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Australia Continues to Steal
East Timor's Sea Resources

by John M. Miller

A round of seaboundary negotiations between
Australiaand East Timor ended in April with
no progress. At stake are billions of dollars
of revenue from underwater petroleum and
natural gas reserves, aswell as East Timor's
ability to fully control its territory and re-
sources. The status quo favors Australia,
which stands to gain almost two-thirds of the
revenue under current arrangements.

Since 1999, Austrdia has earned over a
billiondollarsinoil and gasrevenuesfromthe
Laminaria-Corallinafields, which aretwiceas
closeto East Timor thanto Australia. Not acent
of revenue from these fields has gone to East
Timor. Theseand other disputed fields, includ-
ing the most lucrative Greater Sunrise field
which Augtraliainsistsis 82% its own, would
belong to East Timor under aboundary settle-
ment that followed current international law.

East Timor's Maritime Boundary Law,
based on the United Nations Convention onthe

More Pressure

by Karen Orenstein

Asthelndonesian military (TNI) continuesto
commit atrocities, effortsto restrict U.S.-Indo-
nesiamilitary tiesremain asimportant asever.
In Aceh, over 1300 people — the vast
majority civilians— havelost their livessince
the Indonesian government declared martial
law therein May 2003. Littleisknown about
conditions in the province, because Jakarta
has effectively sealed off the area. The mea-
ger evidence available indicates dire condi-
tions. The TNI has deployed U.S.-supplied
weaponsinAceh, including F-16 fighter jets
and OV-10 Broncos, aircraft used to deadly
effect in East Timor. An F-16 also recently
flew aboveatiny island claimed by both East

Law of the Sea, claims a 200 nautical
mile Exclusive Economic Zonein al
directions. When claimsoverlap, asis
the casewith East Timor andAustralia,
apermanent maritimeboundary istypi-
cally amedian line half-way between
their coastlines.

Just two months before East
Timor’'sMay 2002 independence, Aus-
tralia quietly gave formal notice that
it was withdrawing from all binding
international mechanisms used to
settle maritime boundary disputes.
Thisprevents East Timor fromtaking
Australia to these forums to contest
Australia’s control over the disputed
seabed.

For such reasons, ETAN coordi-
nated a letter last fall to the Austra-
lian government. Signed by 100 organizations
from 19 countries, theletter declared, “Wehave
been troubled by your government’s callous
disregard for East Timor's sovereignty and
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Hundreds joined a demonstration in Dili on April 14 to
protest against Australian government greed.

rights.” It warned that Canberra* risks squan-
deringtheinternational goodwill Australiaes-
tablished since 1999.”

(continued on page 4)

Needed to Stop U.S.-TNI Ties

Timor and Indonesiaimmediately after an In-
donesian warship bombed the uninhabited
outcrop. The Bush administration hasrefused
to publicly protest the use of U.S.-supplied
equipment in these cases.

In Papua, the TNI is blocking movement
of humanitarian assistanceto civilianswhofled
anApril 2003 military operationintheterritory’s
Central Highlands. Themilitary remainstheonly
holdout inaproposal supported by Papuan civil
society, religious leaders, police, and the pro-
vincia government to transform Papuainto a
zone of peace. Rather, the TNI supports divi-
sion of Papuainto smaller provinces.

AsitdidinEast Timor, the TNI sponsors
militiain Aceh and Papua. The notorious Is-
lamic fundamentalist Laskar Jihad militia, re-

sponsible for the deaths of thousands in
Maluku through 2001, is reportedly now op-
erating in Papua.

Additionally, individuals indicted for
crimes against humanity in East Timor have
received promotions; some are now in senior
positions overseeing campaigns in Aceh and
Papua. A. M. Hendropriyono, who helped
mastermind the 1999 East Timor violence, is
now the chief of Indonesia’ sNational Intelli-
gence Agency and key interlocutor with the
U.S.inthe“war onterror.” East Timor’schief
of policein 1998-1999, Brig. General Timbul
Silaen, currently heads Papua’s police force.
And Magjor General Adam Damiri, regional
military commander in 1999 of the area that

(continued on page 2)
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The Exception to
the Rulers: Expos-
ing Oily Politicians,
War Profiteers,

and the Media

that Love Them

by Amy Goodman
352 pp. $22.

A fast-paced exposewith
first-person on-the-
ground reporting from East Timor and other hot
spots. Donate $100to ETAN and receivea per-
sonally signed copy of Exception to the Rulers
asathank you gift.
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AMY GOODMAN
«HOST OF DEMOCRACY NOW!*

A Woman of Indepen-
dence
by Kirsty Sword
Gusmao
‘ 321 pp. $35
ol L Fromherfirst visitin 1990,

I&DEPMN%% Kirsty Sword fell in love

PR \vith East Timor and its
people. A riveting memoir
by East Timor’s activist first lady, who was
at the center of historic eventsin itshistory.

New from ETAN

€ast LIMOR
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| tive book.

East Timor:

A Rough Passage

to Independence

by James Dunn

424 pp. $30

From the days of Portuguese
| rule, through the Indonesian
i occupation, to the present day.

OilwWeb

$10for activists; $50 others

La o Hamutuk compiled thisdataCD ispacked
with information and documents on East
Timor’skey resource, includes documentary.

East Timor Testimony
X Photographs by Elaine Briere
= 128 pp., 64 duotones. $35.00

Through stunning images and insightful texts, East Timor: Tes-
" timony presents apeople's history, culture, and aspirations. Nine
authors, including Noam Chomsky, contribute original essays.
Sixty-four of photographer Briere's el oquent photos, richly re-
' produced as duotones, form the core of thishaunting, informa-

Circle of Stones (Fatuk Hadulas)

20 minutes. VHS video. $20

Emotional observanceof theanniversary of the
1999 churchyard massacrein Suai.

Order from:
ETAN, P.O. Box 15774,
Washington, DC 20003

Add postage and handling (20%; 15%
for orders over $50; 30% int’| air mail)

Seewebsitefor acompletelist:
www.etan.org/resource/booksetc.htm

(Indonesian Military Ties, cont. frompage 1)

included East Timor, has been promoted to
Assistant for Operations to the Chief of the
General Staff withakey rolein Aceh. Damiri,
one of thefew convicted by Indonesia’scourt
on East Timor, is not expected to serve aday
of histhree-year sentence.

Despite these devel opments, the Bush ad-
ministration continues to push to normalize
relationswiththe TNI. Admiral Thomas Fargo,
Commander of theU.S. Pacific Command, tes-
tifiedto Congressin March, “ The TNI appears
committed to reform, and thereis evidence of
positive changeinthemilitary.”

The Bush administration lobbied Con-
gresstoliftitsrestriction on International Mili-
tary Education and Training (IMET) for 2004,

The East Timor Estafeta is the
newsletter of the East Timor Ac-
tion Network of the United States.
We welcome your comments and
suggestions.

Editors: Joseph Nevins
Pamela Sexton
Layout: Eric S. Piotrowski

but failed. IMET is currently banned, contin-
gent on Indonesia’s cooperation with the FBI
investigation of the August 2002 ambush in
Timika, Papua, that left one Indonesian and
two American teachers dead and many others
wounded. (Indonesian policeand NGO reports
implicate the TNI for the murders.) ETAN is
working to further condition IMET on pros-
ecution and appropriate punishment of those
responsible, and on meaningful justicein al
cases of humanrightsviolationsin Indonesia
and East Timor.

The Bush administration has exploited
Indonesia’s status astheworld’slargest Mus-
[im country to justify effortsto increase mili-
tary and police aid in the context of the “war

|
Enjoy East Timorese Coffee!
Support ETAN

Just Coffee supports “Fair Trade” coffee,
which ensures farmers have greater control
over working conditions and wages.

Just Coffee offers "Cafe Timor" organic
Fair Trade East Timorese coffee.
You can order whole bean or various grinds.

ETAN receives $3 per pound sold.

Order from Just Coffee at: 608-204-9011,
100 S. Baldwin St, Suite 303, Madison, WI 53703,
or www.justcoffee.net/etan.html
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onterror.” Although conditionsrelating to hu-
man rightsand military reform continueto re-
strict foreign military financing and export li-
censesfor lethal defensearticlesto Indonesia,
the Pentagon and the State and Justice Depart-
mentsare providing millionsin counter-terror-
ism assistance to the TNI and police through
non-transparent mechanisms.

We must educate Congress about the bru-
tal nature of the TNI. Please cometo ETAN’s
Lobby Days in June or contact Congress to-
day. Working together, we can block U.S. as-
sistancefor thisforce of stateterror. ll

For moreinformation, seewww.etan.org/ac-
tion/issues/miltie.htm.

ETAN National Offices

Outreach/Media Coordinator
John M. Miller
48 Duffield Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-596-7668; 917-690-4391
fax 718-222-4097
john@etan.org

Washington Coordinator
Karen Orenstein
PO Box 15774
Washington, DC 20003
202-544-6911
fax 202-544-6118
karen@etan.org



Justice . . .

by John M. Miller

As Indonesid's election season heated up, In-
donesian Genera Wiranto'spresidential cam-
paign brought renewed attention to his status
as an indicted human rights violator in East
Timor. ETAN'’s statement demanding that
Wiranto stand trid, not stand for office, was
widely reported after he became the nominee
of the Golkar Party. Earlier thisyear, the U.S.
State Department leaked that it had placed
Wiranto and seven other officialsonavisawatch
list. Thejoint UN-East Timor Serious Crimes
Unit (SCU) in Dili had indicted al of themfor
crimes against humanity on February 24, 2003.

Prosecutorsin East Timor, frustrated by
delays, went to the Specia Panels court to
pressfor arrest warrantsfor Wiranto and oth-
ersinIndonesia. The prosecutors even issued
apublic brief outlining their case against the
general-turned-politician. The damning accu-
mulation of evidencegavelieto hisand other
top officids denia of knowledgeandinvolve-
ment inthe pre- and post-referendumterror in
1999.

Starting in January, Indonesia's Supreme
Court began reporting its rulings on appeals
from prosecutors and defendantsin Jakarta's
widely-criticized Ad Hoc Human Rights Court.
The court upheld the acquittal s of former East
Timor policechief Timbul Silaen and Kopassus
Colonel Yayat Sudrgjat.

By athree-to-two margin, the Indonesian
justicesal so upheld the acquittal s of four mili-
tary officers and one police official for their
rolesin the Suai church massacre, the worst
singleatrocity of 1999. Onedissenting justice
called thefiveguilty of “actsof omission.”

“They knew there was killing in the
church,” he said. “They were outside the
church.” He called the attack “acrime against
humanity,” and a “part of the broadly based
and systematic attack which happened in East
Timor.”

The high court did uphold a three-year
sentenceagainst East Timor native JoseéAbilio
Osorio Soares, the last | ndonesi an-appointed
governor of East Timor. The appeal sconcern-
ing 10 others remain pending.

International Actors

In March, international backing for

Indonesia sinvasion and occupation received

attention when East Timor’ struth commission
(CAVR) held athreeday Public Hearing on Sdif-

Determination and the I nter-

national Community. CAVR
chair Aniceto GuterresLopes
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ing the 24 years of the con-
flict were central to what
happened in Timor-Leste
throughout thistimeand the
ultimate outcome.”

Long-timeETAN activ-
ist Brad Simpson, working
with the Washington D.C.-
based National Security
Archive, hasbeen obtaining
documentsthroughthe Free-
dom of InformationAct. Thesewill helpillumi-
nate U.S. policy during the occupation and
should prove useful to the CAVR in complet-
ing itsreport, which isdue out thisfall.

Inearly April, pressreportsreveal ed that
astill-suppressed UN report by human rights
expert Geoffrey Robinson accusedthe U.S. and
Australia of pressuring the UN “not to push
too hard on the security issue” beforethe Au-
gust 1999 referendum. He argued that thetwo
countries, valuing closerelationswith Jakarta,
“actually facilitated the occupation and vio-
lence” through “overt support, inaction, and
silence” for abuses until 1999. In the report,
completed in June 2003, Robinson reportedly
“chided the UN for failing to bring perpetra-
torsto justice” and called for a special inter-
national court to try up to 75 senior Indone-
sian officials, including Wiranto.

In Australia, a new spy scandal focuses
on whether pro-Jakarta sentiment intheAus-
tralian government led it to bury predictions
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that the TNI would incite militia violence in
East Timor after the 1999 ballot. Army intelli-
gence analyst Lieutenant-Colonel Lance
Coallinshas called on the primeminister to cre-
atearoya commissiontoinvestigate.
Asadditiond evidenceaccumulatesand the
failures and limitations of existing legal pro-
ceedings become increasingly evident, East
Timorese NGOs, ETAN and international hu-
man rights groups continue to pressfor anin-
ternational tribunal as the best way to insure
that high-ranking Indonesian officials do not
escape justice. UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annanisexpected to soon recommend continu-
ing steps to pursue justice. The likeliest pro-
posal isto create an expert panel to examine
the Jakarta trials and serious crimes process,
and from that recommend additional mecha-
nisms. Only intense pressure will ensure that
genuinejusticeison the panel’sagenda. i
For more info: http://www.etan.org/ac-
tion/issues/h-rights.htm.

Support ETAN!

Over the coming months, ETAN is stepping up its campaigns to speak out
forcefully in support of East Timor’s right to control its resources, genuine jus-
tice for the people of East Timor and Indonesia, and the need to maintain
continued restrictions on U.S. assistance to Indonesia’s brutal military. Your
participation and financial support remain essential. Please be generous as
together we move ahead, and thank you for any support.

Contributions of any amount towards our political advocacy work should be
made to ETAN/U.S. Tax-deductible contributions of more than $50 towards our
educational work should be made to A.J. Muste Memorial Institute/ETAN. Mail
to ETAN (Washington address at left), or donate by credit card safely and se-

curely online at www.etan.org.
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Announcing ETAN Lobby Days
June 6-8, 2004, Washington, DC

Join the East Timor Action Network’s effort to keep the Bush admin-
istration from trumping justice for East Timor and human rights in
Indonesia. You're invited to ETAN’s eleventh annual Lobby Days.
Now isacrucia timeto makeyour voicesheard in Congress!

Why isit asimportant as ever to cometo Lobby Days20047?

* Justicefor East Timor remains elusive, yet the Bush administration
will not support an international tribunal.

» TheBush administration isaggressively using the“war on terror”
to convince Congressto provide Indonesiawith prestigious U.S.
military assistance.

» War criminalsresponsiblefor crimes against humanity in East
Timor are leading a massive military campaign in Aceh and
directing atrocitiesin Papua.

» Audraliaisstealing billionsfrom East Timor in oil and gasrevenue
and trampling on the sovereignty of theworld’s newest nation.

Join usin countering Indonesian government and Bush adminis-
tration effortsto lift human rights conditions on military training. Face-

to-face meetingswith your Senators and Representatives are the most
effectiveway to advocatefor human rights, not military might. Together
we can make adifference!

Please cometo ETAN Lobby Days, June6t0 8.

The Schedule

Sunday, June 6 will beafull day of trainingin lobbying skillsand
updates on East Timor, Indonesiaand Congress. On Monday and Tues-
day, June 7 and 8, we head to the halls of Congress for meetings with
Representativesand Senators. (Please plan onarriving Saturday night
and staying through Tuesday.)

Please |et us know as soon as possible if you can participate in
Lobby Days. Planning for Lobby Daysismuch more effectivewhenwe
have as much advance notice as possible of participation. Free housing
can bearranged for thoserequesting it by May 30. Partial travel subsi-
diesareavailable onalimited basis.

For moreinformation, contact Karen Orenstein, ETAN Washing-
ton Coordinator, a etanorganize@igc.org, 202-544-6911, or see our
website, www.etan.org. ll

(Oil Boundaries, cont. from page 1)

More recently, 53 members of the U.S.
House of Representatives— with encourage-
ment from ETAN activistss— urged Augtraia's
prime minister in early March to “ move seri-
ously and expeditiously in negotiations with
East Timor to establish afair, permanent mari-
time boundary and an equitable sharing of ail
and gasresourcesinthe Timor Sea.”

The congressional |etter, initiated by Rep-
resentative Barney Frank (D-MA), urged Aus-
traliato hold talksmonthly in order to resolve
theissuewithin threeto five yearsrather than

the semi-annual meetings Australiaisinsist-
ing on. It urged that any revenue earned from
disputed areasbe held in escrow until thereso-
lution of the boundary issue. The letter was
cited several timeswhentheAustralian parlia-
ment in March debated ratification of the
Greater Sunrise Unitisation Agreement, an“in-
terim” revenue sharing arrangement, which
could berenegotiated after apermanent bound-
ary isestablished.

Receiving its full entitlement of revenue
would go along way to helping East Timor al-

leviateitsgreat poverty and decreaseits depen-
dence on international donors. A recent state-
ment by groupsin East Timor called theworld's
newest country “thelargest international donor
toAustralia. Therelatively small amountsyou
spend to hdp usdo not comparewith theamount
you are stealing from our resource birthright.”

More than 225 people have faxed letters to
the Australian Embassy in Washington via
ETAN's web site. You can join them by going
to www.etan.org/action/issues/tsea.htm.

East Timor Action NETWORK/U.S.

PO. Box 15774

WasHingTON, DC 20003-0774
U.S.A.
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