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IRISH STUDENTS SUPPORT
EAST TIMOR
Apr 5, 1994
The Union of Students is the umbrella
org. for all college and University students
in Ireland

THE FOLLOWING MOTION HAS
JUST BEEN PASSED AT ANNUAL
CONFERENCE.
Congress Notes;
The illegal occupation of East Timor by
Indonesia and the mass killings that are still
happening there;
Congress Further Notes;
The actions of USI and ETISC raising
awareness of the occupation; Congress Believes;
Action must be taken to try to bring
about the right of the East Timorese to human rights and independence;
Congress Further Believes;
That the action of Carlow Regional
Technical College in banning all Indonesian
products in their college is an act to be commended and that it sets an example for other
colleges to follow;

Congress Mandates;
its officers to actively try to get all member colleges to follow Carlow's example and
ban Indonesian products in their colleges.
Also to advertise the fact in USI News to
try to create awareness of the problems in
East Timor. Also to make it known to the
Indonesian Embassy in London that such
action is being taken.

IRISH PRIME MINISTER
SUPPORTS SANCTIONS
The following is the full text of the report and
interviews carried on April 6, 1994
At five R.T.E. national radio
The Tanaiste and minister for foreign affairs said he supports the idea of sanctions
against Indonesia. In 1975, that country
invaded east Timor and since then this small
country has suffered on going persecution
by the Indonesian army. This brutality has
led to the death of a least 200,000 east
Timorese people. The Tanaiste was meeting
with the ETISC as well as representatives of
Trocaire and amnesty international.
After the meeting our reporter asked tom
Hyland of ETISC to outline the kind of

human rights abuses which have taken place
in east Timor.
TH: well it takes anything from detention, disappearance, extra-judicial execution
and massacre.
Reporter: now your talking about the
possibility of boycotting goods from Indonesia. What form would that take ?.
TH: I think that there are a number of
forms. I target in on java coffee and I think
people should also reconsider the fact that
the so called holiday hot spot Bali in Indonesia is in fact the scene of the massacre of
thousands of innocent Indonesians during
general Suharto’s rise to power.
Reporter: minister of foreign affairs dick
spring what can a small country like Ireland
do about the kind of human rights abuses
what are going on in east Timor.
Minister: well firstly one has to acknowledge that there are very serious abuses
of human rights in east Timor and secondly
as a member of the European union we have
an input in to European policy which in fact
is one of the major benefits of participating
in the European union. We have a say in
foreign policy on the world stage and in that
respect we have discussed this matter
within the European union and we will be
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doing so again at foreign affairs ministers
meeting.
Reporter: what kind of steps do you
hope to take from here on in.
Minister: well the first thing obviously is
that pressure will be put on the Indonesian
government and secondly that we would get
support from other nations, other nations
who for example are trading with Indonesia
and supporting Indonesia to ensure that
human rights are respected. The abuses have
gone on for a long time and we want to do
everything possible to make sure they are
brought to an end as quickly as possible.
Reporter: boycotting certain goods from
Indonesia and indeed people not visiting
countries in Indonesia for holidays has been
suggested, would you support these kinds
of moves, they did work in south Africa for
example.
Minister: well I think that one can justify
these sanctions in relation to countries
where there are serious abuses of human
rights. The obvious example you give in
terms of south Africa and the apartheid
regime were in fact we were in government
back in 1980's the labour party were very
supportive of the sanctions in relation to
south Africa, and I think we made the right
decision, despite a lot of hostility from the
business community and certainly in the
context of the human rights abuses in east
Timor, I think the world should be looking
for strong action against the Indonesian
government to ensure that progress is made.

MUCH ACTIVITY, LIMITED
PROGRESS, IN
WASHINGTON
From ETAN/US Network News, April 1994
by Charles Scheiner
After a run of successes for the past two
years, including the cutoff of all U.S. military aid to Indonesia, Congressional efforts
to further restrict U.S. involvement in Indonesia's occupation of East Timor slowed at
the end of 1993.
Senator Russell Feingold's (D-WI)
amendment to link arms sales to Indonesia
with human rights in East Timor was approved unanimously by the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee last October, but it
never made it to the Senate floor. Congress
finished for the year without acting on the
Foreign Assistance Authorization Bill. In
January, the Clinton administration submitted a bill to reform the entire foreign aid
structure, which makes last year's bill irrelevant.
The Feingold Amendment would have
been the first time human rights had been
linked to U.S. weapons sales for any country, and its committee passage had world-

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

wide impact. Fearing for the worst, arms
makers and Indonesia supporters mounted a
major campaign, with Sen. J. Bennett Johnston (D-LA) threatening a filibuster if Feingold brought it directly to the floor. Unsure
he could win, Feingold decided to wait until
1994, when conditions might be more favorable. It remains unclear what form legislative
efforts will take this year.
The administration's comprehensive foreign aid bill is weak on human rights one
analyst called its military aid provisions like
a wish list from the Reagan and Bush administrations. The bill also does not address
weapons sales (see Code of Conduct below).

AWARENESS BUILDS
Last November 19, 101 members of the
House of Representatives wrote President
Clinton: "On the occasion of your meeting
with Indonesian President Suharto and other
high-level Indonesian officials at the economic summit in Seattle on November 19
and 20, we urge you to make clear American
concern over this state of affairs and stress
the need for immediate relief of the appalling
human rights situation, as well as a longterm solution to the status of East Timor,
where at least 100,000 people already had
perished from war-related causes well before
the Santa Cruz massacre drew world attention."
At the same time, 37 Senators urged Clinton to take the opportunity to underscore
the need for serious action to resolve the
conflict in the former Portuguese colony of
East Timor, which was invaded by Indonesia in 1975, and has been the scene of widespread and severe human rights abuses ever
since.

COUNTRY REPORTS
However, concern was much higher about
human rights in China and Tibet, with 270
Representatives signing a similar letter, and
President Clinton did not raise East Timor
with Suharto in Seattle (as he had in Tokyo
last July). The next Asia-Pacific economic
summit is planned for this November in
Jakarta, and President Clinton is already
committed to going. It will take a strong,
concerted effort to get him to raise East
Timor "while he is Suharto's guest," but we
have eight months to organize it.
The U.S. State Department's annual
country reports on human rights released in
February criticized Indonesia record on East
Timor:
"Although progress was made in a number of human rights areas, serious abuses
continued. In East Timor, where largely
cosmetic changes in the force structure resulted in minimal reductions in troop presence, no significant progress was noted in

the search for the about 60 persons still
missing from the November 12, 1991,
shooting incident in Dili. Extrajudicial arrests and detention, torture of those in custody, and excessively violent techniques for
dealing with suspected criminals or perceived troublemakers continued in many
areas of Indonesia. Legal safeguards against
arbitrary arrest and detention are frequently
ignored. The armed forces continued to be
responsible for the most serious human
rights abuses...." The extensive report details many specific instances of human
rights violations. Military Training Continues
In 1992, Congress terminated the IMET
military aid program for Indonesia in protest
over the Dili massacre. Dozens of Indonesia
soldiers had been invited to the U.S. for
training each year, and it became clear that
Americans didn’t want to be training forces
of genocide and occupation.
Last December, however, it was revealed
that Indonesian soldiers are still being
trained at United States military bases, including the U.S. Army Infantry School at
Fort Benning in Georgia. Although military
aid has been banned, the Indonesian army
now purchases the training. Although technically legal (since the Feingold Amendment
hasn’t been enacted), these sales clearly
violate the wishes of Congress.
The continuing military training shows
that we cannot take anything for granted.
Congress clearly voted to prohibit military
aid, and Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Chair Claiborne Pell (D-RI) and Foreign
Operations Subcommittee Chair Patrick
Leahy (D-VT) wrote the State Department
last July that allowing Indonesia to purchase
U.S. military training "would be directly
contrary to the intent of Congress." Since
the training became known, a few Senators
and Representatives have questioned the
Administration, but no coherent explanation
has emerged. Concerted public, grassroots
action is needed to embarrass Washington
and Jakarta away from business as usual.
Although the East Timor situation presents a very clear case for ending arms sales
to Indonesia, many Senate and House members, and their aides, are not familiar with
our arguments. Although we have been able
to prevail in committees, when a few legislators with specialized focus can be educated
and pressured, we have not yet developed
the breadth and depth of awareness to win a
floor vote.
As we begin to confront the arms industry and Indonesia's increasingly active economic and diplomatic advocates, we will
encounter increasing opposition. It is a tribute to the effectiveness of our work for East
Timor that the other side is organizing
against us. It is also a challenge.
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ETAN's Lobby for East Timor, this
April 17-19, are an ideal opportunity to
educate our Congressional representatives
on the issues and to press them for further
action (see page 1 for details). Please join us
in Washington, DC and send a strong message in support of self-determination and
human rights for East Timor.

CODE OF CONDUCT ON ARMS
SALES
On November 18, Georgia Representative Cynthia McKinney introduced a "Code
of Conduct on Arms Transfers." The bill
would "prohibit United States military assistance and arms transfers to foreign governments that are undemocratic, do not adequately protect human rights, are engaged in
acts of armed aggression, or are not fully
participating in the United Nations Register
of Conventional Arms."
In order for the U.S. to sell or give weapons to a country which does meet the bill's
standards, the President would have to certify that the transfer was necessary for U.S.
interests and Congress would have to vote
to approve the sale.
The bill, H.R.3538 promises to inject an
element of reality and morality into the
efforts to compensate weapons makers for
the decline of the Cold War. As of publication, 56 Representatives have co-sponsored
the bill. Senator Mark Hatfield (D-OR) has
introduced an identical bill, S.1677 with four
co-sponsors.
ETAN/US is not officially endorsing the
Code because it is not East Timor- specific,
but it is clear that Indonesia's invasion and
occupation of East Timor violates the conditions in the legislation. We thought readers
of this newsletter would be interested in
following its progress. The following is
excerpted from the statement of Rep.
McKinney when she introduced the bill:
"As a member of the Georgia State Legislature I gave a controversial speech on the
involvement of the United States in the Gulf
War. I believed then, as I believe now, that
American soldiers should not be victims of a
short-sighted foreign policy that provides
American support for corrupt and antidemocratic regimes.
"That was Cold War thinking the support of dictators, so long as they were
friendly to the U.S. and unfriendly to the
Soviet Union. Well, the Soviet Union no
longer exists. It is time to end the Cold War
thinking that has influenced so much of our
policy on arms transfers....
"For the third year in a row, the U.S. retains the world championship in the arms
dealing competition. Not only are we the
number one arms dealer in the world, but
our sales exceed all other competitors combined....

"The arms race talking place in the Third
World drains badly needed funds from infrastructure development, social spending, and
business investment. Regional competitors
strive to keep parity with one another.
Sadly, the weapons are as likely to be
turned on domestic populations as historic
regional enemies....
"At the very least, American arms should
not be sold and U.S. military training should
not be provided to governments that oppose
American principles...."
A wide range of human rights, arms control and peace groups are supporting the
Code of Conduct. Contact: PeaceAction,
1819 H St. NW, Washington, DC 20006;
(202)862-9749; fax: (202)862-9762; e-mail:
sfnatl@igc.apc.org.

GSP UPDATE
In mid-February, the Clinton administration gave Indonesia another six months to
improve its labor practices before making a
decision regarding special trading benefits
Jakarta receives under the General System
of Preferences (GSP). Under the program,
Indonesia is currently exempt from tariff
exemptions for about US$650 million worth
of goods exported to the United States.
These exemptions have been especially
helpful for Indonesia's shoe and textile industries.
In June 1993, U.S. Trade Representative
Mickey Kantor announced that Jakarta
faced possible suspension of the GSP trade
benefits for Indonesia's repression of labor
rights. While the issues around the threatened GSP suspension were much larger than
East Timor, Congressional outrage over the
issue of East Timor reportedly play an important role in influencing the Clinton administration.
Since June, Jakarta has taken a few steps
to give a better face to the ugly reality of
labor conditions in the country. Beginning
January 1, for example, the Indonesian
minimum wage jumped from US$1.23 to
US$1.80 a day. (Many employers, however, have stated that they will not pay the
increase.) Few believed that the Suharto
regime would significantly improve the climate for workers rights in Indonesia in the
aftermath of Kantor's threat to suspend
GSP benefits. Indonesia's repressive working conditions and low wage scale provides
obvious advantages to Indonesian elites as
well as to foreign capital (much of it from
the U.S.) a fact not lost on the Clinton administration.
Last August Melbourne (Australia) Age
columnist Mark Baker foreshadowed the
Clinton Administration's recent announcement: "A U.S. official said the extent to
which the Administration was prepared to
press Indonesia on human rights was tem-
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pered by the continuing economic and strategic importance of Jakarta." Such realpolitik has long been the hallmark of U.S.
foreign policy with Indonesia and the rest of
the world. It will, therefore, require significant pressure on our part to make sure that
Bill Clinton lives up to his campaign promise to put human rights at the center of U.S.
foreign policy and thus end GSP benefits
(among other things) for Jakarta.

EAST TIMOR'S
CLANDESTINE RESISTAN CE
TO INDONESIAN
INTEGRATION
By Michael Emin Salla
Social Alternatives, Vol 13 no.1, April 1994
slightly abridged
We met on Wednesday, 12th January
1994, at the Hotel Dili, a rundown hotel
dating from the Portuguese colonial era,
situated on the beachside esplanade of Dili,
the capital of East Timor. With a hushed
voice he told me he had a tape recording of
the fighter who had replaced Xanana Gusmão as the Supreme Commander of Falantil,
the guerrilla army locked in battle with the
Indonesian army in the mountains and jungles of East Timor. The new guerrilla
leader's name was Konis Santana, and the
person speaking was 'Jose'.
Jose had been a student leader and later
worked for a year in the information section
of Falantil before being captured by the
Indonesian military. When we met three
days earlier, he had confided that he had
been captured and released five times by
Indonesian security forces and was occasionally 'forced' to collaborate with them by
informing on his student peers at the University of East Timor in Dili and tourists
such as myself. I was 'officially' in East
Timor on holidays, but was 'unofficially'
researching any continuing resistance to
'Indonesian integration' -- the term used to
describe the incorporation of East Timor as
the 27th province of the Republic of Indonesia.
I refused to accept the tape Jose offered
and instead passed on a set of questions I
wrote that morning in case a personal meeting could not be arranged with Konis
Santana. With furtive glances around the
hotel precincts Jose accepted the letter and
quickly stuffed it down his sock. The trap
was sprung. Five plain clothes police officers soon descended on the scene and after a
quick search of Jose had revealed my incriminating letter and his tape, we were
taken in for questioning. The waiting immigration official at the station and the lack of
attention given to Jose, made me suspect
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that he had once again been 'forced' to act as
an informer. I had some quick explaining to
do before being escorted to the airport and
proceeding to the next leg of my Indonesian
'holiday'.
East Timor is a place reeking with spies,
informers and intelligence personnel, as well
as the pervasive presence of the military.
One soon learns that a general paranoia of
being under constant surveillance grips the
indigenous population of East Timor. Many
are too frightened to talk to tourists since
this attracts the attention of the security
forces. And, as I was repeatedly told, such
attention involved close questioning by local
officials. If not satisfied by the answers
given, this would be followed up by a trip
down to the police station or military base,
often in the early hours of the morning, for
questioning by personnel not averse to using
various strategies for extracting the 'truth'
from stubborn interviewees.
In all, I spent two weeks travelling in
East Timor and met a variety of individuals:
students, the unemployed, farmers, labourers, teachers, police, priests and shopkeepers. The political sentiments among the
indigenous population ranged from an acceptance of integration by a few, to clear
demands from the majority for East
Timorese self-determination. When I questioned the latter further as to whether this
meant they desired greater autonomy for
East Timor as a province in the Republic of
Indonesia, the common reply was that they
wanted an independent East Timor with its
own President. The universal choice was
Xanana Gusmão.
A disturbing theme emerging from these
meetings was that of a systematic campaign
by the security forces to clamp down on the
first sign of individual or organised resistance to integration with Indonesia. Though
Article 28 of the Indonesian Constitution
recognises freedom of speech, association
and assembly, these rights are all qualified
by statute. In practice, this means such
rights can be simply legislated away or left
to the discretion of provincial or military
authorities. Consequently, East Timorese
can be dismissed from their jobs, moved to
other provinces, have their scholarships
cancelled, or arrested and interrogated for
displaying any form of dissent or resistance
to Indonesian authority. Such dissent or
resistance can take the form of verbally
criticising government officials or the military, speaking candidly with tourists, starting an organisation without government
approval, meeting in groups, participating in
protests or possessing 'subversive' literature.
In East Timor, as is the case with Indonesia proper, individuals can be held for up
to two years without trial under existing
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statute, or simply held for 180 days pending
trial. Interrogations are used both as a means
of information gathering and for general
intimidation. Indeed, one official confided
that interrogations were a routine occurrence
in shi area, and often involved physical beatings by police or military. One man graphically explained to me how he was hung upside down and beaten by officers with batons while under interrogation. Interrogations can occur over a long period of detention and can be accompanied by extreme
physical abuse. Over a period of time, such
treatment may result in detainees confessing
to 'crimes' which are contrived by the security forces. This was exemplified by an East
Timorese asylum seeker who recently escaped to Darwin. He claims to have been
forced, while under interrogation, to sign 'a
prepared statement containing allegations
that Mario Carrascalão [a former Governor
of East Timor] was an active supporter of
Fretilin."
When I visited Jakarta and questioned the
Director of Public Information in Indonesia,
Mr Irawan Abidin, over the veracity of
some of the human rights abuses I had been
told about, he portrayed these as inflated
exaggerations orchestrated by expatriate
East Timorese political groups. If abuses did
occur they were individual aberrations by
individual security personnel that would
disappear as the rule of law took firmer root
in East Timor. However, it was clear from
my own conversations with indigenous East
Timorese that such abuses were neither
exaggerations nor individual aberrations by
security personnel, but were daily occurrences that were part of a deliberate and
systematic campaign by the security forces
to repress all domestic dissent and organised
resistance to Indonesian authority.
The Catholic church is the one organisation in East Timor that operates independently of military or government control.
Nevertheless, priests and church workers
can be detained, interrogated or beaten by
security personnel if they are too outspoken
about political and economic conditions in
East Timor. Despite these risks to individual church officials, the church remains a
bastion of support and protection for those
who criticise the security forces or openly
raise political issues. Priests often enter
military compounds or prisons to visit their
parishioners, and can negotiate their release.
"Even here we have our limits," one priest
revealed, "if someone is openly critical of
the regime we can do nothing but refer his
case to the Red Cross." He added that one
recent improvement, evidently a result of
the international pressure generated from the
Santa Cruz massacre, is that "the killings
and rapes have stopped," but the security

forces still regularly intimidate, harass, detain, and beat East Timorese civilians.
Despite eighteen years of Indonesian integration, and visible signs of economic development in terms of well-stocked market
places, thriving commerce, abundant livestock, paved roads, schools and hospitals,
there is clear evidence of a well-supported
independence movement. For instance, one
missionary who personally believed that
integration with Indonesia was a 'reality'
that would not change, and that the 'dream'
of an independent East Timor was sheer
foolishness, reluctantly admitted that "the
young were becoming more radical and active." Nevertheless, he felt duty bound to
protect and help them even if he disagreed
with the utility of their struggle. Other public officials I spoke to attested to the fact
that the guerrillas still visit townships, and
are supported by many in the populace.
Finally, many individuals I met throughout
East Timor (mainly those raised in the postcolonial generation) are committed to the
idea of an independent East Timor despite
the personal risks involved, and participate
in East Timor's clandestine resistance.
Clandestine resistance is a term used by
the East Timorese to describe the covert
political opposition to integration with Indonesia, and support for an independent
East Timor. Much of the clandestine resistance is centrally run and organised by Falantil. However, an appreciable part of the
resistance comprises a collection of individuals with no formal association with
Falantil or even between themselves. They
may not even consciously identify themselves as part of the clandestine resistance
seeking independence, but only as part of a
wider community movement working towards greater economic and cultural selfdetermination.
East Timor's clandestine resistance has
four distinct branches. The first is closely
associated with the guerrilla movement and
comprises an auxiliary or reserve force of
men that can be called upon to replace captured or injured fighters, or can spring into
action when weapons become available. In
the meantime, they perform logistical functions such as supplying the guerrillas with
clothing, food, information on Indonesian
troop movements, and passing correspondence on to other parts of the clandestine
resistance. This branch of the resistance can
be found in inaccessible areas cultivating
crops liaising with supporters in urban areas, or accompanying guerrillas in the jungle.
The second branch of the clandestine resistance is that which many tourists are
exposed to since it operates in urban areas
and focuses on political self-determination
and human rights issues. It fulfils several
functions. First, it informs tourists or visit-
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ing dignitaries about political conditions and
human rights abuses. Second, it organises
demonstrations or protests outside the hotels of visiting dignitaries or outside the Dili
Cathedral when senior church officials celebrate mass. The Papal Nuncio has reportedly celebrated four masses since the Dili
massacre after which demonstrations occurred. Participants were arrested and released days later at the Nuncio's urging.
Third, it smuggles information such as photos, letters and documents out of East
Timor to Indonesia proper and the outside
world. Those parts of the resistance which
are formally associated with Falantil have a
cell like structure where a designated member of a small group has contact with one
other group contact person. This minimises
the risk of exposing others in the resistance
in case someone or an entire group is captured.
The third branch of the resistance concentrates on economic and cultural aspects
of self-determination. There is an attempt
here to resist the demographic effects of the
population influx from other provinces, the
main sources of which are: business migrants; military and police personnel; public
servants; and those arriving as part of Indonesia's transmigration policy. Important
goals of the resistance are to promote indigenous East Timorese economic interests
by canvassing for more employment and
business opportunities; reducing corruption
in the bureaucracy; and finally diminishing
the military's hold over the province's economy. Indeed the Catholic Church, under the
leadership of Bishop Belo, remains an outspoken critic of the central government's
social and economic policies, and is, indirectly, an important part of this branch of
the clandestine resistance. For example, in a
recent interview Bishop Belo stated:
"Timorese culture is being stifled ... the
Timorese language is not taught in schools,
Islam is being actively promoted and there is
a growing influx of Indonesian settlers under
the policies of "Indonisation""
An important cultural goal of the resistance is to oppose the 'Islamisation' of East
Timor (Indonesia proper is almost ninety
percent Muslim) by displaying increased
fidelity to the Catholic Church. The Church
is viewed as more compatible than Islam
with traditional East Timorese practices. It
is relatively easy to see the connections
between the worship of Christian saints or
the Virgin Mary, with animistic beliefs in
village deities and 'Mother Earth'.
The fourth branch of the resistance is
found in Indonesian universities where
many East Timorese are enrolled, e.g. in
Jakarta, Bandung and Denpasar. One of the
goals here is to have political issues associated with East Timor more prominently

debated in Indonesian society, and to include these on the agenda of the Indonesian
democratisation movement. Another goal is
to liaise with supportive Indonesian human
rights organisations and pass on information
about abuses, detentions or protests in East
Timor. While such groups enjoy greater
freedom of movement than their peers in
East Timor, they are economically dependent on the provincial government and vulnerable to threats of scholarships being cancelled if suspected of 'subversive' behaviour.
I was quite happy to leave East Timor,
since the constant surveillance, pervasive
military presence and general paranoia made
it an uncomfortable place in which to spend
any great amount of time. It was unpleasant
to me to think that some of the individuals
who had spoken to me about the 'real situation' in East Timor could be interrogated or
imprisoned for being consciously or unconsciously part of the clandestine resistance.
It is difficult to arrive at any firm conclusion about East Timor's political future, and
the issues of self-determination and human
rights. So much hinges on the bilateral negotiations between Portugal and Indonesia, and
the continuing diplomatic and human rights
campaigns being waged by expatriate East
Timorese groups and the international community. It is certain, however, that as long
as the guerrilla movement continues to provide a rallying point for East Timorese political aspirations, the clandestine resistance
will continue to operate on a broad front
seeking greater political, economic and cultural self-determination.
Demonstrations, protests and acts of
open dissent are likely to continue in East
Timor. Though the tactical focus may shift
from political self-determination to human
rights in order to alleviate the military's
stranglehold and to create more 'political
space', the issue of self-determination is
never far in the background and will remain a
source of future conflict. East Timor remains an unhappy place to visit; we in Australia and the rest of the international community will have an important bearing on
whether it continues to be so.
Michael Emin Salla teaches in the Department of Political Science (Faculties),
Australian National University, and is the
author of _Islamic Radicalism, Muslim Nations and the West_.

GUELPH UNIVERSITY
DEBATES AID
East Timor Update #32 -- April 5, 1994
From the East Timor Alert Network/Canada
The report of an external review committee into the University of Guelph's $34
million program of aid to Indonesia has fi-
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nally been released for discussion by the
university administration. The review, conducted by Meyer Brownstone, former head
of Oxfam-Canada, and Clovis Demers, vicepresident of the International Centre for
Human Rights and Democratic Development, commends the university’s policy on
overseas projects but finds fault with much
of the practice of Guelph's Sulawesi Regional Development Project. A discussion
forum on the report, however, excluded
everyone but students and faculty from
discussion, including the reviewers themselves. Two professors and a representative
of OPIRG Guelph said Guelph's presence in
Indonesia helps lend legitimacy to Indonesian human rights abuses in East Timor and
elsewhere.

IRELAND: BOYCOTT OVER
EAST TIMOR DEMANDED.
IRISH TIMES, 5 APR 94
IRELAND should suspend its trade with
Indonesia in protest over the continuing
abuse of human rights by its forces in East
Timor, the Green Party European election
candidate for Dublin, Ms Patricia McKenna,
has said.
Referring to advertising in which An
Bord Trachtala urges Irish companies to sell
to Indonesia, Ms McKenna said yesterday
that such trade was "morally irresponsible".
The trade board's figures show that Ireland
exports #11.7m worth of goods and imports
#25m worth from Indonesia. The East
Timor Solidarity Campaign is protesting
outside the Department of Industry and
Commerce on Thursday.

IRELAND: INDONESIAN
TRADE SUSPENSION
URGED.
IRISH TIMES, 8 APR 94
The Green Party has appealed to the
Minister for Tourism and Trade, Mr
McCreevy, to suspend all trade with Indonesia in protest at the continuing abuse of
human rights by its' forces in East Timor.
"The ruthless military dictatorship in Indonesia is not interested in gentle diplomacy. It like so many other brutal regimes,
will only act if its purse strings are tugged,"
according to Ms Patricia McKenna, the
Green Party candidate in the forthcoming
European elections.
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FRETILIN'S GENERAL STAFF
MEETING IN LISBON TO
SPLIT FROM
"RECONCILIATION" GROUP.
RDP radio, Lisbon, 8 Apr 94
(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World
Broadcasts.
Text of report
Fretilin's [Revolutionary Front for an Independent East Timor] general staff is meeting in Lisbon. The summit is preparing the
expulsion of those East Timorese who want
reconciliation with the Indonesians:
[Mari Alkatiri] It is impossible for us to
carry on living together within Fretilin:
those who fight and those who are trying to
set up a Fretilin tamed by Indonesia, a Fretilin which would be no more than the Indonesian Golkar [Joint Secretariat of Functional Groups - Indonesia's ruling party].
[Studio] That was Mari Alkatiri, Fretilin's
representative abroad.

JAKARTA ADMITS EAST
TIMOR 'ERRORS' BUT TRIES
TO SHIFT BLAME.
By Nicholas Cumming-Bruce in Jakarta.
GUARDIAN, April 11, 1994
THE Indonesian foreign minister, Ali
Alatas, acknowledged "mistakes" by his
government in East Timor but sought at the
weekend to blame "political agitators" for
prolonging the conflict over the territory
which Indonesia annexed in 1975.
Mr Alatas was speaking to journalists
ahead of a government-arranged foreign
press visit to East Timor intended to try to
shake off international condemnation of its
subjugation of the territory in which critics
say about 200,000 people died.
Indonesia faced fierce criticism again after
November 1991, when its troops fired on a
funeral march in the East Timor capital, Dili,
killing up to 180 people. A documentary
shown on British television in March alleged
that between ded to cover up the first.
In a reference to East Timor's rebels and
their overseas sympathisers, Mr Alatas
blamed "a handful of political agitators
abroad calling themselves ex-Fretilin or
whatever" for prolonging the conflict by
giving "unwarranted hope that there will
ever be a chance to reverse the decision of
the majority who want peace and prosperity".
Jakarta says its absorption of East Timor
was the wish of a majority of the population there, but it has rejected calls for a referendum.
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Mr Alatas also dismissed charges that
Indonesia is seeking to impose Islam on East
Timor's predominantly Roman Catholic
population, calling the allegation an attempt
to find a "rallying cry: Catholics of the
world rise against Indonesia".
Mr Alatas attacked Portugal for abandoning its former colonial territory. "They didn't care less about East Timor. Now, however, they are the champions of human
rights of East Timor; now they are courageous champions of principle and so on. We
made our mistakes and we're the ones that
are always first to acknowledge them. But
never, never, have the Portuguese acknowledged they were at fault, too, by abandoning
the territory."

ALATAS - HUMAN RIGHTS
ORGANIZATIONS TO GET
FREE ACCESS IN EAST
TIMOR
Radio 1, Hilversum, TORING SERVICE, 8
April 1994
Indonesia will no longer impede the work
of human rights organization in East Timor:
this promise was made in Jakarta by Indonesia's Foreign Affairs Minister Alatas to
his Dutch counterpart Kooijmans. Alatas
said that his country not only agreed to the
arrival of a special UN rapporteur, but that
also organizations like Asia-Watch would
get free access to the island. At the same
time the Minister announced a reduction in
the Indonesian military force in East Timor.
Next year the present 10 battalions will be
reduced to two.

INDONESIA HITS OUT AT
EAST TIMOR "AGITATORS"
[Excerpts]
JAKARTA, April 9, 1994 (Reuter) - Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas on
Saturday blamed "political agitators" and a
bungled Portuguese decolonisation process
for much of East Timor's woes.
Alatas was addressing foreign reporters
before a government- arranged trip to East
Timor, where Indonesian troops have been
fighting dwindling groups of Fretilin separatist guerrillas since a 1975 invasion after
Portuguese colonialists left.
He accused "a handful of political agitators abroad calling themselves ex-Fretilin or
whatever" of helping to prolong East
Timor's problems.
"There is just as much blood on the
hands of those who are instigating from
abroad and continue to give unwarranted
hope that there will ever be a chance to re-

verse the decision of the majority who want
peace and prosperity," he said.
The trip to East Timor by foreign reporters, the second such visit this year, is
viewed as part of Indonesia's efforts to improve its international image, hurt by events
in the tiny territory 2,000 km (1,250 miles)
east of Jakarta.
While announcing no formal ban, Indonesia has effectively barred foreign reporters
from East Timor following the sentencing of
captured guerrilla leader Xanana Gusmão
last May.
...
Alatas accused Portugal of abandoning
the tiny territory in 1975 "after 400 years of
one of the most irresponsible, indifferent
colonial rules in the world."
"They did not care a less about East
Timor. Now, however, they are the champions of human rights of East Timor, now
they are courageous champions of principle
and so on.
"I wish that humanitarian sense and sense
of principle had dawned on the Portuguese...when they started to decolonise,"
Alatas added.
He said the international community had
been subjected for 18 years to "disinformation and distortion" on decolonisation.
"We made our mistakes, too, and we are
the ones that are always first to acknowledge them. But never, never have the Portuguese acknowledged that they were at fault,
too, by abandoning the territory," Alatas
said....

INDONESIA TO MAKE FILM
TO POLISH EAST TIMOR
IMAGE
[Excerpts]
JAKARTA, March 26 (Reuter) - Indonesia will make a documentary film of the
former Portuguese colony of East Timor to
counter what it calls "widespread destructive allegations," the official Antara news
agency said on Saturday.
"We do not want to exaggerate the development of East Timor but at least we will
explain through the film that the government
is striving to promote the province," Foreign
Minister Ali Alatas was quoted as saying
by Antara...
Alatas said the film would cover aspects
of East Timor before the Portuguese left, as
well as developments since 1976, when it
became Indonesia's 27th province.
"The good intentions of the Indonesian
government, as will be shown in the film,
will actually present a contradiction to the
widespread destructive allegations asserted
by those against the government," Antara
said.
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The film decision comes a month after
the first airing of a documentary by Australian journalist John Pilger, which said up to
200 people were killed after the 1991 cemetery shootings in Dili, the territory's capital.
...
Antara said Jakarta had some documentary films "featuring atrocities committed
during the civil wars prior to 1976 and the
period during which Fretilin reigned in the
region."
It did not specify who committed the
atrocities. Xanana Gusmão, leader of the
Fretilin separatist guerrilla group, was jailed
for life during a controversial trial last year.
Indonesia later reduced the sentence to 20
years.

MALAYSIA MAY BAN FILM ON
EAST TIMOR
KUALA LUMPUR, April 6 (UPI) -Malaysia is considering Indonesia's request
that it ban "Death of a Nation," an Australian film about a massacre in East Timor, a
government official in Kuala Lumpur said
Wednesday.
Information Minister Mohamed Rahmat
said the Malaysian government would weigh
Jakarta's request in the ASEAN spirit of
understanding. Indonesia and Malaysia are
members of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, along with Thailand, the
Philippines and Singapore.
"We will also look into the objective for
making the film, whether there is an ulterior
motive to run down any country," Mohamed said....
Mohamed said ASEAN nations have an
agreement to take special care in approving
the screening of films that could harm the
good name of other member states.
He said Malaysia believed there is a new
tactic by the Western media to exploit particular events in order to tarnish the image of
developing countries.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
IRISH TIMES
April 10, 1994
In recent months, the film "Schindler's
List" has refocused our attention on the
nature and extent of the Nazis Holocaust.
John Pilger's film Death of a Nation(screened by R.T.E. on 31st March)
served as a timely reminder to us that there
are still regimes whose very survival is dependent on the practice of torture, imprisonment without trial and mass murder.
Mr. Pilger's film related the harrowing
story of how the people of East Timor have
suffered since the territory was invaded and
forcibly occupied by Indonesia in 1975.

Over 200,000 civilians or a third of the
population have been murdered in the most
horrific circumstance since the reign of terror
began.
Watching the programme, it came as no
surprise to me to learn that Indonesia is
governed by a military dictatorship. This
type of regime invariably turns its attention
to other smaller nations, once it has established control over its own people. What did
surprise me was the fact that Britain and
Australia have seen fit not only to appease
the rulers of Indonesia, but to do business
with them. How can this be?
Representatives of the Australian government could be seen in the film tipping
champagne glasses with Indonesian officials
following a deal which will further facilitate
economic and mineral exploitation of East
Timor. Britain has supplied advanced military jets to Indonesia, despite being fully
aware of that country's record on human
rights and it's occupation of East Timor. We
in Ireland can help to combat crimes against
humanity documented by John Pilger in his
film. Every concerned person should write
to the nearest Indonesian Embassy, stating
that he or she will not purchase Indonesian
exports until;
1. It has restored full independence to
east Timor
2. Free and Democratic elections are held
in Indonesia.
Yours,
John Fitzgerald
Co. Kilkenny, Ireland
Apr 11, 1994
Sir,
The treatment of the people of East
Timor by Indonesia is appalling. The silence
of Western governments is deafening. Anyone doing business with this vile regime
should be thoroughly ashamed of themselves.
Courageous reporters such as John Pilger
have risked their lives, indeed some have
given their lives to expose the atrocities in
East Timor. In Ireland we have a long sad
history of oppression. We should fully
appreciate the plight of the East Timorese
people.
Trade with Indonesia should be discouraged if not banned outright. Our shops are
full of goods made in Indonesia. Leading
brand names in sports shoes come almost
exclusively from Indonesia. As any parent
will know these shoes do not come cheap so
it does not make economic sense for people
to support the regime of Indonesia.
I am calling on the Tanaiste and Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Dick Spring, to
make a statement condemning the Indonesian Government in it's treatment of the
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people of East Timor, and further call on
countries such as Britain and France to stop
supplying arms to Indonesia.
yours etc.
Councillor John O'Halloran
Dublin County Council

Sir,
John Pilger's documentary "Death of a
Nation" screened recently once again graphically illustrates the tragedy of East Timor.
Since the illegal Indonesian invasion
nearly twenty years ago the major powers,
the US, Britain, Australia and Japan have
behaved shamefully towards the people of
East Timor. The Indonesian military have
killed hundreds of thousands of people and
many more have died from epidemics and
malnutrition. The Indonesian government
has pursued a policy of ethnic cleansing
towards East Timor.
In 1991, the oilfields of Kuwait evoked a
speedy international offensive against Iraq.
Unfortunately the rich oil potential of the
Timor Gap, together with the lucrative Indonesian arms market, have drawn studied
indifference from the British, Australian and
Japanese Governments, each of whom opts
to ignore the very serious human rights
abuses perpetrated by the Indonesians.
The parallels drawn by John Pilger's
documentary with Cambodia are stark.
However, there is a crucial difference between that tragedy and East Timor's today.
The United Nations has passed many resolutions condemning the invasion of East
Timor but no practical action has been taken
to back up these condemnations.
However, signs of hope do exist. The US
Senate Foreign Relations Committee has
decided to make the sale of US arms to Indonesia conditional on improvements of
Human rights in East Timor. In numerous
countries, including our own, solidarity
campaigns and the efforts of development
agencies are raising the public awareness of
East Timor.
It is vital that the Irish gov. speaks out
on the tragedy in the EU and the UN, in
order to stop the bloodshed which has already claimed the lives of so many defenceless Timorese.
Yours etc
Justin Kilcullen, Director
TROCAIRE (The Catholic Agency for
World Development)
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PICKETERS PROTEST
INDONESIA'S OCCUPATION
OF EAST TIMOR
URGE FOREIGN MINISTER TO
RESPECT TIMORESE RIGHTS
PRESS RELEASE from the East Timor Action Network/US
April 13, 1994
On Wednesday, April 13, 1994, two
dozen members of the East Timor Action
Network peacefully picketed a speech of
Indonesia's Foreign Minister Ali Alatas at
the Asia Society in New York City.
The picketers called for the withdrawal
of Indonesian troops from East Timor and a
UN-supervised referendum on the future of
the territory.
A leaflet distributed by the demonstrators urged Indonesia to respect the United
Nations Charter and Security Council resolutions calling on Indonesia to end its illegal
occupation of East Timor. The demonstrators urged U.S. corporations doing business
with Indonesia "to use their influence" to
help bring about change in Indonesian policy.
"The Academy Award-winning film
Schindler's List is an important reminder of
the need to act against genocide. Over onethird of the people of East Timor have died
as a result of Indonesia's invasion. We can
not remain silent in the face of one the worst
cases of genocide since the Nazi holocaust,"
said John M. Miller, coordinator of the New
York chapter of the East Timor Action
Network (ETAN).
Indonesia invaded the former Portuguese
colony north of Australia in December
1975. Since then, the Indonesian military
has killed over 200,000 people, nearly onethird of the population. ETAN was founded
soon after Indonesian soldiers opened fire
on an unarmed demonstration in Dili, the
capital of East Timor, on November 12,
1991, killing more than 250 people.
Foreign Minister Alatas' speech opened a
conference at the Asia Society on "Indonesia, the United States and the World Today." The conference was funded by over a
half a dozen corporations with extensive
business dealings with Indonesia.
What happened inside:
During the question period after Alatas
spoke (he blamed the East Timor controversy on the international media), two of the
three questions from the floor (from Charlie
Scheiner and Allan Nairn) were about East
Timor. Alatas asserted that the East
Timorese people had democratically chosen
to be part of Indonesia in a referendum, and
that the majority still prefers integration. He
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launched into a personal attack on Nairn,
condescendingly "understanding" that
Nairn's "bad experience" during the "unfortunate incident" in Dili on Nov. 12, 1991
(Nairn had his skull fractured by troops
beating him with rifle butts during the massacre at Santa Cruz cemetery) had made him
hate Indonesia and become obsessed with
East Timor.
Perhaps some in the corporate/academic
pro-Indonesia audience bought it, but many
did not.
Alatas was warmly introduced by his
golfing buddy Jim-Bob Moffett, CEO of
Freeport-MacMoRan.
[Quotes from memory, possibly not precise.]
-- Charlie Scheiner, ETAN/US.

OUTRAGE FADES; UT TIES
TO FREEPORT, GENOCIDE
PERSIST
Daily Texan, (student newspaper at the University of Texas at Austin), April 15, 1994
By Gabriel Demombynes, Texan Columnist
Back in 1990, when the University still
had some activists to speak of, The Daily
Texan and Polemicist ran a series of articles
exposing the wicked web that ties the University to Freeport McMoRan and the Indonesian government. The public furor has
subsided, but that's the only thing that's
changed.
Just a few weeks ago, UT professor and
MacArthur fellow Steven Feld wrote an
open letter to UT System Chancellor William Cunningham to protest the University's
relationship with Freeport.
Feld wrote, "With this note then I hope
to remind you how strongly my research is
in direct opposition to the wreckage and
loss, the poverty and pain that the University's association with Freeport McMoRan
brings daily to the island of New Guinea."
Feld is too kind to Freeport. Not only
have the corporation's own activities
wreaked environmental havoc and displaced
thousands in New Guinea, but its presence
in Indonesia has lent credibility to a viciously repressive regime.
The present Indonesian government
seized power in 1965 through what the CIA
calls "one of the worst mass murders of the
20th century," killing half a million people.
President Suharto has held onto power to
this day by using the same brutal methods
that he employed in the takeover.
In 1975, Portugal withdrew from the
remnants of its 16th century colonial empire, including East Timor, a tiny island in
the Indonesian archipelago. Suharto's government decided it couldn't allow an independent nation to exist so close to Indone-

sia. His forces invaded the island that December and began a campaign of slaughter.
At least 100,000 Timorese civilians have
been killed since 1975. (The Roman Catholic
Church puts the figure at 300,000.)
A Freeport subsidiary became the first
big investor in Indonesia after Suharto's rise
to power, pouring money into gold, silver
and copper mining in the western half of the
island of New Guinea. Little information
makes its way out of this region, largely
because Freeport operates its Mount Ertsberg mine under a veil of secrecy.
The 6.1 million acres of land occupied by
Freeport are reported to be an environmental disaster. Three rivers have been contaminated by tailings from Freeport's mine.
On behalf of Freeport, the Indonesian
government has forced residents of areas
near the mine to relocate. In 1977, the military dropped cluster bombs on a village near
the mine.
An advertisement published recently in
British newspapers said, "Amnesty [International] has been tracking the Indonesian
government for nearly 30 years. We have
found every form of human rights abuse -and on a staggering scale -- imprisonment
without trial, political murder, killing of
petty criminals, execution of the old and
sick, torture, rape, 'disappearance' and mass
murder."
Freeport's cozy 25-year ties with the Indonesian government make it an accomplice
to genocide.
UT Chancellor William Cunningham is a
director on the board of Freeport McM oRan. And the UT geology department sends
researchers and graduate students to New
Guinea as part of its 10-year research collaboration.
A man who would feed, clothe and urge
on a genocidal killer for 25 years should not
be allowed to associate with the University.
But since Freeport is a corporation, since no
single human being can be called to answer
for what it does, its iniquities go unchallenged. Cunningham is an affable fellow,
we're inclined to think. What could he have
to do with a bloodbath half a world away?
This dilution of blame is a danger inherent in institutions like corporations and
universities. The only defensible moral reply is one of total responsibility. As members of the University community, we all
share complicity with the manifest evil of
Freeport McMoRan.
Demombynes is a Plan II/civil engineering
senior.
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CALIFORNIA SENATOR
DIANNE FEINSTEIN ON EAST
TIMOR
Congressional Record - Senate
United States Relations with Indonesia (Mrs.
Feinstein)
November 19, 1993
Mr. President, this week President Clinton will meet leaders of 12 Asian nations at
the Seattle meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum. For the
first time, heads of state will meet to discuss
economic cooperation in the Pacific rim--the
fastest-growing region in the world. Japan,
South Korea, Indonesia, China, and other
countries have proven that sustained growth
is still possible in our global economy. I
commend President Clinton for his vision in
seeking a Pacific Community for economic
cooperation and coordinated growth.
In my State of California, we are well
aware of the benefits of trade with Asia.
Almost half of California's export go to the
Asia-Pacific region-some $31 billion. But
tariffs on American goods limit free access
and prevent those California businesses
from selling even more American products
to the region. I believe it is important for
President Clinton to pursue new opportunities for American exports in Asia as we try
to jump-start the American and, in particular, the California economy.
Unfortunately, American economic relations with some Asian nations have sometimes been complicated by human rights
concerns. Some would say that human rights
are a matter of a country's internal affairs.
However, I believe we are our brother's
keepers. The experience of World War II
was a sobering one and taught us a valuable
lesson. If the world had responded sooner,
perhaps the tragic genocide would not have
occurred. Human rights should be a matter
of concern for every nation throughout the
world.
Indonesia, in particular, has been criticized for its invasion and occupation of East
Timor. On December 7, 1975, Indonesia
invaded East Timor, which had just received
independence from its Portuguese colonizers. It is estimated that more than 100,000
East Timorese, at least one-sixth of the
pop ulation, died as a result of the invasion.
In addition to reported torture, arbitrary
arrests, and random violence, the Indonesia
Army systematically burned Timorese
crops and farm villages to wreak a gruesome
famine. By one report, one-half of all surviving Timorese children have irreparable
brain damage as a result of malnutrition.
During all of the years of occupation, the
people of East Timor have defended the

right to self-determination. On November
12, 1991, 1,000 peaceful demonstrators
gathered to honor a human rights leader who
had been killed 2 weeks earlier. As the
marchers approached his grave, Indonesian
troops gunned down some 100 unarmed
protestors. The event was recorded by British television and prompted an international
outcry.
To its credit, the Indonesian Government
responded and took positive steps on human rights following the tragic event in
1991. Officials in Jakarta condemned the
massacre and arrested the military leaders
responsible for the shootings. The government has also granted limited access to the
International Red Cross, established a human rights committee in parliament, and
allowed increased public discussion of human rights.
And more recently, the Indonesian Government reduced the sentences of more than
16,000 prisoners for good behavior. Almost
900 others received conditional releases on
Indonesian Independence Day. It is now
possible that Timorese political prisoner
Xanana Gusmão may be released after 12
years of his life sentence.
These small steps of progress must be
rewarded and encouraged by the United
States. A strong historical supporter of
American interests, Indonesia was a bulwark
against communism in Southeast Asia during
the Vietnam war. Indonesia also played a
crucial role in helping locate American prisoners of war, supported the liberation of
Kuwait in the Persian Gulf war, and helped
negotiate the historic Cambodian peace
agreement.
It would be a mistake to cut off all contact with Indonesia because we have suddenly become more aware of historical
abuses. I believe this could have devastating
consequences. Indonesia is a multiethnic
state and is the fifth largest nation in the
world. A rigid American stance on Indonesia
has the potential to destabilize Indonesia
and all of Southeast Asia.
In order to promote human rights in Indonesia, the United States must develop a
carrot-and-stick approach. We must continue to criticize human rights abuses and
take appropriate action when these abuses
continue. But, we must also use caution to
ensure that economic and political cooperation continues, in part to help promote improvements in human rights.
The Foreign Assistance Act of 1993 includes measures-sponsored by Senator
FEINGOLD-to promote continued improvement in Indonesia's human rights record. Humanitarian programs are continued
while military aid is linked to documented
and sustained improvements in Indonesia's
human rights record, especially in East

Page 19

Timor. I support these provisions and am
hopeful that this approach will help improve human rights in East Timor and maintain our strong relationship with Indonesia.
In addition, I believe this approach will
help promote economic cooperation between our two countries; both the Indonesian and American economies could benefit.
Mr. President, Indonesia is an important
Asian ally. It is important that the United
States does not completely isolate itself
from Indonesia and other countries in
Southeast Asia. The APEC meeting this
weekend presents an opportunity to increase American engagement with all of our
Asian trading partners. Increased economic
cooperation will result in mutual growth and
improve human rights. It is my fervent hope
that a strong American commitment to
APEC will promote prosperity and democracy around the entire Pacific rim.
I ask unanimous consent that articles
from the New York Times and Jakarta Post
that demonstrate some improvements in
Indonesia's human rights record be printed
in the RECORD at this time.
There being no objection the articles ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:
(From the New York Times, Aug. 14,
1993)

FEINSTEIN WRITES ACTIVIST
November 23, 1993
Mr. Matthew Jardine
1062 Marco Place
Venice, Ca. 90291
Dear Mr. Jardine,
Thank you for contacting me concerning
Indonesia's treatment of the people of East
Timor and to express support for a ban on
weapons sales to counties known for consistent human rights violations. I appreciate
your sharing your view on this issue.
As you may know, Senator Russell Feingold (D-WI) offered a committee amendment to the Foreign Assistance Authorization Act of 1993, requiring President Clinton to consult Congress regarding improvements in Indonesia's human rights record
before approving arms sales to that country.
The amendment specifically notes that Indonesia must ensure fair treatment of all
civilian prisoners in East Timor, curb the
army's human rights violations, allow international humanitarian organizations greater
access to the region, and reduce its military
presence in the area.
Senator Feingold's amendment was
adopted unanimously by the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee in late September.
Although I am not a member of this committee, I support the measures noted in the
Feingold amendment and believe that human
rights concerns should be a criterion for
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approving arms sales to Indonesia. As the
Foreign Assistance Act comes before the
entire Senate, be assured that the Feingold
amendment will receive my full consideration.
With regard to the recently proposed sale
of F-5 aircraft from Jordan to Indonesia, I
supported efforts to approve the sale to
Indonesia contingent upon documentable
improvements in that country's human
rights record and in the belief that the F-5's
could not be used against civilians. By developing criteria which require Indonesia to
comply with specific human rights standards prior to the sale of the aircraft, the
United States can influence human rights
advancements in that country while simultaneously fostering economic growth in the
U.S.. It is my belief that all prospective
arms sales should be scrutinized on a caseby-case basis, taking into account human
rights, weapons proliferation and domestic
economic factors, as well as the nature and
stability of the government.
Again, thank you for writing. If you have
any future concerns or questions, please feel
free to contact me. Be assured that I am
working hard to represent the best interests
of California in the Senate.
Warmest Regards.
Sincerely,
(signed)
Dianne Feinstein
Unites States Senator

INDONESIA REDUCES
SEPARATIST'S PRISON
BANGKOK, THAILAND.-The East
Timor separatist leader who was sentenced
to life imprisonment in May has had his
sentence reduced to 20 years by President
Suharto, the Indonesian government announced Friday.
The separatist, Jose Alexandre Gusmão,
who is known as Xanana, had been found
guilty of rebellion and firearms possession
after a trial in East Timor, which was a Portuguese colony until 1975.
The President's decision was "based on
the consideration that Xanana has acknowledged his mistakes and has accepted East
Timor's integration into Indonesia," a Government spokesman said in Jakarta.
He would not comment on speculation
that President Suharto's decision had been
influenced by international condemnation
over the conduct of Mr. Gusmão’s trial and
over Indonesia's human rights record in East
Timor, which was invaded by Indonesia in
1975 and annexed the next year.
The state Department confirmed this
month that it had blocked the sale of four
used F-5 planes to Indonesia for reasons
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that included "human rights concerns in
Indonesia." Meeting with President Suharto
in Tokyo in July, President Clinton raised
concerns about conditions in East Timor.

CANADA-INDONESIA
COOPERATION
This article appeared in the March/April
1994 issue of "Diplomat and International
Canada". It is accompanied by a photo with
the following people: Nazaruddin Nasution,
Charge d’affaires, Embassy of Indonesia;
Mark Drake, President, Canadian Exporters' Association (CAE); Ridwan Kurnaen,
Commercial Attaché, Trade Mission of Indonesia; Katherine Came, Director of
Communications, CAE; and Chaidir Siregar, Counsellor, Embassy of Indonesia.
-- Sharon Scharfe, East Timor Alert Network/Ottawa
The Canadian Exporters' Association
(CAE) recently signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with BKPM, the Indonesian
investment coordinating board. The MOU
states that the CEA will manage a program
in Jakarta, Indonesia funded by CIDA-Inc.
and designed to help with Canada-Indonesia
joint venture projects.
"With growth rates averaging around 7%
per annum for the last decade, a population
of 186 million and abundant natural resources, Indonesia is one of the most exciting emerging economies in the dynamic
Asia-Pacific region" said Mark Drake,
President of the Canadian Exporters'
Association.
Under the MOU, the CEA has a Canadian Investment Advisor, John Sharp, located within the BKPM and he will be contacting Indonesian firms to investigate possible joint venture projects, and speed the
investment approval process. Canadian
companies looking to increase their share of
this market have to work closely with
BKPM to complete the necessary paperwork and to finalize arrangements with Indonesian authorities. The Canadian Investment Advisor is well-placed to assist in this
work.
In Canada, Canadian companies interested in investing in this fascinating growth
market will be supported by the CEA's
Ottawa- based project team.
Canadian investments in Indonesia have
already reached about $3.0 billion and the
country continues to offer excellent opportunities particularly in the areas of agribusiness (including fishing), boat building, environmental engineering, transport, infrastructure improvement and information technology -- a good match for much of Canada's
capability.

The Canadian Exporter's Association is
excited about this project as it will help
open up a vibrant, exciting market full of
opportunities for Canadian companies. The
project complements two others run by the
CEA, in cooperation with CIDA-Inc.: The
Canadian Association for the Private Sector
in Southern Africa (CAPSSA) and the Canadian Caribbean Business Cooperation
Office (CCBCO).

JOURNEY TO EAST TIMOR:
LAND OF THE DEAD
JOHN PILGER
The Nation, April 25, 1994.
John Pilger, an Australian, has twice won
Britain's Journalist of the Year award. His
documentary films have won Academy
Awards in Britain and the United States.
His film on East Timor, Death of a Nation,
directed by David Munro, will soon be released in the United States.
Giant ghost gum trees rose out of tall
grass; then without notice this changed into
a forest of dead, petrified shapes and black
needles through which skeins of fine white
sand drifted like mist. Such an extraordinary
landscape reminded me of parts of central
Vietnam, where American aircraft dropped
ladders of bombs and huge quantities of
chemical defoliants, poisoning the soil and
food chain and radically altering the environment. In East Timor this is known as the
"dead earth."
It is an area whose former inhabitants are
either dead or "relocated." You come upon
these places on the plateaus and in the ravines of the Matebian Mountains, in the
eastern part of the island, where the roads
are perilous. It is not difficult to understand
why an untried Indonesian army took years
to get the better of the guerrillas of the East
Timorese resistance, popularly known as
Fretilin. Jakarta's troops never conquered
these mountain passes; Indonesian pilots in
their low-flying American aircraft did.
Following the Indonesian invasion in December 1975, American OV-10 Broncos and
Skyhawks were used to devastating effect.
Cannon fire, bombs and napalm saturated
the valleys and hillsides where the civilian
population had fled behind the guerrillas.
"Ours was the last Fretilin village to fall,"
said a survivor, Abel. "They made the rocks
turn white. The bombardment never
stopped, day in, day out; I can still hear it."
On the rim of these areas, which lie like
patches of scar tissue all over the body of
East Timor, are the crosses.
There are great black crosses etched
against the sky -- crosses on peaks, crosses
in tiers on the hillsides, crosses beside the
roads. In East Timor they litter the earth
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and crowd the eye. Walk into the scrub and
they are there, always it seems, on the edges
of riverbanks and escarpments, commanding
all before them. Look at the dates on most
of them, and they reveal the extinction of
whole families, wiped out in the space of a
year, a month, a day. "R.I.P. Mendonca,
Crissmina, 7.6.77...Mendonca, Filismina,
7.6.77... Mendonca, Adalino,
7.6.77...Mendonca, Alisa,
7.6.77...Mendonca, Rosa,
7.6.77...Mendonca, Anita, 7.6.77...."
When I entered East Timor secretly last
September, I had with me a hand-drawn
map showing the site of a mass grave where
some of those murdered in the 1991 massacre of at least 271 people in Dili, the capital,
had been dumped; I had no idea that much
of the country was a mass grave, marked by
paths that end abruptly, fields inexplicably
bulldozed, earth inexplicably covered with
tarmac; and by the legions of crosses that
march all the way from Tata Mai Lau, the
highest peak, 10,000 feet above sea level,
down to Lake Tacitolu, where a calvary line
of crosses looks across to where the Pope
said mass in 1989 in full view of a crescent
of hard salt sand beneath which, say local
people, lie human remains.
What has happened in East Timor is one
of the world's great secrets. Alan Clark, the
former British Defense Minister who licensed a $1 billion sale of British Hawk
aircraft to Jakarta, once asked, "Does anyone know where East Timor is?" When I
repeated this to him recently, he said, "I
don't really fill my mind much with what
one set of foreigners is doing to another."
His riposte allowed a glimpse of how the
unthinkable has been made accept- able;
how decisions taken at great remove in distance and culture and time have had unseen
and devastating effect on whole nations of
people. East Timor is a horrific example.
Half of an island 300 miles north of Australia, East Timor was colonized by Portugal
450 years ago. The Portuguese partly Latinized the territory and insulated it from the
upheavals of the western half of Timor,
which was part of the Dutch East Indies
that became Indonesia in 1949. In 1974, the
old Salazarist order in Lisbon was swept
aside by the "Carnation Revolution" and
Europe's last great empire disintegrated
virtually overnight. With the Portuguese
preoccupied with events at home, the Indonesian military dictatorship of General Suharto invaded East Timor the next year, and
has illegally and brutally occupied it ever
since. The result: some 200,000 Timorese,
or a third of the population, dead.
Western governments knew in advance
the details of almost every move made by
Indonesia. The C.I.A. and other American
agencies intercepted Indonesia's military and

intelligence communications at a top-secret
base run by the Australian Defense Signals
Directorate near Darwin. Moreover, leaked
diplomatic cables from Jakarta, notably
those sent in 1975 by the Australian Ambassador Richard Woolcott, showed the
extent of Western complicity in the Suharto
regime's plans to take over the Portuguese
colony.
Four months before the invasion Ambassador Woolcott cabled his government that
Gen. Benny Murdani, who led the invasion,
had "assured" him that when Indonesia decided to launch a full-scale invasion, Australia would be told in advance. Woolcott reported that the British ambassador to Indonesia had advised London that it was in
Britain's interests that Indonesia "absorb the
territory as soon as and as unobtrusively as
possible"; and that the U.S. ambassador had
expressed the hope that the Indonesians
would be "effective, quick and not use our
equipment."
On December 5, 1975, Henry Kissinger
and President Gerald Ford arrived in Jakarta
on a visit a State Department official described to reporters as "the big wink." Two
days later, as Air Force One climbed out of
Indonesian airspace, the bloodbath in East
Timor began. On his return to Washington,
Kissinger sought to justify continuing to
supply the Indonesian dictatorship by making the victim the aggressor. At a meeting
with senior State Department officials, he
asked, "And we can't we construe [prevention of] a communist government in the
middle of Indonesia as self-defense?" Told
that this would not work, Kissinger gave
orders that he wanted "to stop [arms shipments] quietly," but that they were secretly
to "start again" the following month. In fact,
as the genocide unfolded, U.S. arms shipments doubled.
In 1975 C. Philip Liechty was a C.I.A.
operations officer in the U.S. Embassy in
Jakarta. We met in Washington last November. "Suharto was given the green light [by
the U.S.] to do what he did," Liechty told
me. "There was discussion in the embassy
and in traffic with the State Department
about the problems that would be created
for us if the public and Congress became
aware of the level and type of military assistance that was going to Indonesia at that
time. It was covered under the justification
that it was `for training purposes'; but there
was concern that this might wear thin after a
while, so the decision was taken to get the
stuff flowing from San Francisco as fast as
possible, to get it on the high seas before
someone pulled the chain. As long as the
Indonesians continued to certify that they
were only using the equipment `for training,'
then we could get it through the bureaucracy.
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"Without continued heavy U.S. logistical
military support the Indonesians might not
have been able to pull it off. [Instead] they
were able to stay there at no real cost to
them; it didn't put any pressure on their
economy and on their military forces because American taxpayers were footing the
bill for the killing of all those people and for
the acquisition of that territory, to which
they had no right whatsoever.
"The only interest that I ever saw expressed, the only justification I ever heard
for what we were doing there was concern
that East Timor was on the verge of being
accepted as a new member of the United
Nations and that there was an excellent
chance that the country was going to be
either leftist or neutralist and not likely to
vote [with the United States] at the United
Nations. For extinguishing that one vote,
maybe 200,000 people, almost all of them
noncombatants, died." I asked him what
would have happened if he or his colleagues
had spoken out. "Your career would end,"
he replied.
I had entered East Timor pretending to be
a businessman. Lying down in the back of a
Land Rover, I crossed the border from West
Timor early one Sunday morning. I found a
nation of unsmiling people; no one, it
seemed, had been spared. "Of fifteen in my
immediate family," said Abel, "only three
are left. Up until 1986, most of our people
were concentrated in what they called the
central control areas. We lived in concentration camps for a long, long time. Indonesians
use local people to spy on the others. People usually know who the spies are and
they learn to deal with it. Certain things are
not to be said widely even within the family. I mean, we the people in East Timor call
it the biggest prison island in the world. You
must understand that. For us who live here
it's hell."
Today there are probably no more than
800 guerrillas under arms, yet they insure
that four Indonesian battalions do nothing
but pursue them. Moreover, they are capable of multiplying themselves within a few
days, for they are the locus of a clandestine
resistance that reaches into every district
and has actually grown in strength over the
years. In this way they continue to deny the
fact of "integration" with Indonesia.
Domingos is 40 and has been in the jungle
since 1983. "My wife was tortured and
burned with cigarettes," he said. "She was
also raped many times. In September [1993]
the Indonesians sent the population of her
village to find us. My wife came to me and
said, `I don't want to see your face because I
have been suffering too much.' At first I
thought she was rejecting me, but it was the
opposite; she was asking me to fight on, to
stay out of the village and not to be cap-
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tured and never to surrender. She said to me,
`You get yourself killed and I shall grieve for
you, but I don't want to see you in their
hands. I'll never accept you giving up!' I
looked at her, and she was sad. I asked her if
we could live together after the war, and she
said softly, `Yes, we can.' She then walked
away."
Domingos and his wife came from Kraras, now known by the Timorese as the
"village of the widows." During the summer
of 1983, 287 people were massacred there.
Their names appear on an extraordinary list
compiled in Portuguese by the church. In a
meticulous, handwritten script, everything
is recorded: the name and age of each of the
murdered, as well as the date and place of
death and the Indonesian battalion responsible.
Every time I pick up this list, a testimony of genocide, I find it strangely compelling and difficult to put down, as if each
death is fresh on the page. Like the ubiquitous crosses, it records the slaughter of
whole families, and bears witness to genocide: Feliciano Gomes, 50; Jacob Gomes, 50;
Antonio Gomes, 37; Marcelino Gomes, 29;
Joao Gomes, 33; Miguel Gomes, 51;
Domingos Gomes, 30; Domingos Gomes, 2-"shot."
So far I have counted forty families, including many children: Kai and Olo Bosi, 6
and 4, "shot"; Marito Soares, 1, "shot";
Cacildo Dos Anjos, 2, "shot." There are
babies as young as 3 months. At the end of
each page, a priest has imprinted his name
with a rubber stamp, which he asks "not to
be used in the interests of personal security."
I drove into the capital, Dili, in the early
afternoon. It was too quiet: not the quiet of
a town asleep in the sun but of a place
where something cataclysmic has happened
that is not immediately evident. Fine white
colonial buildings face a waterfront lined
with trees and a promenade with ancient
stone benches. The beauty of this seems
uninterrupted. From the lighthouse, past
Timor's oldest church, the Motael, to the
long-arched facade of the governor's offices
and the four ancient cannons with the Portuguese royal seal, the sea is polished all the
way to Atauro island, where the Portuguese
administration fled in 1975. Then, just beyond a marble statue of the Virgin Mary,
the eye collides with rusting landing craft
strewn along the beach. They have been left
as a reminder of the day Indonesian marines
came ashore and killed the first people they
saw: women and children running down the
beach, offering them food and water, as
frightened people tend to do.
The November 12, 1991, massacre of unarmed young people in the Santa Cruz
cemetery in Dili was different because for-
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eigners were present, and it was videotaped.
But after the foreigners were arrested and
deported (one was killed), a second massacre took place, and it has never been reported.
"After the killings in the cemetery," said
Mario, "I escaped being hit. So I pretended
to be dead. The soldiers came and searched
all the bodies and me, and hit me on the head
so that I bled. They threw me with the other
bodies onto a pickup truck. They took us to
the mortuary, locked the door and went
upstairs. Some of my friends were still alive,
crying. They were calling out for water. I
told them the only water was dirty, so we
must pray together. I saw with my very
own eyes that among the bodies were children and old people. Suddenly I heard steps
approaching and I lay down again, pretending to be dead. Two soldiers came in. One of
them picked up a big stone, and the other
got a tablet from a jar. They then said out
loud that if anyone was able to walk they
had to stand up. When some of my friends
got up, one of them was hit on the head by
the soldiers with the stone; he died later. I
heard the blows, and it sounded like coconuts cracking as they fall from trees. As
they got close to me I stood up so suddenly
that the soldiers were taken aback. I told
them I was an informer, that I really worked
for them. I didn't want to lie, but this saved
my life."
Abilio, a Timorese orderly at the military
hospital in Dili, took up the story. "I was at
the hospital receiving the dead and
wounded," he said. "Most of them were
dead, but some were pretending to be. The
soldiers didn't unload the bodies one by one;
they just pushed them down on the ground.
If they spotted one that was alive they
killed him by running the van over him.
Some of the soldiers were afraid of killing
more. So they ordered the Timorese who
were there to kill them. People said no, or
they ran and hid in the toilets. The Indonesians then tried to inject them with sulfuric
acid. But the soldiers stopped doing this as
the people screamed too loudly."
Amnesty International has said of the Jakarta regime: "If those who violate human
rights can do so with impunity, they come
to believe they are beyond the reach of the
law."
The United States has, as usual, the
power to stop this. The Clinton Administration has declared its concern about East
Timor; this, together with a proposed Congressional ban on further arms sales to Indonesia, has worried the regime--although Jakarta also understands that in the American
political system such statements are often
just rhetoric. The crosses should not be
allowed to multiply on the hillsides. The
people of East Timor should be helped to

get rid of their oppressors and to exercise
their right of self-determination--albeit nineteen years late. Their great suffering, resistance and courage deserve nothing less.

RELEASE OF REPORT
SHOWING WORLD BANK
BREAKING ITS OWN RULES
IN FUNDING INDONESIAN
MILITARY RULE
Media Advisory from the Project on Demilitarization and Democracy
Contact: Dallas Jackson (202)319-7191
Tuesday, April 19, 1994
Time: 12:00 noon
Place: 2203 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC
Title of report by the Project on Demilitarization and Democracy:
"Financing Military Rule: The Clinton
Administration, the World Bank, and Indonesia"
Appearing (in order):
Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy II (D-Mass),
Author of laws requiring the World Bank to
press countries to reduce their military
spending
Dr. Caleb Rossiter, Director of the Project on Demilitarization and Democracy, and
co- author of the foreword to the report
Hon. Robert Browne, Former U.S. executive director of the African Development
Fund, former staff director, House Banking
Subcommittee on International Development, and co-author of the foreword to the
report.
Charles Scheiner, Coordinator, East
Timor Action Network, a nationwide grassroots campaign against Indonesian occupation of East Timor.
NOTE: A statement will also be available
from Sen. Russell Feingold (D- Wis.), leader
of Congressional efforts to cut off U.S.
support for the Indonesian armed forces.

DEMONSTRATION IN DILI
The Guardian, Friday April 15.
By Nicholas Cumming-Bruce
(Dili) Shouts of "Viva Timor L'Este" or
"Long Live East Timor" shattered the early
morning calm yesterday as a small group of
young men held a rare show of defiance to
Indonesian rule of this former Portuguese
colony.
The five students, waving crude cloth
banners scrawled with slogans supporting
the jailed Timorese resistance leader Xanana
Gusmão, staged their demonstration on the
steps of an hotel used by a group of 25
foreign journalists on a rare, governmentorganised visit.
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Their brief, noisy display would have
been largely unnoticed anywhere else. But it
passed for a brave, almost foolhardy act of
defiance in the East Timorese capital Dili, a
town of guarded non-committal stares, saturated with troops and police and their informers, where the authorities take great
pains to keep dissidence buried.
It was, by the same token, an obvious
embarrassment to Jakarta government officials accompanying the journalists on what
was supposed to be a show tour to change
international perception of Indonesian policy in East Timor and to shake off harsh
criticism of its human rights abuses in a
territory invaded in 1975 and annexed a year
later.
A letter handed earlier to journalists, and
signed by the umbrella organisation incorporating Gusmão’s Fretilin guerrilla group [sic]
called for the withdrawal of Indonesian
troops and the release of Gusmão and other
political prisoners.
Other demands included the participation
of Gusmão and the exiled Fretilin [sic] leader
Jose Ramos Horta in talks on East Timor's
future taking place between Portugal and
Indonesia at the UN.
The demonstrators, who said they supported the independence movement, ran off
as police raced up and officials grabbed the
discarded cloth banner picked up by a journalist.
East Timor's governor, Emilio [sic]
Soares, said later that one of the demonstrators had been picked up for questioning,
then released without establishing his identity -- a procedure at variance with the brutal treatment Jakarta-based diplomats say is
often meted out to dissidents.
Such is the climate of fear and suspicion
pervading life in Dili that even Timorese
highly critical of Jakarta's rule wondered
whether the all-knowing military had allowed the demonstration with the intention
of discomfiting the government.
The Indonesian armed forces, criticised
for the November 1991 killing of up to 180
Timorese in a demonstration at Dili's Santa
Cruz cemetery, habitually apply stringent
controls to pre-empt any display of opposition.
A possible military motive for tolerating
yesterday's demonstration, Timorese observers suggested, was to embarrass attempts by some sections of the government
pushing for greater openness and access to
the territory.
That is pure speculation but it reflects a
view that some elements of the armed
forces, eager to maintain their tight economic
and political grip on the province, are out of
step with Indonesia's broader exercise of
polishing its image to try to secure UN recognition of its rule of East Timor.

Jakarta's diplomatic drive, started in 1990
but stalled by the 1991 massacre, concentrated on turning foreign attention to the
deficiencies of Portuguese rule and raking
over what the foreign minister, Ali Alatas,
dismisses as "myths" about the number of
Timorese who have died since Indonesia
moved in.
Last week Mr. Alatas described estimates that up to 200,000 East Timorese had
died since 1975 as malicious and misleading.
Officials suggest that about 25,000 people had died and only 5,000 of those in
fighting.
How difficult it is for the government to
argue that case convincingly became apparent this week when Governor Soares, asked
what he thought of the estimate of 200,000
deaths, promptly replied, "I think it's true."

ALATAS SPEAKS AT ASIA
SOCIETY
Voice of America, 4/14/94
BY CHARLES WEISS
(New York) INTRO: INDONESIAN
FOREIGN MINISTER ALI ALATAS
SAYS HIS COUNTRY AND THE
UNITED STATES CAN BRIDGE THEIR
DIFFERENCES TO JOIN IN SHAPING
WHAT HE CALLS "A NEW, MORE
PEACEFUL AND JUST WORLD
ORDER." V-O-A'S CHARLES WEISS
REPORTS ON REMARKS BY MR.
ALATAS (4/13) IN NEW YORK.
TEXT: INDONESIAN FOREIGN
MINISTER ALI ALATAS SAID THERE
REMAIN WHAT HE CALLED
"LINGERING MISCONCEPTIONS AND
STEREOTYPE PREJUDICES" DIVIDING
HIS COUNTRY AND THE UNITED
STATES. NEVERTHELESS, HE SAID, IT
IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE TWO
COUNTRIES ACHIEVE MUTUAL
UNDERSTANDING.
/// ALATAS ACTUALITY ///
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR EACH
OTHER, AS WELL AS WHAT WE CAN
DO TOGETHER, COULD PERHAPS
SERVE AS AN EXEMPLAR FOR THAT
VITAL PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN
DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES, BETWEEN THE NORTH
AND THE SOUTH, WHICH WILL BE
NEEDED IF WE ARE EFFECTIVELY TO
ADDRESS THE GLOBAL CHALLENGES
HUMANKIND IS FACING TODAY.
/// END ACTUALITY ///
MR. ALATAS POINTED OUT THAT
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IS
BASED ON RESPECT FOR THE
SOVEREIGN EQUALITY OF STATES.
IN THAT CONTEXT, HE SAID THE
STATUS OF THE UNITED STATES AS
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A DEVELOPED COUNTRY DOES NOT
GIVE IT THE RIGHT TO PREACH TO
DEVELOPING NATIONS ABOUT
RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS.
/// ALATAS ACTUALITY //
WHAT WE DO OBJECT TO IS THE
ATTEMPT BY ADVANCED,
INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES TO
REDUCE THIS BROAD LINKAGE OF
HUMAN RIGHTS AND
DEVELOPMENT INTO A NARROWLY
CONCEIVED CONDITIONALITY
LINKAGE, BY IMPOSING HUMAN
RIGHTS IMPLEMENTATION AS A
POLITICAL CONDITION TO
ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION WITH DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES. WE BELIEVE THIS IS AN
APPROACH THAT WILL BE TOTALLY
COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE TO BOTH
THE PROMOTION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS AND THE PURSUIT OF
DEVELOPMENT.
/// END ACTUALITY ///
ONE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE THAT
THE INDONESIAN FOREIGN
MINISTER WAS REFERRING TO IS
THE SITUATION IN EAST TIMOR,
WHERE INDONESIA HAS BEEN
ACCUSED OF OPPRESSING THE
INHABITANTS. DEMONSTRATORS
(IN NEW YORK) STOOD OUTSIDE IN
THE RAIN TO PROTEST JAKARTA'S
POLICY IN EAST TIMOR, AND THE
TOPIC WAS ALSO RAISED BY
SEVERAL QUESTIONERS FOLLOWING
THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S SPEECH.
MR. ALATAS ARGUED THAT IN
EAST TIMOR, INDONESIA IS A
CARETAKER POWER TRYING TO
RESPECT THE WILL OF THE
POPULATION SET ADRIFT WHEN
THE REAL COLONIAL POWER,
PORTUGAL, PULLED OUT 19 YEARS
AGO. HE CALLED REPORTS THAT
INDONESIAN FORCES HAVE KILLED
ONE THIRD OF EAST TIMOR'S
POPULATION --- 200-THOUSAND
PEOPLE --- EXAGGERATIONS WHICH
HAVE BEEN WIDELY ACCEPTED
SIMPLY BY BEING REPEATED AGAIN
AND AGAIN.
THE FOREIGN MINISTER SPOKE
AT THE ASIA SOCIETY, WHICH IS
ONE OF THE SPONSORS OF A YEARLONG PROGRAM AIMED AT
FAMILIARIZING THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE WITH INDONESIA, THE
FOURTH MOST POPULOUS
COUNTRY IN THE WORLD.
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U.S. ASSURES INDONESIA
ON FUTURE ARMS SALES
Defense News February 28, 1994 /March
21, 1994
By RICHARD C. BARNARD, Defense News
Staff Writer,
Staff Writer Philip Finnegan contributed to
this report from Washington.
SINGAPORE
U.S. government officials have been quietly reassuring the Indonesian government in
recent months that requests to approve
weapon sales will be viewed favorably despite the rejection of the transfer of used F5 jets to Indonesia, according to several
American industry sources here.
"As with other [Association of Southeast
Asian Nation] countries, we are inclined to
treat favorably Indonesian defense procurement requests provided the proposed transfers meet our standard criteria," said a State
Department official in Washington. Those
criteria include human rights, proliferation,
regional arms balances, Indonesian security
requirements and the support of U.S. strategic interests. U.S. officials have been working to clarify this policy to the Indonesian
government, the official said.
There also have been some minor sales of
U.S. defense items in recent months although license requests for small and light
arms and lethal crowd control items will not
be approved, he said.
These reassurances about future arms
sales followed the State Department's rejection on July 19 of a transfer of four to seven
F-5E fighters from Jordan to Indonesia in
response to human rights concerns in East
Timor, a former Portuguese colony occupied
by Indonesia in 1975.
When the U.S. government sells arms
abroad, it normally stipulates that any
transfer to a third party be approved by the
United States.
The State Department stressed, at the
time that it rejected the sale, that further
sales would be reviewed on their merits.
The State Department's actions followed
a June 2 letter by four U.S. senators urging
an end to the sales. The senators are Claiborne Pell, D-R.I., chairman of the House
Foreign Relations Committee; Edward Kennedy, D-Mass.; Tom Harkin, D-Iowa; and
Russell Feingold, D-Wis.
Although the U.S. government is willing
to consider further defense sales to Indonesia, congressional critics of the Indonesian
human rights record continue to push for an
outright ban on sales.
Legislation supporting a ban on sales to
Indonesia has been included in the Senate
1994 foreign assistance bill by Feingold.
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HEARING OF THE HOUSE
FOREIGN AFFAIRS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIA
AND THE PACIFIC
On FOREIGN AID: EAST ASIA AND THE
PACIFIC for Fiscal Year 1995
MARCH 17, 1994
OPENING STATEMENT by REP.
GARY L. ACKERMAN, CHAIRMAN,
HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIA
AND THE PACIFIC
Excerpt.
Last but not least, the Administration is
requesting additional funding for programs
in Indonesia. I note in particular that the
U.S. Embassy there is expanding AID's
presence in East Timor by funding additional projects. I applaud this effort and
hope that other areas of Indonesia receive
the attention they deserve as well.

STATEMENT OF HON. MARGARET
CARPENTER, ASSISTANT
ADMINISTRATOR, FOR ASIA AND
THE NEAR EAST, U.S. AGENCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Abridged
...The economic success stories in East
Asia should not obscure the continuing need
for U.S. assistance in the region. Broadbased economic growth has helped lift millions of Indonesians out of poverty, but
many still struggle to meet their basic needs.
... Indonesia provides a remarkable economic growth and poverty reduction success story, and USAID contributed to that
success by bringing U.S. expertise in economic growth -- which Indonesians value as
honest and unbiased -- to bear on the development problems of the country. In the
early 1970s, Indonesia was one of the poorest countries in the world. Sixty percent of
the population lived in absolute poverty.
By 1990, 15 percent of the population fell
below the poverty line. The country
achieved rice self-sufficiency in 1985, a goal
that once seemed improbable, and virtually
all Indonesian children now have access to
primary school education. Yet enormous
challenges remain. About 2.4 million people
are expected to enter the labor force in each
year of the 1990s. Abusive natural resource
exploitation and increasing pollution
threaten growth and quality of fife. The
potential HIV/AIDS epidemic poses a significant threat to the country's economic
development.
...
Indonesia, the Philippines and Mongolia
offer excellent examples of how important it
is to design appropriate economic strategies
that fully take into account the variety of

country conditions. This is why USAID's
excellent field staff, backed by a reinvigorated Agency and the clear mandate of the
Peace, Prosperity and Democracy Act can
deliver development programs that are locally driven and will ultimately be self sustaining.
... From 1971 to 1991, the fertility rate in
Indonesia decreased substantially. USAID
assistance has been critical to building one of
the world's most successful family planning
programs. Contraceptive use among married
women of reproductive age increased from
10 percent in 1971 to 50 percent in 1991.
Over the same period, infant mortality decreased from 132 to 68 per thousand. Now,
USAID efforts are focused on continued
declines in fertility rates, as well as the development of a national HIV/AIDS policy
and appropriate prevention practices. Population growth remains, however, a serious
problem in Cambodia and the Philippines
and if unchecked will undermine development gains across the spectrum.
...
In Indonesia, USAID worked with the
government to establish and innovative and
successful integrated pest management program. Use of over 55 highly toxic pesticides
has been banned; farmers use natural predators to manage pests; health and pollution
risks have been minimized; yields have increased; and farmers are making more
money. In conjunction with the Government
of Japan, USAID is contributing to the establishment of biodiversity centers in Indonesia and setting up an Asian network of
demonstration sites that link conservation
with economic-benefits for local communities.
... Despite its economic progress, problems of transparency and government accountability persist in Indonesia. USAID is
targeting assistance to key institutions both
inside and outside the government, increasing accountability and effectiveness in
ensuring human rights and promoting greater
participation in decision-making at all levels.
Assistance to East Timor highlights U.S.
concern with the human rights situation and
development progress of the province.
USAID is supporting training activities,
development of NGOs active in the province and the creation of economic opportunity. The province has opened up. The
USAID Mission Director, the Ambassador,
and a number of congressional staff have
traveled to East Timor over the course of
the last year, and USAID staff routinely
travel there.
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WARREN CHRISTOPHER ON
US-INDONESIA RELATIONS
HEARING OF THE SENATE FOREIGN
RELATIONS COMMITTEE
FOREIGN POLICY OVERVIEW
FEBRUARY 23, 1994
SEN. PELL, Chairman: Let me switch to
a slightly different area. There is currently a
delegation in Indonesia, being led Commerce
Undersecretary for International Trade Jeffrey Garten, to promote U.S. trade and investment. The Commerce Department has
designated Indonesia as a BEM, a big emerging market, for U.S. foreign investment and
trade. I understand that State has just finished up a policy review on Indonesia that
has been sent to the White House. And, of
course, the President will be traveling to Bali
again this November for the APEC meeting.
Given the focus on U.S. investment in
this market, what kinds of steps can we take
to promote the interest of U.S. businesses
there? I understand that the policy review
includes a new strategy for addressing some
of the human rights concerns. And I would
simply say that there is a continuing tension
between business interests and the criteria
that are applied to some countries vis-a-vis
other countries with respect to GSP, et
cetera. I wonder if you could address the
topic of what the State Department can do
to assist in this area and whether or not we
might make some progress in resolving the
different criteria that are used.
SEC. CHRISTOPHER: Senator, we regard Indonesia a country that's frequently
not recognized for its importance in Asia
but in the world as a whole. It's the largest
Muslim country in the world. I believe it's
the fifth or sixth most populous country in
the world. It has had many, many years of
sustained economic growth, so it's really an
economic miracle, and I think one of the
reasons the United States has been so active
in APEC and why the president went to
such lengths to have the summit in Seattle
was to recognize the significance of such
countries as Indonesia and to enable our
business to have a closer relationship and
promote American business in Indonesia.
And we'll continue to do that.
The -- I think it was a real breakthrough
for the president to have the summit there
and have President Soeharto be willing to
attend, and the response was that he would
have the next summit. So I think that's all to
the plus, although I would agree with you
that's in the generality.
With respect to the human rights problems, I think that our interest there is a continuing one. East Timor continues to a be a
very sore point between the human rights

community and Indonesia, and we hope by
working carefully with them that they will
be able to deal with that problem in a way
that enables us to not have any restrictions
or not in any way discourage American
business. With respect to GSP, Senator, I
understand that issue. I'd like to have an
opportunity to get back to you on exactly
what the opportunities we might see to
resolve that. I know there are some discussions going on as to possible ways to resolve that. The standards are ones, though,
that we, under the U.S. law, are required to
impose, and we do our very best to take
into account the interest of American business, but nevertheless, the concern of
American labor and, frankly, the full enforcement of American law. But if I could,
Senator, I'd like to be able to get back to you
further on that precise subject.
SEN. PELL: Thank you very much. I
would ask unanimous consent to insert in
the Record a letter from Bishop Moore (sp)
concerning the allegations of torture in Indonesia, and without objection it will be put in
the Record. I thank you very much for your
patience, and again, congratulate you on the
job that you are doing. Hearing adjourned.
(Sounds gavel.)

POMBO ONE-MAN CONSUL
FOR PORTUGAL
By DAVID JUDSON; Gannett News Service, March 23, 1994
(Washington) Congressman Richard
Pombo came to Washington two years ago,
vitally interested in tax reform, pledging to
protect private rights and hoping to help
farmers in the San Joaquin Valley.
Now that he's here, he's fast learning
about U.S.-European tax treaties, Indonesia's 1975 invasion of a place called East
Timor and the strategic air field needs of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
Why the sudden worldliness of a congressman claiming to be your basic domestic
issue kind of guy? It's because Pombo is
Portuguese. Portuguese-American to be
more precise, the only one in the House of
Representatives.
"Growing up in San Joaquin County, it
was hardly unique or different to be Portuguese," Pombo said. "But when I got back
here, I was a little bit overwhelmed; I found
myself thrust into international politics."
Pombo is a regular guest at the Embassy
of Portugal. He's been visited in his office
by the country's prime minister and president. He's sponsoring legislation for a new
tax treaty between Portugal and the United
States.
Repeatedly, he has been quoted in Portugal's newspapers and a Portuguese television
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station sent a crew to Tracy last year for a
profile of the young congressman-kinsman.
"People in Portugal are very proud to see
in Richard Pombo or in other Americans of
Portuguese ancestry the examples of success
in America," said Miguel Bensaude, executive director of the Portuguese-American
Leadership Council, an organization of
which Pombo is now a member. Among
projects on which he has enlisted Pombo is
a campaign to get a Portuguese-American
honored on a postage stamp. Other members of the group include former Congressman Tony Coelho, the former Democratic
whip who resigned in 1989, and who was
the first Portuguese-American in the House.
Another member is Ben Nighthorse Campbell, a Colorado Democrat who moved from
the House to the Senate last year. Campbell,
the only Native American in Congress, also
is part Portuguese.
But it is Pombo, whose grandfather immigrated from Portugal's Azore islands, who
is "numero um" in the motherland, explained
Luis Ribas, the television reporter who traveled to Tracy last year to profile the freshman House member.
"First it's a matter of national pride, and
for people in Portugal it doesn't really matter if he's a freshman or whatever, people
like to see one of their own in such a powerful place as the U.S. Congress," Ribas said.
"At a more practical level, people think he
will help." A priority for Portugal is gaining
U.S. support to sanction Indonesia for its
invasion and continued occupation of the
former Portuguese colony of East Timor
where as much as a third of the population
may have been killed.
Portugal still feels guilty about what
happened to its former ward, but attention
in the United States is hard to come by,
Ribas said.
Pombo will be making his first trip to
Portugal in early May, and Ribas predicted
the congressman will get an earful about
East Timor. He's also likely to hear complaints about U.S. lease payments for air
base rights on his grandfather's native
Azores, the country's problems integrating
into the European Union and other issues,
Ribas said.
"In the beginning, Pombo didn't really
know anything about Portugal," Ribas said.
"But he's making an effort and he's learning
fast."
Pombo said he's eager to learn more: "I
always had a sense of being Portuguese as a
matter of cultural identity. It seems to me
important that there be somebody in Congress willing to pay attention to these kinds
of issues."
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DEMONSTRATION IN DILI
ABC radio news, 11 am, Saturday April 16.
Report from BBC correspondent currently
visiting Dili
Some young men held up a banner and
shouted slogans in support of independence
for East Timor. They called on the Indonesians to release Xanana Gusmão. There was
no attempt by the security forces to break
up the protest which only lasted a few minutes.
On Thursday 5 young men took part in a
similar short protest. Indonesian officials
say one person was subsequently detained
and then released although one opposition
source said that 13 young people had been
picked up by the security forces who still
maintain a tight grip on the city.

DEMO DEFIES JAKARTA AS
PRESS VISITS EAST TIMOR
The Daily Telegraph, April 15, 1994,
By Philip Sherwell in Dili
In a dangerous act of defiance against the
Indonesian authorities, five East Timorese
pro-independence demonstrators yesterday
staged a brief but noisy protest as foreign
journalists on a rare trip to the annexed
province were leaving a hotel. The young
men chanted "Long Live East Timor" in
Portuguese and unfurled banners in support
of jailed resistance leader Xanana Gusmão
before fleeing armed Indonesian police.
Indonesia invaded and occupied the territory in December 1975, overthrowing the
nationalist, Left-leaning Fretilin administration which had taken power in the civil conflict after Portugal's withdrawal from the
colony.
While the numbers were small, yesterday's protest represented a significant display of dissent in the tightly controlled East
Timorese capital of Dili, where army barracks dominate the streets and opposition is
not tolerated. Bishop Carlos Belo, the head
of the Church in the predominantly Roman
Catholic region, said young men who protested during a visit by three American officials last autumn were detained and beaten,
and many others were rounded up to prevent unwanted incidents.
But despite the risk of identification by
informants and government minders who
emerged from the hotel with the correspondents, the demonstrators seized the opportunity to focus international attention on
their cause.
An Indonesian Information Ministry official hurriedly removed one of their banners
from a reporter who had picked it up after
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the activists escaped down a side street.
Police were later seen stopping vehicles.
The protest embarrassed the Foreign
Ministry, which had invited journalists to
visit as Jakarta launched a public relations
offensive to try to counter criticism since
the army massacre of 50 Timorese demonstrators in Santa Cruz cemetery, Dili, in
1991.
By last night, various conspiracy theories
were circulating. One held that the military,
opposed to the policy of opening up the
province, had allowed the protest to take
place to score points off the Foreign Ministry.
The Indonesians, who claim they were
invited in by pro-integration factions to end
the fighting in 1975, have imposed their rule
with ferocious determination. They call the
forced merger an integration, but the United
Nations has never recognised the incorporation.

GOVERNOR CONFIRMS
HIGH TIMOR DEATH TOLL
by: Lindsay Murdoch
Sydney Morning Herald, 15 April, 1994
Dili, Thursday: The Governor of East
Timor, Mr Abilio Soares, acknowledged
yesterday that up to 200,000 people may
have died in East Timor since the Indonesian
troops landed in the territory in 1975. The
figure, often cited by pro-independence
groups, has always, has always been
strongly denied by Jakarta. Asked about the
estimate, Mr Soares said: "I think it is true.
May be around 200,000 people have died in
East Timor since 1975".
Later, when a journalist pointed out that
the Indonesian Foreign Ministry had described the estimate as malicious and misleading, Mr Soares said: "If the number is
100,000 or 200,000 we can not say for
sure." Mr Soares, who was addressing foreign journalists in the East Timorese capital
of Dili, blamed the Fretilin resistance group
for most deaths.
Indonesia organised the visit in an attempt to bolster its case for the United Nations to recognise Jakarta's sovereignty of
the former Portuguese territory and to dispel what its Foreign Minister, Mr Ali
Alatas, described as a series of myths about
Indonesia's rule.
A small group of East Timor independence activists protested today outside the
journalists' hotel in the first known show of
defiance by activists in Dili since the Indonesian troops killed scores of antiIndonesian protesters in 1991. Five protesters surprised Indonesian officials when they
unfurled flags declaring support for the
jailed guerilla leader, Xanana Gusmão, and

jumped up and down shouting Viva Timor
Leste (Long Live East Timor). As security
officials rushed to arrest them, the protesters, aged about 18, ran and appeared to escape.
Officials quickly grabbed the flags, which
had been thrown to the ground. Sources
close to the Catholic Church in Dili have
told some of the journalists that the antiIndonesian movement is active throughout
the province, despite Jakarta's efforts to
develop the territory. They criticised the
military's heavy-handedness in dealing with
civilian Timorese.
In the interview at his waterfront office,
Mr Soares, a strong supporter of Indonesia's
rule of East Timor, also said he regretted the
killing of six Australian journalists in East
Timor in 1975. Asked whether he would
apologise for the killings, Mr Soares said:
"The situation was chaotic at the time. I
have no objection to apologising. There is
much regret about that. We must hope that
it never happen again." Indonesia has consistently denied responsibility for the killings and often cites the deaths as a reason
for negative reporting about Indonesia by
Australian journalists.
Before leaving Jakarta, Mr Alatas told
the 26 journalists they were free to talk with
people in Dili who opposed Jakarta's rule.
"By all means talk to them. But I hope you
will see that they are a very small but vocal
minority, the same as you find in any country," he said. "There are those who do not
like integration [with Indonesia]. But that is
not the point. The point is that the overwhelming majority did want integration. It is
the smaller group that have to adapt to the
reality..." Mr Alatas referred to a Foreign
Ministry paper that described the 200,000
estimate as "shameless distortion of the
tragic facts surrounding Portugal's mishandled decolonisation of East Timor". The
paper said a 1980 census of East Timor
showed a decline of 69,000 from the previous Portuguese estimate in 1974, which was
never verified. It quoted an East Timor provisional government official in 1976 as saying 60,000 people had "lost their lives or
homes" since the Indonesians landed and
this included 40,000 who had fled to East
Timor. "These figures and the apparent
shortfall in population had subsequently
been eagerly seized upon by Indonesia's
critics and through a process of mutual creation, have not only been constantly repeated
but gradually exaggerated to what has now
become the fabricated and completely unsubstantiated claim of 200,000 lives lost,"
the paper said.
============================
==========
The same article was published in the
Melbourne Age, Fri 15.4.94 issue, page 10.
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FEINGOLD QUESTIONS
WINSTON LORD ON EAST
TIMOR
[Excerpt]

U.S. POLICY TOWARD ASIA
MARCH 24, 1994 HEARING OF THE
EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE SENATE
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Chaired by: Senator Charles S. Robb (DVA)
Witness: Winston Lord, Assistant Secretary of State
SEN. RUSSELL FEINGOLD (D-WI):
Mr. Chairman, I recognize the main purpose
here is to talk about the secretary of state's
trip and in particular China, but I just have a
few brief questions I don't think will take
the whole 10 minutes about Indonesia and
East Timor. And, of course, since I'm interested in the human rights there as well, there
is an interesting comparison to be drawn.
It's my understanding that the Indonesians
announced they would withdraw two of
their 12 military units occupying East
Timor. Do you have any information that
they have actually done so?
MR. LORD: The last time I checked, and
it was not within the last few days, I couldn't achieve full confirmation of that. Why
don't I take that question and get back to
you, Senator?
SEN. FEINGOLD: And I'm interested in
pursuing that, if we've seen any improvements in the human rights situation there,
such as fewer detention of activists or less
troop presence on the street. (Audio break.)
I would just hope that there's been fairly
specifically told to them so that this isn't
just a temporary suspension, it has some
connection to those principles.
MR. LORD: No, absolutely, and I've sat
in on most of the meetings that we've had
during this administration with the Indonesians. They've covered the positive elements
of our relationship, but they've also covered
the human rights element.
SEN. FEINGOLD: Following on your
point about the certain kinds of arms going
to Indonesia, I've heard reports that the U.S.
and Indonesia are discussing another F-16
sale. Are there any such discussions -- any
other discussions in the works of this kind?
MR. LORD: I'm not familiar with F-16
discussions. I would like to be absolutely
sure of that, senator, and check back with
you. I do know they have requests in various areas, including airplanes, but I -- the F16s, that's a new one on me and I'd like to
check it.

SEN. FEINGOLD: One more, Mr.
Chairman. In 1992 Congress cut off funds
for IMET for Indonesia in response to the
Dili massacre and the subsequent impunity
granted to the Indonesian military to those
involved in the massacre. We have learned,
sort of by surprise, that the administration
is permitting Indonesians to purchase IMET
training for a few of its soldiers, and I understand this is only for a few of its soldiers, I recognize that. And it may be technically legal under the law, but how do you
explain that this is not a violation of the
spirit of the will of Congress with regard to
IMET?
MR. LORD: Well, I may want to provide a fuller response, but as I recall this
issue, this is where they're paying for it
themselves, it doesn't involve any evasion or
use of funds that have not been appropriated by Congress, I'm very confident about
that. I will say that we do believe that the
IMET program, not only for Indonesia but
generally around the world, is a force for
democracy and human rights, that it does
expose military leaders to international
norms, to human rights practices. Of course,
I'm sure you can find some military leaders
around the world who have been in this
program who have not been turned out to be
ideal citizens. But on the whole, we believe
it really does promote human rights and
democracy. And so I must say, in principle,
I personally feel, and this is not an official
position at this point, that IMET would be
useful in Indonesia as it has been in other
countries.
SEN. FEINGOLD: But at this point it's
still the will of Congress that we not supply
-MR. LORD: I understand. We will of
course -- unless we can persuade you, this
won't happen, of course.
SEN. FEINGOLD: All right. Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

EAST TIMOR ACTIVITIES IN
AOTEAROA (NEW ZEALAND)
Report from Colin Iles, East Timor Independence Centre, PO Box 11069, Wellington, Aotearoa
April 17. 1994
John Pilger's film DEATH OF A
NATION was shown on New Zealand television on the evening of Thursday 7 April.
Conditions placed on the TV network were
that the whole of the film be shown and that
there be a telephone contact given for people to ring in afterwards.
Although the film did not finish till 11.45
pm the 12 phone lines were immediately
swamped. We had lines open for 24 hours
and in that time took exactly 600 calls.
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Most were very distressed about what they
had just seen and many offered both financial and physical assistance, including the
setting up of support groups in their own
areas.
The next morning, Friday, there was a
demonstration against New Zealand government policies outside the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade. Some thirty
people attended even though it was in working hours. Street theatre depicted bodies
lying in a heap on the ground with a Fretilin
flag and two dark suited bureaucrats with
blindfolds standing over them. Banners carried the slogan `New Zealand Government
Deaf, Dumb and Blind'.
Prime time television gave cover of the
protest and most radio stations carried interviews with East Timor movement representatives. Our Foreign Minister Mr Don
McKinnon refused to be interviewed but did
issue a statement. In it he repeated the usual
line of "Indonesia's annexation of East
Timor is irreversible; since 1982 there has
been no attempt to place the East Timor
issue on the United Nations agenda; We
support the efforts of the UNSG to bring
together representatives of Indonesia and
Portugal to resolve their differences through
negotiation; New Zealand is modestly encouraged by steps taken since the 1992
killings in Dili to address concerns in the
international community. These actions
include the punishment of the perpetrators
of the massacre, the commutation of the life
sentence of FRETILIN leader Xanana Gusmão to 20 years....."
Radio New Zealand immediately phoned
John Pilger for his comments on the Minister's words. John replied:
"To talk of an annexation means that
New Zealand embraces a lawlessness that
does not befit a civilised country".
Meantime we are sending out 1000 information packs to supporters and people
that rang in after the film. Meetings are being arranged in many centres with speakers,
and a national gathering of East Timor support groups is now planned for early June.
A principal target for our activities will
be Parliamentarians. Before the election last
November there were 7 Parliamentarians for
East Timor, reduced to 4. WE expect to
increase this number considerably over coming months and will start with a showing of
John's film at a special showing in Parliament on 28 April to which all Parliamentarians will be invited.
In November's election voters were given
the opportunity to vote for a new election
system based on a Mixed Member Proportional process, rather than First Past the
Post which we have had since Parliamentary
voting was introduced here. Despite the
huge amount of financial resources poured
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into a campaign to keep first past the post
by big business and the opposition of nearly
all MPs to Proportional representation, a
majority of the country's electors voted for
change. And, in a cliff hanger result, the
ruling National Party got in with a majority
of just one seat.
So the political scene has changed dramatically here. In two years we will have
another election under MMP. Current polls
give the third party, the Alliance, a third of
the vote and its leader Jim Anderton a clear
majority as preferred leader. If the present
showing is anything to go by then we can
expect a radical change at the next election
with a government committed to vigorous
support for East Timorese Self Determination. Jim Anderton is the convenor of Parliamentarians for East Timor, and the Alliance Party firmly supportive. Indeed it put
out three hard hitting press releases following the showing of Pilger's film.
The East Timor support movement here,
whilst having been constantly active, has
now `taken off'. We can only hope that the
energy boost here is echoed around the
world as John's film gets its deserved coverage, and that the results will be an early
recognition by Indonesia that the time has
indeed come to free East Timor
After the showing of the film we now
have an extensive network of supporters
and potential groups, a large increase on the
previous 4 groups in the main centres.

THE MEDIA LOOKS AWAY .
Letters to the Editor, The Irish Sunday Tribune 17 April 1994
Sir,
Why isn't it news. Supporting aspirations for a black South Africa after a slow
start became fashionable. Everyone eventually jumped on the bandwagon after the
Birmingham and Guildford campaigns began
to be successful. Media coverage, slow to
begin with, persisted and grew more constant. Media campaigns can turn tides.
When Timothy Parry's father went to
America he couldn't understand the pro
IRA, pro Sinn Fein attitude of the Americans even in the face of their latest atrocity,
i.e., Timothy's death. I too couldn't understand how American sympathies hadn't
been swayed. Now I do and it's simple.
It's not enough now to care only the fate
of our own. Two hundred thousand Tim
Parry's and Jonathan Ball's and their mammies and daddies and big brothers and little
sisters have been murdered in a country
called East Timor. This by a country called
Indonesia, endorsed materially and covertly
given permission by Britain, America and
Australia. All others who did not and will
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not stand up and be counted can take credit
for this genocide. The American's Tim
Parry's father met were selective in their
symp athy as their perceptions of Britain'
are of a tyrant their forefathers escaped
from before fleeing Ireland in the 19th century.
What would one say to an East Timorese
who planted a bomb in Britain to draw attention to the plight of his country? You
shouldn't have done that. You should have
stayed home in East Timor and allowed
yourself to be murdered, starved, tortured or
one of the many death options available
over there. Whatever does inspire a media
campaign, the genocide of a people apparently isn’t. The message being sent to governments everywhere is if you don’t let the
press have access you can do whatever you
like.
Yours,
Helen Delaney
Laois, Ireland.

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
ON EAST TIMOR
To be held Tuesday, April 26, 1994 5:30
pm
at Dag Hammarskjold Lounge, Sixth
Floor School of International and Public
Affairs, Columbia University 420 W. 118
St. (between Amsterdam and Morningside)
Manhattan, New York
Speakers:
Allan Nairn, Correspondent, New Yorker
magazine Amy Goodman, news director,
WBAI/Pacifica Radio Bambang Harymurti,
Washington correspondent, TEMPO magazine John Bresnan, Senior Research Scholar,
East Asian Institute, Columbia University
Moderator: Vikram Parekh, Committee
to Protect Journalists
Co-sponsored by:
The Nation Institute
The Camöes Center for the Study of the
Portuguese-Speaking world
East Timor Action Network
The International Media and Communications Program, Columbia University
For more information on the forum or
East Timor, contact: East Timor Action
Network/US, PO Box 1182, White Plains,
NY 10602; (914)428-7299 or (718)7886071; cscheiner@igc.apc.org

EAST TIMOR MILITARY
ANGRY AT PRESS
UPI, 17 April 1994. Abridged
(Jakarta) East Timor's military authorities lashed out at a visit this week by a
group of foreign journalists, characterising
their activities as an 'investigation' trip, the

official Antara news agency reported Sunday.
Major L. Simbolon, East Timorese military spokesman also complained that some
in the group of 26 foreign journalists who
visited the region did not respect local culture.
'The journalists, particularly those from
western countries, do not respect local ethics and cultures,' Simbolon said, adding that
the western journalists strayed from the
official agenda.
Reports said that foreign journalists visited the former Portuguese colony and
prompted anti-government troops to stage a
protest in the capital, Dili. The military
briefly arrested the protestors for questioning before they were released.
Military authorities claimed the protestors wanted to draw international attention
and considered the visit for foreign journalists their 'best chance' to be noticed.
Simbolon regretted the manners of the
foreign journalists since they were invited
by the Indonesian government to visit.
The government, in a bid to ease international criticism of its handling of East
Timor, invited foreign media to visit the
former Portuguese colony

EAST TIMOR INFORMATION
AVAILABLE ON INTERNET
April 18, 1994
Friends
I have managed to get a public access file
started up on E Timor at
ftp.essex.ac.uk
login is anonymous
The file is controlled by Michael Banes,
who has been given access to Manchester
University computing facilities for the purpose. Can you let people know that the file
is there and ask them to let me now if they
have anything else they wish to contribute.
Thanks
in peace
Martin Hogan <hogamd@essex.ac.uk>
I will let you know if and when I am able
to open up other files, although suggestions
are always useful to jolly the establishment
along.

TIMOR CHIEFS ADMIT
FAILURES
Sydney Morning Herald, 18 April 1994
by Lindsay Murdoch, Herald Correspondent
Dili, Sunday: Two senior Indonesian
military officers have admitted failure in
winning over the East Timorese people,
contradicting claims that the majority of the
Timorese people support integration of the
former Portuguese colony.
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Describing East Timor as a "pebble in Indonesia's shoe", Major General Adang
Ruchiatna, the regional commander, said the
armed forces needed time to "change the
mentality of the people" from a climate of
fear.
"I think the problem will disappear eventually. But we will need two generations to
heal the wounds of 450 years of Portuguese
colonialism," he told a group of foreign journalists in Bali.
The local military commander in Dili,
Colonel Johnny Lumintang, said: "It is true
we have not got the sympathy of the people. The problem is not settled."
Colonel Lumintang said the killing by Indonesian troops of protesters in Dili in 1991
was an "expensive lesson" for the armed
forces, which pro-independence groups
accuse of brutally repressing Timorese.
"Not all we have done here has been
good. But not all has been bad either. So
please look at the problem objectively," he
said in Dili.
The comments of the highest-ranking officers dealing directly with East Timor came
as one of the most influential Timorese
supporters of the territory's integration with
Indonesia, Mr Florentino Sarmento, said
there was growing frustration with Indonesia's rule and warned of continuing instability unless there were policy changes in Jakarta.
Asked about the Indonesian Government's claim that a majority of Timorese
supported integration, Mr Florentino said:
"I don't know what measures they can have
come to such a conclusion because as it is,
very conscious Timorese is not ready to
accept such a humiliating situation."
Mr Florentino, head of the East Timor
Association for Development and Progress,
said Jakarta was applying a military solution to a political question.
"The central government of Indonesia
must be ready to make very substantial and
basic changes to the social and political format in the province in such a way that we
get autonomy to ensure our cultural identity
within Indonesia which is very much in line
with the Indonesian Constitution and ideology of state," he said.
The regional head of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, Mr Henry
Fournier, described the situation in East
Timor as "uncertain". However, he said the
ICRC's access to Timorese, including political prisoners, had improved over the past 12
months, indicating greater openness by Indonesian authorities.
During a three-day visit to East Timor arranged by the Indonesian Foreign Ministry,
some foreign journalists made clandestine
contact with Fretilin rebels who told them
their guerilla war was lost but that the

Timorese would not give up the political
struggle for the right to self-determination.
In a letter addressed to 25 journalists, the
underground resistance called for the jailed
Fretilin leader, Xanana Gusmão, to be involved in talks in the United Nations on the
future of East Timor.
Major General Adang said the Timorese
had largely been ungrateful for the development which the Indonesian military had
brought to East Timor. He said Jakarta had
provided more funds and resources to develop East Timor than any of its 27 provinces.
Seven battalions of Indonesian soldiers
were in East Timor solely to improve the
lives of the people, he said. "After we have
been successful in bringing development, the
people will be quiet."

ASIAWEEK STRONGLY
CRITICISED
Letter to the Editor of Asiaweek, April 13,
1994
From : S.Heather Hermant
I am deeply offended by "Facing Fact:
The World Should Accept That East Timor
is Part of Indonesia" [INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS, March 23].
However, if yours is a fascist publication, please disregard this letter, as of course
the opinions expressed in this article are
perfectly consistent with such a philosophical stand-point. The article is blatant Jakarta
propaganda. The author assumes that East
Timor has no right whatsoever to decide its
own fate. If we were to follow the pivotal
argument of the article, that Indonesia has
the right to rule "its part of the globe," perhaps then Indonesia should have been left to
Japan. Indonesia has no justifiable claim
over East Timor. The author seems to suggest that the people of East Timor are behaving like unruly children. Many among
East Timor's indigenous population have
been murdered by the Indonesian government. What, pray tell, does East Timor owe
Jakarta? Perhaps the author, and the Indonesian government, should consider the
desires of the people of East Timor.
Ruthless aggression and blatant disregard
for human rights are, I think even the author
could agree, completely unacceptable. Was
the treatment of native people in North
America in the 19th century just ? Is the
treatment of Tibetans by China just ? The
list goes on. To promote acceptance of the
behaviour of the Indonesian government in
East Timor is completely unacceptable.
Please review your Mission Statement, part
of which reads "......to be Asia's voice in the
world," because I think the East Timorese
would choose to speak differently
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SHONKY DARWIN BUSINESS
DEALS
Press Release of 15 April 1994, from Rob
Wesley-Smith, AUSTRALIANS FOR A FREE
EAST TIMOR
The Northern Territory of Australia is
the closest country to Timor. The NT
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(NTCCI) is well aware of the concerns of
East Timorese and their supporters in Darwin to dealings with the Indonesian military.
So when it was going over to Timor it
only publicly stated that it was going to
West Timor (Kupang), to discuss closer
business links with the "Indonesian provinces of West and East Timor".
Now we hear that the Chamber visited
Dili, East Timor and signed a doubtful
agreement with the bogus "East Timor
Chamber of Industries".
The United Nations and the vast majority of world nations do NOT recognise East
Timor as legally an "Indonesian province",
but this crawling to Indonesia is obviously
necessary to gain entrance to East Timor.
Thus the NTCCI has got to Dili, something denied to most journalists, to Australian parliamentarians, and to many East
Timorese living in Darwin and their supporters such as myself. I wonder how much
was paid for this to happen?
Such a visit is being done to distract attention from the World Bank monies going
to Kupang to upgrade its facilities to compete with Darwin for the Timor Gap oil
development. And also to distract from the
fact that the NT Government subsidy to
local shipping firm Perkins is providing
Kupang with a regular modern shipping
service already.
The East Timor Chamber of Commerce is
a bogus front organisation used purely as
window-dressing by the Indonesian military
which controls all the significant business
activity in East Timor.
This is now well known, for we first
published such details in about 1982, and it
has most recently been reaffirmed by that
brave Indonesian academic Dr George Aditjondro.
Most East Timorese business people are
under house arrest or facing such threats.
For example, note recent publicity about
pressure on Manuel Carrascalão who came
to Darwin last year for the NTCCI Business
Expo, from which, by the way, we were
ejected for the grave crime of wearing Free
Xanana Gusmão T-shirts... (getting to be
like Indonesia!)
So the NT Chamber of Commerce has
become a tool of the Indonesian military,
and is to be used to develop infrastructure
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to the advantage only of the occupying military power.
WHEN MOST EAST TIMORESE ARE
NOT EVEN ALLOWED TO LIVE ON
THEIR OWN LAND, HOW CAN
"INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT"
HELP THEM??
Improved conditions of value to East
Timorese will only follow the entry to East
Timor of the world press, NGO's etc, and
the removal of the oppressing and illegal
Indonesian military.
If we are to have official business links
with east Timor, why does Australia not
establish a Consulate in Dili?
PS Very recent reports suggest a superficial improvement of Indonesian officials'
behaviour to travellers and possibly to locals as well, presumably due to the new
military commander, and the bad press Indonesia is getting world wide. Keep up the
pressure!!!

EAST TIMOR PROTEST
MARS INDONESIAN
PUBLICITY OFFENSIVE
The Times, London, April 15, 1994
By James Pringle. slightly abridged
(Dili, East Timor) A handful of protestors carrying banners calling for the freedom
of Indonesian-occupied East Timor and for
the release of Jose Xanana Gusmão, the
jailed Fretilin guerrilla leader, staged a brief
but vocal demonstration in the East
Timorese capital of Dili yesterday.
It was the first such reported expression
of dissent since Indonesian troops fired on
unarmed civilians at a cemetery here in November 1991, killing up to 180 people. The
protest by five men, who began shouting
"Long live East Timor" outside Dili's
Mahktota Hotel, where a party of foreign
journalists is staying, lasted less than two
minutes. But given the violent methods used
to suppress earlier demonstrations, there
was surprise it happened at all. The activists appeared to escape as police quickly
closed in.
The demonstrators flung their banners
into the hotel's foyer before running off.
One called for freedom for Mr Gusmão,
serving a 20-year prison term after his capture in 1992.
Given the presence of the journalists, the
security forces were probably under orders
not to be heavy-handed, should such a protest occur, local observers said. However, if
precedent is anything to go by, the five
risked harsh treatment by Indonesian authorities if caught later.

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

FEAR STIFLES HOPE IN
INDONESIA'S PRISON PROVINCE
The Times, London, April 16, 1994
By James Pringle. slightly abridged
(Dili, East Timor) A political prisoner
with graying hair and a small goatee beard
called out to visitors leaving the Becora
prison in Dili yesterday, "Don't forget the
people of East Timor, who have suffered for
20 years." The prisoner, Alfonso Rangel,
was speaking after other political prisoners
had surprised jail officials by staging a demonstration, shouting "Long live East Timor"
as journalists crossed the compound.
Shoved and threatened by warders, Domingo Perreira, 28, another prisoner, said:
"They accused me of political crimes and
tortured me with electric shocks, but they
are invaders of my country and I don't accept their verdict. They prohibited us from
talking to you and will punish us for this,
but we have to speak out."
There is little that can prepare one for the
barely concealed hysteria of life today in
East Timor. The whole former Portuguese
colony has the feel of a vast prison.
There is a pervasive security apparatus,
with Indonesian soldiers' barracks on almost
every street and spies and informers everywhere. Most Timorese say nothing, but
seem to glance at visitors as if appealing
mutely for help, or at least an understanding
of their plight.
"The situation is worse now than it was
under [Portuguese] colonialism," said Florentino Sarmento, director of the East Timor
Association for Development and Progress.
Mr. Sarmento, a Timorese member of Golkar, the Indonesian ruling party, supports
the integration of the territory, low in natural resources, with Indonesia. "But now we
are considered a mere province of Indonesia,
and government rule has been reduced to
military occupation," he said.
Henry Fournier, regional delegate of the
International Committee of the Red Cross,
said: "There is a great uncertainty and anxiety in East Timor, created and perpetuated
by the slow pace of those involved in finding a solution.
"We believe this uncertainty and anxiety
concerning the future is the main ferment to
tension that can become provocative."
The situation seems to have reached crisis proportions for the Indonesian authorities, who appear in a quandary as to what to
do next. The Foreign Ministry, which invited a party of 26 journalists to visit this
week, is at odds with the Indonesian army,
which treats the territory as a private fiefdom for profit and military training and says
the presence of journalists provokes "incidents". The army apparently thinks it has
largely won the war against Fretilin, a for-

mer left-wing but now seemingly middle-ofthe-road group that has fought in the forests
for the past 18 years and has been reduced
to a force of just 230.
The army has captured Jose Xanana
Gusmão, the Fretilin leader [sic], who is in
prison in Jakarta, but still seems to be having problems dealing with his fighters.
"The trouble is that the remaining guerrillas are not remnants of Fretilin but the nucleus," said Colonel Johny Lumintang, who
is a crack paratroop commanding officer.
"Efforts to have their families persuade
them to give up have not worked. I think
they will fight until they die -- it is fundamental."
[A slightly modified version of this article was published in the San Francisco (US)
Examiner, April 24, in the early edition
only.]

TORTURE UNDER A
MOUNTAIN OF PROPAGAN DA
The Guardian, Letters Page. 19 April 1994
From John Pilger
Since my film about East Timor, Death
of a Nation, was shown on television in
Britain the Indonesian regime has worked
hard to scrub down its image in those countries where the film has been aired. Helped
by the world's biggest public relations firm
in Washington and, among others, the British Office, the regime has distributed a
mountain of propaganda material. The aim
of this has been to disguise the true nature
of a genocidal occupation under which,
United Nations Special Rapporteurs on
Torture wrote recently, 'the perpetrators of
human rights violations enjoyed virtual impunity'.
One of Jakarta's tactics has been to run
highly restricted press tours to Dili, the East
Timorese capital. The first of these, in February, had some success. Journalists were
prevented from interviewing Bishop Carlos
Belo, the regime's courageous critic, and
instead were presented with an Indonesian
priest who often speaks for the regime and
was installed in Dili to 'assist' Bishop Belo.
Incredibly, most of the reporters seemed to
be unaware of this.
The second press tour, last week, was
much less successful, as Nicholas CummingBruce's description of the oppression he
encountered demonstrated (Guardian, April
16). He did, however, quote an Indonesian
officer's boast of the material 'development'
that Jakarta claims to have brought to East
Timor. This is currently the regime's big lie
(as featured in the News from Indonesia
pack received by every member of the British and Australian parliaments, as well as
the UN General Assembly).
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When my colleagues and I travelled secretly and extensively in East Timor, the
evidence of our eyes was that the 'development' was strategic and aimed at controlling
the population in military zones.
As recent research of the Indonesian academic, George Aditjondro, makes clear, the
infrastructure in the territory, 'particularly
roads, bridges and harbours', is concentrated
in areas where the military feels threatened
by the East Timorese resistance, while in
relatively peaceful regions, like Maliana and
Ermera, the roads are deplorable and there
are hardly any bridges.
As we found, community facilities, such
as clinics, are primitive, if they exist at all,
and the health of people away from foreign
eyes is shocking.
On March 4 the Guardian published a
letter by Tory MP Patrick Nicholls who
claimed that the death figure for East Timor
of 200,000 'does not stand up to examination'. Mr. Nicholls inaccuracies have been
used widely as propaganda by the Indonesians. He should consult more closely with
his friends. On the same press trip as your
correspondent, the Jakarta- installed puppet
governor of East Timor, Abilio Soares, confessed that genocide had taken place. Asked
about the loss of a third of the population as
a result of 'integration' with Indonesia, he
said, 'I think it is true. Maybe around
200,000 people have died in East Timor
since 1975.'

PROTEST OVER TIMORESE
DEATH
ACTIVISTS PROTEST DEATH OF
WORKER
The Jakarta Post, April 13, 1994
JAKARTA: Around 100 activists staged
a peaceful protest on Monday at the headquarters of PT Indocement Tunggal Prakarsa
to demand that management investigate the
death of one of its Timorese workers.
Spokesman Gabriel Ninas Obe said that
Petrus Tomae, an employee of the giant
cement industry, was found dead on Jan.29.
His friends had reported him as missing
the previous day.
The corners examination revealed that
some of his bones were broken and soaked
with blood. This made the protesters suspicious of foul-play.
Tomae is an East Timorese who was sent
to Jakarta by the Tiara Foundation whose
chairwoman is Siti Hardiyanti Rukmana,
President Soeharto's eldest daughter.

TWENTY SIX FOREIGN
JOURNALISTS VISIT EAST
TIMOR
Press release, April 14, 1994, from the
Embassy of The Republic of Indonesia in
Washington DC.
Twenty six foreign journalists, representing various print and electronic media, including William Branigin from Washington
Post and Charles P. Wallace from the Los
Angeles Times, visited people’s settlement
built by members of the Indonesian Armed
Forces through territorial operation program
in Maileu, the county of Meinaro, which is
located about 20 miles east of Dili, the capital of East Timor, on April 12, 1994.
The commandant of the Army detachment, Second Lieutenant Gede Budastra, in
his briefing to the journalists said that the
settlement were built in four stages and up
to now 234 houses has been built on a previously empty lot.
Replying to a question by the Washington Post reporter, Lieutenant Budastra explained that the activities of the Armed
Forces Territorial Operation is aimed at
helping the people and right now another
135 unit are in the process of being built for
the people most in need of it without an
obligation to pay.
The settlement is close to the ocean and
is equipped with terminal for public transportation, clinics, houses of worship and
educational facilities.
The twenty six foreign journalists were
given freedom of movement to observe the
development in East Timor.
The visit is a second batch of foreign
journalists visiting East Timor at the invitation of the Indonesian Government. The
first group visited the province for several
days beginning on February 16, 1994.
[Note: The Los Angeles Times denies
that Charles P. Wallace or any of their other
reporters was on the delegation.]

FRENCH CAMPAIGN '4
MONTHS FOR EAST TIMOR'
From Bruno Kahn, Agir Pour Timor, April
20.
A campaign named "4 months for East
Timor" was launched in March by 12
French organisations. These are:
Agir pour Timor: an association which
aims to inform on the situation in East
Timor and to organise actions of solidarity
with the people of East Timor.
Peuples Solidaires: a federation of groups
and individual members who have direct
relations with groups of the South and/or
organise actions of solidarity in the North
(sensitisation of the public and pressure on
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institutions). In this framework, solidarity,
here, with people struggling for the recognition of their rights is a priority axis for action, which goes among others via an internal commission named "Conflicts and Development".
France-Libertes/Fondation Danielle Mitterrand: a foundation which aims to active
solidarity with people in the South - has
consultative status (II) by the UN.
CIMADE: a solidarity and development
NGO of protestant background.
Justice and Peace.
International Federation of Human Rights
Leagues (FIDH).
RITIMO: an information and documentation network concerned with Third World,
South and Peoples issues.
CRID: a collective grouping 37 associations of international solidarity sharing a
number of founding guidelines (working
against inequalities and exclusion, help
populations and groups concerned to become the true actors of their development,
act as critics of official policies of cooperation, strongly support a reinforcement
of democracy based on the respect of human
rights, individual, collective and peoples
rights).
CCPF: the Coordination of Portuguese
Collectivities in France.
SNES: a major high school teachers union.
FSU: a major teachers union federation.
CGT: General Confederation of Workers,
a major trade union.
Other organisations are currently joining
the campaign.
The aim of the campaign is to raise
awareness about East Timor in France and
to induce solidarity actions and/or pressure
initiative from local groups and concerned
citizens until the CGI meeting at the beginning of the summer in Paris. The CGI meeting can be regarded as the main target of the
campaign.
The Campaign wants to be open: every
participating group can choose to work in
the way that fits the best its possibilities,
habits, culture...
The campaign was launched on March
21st by a press conference held at l'Entrepot, a cinema which has been showing
"Manufacturing Consent" since last November (and will continue to until next June
at least). Among speakers was Jose Ramos
Horta. About 50 people attended, among
whom Mrs Mitterrand. John Pilger's film
"Death of a Nation" was shown at the press
conference.
The link between participants to the
campaign is a campaign bulletin, scheduled
to have 8 issues. Each issue features news
from the Campaign, international news and a
main article on a given theme (no1: historical
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background; no2: East Timor and international law; no3: Human rights violations and
the UN, forthcoming). This bulletin is sent
to participants, but also selected journalists,
government officials and parliamentarians
(mostly those parliamentarians members of
the Friendship group France/ Indonesia and
those senators members of the corresponding France/SE Asia friendship group).
Campaign resources: written documents
on various themes, books, audio- visual
material and an exhibition are available from
the campaign on request.
In future postings, information on results
of the campaign will (hopefully!) be given.
Requests for further information and
solidarity messages (which are most welcome!) to the Campaign can be addressed to
Peuples Solidaires
attention Jean-Francois Labolle
17 Place de l'Argonne
75019 Paris, France
tel: +33 (1) 40 35 17 28
fax: +33 (1) 42 09 66 66

SHATTERING THE SILENCE
Editorial in New Statesman and Society,
April 15.
By Steve Platt (NSS editor)
Sometimes, just sometimes, it is possible
to shatter the silence. After years in which
the genocide in East Timor went largely
unremarked in the mainstream media, John
Pilger's recent TV film and articles have
helped to place it on the political agenda.
Yet not everyone who might be expected to
take up the issue of the Indonesian government's campaign of murder against the East
Timorese people has done so.
"John Smith proclaims Labour as the
party of truth and social justice, and Robin
Cook haunts the Scott inquiry making righteous noises about the scandal of arms sales
to Iraq," writes Richard Purver, of London
N13. "But if Labour had been in power
during the last few years it would have been
they who featured in John Pilger's photographic rogues' gallery of British politicians
shaking hands with Suharto (NSS, 4
March)."
Purver draws attention to Labour defence
spokesperson David Clark's interview with
NSS last year (12 November) in which Clark
indicated that he, and the Labour Party,
supported the sale of Hawk military aircraft
to Indonesia. A central feature of Pilger's
film, readers might recall, was an eyewitness account of the use of Hawks against
Timorese civilians.
South-east Asia needs a stronger security
system, Clark told NSS, and Indonesia had
to be part of it. "I'd like a world where they
was no war; and no weapons. But I find it
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difficult to take a purely moral, or moralistic, stand."
I don't. And readers who share the view
that the sale of military aircraft to regimes
that systematically murder large numbers of
people ought not to be an issue on which it
is "difficult" to take a moral stand might like
to emulate Richard Purver by writing to
David Clark (House of Commons, London
SW1) to tell him so.
While you have the pen and paper out, it
might also be worth writing to the Foreign
Office -- although don't expect much by
way of return. Katrina Payne, of London
SW16, sent me details of the response she
received to her letter on the subject.
"It would be a mistake to confuse past
history with today's realities," the FO replied. "It is wrong to suggest that widespread abuses of human rights in the 1970s
persist in East Timor today ... There is
nothing wrong with selling arms to friendly
countries to allow them to defend themselves. Indonesia is no exception. There is
no embargo on arms sales to that country
nor any justification for imposing one."
The reply asserts that "there is no evidence to support allegations that Hawk
aircraft, or other British defence equipment,
are being used for repressive purposes
against the people of East Timor ... It would
be wrong to base, or amend, our policy on
defence sales on the spurious allegations
which have appeared recently in the media."
Or, no doubt, the presumably equally
"spurious" allegations made by Indonesian
opponents of the Suharto regime such as
George Aditjondro. As John Pilger reported
in NSS last week, Aditjondro's house has
been attacked, he and his colleagues have
been threatened, and the university where he
teaches is under pressure to sack him as a
result of his detailed academic papers on the
effects of Indonesia's attempts to "integrate"
East Timor. These suggest that, if anything,
the figure of 200,000 people -- a third of the
East Timorese population -- having died
under the Indonesian occupation is an underestimate. They also challenge the attempts of the Suharto regime to play down
the 1991 massacre at the Santa Cruz cemetery, Dili, referring to the real (and welldocumented) death toll of 271 young people
rather than the figure of 19 (subsequently
revised to "around 50") claimed by the government.
Aditjondro's job, his home and possibly
his life may depend upon international publicity and support. Before putting away
those pens and papers, then, one last letter
is in order, as suggested by Annabel and
Paul Caddle, of York Action for Peace.
Anyone wishing to oppose the moves to
oust George Aditjondro can write to Dr.
John Ihalauw, Rector, Satya Wacana Chris-

tian University, J L Diponegoro 52-60,
Salatiga 50711, Central Java, Indonesia (fax
+62-298-81420). Aditjondro can be reached
at the same fax and address. Do it now!

AUSTRALIAN ACADEMICS
SUPPORT DR GEORGE
ADITJONDRO.
Open letter to
Dr John O Ihalauw, Rector
Satya Wacana Christian University
Salatiga 50711, Indonesia
Dear Dr Ihalauw,
Satya Wacana University has built a
reputation for excellence within Indonesia
and abroad. Both its high educational standards and its important contributions to
public debate are well known. International
scholars value it as a window on Indonesia.
One reason for this reputation is quite simply that Satya Wacana has always allowed
its scholars to acquire and exchange knowledge freely.
Recent public statements on East Timor
by your staff member Dr George Aditjondro
are entirely in the spirit of that academic
freedom, and they have added to the university's standing. Dr Aditjondro is himself
well known and respected in Australia in
both academic and NGO circles. With some
Indonesian colleagues, we believe that pressure to forbid Dr Aditjondro from continuing his work at Satya Wacana, if successful,
would do irreparable damage both to the
university's name and to the constructive
role of academia in Indonesian public life.
We recognize that academic freedoms are
much more costly in your country than in
ours, and for that reason also more precious.
As scholars with wide-ranging academic
interests in Indonesia we therefore offer our
moral support in your difficult task of maintaining those freedoms.
Yours sincerely,
Curtis Andressen, Flinders U
Susan Blackburn, Monash U
David Bourchier, Monash U
Colin Brown, Flinders U
Peter Burns, James Cook U
Ian Chalmers, Murdoch U
Charles Coppel, U Melbourne
Robert Cribb, U Queensland
Harold Crouch, Aus Nat U
Philip Eldridge, U Tasmania
Assoc Prof Robert Elson, Griffith U
Herb Feith, Monash U
Keith Foulcher, Flinders U
Prof James Fox, Aus Nat U
Stephen Frost, Murdoch U
Barbara Hatley, Monash U
David T Hill, Murdoch U
Prof Joel Kahn, Latrobe U
Ward Keeler, Aus Nat U
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Gerry van Klinken, Griffith U
Max Lane, U Wollongong
Michael van Langenberg, U Sydney
Anthony Lapsley, Murdoch U
Prof John Legge, Monash
Anton Lucas, Flinders U
Douglas Miles, James Cook U
Anthony O'Connor, Griffith U
Prof Anthony Reid, Aus Nat U
Krishna Sen, Murdoch U
Maila Stivens, U Melbourne
Agus Sumule, U Queensland
Adrian Vickers, U Wollongong
Carol Warren, Murdoch U
Prof James Warren, Murdoch U
Ken Young, Monash U

A VOICE THAT SHAMES
THOSE SILENT ON TIMOR
By John Pilger
New Statesman and Society, 8 April 1994
Two weeks ago, the Australian Prime
Minister, Paul Keating, launched a "trade
and cultural promotion" with Indonesia.
Surrounded by businessmen and representatives of the arts, Keating made an extraordinary speech that was praised in the Australian press for its "maturity". He announced
a "partnership" with Jakarta which, he said,
would "stand as a model for cooperation
between developed and developing countries". He described the "stability" of the
Suharto regime as "the single most beneficial
strategic development to have affected Australia and its region in the past 30 years".
He made not a single reference to human
rights, let alone the fact that the regime of
General Suharto had one of the most barbarous records of the 20th century; that, in
coming to power, Suharto and his generals
had killed more than half a million people,
and had caused the death of more people in
East Timor, proportionately, than had died
under Pol Pot in Cambodia.
The Keating speech was, in many respects, a breathtaking performance that
exemplified the suppression of historical
truth in pursuit of a "market" strategy. The
deaths that have paid for the great "benefit"
to Australia were also excluded from the
press reporting of his speech in the same
way that Stalin's crimes were eradicated
from the press of eastern Europe. The Jakarta regime, declared Australia's only national newspaper, The Australian, "can be
declared moderate". Last September, the
Indonesian ambassador in Canberra accurately described Keating as "our comrade in
arms".
What was striking about Keating's speech
was that it was made on the same day on
which George Aditjondro, an Indonesian
academic, risked his livelihood, and possibly

his life, to speak out about East Timor, to
"take off the veil of secrecy", as he later told
me. In Australia, his trenchant analysis of
the genocide committed by his government
in East Timor was reported in depth only
by Andre Malan, a journalist with the West
Australian in Perth. The denials of the Jakarta regime and a craven, veiled dismissal
by foreign minister Gareth Evans, were
dutifully reported.
Thereafter, Dr Aditjondro passed back
into media oblivion. In Britain, not a word
of his disclosures was published. With the
exception of Portugal and Holland, he was
ignored in Europe. Although a PhD of Cornell University, his stand is little known in
the United States.
Yet Aditjondro is one of Indonesia's most
courageous voices. As a lecturer at Satya
Wacana Christian University in Central
Java, he has long campaigned for human
rights in Indonesia. He is a reminder that the
ruling clique around Suharto is not Indonesia; and that Douglas Hurd's patronising
dismissal of his country as a society resistant to the "western concept of human
rights" is insulting in the extreme to those,
like Aditjondro, and to the post-world-wartwo struggle for human rights in Indonesia
that Suharto crushed in the mid-1960s.
Aditjondro's message is simply that genocide in East Timor is unworthy of Indonesia.
"It may be necessary to take action
against Dr George Aditjondro," threatened
General Soeyono, the military commander
of Central Java. "He doesn't know about
East Timor. He hasn't been there. He hasn't
carried out any investigation about East
Timor. So where does his information come
from?" Within days, Aditjondro's house was
attacked by stone-throwing thugs, and his
university has come under pressure to sack
him.
It is not difficult to understand why. On
16 March, Aditjondro released two academic papers, written after more than 20
years of research. Entitled "In the Shadow
of Mount Ramelau" and "From Memo to
Tutuaka", they represent one of the most
comprehensive analyses of the effects of
lndonesia's attempts to "integrate" East
Timor.
In spite of the military's threats, the
Aditjondro disclosures cannot easily be
subjected to the usual campaign of lies and
smears that Jakarta and its foreign apologists resort to in the face of evidence of the
genocide. Aditjondro is respected in Indonesian academic circles and has even had the
imprimatur of Suharto himself, who in 1986
presented him with the award of Indonesian
environmentalist of the year.
The Aditjondro papers support the estimate of human-rights organisations that at

Page 33

least 200,000 people, or a third of the East
Timorese population, have died under the
Indonesian occupation. In a telephone interview from his home in Java, he told me that
200,000 was a "moderate estimate". In his
research, he quotes a figure of 60,000 East
Timorese killed in the first two months of
the occupation -- 10 per cent of the population.
"The death toll," he writes, "quickly
escalated during the succeeding years.
During the first three years of the war, the
population in the territory fell from 688,771
in 1974 to 329,271 in October 1978. What
happened to the shortfall of 359,500 people? About 4,000 went into exile ... A large
number were forced to flee or went
voluntarily into the forests. . . But anecdotal
accounts point to an exceedingly high death
toll."
He gives credence to the reports of foreign observers that describe the use of Napalm and Agent Orange, a carcinogen. In
describing the bombardment (by mainly
American-supplied planes), he chronicles
the decimation of the gentios, or animist
people of East Timor, who, before the invasion in 1975, lived in the valleys of the
Ramelau mountain range in the western
interior of the country. He puts their population in 1974 at 460,112. After four years
of bombing, this had been reduced to
68,839.
"Various ways of executing the survivors
of the aerial bombing were developed," he
writes. "One of them was plunging those
suspected of supporting the freedom
movement over the cliffs of the Sarei river at
Builico in the district of Ainaro. Other ways
were by plunging the suspects into the sea
of the Dili Bay or by overcrowding prisoners in barracks on the Atauro island with 40
to 80 inmates covered with black canvas."
He describes how thousands of others were
forced down to the lowlands of Baucau, into
resettlement camps where many died "if
they were not executed by plunging them
from the notorious Celicai river banks, the
'second hell', as the local people came to call
the place".
The Aditjondro papers describe how the
Catholic Church in East Timor was prevented from distributing famine relief in the
late 1970s, when starvation claimed many
thousands of lives as a direct result of the
occupation; and how Indonesian soldiers
have systematically raped and otherwise
abused East Timorese women.
He describes a series of "blood oaths"
carried out by the military as a way of
showing that the supporters of Fretilin, the
resistance movement, had abandoned their
struggle for independence. "Small samples of
their blood were taken," he writes, "and
mixed with the blood of eight cocks and six
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bottles of whiskey. They had to drink that
mixture and pledge loyalty to the Indonesian
flag, and finally, have a collective meal with
the local parish priest in the church. The
priest objected to this ritual, which was
against East Timorese tradition ..."
"The most important indirect consequence of the war in East Timor," he writes,
"is the fostering of a culture of violence ...
this reached its zenith with the massacre of
271 young people at the Santa Cruz cemetery, Dili, on 12 November 1991 ..." It is
this one statement that marks out Aditjondro's courage. Indonesian propaganda, and
that of its backers in the west -- notably the
Australian government -- has mounted a
campaign in recent months to deny or cast
doubt on evidence that makes mockery of
Jakarta's claim that just 19 people (later
revised to "around 50") were killed in the
Santa Cruz cemetery.
Aditjondro's source for the figure of 271
is the same used by myself and others, and
comes from Timorese research rigorously
cross-checked by the Lisbon-based human
rights organisation Peace is Possible in East
Timor. The research lists the names and
addresses of each one of the murder victims.
With the prospect of burgeoning trade with
Australia and arms deals with Britain and
Europe, Jakarta's supporters have been at
pains to present the Suharto regime as
"open", "stable", "moderate" and even "sensitive to human rights". To this end, the
regime was encouraged to set up a "commission of inquiry" following the Dili massacre.
Although dismissed by Amnesty as "totally lacking credibility and designed principally to appease international criticism", it
has been well used by Jakarta's friends. A
recent letter in the Guardian, by Tory MP
Patrick Nicholls has become part of the
Indonesian information ministry's current
propaganda, recycling its inaccuracies as
legitimising fact. The discredited statements
of Australian foreign minister Gareth Evans
are similarly used as Indonesian press releases.
Within two months of the Dili massacre,
which Evans described as an "aberration",
the Australian government oversaw the
awarding of contracts under the Timor Gap
treaty. Signed in 1989 by Evans and his
Indonesian counterpart, Ali Alatas, flying
over the mass graves of East Timor and
toasting each other in champagne, the treaty
allows Australians and other foreign companies to exploit the gas and oil reserves off
East Timor which, says Evans, could bring
in "zillions" of dollars.
In his 16 March speech in Sydney, Prime
Minister Keating effused about the "exciting
economic opportunities" awaiting Australian companies in Indonesia. In fact, Australian companies have for years been assisting
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the Indonesian military's repression in East
Timor with strategic road and bridgebuilding. The Aditjondro papers describe
the fraudulent nature of this "development"
and document the exciting economic opportunities grasped by a group of generals close
to Suharto, including General Benni Murdani, who mounted the invasion of East
Timor. They set up a front company that
now monopolises East Timor's economy,
controlling trade in sandalwood, coffee, and
marble.
At the same time, writes Aditjondro, the
regime has allowed Javanese and Balinese
immigrants to take control of land belonging
to East Timorese farmers, often without
compensation. "People in East Timor are
longing for a referendum on their future,"
Aditjondro told me, "but unless there is an
embargo on those coming in, this may be
worthless."
He said that two of his close colleagues,
Arief Budiman and Ariel Heryanto, who
supported his stand, had received threatening letters stating that they had "besmirched" the name of the university. He
said the rector of the university was under
pressure from the military to sack him, but
he had heard nothing. "I have read in the
local press that we are to be refused the
right to publish our papers outside the university," he said.
I asked him if he regarded international
publicity as a form of personal protection.
"Yes, it is," he replied. In contrast to the
uncritical, often obsequious attention given
to the schemes of those promoting "trade"
at any price, such as Keating's "partnership"
with the genocidal regime, the silence and
indifference afforded George Aditjondro
endangers him and shames us.

AAAS UPDATE ON
ADITJONDRO
25 APRIL 1994
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE HUMAN
RIGHTS ACTION NETWORK
(AAASHRAN)
CHINA AND INDONESIA -- UPDATE ON
POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE
CASES OF WANG JUNTAO (CHINA) AND
GEORGE ADITJONDRO (INDONESIA)
Positive results have been reported in
both of these cases. Physicist and economist
Wang Juntao, a leader of the pro-democracy
movement and Tiananmen Square demonstrations in 1989, who was the subject of
two previous AAAS human rights alerts,
has been released from prison and authorized to travel to the U.S. for medical treatment. Our alert of 21 November 1993
sought his release on medical grounds, and

suggested he be allowed to obtain treatment
in the U.S. for a very serious Hepatitis B
condition. This suggestion was initially
proposed by Ellen Mercer, Director of the
Office of International Affairs of the American Psychiatric Association, at a meeting of
representatives of the scientific community
with Mr. Wang's wife, Hou Xiantian, convened by the AAAS. It was followed up by
correspondence between the National Institutes of Health and a number of scientific
and human rights organizations.
Reports also have been received from
two sources that the threats regarding the
possible dismissal of sociologist Prof.
George Aditjondro from his post as professor at Satya Wacana Christian University in
Indonesia have eased, and that his job is no
longer considered in danger. Prof. Aditjondro had written articles in an Australian
newspaper dealing with the controversial
subject of East Timor. The AAAS human
rights alert of 14 April 1994 pointed out
that threats of dismissal for published
scholarly work or opinion would violate
standards of academic and professional freedom, as well as the right to free expression.
With respect to two of Prof. Aditjondro's
colleagues, anthropologist Prof. Arief Budiman and linguist Prof. Ariel Heryanto, who
also were under threat of possible dismissal,
in part because of their support for Dr.
Aditjondro, it is not clear whether the situation has improved for them as well. Apparently, their cases are complicated by the fact
that a pre-existing conflict existed between
them and the new Rector of the University,
whose appointment they criticized publicly.
Prof. Aditjondro has indicated that he would
resign in protest if his colleagues lose their
positions.
Several AAASHRAN subscribers
pointed out that there is a new Indonesian
Ambassador to the U.S., Arafin Siregar,
replacing Abdul Rachman Ramly who was
listed in the alert to receive copies of appeal
letters.
There have now been three major cases
where positive results have been reported as
a result of recent AAAS human rights alerts
and coordinated appeals and protests by
members of the scientific and human rights
communities. These include the Wang and
Aditjondro cases, as well as the recent dismissal of criminal charges against Russian
chemist Vil Mirzayanov, after he revealed
that secret chemical weapons experimentation and production was taking place in
violation of international weapons control
treaties.
Please keep sending any copies of appeals you write in response to the alerts, as
well as any information you may have on
the posted cases. This feedback is very
important to us and to other members of the
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scientific community making use of the
information, and sometimes involves very
inspiring stories. One notable one was the
report from an Australian University Journalism Department that they planned to do
follow-up newspaper articles on the Aditjondro case, received less than 24 hours after
the alert was issued. You also are encouraged to distribute the alerts through your
own institutions and electronic bulletin
boards to spread the word more effectively.

TRANSCRIPT OF THE ABC TV
LATELINE INTERVIEW WITH
GEORGE ADITJONDRO
Tuesday 22 March 1994.
Reporters: Kerry O'BRIEN, Margot
O'NEILL
Speakers: Sabam SIAGIAN - Indonesian
Ambassador to Australia
Senator Gareth EVANS - Minister for
Foreign Affairs
Pat WALSH - Human Rights Director,
Australian Council for Overseas Aid.
Prof. Jamie MACKIE - researcher, strategic and Defence Studies Centre, Research
School of Pacific Studies, ANU
Dr George ADITJONDRO - Lecturer in
Research Methodology, Environment and
Social Movement, Satya Wacana University, Central Java.
Paul KEATING, MP - Prime Minister
KERRY O'BRIEN: For nearly 20 years,
there's been a constant trickle of horror stories emerging from East Timor, allegations of
torture, executions and massacres carried out
by the Indonesian forces there. Now, for the
first time, a leading Indonesian academic has
spoken out on behalf of the East Timorese.
GEORGE ADITJONDRO: If they're
happy with integration, why does there
have to be - according to Indonesian claims eight battalions of Indonesian troops there?
If they're happy with integration why does
there have to be so many intelligence agents
in Dili? If they're happy with integration,
why can't the Timorese visit the graves of
their relatives in Santa Cruz?
KERRY O'BRIEN: In the past, the Indonesians have played these claims down.
This time, the accusations come from one of
their own. Dissenting report - that's our
story tonight.
It's 19 years since Indonesia invaded East
Timor and annexed the former Portuguese
colony as its 27th province. But the United
Nations still doesn't recognise Indonesia's
claim to East Timor and each year, through
its Human Rights Commission, the UN
expresses concern about reports of widespread human rights abuses there, particularly after the Dili massacre in 1991. The
Indonesian Government has admitted to
making mistakes in East Timor and has un-

dertaken to reduce the role of the military.
But it claims that allegations of other massacres, widespread torture and executions are
the concoction of pro-independence guerrillas and foreign sympathisers. The majority
of East Timorese, Jakarta says, accept Indonesian rule.
But now, a leading Indonesian academic
has spoken out against his own government's actions in East Timor. Dr George
Aditjondro first visited East Timor in 1974
and went back for ten days last year after
the Dili massacre. He's now published two
research papers adding the weight of a respected Indonesian to allegations of human
rights abuses, economic dispossession and
disaffection for Jakarta.
We'll be talking to him in just a moment,
but first, Margot O'Neill's background report which contains scenes that may disturb
some viewers.
MARGOT O'NEILL: For nearly 20
years, the allegations have persisted - massacres of hundreds of villagers, torture, starvation. In the five years after the invasion it's now widely believed - that one third of
East Timor's population died. But the
bloodshed only seemed real to the international community when it was finally captured on film during the Dili massacre in
1991.
For nearly 20 years, East Timor has been
a largely silent tragedy. Every now and then
allegations grab headlines like the new John
Pilger film Death of a Nation, screening in
Sydney and Melbourne. It gives alleged
eyewitness accounts of a second massacre
of 200 wounded survivors from Dili.
EXTRACT from Death of a Nation:
JOSE : After they stopped shooting,
those who had survived - the ones who
could have been saved because they were
only wounded in the legs or arms - they
were stabbed with bayonets.
MARGOT O'NEILL: The Indonesian
Government which is yet to account for
more than 200 people the United Nations
says went missing in the wake of the massacre, denounce the claims. The Australian
Government, which has been urging the
United States to soften its increasingly
tough stand on human rights in Indonesia,
has played the allegations down.
EXTRACT: (20.2.1994)
GARETH EVANS: We haven't seen any
evidence at all to justify anything like the
events that are now reported to have occurred by Mr Pilger and his colleague.
MARGOT O'NEILL: Now, a new voice
has emerged on East Timor. A leading Indonesian intellectual, Dr George Aditjondro,
who once received an environmental award
from President Suharto, has published research highly critical of Indonesian policies
in East Timor. Dr Aditjondro claims that
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there's a culture of violence and intimidation
in East Timor; that the military forced some
locals to drink bizarre blood oaths to prove
their loyalty to Jakarta; that napalm and
defoliants like Agent Orange have been used;
that there's widespread sexual abuse of
women by soldiers; and that the true death
toll of the Dili massacre is more than 270
compared to the 50 claimed by the Indonesian Government.
Jakarta responded quickly, describing
Aditjondro's work as valueless and claiming
he's not an expert on East Timor.
EXTRACT (17 March 1994)
SABAM SIAGIAN: I have my doubts
about that paper. I know George. He's very
good in environmental studies of Irian Jaya,
but to venture into East Timor, I think - I
have my doubts.
MARGOT O'NEILL: But Jakarta can't
dismiss Dr Aditjondro lightly. Even though
his claims aren't new, the publication is an
embarrassing blow because of his public
standing both inside Indonesia and abroad.
JAMIE MACKIE: He's been an active
figure in the NGOs non-governmental organisations - for a long time, and he's very
well known; I think pretty highly regarded. I
couldn't lightly dismiss him.
PAT WALSH: The fact is, as an Indonesian academic of considerable standing, he is
revealing to an Indonesian public aspects of
the issue that have been kept hidden from
them for many years, so I think the lifting of
the veil of secrecy, the exposing of the real
facts of the issue is incredibly important.
Because until Indonesians know why the
Timorese are unhappy and begin to exert
some pressure on their government from
within, there's not going to be any momentum there, at least, to change policy, and
that's what's needed.
MARGOT O'NEILL: But while one of
his university colleagues has supported his
research, a member of the Indonesian Parliament has called for Dr Aditjondro's arrest
when he returns to Jakarta tonight. Indonesian experts believe it will be an important
test of President Suharto's commitment to
greater political openness in Indonesia.
JAMIE MACKIE: Things have loosened
up quite a lot and freedom of expression
over the last year has been far greater than
we've seen for a long time, so that I think if
they were to take a tough line on him, now,
they'd be going back on a recent trend of
policy.
MARGOT O'NEILL: The Australian
Government is reacting cautiously, saying
its still looking into Dr Aditjondro's claims.
Canberra says it has to juggle a delicate balance between pressing for more human
rights in East Timor and promoting better
relations with Indonesia which is, according
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to Prime Minister Paul Keating, our most
important bilateral relationship.
EXTRACT (16 March 1994)
PAUL KEATING:...that is, the emergence of the New Order government of
President Suharto and the stability and
prosperity which his government has
brought to the sprawling archipelago to our
North, was the single, most beneficial strategic development to have affected Australia
and its region in the past 30 years.
KERRY O'BRIEN: Whether or not the
allegations about East Timor are true, Jamie
Mackie says Australia can't afford to rock
the regional boat.
JAMIE MACKIE:... leave aside the issue, which is a complex one, of whether it is
a third of the population or some other proportion, but its certainly been a high one and
its certainly been a tragic and disastrous
story. But I think if we were to put East
Timor at the top of the agenda and say:
'This is what determines our policy towards
the region', we're going to pay a very, very
high price. I think we'd be antagonising
countries like Indonesia, Malaysia and, by
extension, the rest of ASEAN on issues that
matter much - perhaps I shouldn't say much
more, but matter a greater deal, at the moment, like APEC. And with Indonesia chairing the APEC summit later this year, I don't
think this is a sensible time to say: Let's go
out on a limb and pick a fight with Indonesia.
MARGOT O'NEILL: Is there ever a sensible time?
JAMIE MACKIE: Probably not, no.
MARGOT O'NEILL: But while the Indonesian military continues to dominate life
in East Timor, there's a growing recognition,
even in Indonesia, that its policies of integration are failing.
PAT WALSH: There's no doubt the
situation in East Timor is at an impasse.
The Indonesian military is trapped between
the fact that the carrot and stick policy of
repression and development over many
years has clearly not worked; and on the
other hand it's faced by a pretty toughminded, single-minded group of younger
generation who are supposed to be the beneficiaries of Indonesia's administration who
are determined to push their aspirations for
independence and self-determination.
MARGOT O'NEILL: With voices like
Dr Aditjondro and his colleagues now
emerging in Indonesia, the fate of the people
of East Timor is more likely than ever to
remain on the international agenda.
KERRY O'BRIEN: That report from
Margot O'Neill.
Dr George Aditjondro was a journalist
when he first went to East Timor in the
1970s, and also covered other domestic
issues for Indonesia's largest weekly news
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magazine, Tempo. He's also an internationally recognised environmentalist and in 1987
was awarded Indonesia's equivalent of the
Order of Australia by President Suharto for
his outstanding work establishing environmental groups throughout Indonesia. For
five years, he lived in Irian Jaya working on
environmental and cultural issues. He obtained his Ph.D. from Cornell University in
the United States in 1992, and currently
lectures in research methodology, the environment and social movement at Satya
Wacana University in Central Java.
We've attempted, by every means available, to contact the Indonesian Ambassador
to Australia who is in Jakarta at the moment, but have had no response. We've also
tried other political advocated of the Indonesian position without success. We also
invited Australia's Foreign Minister, Gareth
Evans, to give an Australian Government
perspective to the Aditjondro allegations,
but he was also unavailable.
I recorded this interview with Dr Aditjondro by satellite to Singapore, yesterday.
KERRY O'BRIEN: George Aditjondro,
before we go more to the substance of your
claims, the Indonesian government has already attacked your credibility. It says your
work is not based on facts and that you
can't claim any expertise and credibility can
you muster?
GEORGE ADITJONDRO: I have already been observing what's been going on
in East Timor since 1974, fist as a journalist
with Tempo magazine, and I was one of the
first three Indonesian journalists to enter the
territory after the ...revolution. Then, while
I was still working with Tempo, I kept editing the reports on East Timor and kept my
liaison, my contacts with the pro-integration
Timorese who were living in Jakarta or who
were visiting Jakarta. The Tempo magazine
can be an evidence of what I've written
about on East Timor and whom I have interviewed.
Then, during three occasions studying in
the states in '81-'82 and '87-'89, '91-'92 I
kept my contacts with the proindependence Timorese, and while studying
at Cornell University I also did my library
research. I studies the Congress documents,
the Congress hearings about East Timor in
'76 concerning the use of American weapons, and the Congress hearing in 1978-9 in
relation to the famine in East Timor.
And then, after the Dili incident, after the
12 November massacre in Dili, I started to
put more concerted effort to know more
about what's going on in the territory by
doing more library research on East Timor I mean, in the Cornell University library
system - including using all kinds of documents including Indonesian parliamentary
records, Indonesian popular media, and so,

simply not just basically the proindependence or the pro-Fretilin material.
Finally, after having not been ale to visit
the territory for 19 years, in July last year I
visited the territory for 10 days, travelling
from the western-most village of Memo to
the eastern most village of Tutuala. Two
weeks later, I went to Portugal to attend a
conference on East Timor and I collected all
the baseline material I could get on East
Timor relating to anthropology, to the agriculture, to the ecosystems, to the architecture of East Timor in Portuguese. So based
on that, I think I can...
KERRY O'BRIEN: Claim some expertise.
GEORGE ADITJONDRO:...some expertise, yes.
KERRY O'BRIEN: The Indonesian government says that most East Timorese,
today, are happy with their integration with
Indonesia. On what basis would you disagree with that?
GEORGE ADITJONDRO: If they're
happy with integration, why does there
have to be - according to Indonesian claims eight battalions of Indonesian troops there?
If they're happy with integration, why does
there have to be so many intelligence agents
in Dili? If they're happy with integration,
why does the Indonesian government have
to spend so much effort to counter the proindependence propaganda abroad?
KERRY O'BRIEN: You paint a devastating picture of the effects of the war and its
aftermath on the environment and the people. Briefly, how would you summarise the
economic and social conditions in East
Timor today?
GEORGE ADITJONDRO: Briefly, I
will say that East Timor is an Indonesian
colony. There is a lot of development going
on in East Timor but it is not development
dictated or led by the East Timorese people
themselves. Just recently, there still has
been a fairly strong opposition against the
appointment of Indonesian military man as
the district head ... of Viqueque. And if you
talk about development in East Timor in the
sense of the Indonesian government has
pumped in so much money - they say 900
billion rupiah - into East Timor, we should
also discount the subsidy paid by the
Timorese, first by their lives - especially
after one third of the population has died in
the course of all these years - and also financially, in terms of the subsidies they have
had to pay by getting underrated coffee
price and also by all the other monopolies
run by Indonesians in East Timor.
KERRY O'BRIEN: So to what extent do
East Timorese have input into the economy? To what extent do the East Timorese
have any control of the economy or actually
get any financial benefit from the economy?
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GEORGE ADITJONDRO: The
Timorese who have got some benefits from
the economy are those who are living near
the major transportation routes, the major
asphalt roads, and the major asphalt roads
are those roads which are needed for security purposes to transport t he troops as
well as for the transmigrants.
It's very obvious in Timor that areas
where there are no guerrilla activities and
where there are no transmigrants have very
bad infrastructure until now.
KERRY O'BRIEN: You also say that
there are instances under the transmigration
programs where East Timorese land is being
taken over by, say, Javanese or Balinese,
without any compensation payments. How
widespread is that and is there any justification?
GEORGE ADITJONDRO: In general,
the Indonesian government does not recognise customary land as being something
which is owned by people, by clans, and
they only pay some compensation for the
crops which grow on that land. That is not
only a practice in East Timor but is also a
practice in Indonesia as well - say, for instance, in New Guinea and West New
Guinea, in Kalimantan, in Sulawesi - simply
where land is called adat land, customary
land, the Indonesian government doesn't
think they need to pay compensation for
the land. They only pay compensation for
the crops.
KERRY O'BRIEN: You mentioned, a
moment ago, that about one third of the
total population of East Timor had died as a
result of the war. How easy is it to prove
that figure?
GEORGE ADITJONDRO: When I say
one-third, I mean about 200,000. It is a quite
safe figure because in some places more than
one-third of the population have disappeared. Most of them have died and some of
them have fled abroad living as refugees in
Portugal and in Australia. So I'm not only
talking about figures or claims by the independence movement but also by people
who are not necessarily pro-independence,
but are pro-integration.
KERRY O'BRIEN: On the Dili massacre
itself, the Indonesians once again flatly reject the figure of 271 dead that you quote.
Now those aren't even your figures, are
they? They are not your own figures, so
how do you know that they're accurate?
GEORGE ADITJONDRO: I'm supporting that claim because the figures of 271
victims of the Dili massacre is compiled
through intensive and hardworking compilation methods done by the Timorese in East
Timor as well as the Timorese living abroad
in Portugal. They worked hard to compile
those data. They did a lot of cross-checking
so that the same name wouldn't appear in

two or three different categories; they
looked into their village of origin or their
district of origin; they looked into their professions. And what is the most important
thing is they have the list of names of the
271 people who died, and then the two
other categories; those who were wounded
and those who are missing.
In contrast to that, all the Indonesian
claims have not even been able to put a list
of names, have not been able to put faces to
the figures - say, for instance, even the Indonesian initial claim of 19 victims. Who are
those 19 people? Who are those 19 people
who are buried in a collective grave in the
Hera (?) cemetery in East Timor? So even
these simple, small figures cannot be substantiated by the list of names, while this
group in Portugal called Peace is Possible in
Portugal, which is supported by the research done by Amnesty and also by
Timorese health workers and clergy in East
Timor, is much more convincing to me, as a
researcher and as a lecturer in research
methodology.
KERRY O'BRIEN: Tell me this, do you
feel that most Indonesians are in ignorance
of the real facts of East Timor?
GEORGE ADITJONDRO: Yes. That is
the major difference between the American
adventure in Vietnam and the Indonesian
adventure in East Timor. The American
adventure in Vietnam could be widely covered by the Australian media and, based on
that knowledge, the American intelligentsia,
American intellectuals could organise sit-ins,
teach-ins on campuses, so you can say that
the American intervention in Vietnam was
not only stopped by the resistance movement in Vietnam itself, but also by the
young people and the intellectuals in America.
But in the case of East Timor, it started
in the late '75 with the killings of four Australian journalists, and after that, Indonesian
journalists were also not able to cover the
invasion in December '75. Indonesian journalists were also only allowed to visit places
much later, maybe in very controlled manners, to serve the Indonesian propaganda. So
that's why most Indonesians do not have a
clear picture of what is going on in East
Timor, and therefore, they have had to rely
too much only on the official sources, and
my attempt is an attempt to break this, to
break through this veil of secrecy.
KERRY O'BRIEN: It's highly unusual
for someone like yourself to be so openly
critical of the government. Is there any risk
in that?
GEORGE ADITJONDRO: Yes. The
risk is quite clear in my home town, in my
home province, because just last week the
military commander of Central Java already
stated in the Indonesian media that measures
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could be taken to George... Aditjondro if
what he has stated in the Australian media is
true. Indirectly, pressure could be built
upon me through my university, like what
they did to other Indonesian intellectuals
who joined a petition of 50 in 1980. A
friend of mine, at the time, was sacked from
his position at the Catholic University of
Atma Jaya, Chris Siner Key Timu, because
he signed that petition.
So certain pressures could be built on the
Satya Wacana Christian University, to the
leadership of the university, to expel me
from the university. So that's why I need
the support also from our partner churches
in Australia like the Uniting Church, as well
as from the Indonesian churches, whether....
about what I'm saying whether that is really
according to our Christian principles or not.
And also, the Indonesian democratic movement should make their judgment about
what I've stated in those papers.
Is it really like the department of Foreign
Affairs said valueless, not based on facts
and so on and so on? Or is it something
which we have to reflect seriously on. And I
think what I'm doing is also what say, for
instance, people in America have been doing
about assessing the impact of the war in
Indo-China. It is also what the Muslim
world is doing about assessing the impact of
the Gulf war in Iraq as well as in Kuwait
and the Gulf, or what people do in assessing
the impact of the war in Bosnia.
So I think, as an Indonesian citizen, my
primary responsibility is to think about and
to talk about what we have exerted on other
peoples and not only be concerned about
what's happening far away from Indonesia,
in the Middle East or in the Balkans.
KERRY O'BRIEN: Do you accept that
there is a reality, now, that Indonesia will
not and almost cannot withdraw from East
Timor, that East Timor is now, irrevocably,
a part of Indonesia?
GEORGE ADITJONDRO: That reality
might not last forever. It has taken the Palestinians more than 40 years to struggle for
at least now recognition of certain parts of
their homeland, of the former Palestine - the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank - to be their
territory. It took 40 years for the Baltic
republics to regain their independence from
Moscow, from the Russians.
KERRY O'BRIEN: But what we are now
seeing in the fighting within what was Yugoslavia is precisely the kind of thing that the
Indonesian Government says it has to fear
in Indonesia, that there are so many disparate cultures there that they have to pursue
the policies they are in the way they are to
retain one country.
GEORGE ADITJONDRO: Yes. But the
question of Indonesia and the question of
East Timor are two separate things. East
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Timor was never part of the Indonesia
which was proclaimed on 17 August '45.
The Indonesia which was proclaimed at that
time was the former Dutch East Indies.
Now concerning Indonesia, I think the
only way to keep Indonesia intact is if all
the cultures in Indonesia can develop themselves on the same level, on the same platform, and not let certain cultures dominate
other cultures, that the centre can dominate
the peripheries. Maybe Indonesia, in the
future, should move more towards a federalistic pattern and not such a strong centralistic, unitarian state like it is now. If that can
be accepted, then I am optimistic about the
future of Indonesia, but if our unity is only
a unity based on fear and based on exploitation, then Indonesia will face a serious danger of disintegration regardless of whether
East Timor existed or not.
KERRY O'BRIEN: George Aditjondro,
thanks very much for talking with us.
I should say, again, that we invited the
Indonesian Government to respond to those
allegations and I should say that the invitation remains open.

TIME AND TIDE ON TIMOR MAY
NOT WAIT FOR SUHARTO
Eastern Express, (Hong Kong), April 21,
1994
Signs of a thaw are appearing in Indonesia's
brutal relations with the former Portuguese
colony of East Timor. JILL JOLLIFFE reports from Lisbon.
There are two colour photographs:
The Indonesian Foreign Minister, Ali
Alatas, talks to Portuguese nationals of East
Timorese origin
Imprisoned East Timorese rebel leader
Jose Alexandre Gusmão is flanked by activists Thomas Banggai and Nur Hidayat as he
addresses a human rights commission
----------------The arrival at Lisbon Airport of seven
militant East Timorese students after two
years of hiding and detention in Jakarta has
symbolised a new phase in the saga of the
former Portuguese colony invaded by Indonesia in 1975.
The men, who arrived with defiant salutes on New Year's Eve, were survivors of
the November 1991 massacre in Dili, the
East Timorese capital. They had staged an
unsuccessful sit-in at the Finnish and Swedish embassies in Jakarta in June 1993 to
demand political asylum. They were forcibly evicted and, although they were not
arrested, they were not allowed to leave
Indonesia either. The Jakarta Seven, as they
came to be known, were in political limbo.
But just before New Year, Indonesian
President Suharto unexpectedly decided to
allow them to leave for Portugal. On his
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orders, they were given safe escort to the
airport by the Jakarta regional commander,
General Hendropryono, who is close to the
president.
The seven were lucky. Hendropryono is
at odds with old-school officers who insist
there can be no relaxation of the iron military grip that Indonesia maintains over East
Timor - the scene of a prolonged guerilla
resistance for almost 20 years.
And for many Indonesia-watchers, this
was the latest sign that the ageing Suharto,
preparing to nominate a successor, is
extending an olive branch to the East
Timorese in alliance with his foreign
minister, Ali Alatas.
Until the 1975 invasion, Indonesia laid no
claim to the Portuguese territory that, since
independence in 1945, had always been
considered separate from the area of the
former Dutch empire.
The United Nations still does not recognise Indonesian sovereignty and considers
Portugal the legal administrative power. The
issue remains unresolved before the UN and
the UN secretary-general, Boutros BoutrosGhali, is personally supervising talks between Indonesia and Portugal that aim to
reach a diplomatic solution.
Of course, the apparent Suharto-led thaw
towards the annexed territory is fiercely
opposed by the hard-liners associated with
the Dili massacre, in which about 180 unarmed students were shot dead. (A recent
television documentary by the Australian
journalist John Pilger suggested that many
wounded survivors were killed in Dili hospital.)
Of course, there were signs even before
the Dili outrage that certain Indonesian leaders had realised their efforts to subjugate
East Timor were doomed, or at least extremely costly in terms of Indonesia's international standing.
The turning point came in 1989 when a
spreading youth revolt in East Timorese
cities, inspired by the Palestinian intifada,
demonstrated Jakarta had failed to win the
hearts and minds of the younger generation.
Most of those involved were teenagers
who were educated entirely in the Indonesian school system and who barely remembered the invasion. Initially, they had no
contact with the guerilla resistance in the
mountains.
Donaciano Gomes, now 26 and living in
Lisbon, was typical. As a schoolboy he
knew little of Frente Revolucionaria do
Timor Leste Independente (Fretilin), the
liberation movement that led the resistance,
although from the conversations of his parents in occupied Dili he knew of the guerilla
leader Jose Alexandre Gusmão, known as
Xanana.

Gomes filled his school-books with idealised drawings of his hero, just as teenagers
elsewhere might draw Madonna or Michael
Jackson, and when it was announced that
Pope John Paul II would visit Dili, accompanied by the world's press, he began planning an anti-Indonesian demonstration.
It was the first large, open protest in Dili
since 1980, when an ill-planned uprising
was brutally crushed by the Indonesian
military. In the Pope's presence, the youths
unfurled pro-independence banners before
being set upon by Indonesian troops, and
their actions made world headlines.
Gomes, then 20, was arrested soon after
and tortured. He was released three months
later after Washington pressured Jakarta to
free the demonstrators.
By then, his parents had received approval to travel to Portugal under International Commission for Red Cross protection. Gomes needed to keep his head low
until the family's safe departure, but fulfilled
a dream by travelling to the mountains for a
secret meeting with Gusmão. The link between the new and old-generation nationalists was complete - and Indonesia's prospects of winning Timorese sympathy dwindled.
But as the flame of rebellion spread
among the younger generation, they remained suicidally naive in their tactics, and
often breached the most elementary rules of
security, putting their more mature resistance colleagues at risk.
When they took to the streets on November 12, 1991, encouraged by the presence of Yorkshire Television cameras, their
cruel deaths shocked public opinion and
changed international thinking on East
Timor.
Things have moved quickly since. Gusmão was captured in early 1992 and his two
most trusted lieutenants arrested soon after.
Many youths have gone to the mountains,
infusing the military struggle with new
blood, and within Indonesia disquiet over
East Timor is growing, running parallel with
political tensions over the Suharto succession.
In a much-quoted statement after the Dili
massacre, Alatas compared the East Timor
problem to walking with a stone in one's
shoe: if it was an irritant, the only one solution was to get rid of it.
More recently, after meeting President
Clinton at the G7 summit in Tokyo last
July, Suharto told journalists there was a
difference between East Timor and Aceh or
Irian Jaya, two areas inherited from the
Dutch colonial empire where ethnic rebellion
is endemic. In Timor, he said, Indonesia was
merely a "guest in someone else's house".
This statement reflected the growing division between Suharto and the military men
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grouped around General Beni Moerdani, an
architect of the East Timor invasion.
Recently the president has systematically clipped the power of the Moerdani
group. In January he dismissed General
Theo Syafei, the unpopular hard-line military commander of Timor, replacing him
with a moderate, General Adang Ruchiatna
Puradiredja.
And Jakarta's search for a face-saving
formula was apparently the motive for preChristmas talks held near London between
East Timorese supporters of Indonesian rule
and pro-independence East Timorese, led by
former Fretilin leader Abilio Araújo.
The luxury-hotel venue was paid for by
the Indonesian government, and the Suharto
family and Alatas were said to be partly
responsible for the meeting.
But the East Timorese who participated
were denounced as collaborationists by their
compatriots, including the influential Bishop
of Dili, and the move now appears doomed.
"It's just a trick to improve Indonesia's
image before the next UN-sponsored talks
between our minister and Alatas in May," a
Portuguese foreign ministry official claimed.
"I expect they'll string the Timorese along
and then get them to sign some statement
legitimising their occupation."
And observers are divided over the true
meaning of Suharto's putative olive-branch.
"There is no doubt something major is
going on in Indonesia," said Anthony Goldstone, of The Economist Intelligence Unit.
"But our problem is to know just what, and
how to read it."
In an October 1992 report, the political
scientist R William Liddle described the
Indonesian army as politically trapped in
East Timor, its carrot-and-stick policies of
almost two decades having failed, yet its
commitment to holding the territory unchanged.
He then looked at how this dilemma
might affect the Suharto succession crisis,
observing: "One outcome might be genuine
[but not necessarily stable] democracy for
Indonesia combined with immediate independence for East Timor, which would
surely entail [or presuppose] an almost total
loss of political power by the army.
"Another possibility is a military crackdown precipitated by the officer corps' fear
of national disintegration and its own political demise, ending in a re-affirmation or even
heightening of military rule.
"Still another possibility is the emergence
of a moderate army faction ... that would
advocate both limited democratisation for
Indonesia and limited autonomy for East
Timor."
But assessing the options, Liddle plumps
for scepticism rather than optimism, concluding that the strength of the military in

Indonesia should not be underestimated and
that there is a strong probability of reform
hopes being dashed by heightened repression.

BAE CAMPAIGNERS SERVED
NOTICE
From British Aerospace Campaigns
group
21 April, 1994
Two members of the 'British Aerospace
Campaign', a group who campaign for the
demilitarisation of British Aerospace, were
served legal notice from BAe on 20-041994.
Milan Rai and Chris Cole were advised
that BAe will apply to the High Court on
Tuesday next (26-04-94) for a temporary
injunction against them both. The injunction
is served to prevent Milan and Chris from
trespassing on all BAe property, and, from
encouraging other people from doing so.
A number of affidavits' were also served,
including photographs of the two members
at demonstrations and minutes of a meeting
they had attended where the BAe Campaign
was discussed.
The resources of BAe are vast and it is
obvious they will employ tactics to discourage peacemakers who seek to redirect the
military machine.
Many peacemakers will miss the company and support of Milan Rai and Chris
Cole on next Tuesday 26th April '94 when
they will both be stuck in the High Court.
Meanwhile, on the same day, plenty more
of us will be attending the BAe protest
against the sale of 24 BAe manufactured
Hawk ground attack planes to the Indonesian dictator. This event will take place
outside BAe headquarters in Grosvenor
Square in central London at 12 noon where
BAe AGM takes place.

FRETILIN CONFERENCE
RESULTS
Radio Netherlands, April 18 1994. By Jill
Jolliffe
(Lisbon) The overseas branch of
FRETILIN, the leading East Timorese political party, has elected a new leadership
after a week- long congress at which it also
changed the party's political emphasis.
Mr. Jose Luis Guterres, a popular, moderate figure, emerged as the most senior
leader and in his inaugural address placed
defence of the human rights of each East
Timorese at the top of FRETILIN's agenda,
and said that ideological disputes were for
later -- "we will keep those for the parliament of independent East Timor," he asserted.
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However, the changes were half-hearted.
Although the congress elected the new leaders of FRETILIN's external wing in the first
elections since the Indonesian invasion of
1975, the chosen members of the 6-member
Central Council are all over 40 years of age,
and most of them have spent long periods in
Mozambique or Angola, reflecting the oldstyle political preferences of FRETILIN.
The outcome made no concessions to a new
generation of young refugees who have been
forged in the conflict in East Timor itself.
Jose Luis Guterres -- based in Mozambique, though he does spend a good deal of
time elsewhere -- was elected leader of the
FRETILIN external front, replacing Abilio
Araújo. Mari Alkatiri was elected deputy
leader and head of the foreign policy section,
and Roque Rodrigues, based in Angola, was
elected second deputy leader.
The Central Council now consists of Estanislau Silva, Alfredo Ferreira, Olimpio
Branco, Ana Pinto, Gregorio de Sousa, and
Jose Sarmento. Silva and Ferreira are resident in Australia, Branco and Sarmento in
Portugal, and Pinto in Mozambique. All
have lived and trained in Mozambique or
Angola, with the exception of Ferreira.
In his address, Mr. Guterres said that
FRETILIN would do all in its power to
ensure that the Geneva Convention and the
UN Charter were respected in Timor -- not
only by the Indonesian occupation forces,
but by East Timorese guerrillas, and that the
party will concentrate on one unifying factor -- the demand for a referendum in which
East Timorese could decide on the future
political status of the country.
He said that Indonesian foreign minister
Ali Alatas's attitude of refusing to negotiate
with the resistance was incomprehensible:
"Indonesian military officers negotiated with
Xanana in 1983," he said, "so why is Mr.
Alatas refusing to negotiate with us now?"
He pledged that the resistance would continue fighting until a referendum is held in
Timor, and until all political prisoners, including Xanana, are freed.
The FRETILIN leader said that the congress had some reservations about a peace
plan submitted to the UN by Jose Ramos
Horta on behalf of Timor's National Resistance Council two years ago, which allows
for a period of East Timorese autonomy
under Indonesian rule before a final UNsupervised act of self-determination, but he
said discussion would continue.
Mr. Ramos Horta, overseas representative of the Resistance Council, spoke to the
closing session of the congress, where he
defended the plan and outlined the work of
the Council abroad in recent years.
The Council is the supreme policymaking body of the East Timorese resistance and acts as an umbrella organisation to
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the political parties, principally FRETILIN
and UDT.
The FRETILIN congress approved various resolutions during the week-long meeting, including one to expel Guilhermina
Araújo, wife of Abilio Araújo, formerly the
head of the overseas branch of FRETILIN
who was himself expelled earlier for his
involvement in negotiations with a group of
East Timorese sympathetic to the Indonesian presence in Timor. Known as the "reconciliation project", the negotiations are
backed by President Suharto and Foreign
Minister Alatas and aim at finding common
ground between East Timorese of different
political views divided by war.
The other resolutions included one paying tribute to the role of the Catholic Church
in defending human rights in East Timor,
with special focus on the role of Bishop
Belo, and a tribute to the memory of his
predecessor, Dom Martinho Lopes da
Costa, who died in Lisbon a few years ago.

WORLD BANK ACCUSED OF
BREAKING ITS OWN RULES
Voice of America, 19 April 1994
By =Imani Crosby, Washington
Intro: some members of congress and a
private u-s research group are accusing the
world bank of breaking its own rules in continuing to grant loans to Indonesia. Those
charges are detailed in a report released at a
news conference in Washington Tuesday by
the Project on Demilitarization and Democracy V-O-A's Imani Crosby has details.
Text: the research group director, Caleb
Rossiter, accused Indonesia of taking bribes,
protecting state-owned industries from
competition and giving false information in
applying for world bank loans.
He said extorted monies from the ethnic
Chinese business community in Indonesia
and military-owned but low-volume commercial businesses account for up to 50
percent of unreported funds every year.
Mr. Rossiter also claimed U-S citizens
indirectly finance the Indonesian military
through the U-S contribution to the world
bank.
// Rossiter actuality //
"We found that the American taxpayer is
subsidizing these practices in one-and-a half
billion dollars in world bank lending to the
Indonesian military dictatorship, which is
precisely the level of annual military spending reported by Indonesia."
// end actuality //
Mr. Rossiter was joined by u-s congressman Joe Kennedy, who called for the
Clinton administration to present proposals
for reform on military spending to prevent

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

misuse of separate U-S aid by developing
countries.
// Kennedy actuality //
"What this report demonstrates for the
very first time in the very starkest of terms
is, that in spite of improved rhetoric, neither
the treasury department nor the international institutions have changed the way
they make decisions about lending."
// end actuality //
Mr. Kennedy predicted if the Clinton
administration did not act, congress would
have to pass legislation to make Indonesia
and other developing countries accurately
disclose their military activities and spending to qualify for any type of financial assistance.
In 1992, congress cut off military aid to
Indonesia following a military assault on
opposition members in East Timor, which
has been under Indonesian occupation for
nearly twenty years.
Hundreds of East Timorese were said to
have been killed in the assault, when the
military opened fire on a funeral procession
of an opposition leader at a cemetery in Dili,
the capital of east Timor, in November
1991.
Asked for reaction, a world bank official
said the report is seriously flawed and he
categorically denied its charges.

SENATORS URGE TOUGHER
HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY
Voice of America, 4/19/94
By Jim Malone
Intro: members of a U-S Senate subcommittee on foreign aid urged the Clinton administration Tuesday to toughen its human
rights policy around the world. V-O-A correspondent Jim Malone reports some Democrats are frustrated with what they see as
an administration unwilling to follow
through on its human rights commitments.
Text: the chairman of the Senate subcommittee which oversees foreign aid, Patrick Leahy, says there are too many examples where the Clinton administration's
rhetoric on human rights has, in his words,
rung hollow, where action has failed to follow words.
Senator Leahy specifically mentioned
China which is seeking renewal of most
favored nation trade status with the United
States, a decision which will be made over
the next several weeks. He also mentioned
Colombia, where allegations of extrajudicial
executions and torture by the government
have caused some to urge a suspension of
U-S aid.
Senator Leahy says people around the
world look to the United States to be the
human rights leader, a responsibility which

he says the Clinton administration should
embrace.
"We always start off with a strong commitment. I always worry if we do not follow through, because I think after a while
we get ourselves into far greater difficulty.
Again, I use Bosnia as an example and I use
Haiti as an example. We make a threat and I
think the United States, once having made a
threat has got to carry through on some of
them."
Another Democrat, Dennis DeConcini,
also raised questions about alleged human
rights violations against Kurdish separatists
in turkey. He says current administration
policy toward both China and turkey, in his
words, makes a mockery of human rights.
The assistant u-s Secretary of state for
human rights, John Shattuck, defended the
administration's record. He says the administration continues to incorporate concern for
human rights and democracy into the mainstream of its foreign policy. He also says
human rights has equal status with other
factors in determining u-s foreign policy
toward a given country.
Mr. Shattuck also sought to allay fears
that the Clinton administration might skew
its human rights findings on china to ensure
Beijing is granted a renewal of M-F-N status
in June.
"I can assure you, Mr. Chairman, there
will be no finding of progress (without justification). We will not either denigrate or
inflate that which has occurred (in China).
And we will very clearly state what has
occurred and what has not occurred."
The expressions of concern from lawmakers over human rights came on the same
day when several democrats introduced a
bill designed to tighten the trade embargo on
Haiti and criticized the administration's
strategy on Haiti. So in addition to the expected criticism from opposition republicans, the administration must now contend
with ripples of discontent over foreign policy from fellow Democrats as well. (signed)

IRISH SENATE DEBATES
EAST TIMOR
The Irish Times 21 April 1994
Discussions have recently taken place between officials at the Department of Foreign
Affairs and the Australian Ambassador to
Ireland, Mr. T. P.McCarthy, on the situation in East Timor, The Tanaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Dick Spring,
told the Senate last night.
The officials had outlined the concerns of
the Government and of MPs which were
expressed in the Dail in March, Mr. Spring
told members in the course of statements on
East Timor. The officials had asked that the
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Australian Government would use it's influence with Indonesia "to achieve an improvement in that country's record with
East Timor".
The ambassador had confirmed his country's concern about he human rights situation in East Timor and said it was using all
it's influence to "raise individual human
rights cases".
The House adjourned until 10.30 this
morning

PUT TIMOR ON OUR LIST
The Melbourne Age, 20 April 1994. By
Christopher J. de Silva
Like your correspondent Frank Robins
(access, 7/4), I too, found 'Schindler's list an
intensely moving and relevant film particularly with the resurgence of fascism and
anti-semitism in Europe. However, I was
even more greatly moved and angered by
'Death of a Nation', john Pilger's film on the
Indonesian invasion and occupation of East
Timor.
The big difference between the two films
is that 'Death of a Nation' is "real time",
with real people, not actors portraying the
events of 50 years ago.
The scale of the disaster is as great as
that of the Jewish Holocaust in relative
terms with a third of East Timor's population being killed either directly or indirectly
as a result of the Indonesian occupation.
Many have also brutally tortured.
The real tragedy is that the Western
powers, including our own Government,
who hold themselves out to be the defenders
of democracy and the protectors of small
nations like Timor are not merely turning a
blind eye to the atrocities but conniving
with Indonesia by supplying arms, and
plundering the island's natural resources.
I urge all caring Australians to take a leaf
out of Schindler's book and do what they
can do to end the slaughter in East Timor.
----------------------What they can do is to ensure that the
Australian Government understands that
they do not condone what is happening in
East Timor by writing to their federal MP
and demanding that Australia condemn the
Indonesian occupation of East Timor in the
strongest terms.

AUSTRALIAN POLITICIANS
SELL OUT TIMOR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, The Canberra
Times. 19 April 1994
By Bernard Collaery
PETER COLE-ADAMS wrote a fine
piece of Australia's diplomatic triumph in
building a bridge to span the Mekong

River(CT, April 9,p.l). Appropriately, at
the opening of the bridge the Prime Minister, Paul Keating, paused to honour Australia’s war dead - the pitiful thousands who
died emaciated and tortured by their Japanese captors.
The Prime Minister made the point that
those young Australians who suffered so
badly might now be content with the bridge
of friendship. Well may they be, but I have
my doubts.
The common theme at home and school
when I was growing up after World War II
was the stupidity and weakness of certain
pre-war political leaders. Sadly, history
repeats itself.
The Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister both chide the Japanese for the World
War II atrocities but Australia continues to
train special Indonesian forces identified as
participating in massacres and instances of
disappearances and torture. History may
not be kind to the generation of the Australian politicians whose appeasement of oppressors shame so many ordinary Australians. History may judge the bridge openings, the military exchanges, the foreign aid
programs and the silver lined peace deals for
what they were, elements in an era of pragmatic diplomacy practised without a central
noble theme.
Acting under a provision in the Timor
Treaty, Australia and Indonesia now collaborate in joint anti-terrorist team training
to defend the pirate oil installations the two
countries' corporate puppets are establishing in the Timor Gap. This theft of East
Timorese oil is contrary to international law
and in advance of the International Court's
consideration of the legitimate property
interests of the impoverished East Timorese
people.
With few exceptions, Australian federal
parliamentarians gave unquestioning passage
to the package of federal laws which make
up the Timor Gap treaty between Indonesia
and Australia - a squalid deal which flouts
successive United Nations General Assembly resolutions on the rights of the East
Timorese people; likewise, the midnight's
passage of federal laws overriding international humanitarian laws for the long-term
detention of boat people, including their
infants.
Again, not one of the so-called Christian
Parliamentary Group challenged the odious
1992 regulations by the Foreign Minister
enforcing the removal of Christian Crosses
from public land outside the Indonesian
Embassy - the first banning of the Cross
since the Reformation.
The Australian concrete over the Mekong
is a lasting monument to a dollar drive into
Asia for which a generation of weakwilled
politicians traded our national conscience.
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IT WOULD BE ALMOST
IMPOSSIBLE FOR
MALAYSIAN TO REVEAL THE
EXTENT OF MONEY
POLITICS IN DR.
MAHATHIR'S PARTY
OPINION-ANALYSIS in The Age, 21 April
1994. By Lindsay Murdoch
The Western media are accused of not respecting other cultures when they ask questions and criticise as they would at home,
writes South-East Asia correspondent Lindsay Murdock.
THE BIG American television network
have flooded Singapore, along with the venerable 'New York Times' which is leading
the campaign against the "skin-splitting"
canning of American teenager Michael Fay
for vandalism.
Debate about the sentence is no longer in
the context of the social and justice system
of the tiny city-state. It instead goes to the
heart of America's own embattled criminal
justice system.
Asian leaders accuse many Westernersparticularly journalists - of failing to comprehend that an ideology loosely based on
the teachings of Confucius is emerging
across the region. Knows as the "Asian
way", it rejects many of the Western liberal
democratic ideas that seemed poised to
dominate the world after the collapse of
communism in the 1980s.
The Asian way is many things to many
people: freedom of expression is undesirable: the rights of the individual must be
respected insofar as they do not impinge on
the greater rights of the community as a
whole; decisions are reached by consensus,
not confrontation.
Michael Fay's sentence, the argument
goes, is in line with the Asian value system
and the United States has no business
lecturing Singapore about what constitutes a
cruel and inhuman punishment.
Having some of the fastest-growing
economies in the world - albeit from a small
base - South East Asian nations are justified
in trumpeting the Asian way. But it is not
without its cost. The Asian way is being
used to explain anything Asians do not want
to discuss, including corruption.
It is true that some Western journalists
can be blamed for failing to respect the
Asian cultures. An Indonesian military officer criticised the "rudeness" of some journalists who went on a Government arranged
trip to East Timor. There was some justification for the criticism.
The top military and civilian administrators of East Timor are not used to blunt
questioning. It was not so much the nature
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of the questions but the way they were
asked. Some of the journalists failed to show
up at arranged appointments, preferring
instead to seek interviews with priests,
critics of Indonesia's rule and dissidents. It
was simply no the Asian way, Indonesian
officials said.
Journalists in most Asian countries are
expected to follow etiquette and not directly
challenge the views of people in authority.
The journalists from Britain, America,
Japan and Australia who went to East
Timor behave as they would in their own
countries by confronting and probing official-dom.
Television crews angrily accused officials
of attempting to hide the truth by refusing
them permission to film freely inside a Dili
jail. They would be refused similar unrestricted access in jails in their own countries.
The antagonism caused by the trip illustrates the huge gulf between expectations of
the media in the West and countries of
South-East Asia.
The concept of a critical media is not accepted across the region, where governments
argue journalists must respect cultures and
racial and religious sensitivities, given the
ever-present risk of triggering rivalries that
lurk just below the surface, South-East
Asian nations, in particular, steer well clear
of criticising each other.
Some regional leaders would like the development of their countries to be at the
stage where they could withstand the shock
of a robust, confrontational media as exists
in Australia.
But the view being increasingly expressed
in Asia is that conventional liberal values
such as a free press, human rights and the
environmental concerns are part of an antiAsian conspiracy. There is a strong belief
by some that any journalist who is too persistent with hard questions or gets into
trouble with authorities is practising Western journalism.
The behavior of some of the journalists in
East Timor is a pity because it played into
the hands of hard-liners who want to keep
the former Portuguese territory under the
domination of the military and closed to our
side scrutiny.
They might use the behavior to embarrass the Foreign Ministry in Jakarta which
arranged the trip and wants to see a reduction in the presence of the Indonesian
troops and a more open and liberal attitude
towards East Timor by Jakarta.
The military which is linked to business
that have controlled virtually all of East
Timor's wealth for almost two decades, has
an interest in not having journalists nosing
around. It has succeeded over many years in
keeping all but a few out of the province.
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Military chiefs say that if it was up to
them, journalists would not be allowed to
visit East Timor.
An Australian commentator suggested recently that Asian journalists would be doing
God's work if they patiently and kindly
assisted in the education of a Western journalists. But the commentator failed to point
out that Asia's best journalists would like to
have the same freedoms to report the truth
as their Western colleagues. These journalists are pushing at the barriers, often risking
their own job and liberty.
The English-language newspapers in Jakarta are increasingly more frank and honest
in what they tell their readers. They are
reporting events they would not have
dreamed of doing a few years ago.
Bangkok newspapers, particularly the
Thai-owned 'Nation' have been strident in
challenging the vested interests of the Thai
military and the often appalling behavior of
Thai politicians. They have become important opinion-makers.
But this trend is not universal. In Malaysia, interests linked to the ruling party of the
Prime Minister, Dr Mahathir Mohamad,
have bought control of virtually all arms of
the media, ensuring the muzzling of the
opposition.
This has severe implications for the
country's so-called democratic principles.
The shame of it is that Malaysia's newspapers are almost as unbalanced in their reporting of domestic politics as are the
propaganda sheets of communist China.
Dr. Kua Kia Soong of Malaysia's opposition Democratic Action Party recently told
the BBC that while there is an Asian way of
doing things the philosophy may have been
hijacked to suppress freedom of expression
and civil liberties, "We always claim to be
more moral we want to be more moral than
the West," he said. "(But) we are less democratic than the West if we do not give our
people greater freedom of expression."
Too often in Asia, government officials
use the pretence of cultural, racial and religious sensitivities to prevent journalists
exposing corrupts and self-serving practices.
It would be almost impossible for Malaysian journalists, for example, to reveal the
extent of money politics that dominates Dr
Mahathir's party and therefore the corridors
of power. Even if they were brave enough to
investigate, nobody would publish it.
Some countries use the threat of expulsion or visa black-banning to intimidate
regionally based Western correspondents,
Dr Mahathir even went to the extent of
banning Government contracts with British
firms in retaliation for critical reports in
London newspapers about Malaysia.
It is often convenient to overlook the basic training and professionalism of Asian

journalists. Their struggle to lift standards
would be boosted if developed nations provided more funds and resources to improve
the skills and resources of Asian journalists.
Asian leaders sometimes try to argue that
a free press can contribute to the woes of
developing countries and point to the Philippines which has the freest media in the
region but whose economy has not enjoyed
the same growth as its neighbors. Filipino
journalists and commentators can be outrageously inaccurate, biased and sensationalist. But Filipinos are fiercely defensive of
their freedom to speak their minds and criticise people in power.
Having had press freedom denied them
once, by the corrupt dictator Ferdinand
Marcos in the early 1980's they will never
willingly accept a cowed media.
Western journalists in Asia are not always the bogeymen they are sometimes
made out to be. Of course, they have to
understand and respect Asian sensitivities
and diverse cultures. But that doesn't go to
the extent of protecting the fiefdoms of
corrupt rulers.
Lindsay Murdoch was one of 25 foreign
journalists whose visit to East Timor was
arranged by the Indonesian Foreign Ministry.

BACKGROUND ON EAST
TIMOR AND US POLICY
From ETAN/US, April 17, 1994.
This was part of ETAN's information packet
for Congresspeople and their aides during
the Lobby Days in Washington.
The Indonesian invasion and occupation
of East Timor ranks as one of the great
atrocities of this century. It has claimed the
lives of 200,000 Timorese* - one-third of
the original population. It has been done in
defiance of the UN Security Council, which
has twice called on Jakarta to withdraw
"without delay." And it has also, sadly,
been done with the crucial support of the
United States, which gave advance approval
for the 1975 invasion, then doubled Indonesia's military aid, then blocked the United
Nations from taking effective enforcement
action, and continues, to this day, to send
new arms.
But now, a bipartisan movement in Congress and at the US grassroots has set out to
reverse our government's mistaken course.
Since the November 12, 1991 Santa Cruz
Cemetery massacre - in which Indonesian
troops armed with American M-16s gunned
down more than 200 Timorese civilians Congress has taken a series of initiatives
which have begun to shift the direction of
US policy.
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After the massacre, 52 Senators (led by
Malcolm Wallop R, Wyoming and Claiborne
Pell, D, Rhode Island) wrote to President
Bush, calling for the US actively to support
implementation of the UN resolutions on
East Timor "with an eye toward a political
solution that might end the needless suffering in East Timor and bring about true selfdetermination for the territory." (It was the
first of a series of bipartisan House and
Senate letters reaffirming support for selfdetermination.)
In October, 1992, after a series of statements by Indonesian officials indicating that
the massacre was an act of policy**, Congress voted to cut off Indonesia's IMET
military training aid. The cutoff amendment
was initiated by Reps. Tony Hall (D, Ohio)
and Ronald Machtley (R, Rhode Island),
and had crucial backing in committee from
Sen. Patrick Leahy (D, Vermont) and Rep.
David Obey (D, Wisconsin). The cutoff was
opposed by the State Department, the Pentagon, lobbyists for the Indonesian military,
and some US corporations.
In March, 1993, under pressure from
Congress, the State Department reversed its
traditional pro-Jakarta stand and cosponsored a successful resolution at the UN
Human Rights Commission criticizing Indonesian abuses in East Timor.
In July, 1993, again under Congressional
pressure, the State Department blocked a
transfer of US F-5 fighter planes from the
government of Jordan to Indonesia, citing
human rights as one of the reasons. The
Jakarta Post editorialized that the blockage
of the F-5 deal "resounded like [a] sonic
boom" in Indonesia.
That same month, President Clinton, in
response to a letter from 43 Senators, raised
the Timor issue in a meeting with Suharto,
the Indonesian dictator.
In September, 1993, the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee unanimously adopted
an amendment by Sen. Russell Feingold (D,
Wisconsin) which conditions major arms
sales to Indonesia on human rights improvements in East Timor. The amendment
was a compromise version worked out after
extensive negotiation with the White House,
the Pentagon, and the State Department.
Senator Nancy Kassebaum (R, Kansas) said
that the amendment will "get strong support
from the entire United States Senate [and]
send a very important message to Indonesia
about our concerns regarding human rights."
A senior White House official commented
that the compromise version passed by the
committee gave the administration "the necessary flexibility" to pursue its various policy goals with Indonesia. "It allows us to
continue the relationship and dialogue, but
still makes clear the points that are felt
strongly by many in Congress and the ad-

ministration. (The Age [Australia], Sept. 22,
1993)."
The Feingold amendment sent political
shock waves through Jakarta, though the
authorization bill containing it never reached
the Senate floor. At the same time, although
the administration had signed off on the
compromise amendment, some individual
officials - notably Assistant Secretary of
State Winston Lord - mounted a campaign
to keep the Feingold amendment from being
attached to another legislative vehicle. They
were joined by lobbyists for weapons
manufacturers, one of whom told the Legal
Times, "There's a spirit in Congress of trying to use human rights as a club to use
against Third World countries. Every time a
human-rights issue comes up, they jump on
it and say, `Let's cut off arms sales to Bongo
Bongo.'"
Despite such opposition, though, some
within the administration are pushing for a
thorough change in US policy. During his
campaign Bill Clinton said that the US approach to East Timor has been "unconscionable." Last May, Vice President Gore said
that the government of Indonesia has committed an "outrage... against the people of
East Timor." He said, "[t]he history of the
conflict there is long and complex, but the
essence of the injustice is starkly simple.
Unarmed innocent people in their homeland
have been killed and imprisoned and mistreated." Last September, at a press conference, President Clinton turned aside the
argument that pressuring Indonesia on East
Timor and human rights would have an adverse impact on US business. He said, "The
United States does have a very strong position on human rights, and I think we
should... (b)ut that has not undermined
our... commercial relationships... with countries that we think are making an honest
effort to shoot straight with us and to work
with us... We have questions about the issues of East Timor... but we have had good
contact with Indonesia." (In fact, US companies have no investments in East Timor.
Though US weapons firms might indeed be
hurt by a ban or cutback on weapons sales,
it would not affect US companies in Indonesia which are engaged in other lines of business. Their relationship with Jakarta is one
of mutual profit - a basic fact unaffected by
Timor policy).
Earlier this year, in the wake of the Feingold amendment, the State Department imposed a ban on small arms sales to Indonesia. Although it is not yet clear which items
the ban covers or how long it will stay in
force, it represents the first time that such
an across-the-board prohibition has been
imposed on any type of weapons sale to
Indonesia. Some administration officials say
that the ban will be used as political cover
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for approval of upcoming large-scale weapons sales, including a pending deal for F-16s.
(There is good reason for skepticism about
the ban, given the reaction of the State Department and the Pentagon to the 1992
IMET cutoff. Despite warnings from Senators Leahy and Pell that they were defying
Congressional intent, they have continued to
train Indonesian officers - the only difference is that now Jakarta foots the bill.) But
regardless of officials' current intentions, the
small arms ban sets an important precedent:
it represents tacit acceptance on the part of
the State Department of the principle that
withholding weapons sales can advance
human rights. Now the issue becomes: what
kind of sales should be withheld? And, why,
if Jakarta's armed forces continue to defy
the Security Council, should the US provide
them with any weapons sales at all?
Since the 1991 massacre, the State Department has licensed more than 250 military sales to Indonesia. The items sold have
ranged from machine guns and M-16s to
electronic components and communications
gear and spare parts for attack planes. Every
shipment sends a political message that the
Indonesian armed forces and their illegal
occupation of East Timor still enjoy US
government support. The US should end
those sales and inform the UN Secretary
General that it is now willing to support
enforcement of the Security Council resolutions. This would mean supporting the call
of Bishop Belo of East Timor for a UN supervised referendum in which the
Timorese would freely choose their own
political status.
-----------------------------------*The death toll estimate was first published by Amnesty International and was
confirmed in 1990 by the Indonesian army
intelligence chief for Timor, and this year by
the Indonesian-appointed governor
** Gen. Try Sutrisno, now Indonesia's
Vice President, said: "Such people must be
shot and we will shoot them." Gen. Herman
Mantiri, the new regional commander for
East Timor, said that the massacre was
"quite proper" since "They were opposing
us, demonstrating, even yelling things
against the government."

CANADA'S FOREIGN
MINISTER ON EAST TIMOR
Letter from Andre Ouellet to Sharon
Scharfe, East Timor Alert Network/Canada.
April 20, 1994
Dear Ms. Scharfe:
Thank you for your letter of March 15,
1995, regarding East Timor.
Human rights concerns in Indonesia, and
particularly East Timor, remain an impor-
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tant issue in our bilateral relationship with
this country. Prime Minister Chretien signalled this when he discussed human rights
with President Soeharto in Seattle in November 1993. The Canadian government
fully intends to continue monitoring these
issues and raising our concerns both bilaterally and multilaterally.
We are encouraged that the Indonesian
government has demonstrated increased
sensitivity to international concerns. This is
evident from a number of positive developments over the past two years, including the
establishment of the National Commission
on Human Rights, greater openness of the
press and, most recently, Indonesia's acceptance of the consensus statement on East
Timor at the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights. In these circumstances, it
is important that Canada continue its political and commercial linkages or constructive
dialogue on human rights issues, with a view
to contributing to further improvements.
The ongoing foreign policy review will
most certainly look at all aspects of Canada's foreign policy. A joint parliamentary
committee has been asked to canvass the
opinions of Canadians across the country.
These views will be taken into consideration
when the government tables its foreign policy report early next spring.
Once again, thank you for writing.
Yours sincerely,
[signed]
Andre Ouellet

CODE OF CONDUCT ON
ARMS TRANSFERS ACT
Information sheet from GLOBAL ACTION
AND INFORMATION NETWORK, 740
Front Street, Suite 355 Santa Cruz, CA
95060. phone: 408-457-0130; email:
gain@igc.apc.org
April 22, 1994

CAN THE U.S. ESTABLISH A
RESPONSIBLE ARMS TRADE
POLICY?
The U.S. provided 57 percent of weapons ordered by developing nations in 1992.
Congressional Research Service
BILLS: H.R. 3538 and S. 1677, Code of
Conduct on Arms Transfers Act of 1993,
were introduced by Representative Cynthia
McKinney (D-GA) in the House of Representatives and by Senator Mark Hatfield (ROR) in the Senate respectively on November 18, 1993. The texts are the same.
OFFICIAL TITLE & PURPOSE: "A bill
to prohibit United States military assistance
and arms transfers to foreign governments
that are undemocratic, do not adequately
protect human rights, are engaged in acts of
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armed aggression, or are not fully participating in the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms."
STATUS: H.R. 3538 has been referred to
the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on
International Security, International Organizations, and Human Rights. It currently has
61 cosponsors - with no Republicans cosponsoring as yet. In contrast, the Senate
version of the bill was introduced by a Republican, Senator Mark Hatfield.
S. 1677 has been referred to the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. There have
been no committee hearings scheduled for
either bill. It currently has 3 cosponsors.
Representative Cynthia McKinney and
Senator Mark Hatfield, in conjunction with
representatives of endorsing organizations,
held a national press conference in Washington on February 1, 1994 to publicize their
legislation.
OUTLOOK: Representative McKinney's office believes H.R. 3538 is doing
well. They say that they are picking up
about "two cosponsors a day." Despite this
good progress, staff aides project that unless
there is a sudden surge of support, McKinney would have to reintroduce the bill next
session. There is also speculation that the
bill may be able to pass this session if it is
attached as an amendment to another bill
such as the Foreign Aid Authorization bill -which is due to be marked up sometime in
April and will to go to a floor vote this
summer.
According to Senator Hatfield's office,
the apparent lack of support for S. 1677 can
be explained by two facts: (1) the Senate is
considered to be less "liberal" than the
House; (2) the organizations supporting the
Code of Conduct have been concentrating
their lobbying efforts in the House of Representatives. But there are signs that their
strategy is changing -- Senator Hatfield's
office reports that they are now receiving
more contact from these organizations.
More than 60 national organizations now
endorse the principles for a Code of Conduct on Arms Transfers. Major endorsing
organizations include: Amnesty International, Federation of American Scientists,
Friends Committee on National Legislation,
Human Rights Watch, Peace Action, Physicians for Social Responsibility, World Policy Institute, YWCA.

BACKGROUND:
Since the end of the Cold War, the U.S.
has become the world's largest exporter of
arms. This has occurred even as Washington
D.C. urges others to show restraint in the
name of global security. From Southeast
Asia to Switzerland and across the Mideast,
Americans have unleashed a barrage of
weapons exports, largely to prop up the

declining domestic defense industry employment from slipping even more rapidly.
According to Edward Snyder, executive
secretary emeritus of the Friends Committee
on National Legislation, "Job creation and
retention are crucial issues. But selling
highly dangerous weaponry around the
world is vastly different, politically and
morally, from exporting machinery, computers or agricultural products. If government grants and loan guarantees are to be
made to the arms industry they should go
for genuine economic conversion projects,
not for sending more lethal arms abroad.
With the disappearance of the "national
security" rational for foreign arms sales, the
Clinton administration and members of
Congress who continue to promote arms
sales abroad are open to the serious charge
of voting for U.S. profits and jobs at the
price of people who will die in armed conflicts around the world."
Snyder continues, "While there is, as yet,
little agreement on how best to promote
U.S. interests, democracy, and nonviolent
solutions internationally, one issue should
have broad bipartisan support. The United
States should take leadership independently,
as well as in international negotiations, to
curb and ultimately end the vast global trade
in conventional arms."
CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS (1-4
cited from H.R. 3538):
(1) Approximately 40,000,000 people,
over 75 percent civilians, died as a result of
civil and international wars fought with
conventional weapons can in fact be weapons of mass destruction.
(2) Conflict has actually increased in the
post cold war era, with 26 wars in progress
during 1992.
(3) War is both a human tragedy and an
ongoing economic disaster affecting the entire world, including the United States and
its economy, because it decimates both local
investment and potential export markets.
(4) International trade in conventional
weapons increases the risk and impact of
war in an already over-militarized world,
creating far more costs than benefits for the
United States economy through increased
United States defense and foreign assistance
spending and reduced demand for United
States civilian exports.
(5) According to the Congressional Research Service, the U.S. provided 57 percent
of $23.9 billion of weapons ordered by developing nations in 1992.
The following examination of the legislation is primarily excerpted from Lee Feinstein's article "Congress to Consider 'Code
of Conduct' for U.S. Arm Transfers,"
_Arms Control Today_, March 1994.
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AN EXAMINATION OF THE CODE
OF CONDUCT
Over the years, Congress has earned a
poor record in using its authority to shape
U.S. arms export policy. The current U.S.
arms export control laws favor arms dealers.
To stop a pending arms sale, each house of
Congress must vote against it by a twothirds majority. If Congress takes no action
at all, the sale is approved. In November 18,
1993, however, Senator Mark Hatfield (ROR) and Representative Cynthia McKinney
(D-GA) took a major step to change that by
introducing legislation designed to expand
congressional responsibility for, and authority over, U.S. arms transfers.
The "Code of Conduct for Arms Transfers Act of Act of 1993," marks the first
legislative effort in a decade to broaden the
authority of Congress to check executive
branch decisions concerning U.S. weapons
exports and military aid.
The code would require countries to meet
certain minimum criteria in their domestic
and international practices in order to be
eligible to receive U.S. military assistance or
weapons. Countries failing to meet these
standards could be eligible, but only if the
president determines that a waiver is in the
"national security interest" of the United
States and Congress "enacts a law approving
such exemption request." As co-sponsor
McKinney puts it, the legislation "works as
a sort of 'International Brady Bill,'" requiring
that a country be pre-screened before it is
eligible to receive weapons or military aid.
The four criteria established by the code
essentially build on standards of international behavior the Clinton administration
has identified as the major goals of its foreign policy. Under the legislation, U.S. arms
transfers and assistance "may not be provided" to any foreign government that:
1) Abuses human rights
2) Lacks democratic institutions
3) Engages in acts of military aggression
in violation of international law
4) Undermines international attempts to
control arms and is therefore not fully participating in the UN Register of Conventional Arms.
The major innovation of the legislation is
that rather than attempting to impose an all
out ban on exports to certain countries, it
gives the executive branch and the Congress
the opportunity -- and the obligation -- to
explain their reasons for proposing transfers
to controversial recipients.
The Code of Conduct legislation does not
guarantee that arms sales will cease, or even
decline, but rather provides a level of government accountability for arms sales. It is
much needed and long overdue.

ACTION
Since the Code of Conduct challenges the
current system of weapons exports in a
direct and meaningful way, its passage will
not be easy. This is why concerned citizen
action is so important to the Code of Conduct's moving on for full House and Senate
consideration.
(1) NEED COSPONSORS - Call or write
your Representative or Senator urging them
to cosponsor the Hatfield/McKinney Code
of Conduct on Arms Transfers (H.R. 3538
for the House bill and S. 1677 for the Senate
bill).
(2) NEED TO GET BILLS OUT OF
COMMITTEE - TARGET COMMITTEE
MEMBERS who have H.R. 3538 or S. 1677
sitting in their committee: The House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on International
Security, International Organizations, and
Human Rights, B-358 Rayburn House Office Bldg. Washington, D.C. 20515 202-2267825
The Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
446 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. Washington
D.C., 20510 202-224-4651
(See end of update for committee listings.)
(3) Write a short letter to the editor of
your local paper telling about the legislation
for a code of conduct on arms transfers, and
urging community and congressional support. When your newspaper prints it, send
copies to your members of Congress and to
the Friends Committee on National Legislation who will compile these copies with
others and make a special presentation to
members of Congress.
(4) Circulate and gather signatures on petitions calling for support of the Code of
Conduct. Copies of the petition are available
from Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) and through the computer
conference <fcnl.updates> on PeaceNet, in a
file called "code." The bill itself is available
in a file called "code legislation."
For more information, call one of the organizations that actively support the Code
of Conduct such as Friends Committee on
National Legislation(FCNL) at 202-5476000 or California SANE/FREEZE at 415458-0695 or their national organization,
Peace Action, at 202- 862-9740.

COMMITTEE LISTINGS
In Order by Seniority Within Party
House Committee on Foreign Affairs
MEMBERS OF INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY, INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS, AND HUMAN
RIGHTS SUBCOMMITTEE
Democrats (6)
1. LANTOS (D-CA), Chair
2. BERMAN (D-CA)
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3. ACKERMAN (D-NY)
4. MARTINEZ (D-CA)
5. MCCLOSKEY (D-IN)
6. SAWYER (D-OH)
Republicans (4)
1. BEREUTER (R-NE)
2. SNOWE (R-ME)
3. SMITH, C. (R-NJ)
4. BURTON (R-IN)
MEMBERS OF HOUSE COMMITTEE
ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
ADDRESS: Rayburn House Office
Bldg.,Rm. 2170 Independence & New Jersey Aves. SE, Washington D.C. 20515
PHONE: 202-225-5021
Democrats (26)
1. HAMILTON (D-IN), Chair
2. GEJDENSON (D-CT)
3. LANTOS (D-CA)
4. TORRICELLI (D-NJ)
5. BERMAN (D-CA)
6. ACKERMAN (D-NY)
7. JOHNSTON, HARRY (D-FL)
8. ENGEL (D-NY)
9. FALEOMAVAEGA (D-AS)
10. OBERSTAR (D-MN)
11. SCHUMER (D-NY)
12. MARTINEZ (D-CA)
13. BORSKI (D-PA)
14. PAYNE, DONALD (D-NJ)
15. ANDREWS, ROBERT (D-NJ)
16. MENENDEZ (D-NJ)
17. BROWN, SHERROD (D-OH)
18. MCKINNEY (D-GA)
19. CANTWELL (D-WA)
20. HASTINGS (D-FL)
21. FINGERHUT (D-OH)
22. DEUTSCH (D-FL)
23. WYNN (D-MD)
24. EDWARDS, DON (D-CA)
25. MCCLOSKEY (D-IN)
26. SAWYER (D-OH)
Republicans (18)
1. GILMAN (R-NY), Ranking Minority
Member
2. GOODLING (R-PA)
3. LEACH, JAMES (R-IA)
4. ROTH, TOBY (R-WI)
5. SNOWE (R-ME)
6. HYDE (R-IL)
7. BEREUTER (R-NE)
8. SMITH, C. (R-NJ)
9. BURTON (R-IN)
10. MEYERS (R-KS)
11. GALLEGLY (R-CA)
12. ROS-LEHTINEN (R-FL)
13. BALLENGER (R-NC)
14. ROHRABACHER (R-CA)
15. LEVY (R-NY)
16. MANZULLO (R-IL)
17. DIAZ-BALART (R-FL)
18. ROYCE (R-CA)
Members of Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
In Order by Seniority Within Party
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Democrats (11)
1. PELL (D-RI), Chair
2. BIDEN (D-DE)
3. SARBANES (D-MD)
4. DODD (D-CT)
5. KERRY, JOHN (D-MA)
6. SIMON (D-IL)
7. MOYNIHAN (D-NY)
8. ROBB (D-VA)
9. WOFFORD (D-PA)
10. FEINGOLD (D-WI)
11. MATHEWS (D-TN)
Republicans (8)
1. HELMS (R-NC), Ranking Minority
Member
2. LUGAR (R-IN)
3. KASSEBAUM (R-KS)
4. PRESSLER (R-SD)
5. MURKOWSKI (R-AK)
6. BROWN (R-CO)
7. JEFFORDS (R-VT)
8. COVERDELL (R-GA)
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Phone conversation with Andrea Young
at Representative McKinney's office on
3/16/94.

EAST TIMOR GOPHER NOW
AVAILABLE
From ETAN/US, April 24, 1994
ETAN/US is making available key documents on East Timor to users of the Internet. To access the East Timor information
gopher to IGC's public gopher, and look
under "Peace, Human Rights and Social
Justice." Type gopher igc.apc.org and look
under the "Peace, Human Rights and Social
Justice".
If you are already on IGC (PeaceNet,
Econet, etc.) you can type "I" then choose
"Progressive Gophers" then choose "The
Institute for Global Communications".
IGC also hosts a conference called
reg.easttimor which includes extensive information about the country, including regular news reports from Australia, Indonesia,
Europe and elsewhere, plus action alerts
from TAPOL, ETAN/US, the CNRM
among others. Documents from the United
Nations and excerpts from Congressional
testimony also appear there.
You can get your own account on the
non-profit IGC or ETAN/US can arrange to
have the contents of reg.easttimor e-mailed
to an Internet address. For info about receiving reg.easttimor contact fbp@igc.apc.org.
For information about IGC write 18 De
Boom St., San Francisco, CA 94107;
(415)442-0220 (peacenet@igc.apc.org).

INDONESIAN POLICE BREAK
UP MEETINGS
[Excerpts]
JAKARTA, April 24 (Reuter) - Indonesian police on Sunday broke up two meetings of dissidents, including an anniversary
celebration of the controversial independent
labour union SBSI, saying both lacked permits, witnesses said.
A Reuter journalist present at the two
meetings, both held within a few streets of
each other, saw plainclothes and uniformed
police ushering members of the Indonesia
Welfare Labour Union, or SBSI, out of their
Jakarta headquarters.
There were no official reports of arrest or
violence.
Jakarta has been tense since riots broke
out earlier this month following demonstrations by the SBSI in the Sumatran town of
Medan. More than 100 people were arrested during the unrest, including two senior local members of the SBSI.
A conference on the troubled territory of
East Timor, which included a member of the

government-appointed human- rights commission and controversial academic George
Aditjondro, was earlier told to disperse after
it had been running one hour.
***
The student-organised conference on East
Timor was held at their modest headquarters
in east Jakarta and attended by more than
100 people including prominent humanrights activists.
Aditjondro, an academic from central
Java who was the keynote speaker at the
East Timor conference, has been under attack since criticising government policy over
the former Portuguese colony in papers
released overseas last month.** End of text
from cdp:reg.easttimor

EAST TIMOR'S PAST WON'T
STAY BURIED
The Economist, London, 23 April 1994.
Dili -- East Timor, Indonesia's Foreign
Minister once remarked, "is a pebble in
Indonesia's shoe". As the world's fourth
most populous nation tries to stride confidently about the international stage, the
human rights pebble makes it step awkwardly. Almost 20 years after Indonesia
invaded East Timor in 1975, when the Portuguese abandoned their colony, the United
Nations still refuses to recognise Indonesian
rule. The stories of massacres after the invasion refuse to fade into history. Indeed they
were given new life in November 1991,
when Indonesian troops were filmed shooting at unarmed demonstrators in the
Timorese capital, Dili, killing at least 50
people. Indonesia's denials of previous massacres became rather harder to maintain in
the face of filmed evidence.
With President Suharto due to play the
gracious host to Bill Clinton and other leaders of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co- operation forum later this year, Indonesia is having another scrub at the bloody stains on its
reputation. This month the largest party of
foreign journalists to visit East Timor since
the Dili massacre of 1991 was given a guided
tour of the province.
The theme of the trip could be summarised as "forget the killings, look at the nice
roads". The journalists were whisked round
a recently built polytechnic, a slumrenovation project organised by the army
and a village for resettled East Timorese,
complete with dancing natives. In the district of Aileu in the Timorese mountains, the
head of the local council spouted the authorised version of history. "God has given East
Timor many blessings over the past 18
years," he announced. "Step by step we
have moved away from poverty, stupidity
and ignorance."
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Yet even during a brief, carefully orchestrated visit, things can go wrong. Small proindependence demonstrations were held
outside the journalists' hotel. Members of
Fretilin (sic), the guerrilla organisation fighting Indonesia, smuggled letters to the foreigners demanding the release of Xanana
Gusmão, their imprisoned leader, and a referendum on East Timor's future. During a
visit to the prison, Fretilin (sic) members
rushed up to the journalists to make allegations of torture and to shout slogans.
Facts dribbled out in other ways. Abilio
Soares, the governor of East Timor, must
have caused a few winces in the Indonesian
foreign ministry when he said that he
thought it was "probably true" that between
100,000 and 200,000 people had died as a
result of the war in East Timor. Just a few
days before, Ali Alatas, the foreign minister,
has dismissed the figure of 200,000 dead - a
little under a third of the pre-1975 population - as a 'canard' without "a shred of evidence or factual underpinning". The impact
of the killing was underlined by a schoolteacher who said that 70% of the children in
his class had lost one or both of their parents to war or famine.
Signs of discontent are easy to spot. A
plaque celebrating East Timor's integration
into Indonesia has been smashed. At the
Santa Cruz cemetery, where the massacre of
1991 took place, mourners gather early in
the day to pile flowers by the memorial for
those whose graves are unknown.
Some East Timorese are willing to give
voice to their discontent. Father Dominggus
Soares, a Roman Catholic priest, contradicts
the official line that Fretilin is now little
more than a band of criminals. He says that
the guerrillas in the hills are supported by a
clandestine organisation in the towns and by
the Timorese leadership abroad. Together,
he says, the three groups are the authentic
face of Timorese resistance.
Florentino da Sarmento, the head of a local development organisation, says that he
favours integration with Indonesia in 1975
as "the most realistic option". But, says, Mr
Florentino, "what we have got now is not
integration but military occupation". While
the Indonesian army is mainly concerned
with security and economic development in
East Timor, Mr Florentino says that the real
issues are political and cultural. As a result
of 400 years of Portuguese rule, the East
Timorese are overwhelmingly Roman
Catholic in a 90% Muslim country. East
Timorese villagers with their curly hair and
broad features, are clearly ethnically different from the Indonesian soldiers who patrol
their streets.
Mr Florentino wants greater political
autonomy for East Timor. Others still yearn
for independent. In 1989 Bishop Carlos

Belo called for a referendum on East Timor's
political future. Aware that the church remains a powerful conduit for East Timorese
nationalism, the Indonesian government
reacted furiously. Bishop Belo is now more
circumspect in his public statements and
Indonesian Jesuits have been sent to the
province to balance the nationalism of the
local church.
Father Marcus Wanandi, one of the Jesuits, serves as an intermediary between the
bishop and the army. His family has connections to the army elite in Jakarta, and he
says that he wants to ensure that there are
no further "misunderstandings". Though
critical of the army's heavy-handedness, he
believes that calls for a referendum are irresponsible. They might provoke another
crackdown. The soldiers, he argues, "will
never back down, they will never lose face."
General Adang Ruchiatna, the army
commander in eastern Indonesia, says the
East Timorese seem "ungrateful" for all the
development money he claims is lavished on
them. The general says the government
would like to cut the number of troops in
East Timor - about 6,000, according to the
government - but he thinks a withdrawal
now might provoke renewed civil war. Almost twenty y ears after Indonesian troops
first entered East Timor, this is a sorry
comment on their efforts at integration.
--The article is illustrated with a photo of a
huge crowd of East Timorese with fists
clenched aloft. The unidentified photo is
almost certain to be that of people attending
a pro-independence rally held by Fretilin in
1975.
The caption reads: "Those 'ungrateful'
Timorese"
Along with the article is a boxed text:

WHAT IS THE BIG FUSS?
Establishing the true death toll in East
Timor since Indonesia invaded in 1975 is
difficult. Amnesty International gives a
figure of 200.000 dead. The government
admits to 30,000 - made up of 5,000 killed
by fighting and 25,000 by hunger.
The Indonesians were not always so cautious in their estimates. In 1977 Adam
M alik, then Indonesia's foreign minister,
told the Sydney Morning Herald that
"50,000 or perhaps 80,000 might have been
killed.... It was war... Then what is the big
fuss?" Later Indonesia waged a counterinsurgency campaign and many more people
died in the subsequent famine. In 1983, the
head of the Catholic church in East Timor
said 200,000 people had died since 1975.
Comparisons between a census by the Portuguese in 1974 and an Indonesian census of
1980 suggest that the population had fallen
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by between 100,000 and 200,000, despite
heavy immigration from Indonesia.
The Indonesians say they intervened in
East Timor to contain a civil war and prevent the rise of a communist state. They
blame Portugal for making a mess of decolonisation. Certainly Angola and Mozambique
are no advertisements for the Portuguese
legacy.
But Indonesia's intervention was ferocious in the extreme. On one occasion according to accounts gathered by a former
Australian consul in East Timor, 59 residents of Dili were "shot one by one, with
the crowd, believed amounting to 500, ordered to count". As the Indonesian army
advanced into the territory, Fretilin guerrillas took to the hills and so did many other
Timorese. By the late 1970s, people were
dying of hunger. The Indonesians blamed
Fretilin for "forcing" villagers into the mountains. But according to the Catholic church
in East Timor, the single biggest cause of
famine was Indonesia's insistence that villagers live in guarded settlements, which
prevented them from farming normally.

NGO DILI MTNG
'POSTPONED'
From Human Rights Watch, April 25, 1994
Human Rights Watch/Asia has learned
that a seminar on "Sustainable Environmental Development," to be sponsored
jointly by ELSAM (Lembaga dan Advokasi
Masyarakat) and the University of East
Timor and scheduled to take place on May
4-5 in Dili, was indefinitely postponed on
April 22 after General Adang of the
Udayana command called the rector of
UNTIM. The General told Father Broto,
the rector that while the situation in East
Timor had improved somewhat, any information coming from the outside was still
very sensitive and could undermine stability. The General said he was also concerned
that it would be difficult to control guests
from Jakarta and foreign journalists who
were expecting to cover the seminar.
ELSAM, a human rights advocacy organization, hosts the secretariat for a coalition
called the Joint Committee for the Defense
of East Timorese, composed of five Indonesian non-governmental organizations. It
would have been the first time Indonesian
NGOs had attempted to carry out such a
seminar in Dili.

JAKARTA SEMINAR ON TIMOR
DISBANDED
TAPOL Report, 25 April 1994
A seminar held in Jakarta on Sunday 24
April to discuss the question of East Timor
was ordered to disband by the police while
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proceedings were underway. The event
which was attended by about fifty people,
mainly from student organisations and human rights activists, was convened to welcome the release of Virgilio da Silva Guterres, an East Timorese student studying in
Malang who was arrested and tried for taking part in a demonstration in Jakarta on 19
November 1991 to protest against the Dili
massacre one week earlier. Virgilio was sentenced to two years and six months and was
released from Cipinang Prison, Jakarta on 18
April 1994. He had served the full term of
his sentence.
The seminar took place at the Jakarta office of Yayasan Pijar, whose chair, Nuku
Soleiman has just been sentenced to four
years for 'defamation of the head of state'.
The main speaker was George Aditjondro, a senior lecturer at Satya Wacana Christian University, Salatiga who has recently
been the target of attack by the regime for
speaking out publicly against the Indonesian
invasion and occupation of East Timor.
Soon after the seminar began and shortly
after Virgilio had spoken, two uniformed
police entered and asked whether there was
a permit for the event. In fact, four police
and army intel agents had been present at
the seminar from the start; they were clearly
recognisable to many people in the audience.
The acting leader of Pijar, Rachland, and
another activist engaged the police officers
in a lengthy discussion outside the office
and then at the local police command, so
that by the time the officers had insisted
that the discussion must stop, George had
completed his presentation and the participants were partaking of tumpang, a special
dish prepared to welcome Virgilio. They
insisted on continuing with their meal, during which the discussions continued anyway.
Virgilio spoke about his experiences of
two years in the bush, with the armed resistance and said how pleased he had been to
learn, after spending several years in Jakarta,
that a growing number of Indonesians now
oppose the regime's policy towards East
Timor.
George spoke for over an hour, concentrating his attention on the mis-information
being spread in Indonesia about East Timor.
He focused particularly on four points:
demolishing the myth that Fretilin was
communist; demolishing the myth that
Xanana Gusmão is the leader of Fretilin and
explaining his position as leader of the
CNRM, the National Council of Maubere
Resistance, and of Falintil, the armed resistance; demolishing the myth that the people
of East Timor had asked to be integrated
into Indonesia by means of the 'Balibo
statement' of November 1975 which had in
fact been signed by a handful of East
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Timorese politicians under pressure from
the Indonesian army in Bali Beach hotel; and
analysing the significance to Indonesia of
exploiting jointly with Australia the huge oil
and gas resources that are available in the
Timor Sea.
Two papers by George, 'From Memo to
Tutuala' and 'In the Shadow of Mount
Ramelau', were circulated at the meeting
along with the three-page spread quoting
from these articles in the Australian paper,
Western Australia, early in March, the first
public airing of his views. It was the appearance of his views in this newspaper that
resulted in attempts by the military to have
him sacked by his university.
Despite the police ban, it proved possible to more or less complete the agenda as
planned because discussions of the issues
raised continued while the participants were
eating.
Dili seminar banned
A seminar which was due to take place in
early May in Dili has been banned by the
military commander, Colonel Lumintang.
The seminar was convened by UNTIM, the
University of East Timor, and the leading
East Timor development agency, ETADEP,
with support from the Indonesian Legal Aid
Foundation, YLBHI and other groups in
Indonesia.
These two actions show that the security
authorities are doing what they can to prevent the question of East Timor from being
openly discussed in Indonesia and in East
Timor.

INDONESIA BANS LABOUR
UNION'S ACTIVITY
UPI, 25 April 1994. Abridged
(Jakarta) Alarmed by a wave of violent
labour strikes, the government has banned
activity by the country's largest independent trade union, the armed forces daily,
Angkatan Bersenjata reported Monday.
Suryatna Subrata, secretary-general of the
home affairs ministry, said his office would
not issue s 'permit for the establishment of
(the) independent union'.
"The government only recognises the All
Indonesia Association (SPSI) as the official
trade union in Indonesia," he said.
Government officials blamed the independent Indonesian Welfare Labour Union,
or SBSI, for the widespread labour protests
last week in Medan, North Sumatra.
The labour strikes degenerated into an
anti-Chinese riot in which an ethnic Chinese
factory owner died, scores of Chinese
owned stores were destroyed and dozens of
cars overturned or torched.
The SBSI which has the support of international labour organisations such as the

International Labour Organisation, the International Confederation of Labour and
others denied any involvement in the riots,
despite admissions by several of its members. [Were these admissions obtained from
labour activities now in detention and if so,
under what conditions were the admissions
made?]
"Up to now the SBSI has not registered
at the Home Affairs Ministry, therefore the
union is illegal," Subrata said. "By the issuance of the ban, the SBSI was prohibited
from carrying out any kind of activity."
Subrata urged regional governments
throughout the country to comply with the
decision, saying, "It is up to the security
authorities to act" if the union ignores the
ban.
The ban followed a raid against the SBSI
on Sunday in East Jakarta, ordered because
it had no legal permit. [Earlier reports indicated that the police raided the SBSI office
because a meeting was being held to mark
the second anniversary of its formation.]
The government recognises only the
state-sponsored SPSI but critics say it fails
to address workers' needs.
In a related development, influential
Muslim leader, Abdurrachman Wahid and
others have demanded the establishment of a
fact-finding mission to investigate the wave
of strikes. He said the strikes spread because workers suffer unfair treatment from
the employers and have no hope of resolution.

ARMED FORCES
COMMANDER CALLS
LABOUR UNREST
'SUBVERSIVE'
AP, 22 April 1994. Abridged
(Jakarta) The chief of Indonesia's armed
forces called strikes by tens of thousands of
workers demanding higher wages in North
Sumatra 'subversive', and hinted at communist involvement.
The strikes which have involved more
than 50,000 workers, have spread to surrounding areas [of Medan]. At least 47 people have been arrested.
Armed forces commander, General Feisal
Tanjung said the leaders of the strikes were
trying to cause 'restlessness among the people, make trouble and even murder".
The Indonesian Welfare Labour Union
[SBSI], an independent union not recognised
by the government, is blamed for the violence. The secretary of its Medan branch,
Ridwan Lubis, has been in police detention
and the military is looking for its chairman,
Amosi Telambuana.
[General] Tanjung said examinations of
the backgrounds of the protests' leaders
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proved that some of them have families with
backgrounds in the outlawed Indonesian
Communist Party which was disbanded in
1965.
A release from the SBSI on Friday, however, denied the allegations of communist
ties and said Telambuana will surrender to
the authorities soon, but under guard by
journalists and lawyers

E. TIMORESE CHAFE UNDER
FOREIGN YOKE; INDONESIA
RESENTED FOR 20-YEAR
RULE
Washington Post, April 27, 1994. by William
Branigin
DILI, East Timor - Dominggus Pereira, a
28-year-old political prisoner, began shouting in Portuguese as a group of visitors entered the prison courtyard.
"Viva Timor Leste ("Long live East
Timor")," he yelled as prison officials tried
to hustle him away from two dozen visiting
reporters. He and another political detainee,
Afonso Rangel, held their ground and managed to speak briefly, complaining of torture, before Indonesian authorities ended the
impromptu interview.
"Ask the world not to forget the people
of East Timor who have been suffering for
20 years," Rangel shouted as guards dragged
him off.
The scuffle April 15 at Becora Prison in
this former Portuguese colony, which Indonesia seized in December 1975, came during
a rare government-organized press tour
aimed at showing economic progress in East
Timor under Indonesian administration.
However, the visit also showed that, 18
years after Jakarta formally annexed the
eastern half of Timor Island, many East
Timorese still have not been assimilated into
Indonesia and that "integration," as the government calls its takeover policy, has largely
failed.
Instead, a new generation born since the
mid-1970s turmoil appears to reject Indonesian rule, although it has known nothing
else. Even supporters of integration are
chafing under what they say is a continuing
Indonesian military occupation in which the
army has a hand in everything from administration and development to an export monopoly for coffee, East Timor's only cash
crop.
Despite a climate of fear and repression,
small groups of youths twice staged brief
pro-independence demonstrations, and remnants of the decimated Fretilin guerrilla
group secretly disseminated statements and
received a television crew at a Dili safe
house.

The group's low-level armed struggle for
independence has been called Asia's forgotten war. Although Fretilin now concedes
that its military efforts are futile, it seems to
have taken on new life in an urban underground movement nourished by growing
numbers of educated but unemployed
youth.
"We are victims of our own success," Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said in
Jakarta. By spending more money per capita on development in East Timor than in
any other province, he said, Indonesia has
built more roads, bridges, schools and clinics
here than Portugal did during its entire 465
years of colonial rule. But the program also
has raised aspirations and produced many
more high school graduates than jobs in the
local economy.
Alatas once described East Timor as "a
pebble in Indonesia's shoe." Clearly, however, there are concerns that the problem
may be graver than that.
This tiny, predominantly Roman Catholic enclave of 800,000 people festers like a
chronic sore in the world's largest Muslim
country. With 185 million people and
around 300 separate linguistic groups, Indonesia is a diverse nation that ranks as the
world's fourth most populous. Its 13,700
islands span more than 3,000 miles and form
the Earth's largest archipelago.
Indonesia chairs the Nonaligned Movement and aspires to Third World leadership.
But the annexation of East Timor has never
been recognized by the United Nations, and
it remains a perennial human rights issue
because of a history of abuses and massacres by the Indonesian army.
After centuries of administration marked
by neglect, Portugal abandoned the impoverished territory in 1975 when its decolonization policy triggered a civil war here. The
leftist party known as Fretilin emerged victorious and proclaimed independence on
Nov. 28, 1975. Indonesia, fearing a Marxist
foothold in its midst, promptly invaded
East Timor, formally annexing it in July
1976. The western half of the island had
long been Indonesian.
According to human rights groups, more
than 100,000 East Timorese, a sixth of the
population, died during the takeover and a
subsequent famine. Jakarta disputes that
figure, saying the deaths totaled around
30,000.
Although Indonesia says Fretilin murdered numerous opponents, human rights
groups blame most of the killings in East
Timor on the army. The biggest recent massacre occurred in November 1991 when
soldiers fired on protesters in Dili's Santa
Cruz Cemetery. At least 80 and possibly
more than 200 people were killed, human
rights groups and diplomats reported.

Page 49

The United Nations has called for a referendum on self-determination in East Timor,
but Indonesia insists that "integration" is
irreversible. Jakarta's publicly unstated fear,
diplomats say, is that independence here
would set a dangerous precedent for the rest
of the ethnically disparate archipelago.
"We will never do a referendum in East
Timor," said Vernao Verdial, a governmentappointed district chief. "A referendum will
disturb the minds of the people."
Florentino Sarmento, director of the private ETADEP aid agency, said the government apparently fears a referendum because
"all its efforts have not won the hearts and
minds of the East Timorese people."
A supporter of integration as the "most
realistic" solution for East Timor, Sarmento,
42, praised Indonesia's "fantastic" achievements in developing infrastructure here. But
he said the army tends to treat East Timor
as "conquered territory," trampling the people's "cultural identity and dignity."
"We are spreading the seeds of disintegration," he warned. "The whole process of
development is just a show for the outside
world."
"This is not integration anymore," he
said. "This is pure military occupation at all
levels... . The younger generation perceives
that integration is just the same as military
annexation. They cannot accept it."
To Maj. Gen. Adang Ruchiatna, the regional military commander based on the
island of Bali, East Timor's youth seem
ungrateful. "They don't understand what
integration means," he said. "After we're
successful in bringing development and welfare to the society, they will be quiet." He
estimated that "we need two generations" to
overcome the opposition to integration.
According to the Indonesian military
commander in East Timor, Col. Johny Lumintang, Fretilin fields only about 200 guerrillas with 100 or so weapons among them.
Encounters between soldiers and guerrillas
average one a month, and only two soldiers
have been killed since September 1993, he
said. A village chief was reportedly killed by
Fretilin in February.
"The problem is that this 200 is not the
remnant but the nucleus," Lumintang said. "I
think they will fight until they die."
The Indonesian army says it maintains
eight battalions totaling more than 5,000
troops in East Timor and does not plan
reduce forces to two battalions before 1996.
A recent U.S. State Department human
rights report referred to "an oppressive
military presence throughout" East Timor.
Besides uniformed troops, East Timorese
say, legions of military intelligence agents
and paid informers contribute to an atmosphere of anxiety and suspicion.
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"They pay kids to inform on each other,"
a teacher said. "People feel like they're being
watched." Nevertheless, said a diplomat,
"many young people are willing to take
tremendous risks to express unhappiness
with the current situation."
At the Motael Church here, a 19-year-old
student representing a Fretilin-affiliated
youth group led seven banner-waving comrades in chanting anti-Indonesian slogans
after Friday mass before hurriedly dispersing. "We want freedom now," he said. "We
want Indonesian troops to leave East
Timor."
The day before, five youths screaming
"Viva Timor Leste" had rushed up to the
entrance of a hotel where journalists were
staying.
They unfurled banners demanding independence and the release of Jose Alexandre
"Xanana" Gusmão, the Fretilin leader who
was captured in 1992 and is serving a 20year sentence in a Jakarta prison for subversion. Police and plainclothes agents grabbed
the banners and chased the protesters away,
later arresting one of them. Authorities said
he was questioned and released.
An open letter slipped to reporters by
the "National Council for Maubere Resistance," an umbrella group formerly headed
by Gusmão, declared in Portuguese, "East
Timor has never accepted and will never
accept the presence of the corrupt Indonesian government and brutal army." It called
for negotiations under U.N. auspices and
appealed to President Clinton to "reconsider
the question of East Timor."
But the most dramatic moment came at
Becora Prison when a few of the 16 political
detainees there spoke out as agitated officials tried to intervene and dozens of convicts looked on. "I do not accept the verdict
of Indonesians because they are occupying
my homeland," said Pereira, a wiry man
who was arrested in 1992. He said he had
been tortured with electric shocks.
Rangel, who wore a white goatee and appeared to be in his forties, said he has served
nearly half of a five-year sentence for sending opposition documents abroad.
As he spoke, former Fretilin official
Dominggus Ximenes tried to approach but
was intercepted by guards and dragged away
shouting.

EAST TIMOR'S LOUD MINORITY
The Washington Post, May 12, 1994.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
If a handful of protesters out of a population of 800,000 is unequivocal evidence
that integration has not worked, as the reporter asserts in the account of East Timor
[World News, April 27], then no nation can
claim to have successfully integrated terri-
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tory based on the many similar groups
pressing for self-determination.
There is no denying that there are those
in East Timor who do not favor that former
Portuguese colony's becoming Indonesia's
27th province. The larger and more compelling story that was missed is the steady
improvement in the living conditions of the
vast population, whether measured by
schools or jobs or housing or churches.
The press visit in which The Post's reporter participated reflects the recognition
of the government of Indonesia that the
world needs to see the total picture. We
recognized that picture includes a group of
200 or so protesters -- .025 percent of the
population -- but we also believe that group
should not dominate the picture. To allow
that would be to allow the rights and aspirations of a majority to be held hostage to the
demands of an unrepresentative minority.
Indonesia's integration of East Timor was
properly and consistently in conformance
with the U.N. Charter and U.N. Resolution
1541. Despite all the rhetoric and all the
propaganda, no one has denied that these
resolutions were complied with.
Indonesia recognized long ago that it was
time to move on and repair the damage of
four centuries of Portuguese neglect. This
has been done despite the distractions of
those who want to rewrite history. The
Post article contributes nothing to the wellbeing of the people of East Timor, who
thankfully benefit from an improving economic and social environment.
IRAWAN ABIDIN
Director of Information
Department of Foreign Affairs
Republic of Indonesia
Jakarta

EAST TIMOR: ANOTHER
LEBANON OR ULSTER?
Publico, April 1, 1994 (?). By J. T. Negreiros, Translated from Portuguese
(Lisbon) "It is time that the world's
Catholic forces woke up to what is going on
in Timor", said Ramos Horta yesterday,
following Bishop Ximenes Belo's criticism
of enforced Islamisation in the territory.
The special representative of the
Maubere Resistance National Council
(CNRM), who shares the Bishop's concerns
"100%", says that Jakarta's systematic efforts to Islamize Timor intensified about a
year ago, and the aim is to "transform the
territory into a kind of Lebanon or Ulster".
The Indonesian strategy, according to Horta,
is to weaken the resistance to occupation,
and start a religious conflict between the
Timorese themselves.

"Islamism holds a strong attraction for
the poorer segments", admits the CNRM
leader, who explains its importance as an
social-climbing element, confirmed the discrimination (e.g. cuts in study grants, blackmail, favoritism towards those who convert
to Islam) practiced against Christian students, which was denounced by Ximenes
Belo.
Ramos Horta is sure that Catholicism's
survival is not threatened in the short-term,
but is apprehensive about the possibility of
seeing an Islamicised East Timor within the
"next 10 years or so", if no one puts the
brakes on Jakarta's efforts.
The "brakes", says Horta, should be applied by the "western world", which would
not want to see the Philippines as the
Catholic Church's only significant presence
in Asia. Neither would this be in the interests of the Church, which has been the victim of "carefully calculated" policy from
Jakarta.

INDONESIANS TRIED TO
KILL BISHOP OF DILI
Jornal de Noticias, 2 April 1994. Translated
from Portuguese
(Lisbon) According to Woic Sidverfky,
correspondent in Australia for the Polish
daily Ritzpolit (Republic), Indonesian military were planned two ambushes in an attempt to kill the Bishop of Dili, Mnsgr.
Belo.
Interviewed by Radio Nova, Oporto, the
Polish reporter said he was informed about
the ambushes by the Bishop himself, at the
beginning of the week, while on a visit to
East Timor.
The Bishop said he had been warned by
members of the Catholic Church that the
ambushes planned by the Indonesian military were to take place in the Lalai and
Viqueque.
Mnsgr. Belo also told Woic Sidverfky
that several Timorese had recently been
followed, kidnapped and tortured by Indonesian forces, and reported to have been
forced to sign statements admitting their
involvement in subversive activities against
Jakarta.
During the interview with the Polish reporter, the Bishop of Dili accused Indonesia
of forcing Timorese to convert to Islam.

DILI'S BISHOP EVOKES
CHRIST'S PASSION
Diario de Noticias, 2 April 1994. Translated
from Portuguese. Summary
(Lisbon) According to a Church source in
East Timor, who wished to remain anonymous, "Bishop Ximenes Belo said in his
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homily that the suffering of the persecuted
and imprisoned was a repetition of Christ's
passion... The Bishop did not refer specifically to East Timor, but to the persecuted
and imprisoned in general. This was the
central theme of his homily." The same
source said about 4,000 people attended the
celebration of the passion, led by the
Bishop, and held in the Cathedral between 5
and 8 pm local time. "Attendance by the
faithful was extraordinary. The cathedral
holds about 2,000, and it was packed with
people. But outside there were as many
again", said the source, adding that "at
Easter it is always the same, with thousands
of people attending religious services led by
Bishop Belo".

TIMORESE PRISONERS
WRITE LETTER
Diario de Noticias, 1 April 1994 Translated
from Portuguese
(Lisbon) Six political prisoners wrote a
letter from their prison cell to Professor
Barbedo de Magalhaës, thanking him for
organising the "Days for Timor". The prisoners criticise the Portugal-Indonesia
Friendship Association, accusing it of trying
to "destroy the Maubere people in exchange
for economic gains".
NOTE FROM THE MAUBERE PEOPLE's RIGHTS COMMISSION (CDPM):
Following are translated extracts from the
prisoners' letter, dated 28 November:
"Dear Professor, It seems to us, the people of East Timor, that the tenacity and
determination of the Portuguese Government's diplomatic struggle is being put to
the test. It is like a repetition of the historic
heroic feats of the great Portuguese navigators, who braved the wild and uncharted
seas, opening up the way to the East "giving
new worlds to the world".
The question of East Timor is the matter
of the survival of a people that wants to live
in freedom with its history and culture, its
own identity.
Proof of this is the East Timorese people's 18-year-long resistance, during which
one third of its population was sacrificed
and its wealth destroyed.
For five centuries, the Portuguese and
Timorese peoples lived side by side, as
colonisers and the colonised people, their
cultures merging, in the spirit of Christian
humanism introduced by the Portuguese.
Portugal's colonialism in East Timor was
markedly different in character to its colonialism in Africa. It was in this environment
that the seeds of the new Luso-Maubere
culture germinated.
Today, Luso-Maubere culture today is
the mainstay of national resistance against

occupation of our homeland. Our Portuguese cultural inheritance elevates our people's own warrior spirit even further, in its
total repudiation of Indonesian occupation
of our homeland.
Indonesia and East Timor are like two
parallel lines, going on their way through
history, each building its own identity, each
different to the other (...) We condemn all
the initiatives taken by people or groups
that try to deny this reality and undermine
the good initiatives of the Portuguese Government, as it undertakes its historic responsibility, as legitimate defender of the
right of the East Timorese people to selfdetermination and independence. The initiatives of the group called the PortugalIndonesia Friendship Association is clear
evidence of collusion with Indonesia to bring
about the destruction of our people, in return for economic gains. ... "

"INTEGRATED" TIMORESE
PREPARE FOR FATIMA VISIT
Publico, 31 March 1994. By J. T. de Negreiros. Translated from Portuguese
(Lisbon) The Indonesian Government is
paying for everything. The organisers are
trying to involve the Church. The Portuguese Government may issue entry visas.
The possible visit to Portugal of a delegation
led by Lopes da Cruz is embarrassing Durão
Barroso, who wants to show no sign of
intransigence at the next meeting with Ali
Alatas, but at the same time, does not wish
to appear weak to Portuguese public opinion.
Francisco Lopes da Cruz, diplomat for
Jakarta and special adviser to President
Suharto on East Timor, will head a delegation of about 50 Timorese, integrated in the
Indonesian administrative machinery, who
want to come to Portugal in mid-May. This
plan depends on whether the Portuguese
Government grants them the necessary entry visas, which could be requested by
Lopes da Cruz at the Dutch Embassy in the
Indonesian capital.
Lopes da Cruz met yesterday with the
Dutch Ambassador in Jakarta, and explained
to him the religious nature of the visit (the
delegation intends to be in Fatima on 13
May, and keep to a minimum any political
statements on Timor), and asked that the
Ambassador find out whether the Portuguese Government would be prepared to
grant the visas.
If Lisbon were not included to let the
delegation in, Lopes da Cruz might simply
drop the initiative so as "not to embarrass
the Portuguese Government", as he told
Publico yesterday. Fatima would then be
struck off the itinerary, which includes
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Lourdes and Rome, where the Timorese will
be on 18 May to take part in a public audience with the Pope.
Foreign Ministry left with little space for
maneuver
The possibility of the visit has place the
Foreign Ministry in a difficult situation. To
turn down the visas would certainly be
branded by Alatas at his next meeting with
Durão Barroso as proof of Lisbon's intransigence and bad will, in terms of the "confidence- building measures" which both ministers agreed to undertake.
On the other hand, granting the visas
could be interpreted as a concession to Jakarta, which could be unacceptable to Portuguese public opinion.
So as to make a "no" response from Lisbon even more uncomfortable, there is clear
determination on the part of the organisers
to emphasise the "pilgrimage" nature of the
visit. Yesterday, a source linked to the organisers said that an initial contact has been
made with Mnsgr. Januario Ferreira, on the
possibility of the initiative being sponsored
by the Bishops' Conference.
It has not been possible to get confirmation of this from the Bishops' Conference
representative, or to find out to what extent
Lopes da Cruz's delegation will have the
Portuguese Church's blessing.
Although the Indonesian Government,
which is paying for the trip, has the last
word on the organisation of the visit, officially, the list of delegates is the responsibility of the Vicar-General of the Diocese of
Dili, Mnsgr. Jose Antonio da Costa, Number 2 in the territory's ecclesiastical hierarchy.
The visit to Lisbon by the "integrated"
Timorese, as well as Timorese living outside
the territory, was discussed at the so-called
reconciliation meeting in London, at which a
delegation led by Lopes da Cruz sat at
around the table with a group led by Abilio
Araújo, leader of one of one of the factions
of Fretilin in Lisbon.
Abilio Sereno, a militant in the Fretilin
faction led by Araújo, is currently in Timor,
on the invitation of Suharto's daughter, who
has been chosen to chair the PortugalIndonesia Friendship Association. The arrival of the Lopes da Cruz group to Portugal
would be yet another stage in the strategy of
cross-visiting, agreed in London and referred
to by its supports as part of the "confidence-building measures" which the two
Foreign Ministers agreed to adopt.
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JAKARTA WANTS TO GET
XIMENES OUT OF DILI
Diario de Noticias, 26 March 94. Translated
from Portuguese
(Lisbon) The Vatican could create a new
diocese to move Ximenes Belo away from
Dili. Yesterday, Ramos Horta said he had
heard the same reports.
During a debate held in the Portuguese
parliament yesterday, Jose Ramos Horta,
special representative of the CNRM, said
that the Vatican is considering the creation
of a new diocese in East Timor, based in
Baucau. He said he had received reports that
Ximenes Belo, Apostolic Administrator of
Dili, would be prepared to be the Bishop of
the new diocese, as he had been born in
Baucau.
The substitute for Ximenes, in the Dili
diocese, ought to be Timorese, and "chosen
by the Bishop (Belo) and by Timorese
priests", he said.
The choice of a foreign priest, argued
Ramos Horta, would be "an offence to the
Timorese and to Portugal". One possibility,
reportedly favoured by Jakarta while rejected by the Resistance, is the choice of a
Spanish Salesian Father Superior, working in
the Indonesian capital.
The Coordinator of the Days for Timor
at the University of Oporto, Barbedo de
Magalhaës, refused to take part in the debate on "Timor and the Pacific". "I think it
would be impolite of me to take part in this
praiseworthy initiative, and have to criticise
the institution itself, which honours me by
its invitation. However, as a citizen, I cannot but turn down the invitation, otherwise
I would feel in collusion with the Assembly's inactivity on East Timor", he wrote, in
a letter to Adriano Moreira, Chairman of the
Parliamentary Commission on Timor.

THEY ARE TRYING TO MOVE
XIMENES
Diario de Noticias, 24 March 1994. By Carlos Albino. Translated from Portuguese,
Summary
(Lisbon) Reliable UN sources confirm
that increasing indirect pressure is being
brought to bear on the Vatican by Jakarta to
substitute Mnsgr. Ximenes Belo in Dili for a
preferably Timorese but "discretely proIndonesian" priest. The pressure is reaching
papal diplomacy's centres of influence
through unsuspecting intermediaries. This
information from the unnamed UN source
coincides with similar reports from ecclesiastic sources and from the largest Timorese
factions.
Jakarta's aim is to achieve a "surprise effect" to coincide with the start of the next
meeting between Durão Barroso and Ali
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Alatas in Geneva, thereby repeating what
occurred at the start of the last round of
Portugal-Indonesia negotiations in Rome,
when the news of the arrest of Ma'Huno
was suddenly sprung upon the Portuguese
diplomatic delegation. This surprise element
was exploited by to the full by Jakarta,
while Lisbon's evident lack of prevision
caused it embarrassment.
To these errors of judgment may be
added others relating to diplomatic management, with the result that diplomatic support is increasingly being lost to unwillingness to sacrifice trading advantages with
Jakarta.
It is understandable, therefore, that the
Portuguese Parliament's resolution to propose Bishop Ximenes Belo as candidate for
the Nobel Peace Prize has not met with
much visible success abroad, even among
Portugal's traditional allies or in the EC.
Clearly, therefore, if Jakarta were to be successful in getting Mnsgr. Belo removed from
Dili, the embarrassment in Geneva would
have far greater repercussions than the arrest
of Ma'Huno.

PORTUGUESE PARLIAMENT
ACCUSED OF "LACK OF
ACTION" ON TIMOR
Publico, 26 March 1994. Translated from
Portuguese
(Lisbon) Barbedo de Magalhaës, Coordinator of the Days for Timor at the University of Oporto, has refused to take part in
the "Timor and the Pacific" debate, held
yesterday at Portugal's Assembly. In his
letter to Adriano Moreira, Chairman of the
Parliamentary Commission on East Timor,
Barbedo de Magalhaës claimed he "would
have to criticise" Parliament for its "lack of
action on East Timor", and that this "would
be impolite". His criticism, he said, would
be extended to MPs for "not going any further than speech-making and a few small
gestures". The inability to mobilise Parliament on the issue of Timor was clear yesterday at the debate, which did not attract
more than a dozen MPs.

WIFE & CHILDREN WANT TO
VISIT XANANA
Publico, 25 March 1994. Translated from
Portuguese. Abridged
(Lisbon) Emilia Gusmão, the wife of
Xanana Gusmão, and the couple's two children, Nito and Zenilde, are trying to obtain
authorisation from the Indonesian authorities to visit the resistance leader captured in
1992, and currently serving a 20-year sentence in Cipinang.

21-year old Nito, and Zenilde, 18, live
with their mother in Australia since 1990.
Until then, they were in Timor, although
they had had no contact with Xanana since
the invasion of East Timor. This is what
Emilia explains in the letter she sent to the
Indonesian Ambassador in Australia, Sabam
Siagian, requesting permission for the visit.
"I am making this request for myself, as my
husband and I have been separated for 18
years, but especially for my children, who
have not seen their father since they were
babies".
The letter was sent to the Indonesian
diplomatic mission in Canberra on 10 February. Until today, Emilia Gusmão has not
received a reply to her request. In view of
the Jakarta authorities' silence, in midMarch Emilia wrote to Abilio Araújo asking
him to help in trying to arrange the visit.

HOLLAND INTERCEDES FOR
TIMOR
Diario de Noticias, 25 March 1994. By Rui
da Cruz Mota. Translated from Portuguese
(Amsterdam) Yesterday, Dutch Foreign
Minister Peter Kooijmans said in Prague
that he is going to ask European Union (EU)
authorities for a report on the human rights
situation in Indonesia. This move follows a
meeting between Dutch Foreign Ministry
officials and a group of Timorese, among
whom were two of the survivors of the
Santa Cruz massacre. The group, which
delivered a report on the situation in East
Timor, wanted to inform the Dutch Government about what is happening there, and
win its support.
The delegation, composed of Aviano da
Silva Faria and Joao Antonio Dias, survivors
of the Santa Cruz massacre and main witnesses of the Max Stahl documentary
"Death of a Nation", is in Holland for a 4day visit.
The meeting at the Foreign Ministry took
place the day before the Dutch Prime Minister and Foreign Minister leave for Indonesia. During the press conference that followed the meeting, Aviano Faria and Joao
Dias again gave details of the events of 12
November 1991, and the second massacre
that took place in the Dili Hospital.
According to the Foreign Ministry
spokesman, the matter is being seriously
studied by the Dutch Government, in spite
of statements made by Kooijmans just after
the film was shown, suggesting there was
insufficient proof to support the witnesses'
claims.
Visiting the Place of the Massacre
Secretary De Jong today apologised for
the statements, and said he believed the
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Dutch press had misinterpreted the Minister's comments.
Asked whether the Dutch Government,
after hearing the report from the Timorese,
now believed their version of what had happened, the Minister replied that he was
prepared to visit the place in which the
massacre had occurred, as long as the security of those Timorese citizens were guaranteed.
The Timorese delegation were also going
meet deputies from different parties, be
interviewed for Elsevier magazine and
Trouw, De Volkskrant and Algemeen
Dagblad newspapers, and attend various
solidarity meetings in Amsterdam and
Utrecht.

DEAKIN: "WE KNOW THE
MASSACRE HAS LASTED
SINCE 1975"
Diario de Noticias, 23 March 1994. Translated from Portuguese.
(Lisbon) Auxiliary Bishop of Melbourne,
Hilton Deakin, is visiting Portugal to deal
with matters entirely relating to East Timor.
Yester he was received by the Patriarch
Cardinal of Lisbon, Mnsgr. Antonio Ribeiro,
after taking part in a conference organised
by Prof. Barbedo Magalhaës at the University of Oporto.
Hilton Deakin was critical of the Australian Government's responses to human
rights violations in East Timor, but agreed
that the video of the massacre of 12 November had helped to "change public opinion in Australia" towards the territory, and
that the recent documentary by John Pilger,
Death of a Nation, had "done no more than
to add new proof about the massacre of the
Timorese people, which has lasted since the
occupation by Indonesia in 1975".
He admitted that "some Australian Bishops were already reasonably informed about
what was happening in East Timor" before
the pictures of the slaughter of 12 November swept through the world. However,
those very pictures, together with the "deep
conviction that more than 200 people died
in the Santa Cruz cemetery" have led the
Australian Church to be more active in promoting the defence of the basic rights of the
people of Timor.
There are now numerous local organisations, and one with a wider mandate, called
the Liberation of East Timor Association, of
which Hilton Deakin is Chairman and
Mnsgr. Ximenes Belo Honorary Chairman,
which raise money and provide social and
medical assistance for the Timorese community.

TIMOR SEEN IN THE EYES
OF THE NON-PORTUGUESE
O Independente, 18 March 94. Translated
from Portuguese
(Lisbon) Two years ago I had a call from
Miranda, an old school friend, who wanted
to know where East Timor was. I explained
to her. Full of indignation, she asked me
why she had never heard of the genocide
that the Indonesians were carrying out in
that part of the world. The case of my
friend is no different to that of many other
people in the UK, who know practically
nothing about Timor.
Of course, there is no obvious reason
why people like her should have heard of
Timor. It was never a British colony, and
it's a long way from Sierra Leone, the West
African state where Miranda was born.
However, last week, Timor became news.
The active Australian journalist John Pilger
presented a long programme on TV on the
situation in Timor. That same week, articles
of his appeared in the Radio Times, that has
an enormous circulation, and in The New
Statesman magazine, The Spectator's leftwing rival. Edward Theberton, who in the
past has written many articles on the Third
World, was in East Timor, incognito, and
published an article in The Spectator which
was very critical of the way the Indonesians
have acted in the territory.
John Pilger, who was in Dili and even
managed to interview the few guerrillas still
up in Timor's mountains, revealed admirable
courage. But there were a few weaknesses in
his programme, because all the emphasis is
on constant criticism of western countries.
For example, the Americans, represented by
Henry Kissinger, are presented as being
guilty of the invasion and subsequent repression. The British Government too is the
target of harsh criticism for its supply of
fighter aircraft to Indonesia. Although western governments must be held responsible
for their ties with the Indonesian regime, the
principle guilty parties for the crimes committed in Timor are the Indonesians themselves. What they are doing in East Timor is
as repulsive as what the Nazis did to their
victims.
I was in Scotland when Max Stahl's film
was shown on TV, and in which Indonesians are seen killing young people who had
gathered in Dili to demonstrate against the
authorities. The Indonesian Armed Forces
were shockingly cowardly and brutal. But
the world in which we live encourages a
certain selectivity when it comes to blaming
others for human rights abuses. In Africa,
for example, for years the bad guys were the
Boers, and many deplored what happened
in Sharpeville and Soweto. However, further
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north, there were black governments killing
thousands of people, and nobody blinked an
eye. (Two years ago, when Angolan Government troops killed several people in
Cabinda. not a single voice was raised in
protest in the whole world. I was the only
critic, in this very column, of the Luanda
regime. The Cabindans, who were occupying important positions in the State apparatus, thought about their BMWs, Toyotas,
Mercedes, Pajeros, Passats and Audi, etc.
and preferred to say nothing about the massacre of their own brothers.)
Some voices have been raised, airing the
view that the Indonesians should not be so
harshly criticised for what they are doing in
East Timor, since their concept of human
rights is different to our own. People who
hold this view say that this kind of behaviour is to be expected from a Third World
regime which, among other considerations, is
Muslim. In the John Pilger film, some politicians - who run the risk of being thought of
as apologists for the Jakarta regime - gave to
understand that human rights were a relative
concept. This argument that the human
rights issue ought to be considered with a
certain relativism, is deeply worrying. When
missionaries set themselves up in a country
and start forcing the natives to use bras,
knives and forks, and adopt customs foreign
to them, we protest and insist that there
should not be attempts to change cultures.
However, we are supposed to cheer if the
missionaries condemn and try to stop the
Hindu custom of suttee, whereby a widow
burns herself to death on her husband's funeral pyre. There is nothing to justify what
the Indonesians are doing in Timor. It is
pure and simple barbarism. Whole tribes
have been decimated. Those who managed
to reach a hospital after the massacre in Dili
were given pills that killed them - this has
been confirmed by a doctor who travelled
incognito to Dili. The women are given contraceptives to take, without their knowledge, so that the Timorese will disappear
once and for all. Didn't the Holocaust teach
us anything?
The fact that the Timorese themselves
speak about the situation in their own land
is, perhaps, what made most impact in the
film. Jose Ramos Horta, the so-called foreign minister in exile, is a very articulate
individual, good looking, and with his customary bow tie, he is extremely telegenic.
His English is so perfect that it would put
many an English person to shame. Horta's
intervention was reinforced by statements
from other young Timorese, equally
telegenic and articulate. A Jamaican friend of
mine cried when she heard one Timorese
describe how he was forced to watch his
own father being tortured. The Indonesian
Ambassador at the UN, who put forward
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Jakarta's viewpoint, spoke very bad English
and gave the appearance of being a common
liar.
The problem of the Timorese resistance
is the fact that, for a very long time, it has
lived in the shadow of left-wing movements.
For several years, we have only heard Timor
spoken of as something small appended to
yet another grandiose resolution passed at
some conference in Luanda or Maputo. Here
is my advice to the young Timorese in exile:
instead of wasting time on those conferences, perfect your foreign languages, study
the way the mass media works, write living
accounts of your experiences, and try to tell
people like Miranda about your plight.

XANANA GUSMÃO
REQUESTS RETRIAL
Publico, 20 March 1994. Translated from
Portuguese
(Lisbon) Yesterday, Xanana Gusmão requested a new trial, claiming that his trial
last year had been manipulated by the Indonesian Government. The re-trial request was
made at a meeting held between Xanana
Gusmão and the governmental Human
Rights Commission, and a group of human
rights lawyers from the Indonesian Institute
of Legal Aid. Last November, Xanana Gusmão asked for legal aid from the Institute.

CHARITY ALONE NOT
ENOUGH TO HELP EAST
TIMOR
Publico, 17 March 1994. Translated from
Portuguese. Abridged
(Lisbon) Charity alone is not enough to
help East Timor, says Prof. Barbedo de
Magalhaës. The question of East Timor was
in focus yesterday in Oporto, during commemorations of Henry the Navigator and
Portuguese expansion. Barbedo de Magalhaës read excerpts from a letter he had received from prisoners in Dili, and criticised
the Assembly (Parliament) for contributing
little money for the Timorese cause.
Also speaking at the conference were
:George Winius, US Professor and member
of the International Platform of Jurists for
East Timor (IPJET), Susan Castillo of the
University of Oporto, and Manuel Lobato,
of the Institute of Scientific and Tropical
Research, who talked about the important
role of the Church in East Timor's history.
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BRITISH AEROSPACE TAKES
EAST TIMOR ON BOARD
Report from Tapol, 27 April 1994
About 150 people joined with Campaign
Against Arms Trade (CAAT) on Tuesday
(26/4/1994) at a demonstration outside British Aerospace (BAe) Annual General Meeting (AGM) in central London.
The demonstrators were protesting
against the sale of BAe Hawk fighter aircraft
to the Indonesian dictatorship. The very
visible demonstration chanted slogans in an
attempt to alert the conscience of BAe
shareholders whom CAAT says "cannot
ignore the end use of the product from
which they hope to profit".
Some of the protesters also walked to the
nearby Indonesian Embassy where the 'grim
reaper' delivered a model Hawk fighteraircraft to surprised Embassy staff, with the
message that we (the demonstrators) hoped
that this would be the last Hawk delivered
to them.
Inside the BAe AGM there was also a
conversion campaign - shareholder action.
CAAT produced a thoroughly researched
'BAe Alternative Report' which was distributed to all BAe's shareholders inside the
AGM. The 'Alternative Report' calls for
conversion, and, ethical consideration of the
destination and end-use of BAe armaments.
The 'Report' pointed out the BAe has vigorously pursued its sales policy with Indonesia in clear contravention of the spirit of the
UN General Assembly Resolution 1514
(XV) which calls for 'the government of
Indonesia to withdraw without delay all of
its forces from East Timor'. Protesters who
were inside the AGM reported that many
shareholders were seen to be avidly reading
their copies of the CAAT 'BAe Alternative
Report'.
CAAT supporting shareholders were
able to ask the board of directors about conversion plans and East Timor.
The BAe AGM was well attended by the
press and today (27/4/94) all the leading
papers, i.e., The Guardian, The Telegraph,
The Financial Times, and, The Independent
all carry articles about the demonstration
made by a very large group of protesters to
the sale of Hawk to Indonesia, both inside
and outside the BAe AGM.
Finally, Dick Evans, Chief Executive of
BAe, (initially said he wanted no more talk
of East Timor at the AGM) has agreed to
meet Will McMahon, joint co-ordinator of
CAAT, to discuss evidence of the use of
Hawks in East Timor

BAE DIRECTORS FACE
INQUISITION AT ANNUAL MEETING
The Independent (27 April 94)
The string of questions about the use of
Hawk jets which had allegedly been used to
attack civilians in East Timor must have
come as a shock.
Dick Evans, BAe's chief executive, said
there was "absolutely no evidence with
regard to our products being used in this
way". But the shareholders were unimpressed. "You believe the Indonesian government rather than the people of East
Timor," one said.
-The Financial Times (27 April 94)
Two protesters had to be dragged out by
security guards while others kept interrupting the proceedings with opposition to Indonesian arms sales because of the East
Timor conflict. More were protesting outside the hotel during a meeting which had
more than its moment of farce.
--

STORM OF PROTEST GREETS BAE
DIRECTORS
The Guardian (27 April 94)
Directors of British Aerospace came under repeated attack for selling 44 Hawk
trainer and combat aircraft to Indonesia amid
allegations the planes had been used in the
suppression of East Timor, where up to
200,000 people are said to have been killed.
At a stormy annual general meeting, directors agreed to hold a meeting with campaigners if they could produce evidence that
the Hawk aircraft had been used in East
Timor. But chief executive Dick Evans said
the company had seen "no evidence" they
had, and insisted arms exports were stringently controlled by the government.
Nearly 100 protesters staged a noisy
protest outside the AGM and two women
were forcibly removed from the meeting
after unfurling banners decrying BAe's sale
of the jets. One shouted: "BAe is profiting
from the killing of civilians. It is evil and
abhorrent".
The Guardian also ran a photograph with
their article of the event in the 'finance and
economics' pages. The caption read "Battle
lines ... noisy protesters vented their anger
outside British Aerospace's annual general
meeting in central London".
-The Daily Telegraph (27 April 94) :
Two demonstrators protesting about the
sale to Indonesia of BAe Hawk aircraft they
claim had been used to bomb civilians in
East Timor were ejected after dashing to the
front of the hall and raising a banner. Chief
executive Dick Evans refuted the claim.
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The Telegraph also ran a superb photograph with the caption "demonstrators protest about the sale of Hawk aircraft to Indonesia outside the BAe meeting in London"

UDAYANA COMMANDER TO
VISIT AUSTRALIA
Jakarta Post, 21 April 1994. News in brief,
unabridged
(Denpasar) Udayana regional military
commander Maj-General R. Adang
Ruchiatna will visit Australia's Northern
Territory in September to strengthen the
relationship with his counterpart in the
Australian state, a spokesman said.
Adang spoke about his intention to make
the trip when he received his Northern Territory colleague, Nicholson, here Tuesday.
The Udayana commander's visit to Australia would be aimed at enhancing cooperation between the two military commands,
the spokesman said, as quote by Antara
news agency

INDONESIAN, U.S. WAR SHIPS
IN JOINT EXERCISE.
JAKARTA, April 28 (Reuter) - Indonesia's navy has conducted gunnery and antisubmarine exercises with a U.S. destroyer in
the Flores Sea, foreign military sources said
on Thursday.
The U.S. Congress voted in 1993 to suspend most arms sales to Indonesia and remove some military training programs because of human-rights concerns, mainly
involving troubled East Timor.
The sources said, however, that Indonesia continued to conduct numerous joint
naval exercises with the Americans.
The sources said the April 26-27 exercise
in the Flores Sea, 2500 km (1600 miles) east
of Jakarta, involved the Indonesian corvette
KRI Nala, the U.S. Spruance-class destroyer
Fife and a U.S. P-3A Orion maritime patrol
plane.
Indonesia, guarding some vital sea lanes
between the Indian and Pacific oceans, is
building up its limited navy with 39 former
East German warships, mainly corvettes
and landing ships, bought last year.
The 44,000-member navy's main task is
patrolling waters around Indonesia, the
world's largest archipelago stretching 5,000
km (over 3,000 miles), roughly equivalent to
the distance between New York and San
Francisco.
"The navy can fulfil its assigned responsibility of maintaining the security of the
archipelago against low-level threats," a
foreign military source said. "But it is
unlikely that the navy will be capable of
conducting sustained maritime operations

outside the archipelago in the foreseeable
future," the source added.

BRITISH JETS 'WERE USED
IN TIMOR'
The Daily Telegraph Mirror, 28 April 1994
London: British jets were used by Indonesian against the people of East Timor, it
was claimed yesterday.
But the company which makes the Hawk
fighter aircraft, British Aerospace, denied
any knowledge that they had taken part in
attacks.
It said it was up to the British Government to make political decisions about arms
sales.
The claims came as shareholders grilled
the board about Indonesia's record in East
Timor at the company's London annual
general meeting.
Indonesia's air force already has 20 Hawk
trainer-fighter aircraft in service.
Another 24 Hawks, ordered last year by
the Indonesian Government from BAe, are
due to be delivered in 1996.
The Campaign Against Arms Trade
claims BAe Hawks have been used against
the civilian population in East Timor, which
Indonesia invaded in 1975 and where
200,000 people have been killed.
In response to shareholder questions,
BAe chief executive Dick Evans said there
was a "constant dialogue" between the company and the Foreign Office over political
implications of BAe contracts.
He said there is "absolutely no evidence
to our knowledge" of BAe-supplied aircraft
being used against East Timorese civilians.
But chairman John Cahill said BAe operated under British laws which banned arms
sales to countries who used them to suppress civilians.
"We are fully satisfied that these rules are
among the most stringent in the world." Mr
Cahill said.
"It's ultimately a matter for Her Majesty’s Government and not BAe," he said.
The company's annual report said its
1993 defence business orders increased 24
per cent by $3.55 billion, a notable boost
coming mainly from orders for an extra 48
Tornados from Saudi Arabia and 24 Hawks
for Indonesia.
Earlier, a group of around 70 people from
the Campaign Against Arms Trade had assembled to protest at BAe's sale of the
Hawks to Indonesia.
CAAT spokesman Will McMahon said
BAe should respect United Nations resolutions which have called for no arms sales to
countries carrying out oppression against
civilians.
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Mr MacMahon said the Australian Government was guilty of the same thing as
Britain - ignoring Indonesia’s human rights
record in the face of big business deals
which might otherwise be lost.

LONG ROAD TO PEACE IN
TIMOR
By Lindsay Murdoch, Sydney Morning Herald, April 28.
Indonesia calls them subversive elements.
A young man wearing a Michael Jackson Tshirt and jeans sits on a wooden bench outside Dili's beachfront church and says he is
one of the brothers in a revolution. His eyes
dart in fear towards a four-wheels-drive
vehicle parked 20 metres along the road. "I
will be captured and interrogated when I
leave here because I am talking with you.
But we have to suffer to obtain freedom," he
says. The church where Timorese sought
sanctuary when Indonesian troops were
killing demonstrators in November 1991 is
almost full although it is not yet Sunday.
"We come to the church to seek strength for
our fight for Timorese nationality," a worshipper says.
As the congregation starts to leave, the
brothers in a revolution unfurl a flag denouncing Indonesia's 18 year rule. "Long live
East Timor," they shout for television cameras.
Indonesia's Foreign Minister, Mr Ali
Alatas, dismisses the protesters as a "small
but vocal minority, the same as you find in
any country".
His ministry arranged for a group of foreign correspondents to visit East Timor to
make an independent judgment about Indonesia's administration.
There is no doubting Jakarta's impressive
development of what it calls its 27th province although the sovereignty is not recognised by the United Nations. the Indonesian
have built roads, churches and schools.
They have brought greater development to
East Timor during their rule than Portugal
did during its 450- year administration.
Seven of eight military battalions in the
territory are developing civic programs, at a
cost of $2.5 million a year, in a attempt to
win hearts and minds.
But contact with the people of Dili and
nearby provincial areas leaves an overwhelming impression that Jakarta's administration is not accepted by the majority of
Timorese. Jakarta's military apparatus
build-up since its troops invaded in 1975
when Portugal abandoned its colony has
served to alienate an already deeply divided
race.
The students who defied the military and
staged demonstrations in Dili for an interna-
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tional audience late last week are part of a
generation that has known nothing but Indonesian rule. They were not witnesses to
the tragic events of 1975 and the following
years when tens of thousands of people
were killed or died following civil war and
Indonesia's invasion. They are the driving
force of an underground movement demanding the right to self-determination or, at the
very least, a degree of autonomy from Jakarta. While they might sympathise with
the Fretilin rebels, they represent a young,
articulate movement that sees its fight as
political and not through the barrel of a gun.
Mr Alatas admits problems in East
Timor and says they are in part because
Indonesia is the victim of its own success.
Many of the students educated in East
Timor and other parts of Indonesia cannot
get jobs for which they are qualified.
Timorese are having difficulty competing
with more skilled people who have come to
East Timor from other parts of Indonesia to
start-up business. "We are trying to help the
Timorese, to train them to be able to compete and bring back the balance," Mr Alatas
says.
The Indonesian military admits it has
made mistakes in East Timor. Its massacre
of protesters in Dili in 1991 was a severe
blow to its domination. International outcries showed the military that it is accountable for the behaviour of its soldiers. Over
the past 12 months the military has gradually lifted some of its repressive activities.
The only international agency allowed in
East Timor, the International Committee of
the Red Cross, has been given greater access
to Timorese, including political prisoners.
There are fewer checkpoints where people
are subjected to searches and are sometimes
forced to pay bribes. Jakarta is allowing
more visits by journalists, international
politicians and other groups.
But it is clear that Jakarta must change its
policies if it is to succeed in removing what
Mr Alatas and military chiefs describe as a
"pebble in Indonesia's shoe". This will not
be easy, given the determination of the military not to lose face over its role in East
Timor. Jakarta is also determined not to give
the impression of bowing to pressure from
the Timorese, which could embolden anIndonesian groups in other troubled provinces like Aceh and Irian Jaya.
But diplomats and analysts point to a series of steps which could be introduced to
improve the situation in East Timor.
Important posts in governments departments could be given to Timorese. The police could be localise. There could be a withdrawal of troops. A government transmigration program to bring Indonesians from
Indonesia islands could be ended. Influential
Timorese authorities such as Governor
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Abilio Soares could be given control of the
economy, with authority to deliver international aid and approve tourist and other
commercial projects. The military could see
that if somebody is critical of Jakarta's policy they are not automatically a subversive
element who must be cowed. It could stop
looking upon the Catholic Church as a haven
for trouble-makers and see it instead as an
institution that could be co-opted to influence rethinking.
The military's business interests which
have dominated East Timor economy could
step aside and make way for Timorese entrepreneurships.
But before the Timorese are placated and
the issue of East Timor is settled internationally, Jakarta will need to recognise that
its declared 27th province in special and
different from the rest of the country.

BBC FILMS DILI PROTESTS
BBC Newsnight, April 20, 1994. transcript
from video
Presenter: For two decades now, the Indonesian army has been engaged in a controversial struggle with rebels of East Timor.
and in an effort to improve their image, has
just allowed foreign journalists in to see
something of what's going on there. East
Timor is a former Portuguese colony; it lies
three hundred miles off the Australian coast.
Its capital, Dili, is on the north of the island.
In 1975, the Indonesian army invaded and
annexed East Timor after the Portuguese
withdrawal. Human rights organisations say
the Indonesian army has killed more than
200,000 East Timorese since then. International outrage reached its height three years
ago, after the killing of up to 270 people at
Dili's Santa Cruz cemetery. And, as Jonathan Birchall now reports, the oppression
appears to continue.
VISUAL -- five young Timorese men,
two holding small handmade banners, jumping up and down and shouting "Viva! Viva
Timor Leste!". Police arrive; the camera
follows four of the young men throwing
down a banner and running away. [Note: the
fifth youth was arrested, but this cannot be
seen on the film]
Jonathan Birchall: It's a message the Indonesian government didn't want us to hear.
Viva Timor Leste -- Long Live East Timor.
A small lightning protest by supporters of
independence for this former Portuguese
colony, trying to get their message across to
foreign journalists on a rare officiallysanctioned visit to the territory.
VISUAL -- Ali Alatas and others enter a
conference room and are seated for a press
conference.

Birchall: It began in Jakarta, with Indonesian foreign minister Ali Alatas and the official version.
Alatas: By sustaining the unwarranted
hope that there might be a chance to reverse
the express wishes of the majority of East
Timorese people, in favour of the obsessions of an unrepresentative minority, the
ex-Fretilin abroad will only do a great disservice ... a great disservice ... to the real
interests of the East Timorese.
VISUAL -- Max Stahl's footage of the
Santa Cruz massacre Birchall --November
the twelfth, 1991. Indonesian troops open
fire on unarmed demonstrators in Dili's
Santa Cruz cemetery, killing scores of people. It was a disaster for East Timor, and for
Indonesia's efforts to improve its international image.
VISUAL -- Johny Lumintang, Commander of Indonesian armed forces in East
Timor, at a press conference.
Lumintang: If you ask about 12th November, I always say that we have already
paid very very expensively for the 12th
November event.
VISUAL -- camera pans over rows of
graves
Birchall -- But two years later, there's
still no clear accounting for the dead of Santa
Cruz. The Indonesians believe about fifty
people died. But one independent Indonesian academic has drawn up a list of 270
missing people. The army produced only 19
bodies, 18 of them unidentified. They sleep
in an uneasy grave.
VISUAL -- Birchall in a graveyard
Birchall -- This deserted graveyard lies
about five miles from Dili. The graves on
this side are within sight of the military
camp behind me, and when I first came here
soldiers came out and asked us not to film.
They didn't say why. But these graves are
the graves of some of the people killed in
the Santa Cruz massacre. Locals believe that
others are buried here as well.
VISUAL -- drummers and dancers in traditional costume perform as the journalists
enter a 'model village'. Shots of children, and
of an Indonesian soldier gesturing to a chart
on the wall.
Birchall -- Indonesia has won military
victory in East Timor over the Fretilin opposition. But now Jakarta is fighting a public relations war. This village was built by
the Indonesian army to resettle people from
the mountains. The Indonesians say it's
good development work, the critics would
call it a 'strategic hamlet'. The Indonesians
have spent money on hospitals, roads and
schools in East Timor, and this man was
happy to tell us all about it.
Elderly Timorese man: Es um paraiso,
um paraiso.
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Birchall: It's a paradise, he said. A paradise. But a paradise where you're never too
far from the security men who were following us around.
VISUAL -- pan to two plainclothes Indonesian security men standing a short distance behind the old man.
VISUAL -- a group of young men, apparently in a small dark room, hiding their
faces behind Fretilin, FALINTIL and
CNRM flags and banners.
Birchall: But Indonesia still has a political
problem in East Timor. We were led to a
night-time meeting of young supporters of
the Fretilin opposition. By talking to us
they were risking capture by the security
forces, who've repeatedly been accused of
beating and torturing their prisoners.
[to youth #1]: People say that Fretilin
has been militarily defeated. What do you
say to that?
Youth #1: That is the reality of course;
but as for the resistance in the forest, it
means that we still show our struggle against
the Indonesian regime.
Birchall: But how can you continue to
struggle against the Indonesians.
Youth #1: Our struggle can be through
many ways. In political struggle, by military
resistance, also in clandestine [resistance] in
the towns.
Birchall: Before we came here the Indonesian government told us there was overwhelming support for East Timor's integration in Indonesia, and that Fretilin was effectively defeated. It may have been militarily defeated, but here in Dili there's still clear
resentment over Indonesian rule, and these
young men are a sign of that resentment
[to youth #2]: In Fretilin itself, how
many people, how much force does it have
now?
Youth #2: Fretilin people right now include myself and include our friends here,
and another four hundred people outside the
town, in the forest.
Birchall: Fretilin's leader, Xanana Gusmão, is now serving a 20-year jail sentence
in Jakarta. The army says there are only 200
to 250 guerrillas still left fighting, with only
one gun between two men. Their supporters
gave us these photographs showing some of
the armed resistance.
VISUAL -- photographs of Falintil guerrillas.
VISUAL -- Johny Lumintang at press
conference
Lumintang: The problem is, these 200 are
not the remnant, but the nucleus. That is
why, even though we try to influence them
to come down and join, it is extremely difficult, and I think maybe they will fight until
they die.

VISUAL -- the foreign journalists getting
off a bus. They are stopped at the door to
the Becora Prison.
Birchall: Dili's Becora Jail, next stop on
the official visit. Indonesian official: You can
see for yourselves, but not make a film.
VISUAL -- lobby of the jail. Cameraman
continues to try to film, while security men
hold their hands over his lens. Birchall: We
couldn't film inside, but after we entered,
four of the jail's political prisoners took the
opportunity to speak to us, despite the
efforts of Indonesian officials to stop them.
VISUAL -- cameraman filming from inside a van, or possibly a cell? The film is
primarily of the window looking out of a
small dark space, several heads silhouetted
against the window.
Voice #1 (political prisoner) speaks in
Portuguese [I think], while
voice #2 (probably another journalist)
translates.
Voice #2: They are tortured, some with
electricity ...
Voice #3 [breaking in]: NO!
Voice #2: One of them in a dark cell -that's the political prisoners -- he was one of
the people who sent the secret documents
outside ...
VISUAL -- Indonesian soldiers do jumping-jacks on a beach
Birchall: On the beach in Dili, Indonesian
troops exercise in front of the locals. The
Indonesians say there are now some 5,000
soldiers in East Timor, only 800 combatready. But the army still calls the shots in
the territory. And even members of the proIndonesian establishment don't like it.
VISUAL -- Florentino Sarmento,
GOLKAR party
Sarmento: I hope that the military will
come to a point to recognise that the [need
for] military intervention after the capture
of Xanana Gusmão and all his friends is
over. And now we need to follow up, once
the peace -- no, the security and order -- is
restored, there must be a follow-up with a
political solution, all the political leaders
must be involved to search for a political
solution to the question of East Timor.
VISUAL -- Exterior, Motael Church.
VISUAL -- Interior, Motael Church.
Congregation receives communion to accompaniment of liturgical chanting.
Birchall: It's Friday morning at Dili's Motael Church. The mass is said in Tetum, the
local language, and not in Bahasa Indonesian.
The Catholic Church has increasingly become a focus for expressions of East
Timorese identity. And today, after mass,
another small act of defiance.
VISUAL -- About ten young men walk
through the church precincts, holding a
handmade banner, lifting their hands in Vsigns, and chanting 'Viva Timor Leste'.

Page 57

Young man: East Timor's people want
peace, justice and an independent nation.
VISUAL: Hulks of Indonesian landing
craft on the beach
Birchall: Some of these landing craft rusting on the beach at Dili brought Indonesian
troops ashore here in 1975. Eighteen years
later, East Timor has been pacified, but it's
still not at peace.

INDONESIA QUESTIONS
DEATH TOLL AGAIN
Jakarta Post April 21-22, 1994. By Dino
Patti Djalal
This extraordinary article, published in
two parts in the Jakarta Post, is an indication of Indonesia's latest 'damage control'
strategy. Recent visitors to the Indonesian
Embassy in London have also been given a
line much like this, and it has been picked
up by Alistair Goodlad (Foreign Secretary)
as well, judging from his response to a question in the House of Commons.
-- Maggie Helwig, British Coalition for
East Timor
The Jakarta Post describes Dino Patti
Djalal as "an Indonesian political scientist
currently residing in London, UK".
PART ONE published April 21, 1994
(London) There is little doubt that human
casualties during the turbulence in East
Timor in the mid-1970s were considerable.
Those were violent times.
However, discussions on the casualties
have been generally within the context of
propaganda. This is unfortunate, because
the subject, sensitive as it may be, is important and deserves objective scrutiny.
Not surprisingly, casualties have been focused on by Fretilin activists in exile and
non-Timorese elements critical of integration.
From time to time, since 1976, rumors of
"200,000 deaths" or worse, "genocide" have
won some ears, but by and large these theories never gained currency.
Of late, however, John Pilger's film Death
of a Nation, which has been shown in Britain and Australia and may reach millions
more in other countries, has attempted to
revive and reinterpret the subject of deaths
in Timor in a more reckless fashion than
before.
Having seen the film in London, my impression was that Pilger was so busy looking for conspiracy and fabricating conspiracy theories that he not only left many
stones unturned but also went far beyond
typical tabloid journalism, outdoing even the
most sensational Fretilin propaganda.
To get a fair estimate of the death toll,
one would need an extensive account of the
deaths in various zones of conflict through-
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out East Timor at different points in time,
which seems beyond the resources of all
involved, as even Fretilin cannot account for
losses within its own ranks, let alone the
civilian population.
The fuss over the issue originated in 1977
in the person of James Dunn. A former
Australian consul in Dili in the 1960s, Dunn
had clear sympathy with Fretilin.
He visited a Fretilin controlled Dili in October 1975 and had established an active
working relationship with them.
Dunn claimed that he had interviewed
Timorese refugees in Portugal and that they
mentioned that 50,000 to 100,000 people
had perished, but it was never established
how they came up with this figure.
In fact, many things rendered the credibility of this claim highly at risk: the names of
his sources were blacked out (which made
verification impossible); they were vulnerable to shady promises of migration to Australia; and, somewhat embarrassingly to
Dunn, it was later found out from the Indonesian Red Cross that these refugees had left
East Timor well before the pro-integration
offensive in late 1975.
The refugees never saw 50,000-100,000
dead; if anything, they were simply struck
by the sight of deserted villages in places
they visited and on this basis asserted that
tens of thousands had perished.
Whatever the case, months later, following a Presidential amnesty on Aug. 16 1977,
tens of thousands of Timorese came down
from the mountains: some 53,000 through
Sep. 1978, 80,000 more in late 1978, and
another wave of 40,000 in early 1979, bringing the total to 173,000.
Hence, by the end of 1979 the testimony
of the refugees could no longer be used as
the basis to assess human casualties. The
exodus effectively answered what had happened to the "perished" villages. Would
Dunn be willing to reveal the names of his
1977 sources and have them cross-examined
by credible authorities?
In a recent article published in the UK,
Pilger referred to Dunn's report as an "Australian parliamentary study." James Dunn
was never an MP; he worked for the parliament's library. His trip to Portugal was
neither commissioned nor funded by Parliament; it was sponsored by left-wing organisations in Australia such as AFCAO [this is
probably meant to be ACFOA, the Australian Council for Overseas Aid] and Australia
State University.
In 1980, the government published a census which showed that the East Timorese
population had declined since the pre-war
years.
The 1980 census recorded 555,350 East
Timorese, about 69,000 less than the 1973
census figure of 624,594. If the growth rate

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

of 1.6 per cent held up to 1975 then the
population would have been 645,000.
In reality, it is quite difficult to determine
the precise extent to which the population
declined: whereas the 1980 Indonesian census was the first census ever conducted by
means of head count (by handing out identity cards), the Portuguese relied strictly on
second-hand information from Timorese
liurais (tribal kings) which were never verified.
Portugal's indirect census yielded room
for some exaggeration because some liurais,
eager to project size and clout, were believed
the inflate the number of tribesmen.
Apart from this, the 1980 census did not
account for the remaining Fretilins in East
Timor's jungles, which narrowed the population even further.
Thus, the Indonesian government does
have a case in asserting that "the true difference will never be known." But whatever
the decline, it is certainly not an automatic
indication of war-deaths.
Other factors explain why fewer people
lived in East Timor by 1980: the post-1975
migration of thousands of East Timorese to
places outside Indonesia, mainly Portugal
and Australia (there are now 15-20,000
Timorese living outside Indonesia); the unspecified number of Timorese who had gone
to other parts of Indonesia, either to study,
to find work, or for other reasons; and those
who died of natural causes or criminal acts.
PART TWO, April 22, 1994
As an observer, I do not pretend to know
the numbers involved in war casualties. I am
more concerned, however, about determining
who is actually to blame for the deaths.
This is important because some antiintegration activists tend to cite numbers of
war deaths and liberally point the finger to
pro-integration forces. This is not possible
in a situation where the guns are pointed in
both directions.
War-related deaths which occurred in
East Timor in the mid 1970s resulted from
violence in and out of combat. We know
that the combat fatalities happened during
the Fretilin offensive, during the movement
towards integration.
However, there is no objective reason to
blame pro- integration forces for all these
deaths. During the latter half of 1975, it was
the Fretilins who had overwhelming firepower in what was essentially a one-sided
civil war, having armed themselves with
27,000 weapons left behind by Tropas,
with an estimated 50-100 bullets each.
It was the Fretilins who decisively outgunned their foes, inflicting deaths and destruction in an almost unrivalled way.
In fact, if one were to break down the
1980 census regionally, some of the most

significant population dip occurred precisely in areas where the Fretilins were
documented to have committed mass killings
or areas controlled by them.
Just to cite a few examples: in Ailieu, the
population was cut down from 39,986
(1974) to 16,990 (1979); during the same
time, Suai's population declined from 42,119
to 30,039; in Manufahi, the decline was
from 39,000 to 30,000.
The non-combat deaths relate to disease
and malnutrition or starvation. During the
war, dysentery and tuberculosis had reached
epidemic proportions, a combined result of
massive dislocation of Timorese into jungle
and swamp areas on the one hand, and the
near absence of medical care, on the other.
Disease spread like wildfire among the
nomadic bands where everything -- including
food and living space -- was shared. Concomitantly, food crops became severely
limited: in what was already subsistence
agriculture, farms were left behind, harvests
were missed, and barely anything edible was
found in the jungle.
Disease and starvation, of course, does
not choose sides politically, nor can it be
blamed on any one group. In fact, even before the turbulence began, the Portuguese
had warned as early as 1974 that there were
signs of hunger in the area.
The scale of disease and starvation related deaths is not known, and in fact have
not received much attention -- perhaps because they are not seen by anti-integration
activists as dramatic enough.
However, many East Timorese would
vouch for the fact that in certain zones of
conflict the number of those who died from
disease/starvation were greater than from
bullet wounds.
Arsenio Horta, the brother of Ramos
Horta who was detained by Fretilin leaders
and travelled with them during the war,
testified that "some 20,000 had died of starvation in Fretilin controlled areas." Although
there is no way to confirm this, his comment does reveal that the scale of the problem was quite serious.
It is instructive to note that the thousands of Timorese who came down from the
mountains in 1978-79 generally suffered
from severe cases of malnutrition and deadly
disease. In many instances, international
relief workers recorded malaria as the main
cause of death among them.
Additionally, many East Timorese would
also verify that after the fall of Dili, there
were vendetta-related deaths committed by
East Timorese whose family, relatives or
friends were murdered by the Fretilins.
Every man and woman murdered by the
Fretilins left behind vengeful sons. It is impossible to estimate the scale, but this type
of deaths ought to be figured in war-death
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assessment, especially considering the culture of violence and the culture of vengeance
was still quite strong in East Timor's society
at that time.
By illustrating the effects of vengeance
above, I don't seek to deny that there were
casualties resulting from the pro- integration
offensive and certain military clashes subsequent to integration.
However, it is clear that the number constitutes a far smaller share of the whole
population dip between 1975- 1980 than
what the anti-integrationists would claim -more so if one considers the considerable
losses also suffered by the pro-integration
forces.
The Indonesian government maintains in
ball-park terms that "war-related deaths
numbered around 5,000 with another 25,000
victims of malnutrition."
Recently, there was yet another charge of
"genocide". In the documentary Death of a
Nation, John Pilger asserted that "at least
one-third" of East Timor's population had
been killed, and he even went so far as
claiming that this was "proportionally
worse than what Pol Pot had done in Cambodia."
It is not hard to find from whom Pilger
took his cue: James Dunn.
In Pilger's film, Dunn commented that
prior to the civil war, "East Timor had a
population of 698,000 and it was just growing at 2 per cent per annum. That means
that today East Timor ought to be 980,000
or more, close to a million, assuming it did
not grow any faster.
"The Timorese population, if you look at
the recent Indonesian census, is at the most
650,000. It is incredible. It is worse than
Cambodia."
It appears that two decades later, Dunn
still could not resist the temptation of playing a clever numbers trick. By placing the
pre-war figure at 698,000 Dunn was contradicting and inflating how previous figure of
650,000 (in his own article on East Timor
written in 1978).
By placing the present population at
"650,000 at best", Dunn is excessively deflating the 1992 population figure of over
755,000 in East Timor.
In any case, Dunn's calculation, which
was the sole basis of Pilger's allegation, suffered from erroneous methodology.
Dunn was speaking as if there had ever
been one million people in East Timor and
that this then declined to 650,000, whereas
it is perfectly clear that East Timor's population never had a chance to grow to one
million people at any point in time.
One million was simply the projected
figure for uninterrupted population growth
in East Timor over 18 years, based on the
1975 population figures. But we know that

the turbulence in the mid 1970s dented this
projection to the extent that, for reasons
explained above, by 1980 there were only
555,000 Timorese in the province.
Hence, by 1980 it became plainly clear
that it was no longer possible for East
Timor's population to multiply to one million today. To reach one million in 1993, the
population would have to grow by 80 per
cent since 1980, or an annual average of 6.6
per cent.
We know this is not possible under any
circumstances.
It would only make sense, therefore, to
compare the present population figure with
the known, actual 1980 figure, as opposed
to comparing it with the projection of one
million. One would then find that East
Timor's population, far from declining, has
actually grown 35 per cent between 19801992, or an average of about three per cent
annually.
Even if one were to discount the small
number of non- Timorese migrants (around
several thousands) in the province, one
would still find that indigenous growth was
significantly larger compared with the prewar growth of 1.6 per cent.
If "genocide" has no factual basis, why
do some persist in saying it?
The fact that few circles are listening is a
measure of the active work of the antiintegration network abroad. Their strategy is
based on a simple public relations textbook
basics: if you spread a message by as many
sympathizers as possible and have it repeated over and over again, someone out
there will hear you, and a few will even
believe it.
Whereas Indonesia's East Timor diplomacy concentrated on government-togovernment channels and important multilateral forum such as the UNGA, the antiintegration network is being actively supported by the media and NGOs which have
much greater "broadcasting power".
Today, some of these NGOs have become important players in the international
scene.
There is also an answer why the term
"genocide" was deliberately picked out. By
the late 1970s, the world had become quite
sensitized to the genocidal practice of Pol
Pot in Cambodia, and much of the verdict
against Pol Pot rested on such notoriety.
The Fretilins had hoped to catch this
same wind. By that time, the Fretilin were
in desperation for political and diplomatic
support: vot~yVes in the UN had dwindled,
Fretilin's military activity in East Timor was
defeated when Nicolau Lobato was shot in a
government raid, and the integration process
was fast consolidating itself.
Against this background, the term "genocide" was invented as no more a rhetorical
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bait than the rumor of "concentration
camps" in East Timor, which turned out
completely wrong.
Several conclusions can be drawn from
the above. First, because war casualties tend
to be spoken up by anti- integration elements, the subject matter has been excessively used as part of public relations offensive, at the expense of an objective and
fairly reasonable estimates of human losses.
Not surprisingly, exaggerated versions of
war casualties in East Timor have come
exclusively from dubious sources, using
erroneous methods of comparing population
counts. In fact, it is quite remarkable that
the figure of James Dunn, a well-known
sympathizer of the Fretilins, has come up
again and again in this "debate".
Secondly, judging from census results, it
appears that certifiable human losses did
occur between 1975-1980, though not necessarily throughout this period. However,
rising population records subsequent to
1980 indicate the absence of extraordinary
deaths.
Within the 1975-1980 population dip,
only a portion can be regarded as warrelated deaths, and from this a smaller segment as combat-related deaths, and from
this even a smaller share attributable to the
pro-integration forces.

COMMENT FROM JAMES DUNN,
MAY 1, 1994
The article in Jakarta Post by Dino Patti
Djalal is typical of the distorted accounts of
the loss of life that resulted for Indonesia's
annexation of East Timor. It follows the
usual technique of smearing what the writer
considers are key sources. As one of those
sources let me put this distorted and devious account straight.
First, my own credentials. I was of
course for some years Australian Consul in
East Timor, but my later involvement in this
question began when I was sent in 1974 by
the Whitlam Government on a fact-finding
mission to the Portuguese colony. And I
was there again in 1975 when Indonesia's
military intervention began - at the time of
the killing of the journalists at Balibo - as
the leader of a humanitarian aid mission
sponsored by the Australian Council for
Overseas Aid. Contrary to his assertion the
papers I wrote for the Australian Parliament
(in my capacity as its senior foreign affairs
adviser at that time), were requested by
parliamentarians.
True, I did have close contact with Fretilin leaders, but was also in regular contact
with UDT leaders, including some who are
still in East Timor. Even Lopes da Cruz
wrote to me in 1975, incidentally declaring
at the time that independence was the only
answer for East Timor's future.
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But let me turn to the controversy over
Timor's population loss. I was able on several occasions to examine the population
statistics compiled by the Portuguese. I also
know something about the Portuguese
methods of collection and I believed that
their figures were more or less accurate,
except on one count. As all close observers
agreed at the time, the population was
slightly understated, not overstated as Djalal
contends. Contrary to what he suggests
there was a universal practice by village
officials of understating the population in
order to evade the full impact of the imposto, the head tax.
Based on my study of the official population figures (which, by the way, were also
collected by Church authorities), on the eve
of Indonesia's invasion, East Timor's population stood at just over 688,000, and at the
time it was growing at about 2% per annum.
It should therefore be in the vicinity of one
million in 1994. Depending on what Indonesian figure you use - and there have been
several of them - today the population of
the province may be 750,000, but it now
includes more than 100,000 Indonesians.
Nobody knows the exact total number of
people killed after 1975, but the loss of
population to the Timorese people, disclosed by that discrepancy , is clearly of
genocidal proportions.
Djalal's suggestion that the population
losses were the result of Fretilin operation
in the civil sounds like a crude Bakin disinformation exercise. The civil war lasted only
3 weeks, cost about 1,500 lives (the ICR
Mission's assessment) and was over by the
first week of September 1975, as outside
observers were able to attest. In those days
foreign observers like myself were able to
move around the territory with complete
freedom, and make their own assessments.
It was thus not until after the invasion of
Dili in December 1975 that Timor became a
random killing field, and that killing was
done not by Fretilin, which desperately
tried to defend its people, but by units of
the Indonesian Army. Tens of thousands of
Timorese died in random executions and in
wanton killing as Indonesian troops advanced into the interior. Perhaps the greatest
killer was disease and starvation, but this
was the direct consequence of the policies
and behaviour of the invading forces.
By the way, my assessment of the extent
of this killing did not come from misguided
refugees, but from several detailed reports
from Church authorities who had the daunting task of tending to its utterly demoralising consequences. Over the years I have also
spoken at length with senior responsible
officials serving in the provincial government of East Timor, at least one of whom
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believed that the figure of 200,000 deaths
resulting from the annexations was too low.
In general the Djalal article is a shocking
distortion of the reality of East Timor's
nightmare, which reflects poorly on his
knowledge of this tragic affair, and on his
academic integrity. Little enough has been
done for the Timorese people, without devious attempts to diminish their suffering
for the sake of defending the badly tarnished
reputation of the Indonesian military.

U.S. BANS SMALL ARMS
SALES TO INDONESIA
ARMS TRADE NEWS, May, 1994
The State Department, reacting to pressure from Congress to condition U.S. weapons sales to Indonesia on improvements in
human rights, has banned the export of small
weapons to Jakarta. According to a State
Department official, the policy was adopted
in early January and was "a response to
human rights violations not exclusive to East
Timor." Indonesian troops killed 100
Timorese mourners in a cemetery in November, 1991.
"We would look disfavorably at an application to export small to medium arms" to
Indonesia, the official, who requested anonymity, said. While a formal list of banned
arms has not been put together, automatic
weapons, mortars, ammunition and "lethal
crowd control weapons" would be included.
"These are general guidelines and every
weapons system has not been listed," the
official noted.
The "low-key" policy, as it was called, is
an attempt to "balance" U.S. concerns for
human rights with its long-time ties to Indonesia. "Considering that Indonesia is a strategic ally and that we have access to their
ports,. . . we set the policy to attempt a
balance," the official said. "We value our
relationship" with Jakarta, the source noted.
However, while praising the administration's ban, some human rights and arms
control analysts are still wary of U.S. policy. Despite rejecting a Jordanian request to
transfer American-made F- 5E aircraft to
Indonesia last summer, the State Department has not ruled out future sales of hightech weapons to Jakarta. For example, Indonesia has been mentioned as a possible
recipient of used F-16 aircraft under an Air
force proposal to sell-off older jets.
"We might consider the transfer of larger
weapons systems," the State Department
analyst said, "taking into consideration
technology transfer, regional stability and
human rights issues." When pressed for
specifics, the official said a sale will "probably not [occur] in the current session of
Congress due to opposition there."

RADIO NETHERLANDS TO
CUT INDONESIAN
BROADCASTS
From a Radio Netherlands International
Press Release. 26 April 1994
Radio Netherlands announced it was cutting out its Indonesian language broadcasts
as part of a severe cost-cutting manoeuvre.
French transmissions for Africa, Arab, and
Portuguese for Brazil also got the chop. Out
of a total of 450 staff, 89 are being eliminated, for only 19 new positions. Radio
Netherlands will focus more on Eastern
Europe.
Joss Wibisono, well known to politically
active listeners in Indonesia, is probably
losing his job too.

IRISH FASHION MAGAZINE
COVERS EAST TIMOR
Ireland's top selling fashion magazine,
“IT" carried a two page feature on the situation in East Timor in its May edition out
today. In a wide-ranging article the feature
dealt with the formation of ETISC, the concern in Ireland over the situation in East
Timor, the role of the Australian government in the Timor Gap and the role of the
British government in selling weapons to
Indonesia.

TEMPO ON HORTA'S
'RESIGNATION'
Tempo, 23 April 1994. Irawan and Dewi
Anggraeni (Melbourne)
Comment: This piece of gutter journalism, full of lies and innuendoes, must surely
have been published at the behest of army
intelligence. I will be as generous as I can be
and say that this is probably the price
Tempo must pay for keeping its licence.
Tempo's editors know very well - and, I
am certain, reported it at the time - that Jose
Ramos-Horta resigned from Fretilin about
five years ago. He attended the Fretilin congress in April this year as the representative
of CNRM, the National Council of Maubere
Resistance. He addressed the public opening
in Lisbon on behalf of CNRM and attended
the plenary conference, held in a town north
of Lisbon, on several days.
Tempo should also know, especially
since one of the journalists bylined is based
in Australia, that Wendy Holland totally
discredited her 'exposure' of Ramos-Horta
which appeared in Kompas on 6 June 1993.
Five months later, she confessed in an interview with the Australian Women's Weekly
in November 1993, that she worked as a
spy for Australia's foreign intelligence
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agency, ASIS, from 1965 till 1989, throughout the whole time she was having an affair
with Horta. Needless to say, neither Kompas nor any other Indonesian publication
has ever referred to this confession.
Nor is it a coincidence that this article
appeared in the same week that Jakarta Post
published a series of articles, posted earlier
on reg.easttimor, attempting to re-write the
well- known facts about the death toll in
East Timor since the Indonesian invasion.
The tone used is typical of an intel
document. I hope this will come through,
without exaggeration, in translation.
Suffice it to say in conclusion that Jakarta must be in deep trouble over the sustained criticism of its policy on East Timor,
to have resorted to this kind of trash.
Carmel, TAPOL
------------------

LOBBYIST WITHDRAWS
[Intro] Ramos Horta known till now as
the spokesperson of Fretilin abroad, has
resigned. He has been accused of misusing
Fretilin funds.
The Fretilin group has lost one of its actors. Ramos Horta who has, until now, been
known as the spokesperson of the organisation, has officially announced his resignation
from Fretilin. This statement was made by
Horta at a public meeting on the sixth day of
a planning session of Fretilin, in Lisbon,
Portugal last Friday.
Horta has been actively travelling the
world as a Fretilin lobbyist for East Timor
since 1975. He has the reputation of being
hard-working and extremely resourceful, and
has always striven for East Timor to separate itself from Indonesia. For instance, he
appeared at the end of the Seminar on Indonesian Democracy at Melbourne University
in January last year. He had gatecrashed
(menyelonong) the meeting so as to become
a "speaker", and yelled so as to make himself heard to the journalists. The fact is, he
was not given a mike.
Horta was seen carrying a poster outside
the first session of the CGI (Consultative
Group on Indonesia), the group of donors
for Indonesia, in Geneva [sic] in 1992.
Even though he still considers himself to
be the symbol of the East Timor movement,
his position has now crumbled [buyar].
People in the interior do not like him any
more, primarily because he goes his own
way and is only too keen to puff up his
image [sok mau tenar]. "We don't want our
movement to be discredited by the likes of
Horta," a Fretilin activist in Australia contacted by Tempo said. Horta was formerly
appointed to be the spokesperson of the
CNRM (Conselho Nacional de Resistencia
Maubere), the resistance organisation led by
Xanana Gusmão. His special duties were

outside East Timor, including negotiations
with UDT, another group that wants East
Timor to be independent.
The UDT now totally disregards Horta.
"We in UDT have never regarded Horta as a
fighter for East Timor in any way at all,"
said Joao Carrascalão, chief of UDT public
relations [sic].
So why did he resign? His reputation has
recently been demolished on every front:
money, ideology and women. It all began
three years ago when he had a row with
Emilia Gusmão, the wife of the head of Fretilin [sic] in East Timor, who is now languishing in Cipinang Prison Jakarta. Emilia
wanted a fund of $10,000 to be used to
finance the resistance inside East Timor,
whereas Horta wanted to use the money for
himself, for lobbying in Washington.
Xanana, says Horta, agreed with this.
Horta has also been accused of using the
money for his personal needs. Copies of
bank documents, which are now in the
hands of Xanana's brother-in-law Eusebio
Araújo, prove that Horta has been extravagant with [memfoya-foyakan] the money
belonging to the movement. For instance,
the statements for Horta's credit-card show
five payments to a video shop in New York,
from $17.50 to $145.80 purportedly [konon] for hard porn videos. He also used the
money for hotel rooms, restaurant meals,
personal belongings and air-fares. He also
withdrew money from the CNRM account
in Darwin without the permission of the
person responsible for the account.
And that's not all. Horta's former girlfriend, Wendi Holland, has accused him of
planning to "bury" [memendam] Xanana
Gusmão, so that he would not leave Indonesia. He did this, said Wendi, because he was
afraid that Xanana would compete with him
in popularity abroad.
This is why the Fretilin leaders were
planning to sack Horta at their meeting in
Portugal. Horta knew about their intentions
which is why he went to Lisbon. There, he
announced his resignation and walked out of
the forum.

TESTIMONY OF ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF STATE
JOHN SHATTUCK
BUREAU OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND
HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE BEFORE THE
SENATE APPROPRIATIONS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
OPERATIONS
APRIL 19, 1994
(Excerpts from 15-page written statement. Mr. Shattuck gave very similar testimony two days later before the equivalent
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Committee in the House of Representatives.)
Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you
for the opportunity to appear before you
today to discuss the work being done by the
State Department, and specifically by the
Bureau of Human Rights and Humanitarian
Affairs, in promoting democracy and human
rights around the world. Perhaps more than
any other element of our nation's foreign
policy, the democracy/human rights agenda
reflects American principles and beliefs, and
our vision for a safe and peaceful world.
...

INSTRUMENTS
I would like to review some of the instruments we use in pursuing our human
rights and democracy objectives around the
world.
A traditional but still central tool at our
disposal is an array of democracy and human rights assistance programs funded by
the U.S. government. These include funds
allocated to USAID, USIA and the Department of Defense, as well as funds designated
for such NGOs as the National Endowment
for Democracy, the Asia Foundation, the
U.S. Institute for Peace and the East-West
Center.
As you know, Mr. Chairman, Counselor
Wirth and Under Secretary Davis have recently testified at length on the Administration's budget request for FY - 95. Thus I
will make my remarks on the overall budget
brief, and concentrate on the work of the
human rights bureau, after these basic observations.
The reorganization of the Administration's budget to create a category for "Building Democracy" will enable us to plan and
monitor democracy and human rights assistance projects with greater efficiency, and to
apply a variety of assistance measures to
the complicated process of democratization.
This category includes the Freedom Support
Act for assistance to the New Independent
States of the former Soviet Union; the SEED
funds for Eastern Europe; and other assistance funds that address key areas of democracy- building, such as civil-military
relations, in other regions of the world. For
example, funds are requested under this
category for a democracy assistance plan for
Haiti when an acceptable political settlement has been reached.
The Human Rights Bureau plays a role in
the design and evaluation of democracy and
human rights assistance. The Bureau directly manages some funds, such as for rule
of law programs in the New Independent
States. These are described in the next section of my testimony. It also plays a consultative role in the assignment and management of USAID ll6e funds, and other
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economic and security assistance to
strengthen democratic trends.
Looking to the specific instruments with
which we can signal our disapproval of human rights abuses or disruptions of democratic processes, we can in extreme cases cut
off U.S. aid - and are sometimes legislatively
mandated to do so - to demonstrate our
disapproval of human rights problems or
interruptions of democracy.
[Examples: Guatemala, Nigeria]
Sometimes we find it more effective to
condition aid, i.e. to link it to specific steps
to improve the situation.
[Examples: Peru, Nicaragua, El Salvador,
Tajikistan]
Conditioning aid is not a step we take
lightly. Human rights violations do not occur in a vacuum and other dynamics of our
bilateral relationships must be carefully
weighed before we take punitive actions
such as aid cutoffs. Thus the case for aid is
sometimes compelling and we must look to
other tools, by which we can express and
promote our commitment to democracy and
human rights.
For instance, the Human Rights Bureau
reviews and advises on requests for munitions licenses. In Indonesia, due to concerns
over the government's actions in East Timor
and its failure to resolve issues resulting
from the Dili massacre of 1991, we recently
developed a policy to bar sales of small
arms to the security forces.
The Bureau also reviews and advises on
requests for export licenses for crime control
and detection instruments and equipment.
[Examples: Nigeria, South Africa, Tunisia]
More generally, military training and cooperation has been variously suspended,
reduced, and/or tightly conditioned in response to human rights problems. [Examples: Peru, Guatemala.]
Currently, the U.S. votes against or abstains on loans by international financial
institutions to, among others, Iran, Burma,
China, Mauritania, Equatorial Guinea and
the Sudan, except for loans tightly restricted
to serving basic human needs.
Sanctions involving trade privileges can
also be effective. [Examples: Guatemala,
China.]
...

STATE DEPARTMENT-CONGRESS
DIALOGUE ON SMALL ARMS BAN
Hearing before the Foreign Operations
Subcommittee of the House Appropriations
Committee. April 21, 1994
[Excerpts, transcribed from tape]
Witness: Assistant Secretary for Human
Rights and Humanitarian Affairs John Shattuck
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NANCY PELOSI (D-CA), Chairing: I
have some questions referencing some comments directly from your testimony. You
mentioned the situation in East Timor, so I
want to start with a question about Indonesia. USAID is significantly expanding its
program in East Timor. What assurances
does USAID have that funds are being spent
on projects following consultation with
respected Timorese leaders like Bishop Belo
to get their input on the planning and implementation? And forgive me if that is a
question that should more appropriately be
put to AID.
SHATTUCK: No, I am happy to take
that question. USAID in general, let me just
preface my answer by saying that USAID is
moving to reprogram and direct its funds
increasingly in the area of democracy promotion and human rights protection. That is
to say we are doing other kinds of basic
economic, infrastructure and sustainable
development work, as well. Much of the
work of USAID in this period where we are
seeking to promote democratic improvements is going into the new areas, as well as
basic human needs. AID's consultation with
other parts of the government, including
obviously the State Department and our
bureau is close.
I think the situation in Indonesia is certainly not one of significant human rights
improvements, although a great deal of work
is being done, both affirmative and shall we
say restrictive in terms of that area. We have
recently, as I indicated in my testimony,
developed a new small arms or conventional
weapons policy, which bars the sale of lethal weapons, small arms, that might be
used for internal security purposes in Indonesia. As you probably also know the transfer of F5s from Jordan to Indonesia recently
was denied. So there are some very firm
measures that have been adopted with respect to Indonesia.
At the same time we want to work with
the Indonesian government to improve the
human rights situation, and particularly in
East Timor where improvement is perhaps
the most needed. We have seen in recent
months some reduction in the troop levels in
East Timor. We are also very strongly encouraging, and I think there is some evidence
of development in this area, encouraging the
Indonesian government to enter into much
more serious negotiations with the Portuguese, than has been the case in the past,
regarding the future of East Timor.
So all of these approaches are being taken
with respect to Indonesia.
PELOSI: Since you mentioned the arms
sales, I have two questions to follow up on
that. One is: Despite the requirement that
this committee be notified of the intent to
provide military training to Indonesia, the

administration has apparently allowed Indonesia to purchase IMET training with its
own funds. In addition, you have plans to
sell about $57 million in military equipment
to Indonesia. Can you explain why we continue to sell arms to Indonesia in the face of
the continuing problems? And you did answer that you thought there was some improvement in human rights, but more to go.
And I can make my two questions into one
by saying, in your answer if can say if the
United States ever drafts its conventional
arms sale policy, we would like to see an
elevated focus on human rights.
SHATTUCK: That is in fact the whole
purpose of the new small arms policy that
we are pursuing. Obviously in a country
such as Indonesia where the United States
has a wide range of interests, just the interest of promoting human rights and democracy, but also security interest as well.
These interests are going to be balanced, and
the balance is being struck by making sure
that small arms sales which could be used to
put down and discourage the exercise of
human rights in Indonesia are not going to go
forward. While at the same time, arms sales
that affect the strategic interests, to the
extent that we can be reasonably confident
that they will not directly impact on the
human rights situation, will go forward because of the important security [unintelligible word].
With respect to the International Military Educational and Training program, we
are now really looking at these programs
particularly in their expanded fashion as a
way of producing greater input into foreign
militaries on human rights and democracy
and civilian control. Now in the case of Indonesia, civilian control is one of the ultimate objectives obviously in respect to the
Indonesian military. For that reason we see
the IMET program as an important component and an affirmative component to try to
move forward with Indonesia on human
rights and democracy.
PELOSI: May I conclude then that you
are separating arms sales from strategic interests. Thank you..
...
NITA LOWEY (D-NY): I would like to
follow up on the chairwoman's questions
concerning East Timor. I believe that you
said we ban small arms to Indonesia. I
would like to know what is the definition of
small arms -- how small is small. And are
you saying that if small arms can't be used
in East Timor. All kinds of arms can be used
and that is why I would think that -- and in
fact I wondered what your reaction to an
amendment like Feingold's amendment that
does condition any arms sales to Indonesia
on human rights improvements in East
Timor.
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SHATTUCK: The ban on arms sales is
to Indonesia not East Timor -- we are talking about the entire country -- affects small
arms and lethal crowd control equipment.
Small arms being essentially hand-held conventional weapons which are distinguished
from strategic weapons -- planes, large strategic items. I'd be happy to submit for the
record a definition to give you a precise
explanation. But the whole thrust of the
policy is to insure that those weapons that
might be used on the ground for crowd control and other actions of the kind that we
saw in Dili, in East Timor in 1991 and such
horrendous human rights abuses are not
provided to Indonesia.
LOWEY: And how would you feel about
the Feingold amendment?
SHATTUCK: We make a distinction between the strategic weapons, as I said earlier
in my statement that the United States has a
number of interests in Indonesia, including
strategic interests. So therefore to the extent
that we are talking about banning strategic
weapons as opposed to small conventional
weapons that can be used to abuse human
rights. But we have worked closely with
Senator Feingold and with others in the
Congress to address this issue through the
arms ban that I have described to you.
LOWEY: Thank you.

ASIA-PACIFIC CONFERENCE
ON EAST TIMOR (APCET)
From the Conference Organizers
Warmest Greetings of Solidarity and
Peace!
Something is happening in Manila on
May. And we invite you to be part of it.
This is bringing home to Asia one of the
world's most legitimate people's struggles:
the struggle for East Timor Independence.
Since Indonesia forcibly annexed East
Timor in 1975, the Timorese struggle has
generated support from peoples around the
globe especially in the West, but it has yet
to galvanize solidarity where it belongs,
Asian leaders specially those of ASEAN
countries to which Indonesia plays a big
brother role to the hilt.
But a legitimate people's issue will always seek its just forum.
Thus international, Asian and Philippine
NGOs and people's organizations, together
with other international institutions, agencies and solidarity groups long steeped in
issues and struggles of human rights, peace
and justice will convene an Asia-Pacific
Conference on East Timor (APCET) in the
Philippines on May 31 to June 4.
The three-day conference will be attended by some 200 international luminaries
including friends from Indonesia and East

Timor. Three years after the Dili Massacre,
the gathering will tackle the legal, political
and cultural dimensions of the East
Timorese struggle. This will be held at the
University of the Philippines, the country's
premiere state university. Other related
caucuses and meetings are scheduled after
the three-day conference.
Come and enrich this gathering of kindred
souls and colleagues.
Come and express concrete solidarity
with our East Timorese friends.
We hope to see you in May. Meanwhile,
we remain in steadfast solidarity.
APCET
Philippine Convenor's Group
#2 Matulungin cor. Malakas Sts., Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines
Telefax 921-6774
IID@phil.gn.apc.org

INSIDE THE MINISTRY OF
PROPAGANDA
By John Pilger, New Statesman and Society,
April 29 1994
BBC Television is soon to show a series
about the Foreign Office called True Brits.
The promotional clips show a junior minister called Tristan Garel-Jones performing for
the cameras, rushing from crisis meeting to
crisis meeting, accompanied by jolly underlings. The series, says the BBC, will be
"revealing". We shall see.
My only visit to the Foreign Office was
in 1989 when I went to interview Lord Brabazon of Tara. I had asked for the Foreign
Secretary, Douglas Hurd, and had instead
been given His Lordship, one of the Bertie
Wooster junior ministers who help the "FO"
keep in touch with its past. The subject of
the interview was Cambodia, specifically
prime minister Thatcher's statement that the
"more reasonable" Khmer Rouge should
"play some part in a future government".
I was met by a minder from the news department, lan Whitehead, who took me
aside, as he was no doubt used to doing with
journalists, and told me to "go easy" on His
Lordship, whose knowledge of Indochina
was limited. (He used other, more vivid
words.) With a film camera turning, I asked
His Lordship who, exactly, these reasonable
Khmer Rouge were. "Um," he replied, "the
ones that Prince Sihanouk can work with."
When I asked for their names, Whitehead
threw himself in front of the camera, yelling,
"Stop this now! This is not the way we
were led to believe the line of questioning
would go!" No "line" had been agreed. Nevertheless, he refused to allow the interview
to proceed until he had approved the questions. In the meantime, His Lordship had
run off and could not be persuaded to re-
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turn. Whitehead's superior later claimed that
the film's director, David Munro, had given
an "assurance" (a word much used at the
FO) that Whitehead's comical behaviour in
front of the camera would not be shown. No
such assurance had been given, although we
had no doubt the Foreign Office would expect others among our colleagues to give it;
the whole rotten system of cosiness and
deception would require nothing less.
Over the years I have had much to do
with the Foreign Office. That is, I have been
in the position of observer to the contemptuous way this, perhaps the greatest citadel
of the establishment, treats the British public. From time to time, my work has caused
many people to write to the government,
seeking urgent answers to serious questions
about the effect of its policies on large numbers of human beings. The result, almost
invariably, has been a form of low-intensity
lying.
When literally thousands of people demanded to know in 1989 why the government was involved, directly or indirectly,
with the genocidal Khmer Rouge, they received a Foreign Office reply signed by
Douglas Hurd. "We have never given, and
will never give," it said, "support of any
kind to the Khmer Rouge." This was entirely false. Britain had voted in the United
Nations for Pol Pot's defunct regime to occupy Cambodia's seat; and Britain had repeatedly voted with the Khmer Rouge in the
agencies of the UN. Another Foreign Office
letter stated that the government "does not
give military aid in any form to the Cambodian factions". This, too, was entirely false.
When, on 25 June 1991, the government
was forced to admit in parliament that the
SAS had been secretly training these same
factions, which belonged to a coalition
dominated by the Khmer Rouge, no one
apologised for "misleading" parliament, let
alone the public. Instead, the mendacity was
covered with a semantic syrup worthy of a
ministry of propaganda whose methods Dr
Goebbels admired and probably emulated.
The same technique is currently being
employed in the defence of British government complicity in the genocide in East
Timor. The Foreign Office says that "hundreds" of letters have been received following the showing on ITV of the film Death of
a Nation: the Timor Conspiracy, made by
David Munro and myself. In fact, "thousands" is probably true if the number of
replies sent out by the Foreign Office and
forwarded to us by viewers is any indication. In these official letters, the meaning of
language is, as Orwell wrote, "subdued to
the point of death".
Take, for example, the word "massacre".
According to G W Hewitt, who until recently was head of the South East Asia
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Department, the murder of scores of people
in Dili, the East Timorese capital, in November 1991, was merely an "incident".
This is the same description used by the
Jakarta regime and promoted by the American public relations giant Burson Marsteller,
which the regime hired following the massacre in the Santa Cruz cemetery on 12 November 1991. According to the Far Eastern
Economic Review, the Burson Marsteller
contract is worth $5 million and signals "a
change from a passive posture [on East
Timor] to a more forceful, sophisticated
approach".
Not that the Foreign Office has anything
to learn from American PR men. In his letter, G W Hewitt referred dismissively to
eyewitnesses to the massacre and wrote that
the testimony of those who appeared in my
film, at great personal risk, and later before
the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva, "have been contradicted by one of
East Timor's most prominent Catholic
priests . . ."
What Hewitt omitted to say, and the uninformed reader could not know, was that
the "prominent Catholic priest" was not
even an East Timorese, but an Indonesian,
Marcus Wanandi, who was assigned to "assist" Bishop Carlos Belo, the outspoken
East Timorese critic of the regime. Wanandi
and his family are as close to the Suharto
family as it is possible to be. One brother is
in partnership with Suharto's daughter in
"tourist development" in East Timor; the
other ran the "strategic institute" in Jakarta
that planned the invasion of East Timor in
1975. I have written to Hewitt asking him to
explain this omission, but as yet have received no reply. He is said to have been
posted to Croatia.
Most of the Foreign Office's replies on
East Timor are drafted by the Indonesia
"desk", and signed by junior officials and
occasionally by ministers or by Hurd himself, if an MP has written on behalf of a
constituent. The chumminess of ministerial
replies to MPs - "Dear Bill . . . I'm grateful
for your interest in this matter, Yours,
Alastair" - belies the fact that everybody
gets virtually the same letter, or a version of
the same letter. MPs are, unlike most of the
public, aware of this game.
In the majority of the current Foreign Office replies on East Timor, the third paragraph begins with this Orwellian gem: "It
would be a mistake to confuse past history
with today's realities." The "past history" is
the brutal death of at least a third of the East
Timorese population in a foreign occupation
that the British government, along with the
rest of the United Nations, condemned as
illegal. "Today's realities" include, no doubt,
the fact that the illegal occupier of East
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Timor gets most of its arms from the British
government.
Here, from the FO's replies, are a selection of other "realities":
FO: "It is wrong to suggest that the
widespread abuses of human rights persist
in East Timor . . ."
FACT: "The perpetrators of human
rights violations [in East Timor], enjoy virtual immunity . . . torture is practised routinely." (Report to the UN Human Rights
Commission) "In East Timor, detention,
torture, ill-treatment of political opponents,
political killings and 'disappearances', longterm political imprisonment after unfair
trials, and the intimidation of human rights
workers [have] continued unabated. " (Amnesty International)
FO: "The military commanders accused
of excesses at Dili were put on trial."
FACT: Following the Dili massacre, ten
low-ranking officers were given a few
months' detention, including one who served
his "sentence" on holiday in Bali. Immediately after the massacre, Indonesia's top
military commander, General Try Sutrisno,
boasted that: "If people make trouble for us,
they will be shot and we will shoot them."
He has since been elevated to vice-president
of Indonesia and is a possible successor to
Suharto. In contrast, eight Timorese who
survived the massacre were given sentences
ranging from five years to life for the crime
of taking part in a peaceful demonstration.
FO: "We are encouraging Indonesia to
live up to its human rights obligations."
FACT: There is not the slightest evidence to support this, but a great deal to
support the opposite. In June last year,
Foreign Office officials deliberately misled
critics of Indonesia into believing that the
government was pushing for International
Red Cross access to political prisoners in
East Timor. A "restricted access" telex from
the British Embassy in Jakarta advised the
opposite: that "pressure from outside would
contribute little".
Six days after this was received, a Foreign
Office minister, Alastair Goodlad, wrote to
Labour MP Greg Pope saying that the embassy was "currently pressing the Indonesians to allow resumed ICRC access to
Xanana Gusmão" and other political prisoners. A later version of the same letter, repeated the same deception. An internal Foreign Office memo attached to both the telex
and the second letter read: "The letter is for
stonewalling."
FO: "There is no evidence to support allegations that Hawk aircraft . . . are being
used for repressive purposes against the
people of East Timor."
FACT: Jose Gusmão, a Timorese now
exiled in Australia, stated: "I watched a
Hawk attack on a village in the mountains. It

used its guns and dropped incendiary
bombs. The Hawk is quite different from
the US planes; it has a particular nose. You
can tell it anywhere."
Jose Amorin, now exiled in Holland,
stated: "The Hawks have a terrible sound
when they are coming in to bomb. Four of
my cousins were killed in Hawk attacks near
Los Palos. Most people in East Timor
know about the British Hawks."
Jose Amorin came to London in November 1993 and presented his evidence to a
senior official at the Foreign Office. "He
could give me no categorical assurance that
the Hawks were not being used in East
Timor," he said.
FO: "The Hawks that Indonesia has are
two-seater trainers."
FACT: British Aerospace's own literature, used for promotion in Indonesia, says
the Hawks have been "designed from the
outset with a significant ground attack capability". Jakarta's weapons chief, B J Habibie
says the Hawks "will be used not only to
train pilots, but for ground attack".
The independent Centre for Defense Information in Washington describes the
Hawk as "ideal counter-insurgency aircraft,
designed to be used against guerrillas who
come from among civilian populations and
have no adequate means of response against
air attack."
FO: "HMG . . . has an assurance from
the Indonesian government that [the Hawks]
will not be used against civilians. We have
no reason to doubt these."
FACT: There is every reason to doubt
them. There is Amnesty's assessment that
few other regimes "are so casual about mass
murder". And the last British minister to
negotiate a major Hawks deal with Jakarta,
Alan Clark, has said that such an assurance
"is worthless from any government".
FO: "The government would not license
for export any defence equipment likely to
be used for internal repression."
FACT: In response to a letter from Alex
Palmer asking if the government "has ever
approved any form of British military
equipment.. . to be situated in East Timor",
the Ministry of Defence wrote: "The siting
of equipment, once purchased, is a matter
for the purchasing country."
FO: "[The Hawks] were delivered in the
early to mid-1980: too late to have been
used in the bombing raids that followed the
1975 invasion."
FACT: The Hawks went almost straight
into service in East Timor. The first were
sighted at the air force base at Baucau in
1984 by Jose Amorin. During the 1980s,
they have been used in the Matebian mountains. Last year, another eyewitness, Konis
Santana, the resistance leader, said: "The
British-made Hawks have been used against
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the population, often bombing on a daily
basis."
FO: "Under the UN Charter, all Sovereign States have the right to their own selfdefence. So there is nothing wrong with
selling arms to friendly countries to allow
them to defend themselves. Indonesia is no
exception."
FACT: Letters from persistent members
of the public asking the Foreign Office to
name those countries that in any way
threaten the security of Indonesia have gone
unanswered.
One writer has inquired how 700,000
East Timorese can threaten the fourth largest nation on earth. Again, this has not been
answered.
Perhaps the most shameful Foreign Office behaviour on East Timor has been its
endeavours to devalue the suffering of the
East Timorese people. When Labour foreign
secretary David Owen approved the first
sale of Hawks to Suharto in 1978, the Foreign Office sought to justify this with Jakarta's propaganda that the estimates of the
killings were "exaggerated" and that "the
most reliable estimates [are] at around
10,000... " In a letter signed by Owen, it
was claimed that "the scale of fighting since
[the invasion] has been greatly reduced".
The opposite was true. In 1978, the
genocide was reaching its height. Moreover,
western military equipment - then mainly
American - was the principal instrument of
terror that served an Indonesian military
campaign called "Encirclement and Annihilation". This is fully documented. "After September [1978]," wrote a priest, "the war
intensified . . . Hundreds of human beings
die daily, their bodies left as food for vultures . . . villages are being completely destroyed. " The message of many Foreign
Office replies is that "no one really knows
the truth" about the death toll because some
estimates "are sometimes so dramatically
different" from the British government's that
they "cannot help but suspect them to be
exaggerated".
This devotion to historical accuracy was
demonstrated by a Foreign Office official
who, when asked about a death toll of
200,000 people, said: "Yes, but it didn't
happen in one year. "
Last month, a Foreign Office letter contained this magnificent understatement: "We
do, of course, recognise the shortfalls in
Indonesia's human rights record." Five days
later, the scale of this "shortfall" was admitted in a reply that demolished the "no one
knows the truth" line. "Comparison of the
last Portuguese and first Indonesian censuses . . ." said a Foreign Office reply, "suggests a minimum figure of over 100,000
deaths." Note the use of "minimum".

The Foreign Office really should have
waited for the official word from Indonesia.
Two weeks ago, the puppet governor of
East Timor, Abilio Soares, a high official
installed by the regime who takes his orders
from Jakarta, was asked by an Australian
reporter if it was true that a third of the
population had died under Indonesian rule.
He replied: "I think it is true. Maybe around
200,000 have died in East Timor since
1975."
In 1992, a spokesman for the East
Timorese independence movement described
Britain as "the single worst obstructionist of
any industrialised country" in promoting
international action on East Timor. This has
a long history, beginning with British silence
as Suharto and his generals murdered hundreds of thousands of Indonesians in their
bid for power in the mid-1960s - a precursor
for the genocide in East Timor.
As leaked diplomatic cables show, the
Foreign Office knew, in advance, of Jakarta's
plans to invade the Portuguese territory.
The British embassy in Jakarta cabled
Whitehall: "We should keep our heads down
and avoid siding against the Indonesians."
When two Australian television crews,
including two Britons, were murdered by
the Indonesian army in October 1975, the
British government made no public protest;
and the Foreign Office misled journalists
into believing that the families of the dead
Britons did not wish to be disturbed by the
media. None of the families heard a word
from the Foreign Office, and several relatives were anxious to speak publicly about
the murders.
Maureen Tolfree, the sister of murdered
cameraman Brian Peters, told me recently:
"It was as if Brian did not exist." When she
flew to Jakarta, in an attempt to recover her
brother's remains, she was called to a room
at Jakarta airport and telephoned by an
official of the British or Australian Embassy
- she could not distinguish which - and told
that it would be unwise for her to remain in
Indonesia. "But I distinctly remember the
warning," she said. When the TV crews
were murdered, they had discovered that the
Indonesians had secretly invaded East
Timor almost two months before the fullscale invasion: the British government knew
of this. In 1877, when the Times published
a report headlined "Indonesia Accused of
Mass Murder in East Timor", the journalist
responsible was called to the Foreign Office
and asked to explain his "interest" in the
issue.
None of this ought to be surprising. The
appeasement of dictatorships that has characterised the Foreign Office since Chamberlain's foreign secretary, Lord Halifax appeased the Nazis, is matched by its legendary incompetence. It failed to predict Suez.

Page 65

It ignored warning signs over the Falklands.
For all its fabled Arabists, it was caught out
on the Gulf war. As the Scott inquiry has
shown, the FO was the "lead department" in
overseeing British policy on Iraq. Its greatest achievement will be the handing over of
Hong Kong.
All of this costs the taxpayer 1.36 billion
a year (1993 figure). If the primary function
of the Foreign Office is "trade", as is often
claimed, it would surely be more efficient,
and less dangerous, as an extended commercial section of the Department of Trade and
Industry. That would not, of course, satisfy
the pretensions that decorate what Douglas
Hurd calls Britain's "world role".
Many of the Foreign Office's replies express an "understanding" of the public's
"concerns" that have been "aroused". This
especially angers letter-writers. The reason
is simple. The thousands of people who
write to the government, and who comprise
that unbowed moral force called "public
opinion", live in a different world. Many are
deeply concerned about the right of human
beings to life, and to self-determination. And
they see through the hypocrisy that supports Indonesia's "right" to "defend itself’
with British- supplied weapons, while Bosnia is denied that right. They also see both
the faces of a Foreign Secretary who can
urge Europe to "cut aid to countries that
violate human rights", then shortly afterwards fly to Jakarta to offer the regime aid
of 81 million in the wake of the massacre at
Santa Cruz cemetery.
The public does not deserve the sophistry of an elitist group that fawns over the
mass murderer Suharto and his gang, just as
Lord Halifax fawned over Hitler and found
him "very sincere".
Indeed, those Foreign Office officials
who put their names to the assembly-line of
weasel words might compare the nature of
their work and its alleged "public service"
with that of one of their former colleagues,
Sarah Tisdall, who honourably asked everything rather than deny the public the truth
about the introduction of Cruise missiles to
Britain.
Perhaps some of them have seen
Schindler's List. If they have, they might
reflect on its contrast with the document
that forms part of the montage that illustrates the previous pages. It was compiled
by East Timorese priests in meticulous,
handwritten Portuguese. It lists the names,
ages and method of murder of 287 people
from one East Timorese village, Kraras. It
includes the names of whole families. It
includes the names of babies as young as
three months. In the last column, it identifies the Indonesian battalion responsible. It
is irrefutable evidence of genocide, in which
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the British government, by its active support for the perpetrators, is complicit.
Neither can it be dismissed as a "shortfall
in Indonesia's human rights record". Nor can
it even be described as a "human rights violation". It is a crime against humanity, for
which, fortunately, a Foreign Office euphemism has yet to be found.

TIMORESE PROTESTOR
DETAINED
Publico, 26 April 1994. Translated from
Portuguese
The Indonesian secret police has detained
one of the youths who protested in favour
of East Timor's independence in front of a
Dili hotel, 11 days ago. The youth, named
Lucas Santos, was still detained some days
later.
To cries of "Viva Timor-Leste" and "Viva
Xanana", young Timorese had held a protest
on the 14th of this month near the hotel
where foreign journalists, invited by the
Indonesian authorities, were staying. The
protesters, few in number, defied the strong
security in force in Dili, but dispersed after
a few minutes, shortly before military and
police personnel arrived at the scene.

NEW SOLIDARITY GROUP IN
GENEVA
A new solidarity group, Urgence Pour
l'Independance du Timor (Urgency For East
Timor's Independence) was recently created
in Geneva. Their address is:
10 Boulevard des Promenades
1227 Carouge, Switzerland
Contact: Pascal Herren, tel. +41-22-77909-05.
Here is a translation of their appeal to a
demonstration in Geneva on 6 May:
Three months ago, on February 4th,
1994, a group of friends created an association to support East Timor in Geneva. The
association URGENCY FOR EAST
TIMOR's INDEPENDENCE (UPIT) was
born.
This initiative was taken following a visit
to East Timor, last year, by one of its members. He came back shocked by the gap
between, on the one hand, the sufferings
endured by the people of East Timor to get
its independence and, on the other hand, the
indifference, not to say the contempt of
which this people is the subject in our
Western countries. It is for example indecent
to know that the media remain extremely
discreet on the most important post-war
genocide (1/3 of the population).
It is against this redoubtable indifference
of the media, generating the ignorance of
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public opinion, that those concerned by the
drama of East Timor have to fight.
In this perspective, UPIT, in collaboration with Mr Jose Ramos Horta, Representative of East Timor, organises on Friday
May 6th a big demonstration for the defence
of the East Timorese people, in Geneva. It
will be Place des Nations from 13.30.
This date wasn't chosen at random. Indeed, the same day, at the same place, a
negociation on East Timor will take place
between the Indonesian and Portuguese
foreign ministers in the Palais des Nations.
We have thence an opportunity to gather
the media and public opinion to influence
diplomacy directly.
Concerning media coverage, we can already count on RTPI (Portuguese television) and TSR (Television Suisse Romande),
as well as a good part of the Swiss press
and, also, the support of several local radios.
On the other hand, our gathering will be
studded with interventions of various personalities, including Swiss parliamentarians
like Mr Jean Ziegler, as well as various
NGOs (Amnesty International, ACAT, the
Bruno Manser funds...)
About 17.30, a press conference will take
place in the Palace of Nations (UN) about
East Timor and its future. Mr Ramos Horta
will be present, as well as several personalities, to give information which will be capital for the solution of the East Timor issue.
This 6th of May will be an opportunity
for East Timor not to be missed.

INDONESIA SEEKS
PROGRESS OVER TIMOR
UPI, April 30, 1994. Abridged.
JAKARTA -- Foreign Minister Ali
Alatas expressed hope Saturday the next
week's U.N.-brokered talks with Portugal
could lead to a solution of the East Timor
dispute.
Alatas told a news conference the fourth
round of tripartite talks would be held in
Geneva May 6 in a bid to solve the future of
the former Portuguese colony of East
Timor.
He said that Jakarta had taken steps to
build confidence between the two governments, "but there has been no movement
made by the (Portuguese) side."
During the third round of U.N.-brokered
talks, the two countries reached some
agreements, including increased access for
humanitarian groups and journalists to East
Timor....
"Portugal never talks about things that
(are) negative about her," he said. "She will
never talk about how she abandoned East
Timor, she only talks about Indonesian
annexation."

INDONESIA SAYS STILL FAR
TO GO ON TIMOR
SETTLEMENT
Reuters, April 30, 1994. Slightly abridged.
JAKARTA, April 30 (Reuter) - Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said on
Saturday there is still a long way to go before a settlement with Portugal over its former colony of East Timor can be reached.
Alatas told reporters he would meet Portuguese Foreign Minister Jose Manuel
Durão Barroso in Geneva on May 6 under
the auspices of U.N. Secretary General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali.
"There is still far to go before a settlement. The Geneva meeting is to continue the
dialogue but we don't want this process
drawn out," he said after meeting President
Suharto....
Alatas, who will be meeting his Portuguese counterpart for a fourth round of
talks, said Indonesia had introduced several
measures in the past to help build confidence.
He said the measures included allowing
several visits, including some by foreign
journalists, to East Timor, which is 2,000
km (1,250 miles) east of Jakarta.
Alatas said Indonesia would allow a representative of the U.S.-based Asia Watch
human rights group to come to Indonesia
and added that it planned to open a dialogue
with London-based Amnesty International
to enhance understanding of Jakarta's position.
Both organisations have been outspoken
on human rights abuses in East Timor, as
well as elsewhere in Indonesia.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR,
IRISH TIMES, 2ND MAY 1994.
Sir,
The recent meeting of officials from the
Department of Foreign Affairs with the
Australian Ambassador to Ireland, Mr. T.P.
McCarthy, on the issue of East Timor must
be welcomed. It illustrates a degree of commitment from Minister Dick Spring to seek
an end to Indonesia's oppressive occupation
of East Timor and its brutal disregard for
human rights. But is he being forceful
enough?
His officials have asked the Australian
government to encourage Indonesia "to
achieve an improvement in that country's
record with East Timor", an inadequate
request, given the Australian's governments
own role. Mr Spring's representatives, it
seems, have failed to address the key issues
as far as Australian responsibility is concerned. They have not questioned Australia's recognition of the occupation of East
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Timor, despite ten UN resolutions declaring
it's illegality. They have not protested
against Australia's unlicensed exploitation of
East Timor's oilfields. Moreover, they have
not requested an embargo on Australian
military aid to Indonesia.
Minister Spring must not be satisfied
with the Australian government's expressed
commitment to raise cases of human rights
abuse at meeting with Indonesian officials.
The assurance means little while Australia
hypocritically continues to support the
Indonesian dictatorship in carrying out the
same atrocities.
Yours
Joe Humphreys
Mount Merrion, Co. Dublin.
Letters to the Editor Irish Times
May 12, 1994
Sir,
Joe Humphries (May 2nd) did well to
urge our Minister for Foreign Affairs to
harry the Australian Government until it
repudiates its approval, motivated by greed,
of Indonesia's occupation of and genocide in
East Timor.
In winter 1941 East Timor was approached from four directions, from imperial
Japan, determined, having temporarily crippled the US Pacific fleet, to implement
plans to annex all South-east Asia, by a
Portuguese patrol vessel sent, (mercifully
too late: she was recalled when news of a
double invasion came. Her captain I came
later to know, who has written a tense account of his voyage) to provide symbolic
defence for territory controlled by neutral
Portugal; by Alain Gerbault, the greatest
lone ocean voyager in maritime history,
whose hiberophile relations in his native
Laval are old friends; and by Australian
commandos who seized East Timor in late
December and were overwhelmed by the
Japanese in February 1942.
The East Timorese were at least let live
by Portugal. Japan annexed them without
their consent; Australia first landed in their
territory without asking, then sanctioned an
Indonesian invasion and subsequent genocide eclipsing events in Afghanistan, Kuwait
or Yugoslavia. Gerbault, whose Evangile du
Soliel is a literary monument to his long
Championship of the Polynesians against
colonial oppression, would, if he could, rise
from his grave to denounce the oppressors
of the people who welcomed him, already
dying, on his arrival and tended him till he
died on December 16th, 1941, the day before the Australians appeared.
Yours etc.
Dr. John De Courcy Ireland
Grosvenor Terrace
Dublin

XANANA ASKS FOR
PROTECTION
Publico, 21 April 1994. Translated from
Portuguese
(Lisbon) "I am being threatened", Xanana
denounces in a message that arrived yesterday in Darwin. Ramos Horta describes it as
psychological warfare. The UN and Portuguese diplomacy have been advised. News
of the complaint from Timor's most famous
prisoner arrives at the same time as documents from the guerrilla reach the outside,
describing the conditions in which the people in a Timorese municipality are living.
The charismatic resistance leader, Xanana
Gusmão, has made an urgent request for
protection to humanitarian organisations. He
is being threatened by a group of prisoners
in the same block of the Indonesian prison,
in which he is serving a 20 year sentence.
The message arrived yesterday in Darwin,
Australia, with a request that the CNRM
representative, Jose Ramos Horta, make the
complaint public.
During a meeting yesterday in New York
with the Under-Secretary General for Asia
and the Pacific, Katani, Ramos Horta urged
the UN to intervene immediately. He also
relayed Xanana's request to the Portuguese
mission at the UN.
"I ask humanitarian organisations for
their protection by helping to get me transferred to another block. From morning until
late at night, I have to put up with provocations and insults, both personal and political", states Xanana in a letter dated 11
April. The CNRM representative accused
the Indonesian authorities of mounting a
conspiracy between prison guards and a
group of common criminals to wage psychological warfare on the Timorese prisoner. He
said that the threats began soon after
Xanana wrote to the LBH (an Indonesian
legal organisation) asking for a review of his
case.
Forced Labour
Every day, the people of Same, a municipality on East Timor's south coast, are
subjected to harassment, arrest and torture
by the Indonesian military. The situation
has been described by the Timorese Resistance in seven reports sent out of Timor,
which the Lusa news agency has seen. Four
reports were dated 23 July 1993 and three
dated 20 January of this year.
The inhabitants of Same are forced to
work for the State. This prevents them from
cultivating their own plots, which has resulted in generalised lack of food and hunger.
According to one of the reports dated July
93, which refers to the area's "socioeconomic situation", "each person may only
produce 20 to 30 bales, which is not enough
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to sustain a family, buy clothes, and pay
their children's school fees". The same
document reports that, at that time, the
inhabitants of Same were mobilised twice a
week for road construction work and other
forced labour".
According to the report, the situation
there is aggravated by the looting and pillaging carried out by the Indonesian soldiers.
The people live in "re-grouping" camps,
in which "moving around from one place to
another, and holding a conversation with one
or more other people in the street, on the
road, in the markets, or anywhere else is
forbidden". Non-compliance with these
regulations risks "being taken immediately
to the Command post for torture".
Although there are two hospitals in the
district, due to lack of money, not even
basic health care is available to the people.
As a result, death from malaria, diarrhea,
dysentery, and "stomach disorders" is not
uncommon.
Another report is about spies, and says
that the Indonesian army is aided by informers, usually Timorese, and goes on to
reveal the identity of 13 such agents operating in the town of Same in July 1993. These
informers "keep watch on all the activities
throughout the district by using their own
agents, located in the different "sucos"
(smaller administrative divisions) and in the
"concentration camps" (name given to the
regrouping camps)".
In another document, the Resistance reveals that in the wake of Xanana Gusmão’s
arrest on 20 November 1992, 56 people
were arrested and were subjected to various
kinds of torture.

FRETILIN PUTS IDEOLOGY
ON ICE
Publico, 17 April 1994. By J. T. Negreiros.
Translated from Portuguese
(Lisbon) Yesterday in Lisbon, Jose Luis
Guterres, the elected leader of Fretilin's
Delegation Abroad, said that "the ideological
debate will be left to the future parliament
of independent East Timor". The same plenary session which elected Guterres - a
Timorese who has studied Marketing in
London - decided that Fretilin's principle
goal is to achieve unity around the struggle
for a referendum in East Timor.
The peace plan, drawn up by the
CNRM's special representative, could well
be the document which cements that concerted effort to achieve the referendum.
Reading a message yesterday at the closing
session of the Fretilin meeting, the author of
the plan, Ramos Horta, gave to understand
that UDT and Fretilin itself would adhere to
his proposal.
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The Horta plan was debated in Lourinha,
where the Fretilin delegates met during the
whole of last week. At the closing session
yesterday, Guterres was the first to admit
that comments been made on Ramos Horta's
proposal, but he did not specify their content. However, it is known that Fretilin has
reservations about the "autonomy" phase,
which is part of the plan, because Jakarta
could put this phase to its own advantage.
UDT would like to see the Portuguese flag
hoisted in East Timor until a referendum is
held, instead of the UN flag, the option
supported by Horta.
Whether these differences can be put
aside in favour of a single plan will largely
depend on the success of the unity strategy
adopted by the plenary session. Another
effort to achieve cohesion is the "convention
of Timorese patriots living abroad", which
was suggested by the delegates meeting in
Portugal.
These ideas were included in the final
communiqué of the plenary session, read
out yesterday under a picture of Nicolau
Lobato, the Fretilin Chairman killed in combat, and another of Xanana Gusmão. Before
the final communiqué was read, two resolutions opposing it were read out.
Relieved of the responsibility of having
to expel Abilio Araújo, (he was expelled by
the decision of Fretilin's Directive Committee, expressed in the message of Konis
Santana to the plenary), the delegates
passed a motion to relieve Guilhermina
Araújo, Abilio's wife, of all executive functions in the party. The other resolution
praised "the unequaled courage" of Mnsgr.
Ximenes Belo, and recognised the decisive
support given by the local Church to the
long-suffering people of East Timor.

AI: 100 LETTERS FOR
SUHARTO
Publico, 12 April 1994. Translated from
Portuguese
(Lisbon) Amnesty International's Portuguese Section is organising a letter- writing
campaign, in which Portuguese celebrities
will send 100 letters to President Suharto
during the 100 days between 12 November
1994 and 19 February 1995. The letters will
refer to "the violations committed by the
Indonesian security forces and military, and
urging respect for the human rights of the
Timorese people".
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SONG DEDICATED TO EAST
TIMOR
Jornal de Noticias, 9 April 1994. Translated
from Portuguese Summary
(Lisbon) The newly-released album by
the Portuguese rock group "Quinta do Bill"
includes a song dedicated to the people of
East Timor.
The album, entitled "Os Filhos da Nacao"
(sons of the nation), is the group's first under the Polygram label. The song for the
people of East Timor is called "Who are you
dying for Maubere?", was composed by
Joao Portela, a journalist for the Portuguese
daily "A Capital".
This is the third Portuguese rock song to
have emerged recently with an East Timor
theme.

AUSTRALIAN SONGS, TOO
From Steve Gill, Australia
The Australian Ambient/Rock band "Not
Drowning, Waving" released "Mr Suharto
Man" on their album "Another Pond".
"Mr Suharto man - looks out to the
Timor Sea - smiles on his gun and says - this
is mine. And all of the neighbouring lands they think Mr Suharto's grand - they give
him a smile and say - _it_is_yours_."
(That's from memory - excuse any errors.)
On "Tabaran", recorded in Rabaul, Papua
New Guinea in '88, their song "Blackwater"
includes:
"Angwi's fled his mountain home, the
soldiers, as they burnt his village down, near
the border line.
He's left the card games by the valley
fire, the stories that his uncle told, the stories old, the spirits past.
He's seen the land taken away and given
to the Java men, they've flown them in from
distant lands.
Angwi fears for his people's songs, the
nights they danced the valley strong, the
hunting grounds, steep mountain side."
Tabaran is released (in Australia) by
WEA (Warner Communications)
903172999.2.
Another Pond probably is too.

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH/ASIA
ACCESS
Note from Sidney Jones, Human Rights
Watch/Asia, May 5, 1994
Minister of Foreign Affairs Ali Alatas
said last week that he was inviting representatives of Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch/Asia to visit East Timor.
It is true that the Indonesian government has
taken me off the blacklist, but I have explic-

itly been prohibited from visiting either East
Timor or, as of May 3, Medan.

CALL FOR XANANA'S
RELEASE ON EVE OF TALKS
Press Release from British Coalition for
East Timor, MAY 5, 1994
As the fourth round of IndonesiaPortugal talks on East Timor begins, under
United Nations auspices, in Geneva, the
British Coalition for East Timor calls on the
government of Indonesia to take more substantial and convincing measures towards a
solution, including the release of resistance
leader Xanana Gusmão and his inclusion in
future talks, and assuring the safety and
well-being of Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo
of East Timor.
The last round, in September 1993, resulted in Indonesia and Portugal agreeing to
undertake "confidence building measures."
The Indonesian government has complained
that Portugal has taken no such measures,
while Indonesia has. The reality behind
Indonesia's cynical efforts is quite different.
A few tightly-controlled visits of foreign
observers and journalists have been allowed,
but all foreign visitors have complained of
constant surveillance and extreme restrictions on their movements. Yet even under
such conditions, they have invariably reported that the East Timorese live in a state
of fear and that human rights violations
continue to be severe.
Each visit of foreign observers has been
preceded by a wave of arrests, and more
arrests have followed when East Timorese
tried to make the real conditions in the country known to outsiders. There are numerous
documented cases of torture, rape, arbitrary
arrest and murder.
Bishop Belo, head of the East Timorese
Catholic Church, recently told Polish journalist Wojciech Sadurski that there had been
two assassination attempts made against
him. He also reported continuous personal
harassment by the military, and confirmed
reports that survivors of the November 12
Santa Cruz massacre had been killed in hospital. "Here we have no justice, we live under a military dictatorship. [We need] a
referendum, unless we ask the people we
will never solve the problem."
Xanana Gusmão, leader of the Timorese
resistance, continues to be held in Cipinang
Prison in Jakarta. He has been unable to
obtain representation by the lawyers of his
choice from the Jakarta-based Legal Aid
Institute. Now he reports that "I am being
threatened ... I ask humanitarian organisations for their protection."
If this is what Indonesia considers to be
"confidence building", is it not surprising
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there has been little progress in the talks so
far.
The British Coalition for East Timor believes that the release of Xanana Gusmão,
his participation in future talks, and genuine
protection for Bishop Belo, are the minimal
steps necessary to prove that Indonesia is
taking part in these talks in good faith.
Beyond this, we would call for the Indonesian government to respond to the Peace
Plan of the National Council of Maubere
Resistance (CNRM), which was recently
submitted to President Suharto in the
CNRM's own "confidence building" initiative. Initial steps suggested in this plan include the immediate and unconditional release of Timorese political prisoners, reduction of Indonesian military presence, expansion of the activities of the International Red
Cross, and access by specialised UN agencies such as UNICEF and WHO. These
measures would lead to a transitional stage
of local self-government, culminating finally
in a referendum on self-determination for the
territory.
Such concrete measures towards a peaceful solution in East Timor are long overdue,
and we strongly urge the United Nations to
press the Indonesian government to take at
least the minimal steps to ensure that the
upcoming talks are not an empty exercise of
words.
For more information:
Maggie Helwig, 071-274-2500
Jonathan Humphries, 071-639-4700

INDONESIA TO ALLOW EXIT
OF TWO EAST TIMORESE
UPI, 5 May 1994. Abridged
(Jakarta) Indonesia, one day prior to the
fourth round of the UN- brokered talks on
East Timor, said Thursday it will allow two
East Timorese to leave for Portugal. The
two Gabriela da Cruz Pinto and her child
were allowed to leave and join her family in
Portugal (sic, he is actually studying in the
USA).
"The government, on humanitarian reasons, had no objection to a request by Mrs
Pinto to leave," said a statement released by
the Indonesian foreign ministry. It said she
had dropped her Indonesian citizenship and
would leave the country with a passport
issued by the International Red Cross.
Jakarta accused Pinto for his involvement
in a pro- independence rally in Dili on 12
November 1991 that led to government
troops opening fire on the demonstrators.
Pinto, regarded as the mastermind of the
demonstration, was reported to have left for
Portugal shortly after the killings.

NEW ZEALAND MPS'
PETITION
AFP, 5 May 1994. Abridged
(Wellington) Just over half of New Zealand's MPs signed a petition expressing
concern at the situation in East Timor which
was Thursday presented to the Indonesian
ambassador-designate, Tengku Dahlia
Soemotang. Out of 99 MPs, 51 signed the
petition, including eleven from the ruling
National Party and 37 from the main opposition Labour Party.
Prime Minister Jim Bolger is due to visit
Indonesia later this month.
Labour MP Phil Goff said the petition
had come in the wake of increased publicity
about the abuses of human rights in East
Timor, particularly the recent televised
documentary by John Pilger. He said
200,000 people in the territory, a third of
the population, had died.
As parliamentarians and New Zealanders,
the MPs were concerned that the torture,
killings and attempts at cultural extinction
should end. Goff said the MPs were seeking
a meeting with Bolger to urge him to express
in the strongest possible terms to the Indonesian government New Zealanders' concerns about Indonesia's invasion and occupation of East Timor

BRITISH EMBASSY
ACCUSED OF MISLEADING
PEOPLE OVER TIMOR
THE IRISH CATHOLIC, APRIL 28,
1994. BY BRIDGET A. RYAN
The British Ambassador to Ireland,
David E.S. Blatherwick has been accused by
the East Timor Ireland Solidarity Campaign
(ETISC) of misleading Irish people on the
situation in East Timor and challenger to a
public debate to support his claims.
Many people throughout the country
have written to Mr. Blatherwick to express
concern regarding the role the British government has played in the illegal invasion
and occupation of East Timor by Indonesia.
Kevin McPartlan, ETISC's awareness officer said that the Ambassador's written
reply to these people, copies of which have
been sent to the campaign's office, is "riddled with falsehoods".
In a television documentary broadcast on
RTE 1 last month, the British authorities
were accused of facilitating the slaughter of
the East Timorese people by negotiating
arms deals with the Indonesian military. The
former British Defence Minister Alan Clark
M.P. admitted in the film that even at the
time of their agreement he considered Indo-

Page 69

nesian assurances that British Aerospace
Hawk aircraft would not be used against
civilians in East Timor to be "worthless".
The British Embassy in Dublin is quoting
the same assurances as evidence that human
rights abuses are not taking place in East
Timor now.
"This statement betrays either an absolute ignorance of the reality of the burden of
the suffering the people of East Timor must
bear or an equally absolute disregard of the
truth", Kevin McPartlan told the Irish
Catholic.
"I could read to them eyewitness reports
of the devastation left behind after an attack
by the British manufactured Hawk aircraft. I
could show them photographs of children
bathed in their own blood. I could roll a film
showing hundreds shot dead by Indonesian
troops. I am sure they would then concede
that widespread human rights abuses continue", Mr. McPartlan said.
In a letter to Mr. Blatherwick, the ETISC
said that they would be willing to meet with
him at any time to hold public debates on
the issues.

INDONESIA'S APPROACH : A
CHALLENGE FOR THE EAST
TIMORESE
From a pseudonymous list member "Samodoc" who must necessarily remain anonymous. May 6, 1994.
Today, 6th May 1994, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of both Indonesia and Portugal, under the auspices of the United Nations (UN) Secretary General (SG), meet in
Geneva to carry on their ConfidenceBuilding-Measure (CBM). Early predictions
lead us to believe that this meeting is
unlikely to hatch any positive outcome.
Alatas, the Indonesian foreign minister, says
the process still has long way to go.
Meanwhile, changes in political activities
both inside and outside East Timor (ET),
have been and, are taking place. This short
"insight" will focus on the latest Indonesian
political moves on ET and a possible scenario advanced by Indonesia to make it a
cease to be an issue.
The issues described and raised in the following lines are wholly the author's personal
view.
After almost 20 years of unsuccessful attempts Indonesia has made an unprecedented move in its political agenda. Unlike
in the past when the country was prepared
for a little fuss but expected the ET case to
die away, Indonesia set out to take a serious
step. Soeharto now regards all the component pro-independence forces as a major and
growing threat to Indonesia's occupation.
The move is acutely portrayed in what the
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regime terms and attempt "to seek an internationally acceptable solution for the problem of ET", before Soeharto's 'step-down'.
The phenomenon is perhaps grounded in the
considerations that:
- ET is still "a serious thorn in Indonesia's side". There are many unresolved problems such as, the UN resolutions; the massacre of 12/11/91; how to heal the E. Timorese trauma, and; more imperatively, how
to gain the hearts and minds of the ET-ese;
- the continual international pressure on
Indonesia might give a considerable negative
impact to Indonesia's international relationship as a whole. It might harm Indonesia's
credibility abroad and, on top of that, the
unresolved ET, Aceh and Irian Jaya problems perhaps gives the growing number of
anti-Soehartonists a basis to claim the instability of the whole archipelago;
- the growing support on ET inside Indonesia itself (intellectuals, NGOs, and, possibly, the population) is another threat to the
policies implemented by the current regime.
The possibility of policy changes (especially on ET) by the coming government
most importantly if Soeharto steps down
and finally;
- economic interest. There is a fear of being affected by political disorder which
would lead to a decline in Western investment and its consequences.
Indonesia's objective and Approach
In the light of the above, Indonesia's recent political move, therefore, carries a twofold objective which is to maintain the current regime's credibility both domestically
and to do so internationally.
In achieving such an objective the need to
adopt a "soft approach" in its political diplomacy is, of course, important. The approach appear to support the UN advocacy
of "only an internationally acceptable solution for the question of ET", while, in the
meantime, Indonesia plans to use any possible means to implement it according to her
own perception.
The adoption of the above "soft approach", therefore, does not reflect Indonesia's willingness to solve the problem.
Clearly, Indonesia will not guarantee its
words. Alatas threatened last year, for instance, to reject the UN-SG's "TALK's"
proposal if it opposed Indonesia's interest.
This reveals that the adoption of the
above "soft approach" is aimed at delaying
or, at least, fending off the anti-Indonesia
criticism, providing time for the Indonesian
government to carry on its political campaign, using any diplomatic means to remove the torn from its side.
In doing so, Indonesia is accusing Portugal of being rigid, conservative and inactive.
Whereas, in contrast to the efforts, Indone-
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sia is making these include its moral and
financial support of:
- the "unofficial" reconciliation talk between "expelled" Timorese exiles and prointegrationists;
- the people to people contact between
Indonesia and Portugal to promote economic
and cultural relationships;
- the establishment of the Indonesia Portugal Friendship Association and;
- the exchange visits between East
Timorese in Portugal and in East Timor.
The philosophy behind Indonesia's recent move.
In recent years, following its unsuccessful efforts Indonesia has concentrating on
digging at the roots behind the ET-se stubbornness. Academicians and their knowledgeable individuals have been paid to start
specific studies concerning the E. Timorese.
Government research sponsored through the
Indonesia central bank was carried out by
Dr Moebyarto, a Gajah Mada a respected
rural developmentalist. He suggests that
Indonesia's military (ABRI) is the cause of
the current "culture of resistance". The
ABRI had implanted a 'culture of terror'
among the E. Timorese.
Other "unidentified" studies suggest that
the culture of terror has grouped E.
Timorese into several different components
who showing the same strong resistance to
Indonesia's occupation. The studies has
helped the military to identify its domestic
'enemy' as comprising the following groups.
a) The clandestine front of CNRM (The
National Movement Liberation of East
Timor). They remain in the forefront.
b) the church;
c) the young educated ET-se;
d) the population, and finally;
e) the army wing (Falantil).
-The clandestine is the part of the leadership, 'Troika', in the struggle. It activates the
"underground' network. Indonesia military
tries to copying with it by spreading
"INTELS" (spies) in all levels of E.
Timorese social-structure.
-The Church. It plays a "humanitarian"
role, yet provides the people the moral
support and protection or to speak out their
needs.
- The educated young E. Timorese. They
are feared of being a threat to Indonesia too.
This is becoming obvious with the rising
expectations and demands for better life and
become 'bossy' in their own home-land.
While Indonesians place most of the key
positions in ET a bulk of educated young E.
Timorese remain unemployed.
- The population shared the fourth position as one of the opponents in Indonesia's
view.
- Finally the army wing (Falantil). Despite remaining not as a great threat their

existence render a considerably impact to
Indonesia's diplomatic campaign and political propaganda.
In countering all these threats the old
counter insurgency methods are selectively
implemented so as to avoid international
pressure as much as possible. Firstly, the
ABRI (the military) is deployed as the main
engine in confronting these domestic issues.
Secondly, The Indonesia's Code of Criminal
Procedure is imposed for "exceptional"
cases that might otherwise lead to International outrage. Thirdly, Indonesianization
continue through indoctrination and education finally, physical pressure (torture etc.)
is using against prisoners suspected in political activities against the government.
Since ABRI is the main power in dealing
with these domestic problems, however,
Indonesia has turned over most of its efforts
to the Foreign Affairs Department. Alatas is
assisted by Francisco Lopes da Cruz (ET-se
born and Indonesia's top collaborator) and
both have been actively promoting Indonesia's case regarding ET.
This crucial step has been taken in the
light of Indonesia's "diplomacy failure" following the 12/11/91 massacre and its aftermath. (for example, including the strong
condemnation two years ago in Geneva of
Indonesia's Human Rights record in ET). It,
then, forces Alatas to promote the soft approach arguing that the country supports
the so-called "internationally acceptable
solution for ET".
In concentrating its efforts in international fora, the current regime is preparing to
address its political message to certain political fronts. The Foreign Affairs Department identifies several of its potential "enemies" as follows.
1. The Portuguese Government (the formal administrative power).
2. The East Timorese National Liberation
Movement, Fretilin and UDT which remain
strong abroad and operates "invisibly" inside the territory.
3. The International Community (the
UN, NGOs, and pro-E.Timor countries)
4. All the pro ETimor groups inside Indonesia including the East Timorese.
How Indonesia attempting to counter
these groups ?
Portugal, the play maker in ET problem,
remain as the most threat in Indonesia's
view. However, Portugal, to Indonesia, remains vulnerable to the second point (the
ET-se). Unlike in past when Indonesia
showed its strong opposition to E.
Timorese involvement in any talks regarding
ET, a soft approach has been taken. President Soeharto has informally approved the
reconciliation talks (with the provision that
they should not touch Indonesia's control).
The objective of the talks, to Indonesia, is to
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gain more legitimacy for its soft political
approach and gradually try to kick Portugal
out of the scene, arguing that the E.
Timorese themselves have decided to choose
integration with Indonesia. Lopes da Cruz's
main objective, therefore, is to persuade the
E. Timorese exile to become fully involved
in the reconciliation talks. In short, to
PERSUADE them.
If, da Cruz succeeds in doing so then either Portugal (point 1) or the international
community (point 3) and, the domestic
"opponents" power (point 4) inside Indonesia will be left aside.
The challenge for E. Timorese living
Abroad.
The final objective of Indonesia's soft
approach is described above, perhaps suit
the reason for her stand on "an internationally acceptable solution for ET". The problem is how the East Timorese abroad can
overcome such a situation, bearing in mind
that the domestic resistance (inside ET) is
unlikely to represent the Timorese faction in
any ET talks given the Indonesia's continued
military occupation of the territory.
Happy reading.

NEW EAST TIMOR GROUP IN
BENIN
The Association Beninoise pour un
Timor-Est Independant (Benin Association
for an Independent East Timor) was created
in December 1993. Its mailing address is:
c/o Djibril S. Oumar
Maison Sidi Ganda
Djougou, Benin (West Africa)
They sent a letter to Nelson Mandela,
which is reproduced below (original: English).
To the President of the ANC
Mr President,
Kay Rala Xanana Gusmão, head of the
Timorese resistance, has been sentenced to
perpetuity solitary confinement after his
arrest by the Indonesian. This punishment
has been reduced to 20 years on 13th August [1993] by President Suharto.
Not long ago he was transferred to Java,
which was a violation of the 4th Convention
of Geneva.
Mr President, we hope that you'll follow
with interest what is occurring in that island
since December 1975. And the most striking
fact is the Santa Cruz massacre where the
Indonesian army opened fire on the crowd.
Presently the state of health of Xanana
Gusmão is dark for even the members of his
family couldn't meet him. To believe only
the International Red Cross delegate, he met
him in early September just before his transfer to the prison of Cipinang in Java.

Mr President, you are a man of peace,
above all the International Community has
just awarded you the Peace Nobel Prize for
the year 1993. It looks as if the Indonesian
State remains deaf to the recommendations
of the International Community, violating
elementary human rights. We beg you to
associate yourself (to join) our liberating
action by telling your friend Suharto and his
government to liberate unconditionally
Gusmão Xanana and the other Timorese
prisoners of common right [sic] in view of
installing total peace in the Portuguese island.
For 18 years, until now, the East
Timorese people has been reduced to 2/3 of
its [initial] population by weapons bought
from Western countries.
To end, Mr President, we are sure that
our actions will converge on the liberating
idea of the Maubere people of East Timor.
Then try to exert as much as you can international pressure for Xanana and the
other political prisoners for their immediate
release.
Receive, Mr President, our distinguished
greetings.
Le Secretaire General,
(The letter is undated.)

"WE WANT PORTUGAL AS
ACCOMPLICE OF THE
RESISTANCE"
Publico, 9 April 1994. Translated from Portuguese
Fretilin is going to ask for government
help
(Lisbon) The purpose of the plenary
meeting of Fretilin, which begins today in
Lisbon, will not just be to ratify the expulsion of Abilio Araújo and other supporters
of "reconciliation". Fretilin wants the Portuguese government's solidarity with the
Timorese cause to extend to "complicity",
and will use the occasion of the meeting to
request material and financial support from
Lisbon for resistance activities.
"Accomplice in the positive sense of the
word", stressed Mari Alkatiri, the most
prominent Fretilin leader attending the meeting in Lisbon. He went on to explain that the
Portuguese Government's complicity with
the Resistance should translate into material
and financial support, both for the struggle
within the territory and the activities of the
external front.
Alkatiri, who came from Maputo, and is
one of the group, together with Borges
Ferreira (Australia) and Jose Luis Guterres
(Mozambique), mandated to lead the restructuring of Fretilin's representation
abroad, spoke of the exhaustion of "firemen
without hoses". Only with the clear support
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of the Portuguese state can the resistance
face up to Jakarta's double diplomatic offensive, says Alkatiri, recalling that the Indonesians are using both formal diplomacy, led
by Minister Alatas, and the contacts being
made by Tutut, Suharto's daughter, who has
been appointed the chairperson of the Indonesia-Portugal Friendship Association.
Portugal's support for resistance activity
is the last item for discussion at Fretilin's
meeting. Before that, two dozen delegates
from various Australian cities, Portuguesespeaking African countries, Lisbon and
Setubal will be discussing nine other items,
ranging from the party's internal organisation to the road leading to independence.
If all goes as Mari Alkatiri expects, the
meeting will be "educational" and serve to
"clarify concepts" which have caused confusion and trouble among the militants.
The concept of self-determination, as
presented in the UN Charter, is the first
point to be discussed, so that there are no
doubts about it.
Another more complex question is the
concept of autonomy. Alkatiri does not hide
his fear of seeing the idea of autonomy being
used to legitimise Indonesian occupation. In
fact, this is his reservation about the Ramos
Horta peace plan which provides for a
phase of autonomy prior to the exercise of
self-determination. The plan elaborated by
the CNRM representative will certainly
surface when the subject of "autonomy - its
meaning and implications" is discussed.
The CNRM is also the subject of a specific agenda item, under which the relationship between Fretilin and the nonpartisan
structure, which includes both Fretilin and
the UDT, will be discussed. The formalisation of the "troika", which has responded
for the diplomatic front of the resistance,
composed of Alkatiri, Ramos Horta and
Joao Carrascalão (UDT) is expected.

THE "OTHER" FRETILIN
Publico, 9 April 1994. By J. T. Negreiros.
Translated from Portuguese
(Lisbon) Not all Timorese Fretilin militants living in Portugal will be attending the
"special plenary" meeting which starts today in Lisbon. Abilio Araújo and his group,
who since 1993 have been in open conflict
with the organisers of the meeting, will not
be attending. The origins of the confrontation, which divides Fretilin's external wing
into two factions, go further back. According to Abilio Araújo, they date back to
1989, the year in which Xanana Gusmão left
the organisation in order to eliminate partisan elements from the armed struggle, and in
which the Maubere Resistance National
Council (CNRM) was created as a structure
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designed to coordinate the resistance from a
nonpartisan perspective.
The result, according to Araújo, was the
virtual disappearance of Fretilin within the
territory, and the emergence of the CNRM
as "a real politico-partisan formation". He
refers to an unsuccessful attempt to revive
Fretilin and another attempt, this time successful, to occupy the vacuum left by its
absence in the territory.
In 1990, the guerrillas Xanana, Ma'Hodu
and Ma'Huno "proclaimed themselves" the
Fretilin Directive Commission, "without
consulting anyone". Today, they are all in
the hands of the Indonesians: Ma'Hodu,
after surrendering in unexplained circumstances, Ma'Huno captured after succeeding
Xanana at the head of the armed resistance.
This version is contested by Araujo's adversaries, who continue to abide by the decisions of the Directive Commission, now led
by Konis Santana and Lo Olo, the current
leaders of the armed struggle.
Without the central committee, which the
external delegation formally represented
outside the territory, and with the directive
commission decimated, Fretilin would be in
an increasingly exposed position within the
territory, says Araújo. It was to fill that
vacuum that, in 1990, the Timorese Socialist
Association (AST) emerged. It is a "Fretilin
organisation", whose connection with Abilio
Araújo was made evident by its receptiveness to the "London reconciliation meeting"
which, inspired by Araújo himself, gathered
Timorese exiles and others living within the
territory, integrated in the Indonesian
administrative apparatus, around the same
table.
The London meeting was the last straw
in the animosities which had been accumulating since the late 80s between the two
factions. The accusations of treachery soon
led to Abilio Araujo's expulsion from the
party.
Araújo does not accept his expulsion.
Because he was elected by congress - the
last held by Fretilin in 1984 - he argues that
only congress can expel him, and challenges
the group opposing him: he would stand
down at a congress, which he would like to
see held on 20 May, the date on which Fretilin was founded, as long as the leaders
expelling him also abdicate the posts they
now occupy. His idea is, therefore, to start
from scratch, not only with regard to the
election of leadership, but also in terms of
defining party strategy and structure.
The Fretilin which Abilio Araújo would
like to see redesigned at a future congress is
quite different to the party which has existed since 1975. Araújo is in favour of a
"front of organisations, less like Frelimo and
more along the lines of the OLP" - the creation of the AST is already a step in that
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direction - and he proposes a full revision of
the party's message.
For him, the "Fatherland or Death" type
of slogan, thought up in 1974-75, and still in
use today, are part of a "message in the
grips of collective suicide". The fact that
this "radical" message has lasted, says
Araújo, shows that the Fretilin faction he is
struggling against "has lost touch with the
real situation inside Timor", a reality marked
by the physical and cultural destruction of
the G+kKWkAJople, by slaughter, transmigration, and generalised imposition of Indonesian Bahahasi
Given this scenario, Abilio Araújo wants
Fretilin to adopt a new direction that responds to the specific threats to the people
of Timor. It is this new direction which he
intends to propose at the 20 May congress,
at which, he says, all Fretilin militants, including those who criticise him "will be
welcome". Mari Alkatiri, the leader of the
opposing faction, has already said he is not
going: "Abilio Araújo does not have the
authority to convoke an congress".

SANTANA AGAINST ARAÚJO
Publico, 9 April 1994. Translated from Portuguese
(Lisbon) The message sent by the current
commander of the armed struggle in East
Timor, Konis Santana, to Fretilin's plenary
meeting, in which he asks that Abilio Araújo
to be officially expelled from the party, is
clear evidence of the importance attached to
the "dissidence" expressed by Araujo's
sponsorship of the "reconciliation" process.
"The directive commission of Fretilin believes that Mr. Abilio Araújo has distanced
himself from Fretilin, betraying our organisation's struggle, and it therefore resolves to
expel him", reads the message from Konis
Santana, recorded in March and made public
yesterday by Radio Nova.
In the same message, the head of the
armed struggle criticises Fretilin's "veteranism", appeals to the external delegation to
"shake off the nightmare of the recent past,
to be more dynamic, and to act with more
initiative". He is in favour of the elections
for leaders abroad, and recalls that the command of the Resistance is in the hands of the
CNRM.

INDONESIA CONSENTS TO
RAPPORTEUR VISIT TO
TIMOR
Jornal de Noticias, 8 April 1994. Translated
from Portuguese
(Lisbon) The Dutch Foreign Minister
(FM) announced yesterday that Indonesia is
going to invite the UN Special Rapporteur

on arbitrary, summary and extra-judicial
executions to visit East Timor to investigate
the Santa Cruz massacre.
Speaking to a press conference in Jakarta
at the end of a visit to Indonesia, Pieter
Kooijmans said he had been assured by the
Indonesian FM, Ali Alatas, that the invitation to the Rapporteur would soon be made.
Thus, the Jakarta regime seeks to satisfy
one of the commitments it made in early
March, at the UN Human Rights Commission, when it subscribed to a consensus
declaration on the question of Timor.
The Rapporteur's investigations will focus mainly on the fate of the people who
have been missing since the massacre perpetrated by Indonesian military on 12 November 1991.
According to the official Indonesian enquiry, the massacre caused the death of 50
Timorese, and the disappearance of 90.
Later, the Indonesian army lowered the
number of missing to 60.
These numbers have been challenged by
independent organisations and by the
Timorese resistance, who claim the total
numbers of those killed and missing are
significantly higher.
In mid-March this year, George Aditjondro, a highly respected Indonesian university professor, who was in the past distinguished by President Suharto, released a
report which also contradicts the official
version, and puts the death toll to 271, and
the number of missing at 200.
At the press conference, the Dutch FM
said that Indonesia is improving its human
rights record. This was contested by local
activists who accuse the Dutch Government
of closing its eyes to various kinds of
abuses.
"I am convinced that Indonesian society
is becoming increasingly open. Things can
be discussed more freely", said Kooijmans.
Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers also went
to Jakarta, but had to return earlier on account of his parliamentary work.
The leader of Dutch diplomacy described
the human rights situation in Indonesia as
promising, in spite of there still being some
gaps.
In response to journalists, he said he had
discussed this with the local human rights
commission, and with his counterpart Ali
Alatas.
The lawyer and human rights activist
Haji Princen, who also met the Dutch FM,
expressed his scepticism at the time : "But
what can we achieve with this visit? ... This
is a purely commercial exercise".
Relations between Holland and Indonesia
were tense after Holland had strongly criticised the Santa Cruz massacre. Jakarta reacted immediately, refusing Holland's contribution to the development programme,
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and explaining that such aid was being used
as an instrument to exert pressure on Indonesia.
Kooijmans emphasised at the press conference that relations between the two countries had made clear progress during the past
two years, and that they were now back to
normal.

LEADER OF MASSACRE
PROMOTED
Diario de Noticias, 7 April 1994. Translated
from Portuguese
(Lisbon) The Indonesian military commander who was responsible for the massacre in Dili in November 1991, General Sintong Panjaitan, has been appointed adviser
to the Indonesian government's Minister of
Research and Technology. Panjaitan will be
in charge of matters relating to weapons.

AGIO PEREIRA ON RADIO
NATIONAL
ABC Radio National - Drivetime. 5 May
1994. Presenter: Margot Forster
It's nearly 20 years since Indonesia's
armed takeover of the former Portuguese
colony of East Timor. Since then the international community has repeatedly expressed concern over abuses of human
rights. But the protests have failed to move
the Indonesian Government. This month
also marks the year since the imprisonment
of Xanana Gusmão. The East Timorese
struggle continues though and there is a
vision for a solution on the horizon. The
Executive Director of the East Timor Relief
Association in Sydney, Agio Pereira joins
me now from our Sydney studio. Good
afternoon.
Agio: Good afternoon, Margot.
Margot: First of all, what new of Xanana
Gusmão?
Agio: Xanana Gusmão have complained
about the difficulties has been facing in the
prison. He said that many prisoners apparently have been orchestrated by the guards
themselves to torture him psychologically,
and making constant noises, and make it
really hard for him to have a rest in the
prison. However, on the hand, Xanana
Gusmão since he wrote that powerful to
General Suharto appealing for dialogue and a
way out for East Timor through peaceful
means, it was in the Indonesian newspapers.
And Xanana gained a lot of prestige within
the Indonesian society itself, especially the
academics, and the politicians. Therefore,
his profile since he has been arrested and
imprisoned in Cipinang prison has been
raised strongly. And it does have help a lot
of East Timor in that sense.

Margot: Agio Pereira, what's the current
position of Australia on East Timor?
Agio: Australia's position has not
changed. In fact it has been crystalised if
you like since the signing of the so-called
Timor Gap Treaty. Indonesia of course did
not gain much from the Timor Gap Treaty
apart from - hook Australia into the illegal
occupation of East Timor. Australia in fact
is the only country of Liberal democracies
that has been given de jure recognition of
Indonesian sovereignty over East Timor,
and it has not changed. But, however, we
still as a Timorese Resistance try to work
within a strategy that we will lobby
strongly the United States, the Congress and
the Senate. I recall that about 44 Senators
signed a document for President Clinton to
raise the issue of East Timor with Suharto in
the last meeting in Tokyo, and that is almost
50% of the Senate and we are working hard
in this regard. Our strategy will ultimately
to isolate Australia in the international arena
so that Australia will be visible as the only
liberal democracy that has given this de jure
recognition for an illegal and to use the word
of Gareth Evans himself 'indefensible' invasion of East Timor.
Margot: In the meantime negotiations
continue, in fact a new round begins tomorrow under the auspices of the UN Secretary-General. How significant are these
talks?
Agio: These talks are very important - is
the force that had been taking place since the
massacre of Santa Cruz. When the massacre
took place the negotiations actually seized
and the relationship between Portuguese
Government and Jakarta worsened. But has
improved with the strong will of the new
Secretary General of UN Boutros-Boutros
Ghali. The negotiations of May 6 which is
tomorrow have a new oxygen in it. In the
sense that the Secretary of UN have sent to
East Timor and also to Portugal and Australia his very competent and Special Envoy
Professor Francesco Vendrell. Vendrell actually met with Xanana privately in Cipinang
prison for hours and spoke Portuguese with
him a lot and they have gathered a lot data
to proposed to the Secretary-General which
the S-G will use as his weapon for this
meeting. However, there is a difficulty on
the side of Indonesia. Jakarta still is inflexible, Jakarta still demand that the rights of
the East Timorese for self-determination
must never be discussed. It is this regard
that we argue that Australian Government
must use this opportunity with the goodwill
of the S-G and the interest of the international community towards East Timor to
change its position, so that the UN Charter
and the International Law can be respected
and applied to the East Timor case.
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Margot: Alright then, Agio Pereira thanks
very much for speaking with me.
Agio: Thank you.
Agio Pereira is from the East Timor Relief Association.

EXPOSING THE MYTHS OF
EAST TIMOR <MEMBUKA
MITOS TIMOR-TIMUR>
Editor, 5 May 1994. By Untung Widyanto.
Translated from Indonesian. Slightly
abridged
A seminar held at the Pijar Foundation
24/4 to celebrate the release from prison of
East Timorese student Virgilio da Silva
Guterres was stopped by police half-way
through a discussion by Dr George Aditjondro, because according to police it had no
permit. Haji Princen and Wimanjaya (author
of "Prima Dosa") were also there.
George Aditjondro was the sole speaker.
"A lot of facts have been mystified by the
Indonesian press", he said. For example the
myth that Fretilin is communist. In fact it is
social-democratic much like the Scandinavian model. It is a plural party, not just
Marxist. Seven of the 40 members of the
Central Committee are Muslim - including
Marie Alkatiri, Hamis Baswedan, Muhammad Banjar, Salim, and Ali. Fretilin has also
been influenced by nationalism and Catholicism. Ramos Horta admires Bung Karno and
was inspired by his _marhaen_ ideology to
put up the ideology of _maubere_.
In the 1970s the government feared that
East Timor would become a Cuba for Indonesia. This gave rise to the mystification.
Another myth is the so-called Balibo
Declaration. "That declaration is fictional",
George said. The choice of Balibo was
purely political. "How could a declaration
be read before the Indonesian Foreign Minister Adam Malik in that dangerous <rawan> place?". Four Australian journalists
were killed there. It's not surprising that
Xanana in his defence speech called the
Balibo Declaration the "Bali Bohong" Declaration <Bali lie>.
Xanana is often called a Fretilin leader.
But in fact he gave up his Fretilin membership between 1986 and 1988, in connection
with reformist efforts that resulted in
CNRM, an umbrella organization including
Fretilin, UDT in Australia, Falintil, and the
Clandestine movement. "It's wrong to call
him a Fretilin leader".
Indonesian Roving Ambassador for East
Timor, FX Lopez da Cruz acknowledged
the Balibo Declaration was drafted in Bali
by UDT and Apodeti figures, but he insisted it was signed in Balibo. Clementino
dos Reis Amaral, East Timorese member of
the National Commission on Human Rights,
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still insists that Fretilin is communist, because they behave like communists.

AUSTRALIA POLICE QUIZ
CINEMA STAFF
New Statesman and Society
Diary section entitled Shoreditch
6 May 1994. Unabridged
Police in Australia have taken a special
interest in John Pilger's documentary Death
of a Nation, which has been given a cinema
release in the country and details how General Suharto's regime in Indonesia crushed
opposition to the invasion of East Timor with a little help from Australia, whose
soldiers have trained Indonesian troops.
Two days before the film opened, federal
police in Perth decided to turn up at one
cinema and quiz staff on who had requested
the film to be shown. It seems that the local
police decided to get involved after protestors, demonstrating outside a Perth barracks
against the presence of Indonesian troops
being trained by Australia, were found in
possession of leaflets advertising the film.
Federal constable Terry O'Neil commented
afterwards: "It was the federal police's job
to monitor different communities and prevent anything that could be embarrassing to
the government"

PORTUGAL, INDONESIA
CONTINUE CONFIDENCE
BUILDING TALKS
By Bob Mantiri
BRUSSELS, May 3 (IPS) - The foreign
ministers of Indonesia and Portugal will
meet in Geneva on Friday to discuss East
Timor, according to Nugroho Wisnamurti,
Indonesian ambassador to the United Nations.
The talks will be held under the auspices
of U.N. Secretary General Boutros BoutrosGhali. They will be the fourth in a round of
discussions between Indonesia's Foreign
Minister Ali Alatas and his Portuguese colleague, Jose Manuel Durão Barroso. The
first meeting was held in Rome, the second
and third in Geneva.
According to Wisnamurti, the talks will
be held in the framework of 'confidence
building measures' (CBM). "Relations between the two countries are in the process
of improvement", he said in a telephone
interview.
He recalled that in the U.N. discussions
on human rights at the end of March, Portugal refrained from its usual criticism of the
violation of human rights in its former colony East Timor.

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

"There was no confrontation on this issue at that meeting, which we regard as a
sign that the Portuguese government wants
to continue this process of confidence building measures," he said.
He added that the upcoming meeting between Alatas and Barroso in Geneva, "must
be seen in that light".
An official in the Portuguese foreign ministry, who is close to Quartin Santos who
handles East Timor relations, confirmed that
view. He added, however, that it is very
difficult to predict the outcome of the CBM
meetings at this stage.
"We are still in the process of preliminary discussions about the draft statement
regarding confidence building measures.
There are a number of measures proposed
by Boutros Boutros-Ghali," he said. He
added that he could not disclose the measures "because we agreed with the secretary
general not to reveal them".
Earlier, the Portuguese government had
demanded the immediate release of Xanana
Gusmão, the jailed Fretilin resistance leader
who was arrested in 1992 and is serving a
20-year jail term.
Lisbon and Jakarta do not expect normalisation of diplomatic relations in the
immediate future. Relations were severed
after Indonesia invaded the former Portuguese colony in 1975, the same year East
Timor gained independence from Portugal.
"I think that there are still forces in Portugal which would reject that idea," Wisnamurti said. "According to the Portuguese
foreign ministry, Indonesia is still violating
human rights in the former Portuguese colony."
He said that much the same had been
confirmed by 25 foreign journalists who had
recently visited East Timor on the invitation
of the Indonesian government.
Wisnamurti said that he had visited East
Timor last month and had, however, discovered that a process of reconciliation has
started between the Indonesian East
Timorese and the East Timorese who had
fled to Portugal after the Indonesian invasion'.
"When I was there, a group of 23 Portuguese East Timorese visited the island where
they met with relatives. Among them was
Abilio Oliveira Sereno, a prominent Fretilin
member, who left East Timor in 1979," he
said. The group, which included some Portuguese government officials, met with foreign minister Alatas in Jakarta.
The visit was a result of a reconciliation
meeting in London between East Timorese
leaders in East Timor and those in exile.
Wisnamurti said that to reciprocate, 50 East
Timorese will visit Portugal on May 13.
According to him, the exchange of visits
is an initiative of private groups lead by

Francisco Lopez Da Cruz, a former vice
governor of East Timor and a member of the
Indonesian Golkar Party, and from Abilio
Araújo, the former Fretilin leader.
Another informal meeting in London is
scheduled for June between Da Cruz,
Araújo and the former Portuguese general,
Galvão De Melo.
"These informal meetings could be seen
in the framework of confidence building
measures," the Portuguese foreign ministry
official said. "They could influence relations
positively".

UNSG STATEMENT ON THE
QUESTION OF EAST TIMOR
Geneva, 6 May 1994
The following statement was issued by a
spokeswoman for the United Nations Secretary General, Mr Boutros Boutros-Ghali
after the meeting between Foreign Ministers
Alatas and Durão Barroso on 6 May 1993
in Geneva.
The Secretary-General held a fourth
round of meetings in Geneva on 6 May
1994 with the Foreign Ministers of Indonesia and Portugal, Mr Ali Alatas and Mr
Durão Barroso, as had been agreed at the
third round of talks in New York on 17
September 1993, in the context of the ongoing efforts under his auspices, to seek a
just, comprehensive, and internationally
acceptable settlement to the question of
East Timor. The Secretary-General met
separately with each of the two Ministers
and subsequently chaired a joint meeting.
The discussion focussed on confidencebuilding measures (CBMs) aimed at fostering an atmosphere propitious to addressing
the substance of the question. In this regard
the Secretary-General wishes to record the
following points which emerged during the
discussions:
1. The Secretary-General welcomed the
positive atmosphere in which the talks were
held and the restraint displayed by both
sides at international fora, which made possible the adoption by consensus of a Chairman's statement on the human rights situation in East Timor at the 50th session of the
Human Rights Commission in Geneva. The
Secretary-General called on both sides to
build on that consensus through the implementation of recommendations contained
therein.
2. The Ministers reacted positively to
the Secretary-General's appeal to both parties to continue to exercise restraint on the
issue of East Timor in the interest of maintaining a favourable atmosphere for further
progress towards a comprehensive settlement of the question.
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3. The Ministers conveyed their appreciation to the Secretary-General for conducting thorough consultations prior to today's
talks, in particular through the dispatch of a
mission in January 1994 to Lisbon, Jakarta,
Dili and Sydney to carry out preparatory
discussions with both sides and other contacts in his efforts to assist in the solution
of the question. They took note of the Secretary-General's intention to undertake similar contacts and consultations whenever he
deems necessary.
4. The meeting took note of the Indonesian Government's intention to continue its
investigation in order to account fully for
the persons dead or missing as a result of
the violent incident in Dili on 12 November
1991 and the circumstances surrounding the
matter.
5. The Secretary-General is encouraged
by the increased access to East Timor for
the United Nations, human rights and humanitarian organisations as well as journalists. He is also encouraged by the visits to
East Timor by East Timorese living abroad
and by East Timorese visiting Portugal. The
Ministers agreed that such access and visits
should be continued and further expanded.
6. The Ministers concurred on the need
to ensure that those East Timorese in custody are treated humanely, that their rights
are respected fully, and that further appropriate measures are taken aimed at the early
release of those imprisoned.
7. The invitation extended by the Indonesian Government to the Special Rapporteur
on Extra-judicial, Summary or Arbitrary
Executions of the Commission on Human
Rights to visit East Timor in June 1994 was
welcomed. It was deemed important that the
Government of Indonesia continue to cooperate with other relevant thematic special
rapporteurs and/or working groups of the
Commission and that they be invited to visit
East Timor whenever necessary for the
fulfilment of their duties.
8. The Secretary-General believes that, as
an important contribution to the on-going
efforts under his auspices, the dialogue
among East Timorese should be encouraged.
He will explore appropriate efforts to be
undertaken towards facilitating an allinclusive intra-Timorese dialogue. The two
Ministers took note of this initiative.
9. The Foreign Ministers of Portugal and
Indonesia informed the Secretary-General of
their readiness to meet with leading East
Timorese supporters and opponents of
integration respectively.
10. The Ministers requested the Secretary-General to identify a series of issues
for consideration by them in advance of the
next round of talks, including possible avenues of achieving a just, comprehensive and
internationally acceptable solution.

Following today's discussions the parties
agreed to continue their efforts under the
auspices of the Secretary-General to find a
solution to the question of East Timor.
The fifth meeting between the Foreign
Ministers and the Secretary-General will be
held in the first half of January 1995 in Geneva. Prior to that meeting, talks will be held
at UN headquarters in New York between
representatives of the two Governments.

AUSTRALIAN ACADEMICS
WRITE ON NUKU CASE
PETITION TO THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA
BY AUSTRALIAN ACADEMICS AND
RESEARCHERS OF INDONESIAN
AFFAIRS
This petition was faxed yesterday (6
May 1994) to President Soeharto as well as
several high officials of the Indonesian government listed below. It was also sent to
various print media organisations in Indonesia and Australia. Please feel free to publicise it in any way you think may be helpful.
David Bourchier
6 May 1994
As Australian academics and researchers
vitally interested in the relationship between
the people of Australia and Indonesia, we
wish to voice our concern over the recent
crackdown on student protest. We are concerned in particular with the recent sentencing of the young NGO activist Nuku
Suleiman to four years prison and the charging of a further 21 students.
Nuku Suleiman was arrested on 25 November 1993 while participating in a peaceful rally at the Indonesian parliament building to protest against the state-sponsored
lottery, known by its initials SDSB. He was
detained for distributing stickers which,
following a popular practice of word-play,
used the initials SDSB as the basis of a slogan: Soeharto, the architect of all disasters.
The names of several famous sites of military killings followed, including Dili, Lampung, Aceh and Tanjung Priok.
During a demonstration at the national
parliament on 14 January 1994 to protest
against the trial of Nuku, 21 students were
arrested. As in Nuku's case, charges of `insulting the head of state', carrying a maximum penalty of six years prison, are being
prepared for use against these students.
We note that these harsh measures have
attracted widespread condemnation in Indonesia. Over 1000 Indonesians, including
several prominent intellectuals and political
figures, have signed a statement protesting
against the arrests and affirming the right to
demonstrate and to speak freely.
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We join our Indonesian colleagues and
friends in expressing our concern over the
prosecution of these individuals who we
believe were entitled to voice their opinions
both under the rights conferred by the Indonesian Constitution and under international
human rights provisions ratified by Indonesia.
In the interests of justice, human rights
and the continued strengthening of the
bonds between the peoples of our
neighbouring countries, we appeal to the
Government of the Republic of Indonesia to
release or commute the sentence of Nuku
Suleiman and drop the charges against the 21
students.
Signed,
Prof Joel Kahn, School of Sociology and
Anthropology, LaTrobe University
Prof Douglas Miles, Anthropology,
James Cook University
Prof James Warren, Murdoch University
Dr Susan Blackburn, Politics, Monash
University
Dr Ian Chalmers, Indonesian Studies,
Curtain University
Dr Robert Cribb, History, University of
Queensland
Dr Philip J. Eldridge, Political Science,
University of Tasmania
Dr Herbert Feith, Centre of Southeast
Asian Studies, Monash University
Dr Keith Foulcher, Asian Studies, Flinders University
Dr Barbara Hatley, Centre of Southeast
Asian Studies, Monash University
Dr David T. Hill, Murdoch University
Dr Aline Scott-Maxwell, Centre of
Southeast Asian Studies, Monash University
Dr Krishna Sen, Murdoch University
Dr Richard Tanter, Kyoto Seika University
Dr Michael van Langenberg, University
of Sydney
Dr Carol Warren, Murdoch University
Dr Kenneth Young, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Monash University
Ms Ien Ang, Murdoch University
Mr Gregory Barton, School of Social Inquiry, Deakin University
Ms Emma Baulch, Centre of Southeast
Asian Studies, Monash University
Mr David Bourchier, Centre of Southeast
Asian Studies, Monash University
Mr Peter Burns, Modern Languages Department, James Cook University
Ms Rachel Fensham, Murdoch University
Mr John Hartley, Murdoch University
Ms Kateryna Longley, Murdoch University
Mr Gerry van Klinken, Asian and International Studies, Griffith University
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Copies to:
1. President Soeharto
2. The Ambassador of the Republic of
Indonesia in Australia
3. The Minister of the State Secretariat,
Jakarta
4. The Minister of the Interior, Jakarta
5. The Greater Jakarta Region Police
Chief
6. The Attorney General, Jakarta
7. Indonesian and Australian press

CNRM LETTER TO RADIO
NETHERLANDS
The following letter was sent to the Radio
Netherlands Board by the International
Relations Department of CNRM in support
of the continuation of Indonesia Section
broadcasts.
EAST TIMOR- National Council of
Maubere Resistance- International Relations
Department
5 May 1994
Board of Directors
Radio Netherlands
PO Box 222
1200 JG Hilversum,
Netherlands
Fax +31 35 724 352
Dear Sirs,
It is with great regret that we have followed recent news announcing plans for the
termination of Radio Netherlands Indonesian Section broadcasts.
We write to you to strongly urge you to
reconsider these plans.
As is well known, given the strict governmental controls on mass information
media in Indonesia, foreign media have an
important information role to play to bring
true accounts of important domestic events
to the knowledge of the Indonesian public.
Among such media, radio is the among the
most readily accessible foreign source of
information to the largest number of Indonesian people.
Radio Netherlands Indonesian Section
has played an outstanding role in the past in
providing such information to the Indonesian public. As such, it has an important
contribution to make to the process of development of a pluralistic and democratic
society in Indonesia, by upholding the values of freedom, democracy, and accountable
and responsible government, respectful of
human rights, characteristic of the Netherlands.
In particular, with regards to the tragic issue of East Timor, a major target of Indonesian Government disinformation and propaganda, Radio Netherlands Indonesian Section broadcasts have played a very valuable
and significant role. For the East Timorese
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people Radio Netherlands broadcasts have
become a major source of news, which they
monitor with assiduous interest. In fact, of
all the foreign broadcasters, Radio Netherlands must easily rank first in popularity,
followed by BBC of Britain. Broadcasters
like Radio Australia, which have increasingly yielded to Indonesian Government
pressures limiting their truthful reporting of
East Timor and Indonesian events, have lost
a significant amount of their audience in
recent times.
It would therefore be a major blow to
both the oppressed East Timorese people,
and to their struggle for freedom and human
rights, as well as to the struggle for human
rights and democratisation in Indonesia, if
your plan to discontinue the Indonesian
Section broadcasts were to go ahead now.
Such a loss would come at a particularly
unfortunate time, as the pro-democracy
struggle in Indonesia gathers momentum and
requires the availability of supportive resources, such as the truthful and objective
reporting of Indonesian current events by a
source outside the control of the Indonesian
government information control apparatus.
We therefore appeal to the Board of Directors of Radio Netherlands to review current plans, and ensure the ongoing transmission of broadcasts to Indonesia at this critical time in the country's social and political
development.
Yours very sincerely,
Director General

XANANA REJECTS
INDONESIAN
RECONCILIATION MOVES
Reuter, 6 May 1994. Abridged
Jakarta -- Jailed East Timorese guerrilla
leader Xanana Gusmão says moves by Indonesia to reconcile Timorese inside and
outside the country are deceitful, according
to a letter released Friday.
Xanana's letter, a copy of which was obtained by Reuters, quoted him as saying
recent moves by Jakarta to link exiles and
pro-government Timorese in favour of the
territory's integration with Indonesia were
meaningless.
Indonesia last December organised information talks in London between Timorese
groups as part of what it called a reconciliation process aimed at ending the 19-year
stand-off with the UN over East Timor.
"Their sincere hopes to find a true solution to the East Timor issue have been manipulated by Indonesia as part of its deceitful scheme," Xanana wrote in a letter dated
April 30.
Despite efforts to block communications,
Xanana has smuggled a series of letters,

statements and tape recordings from his
prison cell. Foreign journalists have been
refused interviews with him.
In this and earlier letters, Xanana complained of harassment by his jailers, including threats and sleep denial. He said he was
denied access to newspapers and radio.
Most of the letter, in Portuguese and
Tetum, focused on attacking recent moves
by Indonesia to bring together East
Timorese inside and outside the country
who did not oppose Indonesian sovereignty.
Several groups of exiled East Timorese
have been allowed to make visits home in
recent months. The letter was written after a
visit by two exiles, apparently representing
Timorese figure Abilio Araújo, who attended the London talks.
"No claims that are made by the two visitors by Indonesian authorities about my
alleged position of support on the reconciliation issue are to be considered valid,"
Xanana said in his letter.

ETAN/CANADA PRESS
RELEASE ON TALKS
6 May 1994
GENEVA -- Today's United Nationsmediated peace talks on the future of Indonesian-occupied East Timor are likely to be
a sham if the international community does
not increase pressure on the government of
Indonesia, according to East Timorese activists and their supporters in Canada.
UN Secretary-General Boutros BoutrosGhali is to mediate the talks in Geneva today between the foreign ministers of Indonesia and Portugal, the colonial ruler of East
Timor until it declared its independence in
November 1975. Ten days later, Indonesia
invaded the tiny country and has occupied it
ever since, in defiance of ten UN resolutions. Amnesty International estimates that
200,000 people -- a third of the population - have died since the Indonesian invasion.
"It is regrettable that, like so many times
in the past, Indonesian actions are once
again seen to be in utter contrast with its
rhetoric," said a statement from the East
Timorese pro-independence organization
CNRM (National Council of Maubere
(Timorese) Resistance). "In the 8 months
that have passed since the last (UNmediated) meeting, no truthful measures of
improvement of the calamitous situation in
East Timor have been taken by Indonesia."
The CNRM yesterday issued a report
detailing dozens of cases of killings, arbitrary arrests, torture and other human rights
violations perpetrated by the Indonesian
military in East Timor since the Indonesian
and Portuguese foreign ministers discussed
East Timor in New York last September.
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The 8-page report and supporting documents are available on request.
"Indonesia must not be allowed to use
so-called peace talks as a smoke screen or
stalling tactic," said Sharon Scharfe, Ottawa
co- ordinator for the East Timor Alert Network, a cross-Canada human rights organization founded in 1987 by the Canadian
Council of Churches. "International law and
United Nations policy says East Timor has
the right to choose independence. It's time
that countries like Canada speak up on behalf of the rule of law. Our government
should demand that Indonesia start respecting human rights and the right to selfdetermination of the East Timorese people."
Ms Scharfe also organized an international mission of Parliamentarians for East
Timor to meet with Boutros-Ghali in New
York earlier this year. "The UN wants to
help East Timor, but it can't do so unless
Western governments give the peace talks
some teeth by stepping up the pressure on
Indonesia," she said.
For more information:
Sharon Scharfe, ETAN/Ottawa (613)
830-8484 or (613) 822-1227
David Webster, ETAN/Toronto (416)
531-5850 or (416) 504-1236
Abe Soares, CNRM representative to
Canada (416) 531-5850

OVER 300 PROTEST
INDONESIA'S ILLEGAL
OCCUPATION OF EAST
TIMOR
Report from ETAN/Ottawa, May 8, 1994
A March for Peace was organized to take
place in Ottawa on May 7. The first stop
was the Indonesian Embassy where the East
Timor Alert Network/Ottawa had drawn
over 50 chalk outlines in the street with the
names of people under the age of 20 who
were killed in the Santa Cruz Massacre on
November 12, 1991. The Embassy and Ottawa and Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Force, having been told in advance of the
action, appeared in anticipation of 200 people. In the end, more than 300 people
showed up, signing petitions, writing letters
to Canada's Foreign Minister, and taking
information on Canada's involvement in East
Timor.
The event, the only one covered on the
two hour route, was reported in today's
Ottawa Citizen reporting on events in Canada with a 9" x 5" black and white photo.
The photo shows the chalk outlines, people
being traced, and 300 more people standing
on the sidewalk. It also shows two of the
eight RCMP who were present standing
close to the Embassy. There is no accompanying article, mainly because the police told

one of the organizers that she could not use
her megaphone as it would be in contravention of the City of Ottawa noise by-laws
(untrue, in retrospect). The photo is captioned as: "Demonstrators lie in drawings in
front of Ottawa's Indonesian embassy Saturday to protest occupation of East Timor".

PILGER INTERVIEWED ON NZ
TV1
Transcript of the interview by Ian Frazer,
May 8, 1994.
Ian Frazer: One of the world's most uncompromising journalist, John Pilger, accuses Indonesia of genocide and the western
world of complicity.
As we draw ever nearer to Asia, an uncomfortable moral dilemma for our politicians and diplomats - indeed for all of us what to do about East Timor. In that not so
remote island, John Pilger claims the Indonesians have committed genocide, during an
18 year reign of terror, killing more than
200,000 people. The West stood by. Pilger
claims the West not only stood by but encouraged Indonesia to invade East Timor.
Our Prime Minister meets President Soeharto in Jakarta in a week's time. Already
he's under pressure, to more than just restate our concern. This week Phil Goff delivered a petition to the Indonesian ambassador signed by 51 Members of Parliament.
The petition calls for a much firmer line
with Indonesia.
Ian Frazer: John Pilger, if you were
advising our Prime Minister, what would
you want him to say to President Soeharto
on this question of East Timor?
John Pilger: Well I think that the first
thing that any leader of any country with
civilised values would have to raise would
be the fact, and I repeat the fact that, under
illegal Indonesian rule, 200,000 people, a
third of the nation have died - been killed.
Now that is something that has to be put to
President Soeharto. President Clinton did so
about a year ago, to very considerable effect.
In fact the Jakarta regime went into something of a panic. And it was really his initiative that answered those who said that
speaking up about East Timor with the
Indonesians really doesn't achieve much.
Ian Frazer: So Mr Bolger should be saying to President Soeharto that the genocide
in East Timor should stop. Should he go
further than that and institute that the Indonesians should get out?
John Pilger: I think he should go further
than that, and say that it's unacceptable to
countries, such as New Zealand, that occupies a seat on the security Council. He
should remind President Soeharto of the UN
resolutions, ten of them, underlining the
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illegality of the Indonesia occupation and
calling on it to get out. Now, having said
that, I think that perhaps in a more constructive vein, Mr Bolger could say to Soeharto: there are a number of peace plans on
the table - one of them is an extremely generous one which comes from the East
Timorese themselves, which calls for a period of confidence building, over several
years - but really suggest to the Indonesians
that they'll never really achieve what they
want very much, which is international respectability, until they give the East
Timorese the right of self determination. In
other words, until there is a genuine referendum in East Timor, and what happened in
South Africa this week happens in East
Timor. And until they do that, they will be
denied respectability.
Ian Frazer: Our government's position for
the last 15 years, has been that the Indonesian occupation and annexation of East
Timor is irreversible. We don't live in an age
of miracles. Realistically, you have to concede that the government's assessment is
correct.
John Pilger: Well, you say we don't live
in an age of miracles, I drove here today
reading the speech of Mr Mandela and Mr
de Clerk, and the fact that the United States
government, under Reagan used to say exactly that. In effect they used to say that
the situation in South Africa was irreversible. Years before they used to say the situation in Namibia was also irreversible. Well
of course, none of these are irreversible at
all. The Indonesia government would
achieve an enormous amount for its own
people if it conceded that what it had done
in East Timor was something that is simply
unacceptable in the international community
today.
Ian Frazer: Given the view that a lot of
people I think have, East Timor is a little
country, it is a long way away, and it doesn't matter very much, whereas the relationship with Indonesia matters a very great
deal. The government would say to you that
there is no way it is going to be able to shift
the Indonesians out, the best we can do is to
keep the pressure on to ameliorate the situation for the East Timorese under occupation
John Pilger: OK, but what pressure.
There is no pressure. I can assure you there
is no pressure. The British Government
says the same thing and they have been
caught out on that one. There isn't any pressure from here. There isn't any pressure
from Canberra. There isn't any pressure
from New Zealand. There is, on the contrary, a great deal of encouragement to Indonesia to go on with its annexation and its
brutal policies in East Timor. Now we could
start from that baseline and see what pressure would produce. Is the New Zealand
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government really saying the whole question, that self determination, the very thing
that New Zealanders themselves take for
granted, is now no longer part of the equation in dealing with other governments; that
a third of a nation that is not far away, that
is relatively speaking, from New Zealand,
can be simply be extinguished, and the New
Zealand government can simply turn the
other way and say, I'm sorry but we have to
trade with those who have extinguished
200,000 people.
Ian Frazer: I think what they are saying
is that there is nothing effective we can do. I
want to come back to New Zealand's position later on in the interview. The fact of the
matter is that it has been very difficult to
find out what's been happening. The Indonesians have had a media blackout for many
years. It is dangerous to be there as a journalist. We know that New Zealand and Australian television crews have been slaughtered by the Indonesians. How did you get
in and get your pictures and interviews?
John Pilger: Well, I have travelled extensively in East Timor, so I can tell you
what's going on there, I and three of my
colleagues. We got in after several years of
planning. We got in under cover of being
business men, then we travelled secretly.
We crossed the boarder very early one Sunday morning, from West Timor, and we
stayed in the mountains, and we were
helped by networks of people, and our film
was taken out taped to our bodies. It all
took a great deal of organisation. I'm saying
all that because I believe that journalists
should have done that a long time ago. It's a
disgrace really, on journalism, Western journalism, that has the facilities to go to countries like East Timor, that a silence has hung
over it since the television crews in 1975
were slaughtered. Had East Timor been
fashionable in media terms in the same way
that Bosnia now is and other situations have
been, then I don't think we would be really
discussing whether the New Zealand government should be bringing the most minimal pressure. I think the pressure would
have been applied a long time ago, and the
so called irreversible position would have
changed completely. I think it is no good
with governments like the New Zealand
government saying we have this quiet diplomacy, we are bringing quiet pressure. It
adds up to nothing. It's a deception. By
saying that, in fact the reverse is true. Indonesia is encouraged to go ahead with what
they see as integration. And I can tell you
that those of us who have been to East
Timor, find a place that is a human society
utterly devastated. It is a land of crosses. It
is a land where the fabric of society has been
torn. It is a land where people in spite of the
extraordinary oppression still maintain a
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resistance and a hope that civilised societies
such as New Zealand will one day do something on their behalf - although they have
done so much for themselves in the last 18
years.
Now, I don't believe that New Zealanders
share the so called real politic of the New
Zealand government (for real politic read do nothing). I think that New Zealanders,
like civilised people everywhere, want to
see at least part of the equation, of its government's dealing with regimes like Jakarta
(and they have to deal with them , and trade
with them), part of that be a genuine human
rights concern, a genuine concern for human
rights.
Ian Frazer: It's a hot word, do you have
any proof to back up the claim of genocide?
John Pilger: I think the fact that you are
even asking the question really tells us
something about the dreadful silence that
has hung over East Timor and has suppressed the truth. I'm making no claims
what so ever. What I am doing is repeating
the authoritative estimates and sources,
arrived at over 18 years, through 18 years,
by a number of sources. And we'd be here
all night if I repeated them, but I'll give you
one or two. Last November the Foreign
Relations Committee of the Australian Parliament, after a long investigation, determined that, and I quote, `at least 200,000
people have died under Indonesian rule in
East Timor'; one of Indonesia's leading academics Dr George Aditjondro, who spent 20
years researching demographics in East
Timor, says that the figure of 200,000 is a
moderate estimate; the former Australian
consul in East Timor, James Dunn, himself
has done an exhaustive demographic study
using Indonesian government census figures,
and Catholic church figures, he too also
arrived at the absolute minimum figure of
200,000. They are not my claims, I would
never make a claim like that, they are simple
part of an enormous body of information
that the public don't know about, the public
in countries like New Zealand - and their
governments haven't told them, because it
has been convenient not to tell them that a
close trading partner has extinguished a third
of the population in a small island.
Ian Frazer: Indonesia seems to be stubbornly set on its course. It has repeatedly
ignored UN resolutions to get out of East
Timor, to allow an act of self determination.
What's the point of UN resolutions, and
there have been plenty of them, without the
willingness of the international community
to back those resolutions with force.
John Pilger: Well first of all I don't agree
that Indonesia is absolutely determined to
stay in East Timor. I think it's position is
tenuous, and I think with the sort of pressure that governments like the New Zealand

government could bring, I think that would
begin to make that position even more untenable. It took only one meeting with
President Clinton delivering a list of names
of some 40 odd senators to General Soeharto, to put the Indonesia regime almost
into panic over East Timor. Unfortunately
that wasn't followed up.
Ian Frazer: Are you saying that you believe that there is a possibility that Indonesia will back off short of the international
community actually using force to winkle
the Indonesians out?
John Pilger: I don't think there is any
question - they have already used force, and
that is they have given Indonesia the arms to
repress the East Timorese. I mean, there is
no question that without Western arms,
especially American arms, immediately after
the invasion in 1975, that the Indonesians
were at that time fought to a standstill by
Fretilin, and they wouldn't have won East
Timor. Their army was a shambles. They
were doing badly. The West saved them.
There was a Western intervention, we don't
want another one. But I think what can be
done is the sort of pressure - yes, I believe it
should be tried. You see, your question
presuppose that there has been some pressure. The pressure I've outlined, in the very
short space of this interview, and that's it.
The sort of behind the scenes pressure is a
matter of saving Indonesia's face. Soeharto
wants to be received all over the world as
the great father figure of his nation. Every
time he attempts this, East Timor dogs him.
I believe that they would like to actually
extricate from East Timor, although they
would never admit it.
Ian Frazer: However disgraceful New
Zealand's stance has been (we have voted
repeatedly with the Indonesians at the UN),
how can we credibly turn round years after
the event, and say: that was all wrong.
John Pilger: In truly pragmatic terms, not
in falsely pragmatic terms, East Timor as an
issue will not go away. Now the New Zealand government, the Australian government, and all the other governments think it
will, but it won't.
Ian Frazer: The New Zealand and
Australian governments might say the time
to say these things, the time to make that
act of resistance was in 1975, now it's too
late. Timor is part of history. All we can do
now is to learn the lessons of history.
John Pilger: Oh yes, Timor is part of history. Back to the South African analogy,
that is exactly what they were saying at the
UN less than ten years ago in the Reagan
administration. That was the word going out
to American allies. "Positive engagement" it
was called, with the white supremacist regime there, because South Africa is a `fact of
history'. It is quite extraordinary when you
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think back on it. Now I don't for a moment
believe that the East Timorese will allow
that so called `fact of history' to become the
truth. And it will dog not only the Indonesians, but it will dog those who are, by their
silence on the issue, give support to the
Jakarta regime, such as the New Zealand
Government. It will dog them year upon
year, because it simply will not go away.
I've never been more certain of anything in
my life. I've never seen a nation, in spite of
the enormous assault on it, physically and
culturally, to have not only survived on its
own, but to have resisted - to be the living
proof that it will not go away.
Ian Frazer: John Pilger in London - and
our Prime Minister, Jim Bolger, meets
President Soeharto Monday week in Jakarta.

UPDATE ON USAID /
INDONESIA EAST TIMOR
ACTIVITIES
From U.S. Agency for International Development, January 27, 1994
Private voluntary organizations (PVOs)
and non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) (domestic and foreign) continue to
be the primary vehicle for delivering our
assistance in democracy, environment, and
basic services such as education and health
to East Timor. The Mission is pursuing as
many development options as possible. We
are providing sizable investments in environmental infrastructure which will include
East Timor. We are offering training to
strengthen the quality and quantity of higher
education in East Timor. We are responding
to special situations where there are serious
constraints on economic development in
East Timor and other Eastern islands.
FY1993 Program. We exceeded our
planned FY1993 funding from the strengt hening institutional Development (SID) project to PVOs and NGOs working in East
Timor, emphasizing, where practicable,
those organizations staffed primarily by
East Timorese. Approximately $1.2 million
of NGO grant money for FY1993 was directed at East Timor. These funds have bean
obligated and implementation has begun.
1. By readjusting funding levels, we were
able to provide ETADEP (local NGO) with
25% additional funding, raising FY1993
tranche for its existing grant to $500,321. A
large part of the grant will be used to establish an institutional and human resource
center to provide training in skills essential
to effective operation of an NGO (financial
and business management, microenterprise
development, and project design and implementation). Two management and planning
workshops for ETADEP subgrantees have

been held in Remate (approximately $5,000
of USAID funds). Also in Remate,
ETADEP will drill 10 wells to provide clean
drinking water to the community; four tractors have been purchased (USAID funds of
$160,000) for this purpose. $200,000 of
this additional funding will go to three
ETADEP subgrantees to assist the Santo
Petro Dan Paulo Rumah Kita Family Education Program in A1ieu (central Timor) to
provide hands-on training in microenterprise, credit systems, water catchment systems, and family health and education.
These ETADEP subgrantees will now be
able to join Rumah Kita in implementing
immunization and family health and education projects.
2. The Salesian Missions received a significant funding increase from a FY1993
planned tranche of $70,000 to $250,000,
enabling us to extend support to the Salesian's efforts in agricultural vocational education at Fuiloro, another East Timor site
further to the northwest of Dili. In December 1993, the Salesians used $130,607 in
USAID funds to purchase fifteen computers, two tractors, and various agricultural
tools. The Don Bosco Training Center in
Dili, a educational center/polytechnic established to provide vocational education for
East Timorese youth, received the computers. A computer training course will
begin shortly, upon the January 30th inauguration of the Training Center. The Don
Bosco Agricultural Training School in
Fuiloro has received one tractor and various
tools. The other tractor and various tools
were sent to the Salesian Orphanage in Los
Palos to support its demonstration farm.
The FY1993 funds are also being used to
purchase a compressor to aid digging wells
for drinking water in Fuiloro and Los Palos.
3. Bina Swadaya's new eco-economic and
self-help FY1993 grant was fully funded at
$260,271. Bina Swadaya will open its new
Dili project office in late January. The office
space has been rented, a vehicle purchased,
and a representative appointed. An American long-term consultant has been identified
and will begin work in the Dili office this
spring.
4. The portion of The Asia Foundation's
new FY 1993 award which is targeted at
East Timor is estimated at $130,000. At this
time, East Timor activities with the provincial legislature and press are underway. Two
legislative skills training sessions will be
conducted in Dili by the University of Indonesia's Institute for Social Science R&D
with about 30 members from the East Timor
provincial legislature. A proposal to use
approximately $100,000 of USAID funds to
purchase a used printing press for Suara
Timor Timur, the only independent newspaper in East Timor, has been submitted
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and is under review. A two-week community journalism workshop is being organized
for the newspaper's editors, correspondents,
and stringers. A modest amount of comput er and electronic equipment will also be
provided.
5. LP3ES's new grant will have $8,500
specifically directed toward East Timor
journalism activities, including surveying
local press for assistance needs and then
conducting a workshop which will address
those needs. LP3ES will also provide journalism training through a leading Jakarta
newspaper, as well as equipment and other
technical assistance. Implementation at this
site has not yet begun.
6. Winrock's new wind energy SID/GEF
(Global Environmental Facility) grant will
devote approximately $200,000 to East
Timor (given the confirmation of the appropriate wind conditions). Winrock representatives will visit Indonesia in late January to
being site selection.
In addition to the NGO activities, the
first HG program provided urban infrastructure investments (shelter, water supply, and
sanitation) totalling $2.142 million in East
Timor during Indonesian FY92/93.
Planned for FY1994. We expect to approve sixteen (16) proposals for FY1994
SID funding, of which tentative plans now
call for about $1.6 million in grant awards
for East Timor efforts. This is likely to
break down into approximately $627,000
for child survival activities, $196, for WID,
$239,000 for the environment, $527,000 for
displaced children, and $189,000 for democracy activities.
1. ETADEP proposes to continue its
provision of training in erosion control and
environmentally appropriate agricultural
technique.
2. World Wildlife Foundation (WWF)
will work with local NGOs and uplands
farmers groups in East Timor under its integrated conservation proposal for SID
FY1994 funding.
3. As a subgrantee of Duta Bina Bhuana,
the indigenous NGO Naroman proposes to
implement a conservation farming program
with a special linkage to health and nutrition
issues.
4. Bina Swadaya proposes developing
eco-tourism projects in East Timor, focusing
on an interesting area of high cliffs, mudflats, and flocks of pelicans. Additional
support for an established training program
in upland agricultural farming techniques is
requested by PUSLAWITA, an indigenous
subgrantee under Bina Swadaya's FY1994
proposal.
5. Project Concern International has proposed to develop local NGOs to work to
increase access to health care in East Timor.
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6. The Salesians propose to undertake a
farmer relocation, training, and extension
project.
7. The Asia Foundation proposes continuing education and career training for the
media and legislature in East Timor.
In addition to NGO efforts in East Timor
for FY1994, the Mission has concurred in
the request for $8 million in P.L. 480 Title II
funds to support the National Cooperative
Business Association's Title II Multi-year
Operational Plan for the Indonesian Enterprise and Trade Development Project: Phase
II, which will focus on constraints on business activities in the Eastern Islands. Onethird to one-half of these funds will be devoted to efforts in East Timor.
The new Program Agreement for the
Municipal Finance for Environmental Infrastructure (MFEI) Housing Guaranty (HG)
includes an Investment Plan which will detail the investments to be funded under the
program (we expect East Timor will again be
included). Financing for environmental infrastructure, throughout Indonesia, will total
$125 million over 5 years, with approximately $10 million likely to be allocated to
East Timor. The MFEI currently is waiting
for GOI signature.
The mission has also devoted resources
from both current bilateral education projects to address the need for strengthened
institutional capacity of the Universitas of
Timor Timur (UTT) where the faculties are
both underdeveloped and understaffed. The
Mission has offered scholarships to the
science and math faculty of UTT to attend
various Higher Education Development
Studies Project (HEDS) science and math
teacher training seminars and conferences at
Sumatran universities. One- year certificate
training opportunities have been offered to
staff and faculty in fields such as higher
education administration and management.
The process of choosing faculty to participate has commenced.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
WELCOMES MINISTER OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS INTENT
TO ESTABLISH DIALOGUE
ON HUMAN RIGHTS
Release by Amnesty International, London 6
May 1994. AI Index: ASA 21/WU 07/94
Amnesty International wrote today to
Ali Alatas, Indonesian Minister of Foreign
Affairs, welcoming his radio announcement
on 30 April that the Indonesian Government
wished to establish a dialogue with the organisation and to permit human rights organisations to visit East Timor.
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The organisation said that if the government's stated readiness to permit international organisations to visit East Timor is to
be borne out in practice, it should facilitate
such a visit by Amnesty International in the
near future.
Amnesty International has made numerous efforts over the years to have direct
discussions with the Government of Indonesia and to obtain access to both Indonesia
and East Timor to investigate its serious and
long-standing human rights concerns there.
Up to now, Amnesty International has been
disappointed by the Indonesian Government's negative response to these efforts.
In the letter, the organisation proposed
that an Amnesty International delegation
should visit Indonesia and East Timor
within the next two months in order to conduct human rights research without restrictions. During its visit the organisation
should also clarify the nature and method of
its work for the promotion and protection
of human rights worldwide to the Indonesian Government.

INDIFFERENT DEATH
By Robert McCrum, Index on Censorship
1/2. May. 1994
East Timor is back in the news, and not
before time. The crimes of genocide committed on this small, remote half-island at the
eastern extremity of the Indonesian archipelago have been documented often enough
by Index on Censorship, but they have gone
largely ignored by the world community for
nearly a generation. Ever since Indonesian
paratroopers drifted out of the dawn on the
morning of 7 December 1975 East Timor
has suffered not only the agony of a bloody
occupation but also the torment of international indifference. From time to time the
fate of the islanders becomes news. Then
silence descends once more.
But now, in 1994, change is in the air.
There is pressure in print and on British
television. The Clinton administration has
acknowledged -- as yet not more -- the gravity of the issue. The UN is examining violations of human rights. The British Foreign
Office is reportedly nervous about the increased attention focused on East Timor, as
well it might be. the British government is
the number one seller of arms to Jakarta.
The question remains: how have the East
Timorese survived nearly a generation of
neglect and indifference?
They have lost, in the course of the last
20-odd years, at least 200,000 people (out
of an estimated population of 700,000).
They live from day to day under constant
surveillance and the threat of intimidation

imprisonment and torture. Yet they have
not given up.
Journalists cannot visit East Timor, so I
and photographer Julio Etchart went as
tourists. We found an extraordinary and
moving determination by the people of East
Timor to resist the Indonesian invader.
In particular, the East Timorese are sustained by the Roman Catholic church led by
Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo. The Bishop
has to walk a diplomatic ecclesiastical tightrope. His priests are less constrained. They
are almost without exception, more or less
actively in the East Timor liberation struggle. Among several Roman Catholic missions we visited in the course of our stay,
there was one -- at a location it would be
dangerous to disclose -- that seemed to
epitomise the courage and tenacity of the
church and its faithful congregation, and
their determination to pursue a path of
stubborn opposition to Indonesian oppression, often in the face of great hostility.
The mission is far from the capital, Dili,
and takes nearly a day to reach by bus or
motorbike. It is situated on the edge of an
extensive forest region occupied by members of the small, fragmented and illequipped resistance movement. It is in these
remote parts that the real battle for East
Timor's independence is being fought out.
When we arrived, we were obliged to register with the local police garrison, after which
we made our way across a stretch of waste
ground, into the mission compound and, as
we had been advised in the capital, asked to
speak to the priest, whom I shall call Father
Rodolpho da Costa.
Father Rodolpho is 40 years old. He was
born in the north of the island and came here
about seven years ago. He has an air of quiet
certainty, a strong sense of humour, and a
shyness that vanishes when he stands before his congregation. In this parish, over
90% of the population is registered as Roman Catholic, and Father Rodolpho takes
pride in the increasing attendances at Mass.
The mission and its church are at once a
school, a surgery, a place of recreation, a
refuge, a social centre, and a source of inspiration. Throughout the island there is a
sense that the church is the administration.
Beyond the walls of the mission there are
spies, policemen, informers -- the army of
occupation. Inside, there is teaching, prayer
and song. Father Rodolpho said he would
try to arrange for us to make contact with
members of the armed struggle. He said it
might take some time. So we settled down
to wait.
It's a simple life at the mission. There's
no running water, fitful electricity and a
basic diet of rice and stewed lamb. Father
Rodolpho rises at five. At six, school starts,
and will go on, in different parts of the mis-
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sion compound, all day. Portuguese is spoken freely here. "Buonas dias", said Father
Rodolpho, coming in for breakfast at eight.
By midday it's swelteringly hot.
At about four in the afternoon, Father
Rodolpho celebrates Mass. The church is
always crowded. There is nothing routine
about these prayers. I saw many people
kneeling in tears. Some will also make their
confession.
On that first day, in the lull before supper, Father Rodolpho talked about his life
and work here. We also spoke of politics.
He is not afraid to address political questions in his church. "When I speak of corruption and injustice," he says, "the military
don't like it". Then we talked about the
struggle for independence. Father Rodolpho
made the comparison with Yugoslavia. He
remarked that President Suharto could be
seen as a kind of South-East Asian Tito,
holding together a loose confederation with a
combination of military muscle and massive
economic expansion (GDP has expanded by
a staggering annual 7% for the past several
years) Indonesia is made up of about 13,500
separate islands, many with aspirations to
independence, and there's no doubt that the
violence meted out to East Timor is intended as a deterrent to others in Aceh and
Irian Jaya. After Suharto, what next? "This
is a society threatening to fly apart at the
seams," said Father Rodolpho.
Another day passed. There were many
comings and goings. An officer from the
local Indonesian battalion paid a visit. He
asked, "Who is staying at the mission?"
Although we had already registered with the
police this inquiry was more pointed. Father
Rodolpho replied: "I have two tourists from
London." Later, he told us that a new, crack
battalion had just arrived from Java to
strengthen the campaign against the guerrillas. Indonesian propaganda claims a reduction in troop levels. We saw no evidence of
this.
After our siesta on the second day, Julio
and I paid a visit to a local notable, Antonio
Anastasio da Costa Soares. As his name
suggests, this fine old gentleman has a family pedigree that can be traced back to the
days of Portuguese rule. He is a great survivor. He has lived through the Japanese invasion, has seen the return of Portuguese rule,
then the brief declaration of Timorese independence in 1975 and then, finally, the Indonesian invasion. Unlike many of his age,
he had survived the occupation unharmed.
He insisted that, despite everything, his
country was still, as he put it "the same
Timor."
Late on Saturday we were joined by a
man who agreed to be identified only by his
first name, Jose. He is the local organist and
he had come to practise for Sunday Mass

but he's no ordinary musician. Jose is 25 and
is under permanent detention at the local
barracks. When the Pope visited Dili in
1989, Jose organised the student protest and
was arrested. He is still in detention but at
least he has survived. His plight is known to
Bishop Belo and to the International Red
Cross. He has no idea when he will be released. He has no books, no newspapers, no
radio nor TV -- his weekly visit to the mission is his only contact with the outside
world.
After Mass on Sunday, we drove out
with Father Rodolpho to a remote village in
the forest. It was a sobering journey, full of
first- hand evidence of the attempted extermination of the East Timorese. In this culde-sac 50 people were machine-gunned.
Under that palm tree is a mass grave. Over
there, on that hillside, is a well-known killing field. Finally we reached our destination,
a "new" village of about 1,100 people. Before the massacres of the 1970s and 1980s
and before relocation it numbered some
4,900. Here, as everywhere in East Timor,
you see children, teenagers and young adults
-- but no 30- or 40-year-olds. They have all
been killed. There was also a platoon of
Indonesian troops and the usual complement of informers in residence. We found a
group of young people watching a boxing
match on the village television. I wanted to
ask questions, but no one would talk. Father
Rodolpho spoke to the village leader who
became edgy and nervous. His eyes darted
this way and that He was evidently afraid.
He knew he was being watched. He would
not speak.
This is a society whose language has been
doubly terrorised. First there is the fear of
torture or death. Everyone has lost a sibling
or a parent or a grandparent, often in circumstances of the most appalling cruelty.
As in Cambodia after the Khmer Rouge, the
people are in a state of shock. Then there is
the language terrorism, more subtle, but just
as brutal. The older generation grew up
speaking Portuguese. After the invasion,
this became associated with the resistance
movement, and now it is only used in murmurs behind closed doors. The official state
language is Bahasa Indonesia. For the rest,
the local language, Tetum, is the speech of
everyday life, but deprived of the freedom
to express the basic desire for independence
and justice.
On the afternoon of the third day, still
waiting to make contact with the guerrillas,
we walked a little way out of the town, and
found ourselves being directed by the local
people to the scene of a cock-fight. A large
crowd of young men and boys had collected
around a small, wire-fenced arena. Almost
everyone was chewing "mascar", a kind of
betel, and their reddened lips and teeth con-

Page 81

tributed to the blood-thirsty atmosphere.
As we arrived, the excitement was mounting. Razor-blades were being strapped onto
the claws of two fighting-cocks. In another
corner there was furious betting. The cocks
are held, beak to beak, to arouse hostility.
Suddenly, they are released and there's a
flurry of feathers and squawking. Then a
shout goes up. One of the birds has been
slashed. Bright red blood drips onto the
earth. The winning bird is snatched up by
its owner and held proudly aloft. The other
bird is gasping in a corner, a dirty heap of
plumage. In a few minutes it will be dead. In
the area around the cockpit, several other
cocks are tethered waiting to fight. Some
owners parade their birds for the inspection
of the punters. Another round of betting.
Another fight. Another death. For a people
who have endured what the Timorese have
endured, a few dead birds must seem insignificant.
Night fell. We had been told to be ready
for a meeting with a member of "the armed
struggle". The hours ticked by. Finally we
met a young man from the resistance movement, and learned of the desperate situation
now facing the freedom fighters of East
Timor.
The guerrilla I spoke to, Joaquim Guterres (not his real name), had been close to the
guerrilla leader, "Xanana" Gusmão, who is
currently in prison serving a 20-year sentence. In his opinion Gusmão had allowed
himself to be arrested and made a political
prisoner to dramatise the plight of the East
Timor resistance movement to the world:
Gusmão could (and did) attract the attention
of the world's press. There was no question
of Gusmão’s continuing psychological presence among the guerrillas, however. "He is
our Nelson Mandela," said Joaquim Guterres.
Gusmão has been replaced, in the field,
by a young leader named Konis Santana, but
the armed struggle remains in dire straits,
short of arms, supplies and new recruits.
There are, perhaps, no more than 1,000 men
sustaining the clandestine movement, of
whom less than half carry weapons. I asked
how, in these circumstances, the resistance
could ever hope to succeed? The young man
opposite shook his head fiercely He had no
real answers, only a desperate faith in his
cause. "Indonesian troops are killing our
people every day, but I am 100% certain we
shall succeed. We shall always have the
support of the people and we love our freedom. We shall never give up."
We talked on. Joaquim Guterres described the activities of his fellow guerrillas,
their Maubere code-names (Lan-Wai, Fuluk,
Loro- Talin, Ular Rihyk) and their day-today living conditions. He admitted a frustration at the isolation of the Timorese people.
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"The world refuses to pay attention, no
matter what we sacrifice, families, homes,
lives... We have been given many fine
words, but we are still dying, every day we
are still dying."
Sometime after midnight Guterres said he
had to return to the forest, and handed over
messages for fellow resistance workers who
have somehow managed to flee abroad. Then
he disappeared silently into the dark.
Next morning, we bade farewell to Father
Rodolpho and walked with our rucksacks
out of the mission, back into the town. The
bell was tolling for Mass. people were hurrying towards the church as usual. Across
the street, local informers watched our progress from their mopeds. Now, writing this
in the security of the West, I worry, as any
journalist must worry, about the safety of
those I have described. I had discussed this
point with Father Rodolpho who remained
impressively calm. "You are welcome here,"
he had said. "You must write about what
you have seen. What is important is that
you tell the world."

JAKARTA-LISBON TALKS TO
RESUME IN GENEVA NEXT
YEAR
GENEVA, May 6 (IPS) - Portugal and
Indonesia Friday held talks on the future of
East Timor in what the United Nations
described was a "positive atmosphere", but
at the end of the day, precious little was
revealed to reporters about the Geneva discussions.
Therese Gastaut, spokeswoman for U.N.
Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
only volunteered that the talks would resume under a United Nations banner in
January, 1995.
Her comments followed the fourth round
of U.N.-sponsored talks on confidence
building measures between Indonesia's Foreign Minister Ali Alatas and his Portuguese
colleague, Jose Manuel Durão Barroso.
East Timor was formerly a Portuguese
colony. It is located in the Javanese archipelago and was invaded by Indonesia in
December 1975 before being annexed in
1976.
According to international human rights
organisation Amnesty International, the
annexation was followed by the slaughter of
about 210,000 East Timorese of an original
population of 650,000.
Since then, Indonesia and the National
Council for Maubere Resistance, which
groups all Timorese independentist forces,
have been engaged in a prolonged dispute on
the question of the autonomy of East
Timor.
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"As long as the East Timorese do not exercise the right of self-determination, the
problem will remain," said a Portuguese
foreign ministry official, who charged that
"The East Timorese culture and religion are
being suppressed by the Indonesian authorities".
In defence, an Indonesian diplomat said
that Jakarta was doing its part in trying to
reach a solution.
"Part of the confidence building measures
which we have agreed with Portugal, have
been implemented. Like having the visits of
foreign journalists and members of the
European parliament, and exchange of visits
between East Timorese from Indonesia and
those from Portugal," the diplomat said.
Last month a group of 23 East Timorese
from Portugal visited relatives in the former
Portuguese colony and next week a group of
50 East Timorese from Indonesia will visit
Lisbon. In Indonesia as well as in Portugal
friendship associations have also been set
up.
Still the scars run deep, not only from the
killings of 1976, but the massacre in the East
Timor capital Dili in November 1991, when
the Indonesian army opened fire on mourners in a funeral procession paying their last
respects to a East Timorese student who
died in police custody. Disputed figures on
the death toll from the incident range from
50 to 200.
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Introduction
1. At its forty-ninth session the Commission on Human Rights adopted resolution 1993/97, entitled "Situation in East
Timor", in which inter alia, it urged the government of Indonesia to invite the Special
Rapporteur on the question of torture, the
Special Rapporteur on the extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions, the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances to visit East Timor and to
facilitate the discharge of their mandates
(para. 9), and decided to consider the situation in East Timor at its fiftieth session on
the basis of the reports of the Special Rapporteurs and Working Groups and that of
the Secretary-General, which would include
an analytical compilation of all information
received from, among others, Governments
and intergovernmental and non- governmental organizations (para. 12).
2. On 26 August 1993 the SecretaryGeneral transmitted the aforementioned
resolution to the Government of Indonesia,
requesting it to inform him of the steps it
envisaged taking in implementing the relevant provisions of the resolution. To date
no reply has been received from the government.
3. The present report has been prepared
in compliance with the request made to the
Secretary-General contained
in the above-mentioned resolution. It
contains an update on the good offices activities of the Secretary-General and information on actions taken by thematic Special
Rapporteurs and Working Groups of the
Commission on Human Rights whose mandates have a bearing on the situation in East
Timor. In addition the report has three annexes containing information received from
the Government of Indonesia, the Government of Portugal, and from nongovernmental sources, respectively.
4. The attention of the Commission on
Human Rights is also drawn to the note by
the Secretariat on the situation in East
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Timor, dated 26 July 1993, which was
placed before the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities at its forty-fifth session
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/14), and to the progress
report of the Secretary-General on the
Question or East Timor, dated 20 September 1993, submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth session (A/48/418).
I. UPDATE ON THE GOOD OFFICES
ACTIVITIES OF THE SECRETARYGENERAL CONCERNING THE
QUESTION OF EAST TIMOR
5. Since the last report to the Commission, the dialogue between Indonesia and
Portugal under the auspices of the Secretary-General has continued. The SecretaryGeneral held two rounds of talks with the
Foreign Ministers of the two countries, the
first on 21 April 1993 in Rome, and the
second on 17 September in New York. In
the same context the Secretary-General's
Senior Political Advisor, Mr. Alvaro de
Soto, has held a number of meetings with
the Permanent Representatives of the two
sides in New York. In addition, Mr. de Soto
and other United Nations officials have held
consultations with representatives of various East Timorese political organizations
with a view to taking their opinion into
account. The Secretary-General plans hold
another round of meetings with the two
Foreign Ministers on 6 May 1994, in Geneva.
6. Given the differences between the two
Governments regarding the status of East
Timor, the talks have focused up to now on
a search for possible confidence- building
measures that could be undertaken by Indonesia and Portugal with a view to creating a
more conducive atmosphere for a discussion
at a later stage of the core issues concerning
the political future of East Timor.
7. As was reported by the SecretaryGeneral to the General Assembly last September (A/48/418), the last round of ministerial talks produced a number of points of
agreement, contained in a statement issued
by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
on 17 September 1993 (SG/SM/5095), on
which the Secretary-General hopes to build
and make progress in the months ahead.
Inter alia, the Ministers concurred at the 17
September meeting on the importance of the
promotion of respect for human rights in all
their indivisible aspects (civil, political,
economic, social and cultural) and fundamental freedoms in East Timor, and on the
need to create a favorable and nonconfrontational atmosphere in order to allow
effective progress towards a settlement of
the question. They also reaffirmed the importance of the implementation of the recommendations contained in the consensus
statement of the Chairman of the Commis-

sion on Human Rights of 4 March 1992, and
the need for further facilitating access to
East Timor, inter alia, by United Nations
and humanitarian and human rights organizations. In addition, they agreed to continue to
promote a balanced exchange of visits by
journalists and personalities from their respective countries. The Secretary-General
for his part reiterated his intention to continue to follow closely the human rights
situation in East Timor in the spirit of the
1992 consensus statement issued by the
Chairman of the Commission on Human
Rights. The Ministers noted the SecretaryGeneral's intention to carry out contacts as
he deemed useful in his efforts to assist in
the solution of the question.
8. In order to take maximum advantage of
this modest first step and spur the negotiating process, the Secretary-General will dispatch a representative to Portugal, Indonesia
and East Timor, among other places, to
consult, during a period of approximately
two weeks beginning on 13 January 1994,
with the two Governments concerned, and
to maintain contacts with various trends of
political opinion among the East Timorese.
9. In April 1993, the Secretary-General
dispatched Mr. S. Amos Wako, the Attorney-General of Kenya, as his Personal Envoy on a second visit to Indonesia and East
Timor. The purpose of Mr. Wako's visit
was to conduct a follow-up of the implementation of the recommendations which he
had submitted to the Secretary-General
subsequent to his first visit in February
1992 in connection with the tragic incident
which took place at the Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili on 12 November 1991. He was
also charged by the Secretary-General to
provide him with an overall confidential
assessment of the human rights situation in
East Timor.
10. Mr. Wako's visit took place from 3 to
8 April 1993, following which he reported
to the Secretary-General on his findings and
submitted his recommendations to him on
how the human rights situation in East
Timor could be improved In addition to
holding extensive discussions with the Indonesian authorities at the central government
and local levels, Mr. Wako was able to meet
with a number of East Timorese, including
the Bishop of Dili, and various individuals
who were either in detention or had been
released from detention. Among them were
Jose "Xanana" Gusmão, the detained leader
of the armed wing of the Frente Revolucionaria de Timor Leste Independente
(FRETILIN), with whom Mr. Wako met in
complete privacy, and a number of young
East Timorese convicted for their alleged
part in organizing the November 1991 demonstrations. He also consulted several hu-
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man rights activists and representatives of
non-governmental organizations.
11. The Secretary-General notified the
Government of Indonesia as well as the
Government of Portugal on the substance of
the Personal Envoy's conclusions and recommendations. The Indonesian Government
has since provided the Secretary-General
with its reaction to Mr. Wako's conclusions
and recommendations, providing clarifications on those aspects which in its view
lacked in accuracy. In addition, the Government has kept the Secretary-General informed on new developments regarding
persons missing after the 12 November
1991 shooting of demonstrators in Dili. By
the Government's reckoning, the number of
persons unaccounted for from that incident
now stands at 56.
12. The fate and the conditions of detention of Mr. "Xanana" Gusmão has been a
matter of some international concern. The
Secretary-General continues to follow Mr.
Gusmão’s situation closely. In addition to
the meeting which his Personal Envoy had
with Mr. Gusmão in April 1993, an observer from the United Nations Secretariat
attended the final stages of Mr. Gusmão’s
trial in May 1993. Mr. Gusmão was found
guilty of committing an act to overthrow the
Government, rebellion against the Government, conspiracy in an act to overthrow the
Government, and the illegal possession of
firearms, and was sentenced to life imprisonment on 21 May 1993. In August 1993,
that sentence was reduced to 20 years by
President Suharto. Mr. Gusmão is now
serving his term in a prison in Jakarta.
II. ACTIONS TAKEN BY SPECIAL
RAPPORTEURS AND WORKING
GROUPS OF THE COMMISSION ON
HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNING EAST
TIMOR
A. Action taken by the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture
13. Information regarding the action taken
by the Special Rapporteur on the question
of torture with regard to East Timor is described in detail in chapter II of the report of
the Special Rapporteur to the Commission
(see E/CN.4/1994/31, paras. 325 to 343).
14. During 1993 the Special Rapporteur
sent four urgent appeals to the Government
on behalf of 54 East Timorese detainees,
with regard to whom fears were expressed
that they might be subjected to torture while
in detention. With regard to one case the
Government replied that the person in a
question had never been arrested, detained,
or subjected to any harassment.
B. Action taken be the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions
15. Information regarding the action taken
by the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
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summary or arbitrary executions with regard
to East Timor is described in detail in chapter IV of the report of the Special Rapporteur to the Commission (see E/CN.4/1994/7,
paras. 343-356).
16. According to information received by
the Special Rapporteur during the period
under consideration, a summary of which
had been transmitted to the Government of
Indonesia, "East Timor continued to be
particularly affected by violations of the
right to life perpetrated by the Indonesian
security forces. At least 40 persons were
said to have been extrajudicially executed by
members of the security forces in 1992." It
was further reported to the Special Rapporteur that "the whereabouts of more than 200
persons who allegedly disappeared after the
killing of more than 50 persons on 12 November 1991 at Santa Cruz were reportedly
not known at the end of 1992. Many of
them were feared to have been killed and
buried in anonymous graves outside Dili or
thrown into the sea." According to several
reports submitted to the Special Rapporteur, "the perpetrators of human rights violations enjoyed virtual impunity. With very
few exceptions, those responsible for
unlawful killings or disappearances were not
prosecuted or convicted. None of the 10
members of the security forces tried before a
military tribunal in connection with the
November 1991 killings at Santa Cruz was
charged with murder; all reportedly received
only light sentences for disciplinary offenses. The establishment, in August 1992,
of a human rights committee by some members of the Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat and
the announcement, in January 1993, by
President Suharto of plans to establish an
independent national human rights commission in the near future were reported as
positive steps towards increased protection
of human rights." However, at the time of
the preparation of the present report, the
Special Rapporteur had not received any
detailed information about the working of
these institutions.
C. Action taken by the Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention
17. Information regarding the action taken
by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention with regard to East Timor is described
in annex II of its report to the Commission
(see E/CN.4/1994/27, annex II, Decision No.
36/1993). Since the mandate of the Working
Group is to investigate cases of detention
imposed arbitrarily, the Working Group
could examine the situation in East Timor
only in the context of individual cases of
detention of East Timorese persons which
were submitted to it. It did so regarding the
case of Fernando de Araújo, an East
Timorese arrested in Bali who was accused,
and convicted, of masterminding a demon-
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stration in Jakarta to protest against the
killings of demonstrators by Indonesian
troops on 12 November 1991 at the Santa
Cruz cemetery in Dili, East Timor. Mr.
Araújo was sentenced to nine years' imprisonment. The Working Group decided that
his arrest and continued detention upon
conviction were arbitrary.
18. In addition to that decision, the
Chairman of the Working Group addressed
an urgent appeal to the Government on
Indonesia on 9 March 1993 concerning the
case of an East Timorese named Saturnino
da Costa Belo, from Dili, who was serving a
prison term of nine years for his involvement in the demonstration which took place
at the Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili on 12
November 1991. The urgent appeal was
prompted by an incident which occurred on
4 March 1993 when Mr. da Costa Belo
appeared at the trial of Xanana Gusmão, as
a witness for the prosecution. He reportedly
shouted pro-Fretilin slogans, causing the
hearing to be interrupted. When the hearing
resumed one hour later, an army doctor
reportedly testified later that da Costa Belo
was not fit to continue, and since then no
news were received about his fate.
19. A reply was received from the Indonesian Government affirming that da Costa
Belo was not forced to appear as a witness
for the prosecution in Gusmão’s trial, and
assuring the Working Group that his life
was in no danger whatsoever, that he was
not being ill-treated in any way and that he
had been taken back to Baucau prison where
he continued to serve his sentence.
D. Action taken by the Working Group
on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances
20. Information regarding the action taken
by the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances with regard to
East Timor is described in detail in chapter
II of the Working Group's report to the
Commission (see E/CN.4/1994/26, paras.
260, 261 and 269). During 1993 the Working Group transmitted to the Government of
Indonesia, under the urgent action procedure, 17 newly reported cases of disappearances concerning persons who had reportedly been arrested in Dili, East Timor, in
1992, without warrant and who were said to
be held incommunicado. Reportedly, security officials had denied that the persons
concerned had been detained.
21. While the Government of Indonesia
in a letter dated 5 November 1993, provided
information on 20 cases of disappearances
previously transmitted by the Working
Group, it did not reply on the abovementioned 17 cases.
Annex I
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE
INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT

A statement was made by the observer
for Indonesia at the forty-fifth session of
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,
under item 6 of the agenda (see
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/SR.15/Add. 1).
By letter dated 21 September 1993 the
Charge d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent M ission of the Republic of Indonesia to the
United Nations Office at Geneva transmitted to the Assistant Secretary-General for
Human Rights a letter dated 13 September
1993 addressed to the Secretary-General by
the Indonesian Minister for Foreign Affairs,
reading as follows:
"Following my letter of September 2,
1992 regarding the number of persons unaccounted for after the November 12, 1991
incident, I now have the honour to further
inform Your Excellency that the Armed
Forces Commander has submitted a second
report to the President of Indonesia on the
result of the search for persons missing after
that tragic incident.
"As I stated in my previous letter of September 2, 1992 the number of missing persons stood at 66. Since that time, the Government of Indonesia has conducted an even
more intensive search for these missing persons utilizing not only the security apparatus but also the personnel of the Provincial
Administration, civic and social institutions
and community leaders as well as the people
in general. The names of those reported as
missing were also disseminated among the
people in the hope that feedback on their
whereabouts would be generated. We also
asked those who had been earlier reported as
missing but who had returned to their homes
to help in the search for their missing companions. This intensive effort has yielded
the following results.
"On November 5, 1992 one of the persons considered missing, Alfonso Mario,
was found at his house. He had been identified as one of those who instigated the demonstrations on the day of the Dili incident.
After he was interviewed, Alfonso Mario
was released and he later rejoined his family.
"On May 14, 1993, another person who
had been involved in the incident and had
been considered missing, Januario da Conceição, gave himself up to the authorities
and after some questioning he was released
and he returned home on 24 May 1993.
"It should be noted that in July 1992,
four bodies were found outside Dili but it
could not be ascertained if these were the
remains of persons considered missing after
the Dili incident.
"It should also be noted that one of the
instigators of the November 12 demonstration, Constâncio Pinto, has fled the country.
"On 23 of June 1993 four East Timorese
youths sought asylum in the Embassy of
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Finland and another three in the Swedish
Embassy in Jakarta. They finally left the
Embassies after their requests for asylum
were refused. After some checking, strong
indications were found that two of them,
Profirio da Costa de Oliveira and
Clementino Faria, were part of the group of
persons hitherto unaccounted for. Thus,
taking into account the results of this latest
search effort, it may now be assumed that
there remain only 57 persons unaccounted
for.
"Based on the information so far obtained, it is clear that the Armed Forces, the
Provincial Administration, the Indonesian
National Red Cross, community and church
leaders including the Bishop of Dili, as well
as the people in general, have conducted a
thorough search for the persons unaccounted for after the Dill incident. It is
therefore reasonable to assume that a further
search would not yield additional information. It is possible that those still considered
missing have fled to the woods, or gone into
hiding or are unwilling to report their whereabouts. They may even have fled the country.
"Should there be any more of those persons considered missing who would turn up
in the future, it is the policy of the Government of Indonesia that they will be treated
in the same manner in which Alfonso Mario
and Januario da Conceição were treated.
Their cases would be expeditiously and
humanely processed and then they would be
sent back to their homes and families as
soon as feasible.
"We believe, however, that the Government of Indonesia has done all that is possible to locate those persons unaccounted for
after the tragic Dili incident.
"I do hope, Mr. Secretary-General, that
this further information will be helpful to
you in your continuing efforts to find a
solution to the East Timor question."
By letter dated 18 October 1993 the
Permanent Representative of the Republic
of Indonesia to the United Nations Office at
Geneva transmitted to the Special Procedures Branch of the Centre for Human
Rights a Timorese detainees who were
granted clemency and remission:
LIST OF EAST TIMORESE
DETAINEES WHO WERE GRANTED
CLEMENCY AND REMISSION
No.&&NAME&&SENTENCED
TO&&COMMUTED TO 1.&&Jose Alexandre Xanana GUSMAO&&life imprisonment&&20 years 2.&&Bonifacio
PEREIRA&&6 years' imprisonment&&4
years 3.&&Carlos dos Santos LEMOS&&8
years' imprisonment&&6 years
No.&&NAME&&SENTENCED
TO&&COMMUTED TO 1.&&Luis Maria
Da SILVA&&10 years&&6 months

2.&&Felis Mina DOS SANTOS&&5
years&&2 months * 3.&&Amaro de
ARAUJO&&3 years 10 months&&2
months * 4.&&Bonafacio Magno
PEREIRA&&6 years&&2 months
5.&&Carlos dos Santos LEMOS&&8
years&&2 months 6.&&Alfonso
RANGEL&&5 years&&1 month*
7.&&Albino LOURDES&&17 years&&6
months * 8.&&Marito alias Mario
MICILANDORES 17 years&&6 months *
* Remission will still be given every year
to each detainee.
** Released on 17 August 1993.
By letter dated 1 December 1993 the
Permanent Representative of the Republic
of Indonesia to the United Nations Office at
Geneva transmitted to the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights a letter,
dated 29 November 1993, which the Indonesian Minister for Foreign Affairs had
addressed to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, reading as follows:
"Pursuant to my letter of 1 September
1993 regarding the number of people
remaining unaccounted for after the incident
of 12 November 1991 in Dili, East Timor, I
have the honor to further inform Your Excellency that on 15 September 1993, one Antoni Lay, also known as Tonie, 29, previously listed as unaccounted for, reported to
the authorities in East Timor.
"An employee of CV Ainaro Karya,
Ainaro Atas Village, RT-l, Ainaro SubDistrict, Antoni Lay reported of his own
free will after learning that persons previously unaccounted for but who had reported
to the authorities were treated well and returned promptly to their families.
"With this report, the number of those
unaccounted for is now down to 56.
"I do hope, Mr. Secretary-General, that
this further information will be helpful to
you in your continuing efforts to find a
solution to the East Timor question."
Annex II
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE
GOVERNMENT OF PORTUGAL
On 28 July 1993 the Charge d'affaires a.i.
of the Permanent Mission of Portugal to the
United Nations addressed a letter to the
Secretary-General which was circulated to
the General Assembly as document
A/48/282.
By note verbale dated 13 August 1993
the Permanent Mission of Portugal w the
United Nations-Office at Geneva transmitted to the Centre for Human Rights the text
of a statement made by the observer for
Portugal at the forty-fifth session of the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,
under item 6 of the agenda (see
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/SR.15/Add.1), as well as
aide memoire dated 2 August 1993 on the
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situation in East Timor. The text of the aide
memoire reads as follows:
"Situation in East Timor
1. In adopting resolution 1992/20, in August 1992, the Sub-Commission for the
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection
of Minorities decided (para. 9) to review the
situation in East Timor at its forty-fifth
session.
2. Resolution 1992/20 was adopted following the approval, on 4 March 1992, by
the Commission on Human Rights of a consensus statement by its presidency regarding the human rights situation in the territory especially in the aftermath of the brutal
killing of a large number of East Timorese in
Dili, on 12 November 1991, by Indonesian
troops. It left no doubt on the SubCommission's negative assessment of the
way the Indonesian authorities were complying with the provisions of a consensus
statement [to which] they had subscribed,
as a member of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.
The Sub-Commission expressed its utmost concern at reports of continuing widespread human rights violations in East
Timor and urged the Indonesian authorities
to honor their commitments by carrying out
the provisions of the consensus statement
and the recommendations of the Special
Rapporteur on the question of torture, following his visit to Indonesia and East
Timor, in November 1991.
3. The disappointment at Indonesia's lack
of effective compliance with what it had
negotiated and agreed to within the Commission also clearly reflected at the latter's
forty-ninth session leading to the adoption,
by 22 votes in favor, 12 against and 15 abstentions, of resolution 1993/97 on the
situation in East Timor. It was the first to
be adopted in 10 years concerning this subject, in a clear demonstration of the international community's growing concern with
the gravity of the human rights situation
prevailing in the territory, as well as the
with the lack of appropriate action on the
part of Indonesia to improve it.
4. In fact, resolution 1993/97 retained
most of the provisions included in the previous consensus statement of the Commission. It is noteworthy to pass briefly in
review the main points contemplated in the
resolution and to compare it with the reality
in the territory, having in mind Indonesia's
assertions that it was abiding by most of
them:
4.1 Resolution 1993/97 affirmed that the
Commission on Human Rights was gravely
concerned at continuing allegations of serious human rights violations in East Timor.
Reports thereon were submitted to it by the
Special Rapporteur on the question of torture, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
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summary and arbitrary executions and the
Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances. Indonesia has been
requested by the Commission, in March
1992, to take action in order to improve the
human rights observance in the territory.
But reports coming from different
sources converge in denouncing that the
situation has known no significant improvement, in spite of all the pledges made
by the Indonesian authorities. Extrajudicial
executions (40 in 1992, in East Timor, according to Amnesty International); "disappearances", routine torture and ill-treatment
of political prisoners and arbitrary arrests
have continued unabated. Amnesty International states that "there has been no fundamental change in the Government's repressive posture toward political dissidents, and
that basic human rights continue to be violated in the name of national security, stability and order".
Monsignor Belo, the apostolic administrator of Dili, said to the New York Times,
as recently 24 April 1993, that "people are
living in fear in East Timor", adding that
they lack the freedom to speak, to walk to
where they want and to have different opinions. He charged the occupation forces with
having executed several people hours after
they were captured alive at the Santa Cruz
cemetery, on 12 November 1991. He said
that all the political prisoners were tortured
in the Dili prisons (often tied up and dunked
in tubs of water until they nearly drowned,
burned with cigarettes and subjected to
mock executions, he added).
In an ominous sign for the days to come,
General Theo Syafei, a top military official
responsible for the occupied territory,
threatened, during a speech delivered on 21
July 1993, that the Indonesian armed forces
will not hesitate in "crushing" and "separatist" activity in East Timor. This is the same
General Syafei who had declared that if he
were he in charge of the military commandment in Dili on 12 November 1991, the
number of casualties would then certainly
have been much higher.
4.2 No further investigative action whatsoever was reported into the circumstances
surrounding the 12 November 1991 massive
killing of civilians by the Indonesian security forces, as well as into the latters' actions
in this connection, including identification of
all those responsible for them. The final
report of the commission of inquiry set up
by the Indonesian Government was never
rendered public.
4.3 More than one and a half years after
the Santa Cruz tragedy, the lack of information about the number of people actually
killed persists. No names were ever released
and the mourning families are still to be
informed of their burial places.
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4.4 The Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances transmitted to
the Indonesian government, in November
1992, a list with the names of 207 persons
believed to have "disappeared" at the time
of Santa Cruz killing. The Indonesian authorities (who put the official figure of the
people still unaccounted for at 66) not only
failed to provide, so far, any information
about their fate but also had to admit that
only two of the sixty-six still officially
missing had been found, in spite of all the
efforts made. This was publicly stated, on
12 July 1993, by the Indonesian armed
forces spokesman, General Syarwan Hamid.
4.5 Resolution 1993/97 referred also to
the 13 East Timorese civilians sentenced in
the aftermath of the 12 November shooting
to heavy prison terms (including a life imprisonment), without having been indicted
for violent activities. Similarly to the 1992
consensus statement, the Commission called
upon the Indonesian Government to release
them without delay, regretting, on the other
hand, the blatant disparity existing between
these severe sentences and the shootings.
No action in this regard was reportedly
taken by the Indonesian authorities and the
13 East Timorese are still lingering in prison.
4.6 The Government of Indonesia was
also called upon to ensure that all the East
Timorese in custody, including main public
figures, are treated humanely and with their
rights fully respected, that all trials be fair,
just and public, and that the right to proper
legal representation, in accordance with
international humanitarian law, be recognized. In mentioning "main public figures" it
seems clear that the resolution had in mind
the East Timorese resistance leader, Xanana
Gusmão, who had been captured in Dili on
20 November 1992 and whose trial was then
taking place in the territory's capital before
an Indonesian court of law.
After his arrest, Mr. Gusmão was kept
incommunicado during 17 days, after which
he was allowed to be visited once by the
International Committee of the Red Cross.
Against all principles of international humanitarian law, he was exhibited a number
of times in televised "conversations" and
"interviews", carefully watched and censored, in which he reneged on his longstanding convictions expressed "repentance", appealing to his companions in East
Timor to surrender. Indonesia proclaimed
that he would be brought to public trial,
under Indonesian law, indicating its willingness to allow foreign journalists, international observers and diplomats to attend.
Apart from the basic illegitimacy stemming from the fact that Indonesia is illegally
occupying East Timor, in defiance of the
Charter of the United Nations and the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly

and the Security Council, the trial of Xanana
Gusmão (which started on 1 February and
dragged on until 23 May 1993) did not conform to the norms of international humanitarian law nor, ironically, to the Indonesian
Code of Penal Procedure itself. It offered no
guarantee whatsoever of impartiality and
objectivity. Where was the assistance of a
lawyer while he was under interrogation?
Where was the freedom to choose legal
counsel? And where were the defence witnesses, not to mention that those of the
prosecution who testified were detained
people or at the mercy of the Indonesian
authorities. And what about the denial of
the permission to Mr. Gusmão to read his
own defence plea in contravention of Indonesian law? The translations provided by
the court were poor and inaccurate, hindering the defendant's participation in the procedure and the hearing of certain witnesses.
The sentence handed down on Xanana
Gusmão - life imprisonment - was striking
in its iniquity and inhumanity. Mr. Gusmão
was found guilty on charges of "rebellion"
and "separatism" for opposing Indonesia's
rule in East Timor, a rule which is not internationally recognized.
According to Amnesty International,
hundreds or East Timorese were detained
and held incommunicado in the week before
the anniversary of the 12 November killing
and the arrest of Xanana Gusmão. Some of
them were reportedly tortured. Antonio
Gomes de Costa (alias Ma'Huno), another
leader of the East Timorese resistance, captured in early April, has remained practically incommunicado and nothing has been
revealed with regard to his possible trial.
After Mr. Amos Wako, the United Nations Secretary-General's personal envoy,
visited East Timor last April, a number of
detainees, whom he had met at his request,
were transferred to West Timor.
4.7 The Commission on Human Rights
welcomed the greater access to the territory
that had been granted recently by the Indonesian authorities to human rights and humanitarian organizations and called upon
them to expand this access further.
In fact, greater access had been announced and provided, as pointed out earlier, at the beginning of Mr. Gusmão’s trial.
It enabled representatives of Asia Watch
and of the International Commission of
Jurists to attend some sessions of the proceedings. Several Portuguese journalists also
attended several sessions at the outset. But
it is curious to note how the access was
facilitated at the beginning of the trial and
how it was obstructed in its final phase,
when Xanana Gusmão had given clear signals that he was going to denounce the political manipulation of the entire trial and
recant his initial declarations of repentance
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which he considered he had been forced to
make. Immediately, then, difficulties were
raised which prevented, in particular, the
representative of the United Nations, Mr.
Tamrat Samuel, from attending two sessions
of the trial and foreign diplomats from listening to the proceedings that were taking
place in the courtroom.
Access to East Timor remained in fact restricted (Indonesia continues, for instance,
to reject access to the territory by Amnesty
International), making almost impossible the
effective monitoring of human rights. Access
to foreign journalists was tightly circumscribed (A/AC.109/11154, para. 52). Delegations from the European Parliament, the
United States Congress and the Australian
Parliament were refused authorization to
visit East Timor.
More ominously, the International
Committee of the Red Cross (which had
been unable to conduct confidential prison
visits in East Timor during 1992, according
to the same document) was recently forced
to be made public (in May and in June
1993) that the limitations to which its action
had been submitted in East Timor were
preventing the ICRC from carrying out its
visits to political prisoners in the territory.
4.8 The Government of Indonesia was
urged by the Commission on Human Rights
to invite the Special Rapporteur on the
question of torture, the Special Rapporteur
on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention and the Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances to
visit East Timor and to facilitate the discharge of their mandates. So far no invitation
has been addressed to them by Indonesia.
A visit by Mr. S. Amos Wako, personal
envoy of the United Nations SecretaryGeneral, had been previously agreed upon
and took place in April 1993. Mr. Wako
was able to meet with some East Timorese,
including Mr. Xanana Gusmão and other
prisoners. General Syafei said later that he
suspected Mr. Wako to be responsible for
the unexpected about-face of Mr. Gusmão
regarding his political stance at the trial.
This accusation was publicly rejected by the
Secretary-General's spokesman. Mr. Wako's
report has not yet been rendered public.
4.9 The Sub-Commission will take up the
question of East Timor at a special and delicate moment. Indonesia has not made, as it
has been clearly demonstrated, credible signs
of complying with the requests of both the
Commission on Human Rights and the SubCommission, and the overall human rights
situation in East Timor has failed to improve.
As has been the case in the last years, we
believe that the Sub-Commission, in the
light of its responsibilities in this field,

should assess the human rights situation
prevailing in East Timor and take action, as
appropriate, to uphold the human rights and
fundamental freedoms of the people of East
Timor and to underline the need for Indonesia to abide by the relevant resolutions of
the Commission on Human Rights and of
the Sub-Commission itself."
Annex III
Materials provided by non-governmental
sources
During the period covered by the present
report (March 1993 to January 1994) the
three main non-governmental sources of
information on the situation in East Timor
were Asia Watch, the International Commission of Jurists and Amnesty International. Material received from Amnesty
International was partly summarized and
described in the note by the Secretariat on
the situation in East Timor, presented to the
Sub-Commission for the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities at
its forty-fifth session
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/14, paras. 13-14)
A. Information provided by Asia Watch
In April 1993 Asia Watch published an
issue of its publication Asia Watch largely
dedicated to the trial in Dili, East Timor, of
the East Timorese resistance leader Xanana
Gusmão ("Remembering History in East
Timor: The Trial of and a Follow-up to the
Dili Massacre", vol. 5, No. 8). The organization sent an observer to the trial and the
latter was present at one session of the trial,
during which an examination of a witness for
the prosecution took place. The observer
also interviewed judges, prosecutors and
defence attorneys, as well as domestic and
international observers who had attended
previous sessions of the trial. Based principally on information gathered during the
above-mentioned attendance and interviews,
the observer reached findings regarding the
circumstances of Xanana's arrest and detention, the reason why he was not charged
with subversion, the access to and the adequacy of his legal defence, the role of the
interrogation depositions, the significance of
the detained witnesses for the prosecution
and the pace and openness of the trial.
The following are excerpts from Asia
Watch observer's findings:
"Circumstances of arrest and detention
. . . All judges and attorneys for the
prosecution and defence in the Xanana trial
interviewed by the Asia Watch observer
denied any knowledge that family members
of the defendant were being detained.
During the course of the trial, Xanana has
confirmed the testimony of prosecution
witnesses regarding his leadership of the
independence movement and participation
in attacks on ABRI, stating that he accepts
responsibility for the actions of his men.
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Xanana's apparent 'change of heart' about
independence for East Timor, and his behaviour in court, accepting everything that
every prosecution witness said without
comment, prompted much speculation
among domestic and international observers.
many feared the statements made on the
videotape were coerced, and that at a minimum, Xanana was subjected to extreme
psychological pressure, especially as many
family members were in military custody.
The Asia Watch observer spoke to several
people, including both government and nongovernmental representatives, who had had
direct access to Xanana or had observed him
in court; none provided any evidence to
support allegations of physical torture.
Nevertheless, in view of the fact that he was
held incommunicado during the first 17 days
following his arrest, the allegations cannot
be ruled out until Xanana is in a position to
speak freely.
Why not subversion?
The fact that Xanana was charged under
the rebellion and secession provisions of the
Criminal Code rather than the antisubversion law more commonly used against
political detainees is being interpreted by
some observers as a positive development.
It shows, they say, that the Indonesian
Government is increasingly sensitive to
domestic and international criticism of the
anti-subversion law as too broadly worded,
too indiscriminately applied, and too lacking
in basic safeguards against abuse of those
detained under it. (Suspected subversives
are usually held in military, rather than police custody before trial and there are no set
limits on pretrial detention, for example.) . .
.
. . . A senior official of the prosecutor's
office in Dili dismissed the 'open' versus
'underground' explanation for the lack of
subversion charges against Xanana, and
explained that the choice was purely a question of available evidence. Subversion
charges, he explained, are used when prosecutors do not have sufficient evidence to
meet the stricter requirements of criminal
law, or when it is necessary to detain a suspect when authorities need time to determine his or her position in a clandestine
organization. In Xanana's case, since there
was sufficient evidence to bring charges
without relying on the broad and vague provisions of the subversion law, it was deemed
unnecessary. The fact that a prosecutor
admitted the standards of evidence are low
in subversion cases should be additional
reason to dispense with it in the interests of
justice.
Access to and adequacy of legal defence
Four days after Xanana's arrest, the Indonesian Legal Aid Institute (Yayasan Lembaga Bantuan Hukum Indonesia or YLBHI)
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sent a letter to General Try Sutrisno, then
Commander of the Indonesian Armed
Forces, now Vice President of Indonesia,
that called on the military to respect the
provisions of the Indonesian Criminal Procedure Code (Kitab Undanq-Undanq Hukum Acara Pidana or KUHAP) during
Xanana's interrogation. In particular, the
letter stressed, the suspect should be entitled to counsel of his own choosing. YLBHI
subsequently received oral, and later written, power of attorney from members of
Xanana's family in Australia to represent
him. According YLBHI attorneys, in such
circumstances police officials are required
by law to allow prospective legal counsel
access to the detainee. The Criminal Procedure Code provides for the right to contact
counsel and the right to be provided counsel
when the charge carries a penalty of at least
15 years or death.
YLBHI requested permission from the
officials at police headquarters in Jakarta on
17 December 1992 to meet with their prospective client, but were refused by Police
Colonel Ahwil Lutan (head of police intelligence, Kasubdit Reserse Polri) on the
grounds that Xanana had already chosen a
lawyer. Denied direct access to Xanana,
YLBHI attorneys sent a letter to Xanana
dated 18 December in care of police officials. Two weeks later, Colonel Ahwil produced a three-sentence handwritten letter
purportedly from Xanana dated 30 December, thanking YLBHI for their offer of assistance, but stating that he would not be needing their services, with no further explanation. The police also provided a translation
of the letter into Indonesian. Government
officials claim that Xanana himself decided
that he did not want YLBHI's services, and
that by respecting his wishes not to meet
with YLBHI, officials were honoring his
'rights'.
In the meantime, Colonel Ahwil had allowed his friend Sudjono, a prominent Jakarta attorney, to meet with Xanana in midDecember. According to Sudjono, Xanana
had previously stated that he did not need
legal representation until the trial itself, but
that Sudjono was able to win his confidence
over the course of four meetings in December and January. On 26 January 1993 Sudjono was officially appointed to represent
Xanana.
Sudjono's appointment to defend Xanana
provoked controversy in the Indonesian
legal community. In interviews, Sudjono
stresses his leadership role in and support
from the Indonesian Bar Association
(IKADIN), yet several leaders of IKADIN
privately expressed grave doubts about the
circumstances and ethics of his selection.
Sudjono's friendly relations with the police
and prosecutors, his secretiveness during the
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period following his first meeting with the
defendant in mid-December through the
announcement of his selection at the end of
January, and his failure to cooperate with
YLBHI were all cited as cause for concern.
An interview Sudjono gave to a Jakarta
magazine was revealing in its details on how
he was given the case. Colonel Ahwil had
been Sudjono's student at Pancasila University in Jakarta and they were close friends.
When Sudjono saw Colonel Ahwil on television, accompanying the ICRC to see
Xanana, he rang him up, and Colonel Ahwil
said, 'How would you like to handle the
Xanana case?' Sudjono said it would be difficult, but Ahwil pressed him. Sudjono wavered, but he ran into a prosecutor who also
urged him to take the case, and then Colonel
Ahwil rang him again. He finally agreed to
take it. (This was all presumably done
without consultation with Xanana.) When
the interviewer said, 'You're known as a
lawyer famous for being close to the police
and bureaucracy,' Sudjono responded,
'What's wrong with that? Why should they
be my enemy? Hey, that's how I make my
living.' Sudjono later said the magazines
article was factually correct but he was unhappy with the way he was portrayed.
In an interview with the Asia Watch observer, Sudjono admitted that he had not
inquired into the circumstances of Xanana's
arrest and initial detention, even though the
questioning resulting in the defendant's interrogation deposition (Berita Acara Pemeriksaan or BAP) was substantially complete by the time of their first meeting. He
stated that he did not feel that his and
Xanana's lack of a common language was a
significant barrier to communication, suggesting that Xanana's ability to speak and
understand Indonesian was improving.
When asked by a journalist whether there
were any cultural obstacles in handling the
case, since Xanana only spoke Portuguese,
Sudjono said, 'I'm used to dealing with foreigners. I once took on the case of a Canadian slapped with a heroin charge.'
As of the date of his interview with the
Asia Watch observer (12 March, six weeks
after the start of the trial), Sudjono admitted
not yet having discussed strategy with his
client. As part of an explanation why he
was unwilling to share copies of the interrogation depositions, Sudjono mentioned that
he was planning to write a book on the trial,
providing support for the contention that
publicity was his primary motivation in
taking on the Xanana defence
In any Indonesian trial, the first chance
that the defence has to object to the charges
brought against the accused is immediately
after the indictment is presented by the
prosecution, when the defence can present a
demurrer called an eksepsi. In political

cases, the eksepsi is used to raise any issues
about violations of the Criminal Procedure
Code in the accused's arrest and detention,
any problems with the jurisdiction of the
court or the application of specific laws
under which the accused is charged.
The eksepsi prepared by Sudjono is an
odd document. It ignores completely, for
example, the violations of the Criminal Procedure Code involved in Xanana's arrest and
that neither family nor counsel was allowed
access to him for more than two weeks after
his arrest. The main argument raised in the
document is that because certain groups in
East Timor never relinquished their desire
for independence, they never acknowledged
the legitimacy of Indonesian courts. The
argument is not couched in terms of Indonesian courts not having jurisdiction over East
Timor in any objective sense, and no international laws or United Nations General
Assembly resolutions on self-determination
are cited. Rather, Sudjono stresses that because Xanana's own organization never perceived Indonesian courts as legitimate on
East Timorese soil, therefore the organization does not consider the courts to have
jurisdiction.
One of the elements of a fair trial is the
adequacy of time for preparation of the
defence. Sudjono's eksepsi is a short document, 9 pages compared with the 36-page
eksepsi that the lawyers of Fernando de
Araújo prepared. Length is not necessarily a
virtue, particularly in legal documents, but
in this case, the eksepsi appears perfunctory. The court, however was not at fault.
In the interview in the magazine Jakarta,
Jakarta, cited above, Sudjono boasts that on
the first day of court, the judges gave him a
week to prepare the eksepsi and he countered with five days. Eventually they agreed
on three, but Sudjono said it was no problem, as he had mastered the issues, and
anyway, the eksepsi was not particularly
important.
Sudjono's closeness to the police and the
lack of effort apparent in the eksepsi raise
concerns about whether in fact he would
have been Xanana's counsel of choice had
Xanana been free to choose. In spite of
these concerns, many observers, including
most government officials and some members of the diplomatic community, praised
Sudjono's defence of Xanana. Sudjono and
his supporters suggest that his motivation
springs from a commitment to the law
(rather than any political motivation), and
stress his willingness to foot the considerable bill for the defence out of his own
pocket. Sudjono has also brought reputable
legal scholars - Dr. Lobby Loekman of the
University of Indonesia in Jakarta and Prof.
J. E. Sahetapy of Airlangga University in
Surabaya - onto his defence team.
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He has also raised serious issues in the
course of his defence. He publicly complained of the difficulty of identifying defence witnesses willing to testify, implying
that they fear for their safety. In an interview with the Asia Watch observer, he explained that several potential witnesses that
he had identified declined, asking 'siapa jamin saya?' ('who will guarantee [my
safety]?'). The new Governor of East
Timor, Abilio Jose Osorio, publicly declined
to serve as a defence witness, and stated
that he would not allow other provincial
government officials to testify. The lack of
security for defence witnesses, and the governor's unilateral prohibition are clearly fair
trial issues, and a commentary on the status
of civil society in East Timor. . . .
The role of the interrogation depositions
The interrogation deposition or berita
acara pemeriksaan (BAP) is the trial document that contains the sworn depositions of
the defendant and witnesses obtained by the
police during interrogation. In the trial of
Xanana and more generally in trials in Indonesia, the BAP serves as a reference for
judges and attorneys for the defence and
prosecution in their examination of witnesses. In the Indonesian justice system,
judges participate in the examination of
witnesses, and lead off the questioning.
During the session of the Xanana trial attended by the Asia Watch observer, judges
prompted and corrected the witness regarding dates and times of events recorded in the
BAP. One judge stated in an interview that
it would be 'impossible' for a witness to
contradict the BAP in court, since both
testimonies are taken under oath. Nevertheless, if lawyers are not present during the
interrogation recorded in the BAP or if the
witness is being held incommunicado, there
is always the possibility that the witnesses
will tell their interrogators what they want
to hear out of fear of the consequences if
they do not.
Heavy reliance on the interrogation depositions is significant since many of the witnesses in the Xanana trial are themselves
detainees (discussed below), and did not
have access to legal counsel at the time of
their interrogation. One witness for the
prosecution, Mariano Da Silva, reportedly
became very confused under questioning in
court related to statements he had made in
the BAP. It became apparent that the witness was illiterate, and was not sufficiently
fluent in the Indonesian language to understand the BAP sworn statement that he had
signed following his interrogation.
At the trial session previous to the one
attended by the Asia Watch observer, Saturnino da Costa Belo, convicted and sentenced to nine years' imprisonment in connection with the Santa Cruz demonstration,

was brought out as a witness for the prosecution. He entered the courtroom, greeted
Xanana, shouted 'Viva Timor Leste!', and
was hastily removed from the courtroom.
At the next session of the trial, the prosecution produced a letter from a police doctor
stating that Saturnino was unfit to appear in
court due to 'mental instability'. In lieu of
his testimony, the prosecution read into the
record excerpts from his deposition recorded
in the BAP. At the motion of the defence,
the entire statement was deemed to have
been read into the record. In subsequent
interviews, judges stated that this testimony
would be given equal weight to that provided by witnesses in the courtroom. This is
in accordance with the Criminal Procedure
Code, which states that such sworn testimony 'shall be considered equal in value to
the testimony spoken by a witness under
oath at a trial' even though the defence is
precluded from examining such witnesses.
The role of translation is another feature
of the Xanana trial. Two court-appointed
translators have served alternately during
the trial, translating between Indonesian
language and Portuguese or Tetum, the local
Timorese language. Judges encouraged witnesses to speak in Indonesian as much as
possible. During the session attended by the
Asia Watch observer, the translator was
used for communication between the chief
judge and the defendant, but other court
proceedings were not routinely translated.
The defendant had to request that the excerpts from Saturnino's testimony read into
the record be repeated and translated; the
testimony of the session's one witness,
Akuiliong, was not translated. Portuguese
speakers who have attended other sessions
of the trial have noted inaccuracies in the
translation, including a rendering of 'a principio' (in the beginning) as 'secara princip'
(as a principle).
Significance of Detained Witnesses for
the Prosecution
The fact that several of the prosecution
witnesses in the Xanana trial are themselves
detainees raises concern for their safety and
fair trial issues, both for this particular case
and for the Indonesian justice system generally. Of the 30 names provided by ABRI of
persons in military custody in Dili, three
have appeared as witnesses in the Xanana
trial. A fourth was scheduled for the 11
March session, but did not appear. Several
others are reported by other sources to be
detained. Since these detainees are in military custody and hive not been charged with
any crime, officials contend that they are
not entitled to legal counsel. However, it is
likely that these detained witnesses will
eventually be charged with offenses related
to the substance of their testimony in the
Xanana trial.(Asia Watch was told, for ex-
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ample, that a prosecution witness named
Oscar Lima, a businessman suspected of
assisting Fretilin who was arrested in Jakarta on 27 November 1992, would be
brought to trial.) An important weakness in
Criminal Procedure Code is that it fails to
protect witnesses from self-incrimination
through testimony that they are compelled
to give in the trials of others.
Indeed, since the Criminal Procedure
Code does not recognize the right of the
military to arrest or detain civilians, persons
in military custody are easily denied its
procedural protections that do exist. In the
words of a defence attorney, 'kalau di luar
polisi, nqak ada hukumnya' ('If [the detentions] is outside of the police, there is no
law').
Some of the detained witnesses were visited once by the ICRC in December 1992 or
January 1993. Oscar Lima, the businessman
mentioned above, has never been visited.
Indonesian officials gave various explanations for restrictions on ICRC access. The
Minister of Foreign Affairs suggested that
visits were restricted during the Muslim
fasting month, which lasted from late February to late March in 1993. A senior military
official suggested that the ICRC was being
punished for violating the terms of its
agreement with the Indonesian Government,
but did not offer any evidence to substantiate the charge. Other military officials stated
that the ICRC would not be allowed to visit
these detainees while the trial was ongoing,
although there is no known basis for such a
restriction in law or policy. Indeed, while
the trial is under way is precisely the time
when access is most critical, given the detainees' vulnerability to pressure attempting
to influence courtroom testimony.
While many of the detained witnesses
were arrested in late 1992 around the time of
Xanana's arrest, one witness, Jose da Costa
(Mau Hudu, an assistant to Xanana), has
been in custody since 23 January 1992.
Observers who attended the 22 February
1993 session of trial at which he testified
described the witness as appearing weak and
fragile. Although he bore no visible signs of
mistreatment, his appearance was contrasted to the more robust demeanour of
Xanana.
The Asia Watch observer questioned
judges and prosecutors in the Xanana case
regarding the status of testimony of detained
witnesses. Might their testimony be affected by the fact that they are in custody
and potentially subject to coercion, and/or
the fact that they themselves are likely to be
subsequently charged and brought to trial on
charges related to their testimony in the
current case? Incredibly, the judges and
prosecutors involved in the Xanana trial
denied knowledge of the witnesses' status as
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detainees. Further, they stated that it was
not their responsibility to know whether or
not witnesses were detainees, and that detainee status would not influence the weight
given to their testimony. Judges went on to
say that even if they were to suspect that a
witness was in detention and perhaps subject to mistreatment, it would be inappropriate for a judge to take the initiative to
investigate unless a specific complaint were
lodged by the detainee, legal counsel, or a
family member. Two judges reported that
while allegations of torture in custody had
been raised by defendants on several occasions during their careers, the defendant had
always withdrawn the charges when faced
with the accused official. Their conclusion
was that the allegations were thus demonstrated to be false.
Concerns have also arisen regarding the
vulnerability to coercion of witnesses who
are serving sentences resulting from prior
convictions. Following the brief court appearance of Saturnino da Costa Belo, the
witness who shouted out 'Viva Timor
Leste!' on 4 March, it was reported that
access to him and other convicted prisoners,
including Gregorio Da Cunha Saldanha and
Francisco Miranda Branco, had been restricted. Gregorio and Francisco were convicted of subversion in earlier trials stemming from the Santa Cruz demonstration,
and had been included on the prosecution's
list of prospective witnesses in the Xanana
trial. As to the visit of the Asia Watch observer, they had not yet testified, but were
expected to appear on 18 March. As of midApril, they had yet to appear.
Openness of the Trial
The Xanana trial has been open to international observers from Asia Watch, the
International Commission of Jurists, and
members of the diplomatic community.
Representatives of the domestic and international press, including journalists from Portugal, have also been allowed to attend the
trial, and a journalist from the Australian
Broadcasting Company was even allowed to
film proceedings in the courtroom. It is thus
the most closely monitored trial of any Indonesian political trial in recent memory. If
the Indonesian Government's decision to
open its legal system to close scrutiny of
this kind is a precedent, it is unquestionably
a welcome one.
Access provided to international observers and the press has not been unrestricted,
however. A request from Amnesty International to send an observer to Dili to observe
the trial was denied. The Asia Watch observer's time in Dili was limited to six days
(rather than the ten days requested), thus
limiting attendance at the trial to only one
court session. Outside of the courtroom, the
Asia Watch observer was under surveillance
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by military intelligence, and was accompanied at all times by a representative of the
Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Indonesian journalists are limited to one per
news organization, and have to present their
credentials one day in advance. The trial has
received extensive coverage in the new local
newspaper in Dili, Suara Timor Timor
(STT). An observer reported that journalists
leaving the courtroom on 4 March were
warned not to cover the incident of the witness shouting 'Viva Timor Leste'; an article
in the next day's STT mentioned a 'small
incident' in which the witness yelled out,
but did not report what was said.
Access to court documents is a critical
factor influencing the quality of trial observation. Copies of the indictment (surat
dakwaan), demurrer (eksepsi), and the
prosecution's response to the demurrer were
easily obtainable from the diplomatic community in Jakarta. The indictment had also
been serialized in Suara Timor Timor in
early February. No officials of the court
were willing to provide a copy of the Berita
Acara Pemeriksaan (BAP) to the Asia
Watch observer, although judges and prosecution officials suggested that Xanana's
defence lawyer could provide access to the
document. As mentioned above, Sudjono
declined to provide a copy of the BAP to
the Asia Watch observer.
The Xanana trial has not been open to
the general public. Persons wishing to attend
court sessions must pass through two
checkpoints at which their names are compared against a prepared list. On 10 March,
at least two Indonesian citizens whose
names were not on the list were turned
away, even though there was room in the
courtroom. Knowledgeable observers indicated that other than members of Xanana's
family, diplomats, international observers,
and the press, the courtroom was filled with
government officials, military intelligence
officers in plainclothes, and informers.
Security in and around the courtroom
was heavy, but not heavy-handed. Some 50
uniformed policemen guarded the exterior
and interior of the courtroom, while plainclothes officers, some wearing sophisticated
communications equipment, assisted in
processing prospective observers. Persons
attending the trial had to exchange their identification cards for a pass, be frisked, and sit
in assigned seats. One observer indicated
that a local taxi driver was sufficiently intimidated so as not to want to drive near the
courthouse."
B. Information Provided by the International Commission of Jurists
Following the trial in Dili, East Timor, of
the East Timorese resistance leader Xanana
Gusmão, the International Commission of
Jurists published a report by Mr. Fredun

De Vitre, an advocate of the High Court in
Bombay, India, who stayed in Dili from 28
February to 5 March 1993, and attended the
trial on 4 March 1993 as an observer on
behalf of the International Commission of
Jurists. The International Commission of
Jurists observer met and interviewed, among
others, lawyers, the chief judge and members of Mr. Gusmão’s family, but was not
permitted to meet the accused or the prosecutors. His conclusions were the following:
"Xanana's trial has ended with the conviction of the accused and imposition of a
life sentence against him. His conviction
appeared to be a foregone conclusion in all
quarters in Jakarta and Dili much before the
actual Court Judgment. So also, there was
near unanimity that Xanana would not be
given the death sentence. The final verdict
has proved the accuracy of these prejudgment expectations.
The ICJ Observer found no evidence of
physical torture of the accused. However, in
several respects, the trial process violated
the accused's rights and was not in conformity with international standards of fair trial
procedure and even breached the safeguards
provided by the Indonesian Code of Criminal Procedure (KUHAP).
The initial infractions of Xanana's rights
related to the days immediately after his
arrest, when no lawyer was allowed to be
present during his interrogation. This was in
clear breach of international standards and of
KUHAP. The story put out by the Indonesian authorities, that Xanana had himself
refused to have lawyers present during his
interrogation, is incredible and lacks conviction.
The appointment of the defence advocate
was another area of concern. Although the
person finally appointed was a senior. experienced criminal lawyer, his admittedly
close links with the top military officers
was disquieting. Doubts remained throughout that Xanana had not voluntarily appointed him
Although access to Dili and to the courtroom for many international observers was
free, the reluctance to permit them access to
court documents, to the accused and to
prosecution counsel was disheartening.
The non-invoking of the Anti-Subversion
Law against Xanana was an encouraging
feature of the trial.
One of the most significant violations of
the accused's rights was the court's refusal
to permit Xanana to read his defence statement, The ICJ has obtained translated excerpts from the 28-page defence statement
that was presented in court on 17 May
1993 by Xanana. After reading the first two
pages the court ordered him to stop. This
violated his rights under KUHAP and was
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not in accordance with internationally accepted fair trial procedures.
Many of the witnesses who deposed for
the prosecution at Xanana's trial are themselves under detention, either after conviction or awaiting trial In either case. doubts
remain that their testimony was not entirely
voluntary. Those still awaiting their own
trial are under a great handicap, as their
statements in Xanana s trial can be used
against them in their own trials. Oscar Lima,
a businessman, faced this dilemma.
Governor Abilio was reported to have
stated that Xanana committed murders and
crimes and must consider himself lucky he
was being tried in Indonesia, a State that
believed in the rule of law. The AttorneyGeneral was reported to have stated just a
few days before the verdict, that the court
was not bound to award only a life sentence
to Xanana as sought by the prosecution and
could award this sentience of death also.
Such statements in the midst of a trial can
legitimately viewed as attempts to interfere
with the trial process and must be avoided."
C. Information provided by Amnesty International
In addition to material received from
Amnesty International and included in SubCommission document E/CN.4/Sub
2/1993/14 (paras 13-14), the organization
also provided the text of a statement made
by its representative on 13 July 1993 to the
United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization. The principal allegations made
were the following:
Since Amnesty international had last addressed the United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization in August 1992 there
had been no fundamental change in the Indonesian Government's repressive posture
towards suspected pro-independence supporters in East Timor. The military authorities allegedly continued to employ any
means. including extrajudicial execution,
disappearances, arbitrary detention and
torture, in the name of maintaining security
and destroying pro-independence groups.
There has been a persistent failure to investigate human rights abuses and bring the
perpetrators to justice.
The vast majority of people arrested in
East Timor were held in arbitrary, unacknowledged detention, frequently incommunicado. The period of detention ranged from
a few hours to several months. Most detainees were allegedly subjected to physical and
psychological abuse before being released
without being charged. Since July 1992 over
400 people had allegedly been detained in.
East Timor either because of their alleged
links to pro-independence groups or because
they were relatives of individuals suspected
of having such links.

Torture of detainees was allegedly widespread; it was used against suspected political opponents, including women, and against
their relatives and in some cases it allegedly
resulted in hospitalization or even death.
There were reports of people being arrested and subsequently banished to various
regions of East Timor.
There were reports of dozens of new
"disappearances" in East Timor since the
Santa Cruz cemetery killings in Dili in November 1991. There were also reports of at
least 45 extrajudicial executions in the 18
months since November 1991. The reports,
although difficult to confirm, suggested,
according to Amnesty International that
unlawful killing by Indonesian forces persisted in East Timor.

LOPES DA CRUZ ATTACKED
Radio Netherlands, 10 May 1994. By Jill
Jolliffe. Abridged
(Lisbon) East Timorese official, Francisco Lopes da Cruz, a special advisor to
President Suharto on East Timor, was today
attacked by angry demonstrators at Lisbon
airport as he arrived leading around 50
Timorese who will make a pilgrimage to the
Catholic shrine of Fatima later this week.
They were met by two groups of
Timorese, one bearing flowers and another
carrying posters with slogans denouncing da
Cruz as a traitor. The demonstrating group
also included Portuguese supporters of independence in East Timor.
As he left the arrival area, he and others
in the group were jostled and pelted with
rotten eggs by demonstrators shouting, 'traitor' and 'murderer'. Da Cruz and a woman
were pushed to the ground. Police arrived
later and escorted the group safely to the
waiting bus.
Da Cruz, former UDT leader who signed
a document declaring East Timor's integration with Indonesia days before Indonesian
troops landed in Dili in 1975 was the
Timorese figure most identified with the
Indonesian invasion.
Since last December, he has led a group
of pro-Indonesian Timorese in talks with
former Fretilin leader, Abilio Araújo. The
two sides who first met in London before
Christmas decided not to discuss the issue
of sovereignty.
The talks were also seen by resistance
supporters as a new Indonesian manoeuvre
to manipulate East Timorese into declaring
support for the occupation of East Timor.
Supporters of Fretilin were divided between the welcoming and attacking groups,
as were members of the UDT. Among the
pilgrims led by da Cruz were Timorese who
have suffered imprisonment for supporting
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the resistance and whose children were victims of the Santa Cruz massacre in November 1991.
The visit to Portugal was organised by
the Catholic church in Dili with a letter from
Bishop Carlos Belo to the Bishop of Leiria,
near Fatima.
Mr Francisco Nicolau, vice-president of
UDT said that while his party opposed
gratuitous violence, the attack was understandable. "Among the group are genuine
pilgrims but there are also traitors and hired
thugs such as Lopes da Cruz. They are not
Timorese, they are Indonesians.
Lopes da Cruz said after the attack that
the visit would continue as scheduled. He
denied it had a political aim though the
group is due to attend a dinner hosted by
right-wing businessman, Manuel Macedo
who supports Portuguese recognition of
Indonesian rule

SAMPAIO REFERS TO
DRAMA OF EAST TIMOR
Publico, 28 April 1994. By Guilherme
Paixao. Translated from Portuguese.
Abridged
(Lisbon) Yesterday, during the opening
speech of the XIV Congress of the World
Federation of United Cities (WFUC), Jorge
Sampaio, Chairman of Lisbon Council, criticised the passiveness of international organisations towards the violation of human
rights occurring in various parts of the
world. Speaking to an audience of 700 delegates from over 50 countries, the councillor
and WFUC leader talked about the "oppression of minorities, sometimes tolerated and
sanctioned by international organisations
themselves, which should be the guarantors
of fundamental freedom, and referred to the
case of East Timor as an example of such.

UNITED CITIES ET
RESOLUTION
14th Congress of the World Federation of
United Cities, April 27-30, 1994
Resolution on East Timor
The XIVth Congress of the World Federation of United Cities expresses its solidarity to the people of East Timor victim of
Indonesian occupation and calls on all governments and the United Nations for the
right to self-determination to be guaranteed
to the people of East Timor.
(Remark: This is the first resolution of
this Federation to date.)
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IRISH PRESS ON MEDIA
RESPONSE TO
AGGRESSION
A major feature on how the media responds
to aggression was carried in today's (May
11) feature section of the Irish Press. I outline below the section on East Timor.
-- Tom Hyland, ETISC
Lead in Serbia....
....... The few token strikes made against
illegal Serb emplacements earlier this year
were a direct result of CNN reports from
Gorazde, which suddenly woke Americans
up to the fact that 200,000 Bosnians had
died at the hands of the Serb empirebuilders.
That same American public will later this
month see the story of how another 200,000
died -- this time in East Timor as a result of
Indonesian expansionism. John Pilger's
Death of a Nation, recently on RTE 1
shows how one third of an island people
perished, their fields whitened from bombs
dropped from British Hawk aircraft.
Asked what he thought of this, the former British Defence Secretary, Alan Clarke,
said in the film that he didn't much care
what one set of foreigners did to another.
That sentence sums up our global predicament. Leaders are indifferent - and people
get to see just what TV producers allow.
Only when television captured the November 1991 massacre in an East Timor graveyard was the public conscience briefly
stirred. Yet the Indonesians continue to
terrorise the Timorese, with tacit support
from western governments.
Pilger's powerful film may compel the
US Congress to ban further arms supplies to
Indonesia.
[The report goes on to Rwanda and
South Africa.]

IRISH CHALLENGE BRITISH
AMBASSADOR TO DEBATE
The Sunday Press May 8 1994
News Digest
The East Timor Ireland Solidarity Campaign have challenged the British Ambassador, Mr. David Blatherwick, to a public
debate on the human rights abuses there.
They claim the British are colluding in genocide in East Timor. Ends.

FORUMS ON EAST TIMOR
BANNED
Green Left #142, May 11, 1994. By Jon
Land
The Indonesian government has clamped
down on the activities of East Timor
solidarity and human rights groups in
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darity and human rights groups in response
to international attention to the plight of the
people there. The release of John Pilger's
film Death Of A Nation and critical studies
by respected Indonesian academic George
Aditjondro have increased solidarity activity
in and outside Indonesia. A seminar planned
for May 4-5, convened by the University of
East Timor in Dili, was prohibited by the
military command. Titled "Sustainable Environmental Development", the seminar was
organised by ELSAM, an Indonesian human
rights organisation which is part of a coalition of NGOs called the Joint Committee
for the Defence of East Timorese. This was
to be the first time that Indonesian NGOs
held such a seminar in Dili.
The banning follows a number of small
protests and actions against the Indonesian
occupation in the presence of foreign journalists touring Timor over the last few
weeks. The tour was organised to show
"economic progress" under Indonesian rule.
Although under strict control and surveillance, several journalists were approached
by members of the resistance movement,
who stressed that little had changed since
the Dili massacre and that the Timorese
people are still determined to win independence.
Another seminar on East Timor held in
Jakarta was broken up by the military on
April 24. More than 50 students and representatives from human rights groups came
to hear George Aditjondro and Timorese
student activist Virgillio da Silva Guterres
(recently released from prison after serving a
sentence for his involvement in demonstrations in Jakarta following the killings in
Santa Cruz cemetery).
Aditjondro spoke of the brutal measures
and corruption of the Indonesian regime
since it had invaded East Timor. He also
detailed the misinformation campaign the
Indonesian government was carrying out claims that Fretilin is a communist front and
that the people of East Timor had asked to
be integrated with Indonesia in 1975.
Guterres described his experiences in the
bush with the resistance movement and the
difficulties they are faced with. He also
stressed the importance of the growing
number of Indonesians opposed to the occupation of East Timor.

INDONESIA ASKS THE
PHILIPPINES TO STOP EAST
TIMOR MEETING
Kyodo News Service, May 10, 1994. Translated from Japanese
Manila -- A spokesperson at the Indonesian Embassy in the Philippines said on
May 10 that the "Asia Pacific Conference

on East Timor," which a private sector organization is holding at the national University of the Philippines from May 31, is "a
meeting that is against the interests of the
Indonesian government and is detrimental to
relations between the two countries" and
that Indonesia was asking the Philippines
government to stop it.
The spokesperson emphasized that East
Timor was Indonesia's twenty-seventh
province and charged that, even though the
conference was privately sponsored, "holding a meeting that slurs the name of East
Timor is an infringement of [Indonesian]
sovereignty."
The spokesperson was "not satisfied" he
(she?) said with the Philippines government's explanation that it couldn't interfere
with academic freedom and freedom of
speech.

AN END TO BLOODY
PROFITS
DEMONSTRATION IN LONDON
AGAINST ARMS SALES TO
INDONESIA
Publico, 27 April 1994. Translated from
Portuguese
About 100 people demonstrated yesterday outside the British Aerospace’s Shareholders' General Meeting. The company
manufactures the Hawk fighter places which
have been sold to the Indonesian Air Force.
The demonstration, organised by several
British human rights groups, was held at the
entrance to the London hotel in which the
shareholders' meeting was being held - by
coincidence it is situated very close to the
Indonesian Embassy.
"An end to profits paid for in blood!"
and "Don't invest in Death!" read the placards carried by the demonstrators, who
shouted "Suharto, Murderer!". A police
cordon outside the hotel entrance was
formed to stop the activists from going inside.
Xanana and Reconciliation
While the demo was taking place in London, Father Constâncio Gusmão and Costa
Belo, two Timorese connected with Abilio
Araújo, and protagonists in the so-called
reconciliation meeting, were making final
preparations before leaving for Jakarta, from
where they intend to travel to Cipinang
prison to meet Xanana Gusmão.
Their idea is to explain in person to the
resistance leader the aims of the "reconciliation process, Abilio Araujo's initiative supported by some Timorese exiles and others
still in Timor who are integrated in the Indonesian administrative apparatus. The
initiative has been strongly opposed by
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sectors of the Resistance, which believe
"reconciliation" to be another strategy by
Jakarta.
Abilio Araujo's two emissaries also want
to go to Dili to meet Ma'Huno and
Ma'Hodu, two other former Resistance
leaders who are now in the hands of the
Indonesians. In statements made yesterday
to TSF, Abilio Araújo said he always considered it essential to inform Xanana about
the aims of "reconciliation", and confirmed
that the mission of Constâncio Gusmão and
Costa Belo had been given the green light by
both Xanana and the Indonesian authorities.
Debate in New York
Timor was also the subject of discussion
in New York, at a debate organised by Columbia University.
Invited to take part in the debate were:
Indonesian journalist Bambang Harymurti,
Washington correspondent for the Jakarta
"Tempo" magazine, US professor John
Bresnan, connected with the East Asia Institute of Columbia University, and New York
journalist Amy Goodman, co-author (with
Allan Nairn) of the report on the massacre
of 12 November that was relayed internationally.

JUST A STONE'S THROW
AWAY, SILENCE ENVELOPED
THEIR HOMELAND, TIMOR
Diario de Noticias, 25 April 1994. By Antonio Sampaio. Translated from Portuguese.
Unabridged
Sydney -- He never dreamt that some
years later he would be leading the struggle
of a people against one of the world's largest
armies. Jose Alexandre Gusmão, Xanana,
was to be an immigrant in Australia for a
only a short time.
The 25 April 1974 had happened in Portugal. With dreams of a new life, in search of
work, and with an adventurous spirit,
Xanana Gusmão, - the chief Timorese resistance leader, who is now forced to relive
these memories in a prison cell in Jakarta came to Darwin, Northern Australia...
It was June, a month after the Timorese
political parties had formed. Xanana Gusmão left his job in the Portuguese Administration, packed his bags and left Timor in
search of a better life in the country which,
ironically, has been the only one until now
to recognise the beginnings of the death of
his own people. Perhaps his dislike of Australia was an omen of what was to come
later. In spite of the Darwin's climate being a
little similar to that of Timor - the tropical
rains and the heat - the beaches, the mountains and the spirit of the Timorese were not
missing. However, realising the excellent
opportunities that the new country offered

him, and seeing that Timor was only a
stone's throw away, Xanana decided to go
back to Dili, pick up his family and emigrate
to Australia. But the political climate prevalent after the 25th April somehow bewitched him, and Jose Alexandre Gusmão
ended up joining the ranks of the ASDT, the
embryonic Fretilin. All this happened at a
time when independence was an ideal very
strongly felt in Timor, and when it was still
easy to travel directly between Dili and
Darwin on a quick flight of just a few hours.
It was this Australian city, less than just
500 kms. south of East Timor, that most
Timorese who went to Australia chose as
their new home. "By stretching your neck a
little, you can almost see Timor", lamented
Joaquim Soares.
Although many Timorese arrived in Australia after the Indonesian invasion, there
were also many who chose to move here
before the fall of the Portuguese dictatorship. The standard of living here was excellent, and the country's doors were open to
large-scale emigration. Keeping in touch
with Timor was easy: there were shortwave radios, bought with the help of many
Australians who had been to Timor, and
who loved the country and its people.
Many of them were World War II veterans,
who owed their lives to the Timorese. The
regular flights there were relatively cheap.
In the final year of East Timor's freedom,
the almost daily contacts helped the
Timorese in Darwin to get news from home.
On 7 December, everything changed. The
same short-wave radios that had helped to
keep people in touch, now brought news of
the invasion. "Many paratroopers are landing .. in Dili .. many soldiers.. " was the first
report to reach Darwin, with gunshots echoing on that fateful 7 December afternoon.
Then came the silence. The broadcasts
became fewer and fewer. The nightmares
started, and with them came the whispered
reports of the murder of their people. In
Canberra they knew all about what was
happening, but nothing would be said, nothing was to reach the ears of the Timorese,
much less the press. The country which had
closed its eyes and ears to Indonesia's entry
into Dili, cut off, definitively, the last link
between Timor and the Timorese in Darwin.
With the aid of the Australian secret agency,
the DSD, as well as the Australian federal
police, all the radios in Darwin were sought
out and confiscated. Some relied on the International Red Cross to find out what was
going on north of Darwin. Timor was enveloped in silence.
Stanislau da Silva was one of the
Timorese who operated such radios in Australia. He was imprisoned for trying to keep
open the only channel of information from
Timor. "I was arrested when I tried to stop
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the police confiscating the radios", he said.
"The Government knew where we were, and
as it did not want any news reaching us
from Timor, they confiscated our radios and
prohibited us from speaking to Timor".
Afonso Domingos arrived in Australia in
late 1973. ... "At the time it was hard to
know what was going on, when the first
boat-loads of refugees arrived in Darwin", he
says.
The first refugees brought with them the
first truths, until then hidden from the
world, from the Timorese, and from the
Australians. The first boat brought
wounded, sick, old and children. Many were
the horrors they told. The reactions of the
refugees were painful, hard to explain.
"Many wanted to go back, to help to defend
the people. Others wanted to stay, and just
thanked God they were out of it and alive",
said a Timorese living in Perth. "The worst
of all was to be alive without knowing.
Without knowing whether our friends and
relatives were still alive ... ".
News suspended
Following 25 November 1975 in Portugal, publication of the Diario de Noticias
was suspended for nearly one month. As a
result, this suspension of news proved to be
another ally of the invaders of East Timor.
Once publication resumed, three weeks
later, after the Indonesian assault, Timor
was still front-page news. The worst slaughter was yet to come.

REHEARSING LOBBYING
TACTICS IN WASHINGTON
Publico, 24 April 1994. By Paulo Moura.
Translated from Portuguese. Summary
Washington -- The Timorese lobby in the
US, East Timor Action Network (ETAN)
launched a campaign in the Congress this
week, in an attempt to introduce legislation
banning arms sales to Indonesia.
The Feingold Amendment stipulates that
before approving any arms sales to Indonesia, Congress would have to be consulted on
the evolution of the human rights situation.
However, attempts to get the Amendment
put onto the statute books have been unsuccessful, and Feingold and the Amendment's
supporters believe it has now missed the
train.
ETAN opted to start from scratch and,
this week, adopted a new strategy. All its
members, scattered throughout the States,
exercised their right to raise a problem or
put forward a request to their representatives, and called Washington to ask for
meetings with dozens of Senators and representatives. Of course, they will probably
not be granted meetings with the Senator
him/herself, but will be received by a mem-
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ber of the Senator's staff, who will then pass
on the relevant information.
The ETAN members managed to set up
30 meetings for Monday alone, with Congress staff working for senators or representatives connected with commissions or
working groups on international affairs. The
aim is to inform senators about East Timor
and gain their support for the cause, in the
hopes that someone might be prepared to
propose, and others prepared to support,
legislation banning arms sales to Indonesia.
About 20 ETAN members, mainly students, gathered in Washington to rehearse
their lobby activities for the following day,
when they would go, in two's, to meet the
members of Congress. They practised the
meetings with questions and answers, and
rehearsed how they would then explain
what the member of Congress would have to
gain personally by presenting or backing
legislation on arms sales to Indonesia. As
one ETAN member explained, "You have to
bear in mind the mentality prevailing in
Washington: the worst insult you can throw
at a members of Congress is, not to call
them scheming or corrupt, but naive or
idealistic!".

LISBON GRANTS VISAS TO
TIMORESE GOING TO
FATIMA
Diario de Noticias, 22 April 1994. Translated from Portuguese Abridged
Lisbon -- The Portuguese Government
has been officially requested to grant visas
to a group of Timorese, who have Indonesian passports, wishing to go on a pilgrimage in May to the sanctuary of Fatima.
In an official statement issued to the
press, the Portuguese Foreign Ministry said
that "it has been decided to grant visas to
this group of Timorese, considering the
religious nature of the visit". The communiqué goes on to say that the Ministry's
action is intended to be "a contribution towards improving the atmosphere of the
negotiations which, under the auspices of
the UN SG, are underway, with a view to
finding a fair, comprehensive and internationally acceptable solution to the problem
of East Timor."
The Foreign Ministry also stated that
"the their action should not be interpreted as
constituting a shift in the position of the
Portuguese authorities on the nationality of
East Timorese people, as is stipulated in
Portuguese law."
The group of Timorese (about 50 people), wishing to travel to Portugal, mainly
consists of supporters of integration, and is
led by the itinerant ambassador of the Indonesian President, Francisco Lopes da Cruz.
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On Wednesday, Lopes da Cruz announced
on Portuguese radio that he had heard from
the Dutch Embassy that obstacles would
not be put in the way of the Timorese entering Portugal.
Representatives of the Timorese Resistance abroad have said they do not oppose
the granting of the visas. In a statement to
the Lusa news agency, Jose Ramos Horta
said that "Portugal ought to give them visas;
Portugal cannot act as a totalitarian country."

GREEK PRESIDENCY OF
THE EU PROMISES TO
INVESTIGATE ARMS SAL ES
TO INDONESIA
Publico, 22 April 1994. Translated from
Portuguese.
Lisbon -- Greek Minister Mr. Theodoros
Pangalos, currently Chairman of the EU's
Council of Ministers, has promised to find
out about arms sales to Jakarta from EU
member states. After saying that "the problem of military support to Indonesia is,
sometimes, complex", Pangalos said he
would take the issue to the EU's Political
Commission. This commitment was made in
Strasbourg after British Christian Democrat
Euro MP James Scott-Hopkins raised the
question of the arms sales, and stated that
there was proof that the arms being sold to
Indonesia "are being used against the people
of East Timor",

INDONESIA REGRETS EAST
TIMOR CONFERENCE
UPI, 11 May 1994. Abridged
Jakarta -- The Indonesian Government
said Wednesday it regretted a planned 4-day
conference on the issue of East Timor due to
take place at the end of this month.
Irawan Abidin, the Foreign Ministry
spokesman, said Indonesia was 'dissatisfied'
with the planned conference since the state
of bilateral relations between Jakarta and
Manila are very good, particularly in the
framework of ASEAN.
Manila is scheduled to host a regional
conference on East Timor May 31 - 2 June,
to which Danielle Mitterand, the wife of the
French president has been invited as a guest
speaker. The conference, to be attended by
academics and representatives of NGOs
from 15 countries, will discuss the human
rights situation in East Timor.
Philippines leaders on Wednesday also
expressed 'concern' and 'embarrassment' over
the private meeting to be held in Manila.
President Fidel Ramos said the two governments have held consultations 'at the highest

level' regarding the issue, and reiterated the
Philippines unswerving support for Indonesia's sovereignty over East Timor.
Abidin told Antara that on May 20 a
special envoy of the Philippines government
will visit Foreign Minister Ali Alatas to
explain Manila's position regarding the conference. ** End of text from
cdp:reg.easttimor

MILITARY CONFIRMS FIVE
EAST TIMORESE
PROTESTORS DETAINED
AP, 11 May 1994. Abridged
Dili -- Authorities detained five East
Timorese last month after a proindependence demonstration in front of a
hotel where foreign journalists were staying,
an Indonesian military official said Wednesday.
The five were among dozens of East
Timorese protestors who carried banners
and posters criticising the Indonesian government, said Major Ladean L. Simbolon,
spokesman of the East Timor military
command.
The demonstrators were arrested after a
protest April 14 in front of a hotel where 28
foreign journalists were staying on a fourday visit to the territory. They carried a
picture of former East Timor rebel leader
Xanana Gusmão, Simbolon said.
'All five detainees are in good condition.
They also have been visited by officials of
the International Red Cross,' said Simbolon

CNRM STATEMENT ON
INDONESIA / PORTUGAL
TALKS
From National Council of Maubere Resistance, Geneva, 5 May 1994.
The last round of talks of the Foreign
Ministers of Indonesia and Portugal under
the auspices of the United Nations Secretary General on the East Timor issue was
held in New York on 17 September 1993.
The Secretary General issued a 7 point
statement after the meeting which, among
others, stated that the ministers were in
agreement about the need to enhance respect
for human rights in its wide aspect, covering
civil, political, economic, social dimensions
as well as fundamental freedoms in East
Timor.
It is regrettable, that like so many times
in the past, Indonesian actions are seen once
again to be in utter contrast with its rhetoric.
In the 8 months that have passed since the
last meeting, no truthful measures of improvement of the calamitous situation in
East Timor have been taken by Indonesia.
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Instead, a number of devious and highly
propagandised ruses have been performed,
aimed entirely at deceiving the international
community. In doing so, the Indonesian
government has, as so often in the past,
shown its ill faith and contempt for international community members and institutions.
In recent months, Indonesia has encouraged a number of visits by foreign observers
to East Timor, in order to convey an impression of openness and normalcy in the
territory. However, is a common occurrence,
the arrival of official foreign visitors to East
Timor is preceded by intense operations by
the security forces aiming to inhibit all possible demonstrations by the local people
rejecting Indonesian rule. As is seen below,
these operations lead to arbitrary arrests,
confessions under torture and even disappearances.
Highly controlled visits by media correspondents have also been staged, aiming to
present a picture of normalcy and allowing
Indonesia to claim open media access to
East Timor. These, as has turned out, have
failed to achieve their objective. No independent media visits have been allowed
either.
Often repeated claims of withdrawal of
its high numbers of troops stationed in East
Timor have been repeated by Indonesia in
past months. The reality is, however, different as seen below.
Indonesian Intelligence have increased
their monitoring activities of the East
Timorese Clandestine Resistance. In addition, military "Affection Operations" (Operasi Cinta Kasih), which place so-called
'Territorial' troops in villages, ostensibly to
assist the population with 'development'
matters, have led to increased pressures on
the rural population. Small platoons of 10 to
15 troops have been distributed to most
villages and hamlets, where they monitor
civilian activities and engage in night watch
operations. When foreign visitors are expected, they change into civilian clothing.
The situation of political and other arbitrarily imprisoned East Timorese has also
not improved. Of particular concern is the
bad treatment given to Resistance Leader
Commander Xanana Gusmão, captured in
1992 and subjected to a mock trial, internationally denounced as a sham. Despite repeated calls for Xanana to be accorded due
legal treatment, he continues to be subjected
to a situation which even Indonesian legal
bodies have been denounced as being in
breach of the country's code.
A further area of manipulation and
propaganda by the Jakarta regime, has been
the sponsoring of 'Reconciliation' meetings
between East Timorese linked to the Indonesian government and a small unrepresentative group of exiles, linked to a former Fre-

tilin head formally expelled by the party,
and their relatives. Through this clumsy
manoeuvre, Indonesia has attempted to
derail the search of a solution to its dispute
with the international community over East
Timor from its appropriate setting, the
United Nations. A first meeting in London
last December has been followed up with a
visit by a group of East Timorese exilees to
Indonesia and East Timor, and a planned
one from East Timor to Portugal. It needs to
be stressed that participants are in no way
representative of the people of East Timor.
Neither of those in the country nor of the
majority of groups in exile. They are merely
members of exclusive client groups coopted
by Indonesia. As seen below, most East
Timorese have strongly denounced them.
A. Arbitrary arrests, mistreatments, torture by Indonesian occupation forces in East
Timor.
Arrests have preceded the visit of a delegation by US Congress staff members and a
parliamentary delegation from Sweden in
late 1993.
1. On 7 November, Domingos Pereira,
26, male, of Lospalos, residing in Dili, was
detained in Dili and interrogated and brutally
tortured at Intelligence headquarters
(DGI).This high school students was sentenced without trial and without any clear
reason. He is jailed in Bekora jail Dili.
2. In mid November, Francisco Alves
was sentenced to two years in prison by a
Dili Court, for having prepared banners for
the US Congressional visit. On 13 October
1993, Indonesian troops surrounded the
house of Joelson Assis Belo in Dili. He
managed to escape, but his whereabouts are
unknown.
3. In January 1994, in connection with
the proposed visit by Australian Catholic
Bishop Hilton Deakin, further arrests took
place. In particular, the Bishop publicly
denounced the extensive torture suffered by
East Timorese youth Salvador Sarmento
under interrogation, cancelling his visit.
4. In January the visit of pro-Indonesian
Retired Portuguese General Carlos Galvão
de Melo and exiled East Timorese lawyer
Manuel Tilman also led to military 'Cleaning
up' operations in Dili as well as on the roads
linking Dili with other towns. Between 2
and 8 January 1994, a joint force made up of
Military Police, Infantry Battalion 516,
Combat Detachment 515, and Special
Commando force (KOPASSUS), checked
peoples identity documents, and those
found without them were spared no mistreatment or torture.
5. On 5 January 1994, at 17.00 hrs, three
youths were captured, mistreated and tortured until dead by the army, under orders
of the Commander of the Combat Detachment 515 (Detasemen Tempur 515), Lieu-
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tenant Colonel Sarining Setoyo Utomo,
(registration number NRP: 28498).
The three victims were suspected to belong to the Clandestine front. They are
Tomas Guterres, 29, male, of Hea
Koni/Bahagata, Baguia, Baucau; Duarte
Ximenes, 17, male, Atelari Liarefa, Laga,
Baucau; Matias da Costa, 27, male,
Alibere/Lomato, Iliomar, Lospalos.
6. On 15 April 1994, Lucas Santos, was
arrested after a brief anti-integration demonstration in front of visiting foreign journalists. The demonstration was dispersed by
secret police. His whereabouts were still
unknown in late April.
The following are among a variety of
cases of torture, mistreatment and murder
by Indonesian troops of the East Timorese
population, on which it has been possible to
receive information abroad recently (some
which occurred prior to September 1993 are
also included here as they were part of the
same report).
1. Paulo Alves, 30 years, male, from
Turiskai Ainaro: One month after being
released from a first arrest, on 5 June 1993
he was arrested again and tortured. He was
accused of having a fire arm.
2. Lourenco, 28, male, of Dai-Sua,
Betano, a member of Farming Youth: was
tortured until death by unit RTT 641 on 14
July 1992 in Bui-Tu, Betano. he was accused of collaboration with 'Fretilin'.
3. Alcina Soares, 27, female, of Leco Ai,
Dai-Sue, Betano: was forced to serve the
sexual lust of Indonesian soldiers stationed
there. One of those who raped her was Sergeant Kasin. This unfortunate woman was
treated in this way only because one of her
brothers is still in the mountains in the guerilla.
4. Joao da Costa, gardener of the Governor's residence, of Laklubar, Manatutu,
living in Ai-hun, Becora, Dili: at the end of
October [1993?] he was held up and threatened with the accusation that he was hiding
a secret letter from a Clandestine Movement
activist. Sick with fright, he ended up in
Bidau General Hospital. Next day, several
Intel members from the Intelligence headquarters from Colmera, threatened him again
in hospital to get him to reveal, and to give
them the key to his home door. The stress
caused by this led to his death shortly afterwards. Dissatisfied, the Intel members
targeted his son, Onofre da Costa, 19, who
was pursued, detained, questioned, and
tortured by the military, made responsible
for what his father had been accused of.
5. Joana Soares, 30, female, of Luwa,
Viqueque: was murdered with a broad
bladed knife after being raped in Onu Laran,
Bortoli, about 8 km to the east of Viqueque.
Her sexual organs were cut after she was
killed.
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The following witnesses to this crime by
members of ARMED-4 were shot dead:
Antonio Amaral, 37; Tomas Gomes, 41;
Manuel Amaral, 40; Joao Soares, 32. Further, Jose Soares, 30, was also pierced with
AR bullets at Ai-Na-Bein, Bortoli. These
events took place in October 1993.
6. Troops of battalion 405 threatened and
forced girls from the Vai Mori village, Beloi,
Viqueque, to attend a rank raise celebration
on 30 October 1993. Going from house to
house in a military truck, they gathered by
force all the girls they found. Those refusing, immediately experienced trouble. Virginia and Maria were two unfortunate girls
who were tortured naked in front of their
family and other people, only because they
refused the military commands. Witnesses
were threatened that another incident like
that of 12 November 1991- [the Santa Cruz
massacre] would happen if they dared to
oppose or to tell any one about what had
happened.
7. Isilda da Costa, female of Bua Reca,
Ossoroa, staying at Ossu, the daughter of
Belmiro and Palmira: threatened and raped
by members of Nanggala at the local military
post.
8. On 26 October 1993, Carlos and Benjamin, 27 and 26 years, male, from Leco- Ai,
Dai Sua, Betano were tied up and tortured
by a Regional Assembly (DPRD) member,
Mario Sarmento, upon orders of the military
command (KODIM) of Same. They were
accused of giving food to armed resistance
members of the guerrilla.
9. Casimiro dos Santos, 21, male, from
Lospalos, Souro Besar: captured and detained for questioning on 16 November
1993.
10. Domingas and Orlanda, female, from
Hatubuiliko, Tatiri, Ainaro are both girls
raped by members of battallion 726 on 20
December 1993.
11. Kaidau and Erminia, females, from
Hatubuiliko, Tatiri, Ainaro, were raped by 9
members of battallion 726 after being threatened with weapons. This happened on 5
December 1993. Military of the same battallion on 26 December stole two chickens and
raped a little girl at another place.
12. In Ainaro town, a Nanggala member
named Roto, has raped six girls who are now
pregnant. The victims were threatened not
to tell anyone who the culprit was.
13. Joao Naha Fonok, male, of Bae Fou,
Uma Kiik was tortured in November 1993
by an army commander, accused of having
contacts with guerrillas in his village. He
was kicked with the boots of the military in
the shin bone and knees until he was permanently disabled..
14. Dario, male, 17, from Watu Lawa,
Ossoroa, domiciled in Loi Huno: was mercilessly beaten by a deputy platoon com-
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mander of battalion 408 for no clear reason.
On the same day another youth was shot in
the foot for no apparent reason. He is now
disabled. These events happened on 2 January 1994.
15. Fernando Xavier, 19, male, from Ermera, Gleno: On 30 December 1993, at a
Christmas celebration in Gleno this youth
was attacked by three Makassar (South
Sulawesi immigrant) traders upon orders of
the commander of battalion 726, Intel and
Kopassus stationed in Gleno. This brutal
act caused ire among the local population
who considered it an unjust arbitrary action
against the East Timorese people. The village head and his people reacted strongly,
calling for the military and the outsiders to
leave East Timor.
16. Inacio Pinto and Aleixo, male, from
Dili, Komoro, were captured and brutally
tortured by members of the Intelligence
Headquarters in Kolmera, without clear
reason on 26 November 1993.
17. Rubi Saba and Loi Saba, male, farmers, of RK VII, Baolo Village: arrested and
tortured by KODIM 1630 Viqueque members on 11 January 1994. They were accused of contacts with Falintil guerrilla
members.
18. Moizes, male, from Wabulu, Ossu:
arrested and brutally tortured on 13 January
1994. Accused of contacting Falintil guerrillas. He is one of the Santa Cruz demonstrators of 12 November 91.
19. Teotonio Sarmento, 32, male, married, primary school teacher, from Bua Reca,
Ossoroa: captured by Nanggala on 15 January 1994. Taken to the military post at the
residence of the commander of battalion
431, for questioning and detention.
20. On 14 and 15 January 1994 the residence of pastor Agostinho, parish priest of
Same, was encircled by an army platoon of
KODIM because that priest was suspected
and accused of helping guerrilla fighters. The
same place was also surrounded in 1991 by
Kodim army members, who accused the
priest of hiding a goat he had wounded.
21. Cornelio Guterres, male, farmer, of
Ossu, Belas: was captured on 15 January by
Nanggala, accused of being active in the
Clandestine movement and having family
members still in the mountains as guerrilla
fighters. His father is Felix Guterres.
22. Diogo, male, of Ossu: was captured
together with his son on 15 January 1994,
accused of keeping contacts with guerrilla
members and holding secret meetings in his
house.
23. Manuel, male, of Ossu, Wai Riu, an
employee of the Information Office: captured at his office by Nanggala on 17 January 1994. he was tortured and questioned
and kept in detention. His father is named
Salvador.

24. Marcelino, male, farmer, of Ossoroa,
Watu-Lawa, Loi-Huno: captured by Nanggala on 16 January and threatened to be
killed.
25. Januario da Costa, male, of Ossoroa,
Loi-Huno, surrounded by Nanggala at night
on 17 January 1994, accused of being an
activist in the Clandestine Movement. He
was however able to escape.
26. Balbina, 17, female, of Bua-Nurak
was arrested and raped by a platoon commander of battalion 408, on the evening of
17 January 1994. She was detained while at
the home of her elder sister, married to the
local village secretary. The reason was because she had no travel documents to go
from her village to another village. After the
village head and Babinsa got involved, she
was freed.
27. Antonio, 52, male, hamlet head, of
We-Hutaek, Samalari, Ossoroa was surrounded at his home on 19 January 1994,
with the intention to make him disappear.
28. The entire main road from Klexa to
Rai-Mean, Suai, is controlled by battalion
746, positioned there to impede guerrilla
movements from West to East. They entered people's houses threatening and raping
village women.
B. Indonesian military presence in East
Timor
Indonesian authorities repeatedly claim
that armed forces members in East Timor
are being reduced, and that most troops are
'territorial' rather than 'operational'. This is
untrue. For example, the United States Ambassador to Jakarta, Robert Barry, acknowledged to a meeting of foreign media correspondents after their Indonesian Foreign
Ministry guided tour of East Timor last
February, that US sources have established
that the actual number of Indonesian troops
in East Timor is very very much larger than
what Indonesia acknowledges.
The following information about troops
has been recently received from East Timor
Resistance sources.
The total number of Indonesian Military
in East Timor is approximately 30,000 people. This includes both troops brought from
outside the territory as well as indigenous
personnel, armed by the occupiers.
The Indonesian forces are made up of: 1.
Infantry Battalions: 112, 144, 305, 311,
327, 405, 408, 431, 501, 504, 512, 516, 611,
612, 618, 642, 713, 726, 746.
2. Combat Detachment 515, KOPASSUS
group 2, Kostrad, Brimob, Kodim, Police.
3. Indigenous Infantry Battalion 744 and
745, three month military unit (satuan Militerisasi Tiga Bulan).
4. Indigenous military teams which have
been armed: Tim Siera of Baucau, Saka
Team of Kelikai, Malikit Team of Viqueque,
Alfa Team of Lospalos.
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The Infantry Battalion 527 and Kopassus, which according to plan were removed,
were immediately replaced by Battalion 516
and Kopassus group 2.
All these battalions in effect function as
operational forces and not as 'territorial
forces' as claimed by the occupiers. They
are brought in openly in military ships or
planes, or infiltrated wearing civilian clothing as ordinary arrivals. After arriving in
East Timor some are given arms and military
uniforms, and others keep wearing civilian
clothes, to infiltrate and spy on the population.
Their placement and activities are:
1. Dili:
Dili has 69 military posts in every village, which watch the population. They
especially watch young people who may
undertake anti-Indonesian demonstrations.
They inspect private houses any time they
desire. This also takes place in areas outside
Dili.
2. Lospalos:
A majority of troops are stationed in the
eastern areas, especially Lospalos, to fight
the guerrillas who are quite active. According to the occupiers, there are only 100 to
150 guerrilla members left. The resistance in
this area is quite strong and able to capture
arms from the Indonesian Army. This is
why the Indonesian troops are stationed
along road intersections on the highway to
Lospalos, Tutuala, Fuiloro, until Fraono
Kon on the northern side, and the Fuiloro
coast. then, from the crossroads towards
Tutuala, including villages and hamlets like
Iralafai, Sepelata, Somotxo, Poros, Mehara,
Parlamano, until Tutuala. They forbid the
population to go beyond the limits of the
concentration camps. In the whole Lospalos
area almost each hamlet or village along the
main road has a military post.
C. Other Indonesian propaganda and deception attempts:
1. Information media.
In mid-February a group of 1994 Jakarta
based foreign correspondents were taken on
a highly restricted tour of Dili by the Indonesian Foreign Affairs Department. The
visit was only for 48 hours, with participants having their movements tightly controlled at all times. This rare opportunity
for foreign journalist to be allowed access to
East Timor took place on the eve of the
annual meeting of the UN Commission on
Human Rights, to convey an impression of
openness. All foreign participants agreed in
their assessment that the situation in East
Timor appeared extremely oppressive and
unnatural. US Ambassador Barry, who had
visited a few days earlier, shared their view.
Most of the published articles reflected this
perception.

A second visit was organised for late
March, but rescheduled at the last moment
to avoid coinciding with a visit by the group
of exiled East Timorese invited by President
Suharto's daughter. The journalists finally
visited in mid April. The articles and images
published by them have been generally negative for Indonesia. ( See for example Washington Post 27 April, The Economist 23
April , BBC Newsnight 20 April).
2. Reciprocal visits by East Timorese
from Portugal and East Timor. In Mid
March a visit to Indonesia and East Timor
by a group of East Timorese exilees in Portugal took place. The visit was given much
prominence in the Indonesian media, which
reported it with gross distortions of facts.
Contrary to Indonesian propaganda, members were predominantly elderly women of
no significant role in the East Timorese
community in Portugal, and even one small
child. Participants were mostly members of
a few families closely linked to Indonesian
collaborators in Portugal. Notwithstanding,
their movements were strictly controlled
throughout their stay in Indonesia. Security
forces barred access to East Timorese
youths wishing to talk to them, mostly
about family matters, in Java and Bali. Instead, organised meetings under the guidance
of Intel personnel were staged, which selected students were ordered to attend. In
East Timor itself, members had to face the
hostility of the local population, offended
by the willingness of these visitors to serve
the propaganda efforts of Indonesia. They
were repeatedly challenged to move to east
Timor if they were as impressed by Indonesian rule as the Indonesian media reported
them to be.
To create the impression of reciprocity,
Indonesian authorities requested visas from
the Portuguese government for a large group
of East Timorese to visit the holy shrine at
Fatima in May. Group members are relatives and close supporters of Indonesian
Ambassador on East Timor, Mr Francisco
Lopes da Cruz, the main East Timorese
collaborator with the Indonesian occupants.
Some Jakarta students wishing to take part
have been refused by Mr Lopes da Cruz,
who doubted their subservience to the Jakarta government.
3. East Timorese Resistance Leader,
Commander Xanana Gusmão.
Jails in Indonesia and East Timor continue holding many East Timorese political
prisoners. Chief among them is East Timor
Resistance Leader Xanana Gusmão. Serving
a 20 year sentence at Cipinang prison in
Jakarta, after an illegal trial, widely acknowledged as grossly manipulated. Xanana
Gusmão has been barred from receiving
visitors. This was strictly enforced after he
dared to write the International Commission

Page 97

for Jurists last December denouncing his
trial.
Xanana has repeatedly asked for the Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation (LBH) to
take up his legal representation. This has so
far been denied, and LBH members have
been unable to see him. Even more, during a
visit last March to political detainees at
Cipinang Prison, organised by the Indonesian National Human Rights Commission,
Xanana's attempt to hand a letter of appointment as his legal advisers to LBH
members was prevented by prison guards.
They seized his letter in view of all members of the visiting team, who did nothing to
stop this violation of human rights, contrary
to the Indonesian penal code. Furthermore,
Xanana is being kept in conditions of isolation and duress, subjected to continuous
threats from other prisoners, condoned by
prison staff. He was even for some time
made to share space with a sufferer of a
highly contagious disease.
Xanana is also not allowed to receive
visitors from the local East Timorese community in Jakarta. These may only visit
other political prisoners, after payment of a
special, totally arbitrary, and not insignificant 'special registration fee', in addition to
the usual bribes paid to prison personnel.
Given these circumstances, it is ironic
that Indonesian authorities have paid travel
costs for two East Timorese from Portugal,
Jose Belo and Father Constâncio Gusmão to
visit Xanana on 30 April, on the eve of the
Geneva talks. The naive visitors were more
than taken aback by the two tape recorders
placed in the visiting room by Indonesian
Intelligence and Foreign Affairs, recording
their entire discussion. The fact that to date
no further publicity has been given to the
visit suggests that the recordings must not
have been to the liking of the authorities. To
prove their alleged good faith in relation to
this visit, Indonesian authorities should
make public the contents of the original
tapes. On the eve of the Geneva talks, a
visit to Xanana for publicity purposes is
also expected from Francisco Lopes da
Cruz. Again, the contents of the discussion
should be made public, as proof of Indonesia's alleged good intentions.
e. Suppression of discussion and information
Indonesian authorities have reacted very
harshly towards Indonesian citizens aiming
to inform themselves on the true reality of
the East Timor situation.
Prominent academic George Aditjondro
has been threatened and victimised for daring to publish his findings about Indonesian
genocide, economic exploitation, environmental degradation in East Timor, and the
strong desire of the population to free itself
from this oppressive rule. Excerpts of his
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research were published in the Australian
media in March, leading to highly offensive
statements by Minister Ali Alatas aimed at
tarnishing Dr Aditjondro's academic reputation. Other Indonesian authorities reacted
similarly. Furthermore, Dr Aditjondro's
home was attacked at night by unknown
elements, subsequently linked to the Central
Javanese Military Command by media
sources.
A seminar on East Timor planned for
early May at the East Timor University has
been cancelled.
Police broke up a discussion gathering on
East Timor at PIJAR Foundation in Jakarta
on 24 April. Some participants are since
being pursued by intelligence operatives,
and are under death threats.
The above shows that Indonesia's position regarding East Timor has not improved
in any tangible way despite its public pretence to the contrary. Foreign Minister
Alatas' undertakings have so far not been
honoured. Instead, the Jakarta government
has attempted to deceive international opinion through a number of insidious moves,
whose real intention has been easily recognised and dismissed.
The National Council of Maubere Resistance, on behalf of the people of East
Timor, can only hope that the Geneva meeting of 6 May will at last show a real change
of heart on the part the Indonesian Government, leading to a sincere and honest attempt to find a true solution to the East
Timor issue.
CNRM ardently desires that the coming
talks between the Foreign Ministers of Indonesia and Portugal will finally enable laying the foundations for the establishment of
a close, mutually beneficial and harmonious
relationship for the future among all parties
to the current dispute, in accordance with
internationally espoused norms and principles.

VICE-REGAL TILT AT
INDONESIA
Front_page, New Zealand HERALD, May
11, 1994.
By BERNARD ORSMAN in Wellington
The new Indonesian ambassador got a
rare vice-regal ticking off over East Timor
when she visited Government House yesterday.
In an unusual departure from protocol
the Governor-General, Dame Catherine
Tizard, expressed New Zealanders' concerns
about human rights abuses in East Timor
when Tengku Dahlia Soemolang presented
her credentials.
Further, Dame Catherine revealed that
New Zealand is throwing its support behind
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Indonesia to help the Government of President Suharto secure a seat on the United
Nations Security Council next year.
It is understood the comments on East
Timor, approved by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, were not intended
for the media.
The ministry has a policy of back-room
diplomacy on East Timor and does not like
to generate headlines on the touchy issue.
Dame Catherine told Mrs Dahlia Soemolang that "as good friends we are able to
acknowledge that differences of perception
can emerge."
"You will be aware that the situation in
East Timor continues to be of concern to
New Zealanders. It is a measure of the good
relations between the two countries that we
are able, when necessary, to talk openly and
frankly about matters of concern to us."
The direct language used by Dame Catherine over East Timor contrasted sharply
with the warm welcome she gave the new
United States Ambassador, Mr Josiah Beeman, who also resented his credentials at
Government House yesterday.
It was the second message about East
Timor that Mrs Dahlia Soemolang has received since arriving in New Zealand last
month. Last week, she was presented with a
petition signed by 51 of the 99 MPs protesting against massacres, torture, imprisonment and death of 2000,000 East
Timorese since Indonesia invaded East
Timor in 1975.
Describing Indonesia as "an anchor in
South-east Asia," Dame Catherine said New
Zealand was reciprocating for Indonesian
support when it successfully bid for a seat
on the Security Council this year.
A spokeswoman for the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr McKinnon, confirmed that
New Zealand was backing Indonesia for a
seat on the Security Council. The reason
given was that Indonesia was the preferred
country from the Asia-Pacific region
-Also in the same newspaper:
Independence for East Timor? - Page 9
[photo of Dr Suter] Dr Keith Suter: "too
much negativism on Indonesia"
Headline: Specialist sees hope for Timor
Author: Audrey Young Body:
[ deleted ]
Quote:
"East Timor is a war with no winners.
The East Timorese can't push out Indonesia
and Indonesia can't take full control of East
Timor"
- Dr Keith Suter

UN DAILY HIGHLIGHTS
PRESS RELEASE, 6 MAY 1994
[Excerpt]
+ Secretary-General meets with Foreign
Ministers of Indonesia and Portugal to discuss question of East Timor
***
Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
met today in Geneva with the Foreign Ministers of Indonesia and Portugal, Ali Alatas
and Durão Barroso, as part of his ongoing
effort to resolve the question of East Timor.
He welcomed the restraint displayed by
both sides at international fora, which had
made it possible for the Commission on
Human Rights to adopt by consensus a
Chairman's statement on the situation in
East Timor. He called on the two sides to
build on that consensus by implementing
the recommendations in the statement. It
was noted that the Indonesian Government
intended to continue its investigation into
the violent incident in Dili in 1991.
The Secretary-General said he was encouraged by the increased access to East
Timor for the United Nations, human rights
organizations and journalists. He said he
would seek to promote "an all-inclusive
intra-Timorese dialogue," while the Foreign
Ministers said they were ready to meet with
leading East Timorese supporters and opponents of integration. The Ministers asked
the Secretary-General to identify issues for
consideration before their next meeting,
which will take place in Geneva in January.
Prior to that meeting, representatives of the
two Governments will hold talks at United
Nations Headquarters.

SECRETARY-GENERAL
DISCUSSES EAST TIMOR
WITH FOREIGN MINISTERS
OF INDONESIA AND
PORTUGAL; FURTHER
MEETINGS PLANNED
UN Press Release, 6 May 1994
Views of People in Territory to Be
Sought; Human Rights Situation Under Review, Continued Investigation of 1991 Violence Is Promised
GENEVA, 6 May (UN Information Service) -- The following statement was issued
today by the spokeswoman for the Secretary-General in Europe:
The Secretary-General held a fourth
round of meetings in Geneva today with the
Foreign Ministers of Indonesia and Portugal,
Ali Alatas and Durão Barroso, as had been
agreed at the third round of talks in New
York on 17 September 1993, in the context
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of the ongoing efforts under his auspices, to
seek a just, comprehensive and internationally acceptable settlement to the question of
East Timor. The Secretary-General met
separately with each of the two Ministers
and subsequently chaired a joint meeting.
The discussions focused on confidencebuilding measures aimed at fostering an atmosphere propitious to addressing the substance of the question. In this regard, the
Secretary-General wishes to record the following points which emerged during the
discussions:
1. The Secretary-General welcomed the
positive atmosphere in which the talks were
held and the restraint displayed by both
sides at international forums, which made
possible the adoption by consensus of a
Chairman's statement on the human rights
situation in East Timor at the fiftieth session of the Human Rights Commission in
Geneva. The Secretary-General called on
both sides to build on that consensus
through the implementation of the recommendations contained therein.
2. The Ministers reacted positively to
the Secretary-General's appeal to both parties to continued to exercise restraint on the
issue of East Timor in the interest of maintaining a favourable atmosphere for further
progress towards a comprehensive settlement of the question.
3. The Ministers conveyed their appreciation to the Secretary-General for conducting thorough consultations prior to today's
talks, in particular, through the dispatch of a
mission in January 1994 to Lisbon, Jakarta,
Dili and Sydney to carry out preparatory
discussions with both sides and other contacts in his efforts to assist in the solution
of the question. They took note of the Secretary-General's intention to undertake similar consultations and contacts whenever he
deems necessary.
4. The meeting took note of the Indonesian Government's intention to continue its
investigation in order to account fully for
the persons dead or missing as a result of
the violent incident in Dili on 12 November
1991 and the circumstances surrounding the
matter.
5. The Secretary-General is encouraged
by the increased access to East Timor for
the United Nations, human rights and humanitarian organizations, as well as journalists. He is also encouraged by the visits to
East Timor by East Timorese living abroad
and by East Timorese visiting Portugal. The
Ministers agreed that such access and visits
should be continued and further expanded.
6. The Ministers concurred on the need
to ensure that those East Timorese in custody are treated humanely, that their rights
are respected fully, and that further appro-

priate measures are taken aimed at the early
release of those imprisoned.
7. The invitation extended by the Indonesian Government to the Special Rapporteur
on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary
Executions of the Commission on Human
Rights to visit East Timor in June 1994 was
welcomed. It was deemed important that the
Government of Indonesia continue to cooperate with other relevant thematic special
rapporteurs and/or working groups of the
Commission and that they be invited to visit
East Timor whenever necessary for the
fulfilment of their duties.
8. The Secretary-General believes that, as
an important contribution to the ongoing
efforts under his auspices, the dialogue
among East Timorese should be encouraged.
He will explore appropriate efforts to be
undertaken towards facilitating an allinclusive intra-Timorese dialogue. The two
Ministers took note of this initiative.
9. The Foreign Ministers of Portugal and
Indonesia informed the Secretary-General of
their readiness to meet with leading East
Timorese supporters and opponents of
integration respectively.
10. The Ministers requested the Secretary-General to identify a series of issues
for consideration by them in advance of the
next round of talks, including possible avenues towards achieving a just, comprehensive and internationally acceptable solution.
Following today's discussions, the parties agreed to continue their efforts under
the auspices of the Secretary-General to find
a solution to the question of East Timor.
The fifth meeting between the Foreign Ministers and the Secretary-General will be held
in the first half of January 1995 in Geneva.
Prior to that meeting, talks will be held at
United Nations Headquarters in New York
between the representatives of the two
Governments.

RESISTANCE STATEMENT
ON FOURTH
INDONESIA/PORTUGAL
FOREIGN MINISTERIAL
TALKS
Statement by the Diplomatic Front Coordinating Commission, May 6.
The Diplomatic Front Coordinating
Commission of the East Timorese Resistance, comprising the Special representative
of CNRM, the leadership of the External
delegation of FRETILIN, and the President
of UDT, keeping in mind developments in
Ea st Timor, Indonesia, and on the international scene, have decided to issue the following statement about the conclusions of
the 4th round of negotiations on East Timor
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which took place on 6 May 1994 in Geneva
between the Foreign Ministers of Indonesia
and Portugal, under the auspices of the Secretary General of the United Nations.
I. THE ROLE OF PORTUGAL
The Portuguese Foreign Minister, Dr.
Jose Durão Barroso and his team deserve
congratulations for their seriousness, integrity, dynamism and dedication to the defence of the East Timorese people's right to
self-determination and independence.
II. THE ROLE OF THE UNITED
NATIONS
The personal involvement of the Secretary General of the United Nations in the
process of dialogue and search for peace to
end the drama of East Timor is noted with
appreciation. It reminds that UN actions
need to continue being inspired in the pertinent resolutions of the General Assembly
and of the Security Council.
The Coordinating Commission reaffirms
its total openness to cooperate with the UN
in the search of a solution for the East
Timor problem. Such a solution would only
be viable and long lasting if it is inspired on
UN resolutions on East Timor.
III. THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE
FOURTH ROUND
a. Human rights
The conclusions of the 4th round do not
fully correspond to the reality and to the
needs of the East Timor situation. Paragraphs 1 to 7 of the statement issued,
merely repeat the commitments previously
undertaken by Indonesia, and Commission
on Human Rights (HRC) decisions, so far
totally ignored by Indonesia.
Since the adoption consensus declaration
by the HRC in 1992, the 1993 HRC resolution, the statement after the 3rd round of
Indonesia/Portugal Foreign Ministers talks
in New York in 1993, and the consensus
declaration of the HRC of 1994, no human
rights improvement whatsoever has taken
place in East Timor. On the contrary, as
even the Bishop of Dili, Dom Ximenes Belo
has denounced, the regime of repression and
terror has continued and even intensified.
The Indonesian military presence at present
is of the order of 30,000 troops. The fate of
those disappeared in November 1991 has
still not been clarified. The promises of
humane treatment for prisoners have not
been kept.
b. Permanent UN presence
The Coordinating Commission strongly
condemns the refusal of the Indonesian Foreign Minister to accept a permanent UN
presence in East Timor through specialised
humanitarian agencies such as UNICEF,
UNDP etc. This reveals Indonesia's intent
of not allowing independent witnesses into
East Timor.
c. Consultations with East Timorese
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The gradual involvement of East
Timorese Resistance leaders in the dialogue
process is noted with pleasure. The visit of
a personal representative of the SG to Lisbon, Jakarta, Dili and Sydney are noted,
particularly his meetings with Dom Ximenes Belo, the East Timor clergy, the Leader
of the Resistance, Xanana Gusmão, and
other leaders and representatives of the
resistance abroad.
The Portuguese government is congratulated for its firm defence of the direct participation of the East Timorese in the dialogue process.
d. Dialogue among East Timorese
It was noted with appreciation that the
manoeuvre by Indonesian secret services to
hold "reconciliation" talks among East
Timorese, was unmasked and rejected by
the UN. It was noted with pleasure that the
Indonesian Foreign Minister has supported
the position defended by the UN and Portugal, that the term "reconciliation" lacks relevance in the initial format and objectives.
The East Timorese resistance, embodied
by CNRM, FRETILIN and UDT, does not
reject dialogue with Indonesia or its public
agents or those masquerading as 'nationalists'. In fact, it was the Resistance Leader
Xanana Gusmão who took the first step
towards a direct dialogue with Indonesian
authorities and their East Timorese agents
when in 1993 he met Brigadier General
Purwanto.
The Coordinating Commission expresses
its availability for a dialogue between the
resistance and those supporting Indonesia,
or their agents, such as messrs. Francisco
Lopes da Cruz, ex-FRETILIN leader Abilio
Araújo, Abilio Osorio Soares Manuel Tilman etc.
The Coordinating Commission will, at
the appropriate time inform the UN about
resistance participation in the dialogue
among East Timorese.
e. Meeting with the Indonesian Foreign
Minister
The Coordinating Commission considers
the beginning of a dialogue between the East
Timorese resistance and the Indonesian
government of great importance. Nelson
Mandela is the South African Xanana, and
Xanana is the East Timorese Nelson Mandela. The former was and continues to be
indispensable for peace and democracy in
South Africa. Xanana Gusmão, acknowledged by the European Union and the international community as the Leader of the
East Timorese people, is the central personality in any East Timor peace of the Indonesian government to find a just and durable
solution for the East Timor problem.
The Coordinating Commission expresses
its availability for an exploratory dialogue
with the Indonesian Foreign Minister, to
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explore possible solutions to the problem, in
accordance with point 10 of the Geneva
statement.
f. The role of the East Timorese Church
The Coordinating Commission reaffirms
its confidence in the Head of the East
Timorese Church, Bishop Dom Ximenes
Belo, and the entire East Timorese clergy. It
notes the indispensable role of Bishop Belo
in the peace process. The innumerable initiatives in support of his candidature for the
1994 Nobel Peace Prize reflect the integrity
and courage of the Head of the East
Timorese Church and his unceasing efforts
for peace and freedom.
IV. THE EAST TIMOR, INDONESIA
AND INTERNATIONAL SITUATION
The tenacious resistance of the East
Timorese people has been a determining
factor in their struggle for peace and liberty.
The positive advances on the international
scene, and in Indonesia, are the direct results
of East Timorese resistance courage, abnegation, and tenacity.
On the other hand, it can also be said that
the East Timorese resistance is also contributing to the gradual process of change taking
place in Indonesia. The Coordinating Commission notes with appreciation the initiatives and support actions of the Indonesian
society, and states its full openness to a
strengthening of the dialogue between the
East Timorese resistance and the prodemocracy movement in Indonesia.
On the international scene, the USA and
the European Union, some positive developments are also noticeable. The initiative
of the President of the USA, to send a support note to the Secretary General of the
UN on the eve of the Geneva talks, is noted
with appreciation. The, albeit modest, advances that took place in Geneva have likewise been influenced by the positive evolution of the Clinton Administration position,
and above all, to the position of the US
Congress. Furthermore, the Coordinating
Commission cannot fail to underline the
international solidarity action in support of
East Timor, as the main driving force for the
mobilisation and awareness raising about the
drama faced by our people among international public opinion and governments.
Lisbon, 8 May 1994
For the Diplomatic Front Coordinating
Commission, signed by
For CNRM: Jose Ramos Horta, Special
Representative
For FRETILIN: Jose Luis Guterres,
Head of External Delegation
For UDT: Joao Carrascalão, President

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Irish Times, 9 May 1994
Sir,
Dr. Moosajee Bhamjee has certainly rewritten India's history (Irishmans Dairy
3.5.94) India may be regarded as the world's
largest democracy in terms of population,
but, its record as an alleged peaceful nation
must be called into question.
Since gaining independence, India has invaded East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), Sri
Lanka, Kashmir, Pakistan, Bhutan Sikkim
and Goa. In between these invasions, India
has also managed to go to war with China.
The abuse of human rights in Assam, Punjab
and Haryana have been adequately highlighted by Amnesty International.
The Indian government have accepted the
credentials of former General Dading Kalbuadi as Indonesian Ambassador to India.
This man has taken control of the coffee
plantations that belong to the people of East
Timor. General Dading and General Murdani master-minded the invasion of East
Timor which India has consistently failed to
condemn. And India says she is a nonaligned country!
Dr. Bhamjee is one of many who allege
close similarities between Ireland and India.
The unfortunate reality is that much of Dr.
Bhamjee's suggestions are pure fiction.
Yours
Joe Fernandez, Co. Meath

TWO TIMORESE IN FAVOUR
OF RECONCILIATION MEET
XANANA
Publico, 3 May 1994. Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- Two Timorese involved in the
"reconciliation" process being led by Abilio
Araújo, lawyer Jose Antonio Costa Belo
and Father Constâncio Gusmão, met with
Xanana Gusmão last Saturday. During the
two-hour long meeting, held in Cipinang
Prison, Costa Belo and Constâncio Gusmão
outlined the "reconciliation" strategy for the
Resistance leader, imprisoned by the Indonesians. Abilio Araujo's two emissaries are
scheduled to travel to Dili for a meeting with
Bishop Ximenes Belo, and are expected to
return to Lisbon the following Saturday.

"RECONCILIATION" - ONLY
THROUGH THE UN
Diario de Noticias (DN), 30 April 1994.
Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- According to the new leader of
Fretilin's external delegation, Jose Luis
Guterres, reconciliation between Timorese
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must be brought about by the intervention
of the UN.
Jose Luis Guterres, who recently
stepped into the position formerly held by
Abilio Araújo (expelled from the party),
stated to DN that "reconciliation between
Timorese has been underway for many
years, namely between Fretilin and UDT.
He believes that the reconciliation process
should be extended to include "all Timorese
and groups of Timorese, regardless of
whether they are pro-integration or proindependence, but on two conditions:
Firstly, that the reconciliation process
"must be clearly supported by the administrating power, Portugal" and, secondly, that
the process should be closely accompanied
by the UN. In the absence of these two
conditions, Fretilin does not recognise any
efforts being made under the banner of socalled unity.
With regard to Fretilin militants, Guterres
warns that any participation "depends upon
the express consent of the party leader,
Nino Konis Santana". He also stated that
those who took part in the meeting held in
London were "part of a scheme which is
under full control of the Indonesian occupier".
These statements coincide with confirmation of reports that two members of the
"London Group" arrived in Jakarta to meet
tomorrow with Xanana Gusmão, in Cipinang Prison. Antonio Costa Belo and Father
Constâncio Gusmão have met with the Director-General of the Indonesian Foreign
Ministry and Acting Apostolic Nuncio.
According to LUSA, human rights issues
were discussed at the two meetings, while
self-determination, claimed by Fretilin and
UDT, was not mentioned.
Jose Luis Guterres told DN that former
Resistance leader Ma'Huno "has not accepted the integration option, and is now
under house arrest". With regard to
Ma'Hudo, however, reports are contradictory, one report even suggesting that he is
working for the police and Indonesian secret
services.

QUEEN'S REPRESENTATIVE
RECOGNISES ANNEXATION
OF TIMOR
Diario de Noticias, 30 April 1994. Translated from Portuguese
In the last 48 hours, Macau has been the
setting for two radically contrasting positions on Timor. On one hand, the representative in Australia of the British crown, Bill
Hayden, said he recognised "the de jure
integration of East Timor in Indonesia,
which happened in 1976 or 1977, and which
has been accepted by successive Australian

governments". Bill Hayden was speaking at
the end of a one-hour meeting he had with
Governor Rocha Vieira.
On the other hand, the Chairman of
UDT, Joao Carrascalão, stated that Portugal
should "return to East Timor to conclude
the decolonisation process, interrupted by
the Indonesian invasion".
While Her Majesty's representative, in
his capacity of Governor- General of Australia, reaffirmed that the Canberra Government "formally accepted the integration of
East Timor in Indonesia" and that there is
no likelihood of the Australian position
changing, the UDT leader gave assurances
that "the Timorese political forces are
unanimous in wanting Portugal to return,
not in pre-1974 style, but in modern style,
to conclude de-colonisation and prepare
East Timor for independence."
While Australia's Governor-General was
saying that he understood that "Indonesia
has implemented development programmes"
in East Timor, and that it has "substantially
improved" the life of the Timorese people,
Joao Carrascalão was stating that "there are
indications that Portugal and Indonesia
could soon reach an agreement which would
be favorable for the Timorese people", but
he would not be drawn to give details.
Joao Carrascalão said that UDT and Fretilin "are the only interpreters of the wishes
of the Timorese people", and criticised the
London meeting, describing it as "an act of
desperation on the part of Indonesia, when a
favorable solution for Timor is on the horizon".
He went on to say that he did not oppose the journey by a group of proIndonesia Timorese to Fatima in May, but
disagreed with Lopes da Cruz being granted
a visa. "Lopes da Cruz has taken every opportunity to criticise Portugal, and at this
stage, and with all due respect to Catholicism, religion should not be put above national interests".

DAY FOR TIMOR IN OPORTO
Jornal de Noticias, 29 April 1994. Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- Disappointed with Portuguese
inaction, encouraged by Indonesia's weakness and in greater (?) receptiveness on the
part of the international community, particularly the US, on the question of human
rights in East Timor, denouncement of
Xanana Gusmão’s torture, praise for the
solid and continuing support received for
two decades from Portuguese-speaking African countries (PALOPS) - these were
some of the issues addressed during the day
of solidarity with the Maubere people,
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which took place at the University of
Oporto.
Ramos Horta said that, about a week ago,
he had received a message from Xanana
Gusmão, asking that he denounce the current situation. Xanana complained that the
Indonesian police continually "insult him
and do not let him sleep". He also said that
he has no free access to lawyers and relatives.
With regard to Ma'Huno, Ramos Horta
said he is still imprisoned. He added that
Lopes da Cruz had claimed some time back
that Ma'Huno had been released, but this
was a lie, as he is conditionally released
during the day but has to go back to prison
every night. "Lopes da Cruz is the Indonesian authorities' greatest collaborator", he
said.
Horta also referred to the visit of Suharto's itinerant ambassador to Fatima, with
a group of Timorese who hold Indonesian
passports: "if Fatima itself was really on his
mind, then it was well to grant him a visa",
however, "he is the last sinner in the world
to seek redemption".
During the conference, jointly organised
by the Associação Junto por Timor and by
the Executive Commission of the "Queima
das Fitas" (traditional Oporto university
students' celebrations), the role of the PALOPs following Indonesian occupation of
the territory was praised. It was said that
they had put pressure on the UN, while
Portugal "slept in the shade of its flag", and
that African countries had "always been on
the side of Timor".
Ramos Horta referred to the candidacy of
Dili's Bishop, Mnsgr. Ximenes Belo, for
Nobel Peace Prize, as well as the changing
position of the US, especially on the question of human rights in East Timor. He also
said that "the UN is actually taking some
initiatives, instead of just holding meetings",
- a reference to the restart of talks between
the Portuguese and Indonesian Foreign Ministers in Geneva on 6 May.
Referring to the pro-East Timor organisations within Indonesia, which he considered
pockets of opposition to the Suharto dictatorship, Horta said it was necessary to believe that "it is the question of East Timor
that could lead to the fall of the regime".
Zacarias da Costa, Vice-Chairman of
UDT, spoke of Portugal's role and the fact
that East Timor is an issue on which "all
parties (in Portugal) are unanimous". While
recalling people and organisations that always supported the struggle of the
Timorese, he regretted the "inaction" of
Portugal's parliament (Assembleia da República): "projects cannot remain on paper
forever", he said, adding that "the miserable
pittance allotted to the matter out of the
State Budget" was undignified.
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"Indonesia is investing heavily in Portugal, right under our Government's very
nose", accused Zacarias da Costa, and added
that the country must not forget its historic,
juridical and moral responsibilities towards
the territory.
Rui Marques, one of the main organisers
of the "Lusitania Express", believes we
should look at the East Timor issue from all
angles. In his opinion, the Santa Cruz massacre "was a fantastic media triumph" for
the Timor cause, which turned out to be far
more effective than years and years of diplomatic efforts by Portugal and the international community.
He said that there is an advantage today
which did not exist ten years ago: "Indonesia
is much more vulnerable than it was", and in
this century dictatorships fall far more
quickly. He believes that "time is running
out for Indonesia", a country which is becoming "a weak giant, a giant that can and
ought to be hit".
Roque Rodrigues, representing Fretilin at
the Conference, also referred to the support
given by the PALOPs to East Timor, in the
wake of the Indonesian invasion. He mentioned that PALOPs received the first
Timorese representations, and became the
"only state rearguard of the Timor cause".
He also spoke of Angola's position in relation to South Africa, and of the support
given to the ANC. "Nelson Mandela is the
Xanana of South Africa" he concluded.
Also taking part in the conference was
Barbedo de Magalhaës, who talked about
the activities undertaken at the University
of Oporto in support of East Timor, and
Agostinho Gonçalves, representing the National Association of Portuguese Municipalities.

XANANA GUSMÃO ISOLAT ED
AND TORTURED
Jornal de Noticias, 29 April 1994. Translated from Portuguese
According to former fellow prisoner
Lisbon -- Xanana Gusmão was kept in
isolation for a month in Cipinang prison,
and subjected to psychological torture earlier this year. In spite of this, his health is
now better. This is information comes from
a young Timorese, recently released from
Cipinang prison, where he spent his final
year of a two and a half year sentence for
political "offences".
28-year-old Virgilio da Silva Guterres,
who spoke to Xanana on the day of his
release, confirmed the reports that the imprisoned Resistance leader has been subjected to psychological torture.
"That happened two or three months
ago. In his cell block, there were some pris-
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oners mobilising the common criminals to
use psychological warfare tactics on
Xanana", such as shouting at him all night
long so that he was unable to sleep. According to Virgilio Guterres, these tactics were
intended to provoke Xanana, so that he
would react, thereby giving the prison
guards motives to punish him. "Until now,
Commander Xanana did not react", and has
just asked to be transferred to another cell
block in the prison. The request was made
in writing to the prison director and to Intel
(Indonesian secret police". At the time of
Virgilio Guterres' release, Xanana had still
not received any reply to his request.
Although no "solitary confinement" regime exists in Cipinang, the former Timorese
guerrilla Commander was kept in isolation
for about a month, at the time his letter to
the International Commission of Jurists
became known last December.
Initially in a weak state after this treatment, he is now somewhat better, and
spends his time painting. Virgilio Guterres
tried to bring out three of Xanana's paintings
when he left Cipinang, but the prison authorities seized them.
Guterres was arrested by Indonesian security forces after taking part in a demonstration on 19 November 1991 in Jakarta in
protest against the massacre at Santa Cruz
(which had taken place a week before).
He was tried along with another 5
Timorese, and sentenced to two and a half
years imprisonment. He served 6 months of
this time in a Police barracks, a year in Salemba and the final year in Cipinang, where
he was subjected to psychological torture in
the course of "very rough" interrogation
sessions.
In spite of having been imprisoned,
Guterres is still prepared to protest against
the occupation of the territory: "I am always prepared. While the people of East
Timor are denied the chance to exercise their
right (to self-determination), I, as a young
Timorese, am always prepared to take part
in any activity aimed to raise the awareness
of the Indonesian people, as well as their
Government, about respect for the rights of
the Maubere people".
Last Sunday, the young man was invited
to take part in a debate on East Timor, organised by "supporters of democratisation
of Indonesia". However, police intervention
stopped the meeting being held. Also to
have taken part was George Aditjondro, a
well- known Indonesian university professor who, last month, made public two reports in which the number of Timorese
killed in Santa Cruz was given as 271.
Finally, Virgilio Guterres appealed to the
Portuguese Government to "increase its
pressure" because "the problem of East
Timor must not be constantly postponed".

He added: "And to the young Timorese out
there in Portugal, I want to appeal to you
that ... you unite! Unity! Just that".

SERENO: "WE HAVE TO BE
READY FOR AN INDONESIAN
25TH APRIL"
Publico, 29 April 1994, By Joaquim T. de
Negreiros. Translated from Portuguese
(REQUEST/COMMENT FROM THE
MAUBERE PEOPLE'S RIGHTS
COMMISSION (CDPM), Lisbon: With
reference to the following press article, it is
important that if anyone has any biographical background on Abilio Sereno they should
supply such information, because he is a
polemical figure and there are doubts about
some of the statements he is making)
Lisbon -- Having resisted right from the
outset, Abilio Sereno fought the Indonesians
in the mountains of Timor in the late 1970s.
He managed to escape, and today is a supporter of "reconciliation". He explains why
to Publico.
His replies to the accusations of betrayal,
launched by rival sectors in the Timorese
resistance against the supporters of the socalled reconciliation process, are tactical:
"We do not want to be caught by surprise
by an Indonesian 25th April, like the 25th
April took the Portuguese by surprise".
Abilio Sereno, from the early days linked
to the resistance against Indonesian occupation, a guerrilla, who left Timor in 1986,
studied in Jakarta, and sought political asylum in the Dutch Embassy. Today, in spite
of the marginalisation of the group he has
joined, he continues to consider himself the
Secretary-Coordinator of Fretilin in Portugal. He does not hide his admiration for
Abilio Araújo, the father of "reconciliation".
It was the conviction that understanding
between Timorese abroad and "compatriots"
integrated in the Indonesian administrative
machinery would be a step towards selfdetermination that made Sereno go to London as member of the delegation led by
Araújo. The same conviction took him recently to Jakarta and Dili, at the head of a
group of 25 Timorese, all supporters of
"reconciliation".
Couldn't that trip have benefited the Indonesian position, and weakened the resistance? In the end, wouldn't the "reconciliation" programme just be another maneuver,
backed by Indonesia, to dilute the international dimension of the Timor issue? "We
are making as many dividends out of this as
the Indonesians are", he replies without
hesitation. "In the face of international cynicism and Portugal's impotence, the promoter
of self-determination ought to be Indonesia".
This is the aim of reconciliation, Sereno
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says, "to help Jakarta bring flexibility to its
positions", to provide the right political
atmosphere in which a peaceful transition to
a liberated Timor would be possible, and
creating the conditions so that Indonesia
does not lose face in the process.
In support of his theory - the same as
that which led to Abilio Araujo's expulsion
from Fretilin - Sereno refers to two facts:
the possibility of change within the Indonesian regime, which Sereno says he felt during
his recent visit there, and the possibility of
there being "no Timorese left to vote in a
referendum", should the Resistance continue
to consider confrontation and "the sacrifice
of young people" as the only form of struggle.
He speaks enthusiastically about the
training of young people, the "development"
he observed in East Timor - "more road,
more schools, and even a new Politechnical
College with a Timorese director" - the need
the win over to the cause for selfdetermination the Timorese civil servants
working for Jakarta, and above all, the defence of cultural identity. When referring to
the former, Abilio Sereno emphasised the
important role of the Portuguese language
and the link to Portugal, which he sees as
the most effective antidote to the policy of
systematic cultural annihilation carried out
by the Indonesian authorities in East Timor.
Sereno is not unaware of the fact that this
road is not viewed favorably by the sectors
dominating the Timorese resistance today.
His travel companions, and he himself felt
the hostility of the Timorese students they
met in Bali. But he is convinced that the
divisions within the resistance "here on the
outside and inside our homeland" are largely
the result of misunderstandings, and that "in
the end the aims of reconciliation and Ramos
Horta's peace plan are not so very different". (Ramos Horta is the Maubere Resistance National Council's special representative and an adversary of Abilio Araújo and
his followers."
Abilio Sereno is determined to iron out
those alleged misunderstandings by convoking a Fretilin congress. Fretilin's external
wing has been divided by the "reconciliation" tendency. However, it will not be easy
to get the project off the ground. The postponement of the congress, initially scheduled for 20 May, date of the party's anniversary, reveals the difficulties. Fretilin's
external delegation faction, today led by
Jose Luis Guterres (elected leader in the
recent plenary assembly in Lisbon, at which
Abilio Araujo's expulsion from the party
was formalised) does not recognise Abilio
Sereno's authority to convoke the congress.
Sereno, for his part, does not recognise the
plenary assembly's authority to have a say
in anything, and insists that the congress

will be convoked if that is the wish of two
thirds of the militants.
If Sereno does ever get the chance to address the congress delegates from the two
rival factions, he intends to tell them that
there is more to unite than to divide them,
and that the resistance must not be divided
between "the groups of RH (Ramos Horta)
group and the Alpha Alpha (Abilio Araújo),
two people of great worth". He would tell
them that: the fight in the mountains is an
important "form of pressure" and should
continue, but it must not get in the way of
dialogue between "compatriots" of the different tendencies; that their ideas have nothing in common with those of the PortugalIndonesia Friendship Association, and do
not identify with Manuel Macedo's "insults" of the Portuguese Government.
Above all, he would try to prove that reconciliation does not mean the same as surrender".

TIMOR & MACAU SHOULD
RECEIVE MORE ATTENTION
Jornal de Noticias, 28 April 1994. Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- Yesterday, CDS/PP MP, Adriano Moreira, resigned from the Chairmanship of the Parliamentary Commission on
East Timor, placing the post at the disposal
of the Chairman of the Assembly of the
Republic (Portuguese parliament), as the
MP believes that Portugal's presence in the
Pacific ought to be getting special attention,
and that, in that context, a review of the
cases of Macau and Timor is urgently required.
"The handling of Timor by a Parliamentary Commission does not ensure that it
receives the attention it needs. Parliament
does not give it such attention unwillingly
but, given the weight of the issue, passes it
on to the Permanent Commissions of Foreign Affairs, Defence, and Rights, Liberties
and Guarantees", he said.
For this reason, and also "to ensure the
responsibility of the Government in
Macau", the centrist MP considered that
there were grounds for "a review of the
Constitution".
Adriano Moreira said he had placed the
Chairmanship at the disposal of the parliamentary Chairman in order to be able to
"assist the parliamentary Chairman to reformulate" the Commission's role.
According to the CDS/PP deputy, "the
new context requires a rethinking, within the
framework of Portugal in the Pacific, of the
ways in which the rights of the people of
both Macau and Timor, as peoples and
individuals, are to be given support." He
also believes that "serious attention ought to
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be given to the Episcopal Conference, for
very clear reasons of State." "The position
of the Catholic Church in Timor is directly
derived from the Missionary Agreement
which was in effect until 1974, and all public manifestation of support to the Church's
presence must be considered natural and
welcome", he added.

THE IRISH FAMILY WORLD
REPORT ON EAST TIMOR
May 12, 1994, Summary.
The Following feature appeared, with
three photographs, one of Santa Cruz, one
of Timorese protestors in Australia and one
of a protest during the visit of the Indonesian Ambassador to Ireland at the Conrad
Hotel Dublin.
Beginning with the launch of ETISC and
it it's history the report details the facts and
figures of East Timor’s suffering since 1975.
It points out that few television pictures of
the barbarity of Indonesia's occupation exists due to concerted effort on the part of
Indonesia and it's powerful allies.
Under the Sub heading of "Land of
Crosses" the feature tells of a landscape
dominated by the sight of the graves and
symbols of the scenes of deaths and torture.
That 10 sanctioning resolutions from the
UN is recorded and the role of powerful
western nations is described as "shameful".
Daniel P. Moynihan's famous remark that
he carried out his assigned task "with no
inconsiderable success" is also included.
A sub heading of "Forced Birth Control"
appears above a section which tells of General Suharto being awarded $12 000 from the
UN. The fact of mass conversion to Roman
Catholicism is also reported in the context
of the work of courageous priests and nuns.
The Feature concludes with a large section under the sub heading "Future Prospects". Here the reader is told of the European nations which trade in arms with Indonesia. The media in the west is criticised for
remaining in the main silent on the plight of
the East Timorese while giving blanket coverage to Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait. The item closes with the observation
that it remains incumbent on "ordinary"
people to take a stance on the suffering of
the East Timorese and encourages it's readers to contact their public representatives.

ENDING THE AGONY OF
EAST TIMOR
The Boston Globe Editorial May 11, 1994,
Introducing a "Nightline" program on the
slaughter in Rwanda, Ted Koppel invoked
as an example of horrors unremarked in the
media the Indonesian genocide in East
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Timor. Koppel's passing reference to the
agony of East Timor was noteworthy not
merely because it was exceptional, but also
because Indonesia's crimes against humanity
on the island were committed with the complicity of US governments, and often with
US weapons.
Indonesian forces first invaded East
Timor, then part of the crumbling Portuguese empire, in December 1975, hours after
President Gerald Ford and Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger ended a state visit to Jakarta. Human rights organizations, scholars
and diplomats estimate that nearly a third of
the island's population perished in the ensuing war of conquest conducted by Indonesia.
The horror visited upon the people of
East Timor remains a challenge to the
United Nations and to US policy makers,
since Indonesian troops still occupy East
Timor and still torture Timorese suspected
of resisting Jakarta's annexation.
In November 1991 the world caught a
glimpse of Indonesia's murderous colonial
methods when a British cameraman filmed
Indonesian soldiers massacring mourners at
a funeral.
Last year, in a welcome alteration of US
policy, President Clinton gave US backing
to a resolution of the UN Human Rights
Commission in Geneva calling for an end to
Indonesia's abuse of human rights in East
Timor. Last Friday the foreign ministers of
Indonesia and Portugal met in Geneva, under
UN auspices, to discuss the issue of East
Timor. The result was a dilatory communiqué saying there will be no further discussion before January 1995.
The Geneva talks should become a forum
to prepare the way for an internationally
monitored referendum that allows the people of East Timor to determine their political future. Lesser measures will not end the
agony of the Timorese.
Clinton can fulfill a moral obligation incurred by his predecessors if he notifies UN
Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali of
strong US support for a referendum on selfdetermination for East Timor.

EAST TIMOR MEET CASTS
SHADOW OVER TIES
BETWEEN MANILA AND
JAKARTA
by Cecil Morella, Agence France Presse
May 12, 1994
MANILA, May 12 -- A diplomatic embarrassment of international proportions
was avoided as the first lady of France
backed off from a planned East Timor conference in the Philippines, but there still
may be political fallout, analysts say.
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Manila was caught by surprise after Filipino activists, the anti-Indonesian Fretilin
resistance and European jurists announced
the May 31-June 2 parley on the state of
human rights in the former Portuguese colony.
By the time its southern neighbor and regional ally raised a howl, it was too late to
stop it. Indonesia officially warned it "will
have some bearing on our relationship," and
well-placed sources here said Jakarta considered the issue as a "provocation" and had
threatened Manila with retaliation.
Top Philippine officials voiced "embarrassment" over the conference, and President Fidel Ramos expressed hope diplomatic ties were "strong enough to withstand
such irritations." The abrupt and so-far
unexplained withdrawal of Danielle Mitterrand, a well-known human rights campaigner
who would have delivered the keynote address, and Portuguese First Lady Maria
Barroso Soares may have succeeded in deflecting international attention away from
the conference. East Timor was occupied by
Indonesian troops in 1975 and annexed by
Jakarta in 1976. The territory has since been
the site of a campaign for independence
waged by separatists. But organizers, who
say Jakarta has to account for up to 200,000
deaths since then, vowed to go ahead with
the meeting despite intense lobbying by
Filipino and Indonesian officials, who fear
the consequences of exiled Fretilin guerrillas
being given an international forum in Manila.
The conference here would be the first of
any significance outside of Portugal, which
wants UN-sponsored talks leading to selfdetermination for East Timorese and has
been blocking renewal of an economic cooperation accord between the European Union
and the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN).
Indonesia stopped receiving development
aid from the Netherlands in 1992 due to the
Hague's linking of human rights to its economic aid.
Manila looks to Jakarta's leadership in
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), its
stature in the Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC), and the ASEAN, grouping Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.
Ramos' efforts to end decades of insurgency and lawlessness in the southern Philippines may have been the first victim. The
Indonesian embassy here Tuesday reminded
Manila that Jakarta headed an OIC committee which dealt with the Moro problem in
the Philippines.
Indonesian President Suharto was instrumental in bringing Moro rebels to the
negotiating table when the talks were
launched in Jakarta last year, but Jakarta

begged off from hosting the second round
last month, citing a busy schedule.
The Philippine press mounted a rare defense of Ramos, with the Manila Times
branding the Indonesian reaction as "diplomatic blackmail" and highlighting the breadth
of free expression which supposedly set
Filipinos apart from the rest of Asia.
"The Philippines has since ceased being a
police-military state that can dictate, under
threat of physical recriminations, what its
citizens should or should not do," the Times
said in an editorial.

EMBARRASSMENT AVERTED
Business Times (Malaysia), 13 May 1994
Manila, Thurs : A diplomatic embarrassment of international proportions was
avoided as the First Lady of France backed
off from a planned East Timor conference in
the Philippines, but there may still be political fallout, analysts say.
Manila was caught by surprise after Filipino activists, the anti-Indonesian Fretilin
resistance and European jurists announced
the May 31 -June 2 parley on the state of
human rights in the former Portuguese colony.
By the time its southern neighbour and
regional ally raised a howl, it was too late to
stop it.
Indonesia officially warned it "will have
some bearing on our relationship", and well
placed sources here say Jakarta considered
the issue a "provocation" and had threatened
Manila with retaliation.
Top Philippine officials voiced "embarrassment" over the conference, and President Fidel Ramos expressed hope diplomatic ties were "strong enough to withstand
such irritations".
The abrupt and so far unexplained withdrawal of Danielle Mitterrand, a well known
human rights campaigner who would have
delivered the keynote address, and Portuguese First Lady Maria Barroso Soares may
have succeeded in deflecting international
attention away from the conference.
East Timor was occupied by Indonesian
troops in 1975 and annexed by Jakarta in
1976. The territory has since been the sight
of a campaign for independence waged by
separatists. But organisers, who say Jakarta
has to account for up to 200,000 deaths
since then, vowed to go ahead with the
meeting despite intense lobbying by Filipino
and Indonesian officials, who fear the consequences of exiled Fretilin guerrillas being
given an international forum in Manila.
The conference here would be the first of
any significance outside of Portugal, which
wants UN-sponsored talks leading to selfdetermination for East Timorese and has
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been blocking renewal of an economic cooperation accord between the European Union
and the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations. Indonesia stopped receiving development aid from the Netherlands in 1992
due to the Hague's linking of human rights to
its economic aid.
Manila looks to Jakarta's leadership in
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), its
stature in the Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC), and the ASEAN

VOICES OF HOPE -- OR OF
OPPRESSION
By Geoffrey Gunn. The Nation (Bangkok),
12 January, 1994.
Note: Geoffrey Gunn was a university lecturer in Brunei, who was recently dismissed
from his post as a result of the publication of
this article. He and co-author Jefferson Lee
have a new book out, “A Critique of Western Journalism and Scholarship on East
Timor’, available from Journal of Contemporary Asia Publishers, PO Box 592, Manila, Philippines 1099, US$10.]
In late December wire agencies reported
that East Timorese exile Rogerio Lobato, a
former senior member of Fretilin, would
visit Indonesia from 4 January with former
Portuguese General Galvão de Melo, a
member of the revolutionary council which
ended the dictatorship in Portugal in May
1974. The visit was "the latest move in
Jakarta's efforts to mute international attacks on its role in East Timor."
How did this extraordinary turn of events
eventuate? What is the meaning of this diplomacy outside the ambit of the United
Nations? What risks does this private and
erstwhile secret diplomacy entail?
Between 14 and 15 December, a meeting
occurred in a house outside London between
two groups of Timorese. One consisted of
pro-Indonesian East Timorese along with
Indonesian officials, while the other comprised self- appointed representatives of the
East Timorese people in exile.
Styled the "reuniao fraternal entre lideres
Timorenses da Indonesia eda diaspora" (fraternal reunion between Timorese leaders
from Indonesia and the diaspora), this meeting can be seen as a diplomatic triumph for
the Indonesian side.
Not only had a section of the Timoresein-exile been lured into dialogue with their
pro-integrationist compatriots, but the Indonesian side had managed to sow discord
amongst the overseas Timorese while at the
same time conferring legitimacy on "acceptable" as opposed to "unacceptable" leaders
of that community.
The matter can be further illustrated by
examining the dramatis personae of those

involved in the London meeting. Chief
frontman for the Indonesian side at London
was, not surprisingly, former Timorese
Democratic Union (UDT) supremo turned
Indonesian collaborator, and currently
presidential appointee cum roving ambassador for Indonesia on East Timorese affairs,
F.X. Lopes da Cruz.
Having started his political career in colonial Timor as a representative of the
Caetanoist Accao Nacional Popular party,
Lopes da Cruz did not arrive alone at the
London meeting.
Besides top Indonesian diplomats from
the London Embassy as well as from Indonesian missions in Spain and France, representatives of Indonesian military intelligence, including figures close to presidential
confidante and eminence gris, Minister for
Research and Technology Habibie, were also
in attendance.
While Lopes da Cruz spoke long at this
meeting about the tragedy of the "grand
Timorese family" separated by time and
space, of the need for "unity of all for the
good of all", it was after all the language of
"integrasi", not a formula that envisaged an
independent Timor outside of Indonesia.
Besides the exercise in London, designed
to win over the cream of Timorese society
in the diaspora, Lopes da Cruz has also been
active on Indonesia's behalf over the past
twelve months in an albeit unsuccessful
attempt t o win over the Vatican to Jakarta's
views.
Taken together, this diplomatic push by
Indonesia seeks to remove two major obstacles to the legitimisation of its rule in East
Timor -- opposition from the Church, and,
no less, from the most troublesome and
unmanageable quarter of the leadership of
the overseas Timorese, who have hitherto
shown one face and stood for one supreme
goal, the liberation of their homeland.
Heading the "reconciliation" group of
overseas Timorese was erstwhile senior, or
rather expelled, Fretilin leader, Abilio
Araújo. Styling himself "Head of Delegation
of Leaders of the Diaspora", Araújo described the meeting in an opening speech as
"an exciting historical for our beloved
Timor" [? my xeroxed copy is unclear at this
line]
The presence in London of Rogerio Lobato, founder of the Fretilin armed forces, or
Falintil, and brother of the late Fretilin
commander Nicolau, might be taken as a
diplomatic coup on the part of Jakarta, but
it should be recalled that Jakarta's new
"ally" also served a long time in a Luanda
prison on the charge of trafficking in diamonds and abusing Angolan diplomatic
privileges.
Besides these Portugal-based leaders, the
"reunion" also attracted a strong push from
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Macau led by lawyer Dr. Manuel Tilman, a
former Timorese member of the Portuguese
parliament (1980-81) [Independent Social
Democratic Party] and self-styled UDT
President in Macau. Other members of the
so-called "grupo do seis" or group of six
from Macau included the highly respected
Timorese community leader Father Francisco Fernandez.
No communiqués issued forth from this
meeting except the declaration that this
would be the first of a series of talks, the
next to be held in an ASEAN country,
probably Malaysia, and with further meetings to be held in other Asian countries.
Given the secret and private nature of the
diplomacy one can only speculate as to the
quid pro quo offered by the Indonesian side
in return for the extraordinary gesture of
granting visas to Rogerio Lobato, Tilman
and others to visit Indonesia (and East
Timor?)
It appears now that notwithstanding obvious differences between UDT and Fretilin
among the overseas Timorese, Jakarta has
successfully opened a rift between those
who support the so-called "reconciliation"
process and those who resist.
This is not surprising as neither Fretilin
leadership (Jose Ramos Horta [sic] or Mari
Alkatiri) nor the UDT leadership (Joao
Carrascalão) are in agreement with this diplomacy. Neither has Portugal or the UN
lent its endorsement to the Indonesian initiative.
While individual members of the East
Timorese leaders' delegation assert that they
still claim self-determination to be the objective, that they still regard Xanana Gusmão
as the rightful leader of a future independent
East Timorese state, that the reconciliation
talks are not out of line with the UN sponsored dialogue on East Timor, the affair
raises more questions than it answers.
Impatience on the part of the East
Timorese with the snail's pace of the UNinitiated talks is understandable, but the
rush to embrace the Indonesian government
in private diplomacy obviously carries
enormous risks.
First, it plays directly into the hands of
Indonesian propaganda aimed at splitting
the fragile unity of the East Timorese nationalists movement, namely between acceptable leaders (Abilio Araújo) and unacceptable leaders (Jose Ramos Horta and
Mari Alkatiri).
Second, it is a delusion to expect Indonesia to offer the slightest concession on selfdetermination for East Timor to any single
group of East Timorese when Jakarta has
shunned the international community and
ignored the numerous UN resolution on the
issue for almost two decades.
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Neither would recent outbursts by the
Indonesian president against pro-democracy
activists in the Indonesian capital offer any
hope for the East Timorese selfdetermination cause in any quarter.
Third, it might be said that by focussing
minds on leadership questions -- which have
always bedevilled the East Timorese freedom cause -- Indonesia detracts from the
unity of resolve required by the Timorese if
ever and whenever the UN pushes Indonesia
to honour an internationally acceptable referendum on self- determination.
Finally, by entering into secret diplomacy with Indonesia, the "reconciliation"
group threatens to prejudice the UN- sponsored dialogue on East Timor.
Pushed to extremes -- unless this too is
the Indonesian strategy -- the splittist tactics pursued by Jakarta in dealing with the
Timorese threaten to recreate the devastating conditions of civil war such as transpired
in East Timor in 1975.
Clearly, what concerns Jakarta is the
creation in Lisbon last August of the allparty Coordinating Committee for the Diplomatic Front whereby the three major elements of the Timorese resistance seek to
take a common stand, especially on UNinitiated discussions on East Timor such as
the third round of talks on East Timor held
in New York on 17 September, 1993.
Those East Timorese leaders behind the
push for reconciliation with Jakarta would
be well advised to direct their energies towards obliging Indonesia to adhere to the
letter and the spirit of the 17 September,
1993 meeting, notably the stipulation set
down by the UN Secretary General that
Indonesia facilitate unconditional access to
the territory by the United Nations, human
rights monitors and other interested parties,
including journalists (respectively, the
fourth and sixth points of the statement by
the UN Secretary General's spokesman on
East Timor).
Bargaining for visa rights with Indonesia
to enter East Timor pending the implementation of these determinants and, indeed,
pending the fourth round of UN-sponsored
talks on East Timor to be held in Geneva on
6 May is tantamount to trading with the
devil and should be condemned as such.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
IRISH TIMES, 13 MAY 1994
Sir,
I was highly amused at Mr. Bill Clinton's
condemnation of the punishment of an
American citizen in Singapore. Michael Fay
pleaded guilty to spray-painting cars and
other offences.
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I would like to hear Mr. Clinton making a
public statement condemning the slaughter
of innocent people in East Timor. I suppose
that would not be diplomatic seeing that the
American government continue to supply
arms and ammunition to the Indonesians.
What's four strokes of a cane to the
slaughter of at least 200,000 East Timorese?
Mr. Clinton get your priorities right!
Yours etc
Pauline Byrne
Dundalk, Co. Louth.

UPCOMING PUBLIC RADIO
PROGRAM ON EAST TIMOR
CIRCULATE THIS NOTICE AS WIDELY
AS POSSIBLE
Please call your local public radio station
and urge them to take this program off the
satellite and broadcast it. It's free of charge.
The stations will have gotten the message
below through the satellite system, but they
get thousands of such messages, and personal contact makes a tremendous difference.
Thank you. If you would like material to
accompany the broadcast, or a tape or transcript of the program, contact:
East Timor Action Network/US, PO Box
1182, White Plains, NY 10602.
cscheiner@igc.apc.org
------------------------To: All Stations/Program Directors
From: David Barsamian/via Distribution
May 18, 1994
Re: Alternative Radio: East Timor Genocide
***** Allan Nairn: East Timor: A Case
of Genocide *****
Far from the newsrooms and awareness
of North America and Europe is East Timor.
It is half of an island in the Indonesian archipelago. It is east of Bali and 400 miles
north of Australia. East Timor was a Portuguese colony for four hundred years. It became independent in 1975. In that same year
it was invaded by Indonesia, an ally of the
United States. A genocidal occupation has
ensued. East Timorese resistance, against
tremendous odds, continues. The ongoing
tragedy is rarely mentioned in media reports
yet it is the greatest proportional genocide
since the Nazis.
Allan Nairn is a top investigative journalist. He has been prominent in the effort to
bring attention to the East Timor issue. In
1991, he and his colleague, Amy Goodman,
were caught in a peaceful demonstration in
East Timor that was brutally attacked by
the Indonesian army. Their report on the
massacre won the prestigious Du Pont
Award for journalism. He spoke in Portland,
Oregon on April 1, 1994.

ID#: 94-160-00021
Feed Date and Time; Tuesday, May 24,
1994, 1400-1459 ET
Channel: 6
Terms: Free of Charge to All Stations
Contact: David Barsamian, 303-4448788, fax, 546-0592

VICE PRESIDENT ASKS
ORGANISERS TO HOLD
EAST TIMOR CONFERENCE
ELSEWHERE
MANILA, May 13 (AFP) - Philippines
Vice President Joseph Estrada Friday asked
local organisers of a controversial East
Timor conference to hold it abroad so the
Philippines could avoid a diplomatic rift
with Indonesia.
"Let us not invite unnecessary irritants to
this relationship. Moving the conference out
of the country is for the larger national interest," said a statement issued by Estrada's
office.
Estrada recently returned from Johannesburg where he had attended the inauguration
of the new South African government.
While in South Africa he met Indonesian
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas to distance
Manila from the May 31-June 2 meeting,
organised by activist groups here, European
jurists and exiled Fretilin rebels.
"While we respect the human rights issue, the holding of the conference is untimely because of the ongoing peace talks in
Indonesia," Estrada said, referring to Jakarta's sponsorship of peace negociations
between the Philippine government and
Moslem guerillas.
But the local organisers said the conference, intended to expose Jakarta's human
right record in the former Portuguese colony
of East Timor, would go ahead despite the
abrupt and unexplained withdrawal of
French First Lady Danielle Mitterrand, who
was to have delivered the keynote address.
President Fidel Ramos said Wednesday
that bilateral ties were strong enough to
withstand such "irritants", but stressed that
it would be unconstitutional for Manila to
try to stop the holding of the conference.

JAKARTA RELIEVED AFTER
FRENCH, PORTUGUESE
FIRST LADIES REFUSE
TIMOR SEMINAR
Jakarta, May 13 (AFP) - Indonesia on
Friday said it was "happy" after the wives
of the French and Portuguese presidents
decided not to attend a controversial seminar
on East Timor, the former Portuguese colony ruled by Jakarta.
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"We received this news with full relief.
We are happy," Indonesian foreign ministry
spokesman Irawan Abidin said.
The organisers of the private May 31June 2 seminar in Manila had announced
that Danielle Mitterrand, a well-known
human rights campaigner and wife of French
President Francois Mitterrand, and Maria
Barroso Soares, wife of President Mario
Soares of Portugal would attend.
The meeting, attended by nongovernmental organisations, intends to focus
on the state of human rights in east Timor,
where activists say tens of thousands have
been killed in Indonesia's 18-year rule.
The presence of Mitterrand and Soares
threatened a diplomatic scandal, with Indonesia on Wednesday voicing anger at the
Philippines as the choice of venue, and the
Philippines retorting that it had no power to
block the meeting.
State Secretary Murdiono said Friday:
"We will not send a protest note, but we are
certainly very disappointed with (the holding of) such a conference."
Irawan denied that Indonesia -- a fastdeveloping economy and major purchaser of
arms -- had exerted any pressure in Europe
to torpedo the invitations.
"The two ladies have their own judgment," he said.
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said Friday
that he would make a statement on the issue
later Monday after meeting a special envoy
from Manila, former foreign minister Raul
Manglapus, who is scheduled to arrive here
Sunday.
Irawan said: "if that conference was providing jobs, or investment for East Timor,
we would welcome that. But not when it's
trying to put Indonesia in the dock."

INDONESIANS FURIOUS ON
EVE OF BOLGER TRIP
Author: By Patricia Herbert in Wellington
NZ Herald, Saturday, May 14, 1994.
Section 1, Page 1.
Relations between New Zealand and Indonesia have taken a sharp dive - just two
days before the Prime Minister, Mr Bolger,
visits Jakarta for talks with President Suharto.
Yesterday a range of senior Indonesian
politicians fired a volley of angry comments
at New Zealand.
They were provoked by the public ticking-off the Governor-General, Dame Catherine Tizard, gave the Indonesian Ambassador to New Zealand, Tengku Dahlia Soemoland, and by the petition signed by 51 MPs
attacking human rights abuses in East
Timor.

Indonesia's Foreign Minister, Dr Alatas,
retaliated yesterday by accusing the MPs of
"agitating."
The chairman of the House of Representatives foreign affairs committee, Mr Aisyay Aminy, described them as "uninformed."
Even the Indonesian Opposition joined
the attack. A member of the Democratic
Party, Mr B.N. Marbun, said, "None of
them has ever been to East Timor, so whatever they say is mere fantasy concocted
from inferior data."
Such was the strength of the reaction that
the New Zealand Embassy in Jakarta was
forced to publicly reaffirm that New Zealand "fully recognises" East Timor's integration into Indonesia.
Mr Bolger, whose first official engagement on his six-day Asian tour is an 90minute meeting with President Suharto on
Monday morning, was clearly dismayed by
the furore.
He said through a spokesman last night
that it was "unfortunate that the substantial
issues involved with one of the most critical
trips to Indonesia by a leader of this country has been sidetracked by a foreign policy
matter which is not in New Zealand's hands
to solve."
The main focus of Mr Bolger's Asian
mission is to foster trade links.
Indonesia - with a population of 190 million - is central to this push.
It is already New Zealand's 16th largest
market.
It took $229 million in exports last year,
more than twice what it exported here.
Given the mood of the Indonesian Government, it will take all of Mr Bolger's diplomatic skills to ensure that relationship is
not jeopardised.
But he is also under pressure at home to
take a stronger stance.
On his return from South Africa yesterday he acknowledged the depth of public
concern at Indonesia's record in East Timor.
The East Timor Information Centre plans
to underline this by staging a protest tomorrow to mark Mr Bolger's departure.
It protested yesterday outside the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade building
and has splashed posters around Wellington
asking "What will Jim Bolger say to Suharto?"
New Zealand's policy towards Indonesia
is not to condone the annexation but to accept it as "irreversible" and to ensure that
any concerns are lodged politely and privately.
Mr Bolger said balancing trade promotion
with human rights issues would not be difficult.
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"New Zealand's trade policy is not driven
by a particular stance, its drive by opportunity.
"It's drive by where we can make the best
possible approach from a New Zealand
perspective with that to discuss human
rights issues if that is what is appropriate."
Mr Bolger noted he raised concerns about
human rights issues while visiting China last
year.
Indonesia invaded East Timor in 1975
and annexed it the following year - a move
still not recognised by the United Nations.
During the invasion and in the ensuing
years of occupation an estimated 200,000
East Timorese have been killed.

INDONESIA'S EVIL
OCCUPATION IN NEW
GUINEA CAN'T BE IGNORED
"We Say" lead editorial, Islands Business
Pacific, April 1994.
When, now and then, questions are asked
about what Indonesia is doing in East
Timor, it is time to think again about what
Indonesia is really doing in the western part
of New Guinea it calls Irian Jaya.
In East Timor, a Portuguese territory it
invaded, Indonesia admitted eventually and
reluctantly that its troops slaughtered about
a hundred Students in the infamous Dili
massacre. That was the last official figure.
Now stories are emerging of how other people wounded by troops had their heads
smashed in by soldiers, one by one, as they
lay in their own blood in hospital, or were
systematically poisoned.
Still later reports, based on observations
by western journalists who risked their lives
to learn what is really happening in East
Timor, suggest a scale of systematic murder
of the population. If the reports are accurate, it spells genocide.
If the scale of what the Indonesians are
doing to the East Timorese people is debatable, it obviously is on a scale enough to
mean death, torture. imprisonment and terror for a great number of people who would
rather not live under corrupt and dictatorial
Indonesian rule.
And so to Western New Guinea. This is
a former Dutch territory which, we shan't
tire of reminding our readers, was handed
shamefully to the Indonesians on a plate
thanks to a sham United Nations vote pressured for by the Americans at a time when it
was Washington's policy to do anything at
all to curry favour with anti-Communist
Asian regimes.
The Melanesian people of Western New
Guinea were never allowed a scrap of "self
determination"; their fate was determined
for them. Ever since, they have been the
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victims of Indonesian colonialism. Many
western New Guineas have been jailed, tortured and killed for seeking independence for
their country; many continued to be jailed,
tortured and killed. Various organisations
and people critical of Indonesia quote various figures. These are suspect. But not suspect enough to deny the truth of reports
that show the Indonesian regime in occupied
western New Guinea to be oppressive.
In western New Guinea, the Indonesians
are simply probably doing a better job hiding their crimes there than they are in East
Timor.
Recently, to their credit, the Americans
have taken note of what is happening in
East Timor and are now limiting the supplies of arms to the Indonesians. Not so the
British, who after being so indignant about
the Falkland Islands, Kuwait, and Bosnia
have no qualms about selling jet warplanes
to the Indonesians, as they are happily doing so now.
The Indonesians regularly invade Papua
New Guinea to kill indigenous rebels who
cross the border from the occupied western
half of the island. There is some evidence,
which the Papua New Guinea Government
appears to want to ignore, that Indonesian
troops recently killed a dozen or more
Papua New Guinea villagers.
Some of Indonesia's neighbours, and
countries like Britain who want to sell it
arms, make a great effort to whitewash the
Indonesians. Indonesia is a huge market of
200 million. This is what attracts the British, Americans, French, the Australians and
other exporting countries. It is a militarily
powerful, dictatorial, corrupt, aggressive and
expansionist country, which is what frightens Australia and Papua New Guinea. Indeed Australian prime minister Paul
Keating, at the time hot on Kuwait too,
described Indonesia as "no country is more
important to Australia". He heads a Government with a policy which wreaks of
appeasement where the Indonesians are
concerned.
Alas, there is very little that can be done
about Indonesia except to treat it with caution. It is too big and dangerous to do otherwise. One small bloom in the desert is that
some Indonesians acknowledge their sins
and that the seeds of democracy and decency in their country are beginning to
sprout. Unfortunately, the growth-rate of
these delicate plants is unlikely to be fast
enough to be of any help to the East
Timorese or the west New Guineans. They
are doomed to be devoured by Indonesia.
Australia and Papua New Guinea's mental
agony is: could we one day be gobbled up
too?
-----------

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

This issue of Island Business also includes a long three-article "Special Report
from the Far Eastern Economic Review" on
Freeport McMoRan's mining operations in
West Papua. ETAN/US can provide it on
paper or electronically; it is too long to include here.

PRAGMATISM NOW RULES
US-JAKARTA TIES
The Straits Times, Singapore, May 9, 1994
Comment/Analysis by Lee Kim Chew
JAKARTA -- Despite the hiccups over
East Timor and workers' rights, relations
between the United States and Indonesia are
on the mend.
A recent policy review in Washington
has put US ties with Jakarta on a footing
that marks a new realism in the Clinton
administration's dealings with Indonesia.
The US Ambassador in Jakarta, Mr
Robert Barry, said there had been a sea
change in attitude among the policymakers
in Washington after some soul-searching last
year.
Relations between the two countries
were "good and getting better", he pronounced confidently as the new policy is
being put to work.
Last month, the US government organised a trip for Indonesian Transport Minister Haryanto Danutirto to visit American
companies which could cater to Indonesia's
growing aviation industry.
Mr Barry personally accompanied the
Indonesian minister on the tour, which included visits to aircraft makers Boeing Co
and McDonnell Douglas Corp.
Research and Technology Minister B.J.
Habibie, who is trying hard to sell the
Americans the turboprop jet made by Indonesia's state-backed IPTN aircraft industry,
is visiting the US this month.
Mr Haryanto's trip coincided with a 20member delegation of Indonesian scholars,
senior officials, human rights activists and
military officers which went on a threeweek swing across the US to engage the
Americans in dialogue.
The tour kicked off a year-long project
undertaken by The Asia Society and the
Indonesian government to raise the American people's awareness of Indonesia.
Said delegation member Dr Dewi Fortuna
Anwar of Jakarta's Center for Political and
Regional Studies: "Indonesia wants to
broaden ties with the US beyond the State
Department and Congress. The visit enabled
us to reach out to the other constituents
across the country." For the US, commercial
as much as strategic interests now combine
to shape the administration's new approach
as it begins to woo Jakarta afresh.

Mr Thomas Hubbard, the US Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia
and Pacific Affairs, said the US was seeking
a balanced relationship that was "realistic
and results-oriented".
In other words, the US will be more circumspect in the way it pushes its ideas
about democracy and human rights on Indonesia.
Much of this new approach has to do
with Indonesia being identified by the US
Commerce Department as one of the big 10
emerging markets for the US.
In a recent study, US trade officials estimate that projected Indonesian imports for
infrastructure projects in aerospace, telecommunications, energy and transport over
the next decade could exceed US$ 100 billion
(S$ 154 billion).
Indonesia holds great opportunities for
American business. Pragmatism is thus what
the new US policy is all about.
Consider these figures: US exports to Indonesia grew more than 120 per cent over
the last five years to US$ 2.8 billion in
1993, while Indonesian exports to the US
amounted to US$ 5.5 billion last year.
Americans have already invested US$ 30
billion in Indonesia, the bulk of which is in
oil and gas.
Last year, Dupont Chemical Corporation
started a multi-million-dollar joint venture to
build the biggest agro-chemical plant in Indonesia.
Atlantic Richfield has invested US$ 500
million to develop gasfields to provide energy for Surabaya and East Java. Mobil Oil
is working with Pertamina in the Madura
Strait.
In one of the largest privately financed
infrastructure projects in South-east Asia,
US companies have formed a consortium
with Batu Hitam Perkasa and Mitsui to
build and operate a US$ 2.5-billion power
plant in the Paiton project.
In Irian Jaya, Freeport McMoran operates one of the world's biggest copper
mines.
Beyond the huge commercial interests,
the US also wants to maintain a strategic
relationship with Indonesia.
Said ambassador Barry: "Our forces exercise and train with each other on a modest
but useful scale throughout the year.
"And the Indonesian government has
granted access to the navy to contract for
repair work at PT Pal shipyards in Surabaya, East Java."
This is not to say that all is plain sailing
in US-Indonesia relations. As Mr. Hubbard
told The Asia Society in a speech in New
York last month, the US wanted to put
"both opportunities and frictions in proper
perspectives".
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There are still serious differences between the two countries over human rights
abuses in East Timor, working conditions
and right of workers to organise.
But following the new approach, the US
government suspended a formal review of
workers' rights in Indonesia last February.
It will reassess the situation in August to
see if Jakarta has done enough to improve
workers' rights before deciding whether to
continue giving it trade privileges under the
Generalised System of Preferences (GSP).
Although Indonesian exports to the US
under the GSP scheme make up only a small
part of their bilateral trade, non-renewal will
be a political blow for Jakarta.
The extension of GSP benefits will be a
test case of the improved ties between the
US and Indonesia, currently chairman of the
Non-Aligned Movement and host for the
second summit of leaders of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Co-operation forum.
Said Dr Dewi: "The political symbolism
of GSP renewal is important. Non-renewal
will be bad for Indonesia's image."
American diplomats in Jakarta thus far
are satisfied that the Indonesian government
is making serious efforts to enforce compliance with the legal minimum wages in the
private sector.
They are also pleased that the military
had shown restraint in putting down the
riots in Medan last month, when workers
there went on a rampage over better wages
and working conditions. It is against this
backdrop that the Clinton administration is
pushing for a review of the congressional
ban on funds to train Indonesian military
officers in the US.
The training programme was suspended
in the wake of the shooting of antigovernment protestors in East Timor in
1991, when many Indonesians felt they
were treated more like adversaries than allies
of the US.
In its protest then, the US also blocked
the transfer of US-made F5 fighter jets from
Jordan to Indonesia.
But this is now water under the bridge,
after President Suharto reprimanded the
military officers who were responsible for
the carnage.
Washington's new approach towards Indonesia balancing economic and strategic
interests with its human rights ideals is consistent with its desire to forge closer ties
with the region.
For the two countries, the pay-off promises to be considerable in the long term because the revised US policy will help rather
than hinder Indonesia's growth.
The writer is The Straits Times' Chief
Regional Correspondent.

GRAPHIC: Dr Habibie, who is trying
hard to sell to the Americans an Indonesiandesigned plane, will visit the US this month.

SOUTH-EAST ASIA: MANILA
PLACATES JAKARTA ON
EAST TIMOR MEETING
MANILA, May 12 (IPS) - The Philippines has moved quickly to mollify
neighbouring Indonesia which has been
piqued by the holding in Manila of an international conference on East Timor in endMay.
Conference organisers are delighted by
the row. "Our objective here is to focus on
the East Timor question and bring it to international attention," a conference official
said.
"We have been rather circumspect and
laid-back about this," said Renato Constantino Jr, the Philippine convenor of the meeting. "It's the Indonesians who have put this
on the front page."
Philippine President Fidel Ramos, in his
regular press briefing Wednesday, said Manila supports Jakarta's policies and considers East Timor as Indonesia's 27th province.
In Pretoria, South Africa, Vice President
Joseph Estrada met with Indonesian Foreign
Minister Ali Alatas to reiterate such assurances. Estrada and Alatas are there to attend
the inauguration of Nelson Mandela's new
multi-racial government.
Earlier this week, officials of the Indonesian embassy in Manila expressed disappointment over the holding of the AsiaPacific Conference on East Timor at the
state-owned University of the Philippines.
"The conference harms our relations. We
regret and discourage this because we consider the Philippines as a brother in the
ASEAN (Association of South-east Asian
Nations)," said embassy spokesman Awang
Bahrin.
He added this issue could have repercussions on the peace talks between the Philippine government and Muslim separatists
being hosted by Jakarta later this month.
"The Jakarta talks are being held under
the auspices of the Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC), of which Indonesia is
chairman of the committee of six, the forum
that directly deals with the Moro problem,"
Bahrin said.
"You can draw your own conclusions
from that," he added.
To be attended by some 200 delegates
from Europe and Asia, the conference is
sponsored by the International Platform of
Jurists in East Timor (IPJET) in collaboration with Philippine human rights groups.
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Danielle Mitterrand, the wife of French
President Francois Mitterrand, will deliver
the keynote address.
According to Constantino, Philippine officials expressed their concerns about the
possible impact on the meeting on Manila's
ties with Jakarta last November.
"But I said this was something that the
Philippine committee could not decide by
itself. The decision to hold this conference
had been made back in late 1992," he explained.
Though Jakarta remains upset about the
meeting, Alatas acknowledged that the Philippine government could not stop the conference since it upholds constitutionally
guaranteed rights on public assembly and
free speech.
East Timor is a former Portuguese colony
which was annexed by Indonesia in 1976
and incorporated as a province. Jakarta
claims that the East Timorese opted to join
Indonesia when a duly- elected people's
assembly petitioned for integration.
The United Nations has however never
recognised Indonesia's actions.
International interest in East Timor was
revived in November 1991 when Indonesian
troops fired at a funeral procession, killing
scores of people. (END/IPS/RI/LNH/94)

NEW ZEALAND GOVERNORGENERAL COMMENTS
New Zealand National radio, 11 May
The following item was broadcast all day
on with interview with Marie Leadbeater of
Auckland East Timor Information Centre:
In an almost unheard of event the Governor-General Dame Catherine Tizard has
criticised Indonesia over its involvement in
East Timor.
The Governor-General is New Zealand's
vice-regal head of state, an apolitical posting, and it is extremely rare for that person
to make any political statement.
But when Indonesia's new ambassador
presented her credentials this week, Dame
Catherine expressed concerns about human
rights abuses in East Timor.
She told the ambassador that the situation in East Timor continues to be of concern to New Zealanders.
Dame Catherine told the ambassador that
New Zealand and Indonesia are good friends
and because of that they are able to acknowledge that differences of perception
can emerge.
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AI CRITICIZES
ADMINISTRATION POLICY IN
INDONESIA
Testimony by James O’Dea Director, Washington Office Amnesty International
Before the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on International Security, International Organizations and Human Rights
on Oversight of State Department Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for
1993 and US Human Rights Policy
May 10, 1994.
Excerpt
Indonesia is another example of a lack of
will on the part of the Administration to
confront, in certain instances, persistent
patterns of abuse. While Congress has kept
an important focus on the violations in East
Timor, including extrajudicial killings and
unfair trials, the Administration has seemed
a reluctant partner and the perception is that
it needs to be cajoled into taking any action
at all. The entry in the Reports is accurate in
its description of violations in East Timor
and throughout Indonesia and only further
begs the question as to why there is not a
more aggressive policy flowing from it. Secretary Bentsen reportedly raised some labor
rights issues on his visit to Indonesia; it is
well past time for Assistant Secretaries Lord
and Shattuck to make public their condemnation of Indonesia’s human rights performance.
The entry on Indonesia additionally provides us with an opportunity to recommend
that the Reports refer to noncompliance or
inadequate responses by some governments
to requests from the United Nations Human
Rights Commission. We indicated earlier in
this testimony that it is key to understand
clearly whether or not a government is acting in good faith to bring an end to human
rights violations in its territories. In the case
of Indonesia you have a member of the
UNHRC undermining its work by moving
very slowly and failing to fully comply with
its resolutions. The inclusion of this information in the Reports would help bring into
clearer focus the real intentions of governments such as that of Indonesia and clarify
their degree of sincerity in attempting to end
human rights violations. There are other
governments at the Commission whose
efforts seriously undermine its credibility
and who steadfastly do not cooperate with
it in its work.
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MORE ARRESTS AND
TORTURES IN DILI
Text of a message received May 16 from the
Resistance in East Timor.
The urban combat by Indonesian occupation troops continues actively in all towns
in East Timor. Whenever important events
regarding East Timor take place, military
operations are stepped up, especially in
Dili.
Linked to the talks in Geneva between
the Foreign Ministers of Indonesia and Portugal under UN auspices on 6 May, the
following people were arrested:
NAME&&domicile&&arrest date
Nuno Corvelho&&Santa Cruz&&1 May
94
Rui Fernandes&&Bemori&&2 May 94
Pedro Fatima Tilman&&Kulu-Hun&&3
May 94
Octaviano&&Kulu-Hun&&3 May 94
Rosalino&&Kulu-Hun&&3 May 94
Miguel&&Kulu-Hun&&3 May 94
Pantaleao&&Kulu-Hun&&3 May 94
Marcos&&Kulu-Hun&&3 May 94
Lucas Tilman dos Santos&&Bairro
Pite&&3 May 94
Anibal&&Santa Cruz&&3 May 94
These people have been accused of promoting and organising a demonstration on
the day of the Geneva talks. They are now
detained at SGI- the Intelligence headquarters, in Dili.
It is reported that they are being tortured
by the military, being hit on parts of their
bodies which do not leave visible marks,
such as the stomach, or the chest.
Such blows do eventually lead to internal
damages.
Arrests are still taking place at present.
The total number of arrested is greater than
the 10 mentioned above. Due to strong military control, we are unable to provide further details as yet.

MANGLAPUS MISSION
BETRAYS PHILIPPINE
SOVEREIGNTY
Press Release from APCET organizers, 16
May 94
contact Joel Sarracho +63 2 921 6774
Philippine convenors of the Asia Pacific
Conference on East Timor yesterday assailed the Ramos government for bending
backwards to the pressure of Indonesia by
sending a mission to Jakarta led by former
Foreign Affairs Secretary, Raul Manglalpus.
Renato Constantino Jr, spokesperson for
the conference, said the Manglapus mission
is a proof of how the Philippine government
is cowed by threats from other nations and

would even go to the extent of spending
people's money to send emissaries who will
kneel before a foreign power.
Manglapus yesterday left for Jakarta
with three others to "reiterate the Philippine
commitment to and support for the territorial integrity of the Republic of Indonesia".
In his statement, Manglapus --once a
staunch defender of the US bases in the
Philippines-- said his mission "will continue
to manifest that position in various ways
and emphatic terms".
"I hope 'emphatic terms' does not mean
that they will go beyond the issuance of
statements", Constantino said, implying the
possible thereat to the security of both participants and organisers.
Constantino said the statement issued by
both Ramos and Manglapus "reveal the
authoritarian tendencies of this government
and the importance with which they regard
the Constitution".
"Why should the government be 'constrained' by the Constitution? Shouldn't the
Constitution be an empowering document?
Why should the government explain our
Constitution to Indonesia?" Constantino
said.
By sending a mission to beg for Indonesian mercy, the government is clearly betraying national sovereignty and Filipino
dignity.

STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT
FIDEL RAMOS
On East Timor Conference, May 16, 1994
With respect to the scheduled meeting
sponsored by some private groups on the
situation in East Timor, I have sent a mission to Indonesia to convey a message from
me to President Soeharto. The mission will
also call on Mr. Ali Alatas, the Indonesian
Foreign Minister.
The mission, which left for Jakarta early
today, is headed by former Secretary of
Foreign Affairs Raul S. Manglapus, with
retired Major General Jose Magno, and
Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs Rodolfo
C. Severino as members.
The mission will reaffirm the Philippines'
solidarity with Indonesia as close friends
and neighbors and as partners in ASEAN.
Specifically, it will reiterate the Philippine
commitment to and support for the territorial integrity of the Republic of Indonesia,
including the province of East Timor. The
Philippines has affirmed this commitment
and this support repeatedly in the last 19
years, in the United Nations and in other
forums.
The Manglapus mission will also made it
clear that the Philippine Government dissociates itself from the conference on East
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Timor, that it looks with disfavor upon the
use of Philippine territory to question the
territorial integrity of friendly neighbors,
and that it disagrees with the premises on
which the conference is being convened.
It will explain why, under the Philippine
Constitution, it is not possible for the Philipino Government to stop a gathering of
private Filipino individuals from taking
place. At the same time, the mission will
assure the Indonesian Government's of the
Philippine Government's disavowal of this
particular conference and the continuing
Philippine solidarity with Indonesia on the
question of East Timor. The Philippine
Government has already stated this position
and will continue to manifest it strongly and
in various ways.
The Philippines highly values its relationship with Indonesia, which has been
steadfast in its friendship with the Philippines. I hope that all concerned will avoid
doing anything that would damage the mutually beneficial relations between our two
countries.

ET MANILA CONFERENCE:
STATEMENT OF RAUL
MANGLAPUS
16 May, 1994
We have come to Indonesia, on a mission
from President Ramos, to reaffirm the solidarity of the Philippine Government and the
Filipino people with the Government and
people of Indonesia as close friends and
neighbors and as partners in ASEAN. We
have come specifically to reiterate the Philippine commitment, made repeatedly in the
last 19 years in the United Nations and
elsewhere, to the territorial integrity of the
Republic of Indonesia, including the Province of East Timor.
WE do so in view of the announcement
of a conference sponsored by few private
groups in Manila that would call into question Indonesia’s sovereignty over East
Timor. President Ramos and other senior
officials and political leaders have dissociated the Philippine Government from this
purely private gathering.
While the Philippine Government is constrained by the Philippine Constitution
from preventing the holding of this meeting,
it has made clear its disagreement with the
premises underlying the gathering. It will
continue to manifest that position, in various ways and in emphatic terms.
We have come to assure the Indonesian
Government of this intention, as well as of
the fundamental Philippine position on the
question of East Timor.

JAKARTA TO INVITE
MANDELA FOR VISIT TO
INDONESIA
JAKARTA, May 8 (Reuter) - Indonesia's Foreign Minister Ali Alatas will attend
Tuesday's inauguration of South Africa's
first black president Nelson Mandela and
will invite him to visit Indonesia, Antara
news agency said on Sunday.
Alatas, in Geneva for talks with Portugal
about the territory of East Timor, was
quoted as saying the two countries would
soon establish full diplomatic relations.
Indonesia, which chairs the 110-member
Non-Aligned Movement, opened a consulate in South Africa in February.

U.N. DECOLONIZATION
COMMITTEE MEETS JULY 11
From Charles Scheiner, International Federation for East Timor, May 15.
The annual meeting of the United Nations Decolonization Committee (the Sp ecial Committee on the Situation with Regard
to the Implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples), also known as the
Special Committee of 24, will begin at U.N.
headquarters in New York on Monday, July
11, 1994. The session will last 2-3 weeks.
Testimony on East Timor will be heard on
July 12 and 13.
East Timor is one of the principal items
on the agenda of this committee, which will
prepare reports for the General Assembly.
As in previous years, supporters of East
Timorese self-determination from all over
the world will present petitions. In both
1992 and 1993, over twenty petitioners
presented the Committee with a wide range
of information and recommendations on the
situation in East Timor.
Last year, the following people presented
statements:
Jose Amorim Dias, National Council of
Maubere Resistance
Dan Heap, MP, Parliamentarians for East
Timor, Canada
Charles Scheiner, East Timor Action
Network, United States
Carmel Budiardjo, Indonesian Human
Rights Campaign - Tapol, U.K.
John M. Miller, Agir pour Timor, France
Curt Georing, Amnesty International
Claudia D'Andrea, Asia Watch
Richard Koch, Komite Indonesia; East
Timor Group Holland
Roger Clark, Int'l League for Human
Rights
Pedro Pinto Leite, Int'l Platform of Jurists for East Timor
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Sharon Scharfe, East Timor Alert Network, Canada
Ana Correa da Silva, CDPM, Portugal
Jose Luis Guterres, Fretilin
Thomas S. Mahedy, Pax Christi International
Carmel Budiardjo, British Coalition for
East Timor
Kan Akatani, Free East Timor Japan
Coalition and Japanese Catholic Council for
Justice and Peace
Mark Salzer, Catholic Institute for International Relations, U.K.
Four members of the Portuguese parliament
Any organization, whether or not it is
registered as an NGO with the UN, can
present testimony. Statements are presented
orally, and also be submitted in writing for
the interpreters. They must be in one of the
official UN Languages.
If your group would like to present a petition (try to keep it to 15 minutes or
shorter), you must fax or write the chairman
of the committee now. If you want to make
a statement but cannot send a representative
to New York, someone from the East Timor
Action Network/US can read your petition
(in English) to the Committee. Please let us
know as soon as possible.
Below is a sample letter to ask to be put
on the list to speak. Don't follow this exactly, but be equally to the point. Feel free
to ask ETAN/US for clarification if there is
anything you do not understand.
ETAN and IFET will help provide housing for overseas visitors who need it, and we
will be arranging some meetings and hospitality. Please let us know if you are coming
to New York for the meeting.
Charles Scheiner,
Coordinator, East Timor Action Network/US
UN Representative, Int'l Federation for
East Timor
PO Box 1182, White Plains, NY 10602
USA
Tel. (914)428-7299, fax: (914)428-7383
Internet: cscheiner@igc.apc.org
----------------------------- sample letter ---------------------------East Timor Action Network / U.S.
May 17, 1994
Chairman, Special Committee of 24
United Nations
New York, New York 10017 USA
By fax to (212)963-4037
Dear Sir:
The East Timor Action Network/United
States would like to present a petition to the
Special Committee at your session this July.
Our petition will discuss human rights and
self-determination for the people of East
Timor.
Thank you very much.
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Sincerely,
Charles A. Scheiner, Coordinator

SAN FRANCISCO VIGIL FOR
EAST TIMOR: CLERGY AND
OTHERS REFUSE TO BE
SILENT
By Anne Treseder, Jornal PortuguesCalifornia, May 12, 1994
Members of the East Timor Action Network (ETAN) and East Timor Religious
Outreach (ETRO) participated in a vigil at
the San Francisco Indonesian consulate on
Friday, May 6, to draw attention to the
continuing occupation of East Timor, a former Portuguese colony, by Indonesian military forces.
The vigil was timed to coincide with the
resumption of United Nations- sponsored
talks between Portugal and Indonesia over
the future of East Timor. In informational
material distributed at the vigil, ETAN and
ETRO members asked that Timorese leaders
be allowed to participate in these talks. The
government of Portugal has requested
Timorese participation as well, but the suggestion has been vetoed by Indonesian officials, who insist that they are the only legitimate representatives of the Timorese.
The vigilers also asked Indonesia to respect human rights in East Timor, to withdraw its military forces from East Timor,
and to alloy a referendum in East Timor so
that the Timorese can determine their own
future.
Rev. John Chamberlin, of the United
Methodist Church in San Francisco, was
one of approximately 20 participants in the
two-hour vigil. Chamberlin recently returned
from Australia, where he met with members
of the Timorese refugee community.
"We must all speak out about what is
happening in East Timor," he said. "Indonesia's greatest weapon is our silence." Chamberlin also called on the U.S. Congress to
out off military aid and arms sales to the
Indonesian government.

ACT TODAY TO SUPPORT
EAST TIMOR IN CONGRESS
Action Alert from East Timor Action Network US, May 17, 1994
Dear Supporter of East Timor,
Last Friday, NY Representative Nita
Lowey submitted legislation linking arms
sales to Indonesia to human rights and selfdetermination for East Timor. The wording
for the Foreign Aid Appropriations Bill is
below.
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The Subcommittee markup on this bill
will be TOMORROW, Wednesday, May
18.
Please CALL or FAX the Washington offices of as many of these Representatives as
possible and urge them to tell Obey they
support Lowey's initiative. Do it TODAY - or, if you don't get this message in time,
tomorrow may not be too late.
It is especially important to call Obey
and any Representatives from your state
who are on the Subcommittee. If you know
sympathetic voters from relevant states, call
them and have them call their Representative.
Thank you very much. Time is of the Essence
Peace,
Charlie Scheiner, coordinator
Potential supporters on the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs: (area code 202)
David Obey (D-Wisconsin), Chairman.
225-3365 (also chairs full Appropriations
Committee)
Sidney R. Yates (D-Chicago, Illinois)
225-2111; fax:225-3493
Charles Wilson (D-Lufkin, Texas) 2252401; fax:225-1764
Jose E. Serrano (D-Bronx, New York)
225-4361; fax:225-6001
Nancy Pelosi (D-San Francisco, California) 225-4965; fax:225-8259
Esteban E. Torres (D-LA, Calif.) 2255256; fax:225-9711
Nita M. Lowey (D-Westchester, New
York) 225-6506; fax:225-0546
John Olver (D-Western Massachusetts)
225-5335; fax:226-1224
John Porter (R-Wilmette, Illinois) 2254835; fax:225-0157
-------------------Language submitted by Rep. Lowey
Section ___. Arms Sales to Indonesia
(a) Prior to approval of the sale or transfer of defense articles, defense services, or
design and construction services under the
Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751
et seq.) or to the issuance of licenses pursuant to section 38 of the Act to such Government, the President shall consult with the
Congress and make a determination as to
whether there have
1) been improvements in the human
rights situation in East Timor,
2) whether Indonesia is in compliance
with bi-lateral agreements concerning the use
of U.S.-supplied weapons, and
3) whether Indonesia is in compliance
with United Nations Security Council resolutions.
(b) In making this determination, the
President shall carefully consider

1) whether the civilians convicted for
nonviolent political expression have been
treated in accordance with international
standards of fairness, including whether the
Indonesian Government has reviewed the
sentences of these individuals for the purpose of their commutation, reduction or
remission;
2) whether the Indonesian Government is
taking steps to curb human rights violations
by its security forces, including that all military personnel who were responsible for
ordering, authorizing or initiating the use of
lethal force against demonstrators and others
in East Timor in November 1991, are being
brought to justice;
3) whether there has been a full public
accounting of the individuals missing after
the November 1991 massacre and those
survivors of the November 1991 massacre
killed in hospitals;
4) whether international humanitarian organizations, human rights groups and others
have been granted expanded access to East
Timor;
5) whether the Indonesian Government is
in compliance with United Nations Security
Council resolutions 384 (1975) and 389
(1976) relating to
(A) the immediate withdrawal of Indonesian armed forces from East Timor; and
(B) the respect by such Government to
the right of self-determination for the population of East Timor.
6) whether Indonesian security forces are
in compliance with bi-lateral treaties that
forbid use of U.S.-supplied weapons outside its internationally recognized boundaries other than for self defense.

THE ALLY THAT CAME FROM
UP NORTH
Publico, 28 April 1994, Translated from
Portuguese. Abridged
Lisbon -- Yesterday in Lisbon, Niels Petersen, the Danish Foreign Minister, said he
considered the human rights situation in
East Timor "extremely serious". Petersen,
addressing a joint press conference after
meeting with counterpart Durão Barroso,
assured Lisbon that it could count on full
support from Copenhagen on the question
of Timor.
The two Ministers discussed the problem in the context of the next round of talks
between the Portuguese and Indonesian
Foreign Ministers, to be held in Geneva on 6
May, under the auspices of the UN Secretary General. Durão Barroso said he had
talked with Niels Petersen specifically about
the coming meeting with Ali Alatas and
Boutros Ghali, but would not give the reporters details of their discussion.
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CONSTÂNCIO TO BE
REUNITED WITH FAMILY
Diario de Noticias (DN), 6 May 1994
Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- Constâncio Pinto, interviewed
by DN after his arrival in Portugal in 1992,
is finally going to be able to see his wife, 23year-old Gabriela, and their son, Tilson, just
two years old, who was born after his father
had fled Timor, in the wake of the massacre
on 12 November.
Authorisation for Gabriela and Tilson to
leave Dili was granted by the Indonesian
authorities for "humanitarian reasons", according to Djelantik, a spokesman for Ali
Alatas. On Thursday they leave Jakarta
bound for Lisbon, where they are due to
arrive on Saturday.
Constâncio Pinto was a civil servant in
Dili at the time of the massacre on 12 November. Accused of being one of the organisers of the demonstration which preceded
the killing, he was forced to go into hiding in
Timor until he managed to leave clandestinely. After a while in Lisbon, he went to
study in Rhode Island University in the US.
Mother and son will travel to Lisbon under the protection of the Red Cross, which
manages the reunification of families programme, and which obtained a provisional
passport for them. Since December 1992,
Gabriela and Constâncio have been appealing to the Red Cross for help in getting reunited. Only now, on the eve of the fourth
round of talks between Portugal and Indonesia, has Jakarta authorised the travel.

MUSIC, SPEECHES AND
INDIGNATION:
DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT
OF UN (GENEVA)
Publico, 6 May 1994, Translated from Portuguese
Lausanne -- The meeting between the
Portuguese and Indonesian Foreign Ministers today in Geneva has been accompanied
by a demonstration outside the UN building,
organised by an association of young Swiss
people who support independence of East
Timor.
"Urgency for Independence of East
Timor" is the name of the association as
well as the theme of the demonstration in
the great Nations Square, which started at
13.30 hrs., with live music, speeches and a
press conference. At 15.00 hrs. the speeches
by various celebrities begin, with Jose
Ramos Horta, representative of East Timor
at the UN, Claude Zoller, Chairman of the
International Human Rights Service, delegates from Amnesty International, the In-

ternational Organisation against Torture, and
the Bruno Manser Foundation (ecology
group which works for the protection of the
Malaysian forests). Swiss political personalities are also expected to take part, such as
Jean Zigler, national adviser, and Rene Longet, Geneva deputy, both from the Swiss
Socialist Party.
The press conference at 17.30 hrs. will
end the demonstration, which will also include a communiqué of support from Danielle Mitterrand, wife of the French President.
"It would be very serious if the Portuguese Government accepted, little by little,
the idea of East Timor's integration by Indonesia. It is impossible to just end the
issue, to remain indifferent. We have to help
those people!". 22-year-old Pascal Herren,
founder of the Urgency for Independence of
East Timor Association, went to Timor last
summer. It was a holiday with a difference
for the young law student, who went with a
French photographer friend, who was doing
a report on Timor.
"For three weeks we went around Timor,
and were in touch with the people, with the
Resistance. We saw that the Timorese are a
marginalised people in their own country,
with no right to work, or to speak Portuguese. We felt the presence of the Indonesian Army everywhere, watching our every
move. We saw the remains of burnt out
villages, where now there are only cemeteries. We saw the growing number of Indonesian colonisers, Javanese, who arrive by the
boat-load. ..."
Back in Geneva, Pascal got down to
work: he contacted the newspapers, spoke
to friends. "I got to like the people. They
are courageous and are still fighting. But the
only hope they have is help from the international community". Nicolas Schorpp,
friend of Pascal and member of the Association's founding committee, says that the
issue of East Timor is not just a Portuguese
problem: "It concerns us all, even if it is
happening on the other side of the world. It
is essentially a human problem."

DEATH FROM TORTURE IN
TIMOR
Diario de Noticias (DN), 6 May 1994. By
Carla Baptista. Translated from Portuguese
The Timorese Resistance yesterday revealed 28 well documented cases of torture
and imprisonment. In many cases, death
followed the ill-treatment.
The Timorese Resistance, represented
yesterday in Geneva by Ramos Horta (of
the CNRM), Joao Carrascalão (UDT) and
Jose Luis Guterres (Fretilin), believes that in
the 8-month interval between the third and
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fourth round of talks on East Timor, "Indonesia did not undertake any measure to improve the human rights situation in the territory".
On the contrary, the Resistance presented reporters with an extensive document
containing new facts about the behaviour of
the Indonesian military. According to
Ramos Horta, each visit to Timor by a foreign observer (agreed in the meeting of the
UN Human Rights Commission) is preceded
by intense security operation to ensure their
are no demonstrations against the occupation.
Small detachments of "10 to 15 solders"
are sent into the villages "to monitor the
activities of civilians and watch any meetings at night". Arbitrary arrests, followed by
torture and sometimes "disappearance", are
the frequent results of these operations.
Before the visit of the Swedish MPs, in
1993, reprisals were taken against many
Timorese to silence them. Among the cases
referred to in the document are: 26-year-old
Domingos Pereira, arrested in November in
Dili and brutally ill-treated. Sentenced without trial, he is imprisoned in Bekora jail in
Dili. Francisco Alves was sentenced to two
years imprisonment for preparing banners
for the visit of the US Congressmen. In
January 1994, the Bishop of Darwin, Hilton
Deakin, canceled his visit to the territory
when he heard that Salvador Sarmento had
been brutally tortured.
In January 1994, three young men, 29year-old Tomas Guterres, 17-year-old
Duarte Ximenes, and 27-year-old Matias da
Costa, were arrested on the orders of Colonel Sarining Setoyo Utomo. Suspected of
belonging to the clandestine front, they were
tortured to death.
In April 1994, Lucas Santos was arrested
after being caught by the military during a
protest demonstration in front of the hotel
where various foreign journalists were staying. His family do not know what happened
to him after that.
28-year-old Lourenco from Dai-Sua in
Betano, was tortured to death by the
RTT641 Unit on 14 July 1992, accused of
belonging to Fretilin. 27-year-old Alcina
Soares, repeatedly raped by Indonesian
soldiers. One of the rapists was "Sergeant
Kasin". Alcina was unlucky enough to be
the sister of one of the men in the Timorese
guerrilla, in the mountains.
30-year-old Joana Soares, from Viqueque,
was raped and afterwards stabbed to death
in Onu Laran, Bortoli, near Viqueque. In
October 1993, witnesses of the crime were
shot. These victims were Antonio Amaral,
37, Tomas Gomes, 41, and Joao Soares, 32.
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TIMORESE VISIT: RELIGION
AND SIGHT SEEING

XANANA AGAINST
"RECONCILIATION"

Diario de Noticias, 4 May 1994 Translated
from Portuguese
Lisbon -- The 50 Timorese arriving on 10
May in Portugal have a full agenda scheduled. On 11th in the morning, they plan to
visit the Car Museum, Jeronimos Monastery, Maritime Museum, Belem Cultural
Centre, Belem Tower and Discoveries
monument. Lunch (paid for by the PortugalIndonesia Friendship Association) will be in
St. George's Castle.
On 12th, they leave for Leiria, where
they plan to visit the castle, before setting
off on the pilgrimage to the Fatima Sanctuary. They return to Lisbon on 14th, where
Abilio Araújo will invite them for a lunchget together with Timorese living in Lisbon.
On 16th they leave for Rome, to take part in
the Pope's birthday celebrations.
Lopes da Cruz, itinerant ambassador for
East Timor, may be meeting with Paulo
Marques, Manuel Jose Homem de Melo,
Rosado Fernandes, the Condes De Botelho e
Angelo Correia.
Meanwhile, the CNRM special representative, Ramos Horta, has promised to reveal
"new evidence of the barbarism practised by
the Indonesian army in East Timor", at a
press conference to be held on Thursday, the eve of the Foreign Ministers meeting to
discuss the question of Timor. At the press
conference, UDT Chairman, Joao Carrascalão, and the recently elected leader of Fretilin's external delegation, Jose Luis Guterres, will also be present.

Publico, 6 May 1994, By J.T. Negreiros.
Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- It is the first time that Xanana
Gusmão’s views on the "reconciliation
process" have come to light. In a letter addressed to Ramos Horta, dated 30 April, the
Resistance leader, imprisoned in Cipinang,
makes it clear that he does not support this
kind of approximation between Timorese
abroad and those living in the territory who
are in favour of the Indonesian occupation.
"As an initiative, this process is makeshift, as talks are already underway at the
UN", writes Xanana. "As a political move,
it is groundless because the problem is between Indonesia and the international community".
The imprisoned leader goes on to say
that "the initiative merely constitutes a split
in the ranks of Timorese Resistance, and
gives Jakarta an opportunity to exploit this
to the full".
These statements, specifically designed
to avoid any speculation about his position
on the initiative, in which Abilio Araújo and
Lopes da Cruz are the main protagonists,
were included in Xanana's report on his
meeting, held in prison, with two "reconciliation" supporters.
Constâncio Gusmão and Jose Belo were
sent to Jakarta to meet Xanana and, on the
instructions of Abilio Araújo, they explained to the leader the aims of "reconciliation". The meeting took place on 25 April.
According to Xanana's own description,
Araujo's two emissaries said little, as they
were intimidated by the tape recorders installed by prison security to record the conversation. However, the documents they
handed to Xanana were enough to make him
react, often questioning the two visitors,
(and through them, questioning supporters
of reconciliation): "Haven't you seen how
Indonesia is using this to exploit your lack
of unity? What is your view of your direct
partners in this (the fools in favour of integration)? Do you believe that their political
position has changed, or that it is ever likely
to?
At the end of his message, Xanana says
there could be a meeting sometime with
Lopes da Cruz, as long as Bishop Belo is
also present and the meeting is not in the
context of "reconciliation".
Before any possible meeting with
Xanana, Lopes da Cruz will first be going to
Fatima next week. Yesterday, at a press
conference, the Resistance "troika", currently in Geneva, expressed their opposition
to an entry visa to Portugal being granted to
Suharto's adviser. Ramos Horta did not hide

EAST TIMOR - ONE VOICE
Publico, 4 May 1994, Translated from Portuguese. Abridged
Lisbon -- Three days before the date set
for the next round of talks on East Timor,
the President of the Republic met yesterday
with Prime Minister, Cavaco Silva, and the
Foreign Minister, Durão Barroso, to discuss
the subject.
The largely symbolic meeting (it is
unlikely that there was any conflict of
views, given that the positions of both Government and President coincide on this matter, and given the permanent inter- institutional liaison on the question of East
Timor), aimed precisely at emphasising the
fact that Timor is a national cause, around
which the Portuguese authorities are united
in terms of strategy to be followed.

his annoyance, saying that he would not be
responsible for the "well-being" of Francisco
Lopes da Cruz in Portugal, while Joao
Carrascalão (UDT) and Jose Luis Guterres
(Fretilin) expressed their surprise that Lisbon had granted the visa to an official of
Jakarta who "insults Portugal" and "is a
murderer".

ALATAS' EMPTY THREAT S RAMOS HORTA'S REACTION
Diario de Noticias, 2 May 1994, Translated
from Portuguese.
Lisbon -- The Maubere Resistance National Council's (CNRM) special representative, Ramos Horta, has described Ali
Alatas' threats to walk out of the talks with
Portugal on Timor, as "empty and hollow".
"The statements made by Alatas reveal
the frustration and unease of a regime which,
in spite of all its barbarism and savagery,
has not managed to subjugate the people of
Timor" says Ramos Horta.
The CNRM representative interpreted
the words of Ali Alatas as a challenge to
confrontation. "If Indonesia wants total war,
which is what it has accustomed us to, then
we are prepared", he says. According to
Ramos Horta, this kind of statement reveals
"all their frustration. After 20 years (of
occupation), the ghost of East Timor still
haunts them."
M eanwhile, Maubere Resistance sources
announced that three young Timorese were
arrested and "tortured to death" by Indonesian troops on 5th January, in Baucau, East
Timor, a week before the visit to the territory of Galvão de Melo.
This information is included in a report
from the clandestine Resistance front, dated
January. The document, made public in
Portugal by the CNRM's information department, the Resistance states that the
Indonesian armed forces (ABRI) conducted
a "large- scale clean-up operation" just days
before Galvão de Melo's visit last January.
It took place between 2 and 8 January, and
"subjected any person found without their
identity documents to searches, interrogations and torture".
It was during one such "clean-up operation" that, according to the Resistance,
Tomas Guterres, 29, Duarte Ximenes, 17,
and Matias da Costa, 27, were arrested. The
report says that, suspected of belonging to
the clandestine front, soldiers of the 516
Battalion captured the three young men and
then "brutally tortured them to death". Lieutenant-Colonel Sarining Setyo Utomo is
identified by the report as being the commanding officer responsible.
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ALATAS WANTS TO
SUCCEED BOUTROS GHAL I,
ACCORDING TO SOCIALISTS
Expresso, 7 May 1994. Translated from
Portuguese
Lisbon -- The Socialist International (SI),
meeting next week in Tokyo, is going to put
pressure on Indonesia, in protest against
human rights violations in East Timor. According to the SI International Relations
Secretary, Jose Lamego, who will be attending the meeting with SI Vice Chairman
Guterres, the object of this initiative is to
counteract the "operation" which aims to
bring about the succession of Boutros Ghali
by Ali Alatas as UN Secretary General.
The pressure, initiated by the Portuguese
socialist delegation, will be exercised during
the debate on the quality of democracy,
peace and security in Asia and the Pacific.
The attempt to move Ali Alatas into
Boutros Ghali's seat was detected during the
study of the reform of the UN, in which
former Foreign Minister, Medeiros Ferreira,
took part for the SI, on Lamego's invitation.
Barroso and Alatas discuss Xanana
The release of Xanana Gusmão was, in
fact, discussed yesterday by the Portuguese
and Indonesian Foreign Ministers, meeting
in Geneva, even though no reference was
made to this in the Secretary General's
communiqué.
Durão Barroso and Ali Alatas agreed to
find ways to bring about the release of
Timorese imprisoned by the Jakarta authorities.

TIMORESE RESISTANCE
AWAIT OUTCOME OF
GENEVA MEETING
Diario de Noticias, 6 May 1994. By Paulo
Morgado. Translated from Portuguese
Geneva -- The problem of East Timor "is
a crime against Humanity", a flagrant and
abusive violation of UN principles, by one
of its own members. To ignore this crime,
"to deprive the UN Charter of meaning" is,
in essence, the message sent by Konis
Santana to the UN Secretary General. On
the eve of the Durão Barroso-Ali Alatas
meeting, the CNRM made Santana's message public in Geneva.
Konis Santana rejects the possibility of
any kind of dialogue outside the UN context, as well as any decisions reached without the direct or indirect participation of
Timorese representatives mandated by the
Maubere Resistance. Organisations not
represented on the CNRM (Maubere National Resistance Council) have no authority, and Santana categorically rejects any

kind of "reconciliation between Timorese
who support independence and integrationist Timorese", initiative which is backed or
encouraged by the Indonesian Government.
In the final part of the message, the Resistance leader expresses the exasperation
felt among Timorese: "We cannot accept
any more unjustified impasses and adjustments" which are facilitating the gradual
extermination of our people. At the last
round of talks, held in New York, the need
to increase confidence building measures and
respect for human rights were priorities.
Fundamental freedoms in the territory, in
their political, social, and economic dimensions, were subject to some one-off initiatives, but no "lasting" positive measures
have been taken to resolve the problem.
According to Joao Carrascalão, Indonesia
arrived in Geneva showing "signs that it is
running out of actions aimed to charm", and
is trying to reduce the issue to an eminently
internal one, - revealing of the regime's frustration and uneasiness with the drama of
East Timor, which puts it in a difficult international position.
In the CNRM press conference, Ramos
Horta told of the existence of mass graves,
opened in 1991, before the aborted visit of
Portuguese MPs. One of the mass graves
contained the remains of 79 victims of the
November 1991 massacre. Another is said
to have held numerous victims of the second
massacre, in December of that year.
This information was sent to the Resistance abroad from Xanana Gusmão, shortly
after the massacres, and then passed on to
the Portuguese Foreign Minister, Prime
Minister, President of the Republic, and UN
Secretary General.
That this information was made public in
Geneva on the eve of the Ministers' meeting,
has to do with the fact that "nothing has
ever been done about it". For the CNRM
the time has come to put some pressure on:
to make Indonesia accept the challenge of
acknowledging its responsibility. Meanwhile, the UN special rapporteur on summary executions should be going to Timor
within the next month, and that will be the
time for gathering testimonies.
Another report presented contests the
military situation that Jakarta has put forward. According to the Indonesians, they
have only six to seven thousand men in
Timor. Diplomatic sources in the Indonesian
capital, however, categorically refute this
figure, and say the real number is "far
higher". 10 to 13 Battalions are mentioned,
in addition to combat units which, according
to the CNRM, could raise the number to
30,000 men.
Ali Alatas' threat to pull out of the negotiations if Portugal continues to consider
itself to be administrating power was taken
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seriously by the resisters. However, diplomatic activity by the US and countries in
the EU are trying to bring about a more
flexible attitude.
For the Timorese, one positive result of
today's meeting was the announcement that
Xanana Gusmão will soon be released. He
has said he will not agree to being exiled, but
is hoping to be released and free to move
about, within the territory.
Another step which would have been
positive, would be the release of all political
prisoners and the withdrawal, supervised by
the UN, of Indonesian troops.
Although the visit to Portugal by a group
of Timorese "pilgrims" going to Fatima was
acceptable to the Timorese exiles, the granting of an entry visa to Portugal to Lopes da
Cruz was criticised by the Maubere people's representatives.
Ramos Horta sees the visit as being presented as primarily a religious event while,
in reality, there are underlying "manipulative
political" aspects to it. The meeting with
Angelo Correia, already scheduled, is a clear
sign of what is behind this "religious" visit.
The main question is whether the Indonesians are going to continue to insist that
Portugal abandon its position as
administrating power. Another aspect to be
considered is what might be behind Jakarta's
strategy. The fact that the Asians have
agreed to the dialogue could suggest hope of
an expected UN recognition of occupation
of the territory.

INTERVIEW WITH ALI ALATAS,
INDONESIAN FOREIGN
MINISTER:
"All this would have been avoided if Portugal had played its role of Administrating
Power responsibly"
Publico, 8 May 1994, By Jill Jolliffe. Translated from Portuguese
Geneva -- Indonesia wants Portugal to
admit its mistakes, in order to make progress in finding a solution. He reaffirms that
he never planned the invasion of Timor.
However, Ali Alatas, interviewed by
PUBLICO, left few doors open. He believes
that the problem lies with the UN, that still
classifies East Timor as a territory in the
process of self-determination.
Before leaving Geneva on Saturday, on
his way to South Africa, where he will be
present at Nelson Mandela's inauguration
ceremony, Indonesia's Foreign Minister, Ali
Alatas, denied he had threatened to suspend
the talks with Portugal (saying he had made
no such statement), insisted that only a
solution supervised by the UN would be
acceptable to Indonesia, and denied that the
"reconciliation" project is an attempt to
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bypass the UN talks. He did, however, cling
to the old myths about the 1975 invasion,
and said that the withdrawal of Indonesian
troops from East Timor of the question.
During an long, and sometimes heated, interview, Ali Alatas reviewed past events
with a journalist who the Minister continues
to prohibit from entering Indonesia, in spite
of the measures intended to create an atmosphere of confidence.
Question (Q): During the period between
Indonesia's independence and April 1974,
the Indonesians did not state that they had
any legal claim to the territory of East
Timor. In fact, in June 1974, Adam Malik
gave Ramos Horta a letter in which he guaranteed that Jakarta would not involve itself
in any action outside its own borders. What
changed between then and December 1975?
Can an Indonesian Foreign Minister's word
be trusted?
Reply from Ali Alatas (A): There is no
contradiction. What happened was that the
situation altered, because that letter was
incomplete. The first point is that we never
had designs on East Timor, not even at the
height of the Sukarno regime, whose position was strongly anti-colonialist. Our position was always scrupulous. We never
wanted to take over the territory, or thought
of invading it, unlike others. If we had
wanted to invade East Timor, we could have
done it when the Salazar dictatorship was in
total decadence, but that was not our position. When Goa was invaded, there was no
outcry.
After 1974, Mario Soares, who was then
Foreign Minister, initiated talks with Adam
Malik. There was a series of meetings. Portugal said: "Please, help us to decolonise",
and we readily agreed. In 1960, we helped to
draft UN resolutions 1514 and 1541, on
decolonisation, and we were very happy
when the Carnation Revolution (in Portugal)
took place. We warmly welcomed Ramos
Horta, Carrascalão and Apodeti when they
came to Jakarta. But we did add something.
We said to Portugal: "All three large parties
to form, as well as two smaller ones..."
"We wanted to cooperate with the Portuguese"
We all agreed that UDT was the largest
party. Fretilin was the one which sought
total independence. It had a slight Marxist
tendency, but that was not something which
worried us. We told Portugal: "You should
give everyone the same opportunities, by
means of a referendum, in an impartial decolonisation process". They agreed to do so.
But that is not what happened. Things
went wrong. In Portugal, the climate was
one of agitation, and they were unable to
keep control over such a distant territory.
Angola and Mozambique were far more
important for Portugal. Timor was nothing
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more than a small half-island lost in the
Indonesian archipelago. Portugal was not
very interested in Timor's decolonisation
process. It was for this reason that Majors
Mota and Jonatas did what they considered
was best: discreetly and surreptitiously,
they supported Fretilin. And Fretilin refused to take part in the Macau talks.
Things started going very badly.
Q.: But isn't there a big difference between concern about such a situation, and
preparations for a large-scale invasion?
A.: We wanted to cooperate with the
Portuguese, but we saw ourselves becoming
inevitably involved in the problem. Our
intervention was the result of a very painful
decision. I can guarantee that, because I
witnessed it. In November 1975 there was a
meeting between Melo Antunes and Adam
Malik. I was present as Chief Cabinet Minister. It was an official meeting, at the end of
which a communiqué was issued Before
that, Almeida Santos had contacted us, and
we offered him our collaboration in restoring
order, but not alone. A temporary quadripartite force would be used, consisting of
Portugal, Australia, Malaysia and Indonesia.
We were to intervene to restore order. In
November, we were still having talks with
Portugal, asking them to go back. We were
not an invading expansionist power. We
were confronted with an embarrassing problem which we did not know how to resolve.
Finally, Fretilin's declaration of independence was made, followed by counterdeclarations from UDT, Apodeti and Kota..
Q.: However, when they declared independence, your troops were already in Atabae, only about 40 kms. from Dili. Atabae
was taken on the morning of the day on
which Fretilin declared independence, and it
only did so because neither Portugal nor
Indonesia responded to its appeals for a
solution to be found..
A.: Our soldier were not in Atabae at that
time.
"They are no angels, and we are no devils"
Q.: Excuse me, but I saw them with my
own eyes ..
A.: All this would have been avoided had
Portugal played its role of Administrating
Power responsibly. That issue is never
talked about. We want Portugal to admit
this, so that we can then get on and find a
solution. They are no angels, and we are no
devils. I know that, in Portugal, any politician who admits this guilt would be committing political suicide, but the guilty ones
should not pass the buck, and make them
scapegoats. Decolonisation in Angola and
Mozambique was a total failure. It is as if
Indonesia, without any kind of provocation,
had simply decided to occupy and annex
Timor.

Q.: Under what circumstances would you
withdraw your army from East Timor?
A.: This is not about withdrawing from a
foreign territory. After 1976, there was a
declaration of integration, a process of
choice... The large and silent majority of the
people of East Timor opted for independence through integration. There was resistance, but now we are beginning to readjust
our military presence. Of the eight battalion
which, two months ago, were stationed in
East Timor, two have already been withdrawn and, in 1995, there will only be two
left. The special operations command was
also dismantled and is being replaced by
territorial forces. There are currently only
about 150 guerrillas, operating in small
groups, and the tendency is for this number
to get smaller.
Q.: But you said that in 1976, in 1980,
etc. - and you know that, just a few people
is enough to conduct guerrilla warfare...
Where were you when you saw, for the first
time, the Yorkshire Television pictures, of
the shooting in Dili in November 1991?
How did you feel, as a human being, not as a
politician, when you saw them?
A.: I was in Korea, at a conference. I felt
very bad. We all felt very bad, starting with
the President. How could that have happened? We quickly took steps, but rejected
the accusations that this incident was part
of Government policy. These things happen, even in developed countries - the Kent
University shootings, Bloody Sunday in
Belfast.
Xanana to have annual reduction in sentence
Q.: Xanana Gusmão is a respected figure
all over the world, in spite of the fact that
your government has described his as an
"unruly disturber of public order". Do you
know him personally? If you admire your
own guerrilla war hero Prince Diponegoro,
how can you family to feel some admiration
for Xanana? Could he become Timor's
Mandela, or is your government thinking
about releasing him?
A.: I understand when people see a dimension in a person, which is unreal. He
was a guerrilla, and we recognise him as such
- he fought a shady war in the mountains of
East Timor. But he also did a lot of harm to
his own people, killing and burning villages.
He was tried and given the death penalty,
which was then reduced to a 20-year sentence by an act of clemency... Our policy is
clear when it comes to people who endanger
security. If they surrender voluntarily, they
benefit from an amnesty. That does not
happen if they are captured. He will have an
annual reduction in his sentence..
Q.: What will the future bring? It seems
that no progress was made in Geneva, and
that the talks have stagnated.
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A.: They are not completely stagnant,
they have advanced, and have led, to some
extent, to confidence. At the next meeting, I
hope we will be able to start to talk about a
formal solution.
Q.: But does Indonesia believe in an
agreement negotiated by the UN?
A.: We accept the role of the Secretary
General in finding a solution, and we accept
that it must be just, comprehensive and
universally acceptable, which we interpret
as having to go through the UN. Because the
problem of East Timor resides with the UN,
and nowhere else, in our opinion.. And it is
there that it must be removed from the list
of territories which have not gone through
the process of self-determination. And there
that all the previous resolutions have to be
revoked.
Q.: It has been said, about the reconciliation project, that this is an attempt to leave
by the back door, to find a solution which
bypasses the UN..
A.: Let me assure you, quite categorically
that this is not the way in which we see the
matter.. We said that this project is good,
but that it should be dealt with between one
people and another. It should not be a second parallel political solution.
Q.: Could it be incorporated in the UN
process?
A.: I don't understand .. Why should
something sinister be seen in this? I said to
my counterpart, Minister Barroso: "You
must stop seeing conspiracies everywhere,
look on the positive side. Is it not good that
we are talking to each other?" But the political solution continues to be in the UN.
"We either continue together, or we give
up together"
Q.: Before these talks, you were quoted
as having said that you would withdraw if
Portugal did not give up its claim to sovereignty. Doesn't this contradict what you
said about being increasingly reasonable
with regard to Timor?
A.: I was misquoted by an Indonesian
journalist. They asked me if the question of
Timor would be resolved in Geneva, and I
replied "Of course not, because we are still
at the stage of confidence building, and I still
have not got down to substantial issues. It is
a long process but, I said, it could not drag
on indefinitely. We either continue all together or we give up all together, if neither
side changes its position.
Q.: What did you mean by that famous
remark in which you compared Timor to a
pebble in Indonesia's shoe, which should be
removed if it becomes troublesome? It has
been interpreted as an intention to disengage
from the question of Timor..
A.: What I was trying to say is that East
Timor is all right, it hurts sometimes, but it
is not going to give us a temperature or make

Page 117

us very sick. We can carry on walking. But
it is, in fact, irritating and, if we can take it
out, fine, through an acceptable solution.
But, if that does not happen, do not think
that we are going to be very hurt on account
of it, because there are so many real and big
problems in this world...

hope (Indonesia) will understand that with
our Constitution we cannot stop the activities of a private sector organization like
this."

"EAST TIMOR" NGO TO
HOLD INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE IN THE
PHILIPPINES

Le Monde, May 17, 1994 (after AFP).
Indonesia ordered twenty cannons of 105 to
the French company GIAT for 17 million
dollars (97 million francs). These light cannons of type 105 LG were preferred to a
competing model of the British society
Royal Ordnance. The 105 LG will be partially mounted in Indonesia. This first chunk
of twenty cannons will equip Indonesian
M arine Rifles [fusiliers marins]. It might be
followed by other orders, to equip Army
[ground] units. The 105 LG already arms
Singapore and Thailand.
--Press release was issued May 17 by Agir
pour Timor:
COMMUNIQUÉ DE PRESSE: VENTE
DE CANONS A L'INDONESIE
Agir pour Timor denonce et condamne la
vente par l'entreprise francaise GIAT d'une
"premiere tranche" de 20 canons legers de
type 105 LG a l'Indonesie, pour un montant
de 17 millions de dollars.
L'Indonesie a envahi Timor-Est en 1975
au mepris du droit international; cette invasion a ete condamnee par les Nations Unies
et l'annexion qui s'en est suivie n'a ete reconnue par aucun pays europeen. Neanmoins,
les ventes d'armes et de materiel militaire de
nombreux pays occidentaux tels que les
Etats Unis, le Royaume Uni, mais aussi la
France, ont permis a l'Indonesie de reduire la
resistance militaire et de prendre le controle
du territoire, au prix de 200 000 a 250 000
morts sur une population initiale de 700 000
Timorais.
L'Indonesie n'a pas d'ennemis connus,
reels ou potentiels. Les armes vendues a ce
pays ne peuvent donc etre utilisees qu'a des
fins repressives, contre-insurrectionnelles ou
offensives.
La France fournit deja a l'Indonesie du
materiel de transmission et des helicopteres
de combat. L'Indonesie fabrique des helicopteres Puma sous licence francaise. Cet equipement a ete utilise a Timor-Est. Les 20
canons qui doivent lui etre vendus risquent
eux aussi d'etre utilises contre la population
timoraise. Il n'est guere glorieux d'avoir remporte un tel marche contre un concurrent
britannique.
Des campagnes contre les ventes d'armes
a l'Indonesie ont lieu dans d'autres pays:
- Aux Etats Unis, la fourniture d'entrainement et d'education militaire a l'Indonesie est interdite depuis 1992. Le Depar-

Indonesian Government Upset; The Philippines Worried
Asahi Shimbun, May 14, 1994. Translated
from Japanese. Abridged (background on
ET omitted)
(Comment: Major Japanese dailies have
carried news of Indonesia's uproar over the
Manila Conference. The following Asahi
article was accompanied by a map of the
region.)
Manila -- Indonesia has expressed strong
displeasure over a nongovernmental organization (NGO) conference on East Timor to
be held in Manila from the end of this
month. The Philippines Government, which
is asking for Indonesia's good offices in
peace talks with an anti government Islamic
organization, reaffirmed its position of recognizing East Timor as Indonesian territory
and sent a presidential envoy (to Indonesia)
on the 14th. Meanwhile, not being able to
break a constitutional principle (Pres.
Ramos: "We can't interfere in a conference
by a private sector organization"), it finds
itself in a spot.
"The Asia Pacific Conference on East
Timor" is to be held from May 31 to June 4
at the national University of the Philippines. The sponsoring organization is comprised of NGOs from various countries,
including Japan. According to the organization, some 200 persons representing human
rights groups in 24 countries will participate.
The Indonesian Government has repeatedly expressed its displeasure to the Philippines Government since last year. The officer in charge of information at its embassy
in Manila stated that "the conference
touches on our country's sovereignty and
will hurt relations between our two countries." He (she) also referred to the possibility that it would effect the peace negotiations with Islamic believers.
President Ramos said on the 13th that
"We are receiving support from the Indonesian Government in the peace negotiations
and we hope that relations between our two
countries will not worsen because of a conference of this sort." On the other hand, "we

FRANCE SELLS CANNONS
TO INDONESIA
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tement d'Etat a bloque en aout 1993 la revente de jets F5 a l'Indonesie via la Jordanie.
Un amendement liant les ventes d'armes a
l'amelioration de la situation des droits de
l'homme a Timor-Est a ete approuve par le
Senat en octobre 1993.
- En Suede, toutes nouvelles ventes d'armes a l'Indonesie sont bloquees au Parlement par le Parti du Centre (gouvernemental) et les Sociaux Democrates (opposition)
depuis fin 1993.
- Au Royaume Uni, une campagne contre
la vente d'avions Hawks de British Aerospace est en cours depuis 1992.
- En Allemagne, une campagne est en
cours depuis 1993 contre la vente de 39
vaisseaux de guerre de la flotte de l'ancienne
RDA et de 3 sous-marins U 209.
- Le Reseau Europeen contre les Ventes
d'Armes appelle pour 1994 a une campagne
europeenne sur le theme "Halte a l'armement
de l'Indonesie".
Qu'en est-il en France?

STUDENT ARRESTS
FOLLOW ANTI-MILITARY
DEMONSTRATION
From Peace News, May 17, 1994
Yenni Rosa Damayanti, an Indonesian
student activist, is facing up to six years in
jail for her role in a demonstration demanding the demilitarisation of Indonesian society.
The demonstration, which took place last
December, called for the government to
accept responsibility for violent incidents
including the Santa Cruz massacre in East
Timor and the killings of land protesters in
Madura and Muslims in West Java. Protesters also called for the disbanding of Bakorstanas, the largely extra- judicial military
security apparatus. The 21 students arrested were divided into four groups, Yenni
being classed as one of the four "masterminds" who organised the protest. She was
one of only two women arrested -- the other
was apparently simply a passerby who was
picked up by the military forces.
In a statement to the court, Yenni
stressed that the "security approach" of the
Indonesian government must be changed and
the society demilitarised and freed from the
control of ABRI, the Indonesian armed
forces. "I don't think that saying `ABRI, do
not hurt the people' is defaming anyone,"
she said. In an interview with the magazine
Editor, she pointed out that "the theme of
disbanding Bakorstanas had never before
been raised openly in a demonstration ... as
soon as the statement was read, and in the
second point it clearly requested the disbandment of Bakorstanas, only then did the
soldiers come".
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Yenni, though only 26 years old, has already served several prison terms for nonviolent protests. She has been involved in
environmental and land rights issues, as well
as calling for the democratisation and demilitarisation of Indonesia. The student movement in Indonesia is gathering strength, with
several protest taking place last year against
the presence of student regiments (which
exist on all Indonesian campuses), among
many other issues.
As we go to press, Yenni's trial is finished but she is still awaiting sentencing.
Meanwhile, she is held in Pondok Bambu
prison in Jakarta.
Write to the Indonesian Embassy in your
country demanding that she be released and
charges against her, and the other students,
be dropped. Support letters can be sent to
FAMI (Indonesian Student Action Front)
c/o PIJAR Foundation, Jl Penggalang 10,
Jakarta 13140, Indonesia

USAID INDONESIA FY 1995
REQUEST
Indonesia. FY 1995 Sustainable Development Request: $62,817,000
With small dollar contributions, U.S. assistance to Indonesia can favorably influence
democratic development, environmental
management, and expand economic opportunities within a major emerging world trading partner.
USAID Sustainable Development Goals
and Mission Strategic Objectives (MSOs)
Broad-based Economic Growth: Develop
a more competitive, participatory economy.
USAID's strategy is to help Indonesia
achieve newly industrialized country (NIC)
status through policy assistance which
strengthens markets and improves access
and opportunity. To achieve this, USAID's
focus is on policies which support economic
deregulation, improved operation of financial markets and commercial law and increased capacity of the public and private
sectors to finance basic services. Policy
assistance is ensuring the rationalization and
sustainability of public and private sector
health service delivery.
Stabilizing Population Growth: Increase
use of effective family planning and selected
health services. USAID is promoting even
greater use of contraception, particularly
long-term methods, to ensure continued
fertility rate declines as well as supporting
the development of national AIDS policy
and appropriate prevention practices. Indicators include a 100% increase in condom
sales outlets and reported condom use in
demonstration areas.
Protecting the Environment: Reduce rate
of degradation of natural resources and the

environment in targeted sectors. Indonesia's
sustainable economic growth relies heavily
on prudent management of the natural resource base. To reduce the rate of degradation, USAID seeks policy and institutional
change in biodiversity conservation, forest
and marine resource management and urban
environmental infrastructure. Targets include a 50% decline in the rate of deforestation, reduction of pollution among 1,400
companies and increased investment in biodiversity conservation and urban environmental infrastructure.
Building Democracy: Increase effectiveness of key institutions supporting citizens'
rights and broader civic participation.
USAID's strategy strengthens key institutions in and outside government, increasing
their accountability and effectiveness in
ensuring the basic rights of Indonesian citizens and promoting greater participation in
decision-making at all levels. USAID is targeting assistance toward East Timor to highlight U.S. Government concern with the
human rights and development situation in
the province.
USAID Mission Results
Broad-based Economic Growth: Develop
a more competitive, participatory economy.
USAID's policy assistance resulted in implementation of policies and programs that
increase domestic tax collection, a decision
to establish a bond rating agency, and helped
to ensure the issuance of a fiscally sound
five-year budget. USAID policy advice also
contributed to Government of Indonesia
(GOI) compliance with General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), improved
Central Bank monetary management and
substantially increased resources for essential urban infrastructure. By creating university job placement centers, USAID improved the linkage of education to jobs.
USAID and other donors' interventions
supported economic growth of 6.3% in
1993.
Stabilizing Population Growth: Increase
use of effective family planning and selected
health services. From 1971 to 1991, USAID
has supported GOI programs leading to a
decline in the fertility rate from 5.6 to 3.1,
an increase in contraceptive use among married women of reproductive age from 10%
to 49.7% and a decrease in the infant mortality rate from 132/1,000 to 68/1,000. Health
sector financing reforms have made better
use of health resources and established models for managed care insurance programs. A
new policy on pharmaceutical use now emphasizes generic drugs.
Protecting the Environment: Reduce rate
of degradation of natural resources and the
environment in targeted sectors. Collaborating with the GOI and Japan, USAID designed an independent Indonesian founda-
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tion to mobilize funding and to award grants
to nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)
and scientists for conserving biological diversity. USAID, with World Bank cofinancing, initiated a program to train
800,000 rice farmers in techniques to control
pests while greatly reducing pesticide use.
With policy assistance, local government
revenues for urban environmental infrastructure increased 40% in the last three years.
Building Democracy: Increase effectiveness of key institutions supporting citizens'
rights and broader civic participation.
USAID's NGO program has assisted NGOs
to more effectively advocate for change.
U.S. assistance to East Timor has expanded
quickly, demonstrating our commitment to
human rights.
Other FY 1995 USAID-Managed Activities
USAID will monitor a $25,000,000
Housing Guaranty (HG) Program and a P.L.
480 Title II food aid program of $4,784,000.
Other Donors
In 1992, U.S. aid represented approximately 1% of the total contributions of $5.1
billion to Indonesia. Over 80% of the donor
total comes from the World Bank, the Asian
Development Bank and Japan.
FY 1995 Sustainable Development Request
USAID requests $62,817,000 in Sustainable Development funds in FY 1995 to provide incremental funding of $15,960,000 in
broad-based economic growth, $18,525,000
in stabilizing population growth,
$22,578,000 in protecting the environment,
and $5,754,000 in building democracy.
--USAID/Indonesia Mission Director:
C.F. Weden

PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC
UNION LAUNCHED IN
JAKARTA
GreenLeft, 10 May 1994
By M. Bandung in Jakarta and Max Lane
One hundred students, workers and
farmers crowded into the offices of the Jakarta Legal Aid Institute (LBH) on May 2
for the launch of Indonesia's first campaigning democratic organisation, the People's
Democratic Union (PRD).
As well as the 100 or so delegates to the
founding congress, held April 30-May 1,
prominent oppositionists were also present
to give greetings. These included Adnan
Buyung Nasution, the director of LBH;
Dede Triawan from the environmental peak
organisation WAHLI; Mochtar Pakpahan,
head of the recently formed independent
trade union SBSI and currently awaiting trial
on political charges; and Pramoedya Ananta

Toer, the renowned novelist. Local and foreign press were also present.
Pramoedya was reported to have told
some of the young PRD activists that they
were more courageous than the youth of his
generation. According to Pramoedya, the
generation of activists from 1945 confronted
an armed repressive force with arms,
whereas the youth of the current period are
taking up the struggle unarmed.
The PRD is based on a network of local
student, worker and farmer groups based in
Jakarta, Bandung, Yogyakarta, Solo, Semarang and Surabaya in Java, Medan in Sumatra and Menado in Sulawesi. This is the first
attempt to form these groups into a national
organisation.
The launch was used by the newly
elected chairperson, Sugeng Bahagijo, to
present the demands of the new organisation, set out in a founding declaration. The
reading of the declaration was accompanied
by loud shouts of "Long live democracy"
and "Long live the workers".
The declaration calls for democratisation
of Indonesian society and a return to civilian
rule. The PRD demands free elections based
on the district system to directly elect people for the presidency, the legislature and
judiciary for a maximum of two terms.
The PRD calls for restoration of the right
to form political parties and mass organisations besides those chosen by the government, and the right to hold public rallies,
demonstrations and other political activities.
It also calls for the restoration of freedom of
speech and a free press.
Representatives of PRD emphasised the
role of the workers movement in the struggle
for democracy. "A central pillar of the Indonesian democratic movement was the rise of
the workers movement in the 1990s. It
would be a mistake to struggle for democracy without the working class at the head
of the struggle", one activist said. "History
shows that it is the workers movement that
is the effective catalyst and safeguard for
democracy."
PRD has made two particularly bold demands in the Indonesian context. First, the
declaration calls for the restoration of civil
rights to the tens of thousands of leftist and
nationalist former political prisoners arrested in 1965. These people still have lost
their right to work in many areas, to write
and to travel; they must carry special ID
cards. Second, PRD has taken a strong stand
on East Timor, calling for peaceful resolution and no military intervention, and recognising the human and democratic rights of
the East Timorese nation.
The end of monopoly practices and collusion between businesses and the authorities, the application of a progressive tax on
the country's giant business conglomerates,
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free education for the poor and an end to the
enforcing of cultural conformity are also
among the demands of the declaration.
Elected to the board of the new organisation are Sugeng Bahagijo (a philosophy student from Gajah Mada University, UGM)
as general chairperson, secretary general
Tumpas Sitorus (from the Institute of Science and Technology), head of the advocacy
department Juli Eko Nugroho (from the
Islamic University of Indonesia, UII), head
of research and development Aris Arief
Mundayat (a literature lecturer from UGM),
head of the department for organisational
development and cooperation Benu Hidayat
(from Diponegoro University, Undip), head
of the financial Department (from the economics faculty at UII), and head of the cultural department, poet Wiji Thukul.
The founding of the PRD comes in the
midst of a range of disturbing developments
for the Suharto regime. Medan and Jakarta
are still tense following six days of rioting
by 20,000 young workers in Medan, who
were demanding wage rises and the right to
organise freely. This followed an earlier
strike of 13,000 workers in Solo in February. More strikes have taken place in recent
weeks in Central Java.
A recent scandal over the misappropriation of tens of millions of dollars by a Jakarta businessman sponsored by a retired
admiral and former minister has also rocked
the political scene.
Meanwhile, nationwide attention and
criticism are drawn to revelations about the
use of torture to force defendants in a murder trial to confess to the murder of a
woman worker leader, Marsinah, which
everyone believes was committed by the
military.
Officials have responded quickly to the
founding of PRD. The minister for political
and security affairs, Soesilo Soedarman, was
quoted in Kompas as saying that if the PRD
disobeys and continues to engage in political
activity, the government will take a firm
stance. By law, only the three "socialpolitical organisations" approved by the
government are allowed to be active in politics.
The director general of the Department of
Social and Political Affairs, Soetoyo, told
journalists, "PRD is not allowed to engage in
political activity, and it should not if it
doesn't want to come up against the relevant
[state] agency. So, [they] shouldn't play
around in this matter."
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INDONESIA NOT SATISFIED
WITH ENVOY'S
EXPLANATION ON EAST
TIMOR MEETING IN THE
PHILIPPINES
Asahi Shimbun, May 18, 1994. Translated
from Japanese
Jakarta, May 17 - Former foreign minister Manglapus, who visited Jakarta as Philippine President Ramos' special envoy with
regard to a non governmental organization
(NGO)'s international conference on East
Timor to be held in Manila which Indonesia
is unhappy about, met with Indonesian
foreign minister, Ali Alatas, on the 16th and
sought the latter's understanding that (the
Philippine Government) under the Constitution could not stop private sector activities."
Foreign Minister Alatas, however, was
not inclined to accept the Philippines' explanation and said that the meeting could
adversely effect relations between the two
countries.
According to the press conference by the
two, Manglapus stressed the Philippine
Government's position of strong support
for Indonesia's integration of East Timor
while at the same time explaining that the
freedom to hold the meeting was guaranteed
by the Constitution.

FRETILIN INTERVIEW: 20
YEARS OF STRUGGLE
Green Left #143, May 18, 1994
May 20 is the 20th anniversary of the
formation of Fretilin (Frente Revolucionara
do Timor Leste Independente), the largest
East Timorese party struggling for independence from Indonesian rule. Its formation in 1974 was motivated by the fall of the
Caetano dictatorship in Portugal and the
example of African liberation movements
fighting against Portuguese colonial rule.
Fretilin and UDT (Timorese Democratic
Union), as new parties favouring independence, gained support from the rapidly politicised Timorese people. The more radical
program of Fretilin, based on immediate
independence and policies of social and
economic justice, made it the leading party
in East Timor by the beginning of 1975.
Following an unsuccessful attempt by
UDT to seize power, Fretilin's strength and
support were further consolidated. During
this period military incursions from Indonesia increased. Fretilin proclaimed the formation of the Democratic Republic of East
Timor on November 28. In the early hours
of December 8, Indonesian forces invaded.
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Fretilin has continued the struggle for independence, as have the Timorese people as
a whole. The membership of Fretilin abroad
held a crucial plenary meeting from April 9
to 15 in Lisbon to discuss questions of organisation and strategy.
The meeting elected Fretilin's Central
Council of External Delegates, Jose Luis
Guterres as its chairperson and two deputies. Alfredo Ferreira and Estanislau da Silva
were elected to the Central Council as representatives from Australia. Jon Land of
Green Left Weekly spoke to da Silva about
the decisions made and the current situation
in East Timor.
Question: What is the significance of the
recent meeting?
This has been the most important meeting of Fretilin abroad since 1975. For the
first time we have elected a leadership involving delegates from Fretilin committees
all over: Australia (Darwin, Perth Sydney
and Melbourne), Angola, Mozambique and
Portugal. Representatives also came from
London.
Debate was open to more members of
Fretilin. For the first time, Fretilin committees were able to democratically elect their
own delegates to be sent to the plenary. The
opening ceremony was attended by representatives of various Portuguese parties,
Jose Ramos Horta, special representative
for CNRM (the National Council of
Maubere Resistance), and greetings were
received from UDT.
The plenary confirmed the expulsion of
former Fretilin leader abroad, Abilio Araújo,
who had been suspended since 1983. The
decision to suspend Araújo was sent to East
Timor, and all of the Fretilin committees
there were consulted before the decision was
ratified. Araújo had made decisions unilaterally; he wanted to be leader for life. So his
expulsion was a very important part of
reaffirming the democratic principles and
organisation of Fretilin.
Question: Apart from the elections of a
new chairperson and Central Council, what
were some of the other decisions and projections made by the plenary?
One of the main points of discussion was
how to structure Fretilin to respond better
to changes in the world political arena, how
to better disseminate information from Fretilin within East Timor through the external
Fretilin committees and the implementation
of Fretilin policies more broadly through our
international work.
Another decision of major importance
was to take steps to hold a national convention of East Timorese, possibly in Australia,
within the next two years. This would be a
meeting broader than Fretilin and Fretilin
supporters. We are currently negotiating
with UDT and other Timorese groups the

appropriate location and framework for the
convention.
The plenary also discussed the formation
of a Council of Elders. This is basically in
response to the destruction of East
Timorese culture since the invasion by Indonesia. It will play a consultative role and
allow discussion and debate to be broader,
involving both Fretilin and Fretilin supporters.
Question: In terms of negotiations, what
issues did the plenary discuss?
Fretilin has its own peace proposals
which were published a few years ago. We
endorse Xanana's proposals for negotiations
without preconditions. The implementation
of this or any other proposal has to be done
through a referendum. Only the people of
East Timor can choose what they want. We
will explore whatever avenues of action and
negotiation it will require to achieve this
goal.
There is a negotiating body, composed of
Fretilin, UDT and the special representative
of CNRM, Jose Ramos Horta. This body
will work on a document which will be discussed by the leadership of Fretilin and
UDT, in order to formulate a working
document for negotiation. The Fretilin
chairperson and two deputies have a mandate to negotiate on behalf of Fretilin with
UDT and Horta.
In the recent fourth round of meetings in
Geneva at the UN, the Indonesian foreign
minister indicated that the Indonesian government would be prepared to meet with
East Timorese leaders who are against integration.
We know that Indonesia is doing everything in order to stagnate the situation. But
then this is an official public statement, and
for the first time they have accepted to negotiate with East Timorese leaders who
want independence. At the same time,
though, they say that they also have to
negotiate with Timorese who are proIndonesia. So it is a sort of game they are
playing in order to maintain the status quo.
Indonesia itself is facing internal problems, and there is uncertainty in terms of the
leadership of Indonesia after Suharto. Suharto wants to retire with an image as an
important leader in the region. It's possible
his regime is trying to find a compromise
solution for the situation. We have to wait
and see how far they will go.
Ultimately, there will be no solution
without East Timorese representatives - not
just Fretilin but all East Timorese groups.
Question: What is the current situation in
East Timor and the state of the armed resistance?
In terms of the resistance, we have made
clear since the invasion by Indonesia that we
would resist in several ways. We have
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armed resistance and also cultural resistance.
Abroad we are struggling on the diplomatic
front. Our representatives have been working to counter the Indonesian propaganda
and persuade other governments to support
and recognise the sovereignty of East Timor.
In East Timor at the moment, nothing has
changed. Indonesia has been carrying out an
exercise to relieve international pressure.
The journalists and some representatives of
human rights groups who have been allowed
to visit East Timor recently have been used
by the Indonesian government to do this.
People are still being arrested and tortured. Anyone suspected of being a Fretilin
sympathiser is harassed and assaulted by
Indonesian soldiers - this happened twice to
Father Augustine in January.
Many people were arrested and detained
after the journalists left. They say that only
a few people have been arrested, but this is
not true. Even Bishop Belo has made
lengthy statements that there is no freedom
in East Timor.
The armed resistance is still very much
alive, even though we acknowledge it is a
small unit. It is still causing a lot of problems for the Indonesian armed forces. This
can be seen by the number of Indonesian
soldiers being maintained, despite statements that troop numbers would be reduced. There are at least eight battalions
comprising 30,000 personnel, plus additional intelligence, security and police officers. Even the foreign observers, whenever
they visit always say there is an "unusual"
presence of military forces.
The resistance is still very significant in
terms of pressure on the Indonesian authorities. With regards to logistics and arms, it is
not very much - but in terms of political
pressure it still plays an important role.
Question: International solidarity has
played a major role in raising the issue of
East Timor. What activities do you think are
important for the solidarity movement here
in Australia to carry out?
What we would like to see is more support for the East Timorese political organisations here in Australia. As a member of
Fretilin, I would like more support for Fretilin - in terms of the whole resistance it is
important also to support other East
Timorese parties.
We have the experience of 20 years of
struggle. The history of Fretilin is very
much entwined with the struggle of the
people for liberation.
We would also like to see the Australian
solidarity movement intensify its activities lobbying of politicians, government and
other institutions. They can apply pressure
to the Australian government to play an
important role in the settlement of this issue. Of course there is the question of the
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Timor Gap Treaty as well. In whose interest is this development taking place?
It is also very important to mobilise the
Australian people in support of East Timor.
We would like to see demonstrations for
peace in East Timor to have as many people
as possible. That too will put a lot of pressure on the government.
We would also like to see the formation
of more coordinated national actions of the
East Timor support groups, for events like
November 12 [anniversary of the 1991 Dili
massacre]. It would also improve the impact
of lobbying efforts. Local activities combined in a national approach can be highly
effective for solidarity work.

ered, namely, interrupting the mediation
efforts by Indonesia with Muslim rebels in
the south of the Philippines.
Philippines' president Fidel Ramos has
declared already that his government does
not endorse the conference and reiterated
M anila's official position of recognition of
ET's annexation. However, Ramos stated
that his government could not prohibit the
conference, as that would be anti- constitutional.

NOAM CHOMSKY IN LISBON

May 18, 1994
We have just returned from Jakarta,
where we carried out, upon the instructions
of President Ramos, a special mission to
Indonesia. We conveyed a letter from the
President to President Suharto concerning
the proposed holding in the Philippines of a
meeting on East Timor, an event over while
the Indonesian Government has expressed
its deep concern.
We had the occasion to exchange views
on this subject with His Excellency Ali
Alatas, the Foreign Minister of Indonesia,
and other officials of the Indonesian Government. Our talks were characterised by
the utmost cordiality.
We assured the Indonesian Government
of the Philippines' continuing support for
the territorial integrity of the Republic of
Indonesia, including the Province of East
Timor, support which President Ramos had
already re-affirmed in connection with the
proposed conference on East Timor. We
recalled the declarations of President Ramos,
Vice President Estrada and other Pilipino
officials that they shared Indonesia's concerns over the implications of the conference.
We made it clear that President Ramos
had firmly dissociated the Philippine Government from the conference. At the same
time, we pointed out that the event was
being organised with Pilipino private groups
and individuals as -formally- the hosts. And
we stressed that the Philippine Government
is unable to prevent, under normal circumstances, the conference from taking place.
However, we informed the Indonesian officials that everything would be done, in accordance with the Constitution and our
laws, to ensure that this unfortunate development does not harm the friendly relations
between the Philippines and Indonesia.
Foreign Minister Alatas expressed the
gratitude of President Soeharto to President
Ramos for sending our mission. He conveyed the Indonesian Government's appreciation for our explanation and for the reit-

LUSA (5/18/94) -- Upon invitation by
the Portuguese Socialist Party (PS), Chomsky will participate Wednesday in two debates in Lisbon on politics, the media, and
East Timor. The debate will include politicians and journalists. After the debate, there
will be a dinner attended by people involved
in the ET issue

INDONESIAN
DEMONSTRATIONS,
ARRESTS, SENTENCING, ET
AL.
LUSA (5/18/94) -- Twenty-one Indonesian students were sentenced today to 6
months in prison for having demonstrated in
December for human rights in Indonesia.
Nine other students were arrested today
during a demonstration of several hundred
people in favor of those sentenced and calling for democratization of Indonesia.
In addition to the increasing student protests against Suharto's dictatorship, there
have recently been several demonstrations
by workers demanding union freedom, including a demo in Medan (Sumatra) which
ended with serious conflicts.

THE MANILA CONFERENCE
LUSA (5/18/94) -- The Indonesian news
agency Antara however emphasized a demonstration in which dozens of youths allegedly protested the Manila conference on ET
in front of the Philippines consulate in
North Sulawesi (an island close to the Philippines).
Indonesian sources told Associated Press
that another commercial delegation has cancelled the planned trip to the Philippines,
following similar decisions by other commercial missions and by a delegation of college students. The same sources added that
other protest measures were being consid-

MANGLAPUS STATEMENT
AFTER RETURNING TO
MANILA
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eration of the Philippine Government's
support for the Indonesian position on East
Timor. He stated, as other Indonesian officials had done and have done, that Indonesia
understood and respected the Philippine
position on Constitutional Rule and human
rights. He declared, however, that the proposed conference was not simply a matter
of human rights.
We noted Minister Alatas' observation
that the scheduled meeting was neither a
gathering on human rights nor an academic
exercise but was part of a political action
plan of a small secessionist exile group using
the Philippine conference to subvert Indonesia’s sovereignty over East Timor.
We also noted that this small secessionist
exile group was given the central direction in
the organization of the conference.
We recalled the invaluable role which Indonesia has played in the Organization of
Islamic Conference with respect to our secessionist problem. The mission expressed
the Philippines' gratitude for this.
We and the Indonesians agreed to continue exchanging views and information on
this matter and on Philippine-Indonesian
relations in general.

NZ PRIME MINISTER SHAPES
HIS LINE ON TIMOR
NZ Herald, front page. May 18 1994
Extracts:
Mr Bolger, speaking in Singapore, soon
after leaving Indonesia, said last night he had
asked President Suharto if two or three MPs
could go to East Timor.
After a momentary pause, the President
said yes, Bolger said.
In Wellington the parliamentary committee which handles foreign affairs and defence
matters is looking seriously at the invitation
to visit East Timor.
Mrs McLauclin said the committee
should go. Its members were sufficiently
strong-minded to ensure they were not presented with a "white-wash," she said yesterday.

INDONESIAN AGENTS AM ID
THE PILGRIMS
Diario de Noticias, 12 May 1994. Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- According to Mateus Brito
Ximenes, who was among the young
Timorese who demonstrated against the
presence of Lopes da Cruz at Lisbon airport, among the group of Timorese pilgrims
who came to Portugal there is at least one
agent of the Indonesian secret military police (Bais). Mateus Brito Ximenes is one of
the four Timorese students who sought
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political asylum at the Finnish Embassy in
Jakarta and who subsequently arrived in
Lisbon last December. According to Mateus'
statements to Lusa, following the incidents
on Tuesday at the airport involving Suharto's itinerant ambassador, when the
group were leaving the airport on a bus, two
Indonesians were spotted taking photos of
the Timorese who were demonstrating outside the bus.
Mateus Brito said he recognised one of
them as being Hamdjan Landolo, a Bais
agent who was sent to the Finnish Embassy
when he and his companions were taking
refuge there. In addition to Landolo, another
Indonesian, Oey Kwie Lian, is with the
group in Portugal, though the reasons for his
presence here are not known.
According to the CNRM representative,
Luis Cardoso, the inclusion of the Indonesian agents in the group of Timorese "contradicts the statements of Lopes da Cruz
that the visit to Portugal was a purely for
religious motives."

CARRASCALÃO CRITICISES
LISBON'S "PATERNALISM"
Publico, 12 May 1994. Translated from
Portuguese
Lisbon -- Joao Carrascalão, Chairman of
UDT, has not eased his criticism of the
Portuguese Government's granting an entry
visa to Lopes da Cruz. Yesterday, in a press
conference held in Lisbon's Timor Centre, to
mark UDT's 20th anniversary, Carrascalão
regretted what he described as "paternalism"
on the part of the authorities, who had mistakenly believed "that the Timorese would
accept anything foisted upon them".
"I am sorry to see that the Portuguese
Government has miscalculated the sensitivity of the Timorese", said Carrascalão, adding that he hoped "that they are more careful
next time..." Carrascalão’s statements were
made in reply to questions about last Tuesday's incidents at Lisbon airport, where eggs
and excrement were thrown at Lopes da
Cruz by a group of young Timorese.
The UDT leader reiterated that his party
was not involved in the incidents and repeated (see yesterday's Publico) statements
in support of the "spontaneous movement
of young people". For Carrascalão, the
presence of Suharto's ambassador in Portugal constitutes a "provocation", and the
reaction of the Timorese who went to meet
him was not very different to the recent
reaction of Portuguese students against the
Government.
Splits in the "Troika"
The position taken by the UDT leader on
the airport incidents coincides with that of
the CNRM, expressed by Ramos Horta on

Tuesday, but is far from the assessment
made that day by Jose Luis Guterres, the
recently elected leader of Fretilin's external
wing, who regretted what happened and
criticised the attitude of the young
Timorese.
The airport episode has, therefore,
caused internal differences in the Timorese
"troika", in the Diplomatic Front's Coordinating Commission (CCFD), with Carrascalão and Horta on one side and Guterres on
the other.
In yesterday's press conference, Carrascalão suggested there might be another split,
this time with regard to the leader of the
Resistance. While Fretilin and the CNRM
have been strengthening the role of Xanana
Gusmão as number one leader of the
Timorese Resistance, the UDT Chairman
appears to be taking a different position. In
a somewhat enigmatic tone, he said "Commander Xanana Gusmão has now gone beyond the leadership phase, and has reached
the stage of symbolising the Resistance".
This issue might be clarified next Friday,
when Joao Carrascalão takes part in a debate
- another initiative in the context of UDT's
20th anniversary commemorations - along
with representatives of the CNRM and
Fretilin, as well as Adriano Moreira.
The UDT leader also confirmed he would
be attending the conference on East Timor
taking place in Manila in June, and said that
a well-known guerrilla arrived last Saturday
from Macau "directly from the interior".
The identity of this member of the armed
Resistance was revealed, for security reasons.

FOREIGN MINISTRY
REGRETS INCIDENTS AND IS
PREPARED TO TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY
Publico, 12 May 1994. Translated from
Portuguese. Abridged
Lisbon -- Yesterday, Durão Barroso admitted that the Foreign Ministry (FO) could
take responsibility for the incidents occurred last Tuesday when Lopes da Cruz
arrived in Lisbon.
"If someone has to be held responsible, I
will, the Foreign Ministry will take responsibility", the head of Portuguese diplomacy
told RTP on his return from South Africa,
after attending the new government's inaugural ceremony.
While acknowledging he did not yet have
all the details of the incident, Durão Barroso
regretted what had happened - "I do not
think it right that anyone, whoever they
may be, should be assaulted". However, he
minimised the effects which the episode
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might have on the talks on Timor with his
counterpart Ali Alatas.

CNRM: WE ARE PRAYING
WITH THE REAL PILGRIMS
Publico, 12 May 1994. Translated from
Portuguese
Lisbon -- Without withdrawing any support for the attitude of the young Timorese
involved in the airport incident, the CNRM
representative in Lisbon, Luis Cardoso,
yesterday released a statement in which he
appealed to "all Timorese" to "pray with
the real pilgrims" for "our brothers, over 200
thousand of them who have been killed,
those who are in prison and undergo torture,
and those in the mountains unable to pray in
churches and cathedrals, for peace in
Timor".
What happened in Lisbon airport is still
seen as "an expression of the indignation felt
by young Timorese towards the figure
which that gentlemen (Lopes da Cruz)
represents, in all that drama and genocide in
Timor..", but there is clear concern about
differentiating between Suharto's ambassador and the other members of the delegation
going with him to Fatima.
Luis Cardoso believes that Jakarta could
try to make gains from the incident, and said
that if Indonesia uses the episode in its favour, it would be acting "in bad faith" because "at the moment it is promoting
pseudo-reconciliation which does not have
the backing of the people".
With regard to "real reconciliation", the
CNRM representative in Lisbon suggested
that Foreign Minister, Ali Alatas, uses his
stay in South Africa (he is there to attend
Nelson Mandela's inauguration) to "learn the
true meaning of the word". Cardoso used the
opportunity to compare Mandela and
Xanana, described as the only Timorese
leader capable of leading a reconciliation
process.

TIMOR'S BISHOP ONLY
AGREES TO TALKS
INVOLVING EVERYONE
Publico, 12 May 1994, Translated from
Portuguese.
Lisbon -- Carlos Ximenes Belo, apostolic
administrator of Dili, has said he is open to
"future rounds of talks" on reconciliation
with the Indonesians, as long as "all the
political and social sectors of the Timorese
people" are involved. In a letter addressed to
Abilio Araújo, the main promoter of the
reconciliation meeting which, a year ago,
brought together in London Timorese exiles
and Timorese supporters of the integration

of East Timor in Indonesia, the Bishop detailed what he understands by "social and
political sectors": Fretilin "with its different
factions", the Maubere Resistance National
Council (CNRM), UDT, the Liurais and
traditional leaders, students and those at
university.
"The Dili diocese will have no part in the
buying and selling of Timor", warned Ximenes Belo, after denouncing that "according to
what people are saying" the aim of reconciliation is based on "economic interests",
the main beneficiaries of which will be
Abilio Araújo himself and those in charge of
the Portugal-Indonesia Friendship Association, Manuel Macedo and Galvão de Melo.
"The dignity of the people of Timor, no
matter how backward and uneducated they
may be, deserves every respect".
The letter, the tone of which was hard
and sarcastic, says that, according to the
Indonesian media and Lopes da Cruz, "the
group on the outside (i.e. Timorese exiles in
Portugal and Macau that had direct talks
with Indonesia) accept integration", and he
refers to another reason for reticence: "Why
are Timorese on the outside in favour of
reconciliation, when back here the people
are still subjected to all kinds of pressure;
when the city of Dili is gradually becoming a
Javanese city; when waves of immigrants
continue to arrive and occupy the fertile
lands of the southern coast; when the young
people involved in the 12 November (the
1991 massacre at Santa Cruz) are still being
hunted down."
The Bishop of Timor, who sent a copy
of his letter to Publico, via the same emissaries who, at the end of April in Dili, outlined the positions of the group which advocates reconciliation, concluded his letter
advising that : "Dr. Abilio and Ambassador
Lopes da Cruz" should sit down at the negotiating table with the Indonesians in Jakarta and "try to improve the situation inside the territory", instead of "going around
London hotels, talking about matters which
are not quite transparent for the ordinary
people of Timor".
Abilio wants meeting with Xanana
Abilio Araújo was "shocked" by the letter: "The Bishop still bases his views on
what he hears from others, and he seems to
want to ignore the information he received
from the two emissaries (Father Constâncio
Gusmão and Costa Belo) who went to see
him", ... The Timorese leader, who heads
one of the Fretilin factions which is not
recognised by the Resistance, described
allegations that the reconciliation initiative is
fueled by economic objectives as "false": "I
took no vow of poverty like he did, but I
want to state clearly that my economic
partners are not as Ximenes Belo thinks", he
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said, although he would not disclose who
the commercial partners of his firm were.
Araújo said that, in his letter of reply to
the Bishop, he would say that he would be
now be transferring the trust he had deposited in Ximenes Belo to the UN Secretary
General, because the latter "his approach is
not negative from the outset" and he is prepared to open up a dialogue among
Timorese". Araújo did say, however, that he
would be satisfying one of the Bishop's
suggestions: "I am going to Jakarta to talk to
the authorities and Ambassador Lopes da
Cruz about improving the situation inside
the territory. And I don't think I will be
going to any more London hotels to talk
about these matters."
The former head of the external delegation of Fretilin thinks that the time is right
to go to Jakarta, where, among other contacts there, he intends to meet Xanana
Gusmão.
Although the guerrilla leader replied "ambiguously" when the meeting was suggested
to him, Constâncio Gusmão (who met with
Xanana for two hours last week in Cipinang
prison) believes that it is possible. "Xanana
started by receiving us coldly, even avoiding
the embrace which we wanted to give him
but, as it became clear that our ultimate aim
is self-determination, his attitude changed",
said Constâncio Gusmão to Publico.

ASEAN UNNERVED
Publico, 12 May 1994. Translated from
Portuguese
Lisbon -- Yesterday, the Government of
the Philippines expressed its hope that the
Asian Pacific conference, to be held between
31 May and 4 June on the question of
Timor, will not affect its relations with Indonesia. The Philippine Foreign Affairs
Secretary stated that "East Timor is an Indonesian internal matter and it is not up to
the Philippine Government to comment on
it." On Tuesday, Awang Baaring, spokesperson for the Indonesian Embassy in Manila, expressed similar concerns, stated that
"the Conference interferes in our internal
affairs", and said that the Indonesian Government might even lodge a formal protest.
The diplomat added, referring to the fact
that the two countries are members of
ASEAN, that his country is urging the Manila Government to stop the conference
being held, and said that his government
considered the Philippines to be "a brother
and neighbour country". In Johannesburg,
the Philippine Vice- President, Joseph
Estrada met with Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas and expressed his concern that
the conference could jeopardise the cordial
relations between the two countries. Alatas
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is said to have told Estrada that Jakarta
understood that the Philippines authorities
could not stop the conference from going
ahead, as its Constitution guaranteed the
right to freedom of assembly.

HUMAN RIGHTS -- DAME
TIZARD SPEAKS OUT
Publico, 12 May 1994. Translated from
Portuguese
Yesterday, Catherine Tizard, GovernorGeneral of New Zealand, broke the rules of
protocol by expressing her concern about
the situation in East Timor, during the presentation of the new Indonesian Ambassador's credentials. The representative of the
British Crown, which traditionally keeps its
distance from political disputes, accompanied her comments to the new Ambassador
to Wellington, Tengku Dahlia Soemolang,
with confirmation that New Zealand would
support Indonesia's aspirations to get a seat
on the next UN Security Council.

FOREIGNERS BARRED
FROM HUMAN RIGHTS
CONFERENCE ON EAST
TIMOR
AFP, 20 May 1994
Manila -- President Fidel Ramos said
Friday that foreign participants of a planned
human rights conference on East Timor,
opening in Manila later this month, would
be banned from entering the Philippines.
Their presence at a privately organised
May 31 - June 3 meeting would be 'inimical
to the national interest,' a presidential palace
statement said.
The regional conference had sparked a
diplomatic row between Manila and Jakarta,
with the latter threatening retaliation if it
takes place. Ramos cited the planned participation of Jose Ramos-Horta, a special
representative of the East Timor resistance.
He ordered Justice Secretary Franklin
Drilon to 'take immediate steps to exclude
such persons and other non-Filipino conferees'.
On Thursday, Indonesia, angry at the
East Timor seminar, had threatened to scrap
a meeting it had organised between Manila
and a group of Filipino Muslim rebels. The
meeting is due to take place next month.

TAPOL PROTESTS TO
PRESIDENT RAMOS
TAPOL, the Indonesia Human Rights Campaign, has faxed the following letter of protest to the President of the Philippines.
20 May 1994
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President Fidel Ramos, Manila
Fax: c/o Press Secretary: +63-2 731-1325
Dear President Ramos,
This organisation is outraged to learn of
your decision to bar all non-Filipinos from
attending a conference on East Timor due to
commence in Manila on 31 May.
We profoundly regret that you have
bowed to pressure from the Indonesian
government which has been doing everything possible to sabotage the conference.
You and members of your government
have said repeatedly in the past few days
that you could not, under the Constitution,
prevent the conference from taking place.
Moreover, you have stated your commitment to democratic principles. Yet, by taking such destructive action, you are in fact
making it impossible for the aims of the
conference to be achieved. It has been
planned as an international gathering not
only for foreigners from all parts of the
world but also for East Timorese who regard
the conference as an opportunity to inform
the people of the Philippines and representatives from other countries of the justice of
their struggle.
We appeal to you to rescind your decision barring foreigners from attending the
conference. Surely you cannot allow the
reputation of your country to be tarnished
with such a shameful action that strikes at
the very heart of democratic exchange and
dialogue.
Yours sincerely,
Carmel Budiardjo

BLACKLIST FOR MANILA
CONFERENCE
TAPOL report, 20 May 1994
We have learnt from reliable sources in
Manila that a list of names is circulating in
press circles which is said to be the blacklist
of persons who should be prevented from
entering the Philippines for the East Timor
conference. The names are:
Jose Ramos-Horta, Jose Guterres, Carmel Budiardjo, Liem Soei Liong, Agio
Pereira, Mari Alkatiri, Juan Federer, Joao
Carrascalão.
This quite evidently is a list supplied by
Indonesian intelligence. It is not clear how
the barring instruction will operate against
others arriving in Manila for the conference

PRESIDENT RAMOS URGED
TO RESCIND ORDER
BARRING FOREIGNERS
FROM EAST TIMOR
CONFERENCE
TAPOL, the Indonesia Human Rights Campaign, issued the following press release 20
May 1994:
TAPOL, the Indonesia Human Rights
Campaign, today called on President Fidel
Ramos of the Philippines to rescind his
decision barring non-Filipinos from attending a conference on East Timor scheduled to
begin in Manila on 31 May.
A presidential palace statement issued
today said their presence would be 'inimical
to the national interest'.
Carmel Budiardjo of TAPOL said in her
letter:
We regret that you have bowed to pressure from the Indonesian government which
has been doing everything possible to sabotage the conference.
Indonesia has on numerous occasions
spoken out angrily against other countries
for intervening in internal Indonesian affairs
whenever governments raise issues with
Jakarta about the situation in East Timor or
about human rights generally in Indonesia.
Yet now, the Indonesian government has
used every diplomatic resource to exert
pressure on the Philippines government to
prevent the conference from taking place.
This is a case of blatant interference in the
internal affairs of a neighbouring country
and an example of how Indonesia feels it can
throw its weight around in the region.
TAPOL has learnt from reliable sources
in Manila that the Filipino authorities have a
blacklist of persons barred from entering the
country for the conference. The eight names
include Jose Ramos-Horta, co-leader of the
East Timorese resistance movement, the
CNRM, several East Timorese and two
activists from TAPOL, Carmel Budiardjo
and Liem Soei Liong. Such a list could only
have been supplied by Indonesian intelligence, proving the close collusion between
the Indonesian and Filipino intelligence to
sabotage the conference.
TAPOL warmly welcomes the decision
of the organisers in Manila to go ahead with
the conference regardless of all the barriers
emanating from Jakarta that have dogged
their preparatory work from the very start.
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APCET REACTION ON THE
RAMOS ORDER BANNING
THE ENTRY OF FOREIGN
CONFEREES
The following Press Release was issued 20
May 1994, in Manila by the Asia-Pacific
Conference on East Timor:
Indonesia has succeeded in invading the
Philippines -- not in military terms as it did
in East Timor in 1975 - but in foreign policies and diplomatic work.
Banning foreign personalities from entry
to the Philippines is a clear surrender to
Indonesian pressure. Certainly, the Ramos
administration is acting as if the Philippines
is Indonesia's 28th province. To placate
General Suharto, Gen. Ramos will do everything, even surrender our own dignity as a
race.
On what basis has the Philippine authorities banned speakers and participants to the
conference except on the hate list issued by
the Indonesian government?
We have repeatedly informed high government Philippine and Indonesian embassy
officials that the conference has invited international participants of different persuasion, including pro-Indonesian Timorese.
This obviously has not diminished the extreme paranoia of Indonesia that will only
be satisfied by complete silence.
What does Indonesia have to hide on East
Timor?
If they can pressure the Philippines this
way, we can only imagine what they can do
in Indonesia and what they have done in
East Timor.
But definitely, the conference will push
through despite the collusion of the Indonesian and Philippine governments. The East
Timor issue has been silenced for two decades. It can not be silenced now. Certainly
not in its neighbourhood.
Note: Anyone issuing press statements
or writing to President Ramos can fax copies
to APCET, fax +63-2 921-6774.

BRITISH COALITION
PROTESTS BAN ON EAST
TIMOR CONFERENCE
NEWS RELEASE, May 20, 1994
The British Coalition for East Timor protests in the strongest terms the decision of
Philippine President Fidel Ramos to bar
foreigners from the Asia-Pacific Conference
on East Timor, to be held in Manila May
29-June 4.
President Ramos announced today that
he would order the Justice Minister to "take
immediate steps to exclude non-Filipino
conferees." This statement was made after a

meeting of Ramos' special envoy Mangalapus with Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali
Alatas, and it is clear that it is the result of
pressure and manipulation by the Indonesian government.
Such interference by Indonesia in the affairs of the Philippine government is absolutely illegitimate and unacceptable. It is
also unacceptable that the government of the
Philippines would give in to such pressure.
The Conference on East Timor is the first
international conference of its kind to be
held in the Asia-Pacific region. Foreigners
planning to attend include members of the
International Platform of Jurists for East
Timor, religious leaders from several countries, noted academics, and Nobel Prize
Laureate Mairead Corrigan MacGuire. It is
an important event which Manila should be
proud to host.
The British Coalition for East Timor has
written to President Ramos calling for an
immediate lifting of the ban on foreigners,
and asking the Philippine government to put
their full support behind the conference
organisers, who are trying to raise vital issues of human rights in East Timor which
are of concern to the whole Asia-Pacific
region, and indeed to the world.
For more information
Maggie Helwig +44-71-274-2500
Jonathan Humphries +44-71-639-4700

ACTION ALERT FROM THE
EAST TIMOR ACTION
NETWORK/US
May 20, 1994

PHILIPPINES TRIES TO SUPPRESS
EAST TIMOR CONFERENCE
RAMOS BOWS TO PRESSURE
FROM SUHARTO
If Jakarta has its way, Indonesia's suppression of freedom in East Timor will
spread throughout Southeast Asia. The
Philippine government has barred nonFilipinos from attending a conference on
East Timor in Manila. Calling the conference
"inimical to the national interest," President
Fidel V. Ramos ordered his Justice Secretary
to "take immediate steps to exclude
[Timorese leaders in exile] and other nonFilipino conferees."
Please call or fax the Philippine Embassy
in Washington or other representatives of
the Philippine government immediately. Tell
them that the Philippines' proud reputation
as the most democratic country in Southeast
Asia is at stake, and urge them to change the
policy.
The Asia-Pacific Conference on East
Timor (APCET), to be held from May 31 to

Page 125

June 5, is expected to attract 200 participants from the region and around the world.
With discussion from a variety of perspectives, the conference promises to be a significant event in airing the problem of East
Timor.
The Indonesia government, which does
not allow such discussions in its own country, has demanded that Manila prohibit the
conference. Until yesterday, Philippine
leaders said that they were "constrained" by
their constitution to allow freedom of
speech and assembly. They need to be reminded that speech is not free unless people
with things to say are allowed to participate.
Please call or fax the following Philippine
government representatives:
Office of President Fidel V. Ramos. Fax
63-2-731-1325, phone 63-2-521-2301.
Min. of Foreign Affairs Robert Romulo.
Fax 63-2-832-8309. Ph 63-2-832-7793.
Philippine Embassy in Washington. Fax
202-467-9417, phone 202-483-1414.
Please send a copy of your letter to the
East Timor Action Network.

PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT
PHONE AND FAX NUMBERS
The following additional numbers may be
useful to those wishing to protest the Philippine government's kowtowing to Jakarta:
Philippine Dept of Foreign Affairs
(Roberto Romulo is Foreign Minister) 63-2832-7793 (fax), 63-2-832-8309 (voice)
The voice number for the Office of the
President is 63-2-521-2301 thru 09.
Philippine Embassy in the U.S. 202-4831414 (voice), 202-467-9417 (fax),
Some additional Embassy addresses and
voice phone numbers are below (from FAQ
of soc.culture.filipino):
760 Sukhumvit Rd, BANGKOK, Thailand #2590139 (E)
Hallwystrasse 34, BERNE 3005, Switzerland #(301)434221 (E)
229 Ave. Moliere, 60 BRUSSELS, Belgium #3436400 (E)
RP Mission to the UN, 47 Ave Blanc,
1202 GENEVA Switzerland #313820/9
(C/M)
125 Lean Copes Van Cattenburch 2528
Ez THE HAGUE Netherlands
#(070)604821 (E)
9a Palace Green, LONDON WB 4QE
UK #(01)9371609 (E)
39 Ave, George's Mandel, 75116 PARIS
France #47046550
Skeppsbron 22, 11130 STOCKHOLM
Sweden ;P.O. Box 2219, 10315
STOCKHOLM Sweden #(08)209129 (E)
11-24 Nampeidai-mashi, Shibuya-ku,
TOKYO Japan 150 #(03)4962731/6 (E)
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50 Hobson St, Thornton
WELLINGTON New Zealand; PO Box 12042 #729921
--APCET organisers have mentioned that it
would be of GREAT value to them if the
Philippine media were to be sent support
statements for APCET by solidarity groups
from abroad.
It would be good to address the matters
raised in the latest statement by Manglapus
upon his return from Jakarta, we posted 18
May on reg.easttimor.
APCET organisers have provided the following list of media numbers. They all have
the prefix 63 2
BULLETIN TODAY 49 90 50
BUSINESS WORLD 722 62 14
BUSINESS CHRONICLE 49 69 48
BUSINESS STAR 530 13 26
TODAY 810 1970
INQUIRER 58 89 54
MANILA TIMES 631 77 88
MANILA CHRONICLE 40 19 48
MALAYA 530 1208
MANILA STANDARD 40 75 58
PHILIPPINE STAR 40 49 85
PHILIPPINE TIMES 48 68 72
News Agencies/Wires:
AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 522 01 85
ASAHI SHIMBUN 812 56 66 521 24 30
AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING
CORP. 817 11 78
EASTERN HORIZONS TV 831 68 26
FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW
522 02 92
INTERPRESS SERVICE 635 3660
JIJI PRESS 521 1474
KYODO NEWS SERVICE 813 39 14
MAINICHI BROADCASTING
SYSTEM NEWS 522 3905
MANILA NEWS FEATURES AND
COMMENTARIES 741 4232
PHILIPPINE CENTER FOR
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM 633
5887
PHILIPPINE NEWS AND FEATURES
521 7442
REUTERS 817 6267
UNION OF CATHOLIC ASIA NEWS
922 6952

Suharto's itinerant ambassador, who arrived
yesterday in Lisbon, leading a group of 41
pro-Indonesian Timorese on a pilgrimage to
Fatima.
As soon as the pilgrims appeared after
clearing customs, the insults started to rain
down upon Lopes da Cruz, together with
eggs and excrement. The Jakarta regime's
Timorese ally was even knocked to the
ground in a scuffle.
Wiping egg from his face, Lopes da Cruz
told waiting reporters that he had come "on
a pilgrimage" and was "prepared to run any
risks". He did admit, however, that he had
not been expecting the demonstration, held
by dozens of young Timorese refugees,
some wearing T-shirts that read "We are
praying together for the 200,000 Timorese
murdered by Indonesia".
"Outlaws, thieves, out of Portugal!" they
shouted at the group of 41 Timorese,
granted entry visas by the Portuguese Government for the purpose of going on a religious pilgrimage to Fatima on 13 May.
Among the refugees were young
Timorese who had lived in Timor under
Indonesian occupation. They said the repression they and their families had suffered
at the hands of the Indonesians justified
their demonstration. They believed Lopes
da Cruz had sold himself to Jakarta, and did
not accept the presence of "traitors", "collaborating with the death of other
Timorese".
For his part, before the assault, Lopes da
Cruz had told awaiting journalists: "We are
Indonesians from Timor. and sincerely
thank the Portuguese Government and people for having opened their doors to us "
After the "reception", he said "I am not
going to interrupt the visit, even if there are
more such incidents..."
MP Mario Tome was at the airport "to
be with the Timorese community", and
commented that the incident was a clear
"manifestation of hatred towards Indonesia,
not towards the pilgrims.. From what I can
see, it is difficult to remain impassive in the
presence of the dictator's representative
(Lopes da Cruz), who massacred the families of some of them (demonstrators)".

LOPES DA CRUZ ATTACKED
BY YOUNG TIMORESE;
INSULTS AWAITED THE PROINDONESIA PILGRIMS

RAMOS HORTA
DISAPPOINTED

Jornal de Noticias, 11 May 1994. Translated
from Portuguese. Summary
Lisbon -- Rotten eggs, insults, a physical
assault on Lopes da Cruz, and cries of "Independence for East Timor" and "Viva
Xanana Gusmão" were part of the "reception" awaiting Francisco Lopes da Cruz,

Publico, 7 May 1994. Translated from Portuguese. Abridged
Lisbon -- While Joao Carrascalão (UDT)
and Jose Luis Guterres (Fretilin) were moderately satisfied with the outcome of yesterday's meeting - ("it was positive", "it was
not ideal, but it was positive") - Ramos
Horta did not try to hide his annoyance.

"The result was zero", the CNRM representative told Publico.
Horta, in Geneva, regretted that "the Secretary General's most innocent proposals"
had not been reiterated by the Indonesian
minister. Examples? The installation in
Timor of a UN permanent mission, with the
aim of promoting protection of human
rights. Ramos Horta said that, in exchange
for a "yes" from Alatas to this proposal,
Durão Barroso would be prepared to agree
to the setting up of a Portuguese service
section at a European embassy in Jakarta,
and agree to Indonesia having a similar representation in Lisbon.
The frustration of the CNRM representative extends to the points agreed upon,
namely, to the controversial paragraph confirming direct contact between Ali Alatas
and "opponents of integration". Ramos
Horta would have wanted a clearer definition here, an explicit mention of the Resistance. Now, "Alatas is going to meet the
Tillman fool, or Sereno (Timorese linked to
the reconciliation process) instead of meeting Xanana, leader of the Resistance recognised by the EU, for example..."
With regard to the point referring to
Boutros Ghali's support for talks between
Timorese, Horta's doubts are mainly of a
functional kind. "Logistics are going to be a
problem", he said, adding that he is not prepared to sit down with Lopes da Cruz to
discuss the question of Timor.
For Ramos Horta, the "most positive
point" was the one which refers to the return of the question of self-determination to
the negotiations scenario. This would seem
to breathe life into ideas such as those contained in his own "peace plan" for East
Timor.

FRETILIN CONDEMNS WHILE
CNRM & UDT SUPPORT
"SPONTANEOUS ACTION"
Publico, 11 May 1994. Translated from
Portuguese, By Joaquim Trigo de Negreiros.
Abridged
Lisbon -- Jose Luis Guterres, recently
elected head of Fretilin's external wing, was
the only leader of the Resistance "troika", in
the "diplomatic front" to condemn the incidents at Lisbon Airport. The other two
members of the troika, Ramos Horta
(CNRM) and Joao Carrascalão (UDT), both
immediately supported what they described
as "spontaneous action" of young Timorese,
who yesterday met Lopes da Cruz with
rotten eggs and excrement.
In a clearly different approach to that
adopted by the CNRM and UDT, the Fretilin leader said . he deeply regretted the
incident. "We are against that kind of vio-
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lence" said Guterres, recalling that Fretilin
had always said that "it would do everything possible to ensure that the visit took
place without any violence". Guterres
would like "the pilgrims to remember Portugal as a democratic and tolerant country, in
which opposing parties were able to get
along together in a civilised way".
Horta Not Surprised
The reactions of Ramos Horta and Joao
Carrascalão were quite different. Horta, who
on the eve of last week's ministerial meeting
had said he would not be responsible for the
well-being of Lopes da Cruz, did not appear
surprised by the incidents. He said he had
"heard rumours that something was being
prepared for Lopes da Cruz". He added that
"Mr. Lopes da Cruz and the organisers of
the visit ought to have expected hostility
felt towards him, given the positions he has
adopted against the young Timorese".
"I do not condemn it at all", Horta said,
speaking from Sydney, considering that "it
was not physical violence, but a way the
young people found to express their feelings". Given that "Lopes da Cruz is the
visible face of Indonesian repression", the
incidents ought to be seen "in the context of
the repression in East Timor and what he
signifies".
Ramos Horta said although he would
have condemned "physical violence", he
believed that the fact Lopes da Cruz "only
having been attacked with eggs and excrement showed how tolerant the young
Timorese had been". He emphasised that the
way in which Suharto's adviser was received
here corresponds "in our culture" to an expression of contempt for someone, and
went on to affirm that the airport demonstrators' attitude was "not different to that
of the young Portuguese demonstrating
against their government on various occasions".
Full support from Carrascalão
Joao Carrascalão, who should again be referring to the matter today in a press conference held in the context of the 20th anniversary of UDT, reacted in a similar way to
Ramos Horta for the reception given to
Lopes da Cruz, he "fully supported the
action taken by the young Timorese".

POST-APARTHEID HUMAN
RIGHTS -- JAKARTA IS
TARGETED
Jornal de Noticias, 11 May 1994, By Gilberto Ferraz. Translated from Portuguese.
London -- Now that democracy has been
established in South Africa, the powerful
cannons of the Anti-Apartheid Movement
(AAM), which contributed so much to the
defeat of the regime, are now pointed to-

wards Indonesia, in support of human rights
in East Timor. This movement, in close
collaboration with the British League for
East Timor (which organised the recent
campaign against British Aerospace on the
supply of arms and Hawks to Indonesia) are
focusing on the construction of golf courses
in Indonesia.
Given that golf courses are one of the
main tourist attractions in Indonesia, the
immediate target is the Indonesian Open
which is going to be held over the next 10
months. However, the consequences could
also be catastrophic for the European tournaments and even Pacific ones.
Roger Ban was an influential figure as coordinator of the AAM, and put a lot of
emphasis on golfing in South Africa. Understandably, Roger Ban is proud of his activities as a clandestine member of the AAM
during the eighties, when he was also active
in another group whose activities focused on
jazz music. His wide experience is now
going to concentrate on Indonesia and work
within the British League for East Timor.
According to Roger Ban, "it is with great
pleasure that I am transferring from the
AAM to the League. In this way, all my
experience and know-how can now be used
to promote a campaign that aims to contribute to keep professional golf players away
from tournaments in Indonesia, and keep
money from going to pay for the building of
golf courses in that country". "both the
building of golf courses and the practice of
golf itself currently constitute the main
source of income from tourism in Indonesia".
This means, according to Roger Ban, that
the European Open and the PGA Tournament, and even the British Open are at risk.
"The request we make", says Ban, "is that
the European Tour, on which the majority
of Portuguese players depend, does not take
part in next year's Indonesian Open. They
have 10 months to do so, and if they do not
comply, even if just one player from the
European Professional Players Association
takes part in Indonesia, next year there will
be serious repercussions."
To show that he means what he says,
Roger Ban recalls the success of his previous campaigns in South Africa and, although
he declined to give further details of his
plans, he gave a few examples. He said that
"there will be boycotts and actions against
the golfing trials taking place. This was very
successful in the past. We are also going to
stop the flights from carrying the players".
Ban says he and his organisation "have no
problems with Downing Street or the Foreign Ministry" concerning these activities.
The human rights in East Timor activist
said "our ultimate goal is to ruin the Indonesia's sporting activities, so we are starting
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with golf as this is Indonesia's main source
of income from tourism, and also because it
is a very prestigious game here in Britain
too".

XIMENES BELO SENDS
LETTER REQUESTING HELP
FOR "TIMORESE
CATHOLICS"
Diario de Noticias, 10 May 1994, Translated from Portuguese.
Lisbon -- The Timorese pilgrims going to
Fatima on 13 May will have the support of
the Bishop of Leiria, on the express request
of Mnsgr. Ximenes Belo.
The Bishop of Dili asked Mnsgr. Serafim
Ferreira e Silva, Bishop of Leiria, to personally receive the Timorese who are on a pilgrimage to Fatima. The letter from Ximenes
Belo, dated 20 April . starts by explaining
that "a group of pilgrims from Timor will be
going to take part in the 13th May celebrations, .." The Bishop of Dili goes on to ask
his counterpart in Leiria to "be so kind as to
receive our Timorese Catholics, and give
them the opportunity of taking holy communion on 13th May."
Before informing the Bishop that a priest
from Dili, Father Demetrio Barros Soares,
would be accompanying the pilgrims,
Mnsgr. Belo also asks Mnsgr. Serafim to
allow the Timorese to hear mass on 14th
May at the Chapel of the Apparitions in
Fatima.
Although the utmost discretion is likely
to be exercised by the Catholic Church on
what transpires, a Portuguese diplomatic
source did not exclude the possibility of
Fatima soon becoming a "real corridor between Timor and Portugal". The same
source acknowledged another visit of an
even larger and more significant group of
Timorese pilgrims at the time of the traditional celebrations in Fatima, in October, at
which time the Catholic authorities and the
Vatican could contribute towards relieving
the pressure on living conditions in the occupied territory.
Nino Santana urges Xanana's release
In another letter, dated 31 March, this
time addressed to Mario Soares, the
Timorese armed Resistance leader, Nino
Konis Santana, asks that Portugal make
determined efforts to secure the "full and
unconditional release" of Xanana Gusmão.
The letter, also signed by Laran Sabalae,
Secretary of the Resistance Clandestine
Front, calls for Xanana Gusmão’s participation in the talks between Portugal and Indonesia. The two Timorese leaders welcome
the "generous dedication" of Mario Soares
to the struggle of the Timorese, as well as
the actions taken by Parliament, the Prime
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Minister, and all the Portuguese executive,
in particular the Foreign Minister, Durão
Barroso.
The two leaders (who, together with Jose
Ramos Horta, make up the troika that currently directs the Maubere Resistance National Council-CNRM) also ask that Portugal adopt the peace plan proposed by the
CNRM, and persuade the UN to accept it.
Nino Santana and Laran Sabalae believe
that, in order for the peace plan to be accepted, Portugal ought finance the CNRM
lobby in the US, and the creation of new
lobbies at "international organisations,
states, regions and countries with significant
powers of intervention in the settlement of
world issues". ** End of text from
cdp:reg.easttimor

XANANA RESUMES
COMMAND OF RESISTANCE
Jornal de Noticias, 10 May 1994. Translated
from Portuguese. Abridged
Lisbon -- Xanana Gusmão, serving a 20year prison sentence in Indonesia, yesterday
resumed leadership of the Timorese resistance and the post of Commander of the
Falintil.
This decision, made public yesterday by
Lusa, is contained in Resolution no. 1/O3/94
from "the mountains of the Maubere homeland", dated 23 March, signed by Nino
Konis Santana, Chief of the Armed Front,
and by Laran Sabalae, Secretary of the Clandestine Front of the Resistance.
Xanana was arrested on 20 November
1992. At that time the other CNRM
(Maubere Resistance National Council)
leaders decided to freeze his functions in
order to "invalidate any actions or statements which he might make under pressure".
Leadership of the CNRM was then
passed over to a "troika" composed of
Konis Santana and Laran Sabalae inside the
territory and Jose Ramos Horta outside
Timor.
Since yesterday, however, (according to
the resolution, resumption of leadership
became effective on the date of publication
of the resolution) the "troika" is abolished
and leadership of the Resistance returned to
Xanana.
"This is just a formal decision, because
Xanana Gusmão never stopped deserving
the title of Resistance leader", commented
Ramos Horta.
After the "farce" of his trial, Ramos
Horta continued, political conditions "radically changed, allowing Xanana Gusmão to
resume leadership of the struggle, even from
behind prison bars".
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For this reason, Ramos Horta compared
the Resistance leader with Nelson Mandela.
Xanana Gusmão, as "leader of the people of
East Timor", recognised by "Portugal, the
EU, in fact, the whole international community", should, according to Ramos Horta, be
handling the negotiations process with Indonesia, within the context of the UN Secretary General's mandate.

UN USES DOUBLE
STANDARDS ON EAST
TIMOR, ACCUSES MAUBERE
RESISTANCE
Jornal de Noticias, 9 May 1994. Translated
from Portuguese. Abridged
Lisbon -- The Timorese Resistance inside
the territory has accused the UN of using
double standards when it comes to defending the universal principles which the UN
established in its Charter.
The document, dated 31 March, is signed
by Konis Santana, head of the Armed Front,
and by Laran Sabalae, Secretary of the Clandestine Front, and was delivered to Boutros
Ghali on Friday, the day on which the Portuguese and Indonesian Foreign Ministers
were meeting in Geneva.
In the letter, the Resistance leaders recall
cases in which acts of aggression failed - the
invasions of Afghanistan by the USSR,
Cambodia by Vietnam, Kuwait by Iraq - and
they pointed out that the occupation of East
Timor by Indonesia simply generated resolutions from the UN which did not substantially change the situation on the ground.
According to Konis Santana and Laran
Sabalae "this situation has dragged on because of the political, economic, commercial
and geo-strategic interests of the influential
nations, which cause the UN to use two
standards in its efforts to resolve acts of
aggression".
The document goes on to say that "The
Resistance has been patiently waiting and
guided by moderation, and recognises that,
since Boutros Ghali took over, there have
been some promising, though albeit small
and hesitant, changes.
"However, it can no longer allow the UN
to use the Maubere people's patience as a
curtain with which to cover up its lack of
interest and its impotence", the document
reads.
"We will not allow the continued extermination of our people, with the discreet
consent of the UN itself. The UN must
make international laws and principles be
respected or, alternatively, stop demanding
respect for those principles and just go
ahead and recognise East Timor's integration
with Indonesia".

The Maubere leaders go on to say that
"That way, the Timorese would undertake
yet another obstacle to its struggle, placed in
its way by the UN itself, while maintaining
its commitment to "Fatherland or Death!",
which is and always will be the affirmation
of Maubere identity and its indomitable will
to resist".
Konis Santana and Laran Sabalae, together with Jose Ramos Horta form the
"troika" which currently presides over the
CNRM.
The leaders appeal to Boutros Ghali to
consider the CNRM peace plan, a proposal
for a solution to the conflict by way of various phases, which range from humanitarian
measures to East Timor's autonomy, and
which lead to self-determination within a
maximum of 10 years.
In the letter they also urge the UN Secretary General to take steps leading to Indonesia's acceptance of Timorese participation
in the talks being held with Portugal and
they express their categoric rejection of the
reconciliation process, supported and encouraged by the Indonesian Government to
satisfy its own political ends.

BRITISH LEAGUE ASKS
INDONESIA TO FREE
XANANA
Jornal de Noticias, 8 May 1994, By Gilberto
Ferraz. Translated from Portuguese.
Abridged
London -- The British League for East
Timor (BLET) appealed to Indonesia to be
more convincing and to take more substantial measures towards settling the conflict.
The appeal coincides with the meeting of
the diplomatic heads in Geneva.
The BLET stated that, among other
measures, Indonesia should release Xanana
Gusmão and include him in future talks, as
well as guaranteeing the safety and wellbeing of Bishop Ximenes Belo. The organisation points out that, although Indonesia
states it is fulfilling its commitments undertaken during last ~September’s round of
talks, in practice it has done little more than
facilitate a few visits for foreign observers
and journalists which, according to the delegates who went, were always restricted and
carefully supervised.
Most delegates have said that the inhabitants of East Timor live in constant fear, and
that there are many cases of torture, arbitrary arrests and killings, - all welldocumented.
The BLET indicates that, according to
Polish journalist Wojciech Sadurski (who
recently visited Dili), Bishop Ximenes Belo
revealed that there had been two recent attempts on his life and that he has been con-
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stantly subjected to personal hostility, particularly from the military. The journalist
also said that Ximenes Belo confirmed that a
second massacre (of those wounded in Santa
Cruz cemetery) had taken place in the Dili
military hospital. Wojciech Sadurski quoted
the Bishop as saying: "Here there is not
justice and we live under a military dictatorship. We need a referendum. Without consulting the people in such a way, it will
never be possible to settle the problem."
Referring to the current situation of
Xanana Gusmão, the BLET states that, in
spite of several attempts to consult lawyers
of his own choice through Jakarta's Institute
of Legal Assistance, the former Resistance
Commander has achieved nothing. This is
why, according to BLET, Xanana said "Because I am being threatened. I appeal for
personal assistance to world humanitarian
organisations.."
BLET has urged the Indonesians to respond to the CNRM's peace plan, sent
recently to President Suharto. The peace
plan includes: unconditional and immediate
release of all East Timorese political prisoners, reduction of Indonesian military personnel in the territory, expansion of ICRC
activities, and access by UN specialised
agencies.

SOCIALISTS AGAINST
INDONESIANS ON SECURITY
COUNCIL
Diario de Noticias, 8 May 1994. Translated
from Portuguese. Abridged
Lisbon -- The Socialist Party - SP - is going to take up the question of East Timor at
the Socialist International (SI) Council
Meeting, starting today in Tokyo, and is
going to "put pressure on" to put an end to
Indonesia's hopes of getting a seat on the
UN Security Council.
A SP source said that the position which
the Portuguese Socialist delegation is taking
is that no country which disrespects human
rights should have a seat in the future structure of the Security Council.
By so doing, the SP wants to curb Indonesia's ambition - for their Foreign Minister
to be a "future candidate" to replace Boutros
Ghali as UN Secretary General.
Luso-Swiss Newspaper wants UN
Troops Sent to East Timor
In Geneva, the newspaper "LusoHelvetico", produced for the Portuguese in
Switzerland, has held in leading position on
issues concerning human rights in East
Timor.
During the last round of ministerial talks
the editor, Ribeiro Santos, delivered a petition to Boutros Ghali demanding the "urgent
sending" of UN troops to the territory "in

order to create conditions to hold a popular
referendum, to find out whether the people
of East Timor want to be independent or
not". The document was signed by about
9,000 people.

WE ARE BUYING MORE
FROM INDONESIA
Diario de Noticias, 7 May 1994. Translated
from Portuguese. Abridged
Non-Community trade deficit worsens.
Imports from Indonesia more than triple.
Lisbon -- In spite of Portuguese Government appeals not to trade with Indonesia, the import of goods from that country
for January 1994 were up 22.3% over the
figure for the same month last year. Exports
also increased - they were 15 times higher
than last year's figures for that month, according to the National Statistics Institute
(INE).
Textiles, clothing and shoes top the list
of goods imported by Portugal from Indonesia in 1993. Just imports of yarn for making
cloth for the first 11 months of last year
totaled 540,000 thousand Escudos.
Portugal's trade deficit with Indonesia
rose from 230,000 thousand Escudos in
January 1993 to 740,000 thousand Escudos
in January 1994.

UN SUPPORTS
RECONCILIATION -"GENERALISED TALKS
AMONG TIMORESE"
Diario de Noticias, 7 May 1994, By Fernando de Sousa. Translated from Portuguese. Abridged
Geneva -- "Generalised talks among
Timorese" - this will become the objective
of the UN Secretary General - UN SG after the fourth round of talks between Indonesia and Portugal on East Timor. Durão
Barroso seemed more satisfied that after
previous meetings.
Yesterday in Geneva, Indonesia agreed,
for the first time, to meet with Resistance
leaders, in the context of confidence building
measures. However, the Indonesian Foreign
Minister stated he would not agree to talk
with Xanana Gusmão as the leader of the
Timorese Resistance. "We do not recognise
him as such", said the Minister.
In exchange, the Portuguese Foreign Minister said he is willing to meet with supporters of integration of East Timor with Indonesia.
The UN SG is going to develop efforts to
facilitate talks between the opponents and
supports of integration.
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The Portuguese Foreign Minister appeared "satisfied with the outcome", although he pointed out that there is still a
considerable distance between the two countries over the basic problem connected to
East Timor's future status. The next round
of talks was arranged for early next January
in Geneva.
Durão Barroso seemed hopeful that, at
that stage, new ways of developing mutual
confidence may be explored, and that such
could include the withdrawal of Indonesian
forces from the territory and entry of international aid organisations.
Another outcome of this meeting involves the future visit of a UN Human
Rights Commission Special Rapporteur on
Extra-judicial, Summary and Arbitrary Executions. This visit follows the invitation
made by Indonesia itself last June. The
meeting's final communiqué stated that it
was "important that the Indonesian Government continue to cooperate with other
special rapporteurs or working groups of
the Commission, and that they visit Timor
whenever necessary".
It was also agreed to "ensure that the
Timorese prisoners are treated humanely,
that their rights are fully respected and that
appropriate measures are taken to allow for
early releases."
The ultimate aim is still the possibility of
the people of East Timor deciding on their
own future.
The UN SG said he was "encouraged" by
the increased access to East Timor for UN
officials as well as humanitarian or human
rights organisations and journalists.
Ali Alatas gave no indication that Indonesia was ready to consider the possibility
of consulting the people of East Timor. "I
was never optimistic or pessimistic" about
the progress of this process "but that should
not stop us from trying" he said.
The Indonesian minister tried to dismiss
the idea that agreeing to meeting with leaders
of the opposition constituted a concession
to Portugal.

AMNESTY WANTS TO
INVESTIGATE TIMOR
Publico, 7 May 1994, Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- Amnesty International (AI) has
addressed a letter to Minister Ali Alatas in
which the organisation proposes to send a
delegation to East Timor and Indonesia, to
carry out "unrestricted" investigation of the
human rights situation there. The visit
would take place within the next two
months. The proposal, sent yesterday to
Indonesia's chief diplomat, is a response to
statements made late last month by Alatas,

Page 130

that he is prepared to establish dialogue
with AI, and allow humanitarian organisations access to the former Portuguese colony.
Abilio Araújo (organiser of the "reconciliation meeting" between Timorese) is
claiming credit for the reconciliation initiative having led to the success of yesterday's
round of talks between Alatas and his Portuguese counterpart Durão Barroso, during

LOPES DA CRUZ, THE
FAMILY AND OTHERS
Publico, 13 May 1994, By J. Trigo de Negreiros, Abridged. Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- What were the criteria applied
in the selection of the 43 members of the
delegation of pilgrims that arrived yesterday
in Fatima? Being a relatives of Lopes da
Cruz appears to have been a help. To belong
to the family of one of the most well known
upholders of integration would certainly
have pulled a lot of weight.
Nearly one in four of the 43 pilgrims who
arrived to Fatima yesterday are relatives of
Francisco Lopes da Cruz, Suharto's ambassador who led the delegation.
He brought with him his wife, daughter,
brother, brother-in- law, 2 cousins, goddaughter and his wife's nephew.
Osorio, did not come, but his wife, sisterin-law and cousin did.
The Indonesian administration in Timor
is, in fact, heavily represented among the
pilgrims by relatives of some of its most
outstanding figures: the wife of current
Chairman of the Local Assembly, Antonio
Parada; the wife of the Head of the Agriculture Department, Jaime Oliveira; the wife of
the Administrator of Aileu, Fernao Verdial;
the wife of the Licaca Administrator,
Amaral Sarmento, and the wife of the Dili
Administrator, Armindo Mariano.
of Arnaldo Araújo, the first representative of Jakarta in Dili after the invasion, and
also the widow and son of Mario Sanches,
former Administrator of Dili.
A Tangled Web
The dominant presence of relatives of
former or current supporters of integration
in the delegation is obvious. Also present
are names connected with Reis do Amaral,
the representative for Timor in the Indonesian central parliament and a figure identified
with hardest line among integrationists. But
there is a more complex aspect to the composition of the group. The list of names also
includes examples of the intricate web of
complicity resulting from interweaving family ties and political affinities. One such case
is that of Maria da Costa Valadares, who is
sister of former Administrator Armindo

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

Mariano, god-daughter of Lopes da Cruz,
and daughter of a guerrilleiro killed in combat.
From 5 to 77
The majority of the pilgrims were women
(29 out of the 43) and the average age is
about 50 years old. The youngest pilgrim is
5-year-old Jercia Neves Gonçalves Bita
Nuak, from Dili. The oldest is a Goan
priest, 77-year-old Father Antonio de Paula
Brito.
As for their occupations, that of "housewife" predominates (18), followed by "civil
servant" (which includes the two Indonesian
names on the list). There are two priests,
and one building contractor. The two students on the list are just 5 and 9 years of
age. Flagrantly absence from the list are
adolescents and young secondary school
students, the most important recruitment
sector for the clandestine front in opposition to Indonesian presence in Timor.

ABILIO PRAISES LOPES DA
CRUZ
Diario de Noticias, 13 May 1994. Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- According to a communiqué released yesterday and signed by Abilio
Araújo, Rogerio Lobato, Jose da Costa Belo,
Antonio Araújo and Father Constâncio
Gusmão, Indonesia's itinerant ambassador,
Francisco Lopes da Cruz, "is one of the
essential pillars of the Timorese reconciliation process".
The signatories, "on behalf of the
Timorese leaders outside Timor" who attended the "reconciliation meeting" in December 1993, are urging the government to
"take a clear unequivocal line to restore the
climate of mutual confidence" between Portugal and Indonesia, in the wake of the attack on Lopes da Cruz. They also call for "a
speedy and detailed investigation to find
those politically, morally and materially
responsible" (for the airport incident).
Following this communiqué, the Foreign
Minister publicly regretted the incident, and
commented that the Portuguese Government
had not been asked by Lopes da Cruz or the
Timorese pilgrims with Indonesian passports to provide any security. "As they had
not requested any kind of protection, no
special security measures were taken", said
the Minister.

ARREST OF AN
UNDERGROUND EAST
TIMORESE LEADER
A few corrections: The full name of the person arrested is Jose Antonio Neves. Although AFP says he is one of the three top
lieutenants to Xanana, sources in the
Timorese external resistance say this is not
correct.
-- Charlie Scheiner, ETAN/US
Translation from French of an AgenceFrance Presse article dated 20 May 1994,
13:07 GMT.
Jakarta -- The Indonesia army has arrested a leader of the militant clandestine
movement for independence of the former
Portuguese colony of East Timor, according
to an Indonesian source in Jakarta Friday.
Jose Antonio Neixis [should be Neves],
also know by his nom de guerre Sama Larua,
was arrested Thursday in Malang (east
Java). Mr. Neixis, a graduate in philosophy,
is a former seminary student, according to
the same source.
The military commandant of Malang has
denied any arrests.
(In Sydney, a spokesperson for the National Council of Maubere Resistance CNRM, a Timorese independence group,
Margherita Tracanelli, confirmed that "the
person arrested is one of the underground
leaders in Indonesia, although East Timor is
not part of Indonesia.")
Mr. Neixis, described as one of the three
principal lieutenants of Xanana Gusmão, the
head of the CNRM who has been imprisoned since the end of 1992, was in charge of
the clandestine front for agitation in the
towns, according to the same Indonesian
source, who has requested anonymity.
He was arrested in a post office as he
was going to mail a letter from another lieutenant of Mr. Gusmão, Konis Santana, in
charge of the armed resistance in East
Timor. This letter was to be sent overseas
to a seminar on human rights in East Timor,
to be held from May 31 to June 3 in Manila,
which has caused diplomatic tension between Indonesia and the Philippines.
Philippine President Fidel Ramos announced Friday that foreigners, especially
the leaders of the CNRM, will not be allowed to participate in the seminar "inimical
to the national interest" of his country.
(The arrest of Neixis, according to Ms.
Tracanelli in Sydney, does not reflect well
on the side of Indonesia which Foreign Minister Ali Alatas put forth on May 6 in Geneva, in conversations with Portugal under
UN auspices, that is confidence-building
measures, including discussions with East
Timorese in exile.)
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INDONESIA CAPTURES
TIMOR UNDERGROUND
LEADER
Reuter, May 20, 1994.
JAKARTA -- Indonesia has detained at
least 12 East Timorese, one of them a key
figure in the territory's underground rebel
movement opposing Jakarta's rule, dissident
and exile sources said on Friday.
They said that in a week-long sweep security forces had detained 10 students in
East Timor itself and two in the central
Javanese town of Malang, including Jose
Antonio Nexis, alias Sama Larua, a leader in
the East Timorese underground.
Exiles confirmed the arrest and his position in the National Council for Maubere
Resistance (CNRM), an umbrella group
claiming broad support inside and outside
the former Portuguese colony. Police were
not immediately available to comment.
Indonesia still faces a dwindling guerrilla
force and widespread civilian resentment
nearly 19 years after troops invaded the
territory.
The United Nations, some western countries and human rights groups have criticised
its rule, under which some 200,000 people
have died since 1975.
The arrests come less than two weeks after Indonesia agreed in U.N.-sponsored talks
with Portugal to the principle of opening
informal contacts with Timorese opposed to
its rule.
"I deplore their arrest because it is against
the spirit of the latest conclusions of foreign
ministers from Portugal and Indonesia and
the U.N. Secretary General," said George
Aditjondro, an Indonesian lecturer at
Salatiga in central Java.
Nexis, who was studying at a Catholic
seminary and whose underground role was
known to only a few, is the most senior
Timorese opposition figure to be held since
soldiers captured a group of guerrillas in late
1992 and early 1993.
The guerrilla leader Xanana Gusmão is
serving a 20-year sentence in a Jakarta jail
for subversion.
Nexis, in his early 30s, was caught in
possession of a letter written by Konis
Santana, who with him and two others
heads the umbrella CNRM movement.
Dissidents said the letter was intended to
be read out at a controversial seminar due to
be held later this month in Manila.
The Philippines on Friday caved in to
Indonesian pressure and said it had barred
key Timorese and other foreign participants
from joining the conference, which Jakarta
said was a platform for Timorese opponents
of its rule.

Timorese sources said they feared the
round-up, which also netted students who
staged a rare protest in front of foreign journalists in Dili last month, had exposed their
clandestine network and would lead to further arrests.

JAILED TIMOR REBEL
LEADER REFUSES EXILE
Reuter, 20 May 1994. Abridged
Lisbon -- Xanana Gusmão, the jailed
leader of pro-independence guerrillas in East
Timor, has rejected proposals by Indonesian
and UN officials that he go into exile, the
Portuguese news agency LUSA said on
Friday.
LUSA quoted Gusmão as saying in a letter smuggled out of jail in Cipinang in Indonesia that UN special envoy to East Timor,
Francesc Vendrell, and Francisco Lopes da
Cruz, a special advisor of the Indonesian
government on Timorese affairs, had both
proposed that he accept release into exile.
He is currently serving a life sentence
subsequently reduced to 20 years for rebellion against Indonesian rule.
LUSA quoted Gusmão as saying in the
letter that he would only agree to go into
exile if all East Timorese political prisoners
were freed.
"I will not accept the proposal of exile,
whether by my former lawyer acting on
behalf of Chico Lopes or Mr Vendrell of the
UN," Gusmão was quoted as saying.
"I will not accept exile unless all
Timorese political prisoners are freed. I will
only agree to leave prison to take part in
peace negotiations between Portugal and
Indonesia," he added.
Guinea-Bissau, a former Portuguese colony in West Africa, has offered to give asylum to Gusmão, but Guinea-Bissau officials
say there has been no reply so far from
Indonesia

INDONESIA WELCOMES
MANILA MOVE TO (EASE)
EAST TIMOR ROW
Reuter, 20 May 1994. Abridged
Jakarta -- Indonesia on Friday welcomed
the Philippines decision to ban nonFilipinos from taking part in a Manila conference on East Timor, a move which
seemed to be aimed at easing the growing
row with Jakarta over the meeting.
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said the denial of visa to overseas participants by
President Fidel Ramos reflected Jakarta's
views and judgment of the conference.
"The conference has been inspired,
planned and engineered by certain individu-
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als such as Ramos Horta and his friends,"
Alatas said in a statement. He said the Manila meeting was not an academic conference
on human rights but was clearly part of
Horta and his friends' political campaign to
attack and tarnish Indonesia's name and
disrupt its territorial integrity.
President Ramos' chief legal counsel, Antonio Carpio, told reporters that foreigners
seeking to attend would be denied visas.
Those already here would have their visas
revoked. The only exceptions would be
journalists covering the talks and exchange
students, he said.
President Ramos had earlier roundly condemned the meeting but insisted that freedom of speech guarantees in the Philippines
constitution prevented him from halting it.
Carpio said on Friday that those constitutional guarantees did not extend to foreigners.
Indonesia has continued to bring strong
pressure to bear on the Philippines despite
Ramos' repeated assurances that Manila
fully recognised Jakarta's rule over East
Timor. It has threatened to end its role as a
peace broker between Manila and Muslin
rebels and has withdrawn from a business
development conference scheduled for next
week in southern Philippines. On Friday
Indonesia's Chamber of Commerce, Kadin,
added its weight to the growing boycott of
the Davao meeting, saying it would also
cancel its participation in the trade fair.

AVEBURY: MANILA BAN
UNLAWFUL
Letter From Lord Avebury, Chairman, Parliamentary Human Rights Group to Philippines President Ramos:
May 21, 1994
Dear Mr President,
We learned with dismay that, citing the
planned participation of Jose Ramos-Horta,
a special representative of the East Timor
resistance, at a planned human rights conference on East Timor, due to open in Manila
later this month, you had ordered Justice
Secretary Franklin Drilon to 'take immediate
steps to exclude such persons and other
non-Filipino conferees'. It was stated on
your behalf that their presence at the privately organised May 31 - June 3 meeting
would be 'inimical to the national interest'.
We do understand that Indonesia blackmailed you by threatening to scrap a meeting it had organised between representatives
of your Government and a group of Filipino
Muslim rebels next month, and they may
have made other threats as well. But history
demonstrates time and again that appeasing
bullies and dictators is counter-productive.
It encourages them to use those methods
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repeatedly in their dealings with neighbouring states, and I fear you may live to regret
your failure to stand up to Jakarta on this
occasion.
By excluding foreigners who were coming
to the Philippines for a peaceful discussion
of an important world problem, which has
been on the agenda of the United Nations
continuously for 18 years, you have broken
your obligation to maintain freedom of expression under Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. Restrictions on the right 'to receive
and impart information and ideas of all
kinds, regardless of frontiers' may only be
imposed where it is necessary for the protection of national security or of public
order. The reason you gave for barring foreigners was not within these limits, and
your action was therefore unlawful.
I respectfully ask you to rescind the ban
on foreigners entering the Philippines for the
purpose of attending this important meeting.
Sincerely,
Eric Avebury
Swedish Social Democrats promise new
East Timor policy.
Original document. Parliamentary motion
No. 1993/94: U227, 25 January 1994.
Unofficial translation from Swedish by
the Swedish ET Committee.
Comment: The Swedish Social Democrats are heading towards a massive victory
in next weeks General Election.
This promises to bring a fundamental
change in the Swedish policy on Indonesia
and East Timor.
The 1994 SD motion on Indonesia and
East Timor must be seen as a policy statement of a coming SD Government. The
motion calls for a stop of all Swedish arms
sales to Indonesia, a more active role in the
UN and the diplomatic field, substantial
financial aid to the Catholic Church and the
CNRM, and also renegotiation of Swedish
bilateral agreements with Indonesia, in order
to exclude East Timor.
The motion, which was initiated in the
Parliamentary Group by MP Hans Goran
Franck, one of the three Swedish MP:s who
visited East Timor in September 1993. The
motion has since been adopted as a Group
Motion by the SD Foreign Affairs Committee Group. Thus, it represents official party
policy. The motion is signed by MP Mr.
Pierre Schori, SD Parliamentary Spokesman
on Foreign Affairs, who is widely expected
to be the next Swedish Foreign Minister.
In opposition, the SD has made a complete rethinking of their former policies on
East Timor.
Skeptics say the SD has failed to fulfill
their policies before, pointing to the massive
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arms-trade to Indonesia under the last SD
Governments 1982-91.
Leading Social Democrats have however
confirmed support for the policies outlined
in this document, only weeks before the
election. The Social Democrats are standing
by its Parliamentary motions regarding the
Indonesian politics against East Timor and
the right to self determination of the East
Timorese people, Mr. Schori says in Dagens
Nyheter on 3 September 1994.
Jan-Erik Forsberg
----------------------------Here follows the full text of the motion.
SOCIAL DEMOCRAT MOTION TO
THE SWEDISH PARLIAMENT ON
INDONESIA AND EAST TIMOR
Motion no: 1993/94: U227
Submitted on 25 January 1994
Peace and development, democratization
and respect for human rights are of vital
significance for an improvement of the situation in Indonesia.
The annexation of East Timor by Indonesia is, however, unacceptable and in violation of international law. A just and lasting
peaceful solution, regarding East Timor,
cannot be reached, without the participation
of the representatives of the people of East
Timor. It is important, that the UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali invites
independent personalities of the highest
standing, from East Timor, to participate in
the talks between the representatives of the
governments of Indonesia and Portugal.
Indonesia must withdraw its ten military
battalions from East Timor. As a first step,
Indonesia should immediately make substantial reductions in their military and police presence.
An arms embargo against Indonesia is
called for, as long as East Timor's right to
self-determination is not guaranteed, and
serious violations of human rights continues.
In this context, it is of importance to observe that the government of the United
States already has taken a sharpened attitude on this matter.
Recommendations of an arms embargo
against Indonesia have also been made in
several resolutions, passed by the parliamentary assembly of the Council of Europe.
The Council of Europe has further recommended, that member states should apply
pressure on Indonesia with a view to stop
all exploitation of East Timor's natural resources and assets, and also to initiate humanitarian help to the people of East Timor.
Sweden should comply with these resolutions, and bring all bilateral accords, contracts and understandings currently in force,
into agreement with the resolutions.
An immediate improvement of the human
rights situation is urgent, both in Indonesia
and East Timor. Arbitrary arrests and secret

detention of arrested persons is widely occurring, for instance in connection with US
Congress visits last year.
It is vital that all political detainees, as
well as political prisoners; including opposition leader Xanana Gusmão are released
through a general amnesty. All types of
political discrimination must cease. Thus, it
is of importance that all Indonesians and
East Timorese currently in exile are allowed
to return freely to their home countries.
According to Amnesty International,
there is a large number of prisoners sentenced to death in Indonesia, who have been
in death-cells for a very long time; among
them one prisoner who has been in prison
for 28 years, and whose appeal for clemency has not yet been considered.
It is of the greatest importance that a democratization of the society in Indonesia
and East Timor is achieved. This process
must include a guaranteed freedom to form
political parties, freedom of expression and
the press and the right to build a free and
independent national organization of labor
unions.
Sweden should spare no efforts, in order
to press Indonesia to sign and ratify the
International convention on human rights.
There are a number of measures which
Sweden should undertake:
1. A more active international position,
on Sweden's behalf in order to obtain a solution of the East Timor question.
- Sweden should, both in International forums and bilateral contacts, openly and
clearly act for the withdrawal of Indonesian
troops from the territory of East Timor, and
support the right of the people of East
Timor to exercise their right to self- determination.
- Sweden should, within the framework
of the United Nations and its agencies, act in
order to guarantee the safety of the East
Timorese people through a permanent presence of the United Nations in East Timor.
- Sweden should make its position clear
in the UN General Assembly, that Sweden
firmly supports East Timor's right to independence, and is set to vote for it; if the
question once again is brought up for discussion in the General Assembly.
- Sweden should actively work for the
participation of the Timorese in the UN
talks.
- Sweden should, like Portugal and
France, demand the release of Xanana and
that he is allowed to represent the people of
East Timor at the UN talks.
2. Stop Swedish arms export to Indonesia
- The Swedish Government should, because of the serious and widespread human
rights violations in East Timor and Indonesia, not issue any permits for new arms
exports to Indonesia.
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- The Swedish Government is to pay
heed to the Resolutions No 966 and 470 of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe, regarding an arms embargo
against Indonesia.
- The Swedish government should, in different international forums and through
bilateral contacts, work for the implementation of the Council of Europe Resolutions
No 966 and 470.
3. Increased aid to independent movements for human rights, humanitarian assistance etc., in East Timor.
- Sweden should, in accordance with the
recommendations in the Council of Europe
resolution of 28 June 1991, give humanitarian aid to the people of East Timor through
an increased appropriation of 10 million
SEK. This humanitarian aid should be channeled through independent channels to benefit projects under the aegis of the Catholic
Church. The financing of this appropriation
can be done through the increase of the
Government appropriation for worldwide
democratization, suggested in a motion by
the Social Democrat Parliamentary Foreign
Affairs Committee Group. This motion
proposes an increase of this appropriation
by 45 million SEK.
- Sweden should, under the appropriation
for democracy and human rights, support
the human rights work carried out by the
East Timorese liberation movement CNRM,
and its included organizations.
- Sweden should, through its aid under
the appropriation for democracy and human
rights, support education and social projects
run by the Catholic Church in East Timor.
- Sweden should, under the appropriation
for special programs, support the cultural
work performed by the cultural foundation
Fundação Austronesia Borja da Costa and
other organizations close to the CNRM.
The vital role played by the Catholic
Church for the cultural survival in East
Timor, should also be taken into account.
- Appropriate channels for aid can be
created through Swedish voluntary organizations, church aid agencies and labor unions,
all of which currently are involved in these
issues.
- Sweden should, like the US, work forcefully for an improvement of labor rights in
Indonesia. The link between union-rights
and trade agreements, made by the US
within the framework of the GSP- system,
should be seen as an example worth following. Sweden should; within the framework
of its bilateral contacts with Indonesia, work
for an strengthening of labor rights in Indonesia.
4. Indonesia, East Timor and economic
policy
- The Swedish government should follow
the recommendations in the Council of

Europe resolution 966 of 28 June 1991, to
urge countries which have economic links
with Indonesia to bring pressure to bear on
Indonesia to halt all violation of human
rights and all appropriation of East Timor’s
natural resources and assets.
- Since East Timor, according to the UN
definition, never has been recognized as
Indonesian territory; and Indonesia hence
does not enjoy the right to sign international
accords regarding East Timor, the Swedish
government should immediately demand a
re-negotiation of the Agreement on Promotion and Protection of Investments, between
Sweden and Indonesia (dated 17 September
1992), so as to exclude East Timor from this
agreement.
Signed:
Pierre Schori (SDP) Mats Hellstrom
(SDP) Maj Britt Theorin (SDP) Karl-Erik
Svartberg (SDP) Nils T Svensson (SDP)
Viola Furubjelke (SDP) Kristina Svensson
(SDP) Berndt Ekholm (SDP) Bengt Silfverstrand (SDP) Hans Goran Franck (SDP)
Lena Bostrom (SDP) Sonia Karlsson (SDP)
Stig Alemyr (SDP) Alf Eriksson (SDP)
Sture Ericsson (SDP) Lena Hjelm-Wallin
(SDP)

THE TORTURE LOBBY AT
WORK -- A GUIDE TO U.S.
INDONESIAN POLICY
Full text from "Counterpunch: A Report
from the Capital" Sponsored by the Institute
for Policy Studies, Vol. 1, No. 4. February
15, 1994.
By Feb. 15, Bill Clinton must issue a
progress report on workers' rights in Indonesia, where the Suharto dictatorship allows
no independent trade unions and routinely
beats and harasses organizers. Despite that,
sources say the president will either declare
that Indonesia is making marked improvement in its treatment of labor or seek a
loophole, such as extending the review by
saying more time is needed to gather information. Either decision would allow Jakarta
to retain its special trade status, which allows an annual $650 million worth of Indonesian goods to enter the U.S. duty-free.
Thus, Clinton will again demonstrate the
Democratic difference in promoting human
rights abroad.
The bipartisan foreign policy elite disagrees about the importance of some nations, but there is overwhelming consensus
that Indonesia is vital to U.S. national security. "[Indonesia has] a huge population and
[is] an important market for U.S. exports," a
top administration source told researchers
from the Washington-based Project for Demilitarization and Disarmament (PDD)." [It]
has been a very strong supporter of the U.S.
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[military] presence in the East. They've
been a voice for moderation in the Islamic
world. They help to keep the Non-Aligned
Movement moderate as far as North-South
forums go."
Indonesia's supporters-from Congress to
the business community to the Pentagon
have exerted extraordinary pressure to ensure that Clinton fully maintains America's
longstanding alliance with Suharto, who
seized power in 1965 and promptly oversaw the execution of an estimated 1 million
suspected leftists, with thousands of key
names provided by U.S. officials. The lobby
they have waged is a case study in the way
Washingt on really works.
Clinton has reversed Republican policy
in some respects. At the U.N., the administration supported a resolution expressing
"deep concern" about the situation in East
Timor, a site of brutal human rights violations since Indonesia invaded that island in
1975. The president also angered Suharto by
blocking the transfer from Jordan to Jakarta
of American-made F-5E fighters.
However, Clinton has been careful to
preserve the general warmth of WashingtonJakarta relations. He opposed an amendment offered by Russell Feingold (D-WI)
which would have restricted arms sales to
Indonesia and, most egregiously, he skirted a
congressional ban on American-paid training
of Indonesian troops by allowing Jakarta
itself to pay for its soldiers military education.
Leading congressional pressure on Clinton is Bennett Johnston (D-LA), who publicly defends U.S. ties to Indonesia on strategic grounds. His real interest is economic,
specifically support of FreeportMcMoRan, a Louisiana-based mining company with approximately $1 billion invested
in Indonesian gold, copper and logging operations.
Johnston led a group of five senators on a
trade mission to Indonesia in mid-January.
The delegation stayed at Freeport's plush
headquarters in Irian Jaya, the province
where security forces were accused-in a
press conference held the same month-of
killing 13 villagers, including women and
children. That didn't bother such junketeers
as Alan Simpson (R-WY) and Robert Bennett (R-UT), who, according to a Senate
source, returned from the trip defending
Suharto's regime and saying that the human
rights situation in Indonesia is not particularly troubling.
By the way, Freeport has paid Henry
Kissinger more than $1 million in consulting
fees for advising the company on its Indonesian operations. As part of his Work,
Kissinger in 1991 accompanied company
CEO James "Jim Bob" Moffett to Indonesia
to introduce him to top figures in the Su-
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harto regime. It therefore comes as no surprise to learn that Freeport operates in Indonesia with virtually no oversight and,
according to local human rights activists,
grossly exploits its labor force. Furthermore,
peasants told a foreign investigator that
company goons forced them off their property, which Freeport claimed, by chainsawing the stilts of their homes.
The Indonesia lobby's main task last year
was defeating the Feingold amendment,
which would have banned all arms sales to
Jakarta. Under pressure from Suharto's congressional allies, Feingold altered the legislation so that the administration would merely
be required to report on human rights abuses
before approving the transfer of more than
$14 million worth of weaponry. In that
form, the amendment passed the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and Feingold
prepared to attach it to the foreign aid authorization bill.
However, Johnston opposed any conditions on aid to Indonesia and threatened to
block the entire foreign aid bill if Feingold
proceeded. That effectively killed the
amendment. "Johnston is no cracker," says
one source. "He's been in the Senate for 22
years and is a smart, deal-making son-of-abitch. You've got to worry about having him
as an enemy."
Other important senate backers of Indonesia include:
Daniel Inouye of Hawaii, a close friend of
deceased dictator Ferdinand Marcos and a
number of other Asian thugs, doggedly opposes all sanctions against Jakarta. Representing another state which has substantial
business ties with Indonesia, a congressional
source calls him a "whore for Suharto".
California's Diane Feinstein, who is pressuring Clinton to rethink his veto of the F5E transfer. That would benefit Californiabased Eidetics, which saw its plans to sell
$1 million worth of spare parts for the
fighters go down the drain when the president blocked that deal.
Liberal Chris Dodd (D-CT), a man long
enchanted with Pratt-Whitney, the Connecticut firm which builds the engines for
Indonesia's F-16s.
Jakarta annually pays millions to top
lobbying firms, with a major share going to
Burson-Marsteller. But when it comes to
direct pressure on Congress and the executive, the Indonesians rely on the U.S. business community, which drools with excitement at the thought of the $60 billion Suharto plans to dole out in infrastructure
contracts during the next five years. U.S.
firms also appreciate Jakarta's labor policies,
which have kept average wages in manufacturing down to 28 cents per hour.
Corporate opposition to the Feingold
amendment was coordinated by the U.S.-
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ASEAN Business Council and the American
League for Exports and Security Assistance,
whose members include such firms as
McDonnell Douglas, Lockheed, Alliant
Techsystems, GE and AT&T. The Council
sent its representatives to the offices of
every senator with a list of companies in
their states that would allegedly be ruined if
the Feingold amendment-or any sanctions
against Jakarta-were approved. It also
alerted hundreds of companies that deal
with Indonesia of the grave threat the
amendment posed, thereby provoking a
flood of corporate calls to congressional
offices.
The business blitzkrieg had a devastating
impact, with Feingold's supporters dropping out in droves. Bob Dole, who had announced he would back the amendment,
abandoned ship when he was squeezed by
lobbyists from Boeing, a company with
major operations in Wichita.
At the Pentagon, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs Stanley Roth, a former aide to New
York congressman Stephen Solarz, works
hard to keep Clinton on a tight leash. Roth
has had close personal friendships with top
Indonesian officials since the late 1970s,
when he visited the country at the invitation
of the Jakarta-based Center for Strategic and
International Studies, an intelligence front
for the dictatorship. He's said to be particularly tight with Yusuf Wanandi, a top official at the CSIS who played a key role in
secretly lining up U.S. support for the invasion of East Timor.
Roth's views, while more emotional because of his personal links, are reflective of
the DoD as a whole. "The Pentagon is insistent on maintaining close ties with the Indonesian military," says a well-placed source.
"Any attempt to change the relationship
would provoke a strong and immediate reaction."
A final force in the Indonesia lobby is the
international financial community, which
has long heaped money on Suharto. Lending
was traditionally coordinated by the InterGovernmental Group on Indonesia (IGGI),
a 14-nation consortium set up shortly after
Suharto took power and which included the
World Bank and the IMF.
After Indonesian security forces massacred up to 250 unarmed demonstrators in
East Timor's capital of Dili in 1991, the
Dutch government, which chaired the consortium, said further loans should be tied to
human rights conditions. A standoff ensued
when Suharto's officials said they would no
longer deal with the IGGI. The solution,
arrived at by the World Bank, was to expel
the Dutch. The consortium then reemerged
as the Consultative Group on Indonesia and,
under that name, will loan Jakarta more than

$5 billion this year. (The sordid history of
World Bank complicity with Suharto is
detailed in a soon-to-be-released report prepared by the PDD.)
Arrayed against these forces is a coalition
of badly outgunned human rights and church
activists. As one source observes, "Stack the
two sides up against each other and it's not
too hard to predict who's going to come out
on top." Despite that pessimistic assessment, the coalition has been remarkably
effective in pressuring congress and embarrassing Suharto. That Bill Clinton has
proved harder to embarrass in no way diminishes its achievements.
================
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IFET WRITES TO RAMOS
May 22, 1994
H E President Fidel V. Ramos
Fax No: +6327311325
Dear Mr. President,
The International Federation for East
Timor (IFET) is deeply disturbed at Your
Excellency's decision to bar foreigners, particularly East Timorese leaders in exile and
Indonesian scholars and human rights activists, from entering the Philippines to attend
the Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor
in Manila.
Your Government stated that freedom of
speech was guaranteed in the Philippines,
but the above action strongly suggests that
this freedom is restricted to the expression
of views that are in accord with the official
government position.
That the Philippines Government was
under extremely crude pressure from the
Indonesian Government is clear, but Your
Excellency's resort to similarly crude methods of muzzling groups or individuals
whose views you disagree with is not
thereby justified.
The individuals and NGOs in the Philippines and the Asia-Pacific region who have
called the APCET gathering are to be commended in the highest terms for having the
insight and courage to initiate a dialogue
within the region on this pressing issue.
Rather than trying to stifle this dialogue, we
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respectfully suggest that Your Excellency
should bend a discreet ear to its message.
We urge you, at the very least, not to resort
to authoritarian means to curb basic freedoms in the Philippines.
Respectfully yours,
Yoshiko Kawagoe, general-secretary
International Federation for East Timor
Fax No: +81823222684

PRINCEN WILL GO TO
MANILA
Radio Australia, 22 May 1994
Unabridged (from BBC monitoring)
An Indonesian human rights activist has
said he will attend a conference on East
Timor in the Philippines in spite of a Manila government ban on participation by
foreigners, Radio Australia reported today.
Institute for the Defence of Human
Rights chairman, Johannes Princen, said in
the Indonesian capital today that he would
attend the conference because he had not
been banned by the Indonesian authorities
from leaving his country.
He also said his name was not on a Philippine list of foreigners barred from entering
that country for the meeting. He said the
Philippines had damaged its international
image with its reaction to the meeting.
The Philippines imposed restrictions on
the conference after Indonesia warned that
the meeting could affect bilateral relations.

AGIR POUR TIMOR TO
RAMOS
May 22, 1994
Agir pour Timor faxed today the following letter to Fidel Ramos, relatively to the
APCET. The letter was also faxed to
APCET, AFP Manila and French media.
Dear Mr President,
We were shocked to learn that you have
decided to forbid non-Filipinos to participate the Asia-Pacific Conference on East
Timor, in Manila from May 31 to June 2, to
the extent of revoking the visas of those
foreign participants already present.
As a solidarity group with East Timor,
we totally support the objectives of this
conference. It is an exceptional opportunity
to have the question of East Timor -- whose
invasion in 1975 and subsequent annexation
by Indonesia have been condemned by the
United Nations -- become better known in
South East Asia. Especially, to forbid access
to East Timorese participants is to deny it
most of its meaning.
This conference aims to inform on the
peace proposals of the National Council of
Maubere Resistance, the evolution of nego-

ciations between Portugal and Indonesia
under the auspices of the UN Secretary
General, and to evoque the possible and
desirable role that the Philippines could
play inside ASEAN as an active participant
towards a peaceful solution to this conflict.
We see in the Philippines a country
which, since the fall of President Marcos,
has been opening to freedom of expression
and democratic practice, exemplified among
others by the desire to solve the most serious internal crises by negociation. Your
measure, taken following explicit pressure
from Indonesia, goes against such practice
and puts at stake the very spirit of ASEAN,
as proclaimed in the 1971 Kuala Lumpur
statement. This decision tarnishes the image
of your country in France, where it appears
as an unbearable step backwards relatively
to your own independence. We ask you to
rescind it by seeing that those foreigners
invited to the Conference can access it without difficulty and that it takes place under
normal conditions.
We are convinced you will hear our appeal, as that of the many other voices which
have raised against this measure.
Sincerely yours etc.
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sales will support secondary education
scholarships for orphans in East Timor.
Let me congratulate all those involved in
such a worthy project. I am impressed that
so many people have devoted so much of
their time, energy and talents in order to
help people less fortunate than they. The
CD deserves to be a great success!
I would be grateful if you were to send
this message on to Dr Carlos Lemos, of the
Portuguese Consulate in Melbourne.
Yours sincerely,
*********************************
********************************
For more information, write to John Sinnott, of AETA (the Australia-East Timor
Association), PO Box 93, Fitzroy, VIC
3065, AUSTRALIA (I don't have a fax or
phone number for him). He will send kits to
solidarity groups with suggestions as to
how they can best be distributed and sold.
Other people involved in the project include
anthropologist Patsy Thatcher and the
Catholic Auxiliary Bishop of Melbourne,
Hilary Deakin.

NEW EAST TIMOR CD

PHILIPPINES-INDONESIA:
CLASH OF POLITICAL
CULTURES

Next Sunday (May 29), a new East
Timor CD will be launched in Melbourne,
Australia. Called "All in the Family", it
features songs by some of Australia's bestknown rock groups (including Midnight Oil
and Painters & Dockers) as well as
Timorese and other musicians.
Proceeds from sales of the CD will go
towards secondary education scholarships
for orphans in East Timor.
One of the organisers of the venture,
Louise Byrne, is keen to receive, before the
launch, as many congratulatory faxes as
possible - especially from outside Australia
- so that local journalists will be impressed
by the level of overseas interest and support. She asked me to let Netters know,
promising to send a complimentary copy of
the CD, plus a comprehensive press kit, to
anyone who sends a fax before next Sunday!
Faxes should be sent via the Portuguese
Embassy in Canberra ( [61-6] 290 1957 )
and addressed to Dr Rui Goulart de Avila.
Specimen wording is as follows:
**************************
to Dr Rui Goulart de Avila
Portuguese Embassy
Canberra, ACT
AUSTRALIA
fax: [61-6] 290 1957
Dear Dr Rui Goulart de Avila,
I have just heard of the impending launch,
at the Portuguese Consulate in Melbourne,
of a new CD - "All in the Family" - whose

An Inter Press Service Feature
By Ramon Isberto
MANILA, May 19 (IPS) - Muslim Indonesia and Christian Philippines have for
years gotten along well as neighbours, avoiding the prickliness that has marred Jakarta
and Manila's respective ties with Kuala
Lumpur.
But in the past two weeks, relations between the two archipelagic nations have
sunk to new lows, apparently the result of
the two countries' contrasting political cultures.
Indonesian President Suharto is said to be
angry and Philippine President Fidel Ramos
is groping to find a way to assuage the Indonesian leader.
Jakarta is incensed about the holding in
Manila from May 31 to June 1, within the
campus of the Philippines' premier state
university, of an international conference on
East Timor, the former Portuguese colony
annexed by Indonesia in 1975.
Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas
says the seminar will give critics a forum to
lambaste Jakarta's human rights record in
East Timor. "The deck is stacked against
us," he said.
Manila says it recognises East Timor to
be Indonesia's 27th province but adds that,
under freedom of speech and assembly guarantees of the 1987 Constitution, it cannot
stop the meeting which has been organised
by private human rights groups.
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Jakarta remains miffed, despite a visit of
Ramos' personal envoy, former foreign secretary Raul Manglapus. Indonesia has
pulled out of a business conference in the
Philippines and may stop hosting crucial
talks between Manila and Muslim separatists.
Organisers of the Asia Pacific Conference
on East Timor say Manila is succumbing to
Jakarta's "diplomatic blackmail".
"Alatas and Manglapus need to be reminded that the Philippines is not the 28th
province of Indonesia," said Renato Constantino Jr, chair of the meeting's organising
committee.
Two decades after its 'integration' into
Indonesia, the status of East Timor remains
a sensitive issue for Jakarta. Allegations that
up to 200,000 East Timorese have died in
the guerrilla fight against the occupying
Indonesian army continue to haunt Jakarta.
"This matter has become a more delicate
matter for the Indonesians in this era when
Western donors are tying up human rights
issues with aid," said Carolina Hernandez of
the Institute for Strategic and Development
Studies (ISDS), a Manila- based think thank.
Moreover, Indonesia has been steadily
pursuing its goal of attaining some sort of
'middle power' status. It has already established itself as a Third World leader by assuming the chair of the Non-Aligned
Movement in 1991-1992 and this year's
presidency of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) forum.
"East Timor is a major obstacle in the
way of Indonesia's quest for international
legitimacy," said Hernandez.
But what has raised the ante in this diplomatic affair is the personal involvement of
the highest levels of leadership. Sources say
Suharto raised the matter of the East Timor
conference with Ramos when they met at
the APEC Summit in Seattle last November.
Manila's failure to stop the conference
appears puzzling to Jakarta, whose leadership enjoys vast powers of both the persuasive and coercive kinds.
"Although we fully understand their constitutional constraints about freedom of
assembly and so on, there is also something
else in the relations between two countries,
and that is the national interest," said
Alatas.
Lacking any legal power to abort the conference, Manila has been scrounging for
alternative courses of action. While in Jakarta earlier this week, Manglapus was
quoted as saying his government was "looking into all legal angles (to) bring about a
change in the plans of the (conference) organisers".
Among the options reportedly being considered is getting a court injunction to stop
the conference.
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That notion does not have a legal leg to
stand on, says Ma. Socorro Diokno of the
Free Legal Assistance Group (FLAG), an
organisation of human rights lawyers.
The most viable course of action for the
government, she said, is to bar the entry of
some 200 foreign participants and speakers
invited to the meeting. "But that would raise
an even bigger stink," Diokno added.
On Wednesday, Ramos talked of trying
to transfer the conference out of the premises of the state-owned University of the
Philippines and seeking the mediation of
Brunei.
Some analysts such as Hernandez urged
human rights groups to be prudent on this
matter, pointing out that Indonesia has been
particularly helpful to the Philippines in
recent years.
While other member-countries of the Association of South-east Asian Nations
(ASEAN) thought twice about pushing
through with the scheduled ASEAN Summit
in Manila right after the August 1987 coup,
Indonesia backed the Philippines' assurances
that it could host the meeting safely.
Jakarta has also made available its good
offices in seeking a negotiated settlement to
the 20-year-old Muslim secessionist conflict
in southern Philippines, Hernandez pointed.
"That's why the Indonesians are cross.
They have been hosting meetings to solve
the separatist issue and then Manila is the
site of a meeting on East Timor," she said.
Manila is sensitive to such concerns for
both security and economic reasons. Ramos
is eager to get Indonesian support for his
plan to make southern Philippines the
linchpin of the proposed East ASEAN
Growth Area.
But for other Filipinos, the issue is democracy.
Said the Manila daily 'Today': "It isn't
East Timor's freedom that's at stake here.
It's ours -- our freedom and our right to talk
about anything under the sun, which in this
authoritarian hemisphere, is uniquely Filipino, and one of our few real blessings."

FIDEL RAMOS CALLED A
'WIMP'
Reuter, 22 May 1994 Dateline: Manila
slightly abridged
Comment: The wire services from Manila
are full of reports about responses to the
Ramos decision to bar foreigners from attending the conference on East Timor. Time
does not permit us to do justice to the coverage. Here is just a taster.
Carmel

PHILIPPINE CHIEF CALLED 'WIMP'
OVER TIMOR MEETING
Philippines President Fidel Ramos faced
a firestorm of protests on Sunday after banning foreign delegates from an international
meeting in Manila on East Timor, to appease Indonesia.
A newspaper commentator called Ramos
a 'wimp' and another reminded readers that
the Philippines was not a province of Indonesia.
The uproar over the meeting, scheduled
for May 31 to June 4, forced Manila to call
off a regional economic conference in southern Davao city after Jakarta pulled out of it.
The Manila meeting, organised by private
groups, will debate Indonesia's 1975 invasion and 1976 annexation of the former Portuguese colony and alleged human rights
abuses on the island. Delegates from 15
countries have been invited to attend.
'This has bloodied Ramos. It shows him
as a person who does not have a correct
strategic grip of foreign policy,' political
analyst Teodoro Benigno said in an interview.
'Since we claim to be a democracy, that's
a blow below the belt on freedom of expression,' Benigno said of Ramos's order not to
allow foreign delegates to attend the meeting.
The government has said it cannot legally
prevent the meeting, but it can bar foreigners
from it in the national interest and to preserve relations with a diplomatic ally.
Conference organisers denounced the ban
as 'a clear surrender to Indonesian pressure'.
Ramos's handling of the issue 'serves to
strengthen (his) recurring image of an indecisive and spineless leader,' columnist Ninez
Cacho Olivares said in the Philippine Daily
Inquirer newspaper on Sunday.
'His is a wimp and an indecisive president who is willing to let go of national
pride, honour and dignity, and to grovel at
the feet of his ASEAN counterparts,' Olivares said.
Inquirer political analyst Amando
Doronila, in an article titled "RP not Indonesia's 28th province', accused Indonesia of
arrogance.
'(East) Timor is Indonesia's version of
Auschwitz,' he said. 'Indonesia does not
want the rest of the world to know what is
happening.... Indonesia wants us to collude
in the cover-up.'
The Manila Times in an editorial said the
'cave-in to the Indonesians' was distressing
and asked:
'Are there any world leaders out there
who can still respect Ramos now that he has
demonstrated that he can easily be pushed
around?'
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NEW ZEALAND-INDONESIA:
WELLINGTON PUTS TRADE
OVER RIGHTS
By Kalinga Seneviratne
SYDNEY, May 18 (IPS) - New Zealand
Prime Minister Jim Bolger, currently on a
three-day visit to Jakarta, appears determined not to let human rights concerns get
in the way of increased trade with the fastgrowing Indonesian economy.
Despite protests in New Zealand against
human rights abuses in East Timor, which
Jakarta annexed in 1975, Bolger reaffirmed
Wellington's recognition of the territory as
part of Indonesia.
"The constitutional position has been
settled for 20 years now," Bolger told Indonesian officials. "That's the position I'm
certain will continue for a very long time
into the future. There is nothing that New
Zealand can do to change the constitutional
position and that's where it lies."
Relations between the two countries took
a sharp dive last week when GovernorGeneral Catherine Tizard expressed concern
over human rights abuses in East Timor
when Indonesia's new ambassador, Dahlia
Soemolang, presented her credentials.
Earlier, 51 of the 99 members of the New
Zealand parliament presented a petition to
Soemolang denouncing the torture, imprisonment and massacre of some 200,000 East
Timorese since Indonesia invaded the territory nearly two decades ago.
Indonesian officials reacted angrily, accusing the legislators of "agitating" and being
"uninformed". B N Marbun, an Indonesian
opposition MP, said: "None of them has
ever been to East Timor, so whatever they
say is mere fantasy contracted from inferior
data."
Worried about the response, the New
Zealand embassy in Jakarta issued a statement reiterating Wellington's "full recognition" of East Timor's integration into Indonesia. The foreign ministry also confirmed
New Zealand's support for Indonesia's bid
for a non-permanent seat in the United Nations Security Council.
"Though there's growing anger at home
over New Zealand's silence on the atrocities
in East Timor, (Bolger's visit which ends
Thursday) is not intended to agitate," says
political analyst Bernard Orsman.
"Indonesia is an important country to
New Zealand, not least as a rapidly developing economy with a market of 190 million
people. It also has a crucial role in regional
security and sits across important sea and
air lanes for New Zealand," he adds.
Despite Indonesia's importance to New
Zealand, however, it "remains strangely

unknown" to most New Zealanders, said an
editorial in the New Zealand Herald.
And Orsman says there is "a marked reluctance on the part of many New Zealanders to acknowledge Asia and accept the
realities of our economy being inextricably
linked to that region".
New Zealand's former ambassador to Jakarta, Neil Walter, urged New Zealanders to
look beyond the "negative and dated" coverage given to Indonesia by the international
press.
"Our nearest Asian neighbour was going
places in terms of political coherence, economic clout and international influence," he
said. "It is a country which New Zealanders
should make greater efforts to understand."
"Indonesia's intention to move its population of 190 million from relative poverty
to middle-income status by the year 2020
offers huge trade opportunities for New
Zealand," says Orsman. "Even by the year
2000, Indonesia's economy will be as big as
Australia's."
Two-way trade is already two to one in
New Zealand's favour, with the country's
exports to Indonesia increasing from 4.7
million dollars in 1970 to 134.7 million last
year. Indonesia is already New Zealand's
15th largest market with a 44 percent increase in trade since 1990.
Although a majority of New Zealand
MPs are worried about the Indonesian
army's human rights record in East Timor,
New Zealand has been training Indonesian
military officers under a long- standing military agreement with South-east Asian nations.
A senior Indonesian military official, Gen
Feisal Tanjung, visited New Zealand earlier
this month to discuss mutual assistance
programmes including one to train up to 20
Indonesian air force personnel a year.
Political analysts say Bolger's six-day
tour of Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore is
part of Wellington's Asia 2000 policy
launched in 1991 to encourage New Zealanders to improve knowledge and skills to
help them integrate more easily with Asia.
Bolger has obviously heeded the warning
of his foreign affairs advisers that raising the
East Timor issue with the Indonesians could
jeopardise trade with the booming Asian
nation.
Terrence O'Brien, director of the Wellington-based Centre for Strategic Studies, says
the inter-governmental machinery of the
Asia-Pacific in terms of security issues is
only now beginning.
"The challenge now for New Zealand foreign policy is to position New Zealand
among the competing influences so that we
derive advantage," he says. "Whatever happens, we must remember patience is the
watchword. This sometimes is forgotten by
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Australia, and not always discerned by the
United States."

INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT
STATEMENT, MAY 23, 1994
SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT ON
EAST TIMOR.
By : Irawan Abidin *
(* Mr. Irawan Abidin is the Director for
Information of the Department of Foreign
Affairs, Republic of Indonesia).
Instead of the true story of East Timor,
an elaborate myth is being foisted by members and supporters of the minority group
that tried and failed to gain power in the
wake of Portugal's abrupt withdrawal from
its former colony in 1975. Fashioned out of
lies and slander as well as innuendos against
Indonesia, this myth is being disseminated
far and wide by the Government of Portugal. Indeed for the past 19 years, the United
Nations and the international community
have been subjected to a ceaseless bombardment of half-truths and disinformation
on the events surrounding the decolonization of East Timor. In spearheading this
campaign, Portugal is perhaps driven by
feelings of guild over the shameful way it
deserted the people of East Timor at the
time when it should have done its utmost to
spare them from the ravages of political
chaos.
This myth ascribes to the Indonesian
Government all sorts of horrible atrocities
without a shred of evidence or proof that
might be acceptable in the court of law. It is
being made to appear that the Government
of Indonesia would, without compunction,
violate its own laws and fundamental principles and event the deeply ingrained values
of its people. The grievousness of these
accusations are such that they should not be
freely bandied in the absence of clear evidence to back them up. And yet somehow
these fabrications, largely through the efforts of the Government of Portugal, have
been dignified with credence in some international circle.
There is therefore need, once again, to set
the record straight on the issue of East
Timor. It has to be stated that the East
Timor issue is irrefutably a case of decolonization utterly mishandled by the erstwhile
colonial power, Portugal. Had it shown a
higher regard for the civic and political rights
of a people whom it had oppressed and
neglected for over four centuries, Portugal
might have effected a less stormy decolonization process, but it did not.
It is clear that after abandoning East
Timor in a most irresponsible manner, after
allowing the situation in the territory to
deteriorate to the point of civil war, in fact,
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after practically instigating civil war by
clandestinely turning over its arms and munitions to one particular group, the
FRETILIN, Portugal has relinquished any
claim to be considered the administering
power of East Timor. We cannot but be
astonished that there are still those who
would wish to set the clock back and return
East Timor to its former colonial master so
that Portugal could do what it miserably
failed to do nearly 20 years ago take part in
the decolonization process that is already
consummated.
A brief review of the chaotic final months
of Portuguese rule in East Timor is instructive. In April 1974 the new Portuguese
Government proclaimed its intention to
decolonize all its 'overseas provinces'. In line
with the United Nations General Assembly
Resolution 1541, a proposed referendum
would present the people of East Timor
with three options: to become an autonomous territory in federation or association
with Portugal, to become separate, independent state, or to integrate with the Republic of Indonesia.
Five political parties were formed in
1974 to take part in the referendum. These
five parties represented the entire spectrum
of East Timorese society. The U.D.T.
(União Democrática Timorense), widely
acknowledged by both Portugal and other
unbiased observers to be the largest party
among the five, supported integration with
Indonesia. It enjoyed the support of approximately 50 percent of the total population or 230 of the 472 existing suku or clans
in East Timor.
The FRETILIN (Frente Revolucionaria
de Timor Leste Independente) which comprised a small group of young radicals and
members of the Portuguese colonial army,
the TROPAZ, opted for independence.
The APODETI (Associação Popular
Democrática de Timor) and two other parties, the KOTA (Klibur Oan Timor Aswain)
and the TRABALHISTA (Labor Party),
also came out in favour of integration with
Indonesia.
Indonesia welcomed these steps towards
decolonization and, at the request of Portugal, extended its active cooperation to the
process as evidenced inter alia by the series
of meetings held between high level representatives of the two sides in New York,
September 1074, Lisbon, October 1974,
London, March 1975, Jakarta, August and
September 1975, and Rome, November
1975. At Those meetings, Indonesia reaffirmed its readiness to support Portugal in
the peaceful and orderly implementation of
the decolonization process, on the basis of
Portugal's own plan. Early on, the
FRETILIN refused to participate in an orderly and peaceful process of decolonization
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and attempted to circumvent the envisaged
democratic procedures. It boycotted the
Macao meeting of June 1975 which was
convened by Portugal and attended by the
other four parties to ensure a peaceful transfer of power. As a result of the FRETILIN's
continued acts of intimidation, tension and
confusion increased to the point of civil war
between the FRETILIN and other four political parties. Thus the FRETILIN's attempt to seize power by force of arms
rather than through democratic methods and
the refusal by the majority of East Timorese
people to accept such a seizure of power
plunged the territory into political chaos.
The Portuguese colonial administration in
Dili made no effort to stop the bloodshed
and the height of the fighting, the Governor
and his staff packed up and left East Timor
in much the same way that Portugal abandoned Angola and Mozambique. By October 1975, more than 3000 people had lost
their lives in the civil war and more than
42,000 refugees had fled to safety in West
Timor.
Despite the utter confusion and escalating violence in East Timor, Indonesia encouraged Portugal to return and exercise its
authority to complete a just and orderly
decolonization process. As late as November 1975, the Indonesian and Portuguese
Foreign Minister met in Rome and issued
joint communiqué agreeing on the need to
restore peace and order in the territory to
enable the people to freely decide their own
future. It was agreed that a meeting between
Portugal and all five political parties be held
as soon as possible. This meeting never took
place because, once again, the FRETILIN
refused to participate and, instead, unilaterally declared independence.
In response to Portugal's abrupt abandonment of the territory and its failure to
fulfil its responsibilities as administering
authority, and in the face of FRETILIN's
mounting reign of terror against its own
people, the four other political parties declared the independence of East Timor
through integration with the Republic of
Indonesia, established Provisional Government and called upon the Government of
Indonesia to take the necessary steps to
protect the lives of the people who had
declared East Timor part of Indonesia. it
was at the point that Indonesia became involved in the East Timor crisis.
The Indonesian Government welcomed
the desire of the East Timorese to join Indonesia but declared that it would accede to
their expressed wishes only after a proper
exercise of the right to self determination
had taken place. Representatives of all the
districts of East Timor were therefore
elected in a political exercise similar to one
originally planned by Portugal. The elected

representatives formed a provisional People's Assembly of East Timor and on May
31, 1976, this Assembly, in a public session
attended by members of diplomatic corps as
well as by representatives of the local and
international media, formally declared independence through integration with Indonesia.
Much has been made of the fact that the
UN was 'not involved' in the process of
decolonization in East Timor. It is a matter
of public record, however, that throughout
1976 the Provisional Government of East
Timor made every effort to have the UN
participate in the process. Regrettably, all
its invitations were turned down as Portugal
and its supporters blocked every attempt to
secure UN participation. Despite these
repeated rebuffs, the Provisional Government of East Timor continued to keep the
relevant UN organs apprised of every stage
of the decolonization process.
Since integration, Indonesia's sincere intent to give substance to the freedom won
by the people of East Timor is reflected in
its continuous effort to accelerate the social,
economic and political development of East
Timor. It has also ensured the protection of
the cultural and religious rights of the East
Timorese and pursued a continuing programme of infrastructure building for agriculture, health, education, public housing and
communication in East Timor. More asphalt
roads, bridges, schools, hospitals and health
centers, public markets and place of worship have been built in East Timor during
the 19 years since its integration with Indonesia than during the entire 450 years of
colonial misrule.
The Indonesian Government also maintains a policy of providing access to East
Timor on a regular basis to foreign representatives, parliamentary missions international
agencies, journalists and others. International humanitarian organizations including
the UNICEF, the world Health Organization
(WHO) and the International Committee for
the Red Cross (ICRC), have been operating
in East Timor since 1979.
It is time for those who espouse the
principles of self determination and democracy, which imply respect for the wishes of
the majority, to realize that they cannot at
the same time support the unreasonable and
irrational demands of a minority. It is clear
that the only real base of support that the
FRETILIN has is in Portugal which continues to subsidize the FRETILIN's activities
abroad. Up to now the FRETILIN makes no
attempt to play a positive role in the development in East Timor.
In the ultimate analysis, the question is
whether the noise being made by handful of
political failures who compose the
FRETILIN can be allowed to cancel out the
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profound improvements that have been
wrought on the lives of hundreds of thousands of East Timorese. To Indonesia, the
important thing is that the vast majority of
East Timorese are now living normal productive lives. And considering the development programme that is being undertaken in
the province, they now have a much brighter
future to look forward to.

JIM DUNN ON IRAWAN ABIDIN
DISTORTIONS
May 25
Abidin Article on Timor
Irawan Abidin's article on how East
Timor come be integrated into Indonesia
should more aptly be entitled "Keeping to a
Crooked Line" rather than "Setting the Record Straight". Most of his article is propaganda: sheer nonsense with no basis in fact.
I would like to take up a few of its gross
inaccuracies. Firstly, the formation of the
Timorese political parties. There were really
only three parties - Fretilin and UDT, who
enjoyed between them more than 90% of
East Timorese, and Apodeti. While membership of Fretilin and UDT was numbered
in thousands, Apodeti never had more than
300 members, most of whom were drawn
from a few Liurai (petty kings), who feared
that a democratic East Timor would end the
kind of privileges they had enjoyed under
the Portuguese colonial system.
As for the other two so-called parties Trabalhista and Kota - they were not political parties at all but small Timorese groups
with a total membership of less than 50.
Abidin goes on to say that only Fretilin
wanted independence. That is not true.
UDT was itself a pro-independence party.
It was only when its leaders were forced
into Indonesia Timor that they came out
with support for integration, and then only
after very heavy pressure from the Indonesian military. As for Trabalhista, its came
into being with one aim, to integrate with
Australia, a proposition the then Australian
Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam, hastily
rejected.
Nor is it true that Fretilin started the civil
war. It had its beginnings in an attempted
coup by UDT leaders, which followed their
visit to Jakarta where General Murtopo told
them that if they did not take immediate
action against what he labelled as proCommunist Fretilin, then Indonesia would
itself act. The UDT leaders did not want
integration, and they felt that if they overpowered Fretilin Jakarta just might allow
the Portuguese colony to become independent.
As for East Timor's "act of free choice"
the few who voted were carefully selected
by Bakin, some of them petty kings who

feared that independence under Fretilin and
UDT would cost them the privileges they
had enjoyed as pillars of the colonial regime.
Today Foreign Minister Alatas and other
Indonesian officials persist with the line that
Indonesia was prepared to support the
colonisation of East Timor, and even independence, but this is nonsense. East Timor's
fate was sealed long before the civil war by
an influential group of Indonesian generals,
including, Murdani, Ali Murtopo and Yoga
Sugama, who set up an extensive subversive
operation, code-named "Operasi Komodo".
A main function of this operation was to
destabilise political conditions in East
Timor, and to carry out military intervention. Its existence and activities were wellknown to Australian and US officials, who
in a shameful way helped cover up its subversive operations. Even today it is that
complicity which causes certain Australian
politicians to give tacit support to the kind
of arguments advanced by Irawan Abidin,
which are a gross distortion of what really
happened in East Timor prior to integration.

AI UA198/94 INDONESIA/EAST
TIMOR
EXTERNAL (for general distribution) AI
Index: ASA 21/12/94 Distr: UA/SC
UA 198/94 Fear of torture/Arbitrary Detention 23 May 1994
Indonesia/East Timor Jose Antonio Neves Nuno de Andrade Sarmento Corvelho
Anibal Rui Fernandes Octaviano Pedro
Fatima Tilman Pantaleao Miguel Rosalino Marcos Lucas Tilman dos Santos
At least 11 East Timorese have been detained by Indonesian military forces in recent weeks in connection with their nonviolent political activities. They include Jose
Antonio Neves detained by military intelligence officers on 19 May 1994 in Malang,
and at least ten others detained in Dili, East
Timor, in the preceding weeks. Amnesty
International believes that they may be at
risk of being tortured and is seriously concerned for their safety.
A leading member of the proindependence East Timorese underground,
and a student at a theological institute in
Malang, East Java, Jose Antonio Neves was
arrested by military intelligence authorities
at the town's main post office and taken to a
safehouse of the military's intelligence unit
(SGI). According to an unconfirmed report,
he was later transferred to the headquarters
of Regional Military Command IX in Denpasar, Bali. Indonesian military authorities
have denied arresting Jose Antonio Neves,
further heightening concern for his safety.
Colleagues said that Jose Neves had recently returned from East Timor where he
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had been gathering information about human
rights violations and political developments,
and that on his return to Malang he had
hoped to make this available to the international community. One source said that at
the time of his arrest he was carrying a letter
from the leader of the guerilla resistance,
Konis Santana. The letter was to be read out
at a conference on East Timor scheduled to
take place in Manila in early June.
At least ten other pro-independence activists were detained in Dili in the weeks
prior to Jose Neves' arrest. They include:
Nuno de Andrade Sarmento Corvelho, and
Anibal of Santa Cruz, Dili; Rui Fernandes,
of Bemori, Dili; Octaviano, Pedro Fatima
Tilman, Pantaleao, Miguel, Rosalino, and
Marcos, all of Kuluhun, Dili; and Lucas
Tilman dos Santos, of Bairro-Pite. According to reports the ten, and possibly others,
were taken to military intelligence headquarters in Dili where they were interrogated
about their political activities. One of the
ten, Lucas Tilman dos Santos was reported
to have been previously detained on 18
April, and apparently released after questioning.
Some of those detained in recent weeks
are believed to have been released without
charge after questioning, but on 23 May a
military spokesperson in Dili said that at
least six people had been "detained for questioning" and said they might be brought to
court if there was enough evidence against
them. He said those detained included a
number of youths who staged a peaceful
protest in Dili in front of foreign journalists
in April. In view of the historical pattern of
abuse of both political and criminal suspects, there is serious concern for the safety
of those still in custody.
Amnesty International is calling on the
Indonesian authorities to act immediately to
protect the prisoners named above from
torture or ill- treatment. It calls upon the
authorities to ensure that all detainees are
given prompt and unrestricted access to
legal counsel of their own choice, as required
by Indonesian and international law. Amnesty International urges the government to
release immediately all those currently detained for their non-violent political activities, and to cease the practice of short-term
arbitrary detention of peaceful political
opponents.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The arrests of the 11 East Timorese are
consistent with a long-standing pattern of
short-term detention and ill-treatment of real
or alleged political opponents of Indonesian
rule in East Timor. In the past two years
alone, hundreds of East Timorese political
suspects have been held by military authorities for periods ranging from a few hours to
several days, before being released without
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charge; others are known to have been held
in military custody without trial for several
months. Many of those detained are known
to have tortured or ill-treated.
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please
send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express and
airmail letters either in English or in your
own language:
- expressing urgent concern for the safety
of Jose Antonio Neves and the ten others
named above (please list all the names);
- urging the government to act immediately to protect them from torture or illtreatment;
- calling upon the government to permit
all political detainees to have immediate
access to legal counsel of their own choosing;
- urging the government to release immediately all those held for their non-violent
political activities.
APPEALS TO
MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
Haji Utoyo Usman S.H. [Salutation:
Dear Minister Utoyo Usman] Menteri Kehakiman
Jl. Rasuna Said Kav. 6-7
Kuningan
Jakarta Selatan
Indonesia
Fax: +62 21 3141 625
Telex: 44404 ditjenim ia
Telegrams: Justice Minister, Jakarta, Indonesia MILITARY COMMANDER
REGION IX:
[- covers Bali, Lombok and Nusa Tenggara including East Timor]
Brigadier-General R. Adang Ruchiatna
[Salutation: Dear Brigadier-General
Adang Ruchiatna]
Pangdam IX/Udayana
Markas Besar KODAM IX Udayana
Denpasar
Bali
Indonesia
Telegrams: Pangdam IX/Udayana, Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia
AND, IF POSSIBLE, TO THE
FOLLOWING:
Lt. Gen. (Ret) Ali Said
Chairman, National Commission on Human Rights
c/o Directorat Jenderal Pemasyarakatan
Jl. Veteran No. 11
Jakarta Pusat
Indonesia
PLEASE SEND APPEALS
IMMEDIATELY. Please do not send appeals after 4 July 1994.
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LETTER FROM BISHOP
XIMENES BELO TO ABILIO
ARAÚJO
Unabridged
Translated from Portuguese by Maubere
People's Rights Commission (CDPM)
This letter was sent to Dr. Abilio Araújo
by Bishop Ximenes Belo through the two
Timorese messengers Jose da Costa Belo
and Father Constâncio Gusmão on their
journey to Indonesia and East Timor.
--------Dili, 4th May 1994
Colleague Abilio,
Firstly, my sincere good wishes to you.
Your colleagues Father Constâncio and
Mr. Ze Belo have been here with me, and
we spoke about your "Troika", about London, and other matters. As I have already
made my opinion known, through the media, today I would like to state our position
on the London Talks. For us, here in Timor,
the London Talks are still something of a
mystery... From what we have learned via
the Indonesian media and from Mr. Francisco Lopes da Cruz, in principle the "outside" group accepts integration. With regard
to the "Portugal-Macau" group's position,
we have not heard anything crystal clear and
definite. From what people are saying, these
talks are inspired by economic interests, and
those who will benefit will be Messrs.
Abilio, Macedo and Galvão de Melo. I am
not sure whether this assessment is correct,
but this is basically what the reports I receive are indicating. For this reason, the
Diocese of Dili will not be getting involved
in the buying and selling of Timor. The dignity of Timor's people, however backward
and uneducated they may be, deserves every
respect.
Another reason which has led the Diocese of Dili to maintain its wait and see
attitude towards the reconciliation talks is
that while all the factions or different political tendencies are not involved, we would
never go along as observers. I am referring to
Fretilin and its different factions, the
CNRM (Maubere Resistance National
Council), UDT, the "Liurais" of Timor, the
traditional leaders, students and university
students.
Furthermore, why are Timorese going
outside to find reconciliation while here in
Timor, the people are still subjected to all
kinds of pressure? When the City of Dili is
gradually becoming a Javanese City? When
waves of immigrants continue to occupy the
southern coast's fertile lands? When the
young people involved in 12 November are
still being hunted down? You and Ambassador Lopes da Cruz would do better to sit

down at the negotiating table with the Indonesians in Jakarta to find ways of improving
the situation within the territory, than to go
around London hotels talking about matters
which are not at all clear to the simple people of Timor.
Meanwhile, we would be open to future
rounds of talks which involve all the political and social leanings of the Timorese
population.

PHILIPPINES: FOREIGNERS
BANNED FROM EAST TIMOR
MEET
MANILA, May 20 (IPS) - The Philippines has banned the entry of nine foreign
participants in a controversial international
conference on East Timor set to be held here
end-May.
President Fidel Ramos announced the
move Friday in response to mounting Indonesian pressure that Manila scuttle the
meeting lest bilateral ties deteriorate further.
In his order, Ramos said the banned individuals were "suspected rebels" whose participation in the Asia Pacific Conference on
East Timor (APCET) would harm the national interest.
Among those prohibited from showing
up in the APCET meet were Juan Ramos
Horta and others identified with the Revolutionary Front for the Independence of East
Timor (FRETILIN) which has resisted Indonesian annexation of the former Portuguese colony since 1975.
Banning foreigners "was not unusual or
abnormal," said national security adviser
Jose Almonte. He pointed out that Filipino
nationals, such as individuals linked with the
Marcos regime, have been barred from returning to the country on national security
grounds.
APCET organisers however denounced
the ban order. "This is a clear surrender to
Indonesian pressure," said APCET organising committee chair Renato Constantino Jr.
"The Ramos administration is acting as if
the Philippines were Indonesia's 28th province," he added. Indonesia has 27 provinces
and the 27th is East Timor.
Jakarta had earlier announced a series of
moves that seemed meant to push Manila
into taking action against APCET. It revealed that a dozen Indonesian and Philippine business joint ventures would be frozen.
Meantime, reports reaching Manila said
several Filipino fishing vessels had been
seized by Indonesian navy ships in seas
between eastern Indonesia and southern
Philippines and towed to several Indonesian
ports. About 250 Filipino fishermen were
reportedly held.
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Earlier, Jakarta said it would no longer
host the second round of peace talks between the Philippine government and Muslim separatists scheduled for later this
month.
Indonesia also said they would not attend
a business conference on the East ASEAN
Growth Area being held in the southern
Philippine city of Davao.
Manila had taken the position that, while
it recognised East Timor as part of Indonesia and fully supported Jakarta's position on
that issue, the Ramos government had no
legal grounds to stop the APCET which had
been organised by private groups.
But Indonesian officials rejected that explanation, saying that it was in the Philippine national interest to keep the conference
from pushing through.
APCET's Constantino said however that
the meeting would push through even "if all
the foreign participants are barred or kicked
out."
Among the invited guests who have confirmed their attendance was Danielle Mitterand, wife of the French president.

STATEMENT ON THE
PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT'S
RESPONSE TO INDONESIAN
GOVERNMENT
INTERFERENCE IN THE
APCET CONFERENCE ON
EAST TIMOR
From Jose Ramos Horta, CNRM- National
Council of Maubere Resistance
20 May, 1994
President Ramos' succumbing to Indonesian pressures to ban access to foreign participants at next week's Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor in Manila, is deeply
saddening, a blemish on Philippine standing.
Ninoy Aquino, who I had the privilege and
honour to have met only a few days before
his assassination, would be profoundly
distressed. With his heroic dedication to
fight for freedom from oppression, justice
and truth, Ninoy had fully supported the
struggle of the East Timorese people against
the brutal Indonesian occupation of their
country.
The East Timorese leaders in exile, who
for so many years had joined in support of
the struggle of the Filipino people against
tyranny, feel profoundly disappointed and
betrayed by President Ramos' surrender to
the latest blatant interference in Filipino
internal affairs on the part of the Indonesian
dictatorship.
Our high expectations in the supposedly
free and democratic Filipino system had led

us to expect that due respect and consideration would be given to APCET. Our intention in holding the conference had been to
bring together freedom loving Filipinos and
an international group of well qualified and
distinguished people, able to provide valuable contributions to the process of search
for a solution to the East Timor problem.
As a democratic member of our region, with
its people sharing some deep affinities with
the East Timorese people, the Philippines
seemed a logical venue, able to provide regional inputs helping to find the solution of
an issue of regional concern.
Unlike Jakarta's coarse efforts to impinge
on Philippine foreign policy and create regional tensions, which it shamelessly accuses us of trying to do, our intentions are
to present the truth. Is there something
wrong in this? Why is the Indonesian Government so afraid of dealing with the truth,
to the point of responding with the present
embarrassing hysteria?
All along we had welcomed the participation of high level Indonesian officials, including their Foreign Minister, at the Conference, so as to provide them a platform to
present their views. Are they so lacking in
arguments, that they can only respond by
brutally blackmailing the Philippines, trampling on its sovereignty and dignity? The
list of foreign conferees banned by President
Ramos further proves Indonesian interference in the conduct of Filipino affairs. Why
are no East Timorese collaborators of Jakarta named among those banned?
We sincerely hope that reason and respect for principle will prevail, and that the
government of President Ramos will reconsider its position. This episode has been a
valuable learning experience on the Indonesian regime's meaning of 'friendship',
namely, coercion for the surrender of hard
won freedom and dignity.

CNRM- NATIONAL COUNCIL
OF MAUBERE RESISTANCE
Text of open letter from Jose Ramos Horta
to President Suharto.
Geneva, 11 March 1994
His Excellency,
The President of the Republic of Indonesia
General Hajji Mohammad Suharto
Jakarta, Indonesia
Your Excellency,
I have the honour of writing to Your Excellency in my capacity as Co-Chairman and
Special Representative of the National
Council of Maubere Resistance (CNRM),
the supreme organisation which brings together the nationalist sectors of the people
of East Timor. I was appointed as Special
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Representative of CNRM by Resistance
Commander Xanana Gusmão in 1990. In the
reorganisation which followed Commander
Xanana Gusmão’s capture, I was appointed
Co-Chairman, heading the Diplomatic Front
of CNRM as Special Representative. Commander Nino Konis Santana, Commanderin-Chief of the East Timor National Liberation Forces Falintil, also Co-Chairs CNRM .
Your Excellency, it is now close to 19
years that the people of East Timor have
been profoundly suffering from a traumatic
situation which stems from what can only
be explained as a tragic deep historical misunderstanding.
This misunderstanding has locked our
two peoples, which should have been destined to enjoy the closest fraternal relations
as members of a regional family, into a devastating conflict. This has so far been of
benefit to no one, save perhaps a few irresponsible elements who had lost sight of the
higher duties they should have fulfilled for
their nation.
As a result of these past misunderstandings the people of East Timor continue to
suffer, while the image of the Republic of
Indonesia is severely damaged. Furthermore,
this regrettable situation also brings unnecessary suffering to many Indonesian people.
The consequences are thus highly negative
for both our peoples, as well as for the
process of national development of Indonesia, for which Your Excellency has been so
widely praised internationally.
Past developments have already more
than clearly shown that the course of action
followed so far is not leading to a resolution
of the East Timor problem. On the contrary,
the evolution of the situation confirms that
unless a radically new approach is sought,
the problem will only be compounded.
We have followed with great expectation
the talks held in past months between Indonesia's Foreign Minister and the Foreign
Minister of Portugal under the auspices of
the United Nations Secretary General, as
part of the Secretary General's mandate to
find a solution to the East Timor problem.
We regret that so far we have not been invited to participate directly in these talks.
However, our central role in a the search for
such a solution, and our most sincere desire
to seek an effective long-term settlement of
the conflict that exists between our two
nations, has led us to propose a Threephase Peace Plan aimed at assisting the
United Nations Secretary General to fulfil
his mandate.
In doing so we have been guided by the
most sincere desire to seek a just and equitable resolution to the regrettable situation
facing our nations and to build the foundations for the close, mutually beneficial and
harmonious relationship into the long term
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future we so ardently desire. We are aware
of the need to attend to the legitimate interests of both sides, and the situations respectively faced by them, in the formulation of a
plan for a solution
The Three-phase Peace Plan was first articulated by Commander Xanana Gusmão
shortly before his capture, and has subsequently been publicly backed by Commander Konis Santana. It is also consistent
with statements by the leadership of the
Catholic Church. In April 1992 I presented
the Peace Plan to the European Parliament
in Brussels, and to the Council on Foreign
Relations in New York, and later to the
United Nations. It was received as a positive initiative. Support for the Peace Plan
has also come from members of the US
Congress, as well as prominent political
circles in Japan, Europe, Canada and
Australia. Many genuine friends of
Indonesia have realised its prospects as a
valuable instrument to secure a convenient
and lasting solution to this regional problem,
at present detrimental to the long term interests of Indonesia as well as to other members of the international community.
We would like hereby to submit the
Three-Phase Peace Plan to Your Excellency's consideration. We do so with the
best and most sincere intentions to seek a
basis to resolve this problem. Our proposals
are, of course, not final. We would welcome
Your Excellency's suggestions, which we
would receive in the most constructive spirit
of openness and good will.
EAST TIMOR PEACE PLAN
Phase One- one to two years IndonesiaPortugal talks under the auspices of the UN
Secretary General, without initial East
Timorese participation. Three such talks
sessions have been held to date, with modest results so far. A Communiqué issued in
New York after the last round of talks by
the Foreign Ministers of both countries on
17 September 1993 gives reason for optimism.
Subsequent talks, in which East Timorese
need to be invited to participate, should aim
to achieve:
An immediate end to all armed activities
in East Timor.
Immediate and unconditional release of all
East Timorese political prisoners.
Significant reduction of Indonesian military personnel currently in the territory.
Removal from East Timor of all heavy
weapons, long range artillery pieces and
armed transport equipment.
Expansion of the presence and activities
of the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) into every district of East
Timor and in strict observance of the Geneva Conventions.
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Reduction of Indonesian civil servants in
the territory.
A comprehensive population census to
be undertaken by competent UN bodies.
Access to the territory by UN Specialised Agencies such as FAO, UNDP,
UNICEF, WHO and others.
Restoration of all basic human rights in
the territory.
Removal of any restrictions on the use
and teaching of Portuguese and Tetum languages.
Setting up of an independent Human
Rights Commission in Dili.
Appointment of a Resident Representative of the UN Secretary General in East
Timor.
At the end of phase one, the following
results should be achievable: Normalisation
of Portugal - Indonesia relations. Legal
existence of East Timorese political parties.
Establishment of a resident European Community Legation in Dili, representing Portugal in East Timor. Setting up of a Portuguese
Cultural Institute in the territory.
Phase Two - five years This is a transition stage of autonomy in which East
Timorese would govern themselves through
their own local institutions. This would
require:
Election of a local Assembly with a fiveyear mandate, according to universally accepted norms under UN supervision and
technical assistance. Only East Timorese
may vote and be elected.
Election of an East Timorese Governor,
for a five-year term by the Assembly.
Powers devolved to the East Timor Assembly to include legislation concerning
international trade relations, investment,
property, immigration and others.
Withdrawal of remaining Indonesian
troops and further reduction in Indonesian
civil servants.
Placement under the command of the
elected governor of a territorial police force
organised by the UN. The territory is to
have no army.
Phase two may be extended by mutual
consent between Indonesia and the East
Timorese population. A 2/3 vote by the
Assembly would be required for a proposal
for the extension of phase two to be put to a
popular referendum.
If the referendum rejects extension of
phase two, or at the end of an extension of
phase two, phase three would commence.
Phase Three- Self determination: This
phase covers Preparation for a selfdetermination referendum, to be held within
one year of the commencement of phase
three, whereby the population may choose
between integration into Indonesia, free
association with Indonesia, or independence.

We reiterate the assurances already provided in the past that CNRM leaders will
scrupulously respect the choice freely made
by the majority of the East Timorese people. Should the East Timorese population
choose for integration or free association
with Indonesia, all armed resistance and
diplomatic activities against Indonesia
would immediately cease.
We trust that, as an experienced Statesman of world standing, Your Excellency will
appreciate the merits of the Three-phase
Peace Plan as a valuable formula to restore
the regional peace and fraternal relations that
should exist among our peoples. The benefits would be immense. A major blemish on
Indonesia's international standing would be
removed, enabling it to legitimately assume
the international role it is destined to play.
Indonesia's development process could proceed unhindered, boosted by the new opportunities of international cooperation
which would arise as strains on regional and
extra-regional relations are removed. Your
Excellency's central contribution to the ending of the festering East Timor problem
would be hailed as a major historical bequest
to humanity, serving to advance the universally cherished aspirations of democratic
freedoms, respect for human rights and
peaceful coexistence.
In closing, Your Excellency, we pray for
a future of harmony and understanding between the East Timorese people and our
brothers and sisters in Indonesia. We pray
that in the spirit forgiveness of the forthcoming Eid Ul Fitr festivities, the first rays
of peace may begin to shine.
Yours sincerely,
José‚ Ramos Horta
CNRM Co-Chairman and Special Representative

UNDERSTANDING THE
GAME OF THE GENERALS
PRESS STATEMENT BY APCET
CONVENORS
23 May 1994
Suharto called a bluff. To bad for Ramos,
he took it. Guess who is losing?
The order to bar foreign participants
from attending an international human rights
conference is a desperate attempt to subvert
the free exchange of ideas on matters that
affect regional and global peace and stability.
Gen. Ramos invokes national interest as
basis for the ban. He did not specify whose
national interest. Certainly not the Philippines'. The government has long been jeopardising the interest of the State. We need no
conference to do that for us.
Government officials and apologists have
charged the Philippine Convenors Group of

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

putting national interest at stake. But we did
our part. We met with top government and
Indonesian Embassy officials on April 4 this
year, we sent a memorandum to Gen. Almonte- which, we were told, had been taken
up in the Cluster E of the Cabinet. The
memo articulates our proposal of the role
the Philippine Government may take in
mediating the East Timor conflict.
But the Ramos government would rather
believe in the ghosts created by Indonesia,
and even added its own. It even rose from
the dead the much-abused Red-scare tactic.
Human rights and self-determination are
once more defined by the rules of the games
the generals play.
To rationalise its decision, the Ramos
government took the Jakarta lies hook, line
and sinker, claming that APCET is a political activity out to embarrass Indonesia. But
in its ban list there was no mention of other
Timorese in exile who were once revolutionary leaders turned pro-Indonesia integrationists. Will they be "physically barred" too,
like those who government identified as
troublemakers?
The conference will discuss the legal, political and cultural dimensions of the East
Timor situation. Papers will be presented
by internationally acknowledged legal
minds, humanitarians, and peace advocates.
If Indonesia will be embarrassed, it is because there are reasons to be so. Inevitably
the conference will discuss its atrocities in
East Timor and the annihilation of a people.
There have been more than 200,000 deaths.
And still counting. Even Hitler will be
threatened by this challenge to his fascist
throne.
Gen. Ramos, the good soldier, acted upon
the orders of his general, Suharto. First, he
upheld the Constitution. Then, he spat on
it. Never mind if it was his face that got wet
in the end. In the eyes of Big Brother,
Ramos is once more a favored administrator
-- a reliable governor-general, indeed!
Jakarta fears the conference will be nothing more than Indonesia bashing. But our list
of attendees, and those who have endorsed
the conference, is a respectable roster of
people who have better things to do than to
spend much money for fare and conference
fee just to lash out at Indonesia. They can
do that in their respective countries, where
democracy seems to function better.
The Asia-Pacific Conference on East
Timor is called to discuss higher ideals
which the governments both of Indonesia
and the Philippines may not understand.
Higher ideals are only for those who value
life and human dignity.

TIMOROUS ON TIMOR
Editorial, The New York Times, 24 May
1994
It is generally reckoned that at least
200,000 civilians died after Indonesia lawlessly invaded in 1975 and then annexed the
former Portuguese colony of East Timor.
But unlike recent massacres in Rwanda, it
caused no international outcry, no calls for
military intervention by the United Nations.
One reason for the different response is that
Indonesia is a big and powerful Islamic
country, a leader of the nonaligned bloc, yet
also a lucrative market for Europe and the
United States. And Jakarta has few scruples
about using its muscle.
This has been confirmed afresh by Indonesia's crude pressure on President Fidel
Ramos of the Philippines to censor a human
rights conference in Manila scheduled to
begin next Tuesday, at which eight exiled
East Timorese activists were invited to
speak. When Indonesia's military regime
learned of this, it warned that unless the
conference was canceled, Indonesia would
probably refuse to be host to peace talks
between the Philippine Government and
Muslim separatist rebels.
Initially President Ramos tried to mollify
Indonesia, sending an envoy to Jakarta and
stressing that Manila recognized East Timor
as part of Indonesia, adding that his Government was powerless to halt a private
conference. The rumbling only increased in
Jakarta, so Mr. Ramos on Friday banned
non-Filipinos from taking part in the conference, saying their presence would be "inimical to the national interest." Now Jakarta
has pulled out of a Filipino trade fair, which
has been postponed. Thus does Indonesia
assert its right to silence debate on East
Timor anywhere.
Will Australia be the next target? In years
past, Australian journalists have defied
travel restrictions to East Timor. But like
the Philippines, Australia meekly refuses to
challenge Indonesia's illegal grab of this unfortunate former colony. Indeed, in the tradition of Orwell's Newspeak, Australian
diplomats avoid mentioning the words "East
Timor" and pointedly talk about "Timor,"
thus uniting in their vocabulary what Indonesia has vainly striven to unite with gun
and bomb. The, sound of those dropping
knees surely has not escaped the Suharto
regime, and Canberra may soon be pressured
to carry self-censorship even further.
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RAMOS BLOCKS GUESTS AT
TIMOR CONFERENCE
Green Left #144, May 25, 1994
By Jon Land
The Philippines government is under
pressure from Indonesia to prevent the first
Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor
(APCET) from taking place in Manila. The
conference, scheduled at the University of
the Philippines May 31-June 3 is the first
of its kind to be held in an ASEAN nation.
President Fidel Ramos Philippines has already banned at least eight international
guests from attending. They include Fretilin
leader Jose Luis Guterres, Timorese Democratic Union leader Joao Carrascalão and the
special representative for the National
Council of Maubere Resistance, Jose Ramos
Horta.
The Indonesian embassy in Manila has
repeatedly issued strong statements condemning the conference. One embassy
spokesperson told a Japanese news service
that "holding a meeting that slurs the name
of East Timor is an infringement of [Indonesian] sovereignty". The Indonesian government has threatened to hold a counterconference next month on human rights in
the Philippines, raising the suppression of
the Islamic Moro movement in Mindanao as
an example.
There have been reported incidents of the
Indonesian navy harassing Filipino fishing
and cargo vessels. Jakarta has also threatened to withdraw $300 million from joint
ventures in the southern Philippines if the
conference goes ahead.
The diplomatic rift has become front
page news for the Manila dailies. Ramos has
used the issue to gain political mileage for
his government, portraying it as a Westernstyle democracy "constitutionally constrained" from intervening in the conference.
Ramos does not wish for the rift to
deepen, however. He issued a statement
saying that his government "disassociates
itself from the conference on East Timor"
The secretary general of the mass socialist organisation MAKABAYAN, Dennis
Mendiola, told Green Left, "President
Ramos has requested the president of the
university not to hold the conference because it is a state funded university; it
should be held at another venue, preferably
outside the Philippines. This government is
giving way to Indonesian pressure and trying to scuttle this conference."
MAKABAYAN, one of the mass organisations on the APCET organising committee, held a picket in protest outside the Indonesian embassy on May 20. Concerned
about adverse media coverage, the Indonesian embassy sent an employee to "check
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out" the MAKABAYAN office and find
out what it was planning.
The APCET organising committee issued
a press release stating: "The issue of East
Timor has been silenced for two decades and
it can not be silenced now. If they can pressure the Philippines government this way,
we can only imagine what they have done in
East Timor ... the conference will push
through despite the collusion of the Indonesian and Philippine governments."
Messages of support can be faxed to
APCET on 63 2 921 6774. Messages of
protest can be faxed to President Fidel
Ramos c/- Press Secretary, 63 2 731 1325.

MANILA BENDS TO
INDONESIAN PRESSURE,
BARS EAST TIMOR EXILES
AT CONFERENCE
The Washington Post, May 22, 1994
Author: William Branigin
Manila, May 21, 1994 -- Under pressure
from Indonesia, the Philippine government
is banning invited foreign participants from
a conference here on the troubled Indonesian-held territory of East Timor, but the
move is stirring resentment from defenders
of Philippine democracy. Faced with retaliatory measures by Jakarta, Philippine President Fidel Ramos ordered Philippine authorities on Friday to bar exiled East Timor
separatist leader Jose Ramos-Horta, seven
confederates and "other non-Filipino conferees" from entering the country to attend a
private "Asia Pacific Conference on East
Timor" at the University of the Philippines
from May 31 to June 4. Ramos said their
presence at the conference, aimed at promoting human rights and self-determination
in East Timor, would be "inimical to the
national interest." Indonesia welcomed the
move but showed no sign of dropping its
opposition to the holding of such a conference in the Philippines. Filipino critics accused the government of sacrificing democratic principles by giving in to what they
described as Indonesian bullying and blackmail. The Philippines lags behind its prospering partners in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in economic
growth, but it is proud of its democracy,
including constitutional guarantees of free
speech, press and assembly that most of its
neighbors in practice do not enjoy. ASEAN
comprises Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei. With
185 million people, more than the rest of
ASEAN combined, Indonesia ranks as the
world's fourth-largest nation. Under Gen.
Suharto, who has held power for 28 years,
the predominantly Muslim country now
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seeks a position of leadership in the Third
World. But tiny East Timor, a largely Roman Catholic former Portuguese colony that
Indonesia annexed in 1976, has remained a
thorn in Jakarta's side and a snag on its ambitions. The Indonesian army has been
blamed for massive human rights abuses in
East Timor, including many of the estimated
100,000 deaths that resulted from the 1976
invasion and a subsequent famine. A resistance movement called Fretilin continues to
wage a sporadic, low-intensity armed struggle. Many of the territory's 800,000 people
still reject Jakarta's rule, and the United
Nations refuses to recognize Indonesia's
"integration" of East Timor as its 27th province. In seeking to placate Jakarta, the
Ramos government was "acting as if the
Philippines is Indonesia's 28th province,"
complained Renato Constantino Jr., one of
the conference organizers. The pressure on
the Philippines to scuttle the meeting
"shows the blatant aggressive nature of Indonesia," he said. "If the Indonesians can do
this in the Philippines, you can image what
they're doing in East Timor. " He vowed
that the conference would go ahead. Jakarta
has rejected Manila's explanations that while
it recognizes Indonesian sovereignty over
East Timor and disagrees with the premise
of the conference, it is constitutionally unable to stop the meeting. In apparent retaliation, Indonesia indefinitely postponed the
second round of peace talks between the
Ramos government and Philippine Muslim
rebels in Jakarta this month, and has hinted
that it might stop hosting the negotiations
altogether. Indonesian Muslim leaders and
diplomats issued what were interpreted here
as veiled threats to boost the cause of the
secessionist Moro National Liberation
Front. In addition, a 250-member Indonesian
delegation pulled out of an international
business convention to be held in the southern Philippine city of Davao at the end of
the month, postponing a dozen major joint
venture agreements worth an estimated $
300 million. An Indonesian university delegation shelved a visit to attend a conference
here with 20 other Asia-Pacific countries.
And the Indonesian navy seized 25 Philippine fishing boats and arrested more than
100 crew members this week for allegedly
entering Indonesian waters. The result of the
fuss has been to raise the profile of East
Timor, which had been negligible here although the Philippines is also predominantly Roman Catholic.

PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT
PLAYS DOWN ROW WITH
INDONESIA
[Abridged]
Manila, May 24 (UPI) -- Senior Philippine officials Tuesday played down the
long-term effects of the dispute with Indonesia over next week's East Timor conference, and expressed confidence that Jakarta
would still host peace talks between Manila
and Muslim rebels. Foreign Secretary
Roberto Romulo said the misunderstanding
with Indonesia over the conference in Manila was "a blip in a long history of a cordial
and warm relationship." Manuel Yan, presidential adviser on the peace process, told
reporters Jakarta still would be the venue
for the second round of peace talks between
the government and the Moro National Liberation Front. Indonesia postponed the talks
that were scheduled to begin last week. "It's
only a question of getting the dates," Yan
said. In Manila, the political fallout continued from the mushrooming controversy
regarding the government's handling of the
Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor.
President Fidel Ramos endured another day
of heavy criticism for trying to placate Indonesia by banning foreigners -- particularly
East Timorese resistance leaders -- from
attending the meeting. The four-day conference beginning May 31 is expected to examine human rights violations in East Timor
since Jakarta's controversial 1976 annexation
of the former Portuguese colony.... Australian political analyst and columnist James
Dunn, a former consul to Indonesia, said he
was "deeply disappointed that the level of
democracy in the Philippines could not
withstand Jakarta's heavy handed response." "We have, as a republic, exchanged
our souls and our face before the global
community, for the fleeting rewards of investments, business partnerships and an
alliance based on fear, intimidation and diplomatic blackmail," Filipino columnist Rina
Jimenez David wrote.

FREE EAST TIMOR JAPAN
COALITION
Press Release 25 May 1994
Japanese NGO's: We Will Still Go To
Manila For East Timor! The Philippine
Government's Ban on Foreign Participants
Is Unjustified!
Today representatives of the Free East
Timor Japan Coalition, Yokohama International Human Rights Center, and Asia Pacific Resource Center visited the Philippine
Embassy in Tokyo and filed a formal protest against President Ramos' ban on for-
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eigners who attend the planned Asia Pacific
Conference on East Timor from May 31 to
June 4 in Manila.
The First Secretary of the Embassy received the delegation. He said that although
there were no Japanese on his government's
blacklist, any Japanese would go at their
own risk.
He denied that his government was planning to place a barricade around the conference site to prevent outsiders from entering.
KIIJIMA Masamichi of the Tokyo East
Timor Association said that the Free East
Timor Japan Coalition and the Yokohama
International Human Rights Center were
still planning to send delegates to the conference. In the letter, addressed to Ambassador Domingo L. Siazon, which Mr. Kijima
handed over, the three NGOs request the
Philippine Government to reconsider the
banning and ensure that the conference can
go ahead with foreign participants.
(The text of the letter to Ambassador
Saizon follows.)
*********************************
**
Tokyo East Timor Association 1-2-9302 Naka-machi Musashino-shi 180
25 May 1994 H E Ambassador Domingo
L. Siazon
Embassy of the Philippines
11- 24 Nampeidai, Shibuya-ku
Tokyo 150
Sir:
We are Japanese nongovernmental organizations planning to participate in the
Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor
(APCET). We are writing you today because we were very shocked and extremely
dismayed to learn that President Ramos has
announced that foreign participants in
APCET are to be barred from entering the
Philippines or forcibly deported should
they already be in the country.
We are fully aware that this ban was imposed as a result of naked coercion and interference by the Government of Indonesia.
The Indonesian Government demanded of
President Ramos that he violate the very
principles of Filipino democracy by using
"loopholes" in the Constitution of the Philippines. It is thus obvious to all that it is the
Indonesian Government that is to be most
severely criticized.
Nevertheless, by going back on his original statement that the right to hold such a
meeting was guaranteed under the Constitution and declaring the banning of foreign
participants, President Ramos has given the
international community the impression that
he is a leader who will sacrifice the democratic principles of his own country under
pressure from a foreign government. As
participants we naturally regret the measures President Ramos has taken, we also

fully understand the feelings of the people
of the Philippines whose dignity has been
violated.
The East Timor issue is an international
issue still on the agenda of the United Nations, and to hold an international conference to peacefully discuss this issue can in
no way be construed as deviating from internationally acceptable conduct. In fact,
with the end of the Cold War, regional conflicts of this sort are now a major focus of
international attention, and it is extremely
important that they be the subject of ongoing international debate on every level, from
the academic to the practical. Such international conferences, to which East Timorese
speakers have been invited, have been held
at Sophia University here in Japan, Oxford
University in Great Britain, American University in the United States, to name only a
few. In these cases, however, the Indonesian
Government did not exert the kind of pressure it has exerted this time to interfere. It is
obvious that the Indonesian Government is
exploiting what it perceives as the weak
position of the Philippines Government.
We request that President Ramos revoke
the ban on nonFilipinos' participation in the
Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor.
Furthermore, we note that the Philippines Government announced in the course
of the recent uproar over APCET that it
regarded East Timor as Indonesian territory.
We further urge that your Government reexamine its position in this regard, taking into
consideration the fundamental principles
upon which international society rests and
the great changes in the international situation in recent years.
Respectfully yours,
KIJIMA Masamichi, Representative of
the Tokyo East Timor Association
On behalf of the Free East Timor Japan
Coalition (Representing organizations in
Sapporo, Sendai, Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka,
Zentsuji, Okayama, Kure, Shimonoseki,
Oita, and the Japanese Catholic Council for
Peace and Justice)
Yokohama International Human Rights
Center

ONLINE RESOURCES
There are two directories for Indonesia
and East Timor news in the Pacific Rim
directory of GSU (Georgia). The URL is:
gopher://gopher.GSU.edu/11/departments/rgc/
news/pacific
or, point your gopher client at gopher.GSU.edu, then go through GSU
Departments/Regents' Global Center/Current News/Pacific
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INDONESIA NEVER HAD
INTENTIONS TO ANNEX
EAST TIMOR
LUSA's Crystal Ball. May 17, 1994
Translated from Portuguese
President Suharto of Indonesia told the
New Zealand Prime Minister, Jim Bolger,
that his country never had intentions to
annex East Timor, but the Timorese wanted
to be integrated into Indonesia.
The Indonesian President's thesis on East
Timor was revealed yesterday by Secretary
of State Murdiono, for whom Indonesia's
position to 'accept' the integration of East
Timor demonstrates Jakarta's respect for the
Timorese people.
Suharto also accused the New Zealand
parliamentarians who opposed Bolger's visit
to Indonesia of a 'lack of understanding' of
the reality of East Timor.
The New Zealand Prime Minister, however, considers that the official position of
his government is that the incorporation of
East Timor into Indonesia is 'irreversible'.

JAYABAYA STUDENTS
JEOPARDIZED
LUSA's Crystal Ball. May 17, 1994
Translated from Portuguese
CONFERENCE ON EAST TIMOR IN
MANILA
The holding of a conference on East
Timor in Manila has jeopardized travel to
the Philippine capital by a group of Indonesian university students.
The twelve students of the private university Jayabaya in Jakarta were to participate in a Conference of Asian-Pacific Students in Manila from June 2-5, during the
same time period in which another conference, on East Timor, will be held in the city
(from May 31-June 4).
The fact that the Philippines had not
succeeded in preventing the meeting on East
Timor has resulted in the necessity of the
students to get authorization from the Indonesian government in order to travel to Manila, said the Rector of the University, Tubagus Achyani Atmakusumah, today.
The Asian-Pacific Conference on East
Timor, promoted by Human Rights organizations in the Philippines and by groups of
Dutch jurists, aims to call attention to the
situation that exists in the territory invaded
by Jakarta's troops in 1975.
Indonesia has been trying to pressure the
Manila government to prevent the holding
of the conference, but the Philippine authorities cannot do so, since the initiative
was by private organizations and the coun-
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try's legislation protects the right of assembly.

NOAM CHOMSKY IN LISBON
LUSA's Crystal Ball, May 18, 1994
Translated from Portuguese
The North American linguist, philosopher, and "libertarian socialist", Noam
Chomsky, will participate Wednesday, in
Lisbon, in two debates on politics, the "media" and East Timor, at the invitation of the
Socialist Party.
Appearing in a face-to-face debate
Wednesday between politicians and journalists in the Torre do Tombo auditorium,
organized by the Socialist Party, will be,
besides Chomsky, top-of-the-list European
socialists, Antonio Vitorino, Barros Moura,
and Helena Roseta, and journalists Artur
Albarran, Miguel Sousa Tavares, and Adelino Gomes.
Polemical, Noam Chomsky treats the
"media" as "ideological tools programmed
for functional lies that serve the politics of
Governments", according to a biographical
note distributed by the Socialist Party.
Wednesday night, this professor from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
who proclaims himself a "libertarian socialist", will participate in a dinner-debate on
the Timorese question.
Since the Vietnam war, Chomsky has
considered that "there exists a deliberate
conspiracy to hide from the American public the most inconvenient truths of North
American external politics", and that the
question of Timor, Vietnam, and the Gulf
War are examples.
After the November 12 massacre in the
Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili, Noam Chomsky affirmed that there existed an intention
to conceal from North American public
opinion the "true massacre" in order to "justify continuing [U.S.] military aid" to Indonesia.

"NOAM CHOMSKY IN
PORTUGAL"
LUSA's Crystal Ball. May 26, 1994
Translated from Portuguese
The North-American linguist and thinker,
Noam Chomsky, reflected Wednesday night
in Lisbon that Portugal ought to "embarrass"
their partners in the European Union (EU)
for the support that they give to the Indonesian regime.
Chomsky, who for years has followed
the situation in East Timor, said that Portugal "could do little" in this matter, since their
diplomacy was "a small fish in a big ocean".
Thus, Portugal should opt to pressure
the large states of the EU which in any way
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support Indonesia, such as the United
Kingdom, Germany and France, said Noam
Chomsky, who was in Portugal at the invitation of the Socialist Party and who spoke
at a dinner- debate sponsored by this party.
The United States position towards the
Suharto regime was also the target of criticisms from the university professor, who
accused the Clinton administration of, in
practice, continuing the policy of support
for Jakarta, despite doing so in a more subtle
manner than in the past.
An example of this is the fact that the
United States continues to give training to
Indonesian officials, contrary to a resolution
by the North-American Congress.
In order to circumvent the resolution by
Congress -- which discussed "cutting" the
offer of training to the Indonesian military -the U.S. Government transpired to "collect"
on this arrangement, without ever ceasing to
provide it.
"While they have economic interests" in
the region, the United States and the United
Kingdom "don't care what happens" to the
Timorese people, he underscored.
To illustrate the indifference which, in his
opinion, the case of East Timor has been
accorded, Chomsky compared the invasion
and occupation of the territory with that of
Kuwait by Iraq, noting the different reactions of the international community to the
two cases.
The linguist acknowledged, however, that
the North-American position on East Timor
could change, due to pressures exerted by
public opinion and, more recently, by members of Congress.
"There are more and more respectable
sectors of 'opinion makers', like editors of
major newspapers and Congressional elements who think that the United States
should stop supporting Indonesia," said
Noam Chomsky.

URGENT ACTION INDONESIA TRIES TO
SUPPRESS EAST TIMOR
CONFERENCE IN THE
PHILIPPINES
From ETAN/Canada, 25 May 1994
After steady pressure from the Indonesian government, the government of the
Philippines has moved to suppress a conference on East Timor that starts on May
31. Philippines President Fidel Ramos announced that no non-Filipinos would be
allowed to attend the Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor (APCET), which has
been in the planning stages for over a year.
Organizers intended APCET to be a
gathering of people from the Philippines,

Asia and the world to discuss the consequences of the Indonesian invasion of East
Timor in 1975. Since that invasion, one
Timorese in three has died. The Philippines
was chosen as the site of the first conference
on East Timor to be held in the region since
then -- partly because of its cultural and
religious similarities to East Timor, but
mainly because it is the only democracy in
Southeast Asia. Guests were expected from
more than a dozen countries.
However, the Suharto regime that has
ruled Indonesia since 1965 has been putting
pressure on the Ramos government to prevent APCET from being held. President
Ramos initially responded that he was "constrained" by the constitution from banning a
peaceful assembly organized by Filipino
citizens. But when Indonesia pulled out of a
trade fair and threatened to derail peace talks
between the Filipino government and Muslim rebels, Ramos kowtowed to the regional
superpower's economic and military clout.
According to APCET organizers in Manila, Ramos is behaving as if the Philippines
were a province of Indonesia. General
Ramos is acting as a faithful follower of
General Suharto, they say. They have announced that APCET will go ahead, but are
asking for international support to ensure
that it can fulfill its original pan-Asian goals.
Sources report that a "blacklist" of has
been circulating in the Philippines, listing
those Timorese and their supporters that are
to be prevented from entering the country.
They include:
- Jose Ramos Horta, overseas representative for the Timorese resistance movement
CNRM
- Jose Luis Guterres and Mari Alkatiri,
overseas leaders of Fretilin (the leading political party in East Timor before the invasion)
- Joao Carrascalão, leader of UDT (the
other main party)
- Agio Pereira, a CNRM activist and folk
singer living in Australia
- Liem Soei Liong and Carmel Budiardjo,
members of TAPOL, the Indonesian Human
Rights Campaign (based in London)
At least one Indonesian, prominent human rights activist Haji Princen, has announced he will attend regardless. This courageous stand needs to be backed by other
voices from outside the Philippines.
The East Timor Alert Network has written to President Ramos, asking that nonFilipinos be allowed to attend. We urgently
need others in Canada to make the same
request. PLEASE SEND A LETTER _THIS
WEEK_. Letters need not be long -- every
voice counts. Please fax:
Fidel Ramos, President of the Philippines
c/o Press Secretary, +63-2 731-1325
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Pacifico A. Castro, Filipino Ambassador
to Canada 613-233-4165
Toronto Consulate General of the Philippines 416-922-2638
Send a copy of your letter to the East
Timor Alert Network 416-531-5850
(Phone/fax)
If you can't afford to send a fax, ETAN
can send it for you.
East Timor Alert Network/Toronto PO
Box 562, Station P, Toronto, Canada, M5S
2T1 Phone/fax 1-416-531-5850, Email etantor@web.apc.org

ETAN/CANADA LETTER TO
RAMOS
Fidel Ramos
President, Republic of the Philippines
Fax c/o Press Secretary, +63-2 731-1325
Dear President Ramos,
The East Timor Alert Network/Canada
was stunned to learn of your decision to ban
non-Filipinos from the upcoming AsiaPacific Conference on East Timor (APCET),
which begins on May 31 in Manila.
The conference has been in the planning
stages for over a year. It was to have welcomed participants from more than a dozen
countries to discuss the situation of East
Timor in its natural setting -- Asia. Where
more natural for such a gathering than the
Philippines, a country that shares many
cultural and religious characteristics with
East Timor? A country that inspired the
world with its "People Power" a few short
years ago?
The government of Indonesia was not
happy with the idea. That is to be expected,
since many of the participants would of
course have been critical of the Suharto regime's record in East Timor since it invaded
in 1975. More than 200,000 people -- a
third of the population! -- have been killed,
a genocide that makes Pol Pot's Cambodia
look almost benign. As East Timor Bishop
Carlos Ximenes Belo has written, "we are
dying as a people and as a nation."
The Suharto regime's thuggish response
was to be expected. That the government of
the Philippines would cave in to its pressure, however, came as a shock. We understood that the Philippines was a democracy,
where people are free to express their own
opinions, even if those opinions are ones
that you believe are "inimical to national
interests."
The APCET was organized to inform the
people of the Philippines and the people of
Asia as a whole about what is happening in
East Timor. It will still go ahead without the
participation of some of its key speakers,
but an opportunity for democratic discourse
among the people of the region will have

been lost -- thanks to your government's
decision to put good relations with a dictatorship ahead of human rights.
Yours sincerely,
David Webster
East Timor Alert Network
Toronto, Canada

PHILIPPINES KOWTOWS TO
INDONESIA
Press Release From ETAN/Canada
25 May 1994
Foreigners banned from attending Asian
conference on East Timor
Foreigners have been banned from entering the Philippines to attend a conference on
the situation in the nearby territory of East
Timor. The Asia Pacific Conference on East
Timor, which opens on may 31, had been
planned as a gathering of people from the
whole Asian region to discuss East Timor, a
small country invaded by Indonesia in 1975.
Since then, 200,000 people -- a third of the
population -- have died. In proportional
terms, the genocide in East Timor has been
greater than that in Pol Pot's Cambodia, or
in Rwanda today.
Indonesia, the superpower of Southeast
Asia, put heavy pressure on president Fidel
Ramos of the Philippines to prevent the
conference from taking place. Since the Philippines is a democracy (the only one in the
region) it could not ban the conference. Instead, after threats from Indonesia, it has
decided to ban non-Filipinos from attending
-- a severe blow both to the pan-Asian goals
of the conference and the dignity of the
Philippines, an independent country which
is acting as if it were a province of Indonesia.
"The order to bar foreign participants is a
desperate attempt to subvert the free exchange of ideas on matters that affect regional and global peace and stability," said
conference convenor Renato Constantino Jr.
from Manila.
"With this thuggish behaviour Indonesia
has shown itself to be a regional bully," said
David Webster of the East Timor Alert
Network, a cross-Canada solidarity organization. "It is sad that the Philippines, which
we understand to be a democracy, has kowtowed to one of the world's top human
rights violators."
"Indonesia's paranoia actually creates
more curiosity about East Timor. It will
only make Indonesia more ugly in the eyes
of the international community," said Abe'
Barreto Soares, an exiled East Timorese
living in Toronto.
The East Timor Alert Network has written to President Ramos asking him to overturn the ban on East Timorese and their
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supporters from more than a dozen countries. It has also asked other Canadian
groups and individuals to write Ramos before the conference opens on May 31.
For more information: David Webster or
Abe' Barreto Soares (416) 531-5850

BISHOPS TO DEFY BAN ON
EAST TIMOR MEETING
May 25, 1994
UPI
Slightly Abridged
Manila -- Two Roman Catholic bishops
plan to defy a Philippine government order
banning foreigners from attending a conference in Manila on Indonesia's annexation of
East Timor, organizers said Wednesday.
Bishop Aloisius Nobuo Soma of Japan and
Bishop Hilton Deakin of Australia have
confirmed their plans to speak at the fourday Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor
beginning May 31, organizers said. Other
confirmed participants include Nobel Prize
winner Mairead Maguire of Ireland and
Portuguese parliamentarian Carlos Manuel
Natividade Dacosta Candal. The participants are scheduled to begin arriving in Manila Friday. "While there have been some
who backed out fearing for their safety ...
most of the participants stood their
ground," said Renato Constantino, chairman
of the Filipino group hosting the meeting.
"If anything, the ban order only emboldened
the resolve of the participants. " The bishops' decision to challenge the ban has added
a religious dimension to the ongoing battle
between the conference organizers and
President Fidel Ramos, the leader of the
only Catholic country in Asia. Ramos' order
last week prohibiting non-Filipinos from
participating in the forum drew charges that
he had sacrificed the Philippines' dignity and
prestige to placate Indonesia, the largest
Muslim country in the world.... "From the
start, the conference set out to build on the
Catholic element binding the Philippines and
East Timor," political scientist Alex Magno
told United Press International. "If two
senior clergymen appear at the conference, it
will force the Philippines into a very embarrassing position." Ramos warned that the
200 delegates from 15 countries, including
leaders of the East Timor resistance movement, would face deportation if they attended the conference. At his weekly press
conference, Ramos said. "I hope they are
here just to say Mass," he said. "If that
information is confirmed, then we will know
what to do giving due respect to everybody," Ramos added. "We cannot immediately conclude they are here for this or that
conference." Magno said Ramos, the first
Protestant president of the Philippines, was
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unlikely to risk the ire of the powerful Roman Catholic Church by arresting and deporting the two bishops. "I think Ramos
would be unwilling to accept any more costs
in the absence of any reciprocal move from
Jakarta," Magno said. "I think the Philippines has paid through its nose and will not
pay any more."...

FRANCE LIBERTÉ' PRESS
RELEASE
May 25, 1994
The following press release was issued
by France Libertés, Fondation Danielle Mitterrand today in Paris. (Original French;
unofficial translation.)
PRESS RELEASE
MRS DANIELLE MITTERRAND
AND MRS BARROSO SOARES, THE
WIFE OF THE PORTUGUESE
PRESIDENT, will give a press conference
on the situation in East Timor, a territory
under Portuguese administration militarily
occupied by Indonesia,
MONDAY, MAY 30 AT 11.30 AM
AT THE HEAD OFFICE OF FRANCELIBERTÉS
1, PLACE DU TROCADERO PALAIS DE CHAILLOT 75116 PARIS
In a few days, the ASIA-PACIFIC
CONFERENCE ON EAST TIMOR will
open in Manila, the Philippines. An initiative of the "National Council of Maubere
Resistance" and gathering many international and local NGOs, this conference aims
to organise the debate on the issue of East
Timor between Human Rights defenders in
South East Asia and international NGOs of
solidarity.
Already the Indonesian government did
not fail to react by pressuring not only the
Conference organisers, but also the Philippines' authorities in order that this conference be cancelled or even banned. Measures
were therefore taken by the Filipino government to forbid the access of this Conference to foreign organisations or persons.
The Foundation FRANCE-LIBERTÉS
strongly condemns these arbitrary practices
imposed by a totalitarian State on its
neighbour[s].
MRS DANIELLE MITTERRAND, who
had accepted to participate this meet, finally
decided not to go; she will explain the reasons.
Press contacts: +33-1-47 55 81 81
Anne Babut
Aicha Belaidi
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DIET MEMBERS URGE
PHILIPPINES: RESCIND EAST
TIMOR CONFAB BAN!
PRESS RELEASE From the office of
OKAZAKI Tomiko tel:+81 3 3508
7149/fax:+81 3 3592 9030
May 26, 1994
OKAZAKI Tomiko, a member of the
House of Representatives of the Japanese
Diet and secretary-general of the suprapartisan Diet Members Forum on East Timor,
and TAKEMURA Yasuko of the House of
Councillors yesterday called on the Philippines Ambassador to Japan, Domingo L.
Siazon, to convey their concern over President Ramos' ban on participation by nonFilipinos in the Asia Pacific Conference on
East Timor (APCET), scheduled to be held
in Manila from May 31 to June 4.
Under heavy pressure from Jakarta,
which invaded East Timor in 1975 and
claims it as Indonesia's "27th province,"
President Ramos slapped a ban on foreigners' participation in the meeting organized
by Philippine and other Asian NGOs.
East Timorese, including Jose RamosHorta, cochairperson of CNRM (National
Council of Maubere Resistance), an organization calling for a UN-guaranteed act of
self-determination in East Timor, have been
banned from entering the Philippines. All
foreigners, Manila says, will be banned from
the conference, to be held at the University
of the Philippines.
Two Japanese NGOs have announced
they will participate, and a Catholic bishop,
Aloisius Soma from the Diocese of Nagoya,
is scheduled to address the APCET meeting.
In a statement submitted to Ambassador
Siazon, the two parliamentarians said they
were "deeply saddened" at the attempt to
stop the conference. They urged the Philippines to rescind the ban.
Explaining his government's disapproval
of APCET, the ambassador said that "several weeks of wiretapping" of the office of
the sponsoring organization had provided
the government with "proof" that "separatist views" would be aired there.
The Philippine Government supports
Jakarta's claims to sovereignty over East
Timor, and argues that for a meeting on
Filipino soil, albeit a meeting privately
sponsored, to question Indonesian sovereignty would be detrimental to the national
interest.
The Japanese Diet members reminded the
ambassador that an Asian Pacific Consultation on East Timor had been held in the
Philippines in 1987 without government
interference of any sort. That time East
Timorese and other non Filipinos who ques-

tion Jakarta's takeover of East Timor were
allowed to participate.
The ambassador admitted that it was
pressure from Jakarta that lead to his government's clampdown this time.
(The Diet members' statement follows.)
May 25,1994 The Honorable Domingo
L. Siazon
Embassy of the Philippines
Tokyo, Japan
Dear Mr. Ambassador,
As members of the Japanese Diet who
have worked to put the tragic issue of East
Timor on our national agenda here in Japan
as well as in international circles, we are
deeply saddened at the actions of your government to try to stop the Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor.
We believe that the convening of such a
conference in the region is an important step
toward opening up the issue to a broader
spectrum of concern, and we hoped to see a
valuable exchange of ideas among East
Timorese, Indonesian, Filipino, Japanese
and other Asian/Pacific participants as well
as participants from other parts of the
world. It was a great blow to learn that
President Ramos declared that only Filipinos would be allowed to participate.
History shows that attempts to suppress
the exchange of information and ideas, whatever the rationale given, lead to curtailing of
basic freedoms, often with tragic results.
This is a lesson which we Japanese were
sadly forced to learn half a century ago.
In the case of APCET it is clear that the
Government of the Philippines was subject
to extraordinary pressure from the Government of Indonesia to stop the conference,
including the threat by Jakarta to abandon
its efforts to mediate a settlement of the
dispute between Manila and the Moro National Liberation Front. It is ironic that the
issue of dispute mediation was the armtwisting device that the Indonesian Government choose to apply. Ironic because if
any country is in need of mediation for its
dispute, that country is Indonesia.
As elected Japanese officials we have
urged our own government to use its close
ties with Indonesia to press for a settlement
of the East Timor issue in keeping with the
principles laid down in the United Nations
Charter. Although far from sufficient, there
have been small steps taken by the Japanese
Government in this direction. It is our sincere wish that other governments in the
region will also take steps to persuade Indonesia to soften its position and sincerely
seek a mediated settlement of the East
Timor dispute.
But as long as the Philippines Government merely echoes the Indonesian stance
on the issue, it forfeits any possibility of
playing a constructive role, and as recent

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

events show, even lays itself open to manipulation and exploitation.
In a spirit of deep friendship with the
peace loving people of the Philippines, in a
spirit of humility before the heroic sacrifices
in recent memory which they made to secure democracy in their beloved homeland,
and with a fervent hope for a peaceful future, as good neighbors, for the people of
East Timor and the people of Indonesia, we
respectfully ask your Government to rescind its ban on foreign participants to
APCET and accord them the minimal respect due to law abiding visitors.
We furthermore urge your government to
broaden its understanding of the East Timor
issue and develop an independent stance. in
the hope of helping Indonesia extricate itself
from its truly unfortunate involvement in
the territory.
Yours truly,
OKAZAKI Tomiko, House of Representatives, General Secretary of the Diet
Members Forum on East Timor
TAKEMURA Yasuko, House of Councillors

STATEMENT BY SHARON
SCHARFE IN THE EVENT OF
ARREST, DETENTION OR
DEPORTATION
Sharon Scharfe,
International Secretariat, Parliamentarians
for East Timor (PET)
Co-Ordinator, East Timor Alert Network/Canada (ETAN/Canada)
Introduction
My name is Sharon Scharfe and I am a
Canadian citizen. I was born and reside in
Ottawa, Ontario. I am a Graduate Student in
the Department of Law at Carleton University, Ottawa, Ontario and my Master's
Thesis is entitled: "Blood on Their Hands:
Human Rights in Canadian Foreign Policy?
A Case Analysis of the Canada-Indonesia
Relationship (With Specific Emphasis on
East Timor)". I will graduate June, 1994.
Parliamentarians for East Timor is an international organization of Members of
Parliament. There are currently over 250
members from 10 countries. In February
1994, I co-ordinated a Mission for PET
Members with the UN Secretary General,
Boutros Boutros-Ghali.
The East Timor Alert Network/Canada is
an organization that was founded in 1987 by
the Canadian Council of Churches. ETAN
has branches in twelve Canadian cities. Recently, ETAN/Canada has collected over
15,000 signatures by Canadians concerning
the Canadian government's favourable economic relationship with Indonesia in light of
the genocidal actions that the Indonesian

government is perpetrating against the people of East Timor.
East Timor
East Timor is a former Portuguese colony. On November 28, 1975, East Timor
declared its independence. Ten days later,
Indonesia invaded. As a result of this illegal
invasion, over one-third of the East
Timorese population has been killed. East
Timor re-emerged onto the international
scene in 1991 with the Santa Cruz Massacre
which was witnessed and reported by
Western journalists.
Canada's Position on East Timor
The Canadian government considers Indonesia's occupation of East Timor as a fait
accompli. Since 1980, in support of this
position, Canada has voted against Resolutions at the United Nations General Assembly that called for the immediate withdrawal
of Indonesia's military troops from East
Timor.
Canada continues to support Indonesia's
illegal occupation primarily due to economic
reasons. In Canadian terms, Indonesia represents Canada's second largest recipient of
bilateral aid. Two-way trade for 1993 was
just under $1 billion, the highest to date. In
April, 1994, the Department of Foreign
Affairs and International Trade published a
document that listed Indonesia as Canada's
largest trading partner in Southeast Asia.
There are over 500 Canadian companies that
deal with Indonesia, whether through trade
or direct investments in Indonesia. One
Canadian company, Inco, is among the largest investors in Indonesia. Conservative and
Liberal rhetoric to date regarding linkages
between trade, aid and human rights has
been ignored in the case of Indonesia.
There have been a few examples of action
by the Canadian government on the issue of
East Timor that have been laudable, such as
the co-sponsorship of a Resolution in 1993
at the UN Commission on Human Rights
(UNCHR), and a suspension of $30 million
in new aid projects in 1991 after the Santa
Cruz Massacre which saw over 271 East
Timorese killed and over 300 wounded in a
peaceful funeral procession. However, the
overwhelming focus of Canadian foreign
policy with regards to Indonesia favours
continued economic relations, and a blindeye approach to the ongoing human rights
abuses in East Timor.
Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor
(APCET)
I am in Manila to attend several conferences on East Timor, including the International Platform of Jurists for East Timor
(IPJET) and APCET. In the last ten days,
Indonesia has taken strong-armed tactics
against the Philippine government to prevent the APCET conference. In the beginning, the Philippine government told the
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Indonesian government that the conference
was being organized by a NonGovernmental Organization (NGO), and
given the provision in the Philippine Constitution of Freedom of Speech and Assembly,
the Philippine Government would not intervene. However, in the past few days, Indonesia has threatened scheduled peace talks
that Jakarta was hosting for the Philippines
(between Muslims and the Philippine government) and spoke of detrimentally influencing the trade relationship between Indonesia and Philippines. Therefore, Philippine
President Ramos has stated that given the
Philippine membership of ASEAN (of
which Indonesia is also a member), it could
not risk affecting the unity of that organization. In addition, a court action has been
taken by Filipino-Indonesian Society that
prevents the organizers of APCET to hold
the conference anywhere in the Philippines.
To support these two decisions, the Philippine government has issued an international ban on foreign participation in the
conference. The Canadian Government was
contacted by the Philippine government
earlier this week concerning my specific
participation in these conferences and the
Canadian government dutifully warned me
of the position of the Philippine government
but they could not prevent me from attending. It is my position that the rights enshrined within the United Nations Charter
and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights hold precedence over a government's
(in this case the Philippine government)
kowtowing to another country's wishes
(namely, Indonesia). As such, I decided that
I would still go to the Philippines. To not
attend would allow Indonesia to score a
"victory". Too many East Timorese have
died for me not to take a strong stance on
Indonesia's latest method for repressing the
rights of the East Timorese.
For further information on any of the
above, please contact:
David Webster, ETAN/Canada (Toronto), phone/fax: 416-531-5850
Svend Robinson, Member of Parliament
(Canada). In Ottawa, Mr. Robinson can be
contacted by phone: 613-996-5597 or fax:
613-992-5501.

MANILA: PROBLEMS WITH
THE INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON HUMAN
RIGHTS IN TIMOR
LUSA's Crystal Ball.
May 23, 1994
Translated from Portuguese
President Ramos of the Philippines today was accused of giving in to Indonesian
pressures over the holding of an interna-
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tional conference in Manila on human rights
in Timor.
Ramos announced on Friday that he
would prohibit the entry of the leader of the
Timorese resistance, Ramos Horta, as well
as of all the foreigners who intended to take
part in the conference.
Professor Renato Constantino, the principal organizer of the conference, called this
attitude a 'serious concession' to Indonesia,
and said that Ramos was acting 'as though
he were a governor general appointed by
Indonesia.'
Previously, in the face of protests from
Jakarta, President Ramos had explained to
the Indonesian Government that the Philippine constitution guarantees the freedom of
speech and of assembly, such that he could
not prevent the holding of the conference on
Timor.
Meanwhile, Congressman Joker Arroyo,
former collaborator of Corazon Aquino,
equally criticized the President for having
prevented the entry of the foreign participants.
Arroyo recalled that during the dictatorship of the late President Marcos, it was
international denunciations that contributed
to the restoration of democracy in the Philippines.

PROTEST AT PHILIPPINE
EMBASSY
PRESS RELEASE By British Coalition for
East Timor, 24 May 1994
Supporters of a free East Timor to protest to Philippine Diplomats against decision to ban foreigners from attending Manila
Conference on East Timor
At 1300 hours on Wednesday, 25 May
1994, supporters of a free East Timor will
lodge a formal protest with the Philippines
charge d'affaires over his government's recent decision to ban foreigners from attending the Asia-Pacific Conference on East
Timor (APCET) due to take place at the end
of May.
A spokesperson for the British coalition
for East Timor said: "The reprehensible
decision is the result of pressure by the
Indonesian government on President Ramos
of the Philippines. It means that the Philippine Government is preventing such people
as the Nobel Peace Laureate, Mairead Corrigan Maguire and leaders of the East
Timorese resistance from attending a gathering that will discuss the situation in the
former Portuguese territory that Indonesia
illegally occupied in 1975 and has carried
out a policy of genocide ever since then (an
estimated 200,000 people have died as a
result of the occupation). The occupation
has continued and no genuine act of self-
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determination has taken place despite ten
United Nations resolutions calling for this
and the immediate withdrawal of Indonesian
forces. We join our voice to all those calling
for the Government of the Philippines to
reverse its decision."
The delegation will consist of Jeremy
Corbyn, MP, Carmel Budiardjo from
TAPOL, Ian Linden, the Director of the
Catholic Institute for International Relations, Rev. Vaughan Jones, a member of the
London-based Philippines Resource Centre
and a BCET member.
Further information call BCET 0956254186 or Mary 081-771290

DEPUTATION MEETS
PHILIPPINE DIPLOMAT
TAPOL. the Indonesia Human Rights Campaign, issued the following press release
today, 25 May 1994:
Deputation protests to Philippines government for barring foreigners from East
Timor conference in Manila
A deputation representing British human
rights organisations in a meeting with Mr
Ernesto Castro, the Philippine charge d'affaires in London, called on his government
to lift the ban on foreigners attending the
Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor
(APCET) which opens in Manila next
Tuesday.
To its amazement, the deputation was
told that foreigners had been barred because
it is the policy of the Philippines government not to allow foreigners to come into
the country 'to engage in political activities'.
He stressed that the Philippines is a democratic country whose constitution protects
freedom of speech and freedom of assembly;
this is why the government could not halt
the conference. Responding to questions,
Mr Castro admitted that there is no law or
constitutional provision preventing foreigners from engaging in political activities; it is
a matter of government policy, he said.
The deputation consisted of Ian Linden,
Director of the Catholic Institute of International Relations, Jeremy Corbyn MP, a
member of Parliamentarians for East Timor,
Rev. Vaughan Jones of Praxis, and Carmel
Budiardjo of TAPOL, the Indonesia Human
Rights Campaign, representing also the British Coalition for East Timor.
Mr Castro was unable to explain why the
decision to bar foreigners was only taken
last Friday, after President Fidel Ramos's
special envoy visited Jakarta. Until that
time, the President had said it would be
unconstitutional to ban the conference but
had said nothing about government policy
disallowing foreign participation. Yet,
APCET, always billed as an international

event, had been discussed on several occasions with senior officials of the Philippines
national security agency by the organisers of
APCET.
Ian Linden was worried that restrictions
on holding international meetings about East
Timor could spread to other countries, making it impossible to hold conferences anywhere if other countries knuckled under to
Indonesian pressure as the Philippines had
done. Jeremy Corbyn said he was happy to
hear that APCET would take place in the
Philippines as it meant people from Asia
discussing together what is an Asian issue.
He stressed that dismay about the restrictions on APCET was shared by a wide
spectrum of people in the UK where concern about East Timor has escalated since
the showing of John Pilger's film.
Rev. Jones said he had followed plans to
convene a conference on East Timor in Asia
for some two years and saw this as recognition that Asian peoples should be involved
in seeking a solution to this serious international problem.
Carmel Budiardjo said she had been
shocked to learn that she personally and
another TAPOL activist had been blacklisted by the Philippine authorities and
wondered why they had been singled out for
such intolerable treatment.
Mr Castro said that he would convey
their concerns and plea to his government in
Manila

PHILIPPINE JUDGE HALTS EAST
TIMOR MEETING
Manila, May 27, 1994
Reuter, Abridged
A judge on Friday blocked plans for an
international conference in Manila on East
Timor after a private group denounced it as
a threat to Philippine national security.
Judge Marciano Bacalla ordered organisers
not to proceed with the scheduled May 31
to June 4 meeting pending his final decision
on a petition by the Philippines-Indonesia
Friendship Society calling for a ban. The
society is a previously unknown organisation that was formally registered only in
April.... The judge gave no reason for his
ruling and called on the organisers to give
evidence at a hearing set for June 10 on why
the meeting should not be banned. A
spokesman for the conference organisers
said they would appeal against the ruling
and were currently meeting with lawyers to
prepare their next step. Friendship society
Chairman Jose Laurel, a former ambassador
to Japan, said the meeting posed "a serious
threat and danger to the security of the state
and to the national interest." He said delegates intended to use Philippine territory
illegally to promote the Timorese secession-
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ist movement. A senior Foreign Ministry
official has warned airlines not to allow 20
Timorese leaders who were barred from
taking part in the conference to fly to Manila.

JUDGE STOPS E. TIMOR MEETING
Manila, May 27, 1994
UPI -A Philippine judge has stopped a conference on Indonesia's annexation of East
Timor and ordered a state-run university to
close its doors to the controversial event,
officials said Friday. Quezon City Region
Trial Court Judge Marciano Bacalla, acting
on a complaint by the private PhilippineIndonesia Friendship Society (Philindo),
issued a temporary restraining order barring
the Asia- Pacific Conference on East Timor.
"Philindo and myself view the holding of the
conference as posing a serious threat and
danger to the security of the state and to the
national interest," said former ambassador
Jose Laurel, chairman of the friendship
group.... The court order directed University
of the Philippines President Emil Javier to
prohibit the conference organizers from
using the college's facilities. The restraining
order will be in effect for 20 days. Philindo
argued that holding the conference would
violate the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia signed by the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and
Singapore in 1976. "While purportedly a
conference on human rights, its central
theme is to focus world attention on the
independence movement in East Timor,"
Laurel said in a statement. Renato Constantino Jr., chairman of the Philippine group
hosting the meeting, said through a spokesman that his lawyers are studying the issue....

DOES YOUR M.E.P. AID AND
ABET GENOCIDE ?
Leaflet used during Euro-Elections in Britain, May 27, 1994
Over the top? But what else can one say
about M.E.P.'s that vote against or abstain
on Euro-Parliament Resolutions condemning
Indonesia's brutal human rights violations in
East Timor, and calling on Indonesia to
comply with UN Security Council & General Assembly Resolutions to withdraw
from their illegal occupation? If questioned
on the issue, they will of course have weasel
words of justification: perhaps 'We must be
pragmatic'; 'reality on the ground'; 'both
sides have committed atrocities'; 'Indonesia
is a very important trading partner'; 'reports
of atrocities have been exaggerated'; 'East
Timor is too small to be a viable state'. Well,
whatever lame excuses they come up with

to justify their giving comfort to the Indonesian aggressors, I ask that you give them a
reply that they will understand only too
well: VOTE THEM OUT
The Indonesian invasion of East Timor in
1975, and the continuing savage occupation,
has caused the deaths of some 200,000 East
Timorese, almost a third of the pre-invasion
population of 650,000 (some estimates go
higher than 300,000 deaths).
What has been the response of successive
British governments? Precious little, apart
from behind-the-scenes support for the
invaders, selling massive quantities of arms
to Indonesia, and providing aid and loans
(bring to mind Pergau/Malaysia and Scottgate/Iraq?)
Why this support? Because it is seen to
be in Britain's strategic and commercial interest to support a ruthless, staunchly anticommunist regime (they massacred 500,0001.000,000 of their own citizens in an antileftist purge in '65/'66, which paved the way
for Suharto's rise to power), that has immense natural resources ripe for exploitation
by western multi-nationals; its huge population (4th most populous in the world) and
its strategic position (two deep- water
channels use by US nuclear submarines
connect the Pacific Ocean with the Indian
Ocean. Given these concerns, the plight of
the Timorese is of no consequence, and they
re seen as expendable, just as Cambodians
were seen as expendable in the realpolitik of
cultivating good relations with China (which
explains the much denied SAS training of
opposition forces including the Khmer
Rouge in the noble art of killing and minelaying).
Contrast the laid-back attitude of the
British Government to what is literally
genocide in East Timor to the stance against
Iraq when it invaded Kuwait. Blockades,
threats, demands for Iraq; or even contrast
the Government's attitude to East Timor
with that of the Lockerbie bombings and
demands made by Libya; or again, to the
studious lack of concern evinced by America's vote at the Security Council resolution
requiring it to comply with the World
Court's decision regarding US aggression
against Nicaragua. What we see is hypocrisy
writ large. It is up to us, voters in a Democracy, to make our voices heard and to rub
our MPs and MEPs noses in this hypocrisy. Hundreds of thousands may die; countries may be torn apart; but who really cares? As long as British Aerospace shares
rise, cocktails continue to flow at Indonesian
receptions. And who know? the Indonesians
might even proffer free trips to Bali for their
'friends'.
To get back to the up-coming Euroelections. There have been many resolutions
on Indonesia/East Timor but I have only
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been able to get the voting records from
three:
EP Resolution A2-143 (15 September
1088) On East Timor. The following British
MEPs voted against this resolution: Brian
Cassidy (Dorset and East Devon) and Derek
Prag* (Hertfordshire). The following abstained: Edward McMillan Scott (N.
Yorks). Sir C. Prout (Hertfordshire and
Shropshire). Michael Welsh (Lancs, Central), Alistair Hutton* (South Scotland, no
longer an MEP), Peter Price (London SE),
Frederick Tuckman* (Leicester).
EP Resolution B3-1378, 1381 & 0405/93
(11 March 1993) Resolution on Trial of
Xanana Gusmão and human rights in East
Timor. The following voted against this
resolution: Anne McIntosh (Essex North
and Suffolk South), James Moorhouse
(London E and Surrey E), John Stevens
(Thames Valley). The following abstained:
Michael Welsh (Lancashire Central).
EP Resolution B3-1294, 0303, 0310 &
0348/94 (10 March 1994) Resolution on the
exposure of the massacre in East Timor. The
following voted against: Peter Beasley*
(Beds and Milton Keynes), Paul Howell
(Norfolk) Christopher Jackson (Kent E),
Anne McIntosh (Essex N and Suffolk S),
Edward McMillan-Scott (N. Yorks) and
John Stevens (Thames Valley) and the following abstained: Ben Patterson (Kent
West).
Please not that * after the name indicates
that the person is not standing.
Please enlarge, duplicate, distribute and
post up this information; question at public
meetings and by post your MPs and MEPs'
position on this issue of East Timor. While
you are at it, question your religious leaders,
if applicable, over their shameful silence.
This has been put together by Paul Barbara, St Katherine's HRG, 45 Matilda
House, St. Katherine's Way, London E1
9LQ

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES BANS
MILITARY TRAINING TO
INDONESIA
From ETAN/US, May 26, 1994
In legislation passed late Wednesday,
May 23, the House of Representatives
voted to cut off military training to Indonesia. In addition to extending the ban on military training aid, the legislation forbids providing training that Indonesia may pay for.
The Foreign Operations, Export Financing,
and Programs Appropriations Bill appropriates money for foreign aid for 1995. In
October, 1992, after a series of statements
by Indonesian officials indicating that the
1991 massacre of peaceful mourners in Dili,
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East Timor was an act of policy, Congress
voted to cut off Indonesia's IMET (International Military Education and Training) aid.
However, the Clinton administration continued to offer the same training on a pay as
you go basis, despite protests from Congress. By including binding language, the
new legislation makes clear that the House
of Representatives strongly disapproves of
the administration's flouting of congressional
intent. In a statement accompanying the bill,
the House Committee on Appropriations
said that it had "included language prohibiting the use of funds in the bill from being
used to facilitate or enable the provision of
IMET to Indonesia.... because, despite the
prohibition on the use of IMET for Indonesia in fiscal year 1994, the Department of
Defense allowed Indonesia to purchase
training with its own funds." The Committee said it was "outraged" that administration - - "despite its vocal embrace of human
rights" -- continued to provide the same
IMET training for a fee. "It was and is the
intent of Congress to prohibit United States
military training for Indonesia," the committee wrote. In addition to making clear that
the Indonesian military should not receive
training, the committee report praises the
State Department's ban on the sale of small
arms to Indonesia while calling for more
forceful diplomacy on human rights in East
Timor and other issues. It also calls on the
administration to "carefully consider" human rights and other concerns before selling
any arms to Indonesia. Among the issues
listed are whether Indonesia has complied
with UN Security Council resolutions calling for military withdrawal from East Timor
and self-determination for the East Timorese
and whether Indonesia is in compliance with
bilateral agreements limiting the use of U.S.supplied weapons to self- defense. The
committee report also clearly acknowledges
that there was a second massacre in Dili
after troops gunned down mourners at the
Santa Cruz cemetery in 1991. The legislation now goes to the Senate, which can
amend the bill. Any differences between the
two versions would then be resolved by a
conference committee. (The full text of the
relevant portions of the bill and report are
included below).
TITLE III-MILITARY ASSISTANCE
FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE
PRESIDENT
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of section 541 of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961, $25,500,000; ...
Provided further, That none of the funds
appropriated under this heading shall be
available for Indonesia and Zaire; Provided
further, That none of the funds appropri-
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ated by this Act shall be used to facilitate
the provision of IMET to Indonesia; ...
>From REPORT to accompany H.R.
4426:
FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT
FINANCING, AND RELATED
PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS BILL,
1996
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Fiscal year 1994 level $21,250,000
Fiscal year 1995 request 25,500,000
Committee recommendation 25,500,000
The Committee recommends
$25,500,000 for the International Military
Education and Training program.
The Committee has included prior bill
language requiring that high Income countries that receive IMET funds pay for the
transportation and living allowances of their
students. The Committee has included bill
language cutting off IMET funding for Zaire
and Indonesia. The Committee has included
language permitting civilians and legislators
to receive training in the IMET program.
The Committee has also included language prohibiting the use of funds in the bill
from being used to facilitate or enable the
provision of IMET to Indonesia. This step
has been taken because, despite the prohibition on the use of IMET for Indonesia in
fiscal year 1994, the Department of Defense
allowed Indonesia to purchase training with
its own funds. The Committee was neither
informed nor consulted on this action.
INDONESIA AND EAST TIMOR The
Committee remains concerned about the
situation in the former Portuguese colony of
East Timor, where flagrant abuses of human
rights continue. The Committee welcomes
the Administration's announced ban on the
sale of small arms to Indonesia that could be
used for repressive purposes by Indonesian
forces in East Timor and elsewhere, consistent with section 502(B)(2) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 as amended, but the
Committee believes that this ban is no substitute for assiduous United States diplomacy on human rights in East Timor and
other issues. In addition, the Committee
believes that the ban should not be used as a
justification for a resumption of United
States training of Indonesian military officers. The Congress took an important step
in 1992 when it terminated IMET aid to
Indonesia because of its flagrant violations
of human rights in East Timor which Indonesia illegally annexed in 1975. The Committee is outraged therefore that the new
Administration, despite its vocal embrace of
human rights, decided to provide the same
training to the Indonesian military for a fee.
It was and is the intent of Congress to prohibit United States military training for Indonesia. The Committee strongly believes

that the United States, Europe and Japan
should unite behind a strong policy of human rights and a peaceful settlement of the
East Timor conflict, and that all nations
should refrain from supplying Indonesia
military equipment that could be used for
repressive purposes in East Timor or elsewhere. The Committee supports Administration moves to provide assistance to East
Timor through AID programs and believes
that these programs should be developed
and carried out in close consultation with
Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo, the head of
the Roman Catholic Church in East Timor.
The Committee believes the United States
should support the efforts of Bishop Belo
to promote human rights in East Timor and
oppose Indonesian maneuvers to stifle his
voice. The Committee further believes that
prior to approving any arms sales to Indonesia the Administration should carefully
consider: Whether the civilians convicted for
nonviolent political expression have been
treated in accordance with international
standards of fairness, including whether the
Indonesian Government has reviewed the
sentences of these individuals for the purpose of their commutation, reduction or
remission; Whether the Indonesian Government is taking steps to curb human rights
violations by its security forces, including
that all military personnel who were responsible for ordering, authorizing or initiating the use of lethal force against demonstrators and others in East Timor in November
1991, are being brought to justice; Whether
there has been a full public accounting of the
individuals missing after the November 1991
massacre and those survivors of the of the
November 1991 massacre killed in hospitals;
Whether international humanitarian organizations, human rights groups and others
have been granted expanded access to East
Timor; Whether the Indonesian Government
is in compliance with United Nations Security Council resolutions 384 (1975) and 389
(1976) relating to -- (A) the immediate
withdrawal of Indonesian armed forces from
East Timor, and (B) the respect by such
Government to the right of selfdetermination for the population of East
Timor, and Whether Indonesian security
forces are in compliance with bilateral treaties that forbid use of U.S.-supplied weapons outside its internationally recognized
boundaries other than for self defense.
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NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
WINNER ASKS PRESIDENT
TO RECONSIDER
EXCLUSION ORDER
The following is a press release from the
Community of the Peace People in Ireland.
VOICE OF TIMOR
23rd May 1994
Northern Ireland's Nobel Peace Prize
Winner, Mairead Maguire of the Peace People, is asking the President of the Philippines to reconsider his order banning her and
all other international delegates to a Human
Rights Conference due to be held next week
in Manila.
President Ramos issued the exclusion order on Friday 27th in order to prevent all
non-Filipinos from attending the conference,
which will look at the Human Rights situation in East Timor. Mrs. Maguire was due
to travel out to Manila this Friday, with
Tom Hyland of the East Timor Solidarity
Group, 28th May.
The conference, due to be opened on 31
May, will be the first conference on East
Timor to take place in Southeast Asia. The
regional conference sparked a diplomatic
row between the Philippines and Indonesia,
with the latter threatening retaliation if it
takes place.
Mrs. Maguire today, by faxed letter, requested President Ramos to reconsider his
decision.
She said: "This conference is an opportunity to inform the Philippines, and representatives such as ourselves from other
countries, of the situation in East Timor.
The international community is deeply concerned about the suffering of the East
Timorese people and we wish to show solidarity with those working for human rights
and democracy".

IRISH EAST TIMOR
DELEGATION TO DEFY
PHILIPPINES EXCLUSION
VOICE OF TIMOR, May 24
A ban on foreigners attending a conference on human rights in Manila, the Philippines will be defied by Mairead Maguire,
Nobel Peace Laureate of 1976, and Tom
Hyland of the East Timor Solidarity Campaign.
The Asia Pacific Conference on East
Timor had been assured that it would suffer
not interference by the Filipino President
Fidel Ramos some time ago but last week he
buckled under pressure from the regional
power Indonesia.
Delegates from all over the globe had intended meeting to discuss the human rights

abuses perpetrated in East Timor since the
Indonesian invasion of this former Portuguese colony in 1975. The Conference will
go ahead, despite the ban on foreign delegates, between 31 May and 4 June in the
University of the Philippines as planned.
News reached the Irish Delegation of the
exclusion on 20 May and they have spent
the intervening time considering their reaction. Having taken advice they have decided
to make their journey as planned.
"We cannot allow these bully boy tactics
to impede the progress of growing international concern for the East Timorese people," Tom Hyland said today. "Indonesia is
yet again throwing its weight about in South
East Asia by interfering in the human rights
of others. Mairead Maguire and myself
decided that to bow to this intimidatory act
of exclusion would be a betrayal of the people of East Timor and the solidarity with
them we claim".
For more information contact Tom
Hyland or Kevin McPartlan on Dublin
6233148 at ETISC,
or
Mairead Maguire on Belfast 663465

PHILIPPINES DEFENDS
EXPULSION
Voice of America, 5/29/94
BYLINE=DAVID BUTLER
DATELINE=BANGKOK
INTRO: THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE PHILIPPINES TODAY (SUNDAY)
DEFENDED ITS EXPULSION
SATURDAY OF TWO IRISH
NATIONALS, INCLUDING A NOBEL
PEACE PRIZE LAUREATE. AS DAVID
BUTLER REPORTS FROM V-O-A'S
SOUTHEAST ASIA BUREAU, THE
TWO WERE PLANNING TO ATTEND
A CONTROVERSIAL CONFERENCE
THIS WEEK IN THE PHILIPPINES ON
INDONESIA'S ACTIONS IN EAST
TIMOR.
TEXT: MAIREAD MAGUIRE, WHO
SHARED THE 1976 NOBEL PEACE
PRIZE WITH ANOTHER WOMAN
FROM NORTHERN IRELAND, AND
IRISH HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST
TOM HYLAND WERE DETAINED BY
IMMIGRATION POLICE FOR AN
HOUR SATURDAY AND THEN PUT
BACK ON THE SAME COMMERCIAL
FLIGHT THAT BROUGHT THEM TO
MANILA.
IN A STATEMENT SUNDAY, THE
PHILIPPINES DEPARTMENT OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS SAID THE ACTION
WAS TAKEN SOLELY TO PREVENT
NON-FILIPINOS FROM MAKING USE
OF PHILIPPINE SOIL TO SEEK TO
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UNDERMINE THE TERRITORIAL
INTEGRITY OF A FRIENDLY
NEIGHBORING COUNTRY.
A FIVE-DAY CONFERENCE ON
INDONESIA'S 1975 INTERVENTION IN
EAST TIMOR AND ITS RULE IN THE
FORMER PORTUGUESE COLONY IS
DUE TO BEGIN ON TUESDAY.
LAST WEEK, PRESIDENT FIDEL
RAMOS SAID NO FOREIGNERS
WOULD BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND
THE CONFERENCE.
ON FRIDAY, A QUEZON CITY
JUDGE ORDERED THE CONFERENCE
TO BE POSTPONED WHILE HE
CONSIDERS A PETITION THAT IT BE
BANNED. RENATO CONSTANTINO,
THE ORGANIZER OF THE
CONFERENCE, TOLD REPORTERS
THE JUDGE'S ORDER WAS
UNCONSTITUTIONAL. HE SAID THE
CONFERENCE WOULD GO AHEAD AS
SCHEDULED.
IMMIGRATION AND OTHER
SECURITY OFFICIALS OVER THE
WEEKEND TIGHTENED THEIR
WATCH ON THE COUNTRY'S
AIRPORTS TO BLOCK OTHER
FOREIGN DELEGATES TO THE
MEETING -- CALLED THE ASIAPACIFIC CONFERENCE ON EAST
TIMOR -- FROM ENTERING THE
COUNTRY.
SPOKESMEN FOR THE
CONFERENCE SAID AT LEAST SIX
FOREIGN DELEGATES, INCLUDING
ACTIVISTS FROM THE UNITED
STATES, AUSTRALIA AND SOUTH
KOREA, HAD SLIPPED PAST
IMMIGRATION CONTROLS AND
WERE IN THE PHILIPPINES. THEY
SAID JAPANESE ROMAN CATHOLIC
BISHOP ALOISUS SOMA WAS DUE TO
ARRIVE TUESDAY.
INDONESIA HAS CAMPAIGNED
AGAINST THE PROPOSED
CONFERENCE SINCE IT WAS FIRST
ANNOUNCED SEVERAL MONTHS
AGO. EARLIER THIS MONTH,
INDONESIA PULLED OUT OF A
REGIONAL BUSINESS CONFERENCE
THAT WAS TO BE HELD IN THE
SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES, FORCING
ITS CANCELLATION.
JAKARTA HAS ALSO
THREATENED TO END ITS ROLE AS
HOST OF TALKS BETWEEN THE
PHILIPPINES GOVERNMENT AND
MOSLEM REBELS IF THE EAST
TIMOR CONFERENCE GOES AHEAD.
POLITICAL COMMENTATOR
AMANDO DORONILA, WRITING IN
THE PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER
NEWSPAPER, CALLED THE BAN ON
FOREIGNERS AND THE JUDGE'S
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ORDER A TRIUMPH OF INDONESIAN
BLITZ DIPLOMACY.
PRESIDENT RAMOS HAS REFUSED
TO BAN THE CONFERENCE
OUTRIGHT, SAYING TO DO SO
WOULD VIOLATE THE FILIPINO
ORGANIZERS AND DELEGATES
THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO
FREE SPEECH.
THE PRESIDENT HAS ALSO
INDICATED THAT SOME
FOREIGNERS, INCLUDING CATHOLIC
BISHOPS, MAY BE ALLOWED TO
ATTEND THE CONFERENCE.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
IRISH TIMES 19TH MAY 1994.
Background; A delegation from the Indonesian Embassy in London is due to arrive
in Dublin next week. This letter is in response to recent coverage of East Timor in
the Irish media. The delegation will be of
two members of the Indonesian Embassy
staff.
Sir,
Following a series of articles and Letters
to the Editor on East Timor, published in
the Irish Times I felt compelled to write and
set the record straight.
The record shows that Indonesia from
the outset supported the efforts of Portugal
to decolonise East Timor, a plan that was
set in motion in 1974 with the advent of the
Caetano Government. On numerous occasions Indonesia participated in high level
discussions as part of the diplomatic process to ensure a smooth and peaceful selfdetermination process in the territory.
However things fell apart when Portugal
irresponsibly abandoned East Timor in 1975
precipitating a chaotic civil war which
claimed the lives of thousands and inflicted
untold destruction. With 50,000 refugees on
Western Timor Indonesia urged Portugal to
return to East Timor to restore order- to no
avail.
In the absence of Portugal it was up to
the people of East Timor to decolonise
themselves. This they did by first issuing a
petition to choose independence through
integration with Indonesia on the 17 Nov.
1975; known as the Balibo declaration, it
was signed by four political parties (UDT
APODETI TRABALHISTA and Kota)
decisively constituting the wish of the majority of the population. The UDT alone
was larger in size than the Fretilin a communist Maoist group seeking and independent
East Timorese state.
The present situation in East Timor is
better than in the bleak days of Portuguese
colonial rule. The living standard in East
Timor nowadays has improved considerably
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compared to those colonial days. The most
important factor now is to help the East
Timorese through development in all aspects and infrastructure which Indonesia has
striven to do.
It is therefore unfair to judge the current
situation in East Timor just because a few
East Timorese who do not represent their
fellow 600,000 Timorese fellow countrymen
have voiced their objections. The real voice
in East Timor is not the vocal minority
which continues to enflame fear hatred and
conflict but the hundreds of thousands of
honest common East Timorese who seek to
build a future with ploughshares in their
hands.
yours,
Hendrati S. Munthe
Minister Counsellor
Head of Information
Indonesian Embassy, London

PHILIPPINES BAN
FOREIGNERS FROM TIMOR
MEETING
The following Reuter report was carried in
the Foreign News section of the Irish Times
21 May 1994
Indonesia has welcomed the Philippines
decision to ban non-Filipinos from taking
part in a conference in Manila on East
Timor, a move which seemed to be aimed at
easing the growing row with Jakarta over the
meeting.
The Indonesian Foreign Minister Mr Ali
Alatas said the denial of visas to overseas
participants announced yesterday by President Fidel Ramos reflects Jakarta’s views
and judgment on the conference. "The conference has been inspired planned and engineered by certain individuals such as
Ramos- Horta and his friends. Mr. Jose
Ramos-Horta is an East Timor rebel leader
living in Exile.
Mr Alatas said the Manila meeting was
not an academic conference on human rights
but was clearly part of a political campaign
by Mr. Horta and his friends to attack and
tarnish Indonesia’s name and disrupt its
territorial integrity. Eight exiled East
Timorese opposition leaders as well as international human rights activists were expected to attend the conference between
May 31st and June 4th.
Mr. Ramos's chief legal counsel, Mr. Antonio Carpio told reporters that foreigners
seeking to attend would be denied visas.
Those already there would have their visas revoked. the only exceptions would be
journalists covering the talks and exchange
students, he added.
Conference organisers said the ban was a
"clear surrender to Indonesian pressure".

The conference chairman, Mr Renato Constantino, said the conference would continue
despite the ban. Mr Ramos had earlier
roundly condemned the meeting but insisted
that freedom of speech guarantees in the
Philippine constitution prevented him from
halting it. Mr. Carpio said these constitutional guarantees did not extend to foreigners.
Indonesia has continued to put pressure
on the Philippines despite Mr. Ramos's
repeated assurances that Manila fully recognises Jakarta’s rule over East Timor which
was invaded by Indonesia in 1975.
Comment:
The news of the banning was carried on
National Radio here in Ireland. It was carried
on Ireland Radio News and Network News.

RAMOS FACES PROTESTS
ON EAST TIMOR MEETING
BAN
The Irish Times May 23rd 1994 (Reuter)
The Philippine President Mr Fidel
Ramos faced protests yesterday after banning foreign delegates from an international
meeting in Manila on East Timor to appease
angry Indonesia.
A newspaper commentator called Mr
Ramos "a wimp" and another reminded
readers the Philippines was not a province
of Indonesia. The uproar over the meeting
scheduled for May 31st to June 4th, forced
Manila to call off a regional economic conference in Davao City this week after Jakarta pulled out of it.
The Manila meeting will debate Indonesia's invasion and 1976 annexation of the
former Portuguese colony and alleged human-rights abuses on the island. Delegates
from 15 nations had been invited to attend.
"This has bloodied Ramos. It shows him
as a person who does not have a correct
strategic grip on Foreign policy," Mr. Theodoro Benigno, a political analyst, said.
"Since we claim to be a democracy, that's a
blow below the belt of freedom of expression", headed.
Conference organisers denounced the ban
as a “clear surrender to Indonesian pressure".-----(Reuter)

RAMOS URGED TO LIFT BAN
The Irish Times 25th May
The Peace People personality and Nobel
Peace Prize winner, Ms Mairead Maguire
has called on the President of the Philippines, Mr Ramos to reconsider his order her
and all other international delegates from
attending a human rights conference on the
situation in East Timor due to be held in
Manila next week.
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Ms. Maguire is due to fly to Manila on
Friday with Mr. Tom Hyland of the East
Timor Ireland Solidarity Campaign. Mr.
Ramos issued the exclusion order to prevent
non-Filipinos from attending the conference,
according to the Peace People organisation
in Belfast.
The conference, the first on East Timor
to take place in South East Asia, sparked a
diplomatic row between the Philippines and
Indonesia who invaded East Timor in 1975.
Human rights activists estimate that at
least 200,000 of the East Timorese population of 640,000 have been killed since the
invasion.

PEACE PEOPLE PLEA OVER
EAST TIMOR
THE IRISH NEWS 25th MAY
Church leaders and politicians in Northern Ireland are being urged to bring pressure
to bear on the Philippines government to lift
a ban against a human rights conference.
Nobel prizewinner Mairead Maguire of
the Peace People was due to arrive in Manila on Friday.
But he country's President has issued an
exclusion order preventing all foreign delegates from attending the conference which
will look at human rights in East Timor.
Due to open on May 31st, it would be
the first seminar on East Timor to take place
in South East Asia.
The regional conference sparked a row
between the Philippines and Indonesia, with
the latter threatening to retaliate if it took
place. East Timor was invaded by Indonesia
in 1975, annexed the following year and has
occupied ever since.
The Indonesian has been guilty of serious
human rights abuses, notably the massacre
of 273 peaceful demonstrators at the Santa
Cruz cemetery in November 1991.
Another 255 people 'disappeared' and
376 were wounded.
Mrs Maguire said she had sent a fax urging the President to lift the ban against international delegates attending the conference.
"The international community is deeply
concerned about the suffering of the East
Timorese people and we wish to show solidarity with those working for human rights
and democracy", she said.
According to Mrs Maguire, the Peace
People would be contacting Northern Ireland church leaders and politicians urging
them to do everything possible.

BELFAST PEACE NOBELISTS
TO DEFY BAN
The following press release has been released by the COMMUNITY OF THE
PEACE PEOPLE IN NORTHERN
IRELAND.
26 May
Nobel Prize winner, Mairead Maguire of
the Peace People, has just announced today
that she intends to defy the ban on her attendance at a major human rights conference
in the Philippines.
The ban, issued by Presidential decree on
Friday 20th May, forbids all international
delegates from attending a conference due to
focus on Indonesian human rights abuses in
East Timor. It is believed that President
Ramos acted under immense diplomatic
pressure emanating from the Indonesian
government .
The Peace People, which mainly works
on local peace initiatives but is also very
active in international affairs, has appealed
to local MEP's , Church leaders, as well as
other Nobel Laureates around the world, to
voice their protest against the exclusion
order and against Indonesian government
actions in East Timor.
East Timor was invaded by Indonesia in
December 1975, was annexed the following
year and has been under occupation ever
since. Human rights organisations and diplomats estimate that nearly a third of the
island's population has perished since the
Indonesian invasion, and accusations of
massive human rights abuses persist. One of
the few incidents to become public was the
massacre of 273 peaceful demonstrators at
the Santa Cruz cemetery in November 1991.
Mrs Maguire is due to travel to Manila
this Friday 27th May with Tom Hyland of
the Dublin based East Timor Ireland Solidarity Campaign, to take part in the conference,
which is the first of it's kind to be held in
South East Asia.
In a statement issued today, Mrs
Maguire said, "The plight of the East
Timorese people is of great concern to the
international community. As a peace activist
from Northern Ireland, I feel it is important,
no matter what the personal cost to me
might be, to show solidarity and support for
the East Timorese. I do not know what will
happen when we arrive at Manila airport,
but I hope that our actions will help to highlight the cause of East Timor.
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NEW REGIONAL GROUPS
FOR EAST TIMOR IN
IRELAND
May 22, 1994
ETISC is delighted to announce to the
setting up of 5 new regional solidarity
groups for East Timor here in Ireland.
The groups have been set up in County's
Galway, Clare , Carlow , Donegal and Laois.
A new solidarity group is due to be
launched in Northern Ireland next month.
Those wishing more information on these
groups please contact ETISC

TWELVE MORE
BLACKLISTED
Order issued by Deputy Commissioner
of the Bureau of Immigration of the Department of Justice, Republic of the Philippines.
23 May 1994
------------------This order names twelve persons who
shall be 'ineligible for admission under any
category'. The names are:
[Identities in brackets added]
Marcus do Orlaes (identity not clear)
Francisco Fernandez (Father Chico, now
based in Macao) Rogerio Lobato (exFretilin) Florencio Anunciacao Oliveira (one
of the 7 student asylum-seekers) Profirio da
Costa Oliveira (ditto) Jose Manuel de
Oliveira Sousa (ditto) Mateus Brito Ximenes (ditto) Ventura Valentim (ditto)
Clemento Faria (ditto) Oscar Concalves de
Silva (ditto) Mario (sic) Alkatiri (Fretilin
deputy leader)* Abilio Araújo (ousted Fretilin leader)
*Alkatiri is on the list of eight blacklisted, but on that list he is named as Maria
Alkatiri.
-----------------We now have the order which blacklist
the eight names already familiar to
reg.easttimor readers. That order is dated 20
May 1994.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR,
THE IRISH TIMES 24 MAY
1994
Indonesia and East Timor.
Sir,
I regret to write to you in relation to a
letter of the Embassy of Indonesia published yesterday (may 19th) on the situation
of East Timor, which is relatively well
known to Irish public opinion due to the
interest of the media, including your newspaper and to the concern of the Irish Government and of the elected representatives,
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and also due to the efforts of Irish Diplomats and the information provided by organisations of solidarity with the longsuffering people of East Timor.
The Portuguese Government has already
admitted, before the General Assembly of
the United Nations, its part of responsibility in the way the decolonisation process in
East Timor was led in 1975. This was a
period of great internal instability in Portugal following the revolution of 1974 and
during which all other territories became
independent. It is not right to say that Portugal "irresponsibly abandoned" the territory and developed efforts (as recognised by
Indonesia some days before the invasion) to
restore legality and implement the decolonisation process.
As soon as Indonesia militarily invaded
East Timor, Portugal severed diplomatic
relations with that country and brought the
case to the General Assembly and the Security Council of the UN. Both rejected the
illegal action of Indonesia and urged her to
withdraw her forces from the territory, to
respect its territorial integrity, and the right
to self-determination of its people. Indonesia has not complied with these resolution,
and the forced integration imposed by her
was not recognized by the UN and the international community in general.
Whatever the historical responsibilities of
Portugal, nothing can justify that the right to
self-determination and the most elementary
human rights be denied to the East Timorese
people, whose interests are paramount under the UN Charter. Nothing justified the
invasion and annexation of East Timor by
Indonesia and the atrocities and constant
violations of human rights that have taken
place in the last 18 years, leading to the
massacre of innocent civilians in the cemetery of Dili in November 1991 - by chance
filmed and shown on television, and seen in
this country. People could not fail to be
touched by it and the recent television film,
Death of a Nation, has again shown to the
world what was already known in interested
parts (but ignored in the above mentioned
letter). It has been condemned all those
years by the UN and its European Union
and Parliament and many other organisations.
Recent debates in the Dail and the Seanad, in which the Tanaiste and Minister for
Foreign Affairs, deputies and senators participated, have clearly shown a great sense
of commitment and a high degree of knowledge and concern about the situation prevailing in the territory. They have contributed
to stimulate the Governments, the partners
in the EU and the international community
in their efforts to monitor the situation, and
to initiate or support measures to improve it
and the destiny of the people of East Timor.
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This is not a bilateral problem between
Portugal and Indonesia or any other country, and if I mention the bilateral dimension
with Ireland it is simply to say that this
country has manifested at all levels a profound capacity to understand the human
suffering of those oppressed by Indonesia
domination and the abuses of the rights of
the East Timorese, and a genuine desire to
redress the situation, as recognized by the
President of the Portuguese Republic on his
State visit to Ireland last year and also by
the Minister for Foreign Affairs. I do not
think I need to add anything else; perhaps
only a certain hope that the future may
bring an improvement in the situation of the
territory in the full respect for the legitimate
rights of its people with the aim of reaching
a just, comprehensive and internationally
acceptable settlement.
Yours, etc.
Luis Pazos Alonso
Ambassador of Portugal
Embaixada de Portugal Em Dublin

Letters to the Editor Irish Times, May
26
Sir,
Earlier this year in the European Parliament I confronted the Indonesian Foreign
Minister and condemned his country's appalling record of genocide in East Timor.
Today (MAY 19th) I read a letter from
Mrs Hendratis Munthe of the Indonesian
Embassy In London, taking to task your
correspondent who condemned the outrage
in East Timor. She blames Portugal for the
murder of more than 200,000 East Timorese
following their withdrawal in November
1975. For so long as some members of the
European Union, including Britain, continue
to prosper by exporting armaments including highly sophisticated aircraft which are
being used in the slaughter it is hard to comprehend how either the European Union or
the Indonesian government has the temerity
to wash its hands of its responsibility.
Australia prospers by it's treaty with Indonesia and turns a blind eye to the slaughter which many acknowledge as a genocide
of Nazis proportions.
Yours etc
Niall Andrews MEP
European Parliament Office
Jean Monnet Center
Molesworth Street, Dublin

Another letter, May 26
Sir,
TAPOL, the Indonesia Human Rights
Campaign, would like to take strong exception from Mrs Hendrati Munthe of the Indonesian Embassy in London (May 19th)

After invoking the entirely spurious "Balibo
Declaration" (which, incidentally, was not
signed in Balibo East Timor, but in the Indonesian island of Bali) as supposed evidence that the Timorese chose "integration",
she goes on to make the claim that the "living standards in East Timor nowadays has
improved considerably". Such a statement is
no more than propaganda. The "living standard" in East Timor is one of constant fear
and intimidation. Arbitrary arrest, torture,
rape murder and "disappearance" are all
commonplace events. Indonesia's "development" programmes include forced abortions,
sterilisation and extensive coercive use of
the dangerous contraceptive Depo-Provera;
the "relocation" of whole villages against
their will; and the transmigration into the
country of thousands of Indonesians. Any
"development of the East Timor's economy
that has taken place has been solely to the
benefit of the Indonesian military.
It may be true that the Indonesian have
built a few roads and bridges which the
Timorese can use. But this is small compensation for living in what has been described
as "the world's largest prison camp".
Yours etc
Carmel Budiardjo
TAPOL
The Indonesian Human Rights Campaign
111 Northwood Road
Thornton Heath
Surrey
CR7 BHW

TWENTY-ONE INDONESIAN
STUDENTS SENTENCED
LUSA's Crystal Ball, May 18, 1994. Translated from Portuguese
Twenty-one Indonesian students were
sentenced today to six months in prison for
having demonstrated last December against
human rights violations in their country.
According to the Spanish agency, Efe, the
demonstrators, convicted for alleged insults
to the Indonesian President, asked Suharto
to account to Parliament for the human
rights violations which have occurred during
his 26-year term.
Nine other students were detained today
during a demonstration of several hundred
persons in support of the convicted students and for democratization of the country.
Besides the increase in student activity
against the Suharto dictatorship, there have
also been several labor demonstrations in
Indonesia recently in support of syndical
freedom, including one in Medan (Sumatra)
which ended in heavy rioting.
The official Indonesian agency, Antara,
however, emphasized another demonstra-
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tion in which, allegedly, dozens of youths
protested in front of the Philippine Consulate in North Sulawesi (an island near the
Philippine archipelago), against a conference
on human rights in East Timor to be held in
Manila.
The Indonesian Foreign Minister, Ali
Alatas, has already advised the Philippine
authorities that if the conference is held, it
will be a 'great disappointment' for his Government.
Meanwhile, official Indonesian sources
told the Associated Press today that a new
commercial delegation has cancelled a trip to
the Philippines, following identical decisions
by other commercial delegations and by a
delegation of university students.
The same sources indicated that other retaliatory measures are also being considered,
namely, abandoning Indonesia's mediation in
the dispute involving a Muslim revolt in the
Southern Philippines.
Philippine President Fidel Ramos has already exp lained that his Government is not
supporting the conference, and he has reiterated Manila's official position, according to
which East Timor is an integral part of Indonesia.
Nevertheless, he indicated that his Government cannot prevent the holding of the
meeting, which would constitute a violation
of the country's constitution.
The Asian-Pacific conference on East
Timor, promoted by Philippine human
rights movements and by a group of jurists
based in Holland, is scheduled between the
31st of this month and the 4th of June.

MANILA CONFERENCE IN
INDONESIAN PRESS
DeTIK, 25-31 May 1994. Translated from
Indonesian
Original title: Ramos' ban silences Horta
<Cekal Ramos Membungkam Horta>
Abridged
Reports the Philippine surrender to Indonesian pressure on the Manila seminar
about East Timor. Pro-government senior
academic Yuwono Sudarsono says it's serious and if the Philippines goes ahead with
the seminar, Islamic NGOs in Indonesia and
Malaysia would hold seminars about the
Muslim Moro problem in the Southern
Philippines.
George Aditjondro, who was due to go to
the conference, is reported in a separate
story as saying it is impermissible for one
country to impose its values on another the
way Indonesia has done to the Philippines.
The UN General Secretary had urged the
Portuguese and Indonesian Foreign Ministers to dialogue with East Timorese who
held views opposed to their own, but Indo-

nesia appeared reluctant. "If indeed the government is reluctant to dialogue with the
anti-integration group, then let us Indonesian citizens who do not have interests to
defend go and talk. Let me, or Princen, or
perhaps Saleh Abdulah open a dialogue with
them".
_Remark: The current edition of Editor
(26 May), reporting the conference issue,
asks [presumably tongue in cheek]: "why is
Indonesia so sensitive about East Timor?",
and goes on to repeat the statement from ET
Governor Abilio Soares that it was "possibly true" that 200 000 had died there, similar to a statement by Adam Malik in 1977
but contrary to assertions by Foreign Minister Ali Alatas. G._

WATCH INDONESIA ON
JAKARTA-BERLIN
'PARTNERSHIP'
From Watch Indonesia!, May 27, 1994
PARTNERSHIP BERLIN - JAKARTA
When Watch-Indonesia! human rights activists in Berlin, Germany, first heard about
the partnership (twinning) of Berlin with
Jakarta, the partnership-treaty had already
been signed about a year ago, on April 22nd
1993. Mr Diepgen, mayor of Berlin and
head of the Berlin provincial government,
had signed the documents without informing
- let alone consulting - the Berlin city council. Obviously no information was released
to the public either.
The way the subject is handled gives rise
to the suspicion, that the only aim of the
partnership is to establish economic relations in order to facilitate and promote Berlin industry exports to Jakarta.
Traditionally partnerships between
towns and cities were a means to promote
friendship and understanding between the
people of different countries. It is somewhat
disappointing to see this institution being
transformed and abused to enhance collaboration between the governments and industries of two cities - intentionally excluding
the involvement of the people living in these
two cities.
Hearing about the twinning of Berlin with
Jakarta, capital of a military ruled country,
activists cynically joked, asking "When will
Berlin become twinned with Baghdad?".
They might have joked in the same way,
asking about a partnership with Beijing, the
place of the Tiananmen massacre. But reality catches up on cynicism: On his recent
tour to Asia, starting on April 5th 1994,
(Berliner Zeitung 5/4/1994), Mr Diepgen
concluded a partnership-treaty with the city
of Beijing. Again neither the elected representatives in the city council nor the public
were informed (tageszeitung 16/4/1994) - a

Page 157

rather bewildering procedure in a country
being proud of its democratic institutions
and claiming to promote democracy in the
world!
Finally criticism rose among the members
of the city council and the mayor has now
been instructed to inform the city council in
advance when he is planning to conclude
any partnerships. (tageszeitung 20/4/1994)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

4TH SUMMIT OF THE WORLD'S
MAJOR CITIES IN BERLIN, MAY 16 18, 1994
Watch Indonesia!
From May 16 to 18 1994 the 4th Summit
of the World's Major Cities was held in
Berlin. One might have imagined Berlin being proud to host this conference and thus
one might have expected broad coverage in
the media before and during the summit. But
on the contrary: hardly any information was
given to the media or the public - even few
days before the event it proved nearly impossible to get a detailed conference timetable.
Rumours from administration insiders
say, that some of the participating mayors reportedly the Beijing mayor, but presumably others, too - had asked nervous questions, about the summit being held in a "decent" way. There were obviously worries
about critical questions. But the representatives of dictatorships and repressive, undemocratic countries didn't have to feel uncomfortable: No critical groups were invited
or allowed to participate in any of the summit meetings. And, in fact, no critical questions were asked.
The summit agenda comprised infrastructure problems of major cities such as transport, energy/water/wastewater/solid waste,
relations between the city and the region etc.
Human rights topics were not discussed
during the meeting. The discussions stayed
on the technical level of the problems mentioned, although infrastructure and development can also be a very political topic if
including questions such as community
participation, land rights etc. According to
journalists even the purely technical discussions were rather superficial and certainly
did not present any new ideas (tageszeitung
18/5/93).
Human rights activists from amnesty international, Watch Indonesia! and terre des
hommes together with the opposition party
Neues Forum (New Forum) and a member
of the SPD (Social Democratic Party, part
of the Berlin coalition government comprising CDU and SPD) organized a press conference to address the Human Rights topic
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and to inform about atrocities in China and
Indonesia.
A small demonstration was held before
the Bellevue Palace, were the German President, Mr Weizsaecker gave a reception for
the summit participants.
Further action is planned to force the
Berlin government to include Human Rights
questions and to develop the partnership
into a partnership of the people instead of a
collaboration of industries and governments.

MANILA UPDATE: BISHOPS
BANNED
Inquirer (Manila) 28 May 1994
By Doreen Jose and Juliet M Labog
Unabridged (though not complete)
Organisers of the human rights conference on East Timor yesterday suffered a
legal setback when a Quezon City court
issued a temporary restraining order against
the meeting.
Malacanang [the presidential palace]
hailed Quezon City Judge Marciano Bacalla's order as 'a positive development' even
as it added the names of seven more persons
to its list of 20 foreigners banned from entering the country.
Press Secretary Jesus Sison said the
seven include Catholic Bishops Alosius
Nobuo Soma of Japan and Hilton Deakin of
Australia. He could not readily identify the
others.
The bishops who are among the expected
speakers at the conference have earlier signified their intention to attend in spite of
President Ramos' ban on foreign delegates.
Renato Constantino Jr, head of the local
organisers of the conference set on May 31June 4 at the University of the Philippines
campus on Quezon City, said his group's
lawyers are still studying ways to respond
to the court action. But he expressed optimism that the conference will proceed as
scheduled.
Related developments:
* Immigration Commissioner Zafiro
Respicio said he has yet to receive instructions to arrest and deport the two bishops
and Mairead Maguire and other foreign delegates apart from the 20 earlier banned from
the country.
* Presidential Assistant for Mindanao
Paul Dominguez said RP-Indonesia relations
'have already begun to improve and normalise' with the government's ban.
* Philippine Ambassador to Tokyo Domingo Sison denied having told two Japanese lawmakers that the government had
wire-taped the Quezon City office of the
Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor.
Bacalla to whose sala the case was raffled
off last May 25, directed Emil Javier and
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Pacifico Agabin, UP President and dean of
the UP College of Law, respectively, to
prohibit organisers from using the university's premises, grounds and facilities at
venue for the conference.
He also restrained Constantino and conference coordinator Augusto Miclat Jr from
holding or participating in the meeting
'whether the venue will be within or outside
the premises of the UP'. The order is effective for 20 days.
UP officials and APCET organisers were
also told to answer within 15 days the petition for a preliminary injunction earlier
lodged by the Philippine-Indonesia Friendship Society (Philindo), Inc, led by Jose
Laurel III. The hearing was set for June 10.
The conference was organised to discuss
the case of East Timor, a former Portuguese
colony annexed by Indonesia as its 27th
province in 1975. Indonesian troops have
allegedly committed human rights violations
there since the annexation.
Constantino said his group remains
steadfast in its principle to support East
Timor's right to self-determination and the
constitutional right to freedom of expression. He said the group will continue the
fight in different ways.
'I would not like to comment on Judge
Bacalla,' he said. 'It is however curious that
the (Philindo) petition was handled with
such dispatch and the order was sent to us
immediately.'
Bacalla's order was dated 26 May but
was released only yesterday. It appeared to
have used verbatim the prayer portion of
the Philindo petition.
Reporters who had been staking out the
judge's office for days were surprised at the
speedy action on the petition as their attempts to reach Bacalla as soon as he got the
case proved futile.
The Philindo, a non-stock, non-profit organisation registered with the Security and
Exchange Commission as of April 14, asked
that the conference be stopped as 'it is to be
expected that in the gathering, the government of Indonesia will be thoroughly castigated, pilloried and abused'.
It said Constantino's group is really and
actually the brainchild and is being undertaken upon the request, and on the initiative
of Jose Ramos-Horta', a resistance leader in
East Timor.
'Ramos-Horta is the one giving the orders
and direction to Constantino Jr and has
assured him that the bulk of the funding for
the conference will be raised by the East
Timor side', the petitioners said. They furnished the court a copy of Ramos-Horta's
fax to Constantino.
The Philindo also said the holding of the
conference will undermine and seriously
impair bilateral ties and violate the 1976

Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia.
It argued that the right to peaceful assembly should be curtailed in this case as
the conference poses 'a serious threat and
danger to the security... [faxed clipping ends
here]

XANANA GUSMÃO’S
MESSAGE TO INDONESIAN
SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT
Maubere People's Rights Commission CDPM
Translated from Portuguese
Jakarta/Cipinang, 28 November 1993.
Dear Friends, Children of our Brother Indonesia,
To all of you, I send a warm embrace on
behalf of all Timorese, who I represent, and
the embrace of friendship from all my guerrillas.
I am pleased to comply with your request for some points of reference on my
appeal, but ask you to accept my apologies
for not going into much detail: I think you
will understand my situation, still (!) under
the supervision of the BAIS.
First, I would like to clarify a few matters which must have shocked you. Because
of my isolation from the world on the other
side of the prison bars, I was unable to follow the process which was set up around
the question of "grasi", brought about by
Mr. Sudjono. I finally found out that yet
another big farce had been orchestrated by
the BAIS, with statements which they attributed to me. I assure you, dear friends,
that this was merely the final act of the
tragi-comedy of the Indonesian colonialist
government, which has invented as many
falsehoods around the case of East Timor as
it has made victims. The statements, presented as being mine, were pure invention,
because I did not accept (the sentence) - I
was not allowed to exp ress myself on the
day of "vonis", as the judge rapidly brought
the trial to a close! - I do not accept, nor will
I ever accept any sentence passed by any
Indonesian court.
I consider myself, first and foremost
from my poor and small but beloved and
unalterable EAST TIMOR and, in second
place, I am still, by international law, and
without wishing to be so, a "Portuguese
citizen".
Now, as you requested, I shall outline the
essential points of my defence:
a. I did not take into account each of the
charges brought against me, nor the list of
"subversive" activities. On the question of
military activities, I did state, in the Court
itself when I was "diperiksa", that they
were just a small part of the activities of the
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illustrious FALINTIL. From the point of
view of interpretation of Indonesian law,
Mr. Sudjono's responses to the charges
were, in fact, good.
The most relevant, or main "pasala" were
:
- intent to disarticulate East Timor - illegal possession of firearms The rest was
"cabe" and "gula" to build up Indonesian
public opinion's appetite. At the time of
"periksa", I also stated that I was fully conscious of my acts, and the Judges noted that
in their 8-hour reading.
Given that the case of East Timor is in a
context above Indonesian law, my defence
was based essentially on the following:
l.the incompetence of any Indonesian
court to try me
2.the invasion of East Timor being a clear
violation of universal principles and international law
3.the illegality of military occupation of
East Timor
4.the non-credibility of the interim government and assembly, set up after the invasion
5.the illegality of that interim assembly,
its representation of the people of East
Timor, in the request to the dictator Suharto
for immediate integration without referendum
6.the recognition by the UN of all forms
of resistance to colonialism, which legitimises Maubere Resistance.
The rest was a tit-for-tat with the court's
arguments, the Indonesian Government's
usual old propaganda.
Now to the central issue of our exchange.
You ask me about the Maubere People's real
aspiration, the aim of this struggle. Dear
friends, I must tell you that, just as it is the
aim of any oppressed people in their fight
for liberation, the supreme and inalienable
aspiration of the Timorese people is
NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE. And
nothing will deter the people of East Timor
from pursuing that objective, strengthened
now by the bodies and blood of over
200,000 lives, sacrificed by Indonesian colonial repression.
Your third question reflects the way you
perceive the problem and touches on your
action, identifying it as an integral part of
international solidarity with the Maubere
cause. I believe in you, dear friends, as you
have already done much for our struggle and
my people trust in the fairness of your
principles and the resoluteness of your actions.
The actions of young Americans was influential and decisive in bringing about
changes in US policy on the destructive
Vietnam war and its support for South Africa. As the children of a brother people and
a neighbouring people, with whom we will

maintain the best and closest possible relationship of friendship and cooperation in all
areas, we hope that our Indonesian brothers
(not in the "pamili" sense, used by the
ABRI, to denote not love or respect, but to
kill, massacre, rape, "disappear", torture in
the cruelest ways, women, children, young
and old), will become increasingly convinced
of the real situation, and be proud to speak
out, before the murderers of the Timorese
people, against the illegality of military
occupation of the territory and the need for
political courage to resolve, according to
international standards, a case which brings
shame upon Indonesia, but which, with an
independent East Timor, would just be a
record of the militarist stubborn governors'
mistakes in the history which neighbouring
countries will try to forget.
Of course all action develops, in certain
circumstances, along its most appropriate
lines. This is the rule of revolution, whose
steps, tailored to each phase, will gradually
and continually remove the political cement
supporting the old foundations of retrograde
systems. I can hear the ripples of the unrest
in Indonesian society - it is all (so little) that
can penetrate the walls of old Cipinang
prison. May your longing for innovation,
changes in mentalities, become a consoling
reality, achieved in a movement of peace for
peace, where people's wills join together in
an effort to bring about daringly peaceful
changes.
In your march towards democracy, in
your search for a better world for Indonesia,
I know that in your eyes the case of East
Timor is not a separate question or an accidental or logical consequence of your own
struggle, but two inter-dependent aspects of
a global phenomenon: the political system in
Indonesia. The results occurring in one of
these aspects will necessarily reflect on the
development of the other. Our struggles
will, therefore, have achieved unification of
effort for a comprehensive result. Our
brothers, the Indonesian people, will not
live truly democratically while the aspirations of the Timorese people are not respected. Neither will the most basic human
rights be safeguarded for the Indonesian
people while the Maubere people is denied
its basic right to self- determination and
national independence.
If human rights and democracy are the
weapons you brandish in the current political scenario in Indonesia, then you must
necessarily include East Timor.
We call upon our Indonesian brothers to
take action to stop the repression in East
Timor, to FREE political prisoners, to halt
the Intel apparatus that functions in East
Timor, and whose huge budget fattens the
"gaji" of the military and cultivates murdering parasites.
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Because Indonesian public opinion cannot be hidden, although there are always
efforts to distort the truth, the Indonesian
Government cannot deny that the case of
East Timor is a UN case. It is not, therefore,
impertinent for INDONESIAN
SOLIDARITY to express its wish to see the
Jakarta government take the talks on East
Timor seriously, without those evasive and
back-tracking maneuvers aimed to gain time
and stave off defeat, practiced in previous
years, and to conduct them in the light of
UN resolutions, universal principles, and
the principles which (still) guide the NonAligned Movement.
If it is not too daring, dear friends, a
PETITION with tens (I did not want to go
as far as saying hundreds) of thousands of
signatures, could be organised for before the
meeting next May between Indonesia and
Portugal, referring to the UN Secretary General's commitment "to seek a just, comprehensive and internationally acceptable settlement to the question of East Timor",
expressed at last September's meeting, and
also referring to the fact that "the ministers
(Durão Barroso and Ali Alatas) concurred
on the importance of the promotion of respect for human rights in all their indivisible
aspects (civil, political, economical, social
and cultural) and fundamental freedoms in
East Timor", and INDONESIAN
SOLIDARITY will have played a decisive
role in the settlement of the case!
There are usually two ways of interpreting the part I have underlined above. The
correct one is our interpretation. Ali Alatas,
the veteran expert on the case of East Timor
at the UN, has his own philosophy, based
on the cultural relativism of the Indonesian
people/society. Rhetoric at the UN has
always been a diplomatic chess game. The
struggle is still an upstream struggle. It is up
to you, Indonesian brothers and friends, to
support us.
Whether this is a challenge or proposal
for action is now for you to decide. This is
all for today, my friends, Terim Kasih banyar. TO RESIST IS TO BE VICTORIOUS!
Reiterating the gratitude of my people
and my guerrillas, I embrace you as friend
and brother.
KAY RALA XANANA GUSMÃO
Member of the CNRM and Commander
of the FALINTIL)
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10 TIMORESE CAPTURED BY
INDONESIAN TROOPS
LOPES DA CRUZ SAYS
PORTUGUESE MPS MIGHT GO TO
DILI
Jornal de Noticias, 18 May 1994
Translated from Portuguese
A document from the Timorese Clandestine Front which arrived yesterday in Lisbon, reveals that 10 Timorese, accused of
organising a demonstration for 6 May (date
of Ministerial meeting in Geneva) are being
detained in the SGI (Indonesian Intelligence
Centre) and are being tortured by the military.
According to reports received by the Resistance inside Timor, the detained have
been beaten, especially on parts of the body
where no lasting marks or scars will be left,
namely upper stomach and chest.
According to the document, of the 10
Timorese, all living in Dili, one (Nuno
Corvelho) was arrested on 1st and another
(Rui Fernandes) on 2nd. The other eight Pedro Fatima Tilman, Octaviano, Rosalino,
Miguel, Pantaleao, Marcos, Lucas Tilman
dos Santos, and Anibal, were captured on
3rd.
The Resistance report states that military
operations in the territory become more
intense prior to the arrival of foreign visitors
or important events concerning East Timor,
such as the onset of the talks between Portuguese and Indonesian Foreign Ministers.
These were not the only arrests, according to the document. There have been other
subsequent detentions, but the Clandestine
Front was unable to give details.
Indonesia's itinerant ambassador, Lopes
da Cruz, said meanwhile that a delegation of
Portuguese MPs might go to East Timor. He
was speaking at Lisbon airport, minutes
before boarding a plane to return to Jakarta,
after heading a group of Timorese on a
week-long pilgrimage to Fatima. .We were
given a friendly reception by other Timorese
and by the Portuguese, commented Lopes
da Cruz, in a reference to the incidents on
his arrival to Lisbon, when he was attacked
by supporters of independence for Timor.
President Suharto, meanwhile, told New
Zealand's PM, Jim Bolger, that his country
never intended to annex East Timor, "but
the Timorese wanted to be integrated with
Indonesia".
The Indonesian President's affirmation on
East Timor was made public yesterday by
Secretary of State Murdiono, for whom
Indonesia's agreement to the integration of
East Timor is a demonstration of the respect
Jakarta has for the Timorese people.
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Suharto also accused NZ MPs, who opposed Bolger's visit to Indonesia, of lack of
understanding about the reality of East
Timor.
The NZ PM considered that his Government's official position is that the incorporation of East Timor in Indonesia is irreversible.

LOPES DA CRUZ
"RESUSCITATES" MPS VISIT
TO TIMOR
Publico, 18 May 1994.
Translated from Portuguese, Abridged
Francisco Lopes da Cruz, Suharto's itinerant ambassador for matters relating to East
Timor, who left yesterday for Jakarta after a
week in Portugal, referred to the possibility
of a Portuguese parliamentary delegation
visiting the territory.
Speaking at the airport he gave no further
details on the initiative, and just said that
the matter could be thought about once
again. A Portuguese delegation was to visit
East Timor in 1991, but the project was
canceled at a late stage in the negotiations
between Portugal and Indonesia. Officially,
the idea was abandoned because Portugal
found Indonesia's veto on the presence of
Jill Joliffe (a reported chosen to accompany
the delegation) unacceptable.

"THERE WERE A FEW
UPSETS" (LOPES DA CRUZ)
Diario de Noticias, 18 May 1994.
By Carla Baptista. Translated from Portuguese, Abridged
Yesterday as he left Lisbon, Lopes da
Cruz admitted that there had been a few
problems with the inclusion of Father Demetrio in the group of pilgrims.
Timorese Resistance sources in Australia
had said on Monday that the priest had
suffered "a mental breakdown caused by
intense stress" on the eve of departure from
Jakarta (6 May), and had to be taken to
hospital, where doctors advised him not to
travel.
However, after being pressured by the
Indonesian resident's daughter, he was discharged from the hospital and went to join
the pilgrims.
Yesterday, at Lisbon airport Lopes da
Cruz admitted that Father Demetrio was
forced to accompany the group, and added
that "in spite of all the problems, a miracle
happened in Portugal, and he is now fully
recovered."
The group of pro-Indonesia Timorese, as
they were called throughout their stay in
Portugal, even though rumours that there

were political differences within the group,
left Lisbon bound for Rome.

"EAST TIMOR IS A PRISON"
Diario de Noticias, 17 May 1994
By Carla Baptista. Translated from Portuguese. Abridged
(Lisbon) Two Swedish MPs, members of
the parliamentary delegation which visited
East Timor in September, reported how
their every movement was watched by the
Indonesians.
Ingbritt Irhammar (Centre Party) and
Ingela Martensson (Liberal), yesterday told
students at the International University
about the visit last September to East Timor
by a delegation of Swedish MPs.
It was "difficult" to get the consent of the
Indonesian authorities. Even when they
arrived to Jakarta, the group still did not
know whether they could go on to East
Timor. When authorisation did arrive, the
MPs were met in Dili by "a huge police
escort which accompanied us to the hotel".
They said that in the hotel nearly "all the
guests were Indonesian secret agents".
"They all wore black coats, had well shined
shoes, and just wandered around the lobby,
looking busy."
The MPs' suitcases were searched and
their telephones tapped. All attempts to
meet Timorese were unsuccessful, because
the Indonesian security agents "heard every
conversation", and the Timorese were "very
frightened" by this.
The Swedish MP told how the group
tried to speak to some students near the
University gates. Almost straight away, a
car stopped, and one of the agents shouted
out "Viva Xanana Gusmão!", in an attempt
to get reactions from the students.
The Swedish group met with Bishop
Ximenes Belo, who denounced that "all the
people, including clergy, who were working
with him were being persecuted." He said he
was in favour of a referendum and, when
asked about what he thought the result of a
possible popular consultation would be,
answered that "even with all the roads and
schools built by the Indonesians, 70 to 80
per cent of Timorese would vote for their
country's independence." The delegates met
Francisco Lopes da Cruz in Jakarta. They
said he "shared the same ideas as the Indonesians for the territory". Asked about her
impression of Suharto's ambassador, Ingbritt
Irhammar replied "If I were Timorese, I
would not trust him".
The report on the visit to East Timor,
circulated throughout the world by the
MPs, tells how, in spite of all the vigilance,
members of the Resistance in Timor managed to deliver an "18- page manuscript" to
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them. The manuscript describes "the atmosphere of constant terror" in the territory. It refers to the way in which the families of the 7 students who requested political asylum in the embassies in Jakarta were
treated. 20- year-old Virginia Ventura,
cousin of Ventura Valentim, was "arrested,
given electric shocks, and raped".
The two MPs have no doubt that the
only way to improve the human rights
situation in Timor is to keep up "constant
international pressure on Indonesia". They
believe that pressure coming from the "US
and the European Parliament is the most
effective."

PRESSURE FROM
INDONESIA
Diario de Noticias, 17 May 1994
Translated from Portuguese. Abridged
Maria Barroso, wife of Portuguese President Mario Soares, may be going to Manila
to take part in the Conference on Human
Rights. In statements to TSF, she said she
was still thinking about it, and explained
that if she did not go, it would be only be
because of her "very overloaded schedule".
She recently met with Danielle Mitterrand in South Africa, and revealed that the
French President's wife had told here she
had "been pressured and even received
threats from the Indonesian authorities" not
to go to Manila.
Danielle Mitterrand is even thinking
about whether to denounce the whole business in a press conference in Paris. If Maria
Barroso does not go to Manila, and if the
press conference is held, she may well go to
Paris "in solidarity" with Danielle Mitterrand. Maria Barroso added that, for her part,
she had "not been under any pressure" not
to attend. She explained that when she was
invited to go to the conference, she "already
had many commitments to attend to" in
Portugal, although she would "very much
like to go" because she feels sympathetic to
the Timorese, who are only asking for something very simple: to be able to decide about
their own future.

3 TIMORESE TORTURED IN
JAKARTA
Jornal de Noticias, 17 May 1994
Translated from Portuguese. Abridged.
According to the Maubere Resistance
National Council (CNRM) in Sydney, three
young Timorese and an Indonesian were
arrested and tortured by members of President Suharto's guard, following incidents in
Jakarta involving the death of a commander
of that elite corps of the Indonesian army.

The young detainees belonged to a group
of five security staff of a discotheque in
Jakarta. According to the CNRM, the Indonesian official died outside the discotheque
in circumstances which are not yet clear,
after he had gone there, in civilian dress, to
have the Timorese thrown out. The latter
reportedly resisted the orders of the officer,
causing an incident. A fourth Timorese,
called Carlos, is said to have managed to
escape. The names of the detainees are:
Hercules (from Ainaro), Duarte (Lospalos)
and Domingos (Ermera), and an Indonesian
citizen from the island of Flores. The
CNRM says that the detainees are being
subjected to "horrible torture" and have been
denied access to a lawyer.
The CNRM also gave the names of three
Timorese arrested by the Indonesians in
April: Jose Soares, 29, captured on 24th
during a journey from Dili to Baucau. He
has not been seen since; Matias Maroal,
arrested on the same day at 21.00 hours.
Suspected of involvement in organising an
anti-Indonesia demonstration, he is being
tortured; David Ximenes, arrested on 27th
and released shortly afterwards.
Osorio in Accident
The Governor of East Timor, appointed
by Indonesia in 1992, Abilio Osorio, broke
both legs and both arms on Saturday in a
road accident on the outskirts of Dili. He
was taken to the military hospital, Gatot
Subroto, in Jakarta on Sunday.
Timor could soon be visited by MPs
from New Zealand. The invitation was extended yesterday by Suharto to the NZ
Prime Minister . According to a government
source, the initiative aims to "dissipate the
misunderstandings" between the two States.
It may be recalled that a young New Zealander was the only non- Timorese victim of
the Dili massacre.

LOPES DA CRUZ AND
XANANA: MEETING IN
JAKARTA LIKELY
Jornal de Noticias, 17 May 1994. Translated
from Portuguese. Abridged
(Lisbon) Yesterday, a source close to
Lopes da Cruz, ambassador of the Jakarta
Government, revealed that a meeting with
Xanana Gusmão is possible.
If the meeting were to take place, in the
context of the contacts between Timorese
groups, aimed at reached a negotiated settlement of the Timor problem, it would
never be an initiative of the former leader of
the Maubere people, sentenced and imprisoned by Indonesian courts, but an initiative
of the Jakarta authorities' representative
himself.
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This possibility was not confirmed by
Lopes da Cruz In any case, such an approximation would never happen if Lopes
da Cruz did not have "something for Xanana
Gusmão", such as an amnesty, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Indonesia's
independence, to be commemorated in August next year.
Meanwhile, the appointment by the
Vatican of a second Bishop for Dili seems to
have been decided. The Vatican's choice
could be Basilio Nascimento, a Timorese
who lived in Portugal, and who is currently
in Rome. Such an appointment would be a
sign of approximation to Indonesia, according to sources close to the Jakarta Government. Timor's Christian community is in the
region of 400,000 Timorese, and the Vatican
was never hostile towards the Indonesian
authorities.
Lopes da Cruz met with Social Democrat
MP Angelo Correia, and an audience with
former Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Paulo Marques, was scheduled to take
place yesterday.

U.P. PRESIDENT'S
STATEMENT
University of the Philippines Quezon City
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
27 May 1994
PRESIDENT EMIL Q. JAVIER'S
STATEMENT ON THE CASE FILED BY
THE PHILIPPINE INDONESIA
FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY AND JOSE S.
LAUREL III
The University President and the Dean
of the College of Law are in receipt of the
Restraining Order issued by the Regional
Trial Court of Quezon City temporarily
restraining the holding of the Asian Pacific
Conference on East Timor at U.P. from
May 30 to June 4, 1994.
I reiterate my earlier statement on the
East Timor issue that the University dissociates itself from the conduct of the Conference. Nevertheless we intend to vigorously
contest the Restraining Order issued by the
Court in as far as it diminishes the University's institutional academic freedom to
convene and deliberate on any subject of
academic interest to our faculty and students and in so far as this Order constrains
the rights of our faculty, staff and students
to their freedoms of speech and assembly.
I have commissioned our University Legal Counsel and the faculty of the College of
Law to study the documents of this case
and to prepare the position of U.P. which
we will assert at the proper time and in the
proper forum.
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MAGUIRE DEPORTED:
PROTEST NEEDED
This is a request relayed from APCET organisers in Manila today, 28 May 1994:
This evening, Mairead Maguire, Nobel
Peace Laureate from Northern Ireland, and
Tom Hyland of the East Timor Ireland Solidarity Campaign, arrived at Manila Airport
to attend the Asia-Pacific Conference on
East Timor. They were immediate deported
and obliged to take a plane back to Amsterdam. Time of arrival there is not known.
The Irish Consul in Peking had been sent
to Manila to give the two assistance but
they were not permitted to make contact
with him.
Before departing, they gave interviews to
Philippines television channels which have
been widely broadcast. The story is also
making the headlines and lead TV stories in
Ireland.
The same treatment is likely to be meted
out to Bishop Hilton Deakin of Australia
and Bishop Aloisius Nobuo Soma from
Japan when they arrive in Manila tomorrow
or the day after. Their names are on a third
blacklist issued by the Philippine Department of Immigration several days ago.
APCET organisers request all solidarity
groups throughout the world:
1. To protest strongly against the deportation of Mairead Maguire and Tom Hyland
and the intended deportations of the two
bishops.
2. To urge the Philippine Government
not to deport the Australian and Japanese
bishops when they arrive in Manila.
3. To contact immediately Catholic organisations in your countries, Pax Christi,
Justice and Peace organisations or whatever,
urging them immediately to convey these
protests to their partner organisations for
transmission to the Philippine authorities. If
you have no fax numbers ready to hand,
these protests can be faxed to His Eminence
Cardinal Sin, fax no: 63-2 532-2567 with a
request that the protest/statements be
passed on to bishops/priests/Catholic organisations in the Philippines.

INDONESIAN JOURNALISTS
WILL BE BANNED FROM
ENTERING THE PHILIPPINES
Media Indonesia, 27 May 1994
Dateline: Jakarta Translated from Indonesian. Unabridged, several columns of the
faxed clipping are truncated.
Indonesian journalists who plan to go to
Manila to cover the Asia-Pacific Conference
on East Timor will most probably be prevented from entering the country.
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Head of the information section of the
Indonesian embassy in Manila, Awang Ibrahim, in a radio interview with [unclear] yesterday mentioned an order issued several
days ago by President Fidel Ramos which
stated the any foreigner intending to attend
the East Timorese seminar in the Philippines would be prevented from entering. [In
fact, the order excluded journalists from the
ban.]
'The order applies to all foreigners,
whether they are only going to observe the
event or to participate actively. This means
that it is highly likely that Indonesian journalists will be covered as the order makes no
distinction with regard to profession,' said
Awang.
'Up to now, there are twenty names on
the blacklist, but I have not seen any Indonesian names on the list,' he said. Most are
people from abroad, he went on, including
Carmel Budiardjo, a British citizen who
works for an NGO and lives in London.
From what he has seen in the Philippines
press and on television, he can conclude that
the Philippine government is pleased with
the response by President Suharto. The
Philippine government is deploying the
necessary officials from immigration and the
police to prevent those blacklisted from
entering the country.
Already several days before the conference is due to start, a police unit has been
stationed around the University of the Philippines, guarding every entrance....
It is the duty of the Indonesian to inform
all Indonesians not to attend the seminar.
Should any Indonesian insist on going and
then be deported, the embassy will escort
the person at the time of the deportation...
....

MME MITTERAND AND
OTHERS BLACKLISTED
TAPOL report, based on information from
APCET, 29 May 1994:
A further list of 12 foreigners blacklisted
from entering the Philippines to attend the
Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor was
issued by the Department of Immigration in
Manila on 28 May. The full list of 12 is not
yet available but it includes the following
people, many of them Indonesians:
Danielle Mitterand Bishop Finau [already deceased] Bishop Paul Moore Abdurrachman Wahid Arief Budiman George Aditjondro H.J. Princen Carlos Candao (Agir
Pour Timor)
This is the fourth blacklist, which brings
the total to 8 + 12 + 7 + 12 = 39. Mari
Alkatiri appears on two lists, once as Mario
and once as Maria, which means that the
actual total is 38

** WRITTEN 12:44 PM MAY 29,
1994 BY GN:AGPTIMOR IN
CDP:REG.EASTTIMOR
Agir pour Timor has no member of the
name of Carlos Candao. Moreover, we never
formally registered to APCET, only informing privately that we were trying to send
someone. This name may be a distortion of
the real name of a member, possibly scribbled out of a taped conversation. We would
welcome any further information on this
matter.
DFA STATEMENT ON THE
EXCLUSION OF TWO IRISH
PERSONALITIES
Original document, issued by the Philippines Department of Foreign Affairs on 29
May 1994:
Immigration authorities yesterday (28
May) turned away at Ninoy Aquino International Airport two Irish nationals
[Mairead Maguire is actually a British subject, living in Northern Ireland] who had
come to participate in the scheduled AsianPacific Conference on East Timor.
The two were Mairead Corrigan-Maguire
and Tom Hyland.
The department wishes to make it clear
that [rest of sentence underlined in original]
this action was taken solely to prevent nonFilipinos from making news [probably
should read 'use'] of Philippines soil to seek
to undermine the territorial integrity of a
friendly neighbouring state. It does not reflect upon, or is it in intended to diminish
the high esteem with which the Philippine
Government and the Filipino people hold
the Irish Government and people or the
value that we place on Philippine-Irish relations.
Nor does it diminish the respect that we
have for the work which Maguire and
Hyland have done on behalf of peace among
Irish people.
The Philippine government is currently
pursuing a peace process to heal the divisions among the Filipino people, in much
the same way that Maguire and Hyland
have sought to bring peace among the Irish
people.
Like the Irish strife, the conflicts among
Filipinos arising from the communist insurgency, Muslim secessionism and military
rebellion have cost the Filipino people much
in terms of blood and treasure. It is estimated that 75,000 Filipinos have been killed
in these conflicts, 100,000 wounded and
tens of thousands left homeless.
We would most warmly welcome it if
Maguire and Hyland were to lend their wisdom and experience in peace-making in order
to help us resolve our own conflicts.
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It would certainly be more welcome and
productive than participating in an event
that intervenes in a foreign problem in which
the Philippines is not directly involved and
in a way that impairs our relations with
another country and exacerbates divisions in
our own.
We look forward to a visit by Maguire
and Hyland under other circumstances in the
future

APCET WILL GO ON AS
SCHEDULED
PRESS STATEMENT from APCET, Manila
29 May 1994
It was not surprising. As early as last
week, we already knew that there were elements who wanted to try the legal path to
stop our legitimate conference. We have in
fact through our legal counsel, Atty Alexander Padilla, petitioned Quezon City [garbled
word], Judge Pedro Santiago, as early as
May 20 1994, that we be immediately notified of any petition asking a restraining order against APCET and not to issue such.
We were confident that the courts would
uphold basic constitutional rights or at the
least give us due process. It appears we
were wrong.
We will not comment on the dispatch and
the timing of the so- called restraining order
which was granted a day after it was filed on
May 25, and issued on May 26, a Friday.
We will not also comment on the background of the judge who issued it.
We will not also comment on the alleged
petitioner's background, one Jose Laurel III,
the chairman and president of the so-called
Philippine-Indonesia Friendship Society
who virtually labelled us collaborators and
cohorts of the brave East Timorese resistance moment, a distinction actually, rather
than an indictment. Nor will we comment on
this group's history or objectives. We will
not even comment on the composition of
PHILINDO, four of whom are said to be the
children of this Jose Laurel III.
There are even other desperate moves to
sow confusion about the conference. We
have reports that an invitation letter purportedly signed by me [Renato Constantino
Jr] has been circulating in Mindanao announcing APCET's postponement to next
month at the Sheraton Hotel. This is untrue.
Suffice it to say that I still have to personally receive the so-called restraining order and our battery of lawyers are preparing
for our legal moves, if there should be any.
Suffice it to say that the Asia-Pacific
Conference on East Timor will go on as
scheduled.
And if I may quote one high government
official who boasted about the government's

other recourse to this magnified issue: we
too the organisers are not defenceless. We
will never follow any unlawful order. But
other supporters have indicated their desire
to contest this alleged restraining order at
the Supreme Court.
The conference will go on. The truth that
Indonesia and its collaborators and cohorts
in the Philippine government vainly want to
suppress about East Timor will be told.
And that truth is sadly what is also happening now in the Philippines, the 28th province of Suharto's Indonesia.
For the more than 200,000 East Timorese
killed since 1975, the conference will be
their vindication, their resurrection.
And surely, ours too

PORTUGUESE LECTURER
DEPORTED
TAPOL report, 30 May 1994
Dr Susan Castillo a senior lecturer at
Oporto University who arrived in Manila
yesterday, Sunday, to attend the Asia- Pacific Conference on East Timor, was immediately deported and is on her way back to
Portugal.
She was to have attended the conference
on behalf of the President of the University.
It is understood that her name was on the
most recent blacklist issued by the Philippine Department of Immigration

ADITJONDRO ON MANILA
CONFERENCE
Editor, 2 June 1994
The introductory section is excluded. the
interview of George Aditjondro is given
unabridged
-------------------Q. Why is the Indonesian government so
sensitive about the (Manila) conference?
A. If it were being held far away in
Europe or the USA, it would not be a problem. Even holding it in Australia, even
though it is nearby, would not be a problem
because Australia is anti-Indonesia anyway
regarding East Timor. But because it is being
held in a neighbouring state, it makes it possible for many Indonesians to go. Publicity
about it will also reach Indonesia.
Q. What is the effect?
A. The image that has been built up at
such great cost and effort that the majority
of the people of East Timor are happy with
integration can be shattered if the conference
takes place. Because (Indonesians) would
for the first time meet with people like
Ramos-Horta, and possibly other people
who have access to East Timor and who
would also present a difference image.
Q. Are there any other reasons?
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A. The ferocity of the reaction is meant
as a way of preventing Indonesians from
having the courage to attend. It's a doubleedged sword. On the one hand to force the
Philippines to knuckled under to Indonesia's
wishes while on the other hand dampening
the eagerness of human rights activists to
attend.
Q. Are there any other reasons?
A. It so happens that the question of
East Timor is also a matter for Catholics in
the Philippines. It's different from the Moro
question in the Philippines or the Fathani in
South Thailand. These are seen as being
matters for Muslims. It is easy to arouse
solidarity in support of the Muslim Moro
people and for the Fathani, but not to support Aceh. That's also a Muslim question,
isn't it?
Q. So, it means that the question of East
Timor is quite complicated?
A. I think that this conference can shatter
all of Indonesia's intentions. Both at the
official level as well as at the unofficial level,
such as the efforts by Tutut who is trying
to create the impression that all East
Timorese are happy with integration. And
in order to create this image, she is pouring
out huge amounts of money. She is funding
the Roving Ambassador [Lopes da Cruz].
She funded the London meeting, the visits of
Portuguese to Indonesia. Despite all special
effects [original, English] the Foreign Ministry has undertaken, there are still embassies
who support the struggle of the East
Timorese, for instance in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific.
Q. So, has this come as a shock?
A. I can well imagine the reaction of
Alatas or Tutut. After having spent so much
money, all of a sudden a conference is convened to bring together all people who support East Timor's right to selfdetermination. This is like pricking the balloon of myths so that it will explode. Suddenly this happens so close to home, especially in a neighbouring country where people hold jazz festivals, whereas we prefer
keroncong. The fact that we are so afraid
only goes to show how weak the prointegration arguments are.
Q. What is the map of world opinion
about East Timor?
A. What standards are there? It is quite
difficult at the UN which on most occasions
only deals with burning issues. A while ago,
it was Iraq/Kuwait, now it's Bosnia. As for
the human rights aspect at the UN, East
Timor has always been on the agenda. Only,
the emphasis has changed from time to time,
depending on behind-the-scenes lobbying. In
1993 [sic, should be 1992 and 1994], there
was a chairman's consensus so as not to
disturb the Indonesian-Portuguese dialogue
under UN auspices. The year before [this
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should be 1993], the US which had never
voted [in favour], did so this time, with the
result that Amos Wako was sent to East
Timor twice.
Q. What's the significance of all this?
A. The issue [of East Timor] has been
maintained since 1975 at the UN, meaning
that it is very durable. Just as durable as the
question of Palestine. This is really a problem. Many Indonesians are very anti-Israel
because they believe that it has ignored UN
resolutions. But people in Indonesia don't
realise that on the question of East Timor,
we too have ignored UN resolutions. This
shows that there is a similarity between the
fate of the Palestinians and the fate of the
Maubere people. They both depend on
world politics. The problem for East Timor
is that it doesn't have the support of a powerful block. And also, Indonesia is seen
abroad as a Muslim country which means
that the Arab countries always support
Indonesia in UN voting.
Q. Does this mean that the government is
beginning to lose its self-confidence?
A. Indeed, there's no synchronisation between the Foreign Ministry and the Defence
Ministry. The Foreign Ministry has recently signed a communiqué in Geneva saying that we are ready to have dialogue with
anti-integration groups. On the other hand,
there have been arrests in Java and Dili of
anti- integration people. The commander of
korem in Dili has said that if the clandestine
emerge, 'I will crush them'. Crushing people
is quite different from dialogue, isn't it? This
week, two people were arrested in Malang.
Q. What about the pilgrimage to Fatima?
A. People can go on pilgrimage to
Lourdes. Sandang Sono wouldn't cost anywhere near as much money. So why go to
Fatima? This is so that Lopes da Cruz and
his crowd can have an honourable reason for
going to Portugal and when he's there,
spread his vision among people in Portugal.
So far, the government hasn't spoken to any
anti-integration people. All that has happened is the arrests.
Q. So what should they be doing?
A. By allowing Indonesians to go to the
conference, it would give Indonesia the opportunity for an honourable way to change
direction. To show to the outside world that
Indonesia is a democratic country. That it's
possible for there to be differences of opinion on the question of East Timor in Indonesia. And that there is a willingness to hold
dialogue with pro-independence East
Timorese. But now things have got even
worse.
Q. What about Mbak Tutut's mission?
A. Her mission is tied up with economic
interests. Also from the other end. She has
imported [probably should read, exported]
textiles from Sritex, Sukaharjo. This textile
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has been woven among others by 20 East
Timorese women. The same goes for Galvão
de Melo, a retired air force marshal who is
very right-wing. Tutut's partners in Portugal
are industrialists as well as East Timorese
who now side with Alatas.
Q. What's the meaning of all this?
A. In my opinion, they see Portugal as an
entry point into the European market from
the south. We have good relations in the
north with Germany, the Netherlands and
Britain but not with the south. The good
points in southern Europe are Spain and
Portugal, especially now that European
integration is becoming so powerful and the
economy is growing. Through the intermediary of Portuguese firms, Indonesia can gain
an entry point into Portuguese-speaking
countries like Brazil. So, there's a lot of
interest in gaining a greater share of the economic cake if only the voices for independence can be silenced.
Q. What do you mean?
A. It isn't possible to send economic missions officially because we don't have diplomatic relations. Diplomatic relations with
Portugal will have to be normalised without
East Timor getting its independence. This is
the mission impossible which Tutut has set
herself. Indonesia-Portugal relations can
only be normalised without the decolonisation of East Timor if the government there is
replaced by a very right-wing one. So, this
all means that petty intervention in the Philippines isn't enough. Indonesia also has to
mount a CIA- style operation in Portugal.
And Tutut's political partners in Portugal
are people with the potential to bring about
a switch to the right. At the moment, people
are looking to the left. But there's such a
thing as left-centre, isn't there? And Mario
Soares is a social democrat.

CARDINAL SIN APOLOGISES
TO BELO
AP, 30 May 1994
One section of the story, unabridged
On Monday, Cardinal Jaime L. Sin,
archbishop of Manila, added his voice to
those condemning the Ramos government
for trying to stop the conference.
In a letter to the Roman Catholic bishop
of East Timor, Sin said he was sorry to "see
the political leaders of my own country
giving in to the pressure of a foreign nation".
"The decision is nothing less than foolish," Sin added. He noted that Filipinos
themselves suffered under an autocratic
government during the rule of the late
strongman Ferdinand Marcos, who was
ousted in 1986. Ramos was one of the leaders in the mutiny against Marcos.

"I am distressed that our leaders have so
easily forgotten that the best way to express
to God our gratitude for a newfound freedom is to help those who are still suffering
to gain theirs," he said.
"How short is our memory and how
thoughtless we could become only a few
years after our own liberation," Sin added.
"As a Filipino citizen and as a brother in
faith, I apologise for the ineptitude of my
political leaders to spearhead the growth of
freedom and dignity in our region.

UPDATE ON MANILA
CONFERENCE
Here are extracts of various wire-service
reports that are coming up fast and furious
from Manila and Jakarta:
Date 30 May 1994

INDONESIAN ACTIVISTS VOW TO
ATTEND
Jakarta, Reuter
Indonesian human rights activists and
academics barred from attending a meeting
on East Timor in Manila this week will defy
the ban by sending younger activists in their
place, an Indonesian invitee said Monday.
George Aditjondro, an academic from
East Java, said that ten air tickets assigned
to Indonesian participants had been transferred to other Indonesians not included on a
blacklist of nearly forty names drawn up by
the Philippines Government.
"It seems that people on the list were
from the older generation but there are
younger human rights activists from various
cities in Indonesia who have been given our
tickets," he said by phone from Salatiga.
Nobel peace prize laureate Mairead
Maguire and American profession [from
Oporto University, Portugal] have so far
been expelled after arriving in Manila.
Immigration officials kept a watch-list of
prohibited foreign delegates and scrutinised
every foreign arrival, checking the names on
their passports against the list before allowing them through.
Aditjondro said Indonesians organising
their part in the conference, which was due
to start on Tuesday, would not reveal names
of those trying to enter the Philippines in
order not to jeopardise their chances of
slipping through.
--------------

FOREIGN DELEGATES GIVE PRESS
CONFERENCE
AP, Manila
At least ten foreigners, including Americans, Britons, Australians, Portuguese, Canadians, Dutch and Indians, managed to
enter the country despite the ban.
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They appeared on Monday in a press
conference to denounce both Indonesia for
its East Timor policies and Ramos for
knuckling under to Jakarta. They claimed
they received 'disinformation' letters saying
the conference had been postponed.
American Charles Scheiner read a letter
signed by 15 delegates saying they were
deeply distressed at government efforts to
block the conference.
Max Lane a former researcher for the
Australian Senate claimed (sic) 200,000 East
Timorese have died since annexation.
"People should be very aware that the
Ramos government decision to cuddle up"
to Indonesia "could turn out to be a very
short-term benefit" when the Jakarta leadership falls, he said.
-----------------

PHILIPPINES SENATOR WARNS OF
REPRISAL OVER MITTERAND BAN
AP, Manila
A Philippine senator warned Monday of
possible diplomatic repercussions over the
government's decision to ban the wife of
French president, Francois Mitterand, from
attending a conference on East Timor. She
was among 34 foreigners whose names appeared on a blacklist, denied entry to attend
the East Timor conference.
Sen. Francisco Tatad said the ban had
created "a larger diplomatic and political
crisis with immediate, unpleasant consequences for the Ramos government in many
parts of the world".
Tatad, vice chairman of the Senate foreign
relations committee, said France could bar
Ramos' wife, Amelita, from a planned visit
to France next month.
Tatad said in a statement that the flap
over the conference should lead to a complete overhaul of the government's foreign
policy entourage

IRISH DEPARTMENT OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS WAITS
FOR BRIEFING FROM
MAGUIRE, HYLAND
Irish Times, 30 May 1994. By Paul O'Neill
The Department of Foreign Affairs has
said it will require a briefing from the East
Timor Ireland Solidarity Campaign before it
decides on an official response to the deportation from the Philippines of two representatives of the campaign.
Nobel Peace Prize winner, Mr Mairead
Maguire, and the co- ordinator of the campaign, Tom Hyland, claimed yesterday that
the Filipino authorities had bowed to pressure from the Indonesian government when
it banned foreigners from attending the Asia-

Pacific Conference on East Timor which is
taking place in Manila.
Mr Hyland said that one-third of the
population of East Timor - about 200,000
people - had been killed since the invasion in
1975.
Ms Maguire said she believed in advance
of her departure that she and Mr Hyland
had a 50:50 chance of being allowed to attend. But they were met by immigration
officials and deported.
The two were refused entry despite representations by the Department of Foreign
Affairs. A Department spokesman said
yesterday that Irish diplomats had contacted their Filipino counterparts in Beijing
and London in advance of the trip by Ms
Maguire and Mr Hyland.
He also said that Department officials
would meet representatives of the East
Timor Ireland Solidarity Campaign if it requested such a meeting. "At that stage we
will decide what to do," he said.
A spokesman for the group, Mr McPartlan said that the Irish consul in the Philippines who was out of the country at the
time of the deportations had sent a representative to the airport in Manila but he was
refused access to Ms Maguire and Mr
Hyland.
Mr Hyland said that he deeply regretted
that the administration of President Ramos
in the Philippines "felt threatened by free
discussion of human rights abuses in East
Timor" to the extent that it would not allow
foreign delegates to participate in a meeting.
"I feel that pressuring the Philippines to
exclude us from the country is yet another
example of Indonesia throwing its weight
about in Southeast Asia," he added.
Ms Maguire and Mr Hyland were met
by the Lord Mayor of Dublin, Mr Tomas
MacCilillo when they arrived at Dublin
airport yesterday. Also present to meet
them were Democratic Left leader, Mr
Pronsias De Kossa, Fianna Fail MEP, Mr
Niall Andrews, and the Green Party's European candidate for Dublin, Ms Patricia
McKenna.
Ms Maguire released a copy of the address which she intended to deliver at the
conference. In it she criticised the British
government for supplying arms and weapons to Indonesia; the US administration
because, she said, it knew in advance of the
planned invasion of East Timor; and Australia "for standing back and watching the invasion" and for exploiting East Timor's oil
reserves
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ATMOSPHERE TENSE FOR
TIMORESE IN FATIMA
Publico, 15 May 1994
By Carlos Camponez. Abridged
Translated from Portuguese
The 41 Timorese pilgrims left Fatima
yesterday after mass in the Chapel of the
Apparitions. However, the atmosphere was
tense during their final moments in the Sanctuary of Peace. There was a considerable
police presence, to avoid the religious ceremony turning into a protest against Indonesia's occupation of East Timor.
Eleven young people, nine of whom were
Timorese, took communion wearing black
shirts bearing inscriptions in Portuguese and
Tetum, which said "We pray together for
the 200,000 Timorese murdered by Indonesia". Police stayed to stop any protest.
Susana Bras, supporter of selfdetermination for East Timor, tried to hold
up a banner with "Timor is Suffering" written on it, in the middle of the ceremony, but
was prevented from doing so, after a few
words from security.
At night, in front of the hotel in Leiria in
which the pilgrims and Lopes da Cruz were
staying, about three dozen demonstrators
placed banners with inscriptions protesting
against the occupation of East Timor, and lit
candles in memory of the victims. Returning
from dinner, Lopes da Cruz and others of
the group had to force their way into the
hotel, with help from security, after their car
had broken through the ranks of demonstrators in their way..

XANANA WANTS
RECONCILIATION
He has views in common with Araújo
Bishop prays for self-determination
Expresso, 14 May 1994. Translated from
Portuguese. Abridged
Yesterday, after religious ceremonies in
Fatima, the Indonesian ambassador, Lopes
da Cruz, and the 42 Timorese pilgrims were
confronted with a small demonstration as
they left the sanctuary. .. In Fatima, where
he said he was going to pray for world
peace, Lopes da Cruz did not get the reception which the letter sent to the Bishop of
Leiria-Fatima,, Mnsgr. Serafim Ferreira, by
Bishop Ximenes Belo had given him hopes
for. The Bishop of Dili had asked that
"kindness and help" be given to the prointegration Timorese pilgrims. In response,
Mnsgr. Serrafim Ferreira said that, in fact,
East Timor would always be in his
thoughts. During the Rosary, the prelate
said: "I am not going to forget my brothers
who were massacred over the past 19 years"
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adding later that he was unable to forget "the
fight, whether it takes place in the mountains of East Timor, or elsewhere, namely at
the UN". And, in case Lopes da Cruz was in
any doubt, Mnsgr. Ferreira concluded "I am
going to pray for self-determination, for
human rights" in East Timor. Four church
groups - Catholic Students Movement,
JOC, Pax Christi and Peace and Justice
Movement - addressed a letter to the proIndonesia Timorese with a similar message.
Yesterday, Ali Alatas expressed his dissatisfaction with poor reception given to
Lopes da Cruz. The Indonesian Foreign
Minister criticised the Portuguese Government for not ensuring his ambassador's security, and that of his group. According to the
Resistance, some members of that group are
Suharto's agents, such as a man called
Hamdjan Landolo and a women, Oey Kwie
Lian, who is posing as a representative of an
Indonesian travel agency.
While Lopes da Cruz announces that "the
situation is improving" in the territory, the
Indonesian military reported five arrests in
late April. The five Timorese, now in detention, had been demonstrating in front of
foreign journalists staying in a Dili hotel,
waving a banner with a picture of Xanana
Gusmão.

LOPES DA CRUZ
INTERVIEWED: "ALATAS
HAS SPOKEN WITH RAMOS
HORTA"
Expresso, 14 May 1994
By Mario Robalo. Translated from Portuguese. Abridged
In late April 1975, 8 months before the
invasion of East Timor, an Indonesian secret
service military official, Colonel Sugianto,
considered Francisco Lopes da Cruz to be a
supporter of annexation. The Timorese who
has managed to rise highest in the Indonesian hierarchy - itinerant ambassador - was
founder and Chairman of UDT, the
Timorese party which, together with Apodeti, asked Suharto to send his troops to
Dili.
In his first visit to Portugal, Lopes da
Cruz dismisses the atmosphere of terror,
recently denounced by journalists, which
still prevails in his country. He rejects the
armed Resistance, and says that the Indonesian military only seek the well-being of the
Timorese people. The words of someone
who has never had problems with being an
Indonesian citizen.
Expresso: What is your comment on the
reception which the Timorese gave you at
Lisbon Airport?
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F. Lopes da Cruz: I was expecting it, although I never imagined it would go so far,
since we are all Timorese, even though our
ideologies are different. We came for religious purposes.
Expresso: How did the idea of this pilgrimage come about?
F.L.C.: The idea emerged after the confidence building measures, agreed last year
between the Foreign Ministers. After thinking about it, I contacted the Diocese of Dili
to see if anyone was interested. Then, in
February, I brought the initiative to the
attention of Pres. Suharto.
Expresso: Did you ask for Pres. Suharto's
consent?
F.L.C.: Not his consent exactly. We just
wanted to know his position, given that
Portugal and Indonesia have no diplomatic
relations. It was therefore necessary to get
the approval of both nations, first Indonesia's, in order to arrange exit permits, and
then Portugal's, to obtain entry permits,
which we were only granted on 7 May, just
a day before leaving Jakarta.
Expresso: Did you choose the pilgrims?
F.L.C.: No. Those who wanted to come,
and who had the means, came. The pilgrimage was publicised in the Cathedral and
churches in Dili.
Expresso: Did the Indonesian Government give financial support?
F.L.C. No. It simply gave us permission
to go.
Expresso: Are you going to meet with
any Government official in Portugal?
F.L.C. I have no meetings with Government members scheduled.
Expresso: But, if some member of the
Government wishes to speak to you, will
you accept or don't you have instructions
from Jakarta?
F.L.C.: I have not been instructed not to
accept an informal invitation.
Expresso: And officially - are you not
authorised?
F.L.C.: Officially, I have no credential. I
am here as a pilgrim.
Expresso: Have you had any contact
with Timorese?
F.L.C.: Many, many contacts. I have already received over one hundred Timorese.
Expresso: Were they pro and antiIndonesia?
F.L.C.: Yes, from both sides. But we did
not talk politics, but just about the families.
What we can do is make a contribution, so
that the two Ministers (Barroso and Alatas)
reach a conclusion, accepted internationally,
which benefits the people of Timor.
Expresso: Last Friday, the Foreign Ministers agreed to talk with Timorese in favour
and against integration. Is this recognition of
the London reconciliation meeting?

F.L.C.: It could be, indirectly, but the
Timorese have to say what they think, especially since there are still differences between those, the majority, who already
accept that Timor is an integral part of Indonesia and those who are outside Timor. I
believe that Timor belongs to everyone.
Expresso: Has Minister Alatas agreed to
talk to the Resistance?
F.L.C.: Yes, that is nothing new. Minister Alatas has already met Timorese leaders,
such as Ramos Horta...Not officially, but
what is important is that they have actually
met, isn't it?
Expresso: It is also important for Ali
Alatas to listen to what Xanana has to say
F.L.C.: Oh yes, he certainly can. He can
listen to Xanana.
Expresso: You maintain that the majority
of Timorese accept integration.
F.L.C.:. That is the way I see it, because
from the beginning, Apodeti and UDT, accepted integration, opposing one single
party - Fretilin.
Expresso: What about the demonstrations against Indonesia?
F.L.C.: They are demonstrations by a
few individuals, between ten and twenty.
But because the matter is being discussed
internationally, their impact is blown out of
all proportion.
Expresso: Would it not be good if Indonesia accepted a referendum, supervised by
the UN?
F.L.C.: As I said, for us, the matter is
over with. There was a referendum on
Timor once, and there are not going to be
any more.
Expresso: Was a referendum ever held?
F.L.C.: Yes, at the time of the declaration
of integration in 1976. It was not a referendum as such. it was not the people directly,
but the people's representatives who opted
for integration.
Expresso: What is the social and military
situation in Timor now?
F.L.C.: It is better. Recently, two groups
of journalists, national and foreign, visited
Timor, and they say that the situation is
better, compared to years ago.
Expresso: However, the matter of the
12th November has still not been totally
resolved.
F.L.C.: Not yet, especially with regard to
the missing people.
Expresso: Do you confirm that there are
people missing?
F.L.C.: Yes, there still are. The official
numbers, I don't know whether it's 40 or 50
people, have already been given to the UN.
Expresso: But why does that situation
persist?
F.L.C.: Indonesia is big, and they can
hide in any one of the islands.
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Expresso: Do Timorese enjoy the same
rights as Indonesian citizens?
F.L.C. I usually describe what we have as
positive discrimination: if a Timorese and
someone from Sumatra are competing in the
same conditions for the same objective, and
there is only one place, it goes to the
Timorese.
Expresso: What about senior administrative posts? F.L.C.: Yes, the autonomous
services are mostly occupied by Timorese.
Expresso: Is Timor autonomous?
F.L.C.: In certain respects it is, but not
economically. In that aspect we are totally
dependent on central government.
Expresso: Weren't efforts made to develop the territory?
F.L.C.: Development is underway, but it
still has not reached the same level as in
other provinces. Our annual budget is only
about 5% of what we need for Timor's development. The other 95% comes from
central government.
Expresso: There are different versions
about the number of political prisoners in
Timor.
F.L.C.: I do not know the exact number,
in Jakarta.. .four or five of those who took
part in the demonstrations and in Timor
there are also some.
Expresso: In connection with the talks
with Portugal, shouldn't one sign of President Suharto's good will be to allow freedom
of expression in Timor?
F.L.C.: The President has the power to
do that, but he also has to take the law into
account which does not allow freedom of
expression.
Expresso: But the people are still complaining. Bishop Belo himself recently denounced the excessive military presence.
F.L.C.: Yes, but most of the military are
involved in kinds of social action rather than
combat. They help the new towns (strategic
villages) which are being created. They help
to build houses. I think that the journalists
also went to one of those towns and saw
this for themselves.
Expresso: How many military are in
Timor?
F.L.C.: I have no idea, but according to
the most recent reports, six or seven battalions.
Expresso: How many men are in each
battalion?
F.L.C.: There must be over one thousand
men.
Expresso: And most are carrying out social action?
F.L.C.: One battalion is for combat, while
the other six or seven are occupied in these
social-type operations.
Expresso: Is the guerrilla still being felt?
F.L.C.: No. According to the reports I have

received, among the guerrillas each is fighting
for his own survival.
Expresso: Do you think the guerrilla has
been defeated?
F.L.C.: It has been defeated, totally defeated.
Expresso: The current Governor, Abilio
Osorio, also said that the guerrilla would
disappear. However, Konis Santana is still
sending out messages about actions..
F.L.C.: Of course, he leads one part of
the guerrilla group, but there are also others
operating quite independently.
Expresso: Are you saying that there is a
split in the Resistance?
F.L.C.: Yes, there is a split and, militarily, they have no representation.
Expresso: What about the people..
F.L.C.: the people are seeing reality inside and outside Timor, especially after the
visit of the 24 (Timorese, resident in Portugal, invited by Jakarta), they realise they are
being used for the financial benefit of certain
individuals outside Timor.
Expresso: Are you saying that the people
realise that the guerrillas are merely serving
the interests of a few people..
F.L.C.: Well, I think that there are certain
individuals outside Timor who are using
Timor for their own personal interests
which are of no benefit to Timor.
Expresso: Who are you referring to?
F.L.C.: Some people living outside
Timor. It is said that they are fighting for
Timor, some are really Timorese.
Expresso: Is there going to be a repeat of
the reconciliation process that was started in
London?
F.L.C.: Yes, possibly in Rome, in June or
July.
Expresso: What message would you leave
for Timorese outside Timor?
F.L.C.: I would advise them to really
serve and help Timor and not use Timor to
help themselves.
Expresso: Would you advise them to return to Timor?
Expresso: They can do a lot here outside
Timor, but I would ask one thing of them that they help Timor, but not use Timor to
help themselves.

ADDITIONAL INFO ABOUT
DILI ARRESTS
The following information was received
from a spokesperson for the East Timorese
student movement. [Although all 4 names
were previously reported by Amnesty International and the CNRM, additional information is provided.]
Arrested
all are students
Lucas Tilman 25
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Pantaleao S. 25
Miguel M. 20
Marcos de Araújo 26
Marcos de Araújo, who was beaten by
the military and was in a military hospital in
Dili, escaped and is still at large.
Johny Lumintang of the Dili military
command has said that they will be put on
trial and are accused of attempting to embarrass the Indonesian government.

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE
Publico, 13 May 1994
By Jill Jolliffe. Translated from Portuguese.
The spectacle of Timorese attacking
Timorese at Lisbon airport was particularly
unpleasant, but the involvement of Portuguese citizens made it even more regrettable.
When, I published "Timor, Bloody Land"
in 1988, I argued that it was not an issue
between Portugal and Indonesia, but rather a
question of human rights, which ought to be
dealt with impartially. It was important to
emphasise that as there was a danger that, if
the case were dealt with as a matter of offence to Portuguese honour, the rights of the
people of East Timor would inevitably be
relegated to second place and end up by
being forgotten, just as they had been in
Portugal between 1975 and 1980.
Unfortunately, that very process is now
underway.
When the Portuguese demonstrators were
involved in the attack on Francisco Lopes da
Cruz and his wife, their banners might as
well have read "Timor is Ours!", since that
was the logic behind their actions. The
Timorese cause is rapidly becoming a chauvinist campaign sponsored by the State,
reminiscent of the patriotic "Green March"
of 1975 in Morocco.
The attitudes of the demonstrators were
a reflection of those of the militant extremists in Jakarta, responsible for the Santa
Cruz massacre, who must have been overjoyed to see the Jakarta newspaper headlines about the reception given to Lopes da
Cruz. They strengthened the arguments of
those who oppose the concessions made by
Jakarta and the search for neutral ground for
a diplomatic settlement.
It is not, therefore, surprising that, in
spite of government promises to defend the
interests of Timor, the negotiations under
UN auspices have become a sterile ritual, in
which the Portuguese minister makes a few
politically correct statements and, without
the slightest urgency, agrees to meet the
Indonesian minister again 8 months later,
probably to go through the same ritual again.
Making noises just to show the world
Portugal's rectitude will, unfortunately,
neither bring any peace to East Timor nor
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constitute any foreign policy. However, at
present, with a little imagination and flexibility, Portugal could achieve significant progress: even without the signing of a peace
settlement, it could at least obtain some
specific improvements in Timor conducive
to that end.
Last week's Geneva talks illustrate this.
Indonesian sources state that a proposal to
Portugal had previously been made on the
possibility of opening an "interests section"
in another embassy in Jakarta. "Interest
sections" are a tradition according to which a
country may be represented without there
having to be official recognition: the Americans, for example, adopted such a scheme in
the case of Havana. According to this offer,
Portugal could open an office in Jakarta and
Portuguese diplomats could travel regularly
to East Timor to monitor the human rights
situation there. Such a possibility had been
rejected.
It re-emerged now in Geneva, with new
trimmings, as part of a settlement proposed
by Boutros Ghali but apparently designed
by the Portuguese Government in cooperation with the Timorese leader Jose RamosHorta. Maintaining political correctness, the
stakes had increased: Portugal would open a
special interests section if Jakarta consented
to the opening of a UN post, in Dili, to
monitor human rights. Jakarta refused and
Ramos-Horta was furious.
Who has the moral authority to reject
significant concessions made by Jakarta,
when East Timorese are still dying, and
when no concessions at all had been made
for most of the last 19 years? This is in no
way a question of capitulating before Jakarta or not. Shouldn't Jakarta be encouraged
when it makes a concession, however minor
it may be?
In light of the Government's omission to
unequivocally condemn the incidents as
soon as they had occurred, did the bucket of
excrement thrown over Lopes da Cruz symbolise the primitive nature of current Portuguese foreign policy - to empty a bucket
over Jakarta and feel justified in the eyes of
the world?
If these words seem harsh, it is not because I wish to aggravate the conflict which
divides the Timorese, and in which, regrettably, non-Timorese are playing an increasingly active role. Neither are they meant to
offend the Timorese, who I know were reacting out of the pain and anger of personal
suffering - I have friends on both sides of
the conflict who, I realise, act according to
their consciences.
There are people, in both Lisbon and Jakarta, who want the war to continue, even
while there are indications that, with skillful
diplomacy, peace could be achieved in the
short or medium term.
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Every war ends with negotiations with
the enemy. But, when in 1983 - before it
became fashionable - Xanana started peace
talks with official Indonesian bodies, his
initiative won only ambiguous support from
groups like the CDPM and Tapol. Some
solidarity groups became, either unconsciously or consciously, warmongers. As an
East Timorese says: "It became a trade, in
which we are the raw material".
That also happened in the Vietnam war.
When, during a meeting in London of an
anti-war movement - with all its proud subculture - the news arrived that the Vietcong
had decided to negotiate a peace settlement
with the Americans, one of the heroes of
that movement stood up, and shouted angrily "They've betrayed us!".
It is time for the non-Timorese to listen
humbly to the views of the Timorese, give
them some breathing space, and give peace a
chance.
I must admit, honestly, that I do not
know to what extent "reconciliation" is an
Indonesian political maneuver. What I do
know is that it has been falsely presented in
Portugal, especially by solidarity groups. I
also know that there are indications of a
perestroika in Indonesia and that it is up to
those in Timor to exploit any opportunity
for peace: the proposal might turn out to be
false, but we will not know that until it has
been studied. Although some supporters of
reconciliation say the opposite is true, the
armed resistance is still strong and watchful
in Timor and it might, therefore, be worth
taking the risk.
Portugal has contributed quite a lot over
the past years. Please, Foreign Minister,
apply the expertise you used in the admirable negotiations of the Bicesse settlement, in
the case of Timor - and not the failures of
the post-Bicesse period. Don't let the mistakes of 1975 repeat themselves again in
Timor.

RESPONSES: "GIVE PEACE A
CHANCE"
Publico, 15 May 1994
Letter to the Editor by Antonio Pinto Pereira
Unabridged, Translated from Portuguese
The article entitled "Give Peace a
Chance" by Jill Jolliffe, published on 13th
May, refers to "the ambiguous support of
groups such as the CDPM" (Maubere People's Rights Commission) for the talks held
in March 1983 between Commander Xanana
Gusmão and Colonel Purwanto, the occupation military forces' predominant era, which
resulted in a cease fire agreement, the terms
of which, as we know, were not respected
by the Jakarta regime.

As I was involved at that time in the actions carried out by that Timor solidarity
organisation, I wish to clarify the following:
The CDPM only learned of the talks
nearly three months after they had been
held. Given their importance and significance, - not only did they signify a degree of
alleviation in the military pressure being
brought to bear on the people, but also the
political recognition of the Resistance - the
CDPM organised various initiatives designed to publicise the talks, both at governmental and Portuguese public opinion
levels.
So, that summer, the CDPM discussed
with the then Foreign Minister, Dr. Jaime
Gama, the significance of the talks and their
possible impact on Portuguese foreign policy.
The CDPM edited and publicised the
peace plan throughout the Timorese Resistance.
It organised actions to publicise the plan,
including distribution in the streets, exhibitions, etc.
I find it hard to see any "ambiguous support" in those initiatives.
Many of us who collaborate, or collaborated in the CDPM, came to life politically
in the fight against the Portuguese colonialfascist regime. We learned from our own
experience - and not just from books or
newspaper articles - the value of the peace
and freedom of peoples. That is why we
feel solidarity with the Timorese people,
and with what is universal about their struggle - respect for human dignity.

CDPM RESPONDS:
PATERNALISTIC VISION OF TIMOR
Publico, 15 May 1994
By Luis Filipe Paulo (CDPM)
Francisca Assis Teixeira, 12 November
Association)
Translated from Portuguese. Unabridged
In her article published on 13 May in
Publico, Jill Jolliffe argues that a nucleus of
non-Timorese, referred to as Portuguese
solidarity, is substituting the Timorese
themselves, thereby becoming one of the
main obstacles in the way of a peaceful
negotiated settlement to the East Timor
issue, and is, therefore, responsible for the
prolongation of the conflict and the suffering
of the Timorese.
Contrary to the author's stated intentions, this assessment of Portuguese solidarity's role objectively underestimates the part
played by the Timorese and is based on a
very paternalistic evaluation of their real
importance in the recent historic process. If
the Timorese had not persisted in their resistance, at the expense of their own blood
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(essentially within their occupied homeland
but also outside it), and stood up for their
rights against the "realism" of interests, then
East Timor would have been erased from
international agenda a long time ago, regardless of the extent of public opinion's solidarity or sympathy from other States.
However, we do not propose to discuss
Jill Jolliffe's views here. What we find unacceptable is that, to support her arguments,
the author resorts to manifest falsehoods,
when referring to an alleged involvement of
Portuguese citizens in the incident at Lisbon
airport with Indonesian ambassador Lopes
da Cruz. Such involvement simply did not
exist, as dozens of witnesses at the scene,
including many journalists, have testified.
As Jill Jolliffe is reporting without having
first- hand knowledge of the facts - because
she was not there when it happened, and
because she has no documentary evidence to
support her statements (which are clearly
contradicted by TV coverage of the incident)
it may only be surmised that she based her
statements on biased accounts from third
parties. This is most regrettable in a professional journalist.

REBUTTAL: 'GIVE PEACE A
CHANCE'
letter to the editor from Jill Jolliffe
Publico, 26/5/94
The accusation in the letter titled 'Give
peace a chance? from Luis Filipe Paulo and
Francisca Assis Teixeira (Publico 15/5/94)
that I was paternalistic does not have any
foundation. It is obvious that it is the
Timorese who have been responsible for the
grand changes in world public opinion, because of their extraordinary and courageous
struggle. If, as seems possible, Suharto and
Alatas are rethinking their policy towards
Timor and are trying to find a way out,
because they recognise defeat, it is thanks to
the Timorese - especially the younger generation, who initiated the urban rebellion in
1989. I salute their courage.
Right now, the principal problem is to
know how to open a way forward to a negotiated solution. There is no easy answer, but
I know that fundamentalist and absolutist
attitudes do not help - attitudes which are
more common in the groups far away from
Timor than in the Timorese community
itself. These groups have a tendency to
adopt a fixed, dogmatic position while the
actual situation requires imagination, flexibility and intelligence.
So as to guarantee the support of the
Portuguese people surely the Timor cause
has to be built upon solid foundations and
pre-empt neo- colonialist temptations.
Should not these foundations be based on
the expression of Timorese nationalism and

the fight for human rights, including selfdetermination?
I am concerned that offended patriotism
and the maneuvering by groups with other
interests outside the struggle may cause the
Timorese to be completely forgotten about as well as leading thousands of wellintentioned Portuguese, who support the
Timorese cause, up a blind alley.
Regarding the 1983 cease-fire which was
referred to in the letter from Antonio Pinto
Pereira in the same edition of Publico, the
response is simple: the external front of the
resistance and the CDPM refused, over a
period of weeks, to make public the material
which Xanana Gusmão had sent with the
intention that it should be made known. Up
to today, one part of this material is being
suppressed. When it finally became public
knowledge, it was no longer news and , for
this reason, the cease-fire did occupy the
front pages of the newspapers at world level
and did not have the impact which it merited.
There was incompetence in this story,
but also there was an orthodox radicalism,
which did not accept that Timorese could
negotiate with the Indonesians. It is probable that the cease-fire would have failed
whether or which, but it was an inadequately grasped opportunity. there have
been 11 years of war and death since then.
Signed: Jill Jolliffe, (journalist), Lisbon

RE-REBUTTAL: SLANDER ON
TIMOR
Publico, 1 June 1994
By Maubere People's Rights Commission (CDPM), Lisbon
Unabridged, Translated from Portuguese
If it were not for the barefaced slander
which, once again, Jill Jolliffe has directed
towards the Maubere People's Rights
Commission (CDPM), we would not bother
lowering ourselves, again, to address the
anti-solidarity criticism, which this Australian journalist has suddenly embarked upon.
She knows that what she wrote in the letter published in Publico's 26th May edition
is a lie.
The CDPM has never refused to publicise material from the Timorese resistance
(namely that referring to the cease-fire
agreement of 1983), when it has had access
to it. The CDPM is one of the organisations
in solidarity with the Timorese people's
struggle which has attached most importance to the publication of documents coming out of East Timor, in particular, those
from the Timorese resistance. This is easily
proven, and has been expressly acknowledged by many Timorese, as well as resistance leaders, including Xanana Gusmão and
Konis Santana.
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We would also like to clarify that in 1983
the "external front of the resistance", to
which Jill Jolliffe refers, did not exist. What
was in existence then was the Fretilin Delegation in Service Abroad (Delegacao da Fretilin em Servico no Exterior - DFSE), which
was led by Abilio Araújo.

PEACE INSTEAD OF
CONFLICT; STATEMENTS BY
BISHOP OF LEIRIA
Diario de Noticias, 12 May 1994
By Joao Figueira. Abridged. Translated
from Portuguese
Mnsgr. Serafim Ferreira, Bishop of
Leiria-Fatima, does not want to politicize
the visit of the Timorese to Fatima. If he
talks to them, "it will be as a priest, not as a
citizen".
Asked about the role which the Church
could play in the mediation of the Timor
conflict, Mnsgr. Serafim Ferreira believes
that "given the universal expression of the
Church, it respects peoples, but should not
go beyond nationalisms. "
In this context, he says that "the Church
always condemns all acts of violence and
aggression, dictatorships, and disrespect for
human rights and for the right of peoples to
self- determination".

COVERAGE OF THE
DEPORTATION OF MAIREAD
MAGUIRE AND TOM HYLAND
FROM THE PHILIPPINES IN
THE IRISH MEDIA
Report by East Timor Ireland Solidarity
Campaign, 30 May 1994
In the build-up to APCET, the fact that
President Ramos had excluded all foreigners
from the conference was widely reported in
the print media.
On Friday, the Irish Times reported that
the two were travelling in defiance of the
ban.
As part of the main news on RTE television (Ireland's main broadcaster), a report
was carried which included footage of the
Santa Cruz massacre, followed by footage of
Mairead Maguire and Tom Hyland. The
feature went on to show film of Manila and
interviewed Kevin McPartlan of ETISC.
The item concluded with a shot of the Department of Foreign Affairs.
On Ireland's two national radio stations,
every hourly news bulletin between 9pm
Friday and the time of writing (10pm Sunday), carried an update of the position and
status of the two.
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Local radio in Dublin began broadcasting
the fact that Tom and Mairead had been
deported at 2pm on Saturday afternoon and
continued to carry the story until Sunday
evening.
Both Irish national evening papers informed the Irish people of the deportation
and the reason behind it on Saturday. On
Sunday, three of Ireland's national newspapers carried the story and it was also carried
in the London Sunday Times.
Prior to their arrival back in Dublin, the
"Sunday Show" which carries a review of
the Sunday papers commented on the story
at length.
When Tom and Mairead arrived in Amsterdam, they were contacted by radio stations in both Ireland and the United Kingdom (BBC World Service) and they gave
interviews by phone.
On Sunday evening RTE broadcast featured it on both its six o'clock and nine
o'clock bulletins. The features included
statements to camera from both delegates.
Addition from TAPOL:
FAXES FROM THE ETISC TODAY
SHOW THAT THE IRISH PRESS HAS
CONTINUED TO GIVE MAJOR
COVERAGE OF MAIREAD AND
TOM'S RETURN TO DUBLIN
YESTERDAY, ALONG WITH PHOTOS.
ONE ITEM HAS BEEN POSTED ON EMAIL

EAST TIMOR SEPARATISTS
ATTACK
[abridged, material about Manila which
duplicates existing postings was deleted]
May 30, 1994 UPI
Jakarta -- The East Timorese Fretilin
guerrilla movement has launched an attack
amid reports the Philippines has prevented
some foreigners from attending a conference
on Indonesia's controversial annexation of
the former Portuguese colony, press reports
said Monday. Local media in East Timor's
capital Dili said a group of about 300 East
Timorese Fretilin rebels attacked homes and
individuals on the streets. Col. Johny Lumintang, senior military commander in the
region, said government troops suppressed
the attack but did not reveal how. He said
the separatists used the scheduled four-day
conference on East Timor to be held in the
Philippines to draw attention to their cause
and "make the world aware of their existence." "The clandestine movement's activities are confined to distributing antigovernment and pro-Fretilin brochures,"
Lumintang said in a statement quoted in the
Jakarta Post....
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MITTERAND ACCUSES INDO
OF BLACKMAIL
[Abridged, comments of Danielle Mitterrand
only included]
Manila AP, May 30 -- The wife of
French President Francois Mitterrand accused Indonesia on Monday of blackmailing
the Philippines into blocking her visit by
threatening to suspend millions of dollars in
contracts. Danielle Mitterrand, president of
the human rights group France Libertés, had
been invited to attend a conference on Indonesia's 1975 annexation of East Timor. Indonesia has been accused of widespread
human rights abuses in the territory. Indonesia applied "tyrannical pressure on us and
on the Philippine government to keep me
from going to that meeting," Mrs. Mitterrand said at a news conference in Paris. She
said Indonesia threatened to pull $300 million in contracts it has with the Philippines.
Philippine President Fidel Ramos barred her
and 33 other foreigners from attending the
five-day conference, scheduled to open
Tuesday, after Indonesia threatened reprisals. At least 10 foreigners defied the ban,
but Mrs. Mitterrand said she didn't want to
"put civil peace in danger." "By going, I
would have thrown oil on the fire," she said.
Indonesian officials were not immediately
available for comment.
---------------------------May 30, 1994 [unabridged]

FRENCH PRESIDENT'S WIFE
ACCUSES JAKARTA OF
BLACKMAIL
Paris, (UPI) -- Danielle Mitterrand, the
wife of the French president, Monday accused Indonesia of "blackmailing" the Philippine government into banning her from a
conference on Jakarta's annexation of East
Timor. Mitterrand, head of the human rights
organization France Libertés, charged the
Indonesian government threatened to withdraw $300 million worth of contracts it has
with the Philippines if she was allowed to
attend the conference. The wife of French
President Francois Mitterrand said she is
one of 32 delegates barred from attending
this week's Asia-Pacific conference on Jakarta's 1976 annexation of the former Portuguese colony of East Timor. The Indonesian
government exerted "tyrannical pressure on
us and on the Philippines government so
that I would not go to this meeting," Mitterrand told a news conference. "I gave in. I
won't go." But she declined to blame the
Philippine government of President Fidel
Ramos for its actions, saying she does "not
want to aggravate the problems of the young
Philippine democracy." Mitterrand said she
accepted in April an invitation to take part

in the Manila conference and had written "a
very courteous letter" to Indonesian President Suharto requesting to meet him during
her trip to Asia. But the letter had made
Indonesian authorities "furious," and Jakarta
attempted to "blackmail" Manila into banning her from the conference by threatening
to pull $300 million worth of its contracts in
the Philippines, Mitterrand said.

DANIELLE MITTERRAND'S PRESS
CONFERENCE
Mrs Danielle Mitterrand staged a press
conference in the Foundation France Libertés headquarters on May 30th, the eve of
the APCET's opening day. Maria Barroso,
wife of Mario Soares (Portugal's president)
and Luis Cardoso, CNRM representative in
Lisbon, also participated the press conference. Mairead Maguire, who could not
come, sent a message of greetings. A copy
of a letter from Xanana Gusmão to Mrs
Mitterrand, dated May 10, was distributed
to the participants. Both items, and press
cut transcripts, will be posted separately as
responses to this topic. Finally, Mrs Mitterrand sent a statement to the organisers of
the Manila conference, to be delivered in her
absence
The most salient features of this press
conference, excluding what has already been
posted about the APCET before, are as
follows:
1. According to Mrs Mitterrand, all the
intimidations on APCET stemmed directly
from her initiative to ask Suharto for a visit
to East Timor and to Xanana Gusmão prior
to Manila, in order to be able to report on
them at the Conference. Her rationale was to
counter Indonesian allegations that she was
misinformed on the East Timor issue. These
allegations were never made directly to her,
as there was never any formal response to
her requests.
Last September, Jusuf Wanandi of CSIS
visited France privately and requested a
meeting with France Libertés [at the initiative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs].
[Wanandi has been deeply involved in the
cover-up and propaganda around ET's invasion from the start.] He suggested that
France Libertés and FIDH ask for a visit to
ET and that he would personally intercede.
They did exactly this, only to be told informally that "it was not the right time, wait
for another six months". After six months,
France Libertés addressed a further request,
purposefully not including Mrs Mitterrand's name in the list of proposed visitors - to no avail.
Then, after accepting to go to Manila,
Mrs Mitterrand took the initiative of a
"very courteous" letter to President Suharto.
She thinks or knows indirectly that this put
him in a fury, as he already had strong mis-
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givings against her after she personally intervened on East Timor at the 1992
UNHRC.
The film of events was reported by her
as follows. The Philippines' government
informs France Libertés of enormous pressures of the Indonesian government [against
APCET]. France Libertés informs the UN.
The UN informs France Libertés of the
"breakthrough" on May 6 (Geneva talks).
She then decides not to go to Manila, in
order to deflate the stir she feels is creating.
In South Africa [at the celebration of the
new government], Boutros Ghali confides to
her that he is "very disappointed" by the
practical results of the talks. Then the huge
pressure of Indonesia continue, and the
Philippines relay it. Mrs Mitterrand writes
a long letter to Fidel Ramos, showing offense of these continuing moves against
APCET, after her gesture. She then convenes this press conference.
2. Her rationale to decide not to go was:
a) Not to put the people of the Philippines
into danger and add a burden to the task of a
young democracy. This was not sufficient...
b) It is routine for the Foundation and for
her to accept invitations concerning causes
they defend. However, in this case, an absence is much more noticed than a presence,
especially in France. She linked this attitude
to the one she had had a few years earlier
when she decided not to go to Western Sahara and staged a press conference instead.
Her aim is to be able to testify, so to pressure her not to go to Manila was a strategic
[tactical?] mistake. She will testify anywhere else.
3. Some points remained obscure. When
asked what precise pressures were put on
her, she did not give any specific answer. A
question whether she had got pressure from
the French government because of the official visit of the Ramoses in France next
month wasn't met with very tangible response. Similarly, the question was posed
whether the French government had or
would protest on the barring of foreigners,
including her. To this, the Vice-President of
the Foundation answered that the black lists
had been suggestions of the PhilIndo friendship association, which had circulated them
at immigration services [perhaps implying
that it wasn't government's initiative, which
we know to be untrue at least for some of
the lists].
4. Luis Cardoso, among other things,
condemned the refusal of Indonesia to allow
permanent UN presence in East Timor.
5. Joel Picard from RFI, arriving from
Manila, added some information. He views
the Filipino government as overwhelmed by
the issue. He reminded that Manila's road
network is financed by Jakarta [read: Tutut]. Foreign airline companies, including Air

France, were reportedly very shocked to
have to act as police to prevent some participants to get to Manila. He confirmed
that the Conference would take place in
spite of Justice decision. The media are not
targeted for the moment and are doing their
job normally. They are not barred from
covering the Conference: the target is foreigners, who will be stopped in the surroundings of the Conference. Features on
East Timor, including some from Australian
television channels, were shown on Filipino
channels, including some "shocking" ones.
He is concerned on the consequences for the
fragile Filipino democracy, subjected to
enormous economic pressures [from Jakarta].

MESSAGE FROM MAIREAD
MAGUIRE FOR MRS
MITTERRAND'S PRESS
CONFERENCE.
MAIREAD MAGUIRE, ETISC NOBEL
PATRON
30 May 1994
Dear Mdme Mitterrand and Mdme
Soares
Greetings to you and those who share
your concern for the suffering people of
East Timor.
I travelled to Manila to attend the Asia
Pacific Conference on East Timor over the
weekend. You may already know that both
myself and Tom Hyland of ETISC were
refused entry to the Philippines and were
sent back to Ireland on the first available
flight.
At this time I feel it important that we do
not lose sight of the central issue here. The
fact that the westerners were deported is a
sad fact, that the Philippine government felt
that it could not ignore the pressure put
upon it by Gen. Suharto also bodes ill for
the fledging democracy of the Philippines,
but what is THE important issue is the
genocide which continues in East Timor.
We are led to believe in this age that we
live in a "global village". If this is the case
how can we possibly ignore the plight of the
people in East Timor? Further we cannot
ignore the trade in arms between members of
the European Union and the genocidal campaign of Indonesia. I take this opportunity
to encourage those concerned with human
rights to call a halt to this immoral market of
death and destruction.
With best wishes to all those who work
for the respect of humanity in France, Portugal and all Europe.
Mairead Maguire, Nobel Peace Laureate.
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LETTER OF XANANA TO DANIELLE
MITTERRAND
Unofficial English translation of the unofficial French translation of the Portuguese
original (sorry for the bad English!)
MADAME DANIELLE
MITTERRAND, ILLUSTRIOUS FIRST
LADY OF FRANCE
In the name of the martyr Maubere people and in my personal name, I present to
you my most respectful greetings.
I must inform you, before anything else,
that the illustrious First Lady of France is
already inscribed in the heart of the people
of East Timor as its great friend. Do believe,
Madam, how much we feel in debt for the
support you have shown towards the
Maubere people. For it has come from the
First Lady of the country which generated
the noblest thoughts and initiated a revolution for Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, as
principles of political and social ethics; the
Maubere people [thus] feels encouraged in
its resistance against oppression and the
injustice resulting from the military occupation of its Fatherland.
Yet, we feel afflicted by the policies of
the French government, we feel betrayed by
the very insufficiency of those ideas that
sewed the tissue of France's History. We
feel oppressed and unjustly weighted
against the economic interests that link
France to Indonesia.
Illustrious Lady, the East Timorese resistance cannot compare with the French resistance to the Nazi occupation in its importance and shining in the World, but I believe
it has the same value in its character of defence of universal principles, its nature of a
struggle for freedom and peace. When, during the Second World War, one of the most
striking and most horrifying chapters of the
History of Humankind took place, not only
for Europe but also for the whole World,
already at that time the Maubere people
was not a simple passive onlooker.
Three decades afterwards, on December
7, 1975, the powerful neighbour, armed and
backed by the West invades East Timor,
occupies it militarily and, for 18 years and a
half, has been massacring the small, weak
and defenceless people, the Maubere people. More than 200,000 lives were cut out
of a population that oscillated between
680,000 and 750,000. Atrocities have been
constantly committed and still are in East
Timor: massive destruction, imprisonments,
torture, threats and persecutions.
18 and a half years of suffering, 18 and a
half years of struggle, tears, blood which up
to now have not sufficiently moved the
developed societies. 18 and a half years of
cries, pain and mourning that haven't succeeded yet to shake those governments
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which by their silence legitimate the crimes
committed by Jakarta.
This is the true reason for the persistence
of suffering of the Maubere people. This is
the cause of Jakarta's inflexibility in its defiance of the UN resolutions, its non-respect
of universal principles and International
Law, its systematic ignorance of resolutions
and/or agreements of the UN's official organisations.
Illustrious First Lady of France, Madame
Danielle MITTERRAND, we are very honoured by your distinguished presence to the
conference that will take place in Manila.
Small, poor and defenceless, the Maubere
people continues, in spite of all vicissitudes
of the times and challenges of its own history, to feed the hope that its struggle can,
in no way, be put aside from the concepts
of peace and freedom and from the norms of
law and justice, as long as there will be people of good-will on this earth.
We salute the efforts of the UN Secretary
General, who permitted that the spirit and
letter of resolution 37/30 of the UN's General Assembly of December 1982 keeps
until today an interpretation as just as practical. We always defended [the principle]
that only participation of all interested parties in the conflict can guarantee, by opening
perspectives, the base for a solution to this
problem. That only a solution in the light of
universal principles and international law
can put an end to the sufferings of the people of East Timor. CNRM, that I chair,
analysing all the constraining conditions
surrounding the case of East Timor, "opened
its hand" by a peace plan that involves safe
and concrete steps towards a just solution
that would be acceptable to the International
Community.
We trust, esteemed Madame, that your
voice will raise in Manila for the defence of
Human Rights and will affirm, in Asia and
the Pacific, the necessity for governments
and institutions of the region to consider
that any progress should be based on the
respect of the most elementary Human
Rights and fundamental peoples' rights.
A new era, the truly new era for Humankind can be reached only by the commitment of all peoples towards PEACE!
For that reason, we trust you, Madame,
to be the spokesperson of concerns and
wishes of the Maubere people in its demand
for its inalienable right to self-determination
and national independence.
Kay Rala Xanana Gusmão Member of
CNRM Commander of Falintil
In the prison of Cipinang
Jakarta, May 10, 1994
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PRESS COVERAGE OF THE
CONFERENCE (MEAGRE, AS
USUAL FOR EAST TIMOR IN
FRANCE):
DANIELLE MITTERRAND
UNDESIRABLE IN THE PHILIPPINES
Liberation (left-leaning):
Danielle Mitterrand is on a list of 32 foreign delegates invited to an international
conference on East Timor, but considered as
"undesirable" but the Filipino government.
Already six of them, among whom Irish
Peace Nobel Price Mairead Maguire, were
deported at Manila's airport. The conference, which still should commence this
morning, was even forbidden by a Filipino
tribunal. Yesterday, during a press conference at the head office of her organisation
France-Libertés, Danielle Mitterrand noted
the media mistake of the Indonesian government: "One speaks now much more
about East Timor than if we had normally
gone to the conference. Finally I am more
useful here." Since the announcement of this
meeting, the Indonesian neighbour has used
its full weight to force the Philippines' authorities to have [it] cancelled. The motive
of this dispute, East Timor, is a small territory of 800,000 inhabitants, a former Portuguese colony invaded and annexed by Indonesia without the UN's consent [sic] in the
mid-seventies, just after Portuguese withdrawal. Since then, fighting, forced resettlement and famine caused 70,000 to 200,000
deaths. M.B.

DANIELLE MITTERRAND BARRED
Info-Matin (independent?)
Philippines
The wife of the President is on a list of
foreigners to whom Manila's authorities
decided to refuse a visa, to prevent them to
participate a conference on human rights in
East Timor.
Le Quotidien de Paris (right wing) Mrs
Mitterrand undesirable in the Philippines
Danielle Mitterrand is persona non grata
in the Philippines. She is on a list of foreign
personalities who are barred from entering
the archipelago where they wished to participate a conference on human rights in East
Timor. Saturday, a Peace Nobel Price and
six foreign delegates were deported from
Manila airport.

MRS MITTERRAND UNDESIRABLE
IN MANILA
L'Humanite (communist)
Danielle Mitterrand, President of FranceLibertés, had been invited to participate the
first NGOs conference to be held in South
East Asia on the issue of East Timor. This
part of the Indonesian archipelago is a former Portuguese colony annexed, after 400
years colonisation, by Jakarta's dictatorship.
The troops of President-General Suharto
continue to occupy East Timor and suppress any expression of the population by
bloody massacres, such as the one which
costed their lives to more than 200,000
people in the second half of the seventies.
Following the announcement of Mrs Mitterrand's and other personalities' coming, a
Manila tribunal has forbidden the East
Timor conference and established a "black
list" of foreign participants barred from
entering Filipino territory. France-Libertés'
president denounced on Monday the
"blackmail" and "tyrannical pressures" exerted by Indonesia on the Filipino government. Stressing that to avoid putting the
Filipino NGOs into difficulty she had eventually given up her voyage, Danielle Mitterrand pointed out that Indonesia notably had
threatened to suspend economic contracts
with the Philippines, for an amount of 300
million dollars.
Paris 24:00 (independent -- this is the
last-but-one issue of this new
daily gone bust!)

FROM PARIS, DANIELLE
MITTERRAND DEFENDS EAST
TIMOR
"Persona non grata" in the Philippines
where a conference on East Timor was supposed to be held, Danielle Mitterrand took
yesterday the defence of this region annexed
by Indonesia, denouncing with covered
words the arms contracts that France deals
with Jakarta.
Palace of Chaillot, that houses the Foundation France Libertés presided by Danielle
Mitterrand, was yesterday a tribune of defence for East Timor. Situated at the extreme
South-East of the Sunda Archipelago and
North-West from Australia, the island of
Timor was part of the Portuguese colonial
empire [sic]. The Western part of the island,
occupied by the Dutch, becomes independent in 1949 as part of Indonesia. When after
the "Carnation Revolution" in 1974 Portugal
grants independence to its colonies, Indonesia invades East Timor.
Exactions, arrests and massacres follow,
decimating one third [sic] of the population,
while Jakarta encourages its citizens to "repopulate" the region.
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To denounce this situation, defend human rights and obtain the release of Xanana
Gusmão, the resistance leader imprisoned
since November 1992 [sic] in Java, a conference was supposed to start yesterday [sic]
in Manila, the Philippines.
A deported Nobel Prize
Like 31 other foreign personalities, Mrs
Danielle Mitterrand was refused a visa [sic]
for the country whose government gave in
to strong pressures from Indonesia for the
conference to be forbidden. Hence it is from
Paris, together with Maria Barroso Soares,
the Portuguese president's wife, that France
Libertés' president expressed her solidarity
with the East Timorese.
She explained how she hesitated to take a
plane to Manila, but feared the consequences of such an act: "The Philippines
enjoy a fragile democracy. There is such a
pressure that my presence would have put
civil peace in jeopardy, which is not my
aim." There, troops are surrounding the
University where the forbidden meeting
should take place and Mairead Maguire,
1976 Peace Nobel Price, was deported
shortly after her arrival. Yesterday, Danielle
Mitterrand denounced arms sales by France
to Indonesia, without ever quoting any specific firm. She only mentioned a deal which
happened "after she announced her decision
not to go to Manila".
The well-known company is GIAT, the
contract concerns 20 light cannons for an
amount of 17 million dollars. Indonesia,
which is not involved in any conflict, only
uses its weapons in a defensive [sic, should
be offensive?] or repressive purpose. These
cannons could well be used in East Timor...
Eric Chalmet
For Le Monde, the press conference and
APCET were a non-event.

'RI DID NOT INTERVENE IN
MANILA'
Jakarta Post, 31 May 1994
Abridged
Comment: Orwell would love it. Now, at
last the TRUTH about what happened!
Notably, JP was careful to put the words of
the minister in quotation marks.
--A senior government official yesterday
denied that Indonesia had intervened in domestic Philippine's business when it asked
Manila to stop a controversial conference on
East Timor from going forth there.
Coordinating Minister for Political Affairs and Security, Soesilo Soedarman told
reporters that Indonesia had simply reminded its northern neighbour of its opposi-

tion to the conference and the rest was left
to Manila.
"We have not been intervening. Any
analysis leading to such a conclusion is incorrect," he said, after leading a limited cabinet meeting attended by ministers under his
charge.
He said yesterday that Indonesian fully
appreciated Philippine President Fidel
Ramos' action but stressed that Indonesia
had no part in that decision. "Their actions
mean that they are respecting the spirit of
ASEAN solidarity."
Legislator Theo Sambuaga yesterday denied the accusation that Indonesia had taken
the role of ASEAN's big brother, as suggested by some critics, in handling the row
with the Philippines, Antara news agency
reported.
"Such an analysis is wrong and totally
unfounded," said Theo, a member of the
House's Commission on Foreign Affairs,
responding to criticism in the Thai newspaper, The Nation

APCET OPENS
Press reports, abridged, May 31, 1994
Latest wire reports on the Manila conference follow. I talked to Charles Scheiner of
East Timor Action Network last night a few
hours before the Supreme Court decision
was issued. He offered the following unreported tidbits: The lower court judge who
banned the conference was on the military
panel that sentenced Ninoy Aquino to death
under marshal law after Marcos took power.
Among those refused entry to the Philippines were a Portuguese businessman who
had no connection to the conference and two
Sri Lankans -- who though traveling with
two others who were planning to attend the
conference -- were arriving to participate in
long term human rights internships. Finally,
while some were initially willing to blame
the conference for upsetting PhilippineIndonesia relations, the consensus in the
Philippines now seems to be that Ramos
willingness to cave in to Indonesian pressure
has emboldened Indonesia and he is being
blamed for such actions as the cancellation
of the business conference in Mindanao and
harassment of Filipino fishers off Indonesian waters.
East Timor Conference Begins
Manila, Philippines (AP) -- A conference
on Indonesia's annexation of East Timor
opened Tuesday after the Supreme Court
ruled it could go ahead as planned but that
President Fidel Ramos could ban foreigners.
Ramos banned 34 foreigners, including the
wife of French President Francois Mitterrand, from the five-day conference after
Indonesia threatened retaliation against the
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Philippines.... At least 25 foreigners registered as delegates but 10, including Nobel
Peace Prize winner Mairead Maguire of
Ireland, were turned back at Ninoy Aquino
International Airport. Maguire, in a statement read for her during the opening session, said one-third of the East Timor population had been killed since the invasion, and
"never before has the level of barbarism
come to this." ... The foreign participants,
supported by a human chain of students,
nuns and priests, marched from the staterun University of the Philippines to the
nearby conference site a few hours after the
Supreme overturned a lower court injunction
against the conference. Last Friday, a regional court in Quezon City issued a temporary restraining order barring the conference.
But the Supreme Court set aside the injunction, saying it was too sweeping. But the
high court said Ramos had the authority
under the constitution to restrict foreigners
in the interest of national security. The
court said foreigners who had already arrived for the conference could attend. More
than 200 participants and about 100 foreign
and local reporters were attending....

TIMOR, ACTIVISTS HAIL
PHILIPPINE COURT GO-AHEAD
Reuter, Manila -- The Philippine Supreme Court ruled on Tuesday that a conference on human-rights abuses in Indonesian-ruled East Timor could go ahead. Officials at the University of the Philippines,
where the meeting is being held, said they
had also been promised that foreigners attending the conference would not be arrested
on the campus. "This is fantastic, a blow for
Philippine democracy and a blow to the
Suharto dictatorship," said Australian delegate Robert Smith, an agricultural scientist
from Darwin.... "Nothing in this resolution
should be interpreted as impairing the constitutional and statutory authority of the
president... to exclude aliens from entering
the Philippines when demanded by national
interest and national security," its ruling
said. University Chancellor Roger Posadas
said, however, the government had promised
not to try to interfere with those foreigners
already on the campus. "We have asked
government agencies including police and
immigration not to effect any arrests on the
campus," Posadas said. "We have obtained a
promise from the office of the president. I
hope they keep their promise."... "What
legal argument can you put over the deaths
of 255,000 people?" Australian freelance
journalist Max Lane said, using the number
of people anti-Indonesian activists say have
died in East Timor since it was annexed in
1976.
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MALAYSIAN
DEMONSTRATORS
ASSAULTED IN TIMOR
PROTEST
May 31, 1994, Reuter. Abridged
Kuala Lumpur -- Several Malaysian protestors were beaten up and one had his camera smashed during a demonstration against
Indonesia's rule of East Timor at the Indonesian embassy in Kuala Lumpur on Tuesday, witnesses said. They said several people, believed to be Indonesians, chased and
assaulted three of the 16 Malaysians demonstrating against Indonesia's rule and attempts to ban an Asia-Pacific Conference on
East Timor in the Philippines. Aborigine
rights activist Colin Nicholas said his camera
was smashed in the fracas, but nobody was
injured. Nicholas and 15 others were protesting outside the embassy in Kuala Lumpur's diplomatic enclave with placards when
they enraged a group of about 40 Indonesians by shouting "Indonesia Pembunuh"
(Indonesians are killers), the witnesses said.
The crowd chased and pummeled the protestors but were stopped by Indonesian
embassy officials who asked the Malaysians
to enter the compound for protection. A
witness said part of the crowd chased after
the protestors into the compound before
they were stopped. A lawyer, Sivarasa Rasiah, who took part in the protest said: "the
police came but they took down our particulars and said we will be charged with
illegal assembly." He added that they were
not escorted out of the compound although
there was a large crowd of Indonesians waiting outside. The demonstrators could be
charged under an emergency law imposed 25
years ago after race riots in the Malaysian
capital. The law bars assembly of more than
five people. The demonstrators submitted a
protest note over Indonesia's rule of East
Timor to an embassy official. A similar note
was sent to the Philippines embassy later in
the afternoon. "All we wanted to do was to
submit the protest note. But we were
threatened and some of us attacked," said
Kua Kia Soong a member of the national
parliament. Police declined to comment on
the incident....

PHILIPPINE GVT. BANS TWO
JAPANESE MPS
Asahi Shimbun rapid news service, May 31,
1994 translated from Japanese
The Philippine government today added
two Japanese Socialist MPs, Senator Yasuko Takemura and Rep. Tomiko Okazaki,
to the blacklist in connection with the
NGOs Manila conference on East Timor.
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Bishop Nobuo Soma, 77, who had planned
to attend the conference, was barred from
boarding at Narita Airport today, but later
on the ban against the bishop was revoked.
The Philippine government did not explain the reason of the new ban against the
two MPs, but the decision seems to have
stemmed from their visit to the Philippine
embassy in Tokyo where they filed a protest against the banning of foreign participants to the conference. Meanwhile, regarding Bishop Soma, "after the investigation it
came to be known that he supported Philippine guest workers in Japan." By the ban,
the list finally includes 37 persons including
French First Lady Danielle Mitterand.
Today, there gathered about one thousand attendants in the University of the
Philippines and the conference started at a
hall after a march. Mr. Renato Constantino,
the representative of the organizer which is
composed by NGOs, criticised the Indonesian annexation of East Timor and he said,
"The Ramos administration of the Philippines sold the country's sovereignty and
dignity for the sake of national interest."
Then foreign participants from India and
other countries also spoke but there was no
intervention by the authorities.
---------------------------------Additional information
What the Philippine government actually
said and this item fails to tell clearly is, the
Philippine government added the two Japanese MPs to the blacklist instead of removing Bishop Soma from it. This logic is very
difficult to understand indeed. Moreover,
the news reached Bishop Soma after he
returned to Nagoya (400km away from the
Narita airport) through a journalist. He has
not received any official communication
from the Philippine embassy about this. He
was told by a Pakistan airlines staff at the
airport that the airlines was asked not to
allow him aboard by the Philippine government. --------- Aki.

INDONESIA STIRS HORNET'S
NEST OVER TIMOR SEMINAR
by Jeremy Wagstaff, Reuter
Jakarta, May 31, 1994 -- By prodding
the Philippines to ban foreigners from attending a conference on East Timor, Indonesia has unwittingly focused attention on the
disputed territory, academics said on Tuesday. Until Jakarta's behind-the-scenes cajoling burst into the open this month, few
outsiders knew or cared about the planned
Manila meeting of Timorese activists and
their supporters. Now, however, news media from Manila to Dublin and Paris are
following it closely. "One month ago most
Filipinos would not have heard of East

Timor but now its on everybody's topic of
conversation," Geoffrey C. Gunn, an academic and author on East Timor, said by
telephone from Australia. Others said the
issue had spread further afield, with media
in Ireland carrying hourly reports of the
deportation of Northern Irish Nobel Peace
Laureate Mairead Maguire and Irish human
rights activist Tom Hyland. Manila, giving
in to Indonesian pressure to prevent the
conference from taking place, has barred
foreigners from attending. On Monday,
Danielle Mitterrand, the wife of French
President Francois Mitterrand who was also
blacklisted from attending the conference,
accused Indonesia of "a kind of blackmail"
and putting tyrannical pressure" on her not
to attend. Maria Barroso Soares, wife of
Portugal's president, also cancelled plans to
attend the Manila meeting and accused Indonesia of genocide in East Timor. Indonesia
invaded East Timor in 1975 and has since
faced a dwindling band of guerrillas and
widespread resentment against its rule.
Some 200,000 people have died since the
invasion. But the issue has continued to dog
President Suharto's efforts to project himself and the world's fourth most populous
country into a wider global role. Officials
said they were happy with the efforts of
Manila, a neighbor and partner in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), but were awaiting a final outcome. Diplomats said such pressure by one
ASEAN neighbour on another was unprecedented and could have wider repercussions
for the 27-year old organization. Indonesia
earlier this week protested to a Thai newspaper, The Nation, after it carried two editorials critical of Indonesia's policy on East
Timor. Academics here said that while Indonesia was keen to prevent its neighbors
from airing the sensitive issue of East
Timor, it was also determined to stop any
local participation. "The ferocity of the
reaction is meant as a way of preventing
Indonesians from having the courage to attend," said George Aditjondro, lecturer at
Satyawacana University in central Java who
was also blacklisted from attending. "It's a
double-edged sword: on the one hand forcing
the Philippines to knuckle under to Indonesia's wishes and on the other hand dampening the eagerness of human rights activists to
attend," he said in a interview with Editor
magazine. Indonesian activists not on a
blacklist of some 40 foreigners barred from
attending the conference said they would try
to sneak into Manila this week.** End of
text from cdp:reg.easttimor
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MORE DEPORTATIONS
PLANNED
Report from ETAN/US, May 31, 1994
Charles Scheiner from Manila reports
that the Philippine government plans to
arrest and deport at least 10 of the foreigners attending the APCET conference tomorrow, Wednesday. The ten named all participated in a press conference, May 30. It is
expected that more names may be added to
list of additional foreign conference participants who have since gone public. The ten
have decided not to go to an immigration
court hearing, since they have not been notified formally of any charges. {Potential
deportees apparently have more rights once
they are in the country.] At the opening of
the conference statements were read from
Mairead Maguire and Tom Hyland; Jose
Ramos-Horta of the CNRM and from international delegates. A letter to the conference
was also received from Bishop Belo. Bishop
Soma of Nagoya, Japan, was not allowed to
board his flight in Japan by Pakistan Airlines, who said he was on a blacklist. This
even though President Ramos had removed
the ban on him, after Cardinal Sin of the
Philippines intervened on his behalf.

PORTUGAL SLAMS
PHILIPPINES FOR TIMOR
CONFERENCE EXPULSIONS
Reuter, May 31, 1994. [abridged]
Lisbon -- Portuguese Prime Minister
Anibal Cavaco Silva condemned the Philippines on Tuesday for bowing to pressure
from Indonesia at a controversial conference
on human rights in the disputed territory of
East Timor. "(The Portuguese government)
thinks it strange for a country it considered
a friend to give way in the face of a dictatorship -- the dictatorship of Indonesia,"
Cavaco Silva told Lisbon's TSF radio. "The
Portuguese government already sent a verbal
note several days ago to the Philippine government in protest at the non-granting of
visas for Portuguese citizens, including parliamentary deputies, to attend the conference in Manila," he added.... About 25 foreign delegates managed to attend Tuesday's
opening ceremonies, but the government
announced it was initiating deportation proceedings against 10 of them. Three Portuguese human rights activists who managed
to slip into the country were among those to
be deported, a foreign ministry spokesman
told Reuters. By attempting to gag the conference, Indonesia has unwittingly unleashed
an international media storm.

NEW COMPUTER
CONFERENCE ON EAST
TIMOR IN PHILIPPINES
Pointer: iid.easttimor
6:34 pm May 31, 1994 by
karenb@gn.apc.org in gn:iid.easttimor
Purpose of Conference Statement
We envision the conference to be a venue
for dialogue among NGOs, POs and individuals and solidarity groups involved, supportive or concerned with the plight of the
East Timorese people. Specific objectives of
the said e-mail conference are as follows:
1. exchange of general information relating
to East Timor
2. announcements of forthcoming activities or updates on ongoing activities
3. appeal for urgent action on cases of
human rights violations in East Timor
4. dissemination of statements of support to specific initiatives touching on specific issues in the East Timorese people's
struggle by East Timorese organizations or
their friends.
Initiatives For International Dialogue
iid@phil.gn.apc.org

PHIL EMBASSY TO CANADA
RESPONDS
Letter from the Embassy of the Philippines,
Ottawa to the East Timor Alert Network/Canada
25 May 1994
Sir:
With reference to your undated letter addressed to His Excellency the President of
the Republic of the Philippines, FIDEL V.
RAMOS, questioning the decision of my
government to ban the entry of aliens that
pose a danger to public order because of
their plan to conduct overt political activities incompatible with the highest national
interest of the Philippines, please be informed that under the Philippine Immigration Law of 1940, this is a legally unassailable action.
Please recall that recently the Canadian
immigration (sic) also banned the entry of an
Islamic fundamentalist lecturer invited by
the University of Toronto to conduct seminars. If you did not question the action of
the Canadian government, we find your
letter to the President of the Republic of the
Philippines uncalled for and impertinent.
Very truly yours,
(signed)
PACIFICO A. CASTRO
Ambassador

Dear Ambassador Castro,
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Thank you for your letter of reply dated
25 May regarding the Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor, which opened today in
Manila. We are disappointed that His Excellency President Ramos has not reversed his
decision to bar foreigners from the conference. We would ask you why peace-loving
individuals have been described by you as
"aliens that pose danger to public order." In
particular, your government has tried to ban:
1. Ms Sharon Scharfe, international secretariat of Parliamentarians for East Timor and
co-ordinator of the East Timor Alert Network/Canada, who was asked not to attend,
2. Ms Mairead Maguire, past winner of
the Nobel Peace Prize, a peacemaker from
Ireland,
3. Ms Danielle Mitterand, director of the
human rights group Frances-Libertés and
wife of His Excellency the President of
France,
4. Bishop Soma of Japan,
5. Bishop Deakin of Australia,
6. Ms Carmel Budiardjo, member of
TAPOL, the Indonesian human rights campaign in exile,
7. Mr Liem Soei Liong, another TAPOL
member,
8. Mr George Aditjondro, a professor at
Universitas Kristen Satya Wacana and recipient of an award for environmentalist- ofthe year from President Suharto of Indonesia,
9. Mr H.J. Princen, an Indonesian hero
for his anti-colonial stance during the war of
independence against the Netherlands and
for his human rights activism ever since,
And in particular, the following East
Timorese people:
10. Ms Ines Almeida, a spokesperson for
the East Timorese community in Australia,
11. Mr Agio Pereira, an East Timorese
folk singer and activist resident in Australia,
12. Mr Jose Ramos Horta, whose activity for an independent and democratic East
Timor takes place solely on the level of
diplomacy,
We are not arguing that your government
is not within its rights to issue these orders,
though we remind you of the basic human
right to freedom of movement. Rather, we
regret that the Philippines, whose democratic system and "People Power" overthrow
of the Marcos dictatorship has served as an
inspiration to the peoples of the world,
should take such an action. Free speech and
free debate have been dealt a blow by your
government's actions.
We are heartened, however, that people
of good conscience, led by Cardinal Jaime
Sin, have supported the APCET and the
right of organizers to invite whoever they
choose.
Regarding the decision by the Canadian
government to ban a member of the U.S.-
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based Nation of Islam from entering the
country (and we should add that a member
of Sinn Fein, political wing of the Irish Republican Army, was also recently banned):
these actions too are deplorable. I do not
agree with the views of either of these people, but I defend their right to speak freely
in Canada. We also note that in the Nation
of Islam case, the forum went ahead with a
video hook-up from the United States.
Those who wanted to hear the speaker did
so: in fact his audience was increased by
publicity surrounding the ban.
You may find that the same is the case
with APCET: trying to stifle debate may
end up increasing the amount of talk about
East Timor in your country.
Yours sincerely,
David Webster, ETAN

FOREIGNERS ARRIVE AT
CONFERENCE DESPITE BAN
UPI, May 31. Dateline: Manila. slightly
abridged
Despite threats of arrest, foreign delegates who were banned from participating in
a conference on Indonesia's annexation of
East Timor attended Tuesday the opening
ceremonies.
Ringed by a human wall of Filipino rights
advocates and students chanting "Free East
Timor now," some 20 foreigners were ushered into a law school building at the staterun University of the Philippines.
Before beginning the conference, about
300 participants who packed Malcolm Hall
observed a moment of silence for the estimated 200,000 East Timorese who have
died since Jakarta annexed the former Portuguese colony in 1976.
"This conference will unmask (Indonesia)
for the despots and butchers that they are,"
said Renato Constantino, chairman of the
Filipino group organising the conference.
The forum, focusing on the alleged human
rights violations by Indonesia's troops, was
allowed to proceed only after the Supreme
Court hours earlier struck down a temporary restraining order prohibiting the meeting.
But the high court upheld President Fidel
Ramos' executive order banning foreigners
from participating in the conference because
it was contrary to the "national interest."
"We are happy with the decision of the
Supreme Court because this means there
will be a definite venue for the conference,"
said conference coordinator Joel Saracho.
"But this has nothing to do with the ban on
foreigners, so the tension remains."
Police and immigration authorities had
threatened to arrest the foreigners who at-
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tempted to attend the conference. But no
arrests were made.
The Bureau of Immigration, however,
cancelled the visas and filed deportation
charges against the non-Filipinos who took
part in the first day of the conference. In the
three days before the meeting began, at least
10 foreigners -- including Nobel Peace Prize
winner Mairead Corrigan-Macguire of Ireland -- were denied entry into the Philippines.
Associate Immigration Commissioner
Manuel Roxas said the foreigners would be
expelled for "engaging in partisan political
activities." A deportation hearing has been
scheduled for Wednesday.
Ramos barred the entry of foreigners participating in the East Timor conference to
placate Indonesia, which warned that allowing the forum to proceed in Manila would
damage bilateral relations.
National Security Adviser Jose Almonte
did not rule out physically removing the
foreign delegates from the conference, but he
said the government will seek to implement
the ban in a "low profile" way.
"We will implement the order of the
president about banning (foreigners), but in
a very civilised, humane way," Almonte
said. "We will persuade them."
Ramos' efforts to block foreign participation drew howls of protest and unfavourable
comparisons to former strongman Ferdinand
Marcos who was ousted in 1986.
"I never thought I would live to see the
day that I would miss Mr. Marcos, said
former senator Rene Saguisag, a human
rights lawyer. "Marcos, even at his worst,
never attempted to do anything like this."
But the government continued to defend
the ban, saying the conference put at risk
valuable relations with Manila's closest ally
in Southeast Asia.
"We are not against the discussion of
human rights even with the participation of
foreigners," said Foreign Undersecretary
Rodolfo Severino. "But we are against calls
for secession."
The conference will formally open
Wednesday when the foreign delegates are
scheduled to speak.

CONFERENCE OPENS IN
MANILA
Reuter, May 31
By Ruben Alabastro, slightly abridged
Manila -- The Philippine Supreme Court
on Tuesday cleared the way for a human
rights conference on East Timor to open on
schedule although some foreign participants
still face deportation proceedings.
"The events of the past two weeks have
torn the shroud of silence that has cloaked

the East Timor issue," Renato Constantino,
one of the conference's Filipino organisers,
said in an opening address just hours after
the court ruling.
"The very thing that Indonesia wanted to
prevent the world to know has now gained
worldwide attention."
The court overturned a decision by a
lower court that effectively banned the conference. The lower court had acted in response to a petition by the PhilippineIndonesia Friendship Foundation.
Bending to pressure [from Indonesia]
President Fidel Ramos' government banned
foreigners from attending and expelled 11 of
them.
But about 25 delegates from the United
States, Japan, the Netherlands, India, Australia, Canada, Malaysia, South Korea, Nepal and Argentina managed to slip through
the net to attend Tuesday's opening ceremonies.
"We deplore the fact that President
Ramos has succumbed to Suharto's bullying," the foreign participants said in a statement read at the opening ceremony by Indian lawyer Shambu Chopra.
"We express our protest at the expulsions."
The government announced it was initiating deportation proceedings against 10 of
the foreigners. It was not clear why the 10
had been singled out, although conference
sources said it was probably because they
had appeared at a news conference Monday.
Justice Minister Franklin Drilon told reporters a hearing on the deportations would
be held on Wednesday morning. In the
meantime, he said, "We are not taking anybody into custody."
University of the Philippines faculty
members and students linked arms to surround the foreign delegates as they walked
to the conference hall on the campus for the
opening ceremonies

FOREIGNERS MAY BE TOLD
TO LEAVE
BBC, May 31
A number of foreign delegates today attended a human rights conference on East
Timor in the Philippine capital Manila,
despite a Supreme Court ruling upholding a
government ban on foreigners attending,
Philippines GMA radio reported.
It said twenty-seven foreign delegates arrived at the conference and marched into the
conference hall chanting "Liberate East
Timor from Indonesia."
The radio quoted National Security Adviser Jose Almonte as saying the authorities
would "closely monitor" the foreigners who
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have already entered the country, especially
their statements during the conference.
"If they make statements detrimental to
the national interest, they may be requested
to leave the country, if not forbidden to
attend the conference," he said.
The Philippines Immigration Bureau today cancelled the visas of ten foreigners and
said they would be arrested and deported,
the radio said.
Conference chairman Renato Constantino
Jr said he was pleased the court had upheld
the meeting's right to take place, but that he
was saddened by the continued ban on foreign delegates.
"We have asserted our rights, the Supreme Court has upheld them," he said in
remarks broadcast by the radio. "But let us
not forget that the irrational presidential ban
on foreign participants remains."

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
ARREST OF TEN
FOREIGNERS
BBC, May 31
The government of the Philippines has
ordered the arrest of 10 foreigners attending
the human rights conference on East Timor
in Manila, Portuguese television reported
today.
It said the ten included Portuguese nationals Luisa Teotonio Pereira, a human
rights activist, and lawyer Pedro Pinto Leite,
president of the International Platform of
Jurists for East Timor.
"Until a few moments ago the police have
not yet carried out the arrests but they have
been surrounding the conference building for
several hours now," the television said at
1100 gmt.
The chancellor of the university where
the conference is being held said he had received assurances from Philippines President Fidel Ramos' office that arrests would
not be carried out inside the university, but
would take place when the foreigners returned to their hotels, it said.
------------An additional paragraph from the GMA
radio broadcast names the ten foreigners
whose visas have been revoked. The names
given are: Max Lane, Pedro Pinto Leite,
Saskia Kouwenberg, Robert Smith, Shambu
Chopra, Peter Wesley Smith, Luisa Pereira,
Sharon Scharfe, Charles Scheiner and
Marcelo Ferreira.

PORTUGAL PROTESTS AT
PHILIPPINE 'OBSTACLES' TO
TIMOR TALKS
BBC, May 31
Portuguese Prime Minister Anibal
Cavaco Silva has protested to the Philippine
government over its refusal to grant visas to
Portuguese representatives wanting to attend the Manila conference on East Timor.
In what Portuguese Catholic Radio Renascenca said was the first Portuguese government reaction to the ban, Cavaco Silva
said a protest was made a few days ago by
"verbal note."
"At the same time the Portuguese government expressed its surprise at the fact
that a country we consider as friends has
bowed to pressure from a dictatorship," he
said, in remarks broadcast on the radio.
"We expressed our surprise, our apprehension at the fact that obstacles were
placed in the way of Portuguese citizens and
foreign citizens who wanted to participate."
Ramos Horta, leader of the East
Timorese resistance abroad, told Portuguese
radio RTP the Philippine government's attitude had been "good for the Timorese
cause."
He said that in terms of making public
opinion in the Philippines and in the whole
region aware of the conference, the outcome
exceeded expectations.
"Of course it was due to an error of
judgment by Indonesia, which by pressing
the Philippines and by blackmailing so
many people, including Mrs Danielle Mitterand ... has only managed to lose credibility in the region completely," he said.

A REGIONAL BULLY
MANILA CAVES IN TO JAKARTA
OVER OCCUPIED EAST TIMOR
London Times editorial on Manila June 1
slightly abridged
NOTE: As well as the second editorial in
the Times today and daily coverage in much
of the media this week, the Manila conference was featured prominently on CNN last
night. The Philippine government's cave-in
to Indonesia really has created far more
attention and awareness than we could have
expected.
--As a result of pressure from Jakarta, and
capitulation by President Ramos in Manila,
a private conference on occupied East
Timor, organised at the University of the
Philippines, has leapt to unexpected prominence. In a sequence of events which reap
shame for both countries, Indonesia and the
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Philippines have given the world a tutorial
in "Asian values."
The unsavoury story runs as follows. A
clutch of human rights organisations wished
to conduct a conference in Manila on occupied East Timor. There should be nothing in
this to startle the observer.
In its domestic affairs, the Indonesian regime is not accustomed to making a distinction between the public and private domains. Employing the same methods in its
dealings with a sovereign neighbour, it ordered Mr Ramos to "cancel" the conference.
When the Filipino President pleaded that he
was powerless to do so, Indonesia flexed its
muscles. It threatened to cease its mediation
between the government of Mr Ramos and
the Muslim-separatist Moro National Liberation Front; what is more, it rumbled
darkly of the "consequences" for the Philippines of a collapse in peace talks.
That was not all. Indonesia broke its
promise to attend a trade fair in Davao,
causing the cancellation of the event; and it
has impounded a number of Filipino fishing
vessels whose activities in Indonesian waters it had previously tolerated. Mr Ramos
then gave in to Jakarta's bullying. He issued
a presidential decree banning all foreign nationals from attending the conference.
Mairead Macguire, a Nobel peace laureate,
was turned back at the Manila airport; Danielle Mitterand, the wife of the French
President, was "blacklisted." Juan RamosHorta [sic!], a Timorese resistance leader
based in Australia, was unable to attend and
deliver the keynote address.
The action of the Philippines President in
kowtowing to Indonesia deserves international notice. The Roman Catholic
Archbishop of Manila, Cardinal Jaime Sin,
set the right note when he apologised, "as a
Filipino citizen" for the failure of his government "to spearhead the growth of freedom and human dignity" in the region, castigating it, too, for "giving in to the pressure
of a foreign nation."
Filipinos fought to overthrow the regime
of Ferdinand Marcos in order to replace it
with a government guided by democratic
principles. The only positive aspect of this
episode is that it should earn vigorous opprobrium for Indonesia. International attention will return once more to the plight of
those who live -- and die -- in that country's
wretched "twenty-seventh province", occupied East Timor.

ASTO'S LETTER TO FIDEL
RAMOS
Original: French Translation: Agir pour
Timor
President Fidel Ramos
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Manila, The Philippines
Fax: 63 2 731 1325
Paris, May 31, 1994
Dear Mr President,
The Association de Solidarité avec Timor
Oriental learnt with dismay your decision to
bar non-Filipinos from participating the
Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor
(APCET), which opened today in Manila.
This Conference is an international event
to which, as you know, major personalities,
eminent jurists, Human Rights organisations
and a number of associations acting for a
negociated solution in East Timor have been
invited.
What is the people of East Timor asking
for? The respect of its cultural, social, political rights, the right to determine freely its
future. East Timor's invasion by Indonesia
was, may we recall, condemned by the international community and its unilateral
annexation was never recognised.
While under the auspices of the UN Secretary General negociations between Portugal and Indonesia are making progress, little
by little, while the presence of representatives of the people of East Timor in these
negociations is a recognised necessity, while
the international community show its concern for the dramatic fate of the East
Timorese population, you are closing your
door to participants to a Conference which
has the great merit to instate an international
public debate in which the Philippines could
play an active and positive role. Such an
attitude can only tarnish the image of the
Philippines abroad and throw doubt on its
will to open democratically.
We hope that APCET can take place
without other obstacles and in good conditions, and that its debates and conclusions
will be largely repercuted in the media on an
international scale.
In highest esteem,
For ASTO,
The President,
Paulette Geraud

ASSOCIATION DE
SOLIDARITÉ AVEC TIMOR
ORIENTAL (ASTO)
May 31, 1994
Dateline: Paris
Original: English
Message to the Asia-Pacific Conference
on East Timor
Manila, Philippines
Our warmest greetings to participants
and organizers of the Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor. While we are unable to
be physically present in the conference, we
are wholly with you, in mind and spirit, in
solidarity with the people of East Timor.
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We deplore the decision of the Philippine
government, succumbing to the pressures of
Indonesia, to ban the participation of nonFilipinos to the conference. The Suharto
government, in attempting to suppress a
conference outside its borders, has disrobed
itself as power that shows no respect whatsoever for the sovereignty of other peoples.
The diplomatic pressures it has exerted to
silence the conference only confirms to the
world community that Indonesia is trying to
hide its illegal acts towards East Timor.
ASTO and its members firmly supports
the people of East Timor in their struggle
and right to self-determination. We take this
occasion to reaffirm previous positions of
the international community condemning
Indonesia's invasion and unilateral annexation of East Timor.
The act of convening a conference alone
has already succeeded to focus world opinion to the agenda of the people of East
Timor. We have the hope and confidence
that your efforts, in the process of the conference, would amplify the gains of solidarity for East Timor.
As they say in Pilipino "Mabuhay" to
the Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor.
"Mabuhay" to the people of East Timor.
L'Association de Solidarité avec Timor
Oriental (l'ASTO)

PHILIPPINES DELAYS
FOREIGNER DEPORTATION
By MARC R. CROWE
MANILA, June 1 (UPI) -- Immigration
officials Wednesday delayed plans to expel
foreigners participating in a conference on
Indonesia's annexation of East Timor, agreeing to hold deportation hearings after most
of the controversial forum is completed. The
Bureau of Immigration made the decision
after foreign delegates who defied a government ban on attending the Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor ignored a summons to
appear for deportation proceedings.... Under
heavy fire for buckling under pressure from
Indonesia, Ramos fought back during his
weekly press conference. "We are patiently
taking out lumps -- in the media at home and
abroad as well from some of our own citizens -- while firmly doing what we think is
in our national interest," Ramos said. Ramos
said he barred foreign participation so as not
to risk 19 billion pesos ($703 million) in
Indonesian investments that would generate
200,000 jobs for Filipinos. "We need to see
this whole series of events in the proper
context," Ramos said, calling his response to
the simmering controversy a "Solomonic
solution."... But the participants said they
would not comply with the summons,
which their lawyer called "invalid and

unlawful." "It is not just a violation of the
rights of the foreign participants but also of
the Filipinos' rights to hold an international
conference." said Maxwell Lane, an Australian who is attending the conference....

UN HUMAN RIGHTS TRIP TO
EAST TIMOR POSTPONED
JAKARTA, June 1 (Reuter) - Indonesia
and the United Nations have postponed a
visit by a U.N. Special Rapporteur on human rights to East Timor because of the
illness of Jakarta's foreign minister Ali
Alatas. Foreign ministry and U.N. officials
said Bacre Waly Ndiaye, who had been due
to begin a 10-day visit on Sunday, had
postponed until July his visit after Alatas
had a heart attack last week. "It is purely for
technical reasons that the trip has been cancelled," foreign ministry spokesman Irawan
Abidin said by telephone. Indonesia in
March invited the U.N. Human Rights
Commission at its annual meeting in Geneva
to send its Special Rapporteur on Summary
Executions to East Timor.

EFFORT TO GAG TIMOR
MEETING BACKFIRES
by Ruben Alabastro
MANILA, June 1 (Reuter) -- Indonesian
and Philippine efforts to gag an international
conference on human rights abuses in East
Timor have thrust the conflict back on to
the world stage, analysts said on Wednesday. "The case of Timor is back on the
global agenda," political scientist Alex
Magno said as Philippine officials began
deportation proceedings against 10 foreigners who slipped into the country despite a
ban on all foreigners attending the meeting....
"The issue of East Timor is now an international subject. The 250,000 East Timorese
who have been killed since the invasion have
been resurrected, their voices have been
heard and they are alive," said organiser
Renato Constantino. Ramos is under fire at
home and abroad for buckling under pressure from Jakarta, after first saying he recognised Indonesia's rule in Timor but could
not interfere with fundamental rights of free
speech. Within days Jakarta forced Ramos
to change tack, ban all foreign participation
and try to press the University of the Philippines to withhold its facilities.... Indonesia
on Wednesday denied exerting pressure on
the Philippines. But it had earlier threatened
to cease being a peace-broker between Manila and Philippine Moslem rebels and
pulled out of a business development conference in the southern Philippines, forcing
its cancellation....
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INDO SAY "HAPPY" OVER
TIMOR CONF.
JAKARTA, June 1 (Reuter) –
Indonesia said on Wednesday it was satisfied by the Philippine government's reaction to a controversial conference on East
Timor in Manila despite the Philippine
Supreme Court ruling which allowed it to go
ahead. Susilo Sudarman, Coordinating Minister for Politics and Security Affairs, told
reporters that Indonesia, which earlier pressured its ASEAN ally into banning foreigners from the private seminar, would not
react to the court decision. "Our policy is
clear. It has been stated by the foreign minister. The Philippine reaction has been good
enough and we are happy. Now we await
the process (of the conference) but that is
their business," he told reporters. Susilo is
acting foreign minister in the absence of Ali
Alatas, who is recovering from a mild heart
attack....

PHILIPPINES FAILS TO STOP
E. TIMOR MEETING;
INDONESIAN PRESSURE
BACKFIRES, DRAWS
ATTENTION TO RIGHTS
ABUSES
by William Branigin
Washington Post, May 31, 1994
Manila, May 31 -- A conference on human rights in Indonesian-ruled East Timor
opened here today despite intense opposition from the Philippine and Indonesian
governments and a ban on 34 foreign participants, including the wife of France's
president and a Nobel Peace Prize winner.
The privately sponsored Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor, organized by opponents of Indonesia's 1976 annexation of the
former Portuguese colony, convened after
the Philippine Supreme Court overturned an
injunction against it. However, the court
upheld the government's right to ban foreigners from entering the country to participate in the meeting. Authorities threatened
to arrest several foreign delegates who
eluded the ban and attended the opening
session. But a phalanx of priests, nuns and
chanting students surrounded the foreign
delegates as they were escorted to the University of the Philippines conference site
from nearby hostels. The charged emotions,
large Filipino turnout and heavy press coverage of the conference indicated that Indonesian pressure on the Philippines to block
the gathering had backfired badly. A number
of politicians and commentators complained
that by bowing to Jakarta's "bullying" tac-

tics, the government had undermined the
Philippines' democratic principles and tarnished its international reputation. The result has been to focus far more attention on
the plight of East Timor here and abroad
than would probably have been the case if
the conference had proceeded without interference, organizers said. Although the Philippines and East Timor share a Roman
Catholic religious heritage, Indonesia's invasion, annexation and subsequent occupation
of the territory had never been an issue here.
An estimated 100,000 East Timorese, a
sixth of the population, died during the
1970s as a result of the invasion, a subsequent famine and efforts to crush guerrilla
resistance, human rights groups have reported. In a statement read for her at the
opening session of the five-day conference,
Ireland's Mairead Maguire, who shared the
1976 Nobel Peace Prize, accused Indonesia
of engaging in "barbarism" against the people of East Timor. Maguire, 50, was one of
10 foreigners who were detained at Manila's
airport and deported on orders of President
Fidel Ramos to prevent them from attending
the conference. Danielle Mitterrand, president of the human rights group FranceLibertés and wife of French President Francois Mitterrand, was originally scheduled to
deliver the conference's keynote speech but
canceled after she was blacklisted. She said
Monday in Paris that Indonesia had exerted
"tyrannical pressure" and "a kind of blackmail" on her and the Philippines. A Philippine senator said that banning Mitterrand
was a major political blunder, given that
Ramos is scheduled to visit France in September and his wife, Amelita Ramos, has
been invited to open a Philippine exhibition
at a Paris museum next month. Three bishops, a prominent Japanese priest and the
head of Indonesia's largest Muslim organization also were blacklisted. Organizers said
one of the bishops died six months ago. The
Philippines' Roman Catholic prelate, Cardinal Jaime Sin, joined the storm of criticism.
In a letter Monday to the bishop of Dili, the
East Timorese capital, Sin said he was
"sorry to see the political leaders of my own
nation giving in to the pressure of a foreign
nation." Ramos justified his ban on foreign
participants in the conference by asserting
that freedom of speech and assembly were
outweighed by "national security" issues. In
applying pressure to block the meeting,
Indonesia had hinted that, among other
measures, it could promote the cause of
Muslim separatists in the southern Philippines, presidential aides said. ** End of text
from cdp:reg.easttimor
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ACTION ALERT ON APCET
CONFERENCE FROM
ETAN/US
PHILIPPINES CONTINUES TO
DISRUPT EAST TIMOR
CONFERENCE
THREATENS TO DEPORT FOREIGN
PARTICIPANTS
June 1, 1994
Heavy-handed attempts by the Philippine government to disrupt foreign participation in the Asia Pacific Conference on
East Timor (APCET) continue. Immigration
officials in the Philippines have issued a list
of 10 foreign participants that they want
deported and a hearing will be held Friday.
Included on the list is ETAN/US coordinator Charles Scheiner. Others included in
the deportation order are Pedro Pinto Leite
(Portuguese), president of the International
Platform of Jurists for East Timor, and Canadian Sharon Scharfe, (International Secretariat, Parliamentarians for East Timor
(PET) Coordinator, East Timor Alert Network/Canada). Participants from Australia,
the Netherlands, Argentina and India are
also included.
We urge you to send protests to the Philippine government. Please call or fax the
Philippine Embassy in Washington or other
representatives of the Philippine government immediately. Tell them that the health
of the Philippine's hard-won democracy and
international reputation are at stake. Urge
them to end their efforts to disrupt the
APCET conference.
Please call or fax the following Philippine
government representatives:
Office of President Fidel V. Ramos. Fax
63-2-731-1325, phone 63-2-521-2301.
Min. of Foreign Affairs Robert Romulo.
Fax 63-2-832-3793. Ph 63-2-834-4000.
Philippine Embassy in Washington. Fax
202-467-9417, phone 202-483-1414.
Please send a copy of your letter to the
East Timor Action Network.
Should Charlie be deported he and ETAN
will issue statements. Charlie will also be
available for press interviews upon his return.
Letters to the Editor
The controversy over the APCET conference has received some media coverage in
the United States. News reports and wire
service stories have appeared in a number of
newspapers around the country now is a
good time to write a letter to the editor
about East Timor. The letter should start off
with a mention of the controversy itself
(especially relating to Indonesia's attempts
to export its suppression of freedom of
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assembly and speech in Indonesia and East
Timor to the Philippines), but can then go
on to urge changes in U.S. policy. Issues
that can be raised are U.S. complicity in the
Indonesian take over of East Timor; the
need for the U.S. to act more assertively in
the UN and with Indonesia to support selfdetermination; the need for Congress (or
your particular representative and Senators)
to vote to cut off all arms sales to Indonesia.
Please send a copy of your letter as published to the East Timor Action Network.

BACKGROUND
The APCET conference opened on May
31 several hours after the Philippine Supreme Court lifted an injunction issued by a
lower court. The conference is to last until
the end of the week. President Ramos has
called the conference "inimical to the national interest." But that interest is purely
financial. At a press conference he said he
had acted to protect Indonesian investment
in the Philippines: "What was at stake here?
Some 19 billion pesos ($700 million) worth
of investments, projects, enterprises and
agreed partnerships or consortiums."
Mairead Maguire, who shared the 1976
Nobel Peace Prize; Dr Susan Castillo a senior lecturer at Portugal's Oporto University
and a U.S. citizen; and about 10 others have
been deported on arrival in the Philippines.
About 25 foreigners managed to slip into the
country. Prior to the conference, the Philippine government issued a blacklist of over
30 specific individuals. Among those on the
list were Danielle Mitterand (first lady of
France), three bishops (one of whom died 6
months ago), a prominent Japanese priest
and the head of Indonesia's largest Muslim
organization. Prominent members of the
East Timorese resistance abroad and Indonesian human rights activists were also
banned.

MANILA CONFERENCE ON
HUMAN RIGHTS IN EAST
TIMOR
LUSA's Crystal Ball. May 28, 1994. Translated from Portuguese
The Manila conference on human rights
in East Timor will take place on the anticipated date, even though a court had decided
to suspend it, the organizers said today.
The conference, intended to call attention
to the situation that exists in East Timor,
was suspended until the 10th of June, according to an order from the city court.
Renato Constantino, president of the
group organizing the conference, today guaranteed that it would take place on the
scheduled dates, between May 31 and June
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4, and added: "We are prepared to face all
the [Philippine] Government's steps."
Meanwhile, the Philippine Government
today expelled from the country the Nobel
Peace Prize Laureate Mairead Maguire, who
was also to participate in the conference.
The Irish human rights militant and her
fellow-countryman, Tom Hyland, were
retained in the airport on arrival by the Immigration Service.
The two, according to local France Press
journalists, were then expelled and required
to return to Amsterdam on the same airplane that had brought them to Manila.
Before the expulsion, Mairead Maguire
said that she had known about the ban decreed by Philippine President Fidel Ramos,
but that she had decided to go to Manila to
show solidarity with the people of East
Timor.
Up to the present, Fidel Ramos has prohibited the entry of the 25 foreigners who
were to participate in the meeting, most of
whom belong to the East Timorese resistance movement.

DANIELLE MITERRAND
ACCUSES INDONESIA OF
TOTALITARIANISM
LUSA's Crystal Ball. May 29, 1994. Translated from Portuguese
A French human rights group led by
Danielle Miterrand, wife of the French
president, called the Indonesian efforts to
impede the conference on East Timor in
Manila the "arbitrary practices" of a "totalitarian state".
The group, France Libertés, held a press
conference on Monday, after protesting
Indonesian pressure on the Philippine Government such that it prevented the foreign
participants from attending the meeting
focused on the theme of human rights in
East Timor.
Danielle Miterrand and Mairead Maguire,
who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
1976, were included in the list of 32 names
of foreign participants in the conference,
scheduled for May 31, who were prevented
from entering the Philippines by decision of
President Fidel Ramos.

A CD COMPILATION FOR
THE CHILDREN OF EAST
TIMOR:
**** "All in the Family" ****
The Timorese Association in Victoria
(Australia) has released a compilation CD to
raise money for secondary education scholarships for orphans in East Timor (the Oan
Kiak Education Scholarships).

Artists and musical items are as follows:
1 Mario Abrantes Oan Kiak
[traditional East Timorese melody played
on a bamboo flute]
2 Midnight Oil Kolele Mai
[Makasae song used in a funeral ritual
called hader mate (the waking of the dead);
traditional words reinterpreted by Francisco
Borja da Costa; sung in English, with vocal
chorus by the Xanana Choir; previously
released by Colombia]
3 Frente! Cuscatlan
4 Third Eye Morphic Resonance
5 Not Drowning, Waving Penmon
6 Crowded House Skin Feeling
7 Things of Stone & Wood Cried
8 The Killjoys Ruby
9 The Blackeyed Susans Trio Trouble
10 Tiddas Iananay
11 Overnight Jones Head Over Heals
12 Archie Roach From Paradise
13 Weddings, Parties, Anything Racist
Friend
14 Agio Pereira I'm Still Fighting
15 Afterglow Run for Your Wife
16 Painters & Dockers Don't Hassle Me
17 The Bo-Weevils Blues for Senbei
18 Cosmic Psychos Lost Cause
19 Nicola Quilter and the Choir of Faith
& Hope Cry Freedom
20 Jeannie Marsh & Michael Harvey
Quito
Press kits (which include a CD) can be
obtained from
John Sinnott AETA (the Australia-East
Timor Association) PO Box 93, Fitzroy,
VIC 3065 AUSTRALIA
or from Louise Byrne 3/114 Wellington
St, St Kilda, VIC 3182 AUSTRALIA tel:
[61-3] 510 2193
Shops wanting to sell the CD should set
up a contractual link with
Val Eimutis Export Manager Mushroom Distribution Services 55 Danks St,
Port Melbourne, VIC 3207 AUSTRALIA
fax: [61-3] 645 2909
The funds raised by the sale of this CD
will be deposited in a bank in Dili under the
trusteeship of Bishop Belo (in East Timor)
and Bishop Hilton Deakin (the Catholic
Auxiliary Bishop of Melbourne). Not only
the brightest students, but also those who
are hard-working and industrious, will be
invited to apply. A special effort will be
made to encourage girls.
The sale of 3,000 CDs will finance 160
annual Oan Kiak scholarships over a tenyear period.
Among those involved in getting the project off the ground were Paul Stewart (from
rock band Painters & Dockers), Emilia Pires
(Timorese Association in Victoria), Bishop
Hilton Deakin, Martin Cooke (Mushroom
Distribution Services), Patsy Thatcher

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

(Australian anthropologist) and Louise
Byrne.
"In East Timor we did not have orphanages. If my uncle died then my father was
automatically responsible for my aunt's
welfare and my cousins' education. Now it's
different. So many have been killed our tradition has been destroyed. Now Timor has
three orphanages.
"I applaud the Australian musicians for
recognising this, and helping us in the Year
of the Family to assume responsibility for
the future of our children, especially those
bereft of father, mother, uncle, aunt and
grandparents."
Emilia Pires

ALATAS HOSPITALIZED
According to the Jakarta Post for May
27, Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas
was admitted to hospital last week suffering
from "fatigue" and has cancelled all official
duties for two weeks.
Apparently the effort of "not intervening" in the Philippines has been too much
for him. Such is the long-term effect of that
old "stone in his shoe."

MALAYSIAN GROUPS
STATEMENT:
Additional information from the Englishlanguage press in Malaysia:
June 2, 1994
A joint statement said "Until this day,
the UN does not recognise Indonesia's jurisdiction over East Timor and has passed no
fewer than 10 resolutions condemning its
invasion and subsequent annexation of this
tiny former Portuguese colony."
The statement was endorsed by Aliran,
All Women's Action Society, ASA Media
Centre, the Centre for Orang Asli Concerns,
Chinese Assembly Hall Youth Section,
Daya Guaman Rakyat, Democratic Action
Party Socialist Youth, Institute for Community Education, Malaysian Action Front,
the Partners of Community Organisations
Sabah, Party Rakyat Malaysia, Selangor
Graduates Society, Suara Warga Pertiwi,
Suaram and Tenaganita.

ASTO'S PRESS RELEASE
Original: French
Translation: Agir pour Timor
Today, May 31, 1994, an Asia-Pacific
Conference on East Timor (APCET) should
commence in Manila (the Philippines).
East Timor, a former Portuguese colony,
was invaded in 1975 by Indonesia, and then
unilaterally annexed. The international

community condemned this invasion and
never recognised Indonesia's seizing of this
small territory. Since 1975, the population
of East Timor, supported by the East
Timorese church, has resisted and struggled
for the respect of its fundamental rights and
its right to self-determination. One third of
its population was decimated, or more than
200,000 people. In November 1991, the socalled "Santa Cruz" massacre, perpetrated
by the Indonesian armed forces, deeply
shocked the international community. Some
countries, such as the Netherlands and Canada, had the political courage to link their
economic aid to Indonesia with the respect
of human rights in East Timor.
Peace talks between Indonesia and Portugal, under the auspices of the UN Secretary
General, are in progress. A session took
place in Geneva on May 6. The participation of representatives of the people of East
Timor to these negociations is considered
indispensable.
Under pressure from Indonesia, the Philippines' government barred non-Filipinos
from participating APCET. Among personalities invited was Mrs Danielle Mitterrand,
who gave a press conference on this subject
in Paris on Monday May 30. A number of
foreign invited participants were deported at
Manila airport, among whom the Irish Peace
Nobel Price Mairead Maguire [and] University Professor Mrs Susan Castillo. Also
expected were several catholic bishops
among whom Mgr Aloysius Soma from
Japan. A tribunal banned the holding of the
Conference, but the Supreme Court overruled this decision.
So the Conference does take place, but
without participation of the numerous foreign delegates who were barred from entry
and deported from the Philippines.
Cardinal Jaime Sin of Manila strongly
criticised the attitude of the Philippines'
president, Fidel Ramos. He says he is sorry
that the political authorities of his country
succumbed to pressures of a foreign country. Mgr Sin sent a letter of solidarity to the
Bishop of Dili (East Timor), Mgr Ximenes
Belo. He writes among other things: "I know
how much your people has suffered during
all these years of illegal occupation of East
Timor by Indonesia... I know that abominable human rights violations were inflicted to
your people".
The Asian press, and the Filipino media
in particular, have been echoing all the controversies raised at the occasion of this Conference. The events stemming from the attitude of the Indonesian and Filipino governments will have important consequences in
the region, as much in political as economical terms.
We hope that the European press, in particular the French press, will also be report-
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ing on these important events and their consequences.

CNRM'S EUROPE REP
DEPORTED
TAPOL Report, 1 June 1994
Jose Amorim Dias, the CNRM representative in Europe, was refused entry when he
arrive in the Philippines yesterday to attend
the Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor.
He was immediately deported and arrived
back in the Netherlands today. Amorim is
engaged in a research project for UNPO in
The Hague.
Others who have also been deported include two lawyers from Sri Lanka (names
not known), Azeredo Lopes, a Portuguese
lawyer and member of IPJET, and an East
Timorese named Harold (surname not
known) who is a member of Fretilin in Sy dney.
As far as we know the only East
Timorese who was been allowed in is Paulino Gama, a renegade from the resistance
movement who now actively espouses the
Indonesian cause.

INDONESIA CRITICIZED AT
HOME FOR HANDLING OF
ROW WITH RP
Jakarta Post, May 27 Dateline: Yogyakarta
The Indonesian government is receiving
criticism from its own people for the way it
has handled the row with the Philippines
over Manila's plans to host a conference on
East Timor later this month.
Scholar George Yunus Aditjondro, legislator Aberson Marle Sihaloho and human
rights campaigner H.J.C. Princen all agreed
that it was wrong for Indonesia to have put
pressure on the Philippines to try to cancel
the East Timor conference.
By intervening in the Philippine's affairs,
Indonesia has adopted a double standard,
said George of the Satyawacana Christian
University in Salatiga, Central Java.
"Indonesia and the other ASEAN countries have always refuted intervention by
Western countries on human rights issues,
but by putting pressure on the Philippines,
Indonesia is doing just that," he said.
President Soeharto has praised his Philippine counterpart, Fidel Ramos, for barring
some foreigners from taking part in the conference, scheduled for May 30 to June 3.
Indonesia has maintained that the conference
is providing a platform for people opposed
to East Timor's integration to attack Indonesia.
Ramos has maintained that the Philippine
constitution prevents him from barring the
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conference from taking place, but agreed to
limit the impact of the meeting.
George called Ramos' decision "tragic"
and said that Indonesia should not have gone
as far as asking the Philippines to bar the
conference, organised by private groups.
George, who has written a number of papers about East Timor, whose validity has
been questioned by the government, said the
government's action showed that Indonesia
still has something to hide when it comes to
East Timor. "Why else would it be afraid of
the conference?"
He said Indonesia is acting like the big
brother to the Philippines, and the latter
appears to have accepted the role.
George said he is one of several Indonesians who have been invited to address the
conference, but said that the chances of him
going to Manila are now very small.
George is an honorary member of the International Platform of Jurists for East
Timor (IPJET) and the Parliamentarians for
East Timor (PET), two of the organisations
that are sponsoring the conference in Manila.
Indonesia's behaviour has given the conference undue media publicity, he said.
Princen, who is the chairman of the Institute for the Defense of Human Rights, said
Ramos appears to have "caught the Indonesian disease" of barring certain individuals
from entering and leaving the country.
The Manila conference could provide
confidence-building measures that Indonesia
and Portugal have been promoting as part of
their efforts to resolve the East Timor issue,
Princen said.
Princen, who said that he had been invited to the conference, said he plans to
check with the Philippine embassy today to
see whether or not his name has been included on Ramos' list of banned foreigners.
Legislator Aberson of the Indonesian
Democratic Party questioned the reason
why the government wants so badly to have
the conference called off, while all this time
it had been saying there is no trouble with
East Timor.
Aberson said the practice of trying to
prevent people from talking about East
Timor abroad is "an expensive diplomacy"
and questioned whether the effort is really
worth it.

APCET GO-AHEAD IN
JAKARTA PRESS
TAPOL Report, 1 June 1994
Three press clippings received today
from today's Indonesian press show that the
failure of the Philippine government to prevent APCET from going ahead, as the result
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of the decision of the Supreme Court decision yesterday, is widely reported.
Unfortunately, the quality of the faxes is
too poor for us to make a meaningful summary; two are from Jakarta Post and Republika but the identity of the third one is not
clear.
The Republika report runs across three
columns and is illustrated by a large photograph of the foreign delegates being escorted
into the conference surrounded by a large
number of Filipino delegates, holding hands
in a huge circle. The faces of the foreign
delegates are undistinguishable because of
the poor fax quality but we can just about
recognise Charlie Scheiner. It's a very impressive photograph indeed

APCET IN TODAY'S
INDONESIAN PAPERS
TAPOL Report, 1 June 1994
Three press clippings received today
from today's Indonesian press show that the
failure of the Philippine government to prevent APCET from going ahead, as the result
of the decision of the Supreme Court decision yesterday, is widely reported.
Unfortunately, the quality of the faxes is
too poor for us to make a meaningful summary; two are from Jakarta Post and Republika but the identity of the third one is not
clear.
The Republika report runs across three
columns and is illustrated by a large photograph of the foreign delegates being escorted
into the conference surrounded by a large
number of Filipino delegates, holding hands
in a huge circle. The faces of the foreign
delegates are undistinguishable because of
the poor fax quality but we can just about
recognise Charlie Scheiner. It's a very impressive photograph indeed

MANILA-JAKARTA TIFF
TAINTS ASEAN
By Ramon Isberto
MANILA, May 28 (IPS) - Already suffering a reputation for being a laggard in a
booming region, the Philippines has stumbled from one diplomatic humiliation after
another in the hands of Malaysia and Indonesia, fellow members of the Association of
South-east Asian Nations (ASEAN).
While political analysts say ASEAN is
just too important for Manila to turn its
back to, others say recent incidents have
highlighted the differences in political systems and culture that have long kept the
Philippines the odd man out in the Southeast Asian community.
It has not helped that Malaysian premier
Mahathir Mohamad has spoken on the side

of the Indonesians, with whom Manila is
currently deep in a diplomatic brawl over an
international conference on East Timor that
will be held here next week.
Replying to a reporter's query, Mahathir
said earlier this week in Kuala Lumpur: "I
would accommodate Indonesia in the wider
interest of ASEAN and the EAGA (East
Asian Growth Area)."
The EAGA is the programme under
which Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei and the
Philippines are supposed to cooperate in
promoting cross border trade.
Of the ASEAN six -- Brunei, Indonesia,
Thailand, the Philippines, Malaysia and
Singapore -- the Philippines has the slowest
growing economy. Other ASEAN countries
have attributed this to its democratic system
that produces gridlock.
Filipinos had usually brushed aside such
perceptions. But this week, Filipinos themselves were beginning to wonder whether
their authoritarian neighbours simply had no
patience for their democratic institutions
and had begun looking at ASEAN in a new
and less favourable light.
Said an editorial in the popular Philippine
Daily Inquirer: "The Philippine-Indonesian
crisis should prompt ASEAN partners to
re-examine seriously the usefulness of
ASEAN as a conflict- solving mechanism
among its members."
"On the part of the Philippines, we have
to examine if ASEAN is serving our national
interests, or...is being used by Indonesia to
project its foreign policy goals," it said.
But Manila's woes actually began last
month when Malaysian police arrested
1,200 Filipinas working in Kuala Lumpur on
suspicion of being illegal aliens.
It turned out that only 21 of those
rounded up after mass outside a Catholic
church in the capital were without proper
papers.
Manila filed a diplomatic protest. But
Kuala Lumpur refused to apologise, saying
it had not singled out Filipinos. Philippine
officials then suggested talks to prevent a
repeat of such situations, but many Filipinos had already found the entire episode
embarrassing.
Still licking its wounds over the Malaysian incident, the Philippines next ran into a
bruising encounter with Indonesia over a
conference on East Timor.
Under strong Indonesian pressure, Manila last week barred the entry of foreign
participants in the Asia-Pacific Conference
on East Timor (APCET) that begins here
May 31.
Philippine President Fidel Ramos said it
was against the "national interest" to let
Manila be used as a platform to attack Indonesia's annexation of the former Portuguese colony nearly 20 years ago.
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Ramos had earlier taken the position that
Manila could not interfere with APCET
without violating constitutional guarantees
on free speech and assembly. But Manila
relented after Jakarta took a flurry of unprecedented moves to show its anger.
Within a few days, the Indonesians withdrew from an ASEAN business forum
hosted by the Philippines, interdicted 25
Philippine fishing vessels and threatened it
would stop hosting peace talks between the
Philippine government and Muslim separatists.
Ramos and his advisors were clearly
taken aback by the strength of Indonesia's
moves. Said a Filipino analyst familiar with
Philippine-Indonesian ties: "It's a burst of
anger from someone who had befriended the
Philippines and felt betrayed."
"Why are you allowing my interests to
be compromised while we have been very
supportive of the Philippines in the past?
That seems to be the Indonesian attitude,"
the analyst said.
For a while, press opinion in Manila was
strongly in favour of Ramos's action last
week, which was seen as an unpleasant but
correct move to avoid further straining the
Philippines' friendly ties with the most
influential member of ASEAN.
Instead, it was the APCET organisers
who came under fire for being "callous" to
the country's national interest in preserving
good relations with Jakarta.
But the tide seems to have turned since,
as the Indonesians seemed to be unrelenting
in applying pressure.
Indeed, the Indonesian trade minister and
his party cancelled an appointment with
Ramos just hours before the meeting this
week, a move that was widely seen here as a
deliberate snub.
With that, Filipinos appear to have hardened in the views. Wrote political analyst
Alex Magno in the Manila Chronicle newspaper: "We bent our laws and our democratic practices to allow for what we considered to be an acceptable gesture of surrender
to Indonesian arrogance."
Other analysts have predicted that Jakarta will keep up the pressure until the
East Timor conference is over on Jun. 4.
Ramos, meanwhile, is still trying to
stress the positive. Asked if the democratic
Philippines was out of place among the
'soft-authoritarian' states of ASEAN, the
former armed forces chief said democracy
would in the long-term "provide the framework for the most sustainable growth".
(END/IPS/RI/CB/94)

26 DUTCH NGOS ON APCET
FOREIGNERS BARRING
Original: English
To the Ambassador of the Republic of
the Philippines in the Netherlands
Amsterdam, 25 May 1994
Dear Ambassador,
The undersigned organizations would like
to express their complete astonishment and
anger about your government's decision to
bar all non-Filipino citizens from attending a
conference on East Timor (Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor) due to commence in
Manila on 31 May.
We deeply regret that your government
seemed to have bowed to pressure from the
Indonesian government which has been doing everything possible to sabotage the conference.
The government of the Philippines has
said repeatedly that it could not, under its
own constitution, prevent the conference
from taking place. Moreover, as we understand, it has stated its commitment to democratic principles.
Yet, by taking such destructive action,
the government of the Philippines is in fact
making it impossible for the aims of the
conference to be achieved. It has been
planned as an international gathering not
only for foreigners from all parts of the
world but also for East Timorese. The East
Timorese regard the conference as an opportunity to inform the Filipino people and
representatives from other countries of the
legitimacy of their struggle.
Bearing in mind all United Nations' resolutions that are relevant to East Timor and
the sincere efforts of your government to
implement democratic principles and dialogue, we appeal to your government to
rescind its decision barring foreigners from
attending the aforementioned conference.
Surely the government of the Philippines
cannot allow, nor wish, to jeopardise its
own Constitution. We trust that your government will surely not accept to be an 'extension' of the Republic of Indonesia in
relation to diplomatic and international affairs.
We kindly ask you to transmit this letter
to your government.
Sincerely yours,
Aksi Setiakawan, Amsterdam.
Both Ends, Amsterdam.
Centraal Missie Commissariaat,
Oegstgeest.
Christen Democratisch Jongeren Appel
(CDJA).
Commissie Justitia et Pax Nederland,
Oegstgeest.
Dwars, Groen Linkse Jongerenorganisatie.
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Filipijnen Groep Nederland, Utrecht.
Filippijns Informatie en Documentatie
Centrum (FIDOC), Dordrecht.
Front Demokrasi Indonesia, Amsterdam.
Homeland Mission 1950 Maluku, Amsterdam.
Humanistisch Instituut voor Ontwikkelingssamenwerking (HIVOS), Den Haag.
Humanistisch Overleg Mensenrechten,
Utrecht.
Indonesisch Documentatie en Informatie
Centrum (INDOC), Leiden.
Internationale Christelijke Vredes Dients,
Amsterdam.
Jonge Socialisten in de PvdA.
Komitee Indonesia, Amsterdam.
Liga voor de Rechten van de Mens, Amsterdam.
Movement of Indonesians Abroad for
Human Rights, Leiden.
Nederlands Centrum voor Inheemse
Volken, Amsterdam.
Nunusaku, Krimpen a/d Ijssel.
Oost-Timor Groep Nederland, Amsterdam.
Pax Christi Nederland, Utrecht.
Solidariteitsfonds XminY, Amsterdam.
Stichting Papua Volken, Delft.
Werkgroep Purnama, Utrecht.
Yayasan Perhimpunan Indonesia, Amsterdam.
c/o Komitee Indonesia
Postbus 92066
1090 AB Amsterdam
tel. 020 6936050
fax 020 6684085
c.c. The Dutch Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr P. Kooijmans. The Dutch Minister of Development Cooperation, Mr J.
Pronk. The Secretary-General of the United
Nations, Mr Boutros Boutros Ghali. The
Organizing Committee of the APCET, Manila.

E TIMORESE REBELS URGE
PRESSURE ON INDONESIA
SANTANA & HORTA SPEAK VIA
VIDEO
The wires report that videotapes from Jose
Ramos Horta and Nino Kunis Santana were
shown at APCET. A statement from Xanana
was also read. And Bishop Soma arrived in
Manila.
MANILA, June 2 (Reuter) - East Timor
rebel leaders on Thursday called for international diplomatic pressure to force Indonesia
to the negotiating table to end what they
said was its military occupation of the former Portuguese colony. The appeals from
Jose Ramos Horta and Nino Kunis Santana
came in videotaped messages shown at the
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third day of an international conference in
Manila on Indonesia's rule over East Timor
and its human rights record there. The Philippine government, anxious to placate an
angry Indonesia, banned Timorese leaders
from attending the conference, which is due
to end on Saturday. It also banned foreigners
including Danielle Mitterrand, wife of the
French president, and expelled more than 10
conference delegates who arrived at Manila
airport, including Nobel Peace Prize winner
Mairead Maguire. "We remain ready to
enter into a process of dialogue without
preconditions," Santana said in his message,
which conference organisers said was taped
in a secret location in East Timor. "We appeal to all participants of the Asia-Pacific
conference on East Timor to support this
peace plan," he said. Santana is commander
of Falentil, armed wing of the National
Council for Maubere Resistance (CNRM),
an umbrella organisation for dissident
groups fighting for an independent East
Timor. Indonesia invaded the island in 1975
and annexed it as its 27th province the following year. Dissident groups say more
than 200,000 East Timorese have died under
Indonesian rule. Santana, who accused the
Indonesian government of inflexibility and
arrogance, added that negotiations should be
held under United Nations auspices. Horta,
who is co-chairman of the CNRM but lives
in exile using Australia as his base, said the
CNRM would never give up the struggle for
independence. "No matter the pressures
brought to bear on us, no matter the atrocities... no matter the blackmail (and) intimidation, we will win as much as the people of
South Africa have won their independence,
as much as the people of Eastern Europe
managed to dismantle the Warsaw Pact, the
Berlin Wall," he said. The conference also
heard a message of greetings purportedly
from rebel leader Xanana Gusmão, who was
captured in late 1992 and is serving a 20year jail sentence in Indonesia.

JAPANESE BISHOP LANDS
FOR EAST TIMOR MEET
MANILA, June 2 (UPI) -- A Roman
Catholic bishop from Japan arrived in Manila Thursday for a conference on Indonesia's annexation of East Timor as the Philippine government's ostensible ban on foreign
participation continued to leak. Bishop
Aloisius Nobuo Soma's arrival in Asia's only
Catholic nation had been delayed because
his name was included among 20 foreigners - mostly suspected leaders of the East
Timorese resistance movement -- who were
black-listed by the government. Soma was
later removed from the list, allowing him to
deliver the closing remarks Saturday at the
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four-day Asia-Pacific Conference on East
Timor. "I am very disappointed that other
people were not allowed," Soma told reporters through an interpreter shortly after
arriving from Nagoya, Japan....
The Supreme Court Monday upheld the
ban on non-Filipino participants. But the
Bureau of Immigration agreed to hold deportation proceedings for the foreign participants Friday after most of the conference is
completed. That approach has undercut
Ramos' stated purpose for barring nonFilipinos: not allowing foreigners to use
Philippine territory to challenge the territorial integrity of a friendly neighbor....

AI FI198/94 INDONESIA/EAST
TIMOR
EXTERNAL (for general distribution) AI
Index: ASA 21/15/94 Distr: UA/SC
2 June 1994
Further information on UA 198/94 (ASA
21/12/94, 23 May 1994) - Fear of torture /
arbitrary detention
INDONESIA/EAST TIMOR: Jose Antonio Neves (held in Malang, East Java)
Antonio Soares (new name, now released)
Anibal (held in East Timor) Lucas Tilman dos Santos Marcos Miguel Nuno de
Andrade Sarmento Corvelho Octaviano
Pantaleao Pedro Fatima Tilman Rosalino
Rui Fernandes
and new name: Isaac
Amnesty International continues to be
concerned for the safety of East Timorese
pro-independence activists arrested and
detained by Indonesian military forces in
April and May 1994.
Jose Antonio Neves, arrested on 19 May
in Malang, is now reported to be detained in
the city's police station, POLRES Malang.
Another student, Antonio Soares, was reportedly detained later the same day and
held briefly for questioning before being
released without charge. Towards the end of
May he was summoned to the police station
in Malang where he was ordered to identify
Jose Antonio Neves. He reported that he
was unable to speak to the latter but that he
did not appear to have been tortured.
In East Timor, it has now been reported
that one other person, named Isaac, from
Santa Cruz, Dili, was also arrested in May.
Amnesty International understands that
four of those arrested in East Timor may
soon be brought to trial.
FURTHER RECOMMENDED
ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express and airmail letters in English or your own language:
- expressing continued concern for the
safety of Jose Antonio Neves and the others
named above (please list all the names);

- urging the government to act immediately to protect them from torture or illtreatment;
- calling upon the government to permit
all political detainees to have immediate
access to legal counsel of their own choosing;
- urging the government to release immediately all those held for their non-violent
political activities.
APPEALS TO:
MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
Haji Utoyo Usman S.H. [Salutation: Dear
Minister Utoyo Usman] Menteri Kehakiman Jl. Rasuna Said Kav. 6-7 Kuningan
Jakarta Selatan Indonesia Faxes: +62 21
3141 625 Telexes: 44404 ditjenim ia Telegrams: Justice Minister, Jakarta, Indonesia
MILITARY COMMANDER REGION
IX: (covers Bali, Lombok and Nusa Tenggara including East Timor)
Brigadier-General R. Adang Ruchiatna
[Salutation: Dear Brigadier-General Adang
Ruchiatna] Pangdam Markas Besar
KODAM IX Udayana Denpasar Bali, Indonesia Telegrams: Pangdam IX/Udayana,
Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia
PLEASE SEND COPIES OF YOUR
APPEALS TO: His Excellency Mr Junus
Effendy Habibie, Embassy of Indonesia, 38
Grosvenor Square, London W1X 9AD
[Please see the responses to this topic for
the addresses of diplomatic representatives
in other countries]
AND, IF POSSIBLE, TO THE
FOLLOWING:
Lt. Gen. (Ret) Ali Said Chairman, National Commission on Human Rights c/o
Directorat Jenderal Pemasyarakatan Jl. Veteran No. 11 Jakarta Pusat, Indonesia
PLEASE SEND APPEALS
IMMEDIATELY. Please do not send appeals after 14 July 1994.

LBH COMMENTS ON MANILA
CONFERENCE
extracts from article in 'The Australian',
June 1st.
The decision of the Philippines Supreme
Court to allow APCET to proceed in Manila was applauded by LBH.
'We can learn a valuable lesson from democracy in the Philippines. That is that the
Government cannot intervene at will in the
affairs of society,' LBH spokesman Hendardi said.
LBH said this week that Indonesia had
missed a big chance to turn the Manila conference in its favour.
'The conference could have given us an
opportunity to explain our stance in an
inoffensive diplomatic manner,' LBH executive director Mulyana Kusumah said.
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He said that instead of resorting to 'ultradefensive' diplomacy Indonesia could have
provided 'evidence, arguments and solutions'
to counter any allegations about human
rights abuses in East Timor.
In a letter to the organizing committee of
the conference, LBH said the governments
of the Philippines and Indonesia had violated the principle of freedom of expression
and association.
Meanwhile in Kuala Lumpur Malaysian
activists clashed with Indonesian nationalists late yesterday outside Jakarta's embassy over the banning of the conference.
Witnesses said that 40 Malaysian human
rights activists, who had not realized that
the conference was to go ahead, were
slapped and kicked after going to the Indonesian embassy in Kuala Lumpur to deliver
a petition.

INDONESIAN EMBASSY
INSTIGATES THUGS TO
DISRUPT EAST TIMOR
RALLY IN KUALA LUMPUR
The following is a report on the East Timor
protest rally in Kuala Lumpur
From CNRM, June 1
At 10:30am on May 31, a peaceful rally
was held outside the Indonesian Embassy in
Kuala Lumpur. The rally was in response to
appeal from organizers of the Asia Pacific
Conference on East Timor (APCET) in the
Philippines to protest against the continual
occupation of East Timor by Indonesia and
the banning of foreign participation in
APCET.
A joint statement which condemned the
Indonesian government for its invasion and
occupation of East Timor was endorsed by
14 Malaysian NGOs - including Suara
Rakyat Malaysia (SUARAM), Tenaganita,
All Malaysian Women's Society (AWAM),
Aliran, Parti Rakyat Malaysia (PRM) and
the Democratic Action Party Socialist
Youth (DAPSY).
The statement also deplored the Filipino
government for banning the attendance of
foreign delegates at APCET. In addition, the
Malaysian Government was condemned for
adopting double standards - by being vocal
on championing human rights in Bosnia but
turning a blind eye to Indonesian brutality in
East Timor despite the killing of Kamal
Bamadhaj, a Malaysian student at the November 12, 1991 Dili massacre.
The rally began with the activists holding
placards and chanting slogans "bebas Timor
Timor" (Free East Timor). A number of the
international and local media were present.
However, the Malaysian police where nowhere to be found. This was due to the late
notice being given out, in the hope that the

police would not create problems for the
rally.
As it turned out, the activists didn't have
any problems with the police but with the
Indonesian Embassy security. A few employees of the Embassy quickly assembled
an aggressive mob of thugs, who began
shouting racist slurs against the Malaysian
activists - implying that they were "not
Malaysians" as they weren't distinctively
"Malay" faces present with the activists.
As the activists held on, the racist taunts
turned suddenly aggressive as they pushed
the activists around, snatched their placards
and ripped them into pieces.
There was a lot of jostling and pushing.
Finally an officiously looking person descended from the Embassy, whereupon the
activists explained their intention to see the
Indonesian Ambassador. They where then
directed into the Indonesian compound. All
the media and photographers were banned
from entering with them. Identity cards
were taken of people who entered the compound, while those activists with camera
where harassed.
Strangely enough, while the Embassy officials banned journalists from entering, a
pack of aggressive thugs were rounded up
and allowed to follow the activists into the
compound. They persisted with taunts and
threats of violence. "kami akan bunuh kau di
luar" - "we will kill you outside", they
hissed.
All of a sudden, the camera belonging to
an activist from Center from Orang Asli
Concern - COAC (an indigenous peoples’
group in West Malaysia) was ripped off his
hands by an embassy staff. The staff ran
with the camera and with a huge swing
brought the camera down, completely
smashing the RM2,500 camera into smithereens. Another thug promptly set after the
activist with a motorcycle helmet, and tried
to bludgeon the activist over the head with
it.
Luckily, the helmet made a glancing blow
at the activist's hand. As there were many
journalists gleefully clicking away at the
brawl, the Embassy official quickly brought
the situation under control. A serious fight
could easily have followed.
Later a group of activists went into the
building of the Indonesian Embassy. There,
the activists were told that the ambassador
was not available. A man who identified
himself as the Naval Attaché accepted the
letter of petition which the 14 Malaysian
NGOs have signed and promised to bring it
to the attention of his superiors.
However, the Indonesian embassy people claimed that they were unable to guarantee the activists' safety both inside and outside the Indonesian compound. It was sug-
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gested that they waited for the police to
arrive.
That wait for the police escort lasted for
over half an hour, as the police chiefs lumbered into action. All the while that they
were stalling for time, the Indonesian Embassy staff retained the identity cards of the
activists, despite much protest from the
activists.
Finally the police arrived, led by the Operations Chief of the Federal Territory
(Kuala Lumpur). They promptly ignored
the activists, but went immediately for a
private meeting with the Indonesian officials, where a police report was made
against the rallying activists.
The police took down all the particulars
of the activists; and there is likelihood that
charges against them would be laid some
time in the future. The perpetrators of violence cried foul and the Malaysian police
lapped it all up with nary a question.
As to the bastard who smashed COAC's
camera, nothing could be done about it since
he has diplomatic immunity. Nevertheless, a
police report against the bastard will be
made by the COAC activist and together
with other activists are demanding the Indonesian embassy to pay compensation.
After that, a press conference was held,
where the brawl at the Embassy was
brought into perspective with the Indonesian Government's desperation to build a
wall of silence around East Timor. Under
the pretence of ASEAN Solidarity, the Indonesian perpetrators easily cried foul and
condemn all criticisms against its brutality in
East Timor. Just as it tried to bully the Malaysian police, and the Malaysian NGOs
into following its agenda.
It should be noted that public awareness
in Malaysia about Indonesia's brutality in
East Timor is high. The very fact that the
Malaysian Government kept quiet about
East Timor, in spite of a Malaysian activist
being shot in Dili in 1991, has invoked some
resentment from the community. Furthermore, the Malaysian government sought to
embarrass itself by apologising to Indonesia
after the "accidental airing" of footage of the
Dili Massacre on State run TV. The double
standards of the Malaysian Government are
clear to the public eye.
The public is quiet clearly aware of the
disgusting hypocrisy which the Indonesian
government is playing with regards to its
human rights record. The fact that it continues to bully its neighbours into submitting
creates more resentment against its heavyhandedness that help cover up the East
Timor struggle.
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EAST TIMOR: MANILA
BISHOP HITS BAN ON
RIGHTS MEET
By Ramon Isberto
MANILA, May 30 (IPS) - The Philippines' most senior Catholic bishop has criticised as "foolish" President Fidel Ramos'
moves to stop an international conference
on East Timor set to start May 31.
"As a Filipino citizen and as brother in
the faith, I apologise for the ineptitude of
my political leaders to spearhead the growth
of freedom and human dignity in our region," wrote Manila Archbishop Jaime Cardinal Sin to his counterpart in Dili, East
Timor, Carlos Felipe Ximenes Belo.
"I know how much your people have
suffered all these years on account of the
illegal Indonesian occupation of East
Timor," Sin said. "I know that this has resulted in abominable human rights violations
inflicted upon your flock."
Sin's letter, which was distributed to the
press by the conference organisers, was just
the latest sign that the controversy over the
Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor
(APCET) has spun out of the government's
control.
Pressed by Jakarta to stop the meeting,
Ramos last week banned foreigners from
joining the conference.
Over the weekend, a regional trial court,
acting on the petition of the newly organised
Philippine-Indonesian Friendship Society,
ordered APCET organisers not to hold the
meeting as planned in the campus of the
University of the Philippines.
Those moves won Jakarta's praise, but
also drew sharp criticism from human rights
advocates and organisations in various countries.
Sin's public criticism of Manila's actions
highlights the sensitive religious dimension
of the East Timor controversy.
The former Portuguese colony is 80 percent Roman Catholic. Up to 200,000 people
are said to have been killed since the Indonesians invaded and then annexed the territory
in 1975-1976. Indonesia is a predominantly
Muslim country.
To demonstrate the Catholic Church's
concern, Pope John Paul II visited Dili in
1989.
Rejecting the arguments of some Filipino
commentators that Manila's good ties with
Jakarta outweighed human rights concerns in
East Timor, Sin said: "Our faith tells us that
it is Christ who suffers every time human
rights are trampled upon."
Sin also expressed disappointment over
Manila's decision to bar the entry of Nobel
Peace Prize winner Mairead Maguire on
Saturday. Maguire and a companion were
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stopped at the Manila international airport
and made to board the next plane back to
Amsterdam.
Susan Castillo, a university professor
who was scheduled to speak before the
conference, was also stopped at the airport
and sent out on another flight.
Several other prominent APCET participants were expected to arrive and may be
turned back by Philippine immigration.
These include several Catholic bishops. One
of them, Japanese bishop, Rev. Aloysius
Nabuo Soma, is supposed to fly in Tuesday
evening.
"I'm sorry to see the political leaders of
my own nation giving in to the pressure of a
foreign nation," said Sin.
Recalling that Filipinos had ousted a dictatorial government in Manila in 1986, the
outspoken Catholic bishop said: "How
short is our memory and how thoughtless
we could become only a few years after our
own liberation."
Meanwhile, APCET organisers said they
would push through with the meeting despite the court order and the decision of
University of the Philippines authorities not
to allow the use of campus facilities.
APCET organisers have petitioned the
Supreme Court to set aside the lower court
order barring the conference, but there was
no indication whether the high court would
act in time. The conference is supposed to
start Tuesday afternoon.
At a press conference Monday, 10 foreign participants who arrived in the country
before the ban order was issued, sought an
audience with Ramos and asked him to reconsider his policy.
"We feel your actions over the last few
weeks indicate that you have not been receiving good advice on the issues involved in
East Timor," they said in a joint statement.
"We are aware that this may be contempt
of court," said Renato Constantino Jr, chair
of the APCET organising committee. "We
are ready to face the consequences."
(END/IPS/RI/LNH/94)

EXCERPTS FROM THE
FILIPINO PRESS IN THE
UNITED STATES
A SHARED LOSS OF SOVEREIGNTY
Rev. Tony Ubaldo
Philippine News June 1/7, editorial page,
abridged
Until now, we Filipinos may not have
felt much of a bond with the Timorese, although in retrospect a bond seems natural.
We are the two "Latinized" and Christian
nations in Southeast Asia.

And now we Filipinos have experienced
something else that will bond us to the
Timorese: a loss of sovereignty at the hands
of the Indonesian government.
As a Filipino American, I grieve again for
the pain endured by my country of origin.
And I grieve for East Timor as well.
(Rev. Ubaldo is Chair of the AsianAmerican Ministries Caucus of the United
Methodist Church, California-Nevada Annual Conference)
--EAST TIMOR MEET STIRS
JAKARTA-MANILA TENSION
Philippine News, June 1/7, p. A14
abridged
In the days leading to the East Timor
conference, [Fidel] Ramos held a closeddoor discussion with University of the Philippines president Emil Javier to persuade
him to cancel the controversial seminar. At
the same time members of the House of
Representatives led by Speaker Jose de
Venecia appealed to the organisers of the
conference to find another venue apart from
the Philippines.
"There is no way the private conference
on the human rights situation in East Timor
can be scrapped," the state-run university
president said.
Meanwhile the Law Association of Asia
and the Pacific, a participant, through its
human rights committee secretary Carlos
Medina said that the government would be
in violation of the constitutional right to
freedom of speech if it cancelled the conference.
For its part, Jakarta had threatened not to
host the second round of peace negotiations
between the Ramos administration and the
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), a
Muslim secessionist group. Indonesia sponsored the first round of talks between the
two factions last year.
"It will definitely be postponed if, between now and June, this disappointment
(on the East Timor seminar) is not addressed in a proper way," the Foreign Office
said.
Ambassador Manuel Yan, head of the
government panel, stated that the talks with
the MNLF representatives would continue
despite Jakarta's threats to call it off.
"We will discuss alternative venues once
we have received a formal reply from the
Indonesian government that they can no
longer host the peace talks. But definitely,
the talks will continue," Yan said.
The first East Asian Business Conference
(EABC) scheduled for May 26 was postponed due to the pull-out of Indonesian
representatives in protest of the East Timor
seminar.
Organisers of the EABC said that members of the Malaysian, Brunei, Indonesian
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and Philippine teams have opted to move
their economic summit to September or
October.
"Half of the 300 foreign delegates expected to attend are Indonesians and their
absence would cripple the business conference and affect the formation of the EABC,"
steering committee chair Vicente Paterno
said.
"I hope postponement of the Davao East
Asian Business Convention does not unduly
delay the benefits to the Philippines in general and to our brothers in Mindanao in
particular that we can reap from the East
Asian Growth Area project," trade secretary
Rizalino Navarro said in a statement.

INDONESIANS PROTEST
MANILA BAN
Jakarta Post, May 28. abridged
(Jakarta) A group of Indonesian activists
paid a visit to the Philippine embassy in
Jakarta yesterday, criticising Manila for
sacrificing its democracy to placate Jakarta.
Scholar George Aditjondro and human
rights campaigner H.J.C. Princen led a fiveperson delegation to the embassy to present
a statement calling on the Philippines to lift
the ban against foreign participation in the
East Timor conference.
"We had always thought the Philippines
has a better democratic tradition than the
rest of Southeast Asia," the delegation said
in a statement. "However, we no longer
subscribe to this view."
They said in the statement that "it was a
lie" to say that the conference was initiated
by people who opposed East Timor's integration with Indonesia, because there are 12
international organisations which are sponsoring the event.
"Given the international dimensions of
the sponsors, the ban by the Philippine
government preventing non-Filipinos from
taking part in the conference has hurt the
Philippines credibility in international relations."
They also deplored the impression that
the Philippines could trade the fate of the
East Timor people for that of the Moslem
Moro tribe, which is fighting for autonomy
in southern Philippines.

TIMORESE MISSION TO
PORTUGAL BRINGS
POSITIVE IMPACT
Jakarta Post, May 28 Dateline: Jakarta
[Of note for Lopes da Cruz' ingenuous
lies and distortions about the demonstration,
particularly the people he claims to have
seen there]

(Jakarta) -- A delegation of East
Timorese pilgrims returning from the holy
Catholic shrine of Fatima in Portugal this
month say their mission has raised Indonesia's standing on the East Timor issue.
Upon their arrival at the Portela airport
on May 10, the delegation was warmly
greeted by about 200 of the 1,800 East
Timorese living in Portugal.
However, they were also met by a group
of riotous demonstrators wearing black
shirts who called them "traitors", "murderers" and "sellers of East Timor."
Among the demonstrators were the seven
young men from East Timor whom Lopes
accommodated at his home in Jakarta last
year after they failed to obtain political
asylum from either Sweden or Finland. The
seven subsequently obtained asylum in
Portugal.
Lopes counted 28 demonstrators, including Joao Viegas Carrascalão, Jose Manuel
Ramos Horta, Barbedo Magalhaës, Luisa
Teotonio Pereira and Mario Tome who are
known to have strongly opposed East
Timor's integration with Indonesia.
Lopes viewed the protest was engineered
by Joao Carrascalão, Jose Ramos Horta, and
Portuguese non-governmental organisations
"who were frustrated and disappointed at
the Portuguese government for willing to
meet with Indonesian East Timorese.

FOREIGNERS TO LEAVE
AFTER TIMOR MEETING
June 3, 1994
UPI Manila, -- Foreigners who defied a
Philippine government ban on participating
in a conference on East Timor reached an
agreement Friday with immigration authorities to leave the country by June 11, a week
after the controversial forum ends. The 10
foreign delegates to Asia-Pacific Conference
on East Timor also agreed to "desist from
making further political statements or engaging in partisan political activities" while in
the country. The ruling by Immigration
Commissioner Zafiro Respicio appears to
have ended a week-long standoff between
Philippine President Fidel Ramos and the
organizers of the conference on Indonesia's
annexation of East Timor. The Bureau of
Immigration, which had threatened immediate deportation for the foreign participants,
revalidated their visas and removed their
names from the government's so-called
"black list." For Ramos, who has come under heavy fire for buckling under pressure
from Jakarta to thwart the conference, the
agreement allows the government to avoid
the spectacle of expelling the human rights
advocates. For the foreigners, the deal means
they will have been able to participate in the
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forum aimed at focusing international attention on East Timor. The controversy surrounding the conference which ends Saturday produced more interest than they had
hoped for, organizers said.

POLEMIC AROUND A
CONFERENCE ON EAST
TIMOR
Le Monde, June 1st, 1994
Dateline: Bangkok (Jean-Claude Pomonti)
Translated from French
The Conference on East Timor, to which
Danielle Mitterrand had to give up participation, opened on Tuesday, May 31 in
Manila as the Supreme Court overruled the
ban pronounced a few days before by a
tribunal of the capital. The Court, however,
confirmed that the government was entitled
to invoke "national security" reasons to bar
its access to thirty four foreigners, among
whom the wife of the French president, the
Irish Peace Nobel Price Mairead Maguire
and Maria Barroso Soares, the wife of the
Portuguese head of State. (1)
Giving in to pressure from Jakarta, which
considered this private conference as a
"platform [aimed] to attack and discredit
Indonesia", the government of President
Fidel Ramos finally undertook everything to
prevent its meeting. An ally of Manila
among the ASEAN, Indonesia, which had
militarily occupied East Timor in 1975 and
annexed it the following year, threatened to
give up its mediating role with Muslim rebels in the south of the Filipino archipelago
and to freeze investments evaluated to US
$300 million.
For President Ramos, who had first accepted the holding of this conference because it was privately organised, the result
is a disaster. Indonesia, whose army is responsible for a bloody repression in the
former Portuguese territory, is furious because the conference -- where the addresses
of absent or deported guests are being read
in the tribune -- takes place nevertheless and
therefore enjoys more publicity .
Numerous voices have raised there, including that of Cardinal Sin, the archbishop
of Manila, to denounce the Power's interference. As for Filipino police, it is condemned
to search for -- and if possible to expel -- a
dozen foreign participants who succeeded to
enter the country. Finally, this polemic
happens as Mr Ramos is to visit France in
1994, in the framework of a "Philippine
year".
(1) In a press conference, Monday in
Paris, Mrs Mitterrand who presides the
association France Libertés denounced the
"blackmail" and "tyrannical pressure" ex-
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erted by Indonesia on the Philippines to bar
her participation to the conference.

INDONESIA ACCUSED OF
GENOCIDE
Toronto Globe and Mail, 3 June 1994
(Note: several stories on APCET have
appeared in the Canadian press, using AP or
Southam News Service wire copy)
MANILA -- A Canadian delegate to a
conference on East Timor accused Indonesia
of genocide in the former Portuguese colony
in Southeast Asia.
The conference entered its third day today, despite Philippine government efforts
to ban foreigners and deport 10 who entered
the country despite the restrictions.
Yesterday, Canadian delegate Sharon
Scharfe of Ottawa told the conference that
Timorese women were forced to have babies
by Indonesian soldiers and others were
forcibly sterilized as part of a genocide
campaign.
"The villages of East Timor are under
control of the Indonesian military," she said.
"and to protest forced injections is to lay
oneself open to executions and disappearances."
Ms. Scharfe was among 10 foreigners
whose visas were revoked yesterday. But
their lawyers persuaded the Bureau of Immigration and Deportation to postpone the
deportation hearings until tomorrow, when
the conference ends.
Indonesia annexed the Portuguese colony
of East Timor in 1976, after intervening in a
civil war, and has insisted that the East
Timorese people favoured integration with
Indonesia.
The United Nations, however, still recognizes Portugal as the territory's administering power and human-rights activists
have accused Indonesia of widespread
abuses in East Timor.

HUMAN RIGHTS-ASIA:
DOLLARS AND DEMOCRAC Y
COLLIDE
By Leah Makabenta
BANGKOK, May 31 (IPS) - Democracy
and human rights are on the retreat in Asia
as powerful economic interests shape politics in the region, including how Asian countries deal with one another and the world at
large.
The Philippines' banning of the AsiaPacific Conference on East Timor in Manila
this week on pain of diplomatic and economic sanctions from Indonesia is the latest
example of idealism abandoned for expediency.
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Earlier, U.S. President Bill Clinton had
also extended China's Most Favoured Nation (MFN) trade status despite Beijing's
dismal human rights record.
Manila and Washington had to admit
they were putting national economic interest
before democracy and human rights.
Political analysts see current 'establishment thinking' in Asia, the most vocal exp onents of which are Singapore and Malaysia,
at work in these developments.
This view, consolidated in a series of
statements and conferences involving the
Association of South-east Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and its leaders, says there is an
inherent Asian core of values that will not
allow Western-style democracy -- with its
emphasis on human and individual rights -to flourish.
The main argument is that there is an
Asian way of settling disputes and addressing human rights concerns so as not to offend one another. But social activists dismiss this notion as nothing more than a
cover used by authoritarian regimes in the
region to hide their anti-democratic actions.
Tibet's Dalai Lama, leader of a country
whose culture and identity is being destroyed by the Chinese, recently lamented
Asia's self-serving reading of human rights
concepts. "This is wrong because human
rights are universal," he said.
Clinton had demanded that China make
"overall significant progress" on seven human rights issues or risk losing its MFN
status, a demand Beijing ignored and ridiculed.
Economically buoyant South-east Asian
countries, facing various forms of U. S. trade
sanctions linked to human rights and democracy, supported Beijing in its stand-off with
Washington.
The argument was that human rights are a
minor and culturally sensitive issue while
continued U.S. engagement in China would
ensure South-east Asian security and prosperity.
In announcing his cave-in last week, Clinton said the only way Washington could
support human rights in China and promote
international security and its own considerable business interests was by "engaging the
Chinese".
This cemented China's pivotal role in
Asia and was greeted with enthusiasm in the
region. Commented Thai deputy premier
Surin Pitsuwan: "Sometimes the social values and judgments of one country cannot be
imposed on another. Values cannot be seen
as black and white."
Washington is now mulling the extension
of trade privileges to Indonesia and Thailand
following allegations of violations of workers' rights in those countries. Malaysia,
meanwhile is facing suspension from the

Generalised System of Privileges, also for
violation of labour rights.
At a meeting bringing together ASEAN
labour ministers in Singapore in mid-May,
Singapore deputy prime minister Lee Hsien
Loong said Asian leaders would resist attempts by the West to link labour and human rights standards to trade.
Lee said attempts by the West to impose
its "inflexible and unreasonable" standards
of wages and benefits in Asia was protectionism in disguise.
Significantly, however, ASEAN leaders
have been conspicuously silent over the
recent blatant imposition of one country's
will over another right in their own backyard.
Confronted with heavy-handed pressure
from Jakarta, the government of Philippine
President Fidel Ramos has backed down and
issued a series of rather desperate actions to
stop the holding of the East Timor conference in Manila.
Ramos had earlier sent an envoy to Jakarta to explain it would be unconstitutional
to cancel the meeting as Indonesia demanded
because the Philippine constitution guarantees freedom of speech and association.
Jakarta's response was a threat to withdraw from its role as a broker in negotiations
between Manila and the Philippine Muslim
separatist group, the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF).
The Indonesian government also banned
various delegations of government officials,
businessmen, industrialists and students
from attending conferences in the Philippines.
Ramos had been counting on economic
cooperation and investments from the Philippines' rich Muslim neighbours -- Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei -- to help develop
the southern Philippine island of Mindanao
and thus propel the recovery of the economically depressed country.
The Philippine leader has since banned
foreign participants to the East Timor conference, saying the move was in line with
"the ASEAN practice of quiet bilateral and
regional dialogue" that had helped the sixnation organisation maintain unity.
Organisers of the conference had said it
would tackle various aspects of the East
Timorese struggle, including human rights
abuses, and compare it with similar situations in Asian nations.
The Indonesian annexation of East Timor
in 1975 has never been recognised by the
United Nations, which has issued repeated
calls to Indonesia to withdraw.
At least 200,000 people are believed to
have been killed or disappeared in East
Timor, where a independence movement has
been active in the past two decades. In
1991, at least 100 East Timorese protesters
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were shot by Indonesian troops, putting the
issue under a glaring international spotlight.
But true to the vaunted ASEAN way,
leaders of the member- nations have been
careful not to offend Jakarta and have kept
East Timor an non-issue in the region.
Malaysia's government-controlled media
is careful never to refer to the East Timor
affair nor to another sensitive Indonesian
issue, the secessionist war of the Acehnese
people in Sumatra province.
The showing of a film of the East Timor
massacre in state- owned Malaysian television in 1992 almost triggered a diplomatic
row between Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur.
In the current dispute, ASEAN leaders
seem to be watching cautiously, hoping it
would go away without their having to take
sides between Manila and Jakarta. But last
week, Malaysian premier Mahathir
Mohamad said Ramos's handling of the
issue was "all wrong".
Indonesian ambassador to Thailand,
Lopes da Cruz, meanwhile, claimed a "90
percent" victory for Indonesia after Ramos
announced the ban against foreign participants. He added with a laugh, "Let us consider the remaining 10 percent as a present
to them."

PHILIPPINES-EAST TIMOR:
RIGHTS MEET OPENS WITH
A PARTY
By Ramon Isberto
MANILA, May 31 (IPS) - The Philippine and Indonesian governments had tried
to scuttle it, but the controversial Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor (APCET)
opened as scheduled Tuesday and the organisers promptly called a party.
APCET organising chair Renato Constantino Jr, whose name has become anathema
to both Manila and Jakarta, spoke gravely in
his opening address of tearing "the shroud of
silence that has cloaked the East Timor issue
for many years".
After a few more earnest statements, including one of East Timor resistance leader
Jose Ramos Horta who was banned from
the conference, the master of ceremonies
invited the hundreds of people who packed
the meeting hall at the University of the
Philippines (U.P.) to join a local rock band
out in the street.
APCET organisers have indeed much to
celebrate. Just hours earlier, the Supreme
Court acting on an urgent petition directed a
lower court not to implement its order banning the conference. That allowed the meeting to be held in its original venue -- the
premises of the U.P. College of Law.
But the Supreme Court added that its order does not stop Philippine President Fidel

Ramos from banning foreigners from entering the country to participate in the conference "when demanded by the national interest and national security".
This has raised fears the government
would make good its threats to arrest and
deport some 15 foreign delegates attending
the meeting and to block several more expected to arrive shortly.
"This is a sad development for those who
believe in the libertarian tradition of the
Constitution," said Senator Raul Roco, who
chairs the Senate human rights committee.
Despite these drawbacks, Constantino
said the high court ruling was already "a
bonus". APCET organisers agreed the Manila meeting was the most successful parley
on East Timor ever -- even before it started.
"Indonesia, by applying so much pressure on the Philippines to stop the conference, has made this meeting a big, big success," said Pedro Pinto-Leite, a Portuguese
national and member of the International
Platform of Jurists for East Timor, one of
the APCET organisers.
"In the past it was unthinkable that a
conference on East Timor could attract so
much coverage by the international and local
press," he added.
Conference organisers were unanimous in
giving credit to both the Indonesian and
Philippine governments for helping them
achieve the meeting's main objective -- to
draw attention to the East Timor cause.
"Look at what has happened. Before all
this, most Filipinos didn't even know where
to find East Timor on the map, much less
know what happened there. That is changing," said former economic planning secretary Solita Monsod who teaches economics
at the University of the Philippines.
Manila newspapers have run lengthy features on the history of Indonesia's occupation and annexation of the former Portuguese colony, including allegations that more
than 200,000 East Timorese have been killed
or have died of disease and starvation.
"Genocide or ethnic cleansing is how
(human rights groups) call Indonesia's policy towards East Timor," said a front-page
article on the Tuesday edition of the 'Philippine Daily Inquirer', the country's largest
circulation daily.
APCET press conferences are packed
with local and foreign journalists. And international media interest has been kept high
by fresh batches of deportations of foreign
meeting participants.
On Monday, immigration agents deported two Portuguese, an Australian and
four Sri Lankan nationals thought to be
headed for the APCET upon their arrival at
the Manila international airport.
Authorities had earlier expelled several
other foreign delegates, including Nobel
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Peace laureate Mairead Maguire. The wife
of French President Francois Mitterrand,
Danielle, who was to have delivered the
keynote speech at the meeting, decided not
to come after being included in the government blacklist.
On Tuesday, Manila announced the cancellation of the visas of 10 foreign delegates
who had given a press conference on Monday. Immigration deputy commissioner
Manuel Roxas said they would be arrested
and expelled, explaining every state had the
right to deport unwanted foreigners as a
"matter of self-preservation".
Human rights lawyers' groups said they
had deployed teams of lawyers to assist
APCET participants in case of trouble.
"We're ready for anything," said Ma. Socorro Diokno of the Free Legal Assistance
Group.
Human rights lawyers said the Supreme
Court ruling has effectively passed the buck
back to Ramos by reaffirming the president's power to ban foreigners on grounds of
national security and interest.
The question now is: how aggressively
will the government continue to use this
power? APCET organisers say more deportations are likely. But the cracks in the government position are showing.
The name of one Roman Catholic bishop
from Japan has been struck off the deportation list after strong representations from
the Catholic Church and inquiries from the
Japanese embassy.
Also, the recriminations have begun.
Senator Leticia Ramos- Shahani, Ramos'
elder sister, has said foreign affairs officials,
including Foreign Secretary Roberto Romulo, should resign for giving her brother bad
advice.
Others are clamouring for the head of National Security Adviser Jose Almonte who
they blame for creating Manila's worst diplomatic disaster in years.

EAST TIMOR: JAKARTA
DENIES PRESSURE ON
MANILA GOVERNMENT
By Bob Mantiri
BRUSSELS, May 31 (IPS) - Indonesia
denies that it has put pressure on the Philippine Government to boycott the Asia
Pacific Conference on East Timor which
opened Tuesday in Manila.
A spokesman for roving Indonesian ambassador Francisco Lopez Da Cruz, who
has responsibility for East Timor affairs,
said on Tuesday that Jakarta had not exerted
any influence on the Philippine government
regarding the conference.
He also stressed that "ASEAN members
have the responsibility not to meddle in
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each others internal affairs". The Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN)
groups Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Brunei and the Philippines.
The Indonesian official was commenting
by telephone from Jakarta on the decision of
Philippine president Fidel Ramos to ban
foreign visitors to the Asia Pacific Conference East Timor (APCET), which started
Tuesday in Manila.
East Timorese leader Ramos Horta, who
was invited to the conference, was refused a
visa by the Philippine government, together
with 10 other foreign visitors.
"It is the responsibility of the Philippine
government. Indonesia sees it also as its
responsibility as a member of the same association, not to allow a conference on its
territory, organised by the Moro Liberation
Front who want to be independent from the
Philippines' government," the Indonesian
diplomat said.
"It is not necessary to exert diplomatic or
any kind of pressure. It is a moral code for
all six ASEAN members," he added.
The powerful Indonesian Army also said
that it has nothing against holding the conference in Manila. An army spokesman last
week said that "Indonesian human rights
activists are free to attend the conference in
Manila".
At the Portuguese Foreign Ministry in
Lisbon, an official of the bureau which is in
charge of East Timor, said that "it is a good
thing that a conference on the violation of
human rights in the former Portuguese colony is held in the Asia Pacific region".
"People in that part of the world must be
informed about the cruelties which are continuously committed by the Indonesian
troops," he said.
"Manila is the right place for the Asia
Pacific Conference on East Timor," he
added.
However, he refused to say whether the
Portuguese government has protested to the
Philippine government at the boycott of the
conference, the first held in an ASEAN
member state.
In New York the Indonesian ambassador
to the United Nations said that bilateral
talks between Portugal and Indonesia under
the auspices of United Nations secretarygeneral Boutros Boutros-Ghali are continuing.
A meeting last month in Geneva did not
produce "any positive results", but the "the
confidence building measures (CBM) are a
long process", U.N. Indonesian ambassador
Nugroho Wisnumurti said.
Part of the CBM process are visits of
Portuguese parliamentarians, foreign journalists, exchange visits between Indonesian and
Portuguese East Timorese families.
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The Indonesian government claims that it
has fulfilled nearly all of those measures.
But Jakarta is still refusing to allow visits
from Portuguese politicians and journalists
to East Timor.
It also rejected Portuguese demands to release East Timorese resistance leader
Xanana Gusmão who has been sentenced to
a 20- year imprisonment.
Two years ago the Indonesian army shot
dead hundreds of people who were demonstrating in the East Timorese capital Dili for
independence. The Indonesian army alleged
that 50 people were killed but according to
Amnesty International there were more than
100 victims.

AGIR POUR TIMOR TO
APCET
To the APCET conference in Manila
Paris, June 3, 1994.
Dear friends,
Agir pour Timor wishes to address its
warmest greetings to all participants of the
Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor.
While we were unable to participate the
APCET, we closely followed all its developments. We heard and read with concern
and excitement as pressure grew against the
Conference, as foreign participants were
barred, at the unsuccessful attempt to have
the Conference legally banned, at the successful entry of some foreigners, including
the official allowance of Bishop Soma at the
end, and at the successful holding of the
Conference.
We were appalled by the pressures of the
Indonesian government, especially the arrest
of 100 Filipino fishermen, and saddened to
see the government of the Philippines give
in to the pressures. It is also sad that members of the East Timorese resistance could
not appear in person at the Conference. Yet
this is nothing in front of the response of
the civilian Filipino society.
The Supreme court ruled that the Conference could take place. The Filipino media
widely covered the whole issue, condemned
Indonesian interference and vigourously
defended Filipino democracy. Cardinal Sin
condemned the government's attitude and
made public a letter of solidarity to Mgr
Belo. But the most impressive was the
strength and determination of the Conference organisers. Never, against any odds, did
they hesitate to maintain the Conference.
The huge success of the event - with 2,000
persons reported to attend the opening was at the measure of this firmness. And we
were deeply moved by the wonderful show
of solidarity with foreign participants, when
they were escorted by Filipinos to protect
them from arrest by the police (we read

about it without unfortunately seeing images). All this response, surely, is what the
military rulers in Jakarta would never have
been able to imagine in advance.
We in France are currently involved in a
campaign "4 months for East Timor", together with 11 other organisations. One of
them is France Libertés, whose President
Danielle Mitterrand was bullied away from
participating the APCET, and then blacklisted. (We were very honoured too to discover the name of one of our members on a
black list!) Other participants are Peuples
Solidaires, a federation of groups and individual members who have direct relations
with groups of the South; CIMADE, a solidarity and development NGO; Justice and
Peace France; the International Federation of
Human Rights Leagues (FIDH); RITIMO,
Third World information network; CRID, a
collective grouping 37 organisations of international solidarity; CCPF, the Coordination of Portuguese Collectivities in France;
SNES, a major high school teachers union;
FSU, a major teachers union federation;
CGT: General Confederation of Workers, a
major trade union.
While the knowledge of the East Timor
issue remains dim in this country, the Campaign is making steady progress, with more
local groups and individuals becoming interested and concerned. Other associations
have been stimulated to position themselves
with respect to East Timor and to activate
their own networks. Other groups, like Amnesty International and ACAT, while not
participating the Campaign, have their own
action relatively to East Timor and are collaborating with us. Parliamentarians who
received the Campaign's material have
started questioning the government. Groups
involved in other issues - indigenous peoples, Tibet - are giving us their support. We
are in a new solidarity situation in France.
For the Campaign, together with Tribal
Act and ICRA International, the major event
will be the CGI meeting from 6 to 8 July,
when international aid donors to Indonesia
meet in Paris under the supervision of the
World Bank.
We view the Indonesian blackmail on the
Philippines as a danger for democracy and
stability in the Asia-Pacific region. Another
one, however, is arms sales by Western
countries, including France. Recently an
arms deal was concluded , as 20 105 LG
light cannons were sold for US $17 million
by GIAT to Indonesia as a "first chunk" of
a bigger contract. These weapons are to be
used by Indonesian marines. Why should
Indonesia want to purchase such weaponry,
being in peace with its neighbours? Agir
pour Timor has protested against this sale,
which could directly affect the East
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Timorese, but can more largely be viewed as
a destabilising factor for the whole region.
We wish APCET the best possible closing, and expect that it will mark the development of solidarity with East Timor in the
Philippines and other countries of the region, as well as a reinforcement of Filipino
democracy.
In solidarity,
Agir pour Timor

PHILIPPINES: EAST TIMOR
FIASCO HURTS
DEMOCRATIC IMAGE
An Inter Press Service Feature
By Ramon Isberto
MANILA, Jun 1 (IPS) - Last month, the
Philippines hosted the 1994 Ms Universe
beauty contest in an effort to refurbish the
country's tarnished image overseas.
In the succeeding weeks, however, much
of that work may have been undone by the
embarrassment the country has had to endure because of Manila's attempts on behalf
of Indonesia to ban a human rights conference on East Timor.
"The Philippines has suffered diplomatic
blunders before. But this must be the country's worst ever foreign policy disaster,"
said Francisco Nemenzo, a political science
professor at the University of the Philippines.
In his weekly press conference Wednesday, Ramos defended his move to bar foreign delegates from the Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor (APCET). He said the
diplomatic row threatened up to 700 million
dollars' worth of business deals with Indonesia.
These included 250 million dollars of investments plus 450 million dollars' worth of
joint venture projects such as the proposed
'Skyway', an elevated highway linking
towns south of the capital to the financial
district of Manila.
"Half of our people still live below the
poverty line," said Ramos. "I'm sure many
will agree that the welfare and well- being
aspect of the national interest should be
paramount."
When Manila balked at cancelling the
APCET which Jakarta feared would be an
Indonesia-bashing affair, Indonesia pulled
out of a multinational business conference
and froze talks on a dozen business deals
between Philippine and Indonesian companies.
Manila buckled under the pressure and
quickly banned foreign delegates to APCET.
A private group, the Philippine Indonesian
Friendship Association, apparently acting
on behalf of the government, won a court
order banning the holding of the meeting.

The Supreme Court overruled that order
Tuesday, allowing APCET to open as
scheduled at the University of the Philippines campus. But it also upheld Ramos'
authority to ban foreign participation when
"demand by national security and the national interest".
According to Ramos, the high court ruling
was the "Solomonic solution" needed to find
a way out of the crisis. "We've threaded the
eye of the needle. And the eye of this needle
was very, very small indeed," he said.
Many Filipinos think Ramos has a point.
"Going by the calls we get, people seem
to be saying: 'It's okay to be concerned
about what's happening to East Timor. But
we really don't need this sort of problem on
top of what we already have'," said Claro
Fernandez, news director of the popular TV
talk show 'Viewpoint'.
Ramos has even coined a new phrase in
defence of his government's policy. "We
have been taking hard knocks in the name of
regionism," he told reporters Wednesday.
He said Manila could have easily let the
conference push through if it had approached this issue purely from the perspective of the Philippine Constitution.
"But we have approached this from the
viewpoint of our ASEAN commitments," he
said, adding regional interests are "primary
considerations in upholding Philippine national interests".
Besides the harm to the country's economic interests, Ramos cited the possible
derailment of ongoing peace talks with Muslim separatists which are being brokered
with the help of Indonesia.
But Ramos is not short of critics. Human
rights groups decry his government's participation in the longrunning "cover-up" of
Indonesia's draconian policy in East Timor.
The deportation of such personalities as
Nobel Peace laureate Mairead Maguire upon
their arrival at the Manila international airport has also hurt the country's democratic
credentials.
Even Filipinos not enthusiastic about getting involved in the East Timor issue are
dismayed by Manila's "amateurish" handling
of the affair.
They point to how Manila hastily retreated from its initial hands-off policy once
Jakarta put the pressure on. The helterskelter manner in which foreign participants
were barred from entering country has added
to the Philippines' embarrassment.
The inclusion of Danielle Mitterrand,
wife of the French president, in the immigration blacklist was considered a particularly
damaging foul-up. Though it has yet to be
formally announced, Ramos is supposed to
visit France in September.
The choice of Raul Manglapus to deliver
a conciliatory message to Jakarta was also
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seen as a blunder. According to some observers, the former foreign secretary had
previously offended the Indonesians for
apparently supporting Portuguese criticisms
of Jakarta's occupation of East Timor.
Sending him there was reportedly seen
by the Indonesians as a insult. As it turned
out, Manglapus was unable to meet Indonesian President Suharto.

NEWS FROM LUSA (6-3-94)
It was officially announced today (Friday) that the Philippines' government has
cancelled the deportation of the 10 foreign
delegates to the conference. [I suppose this
includes Charlie, and John probably already
knew this.] Their visas were returned to
them and they are allowed to remain in the
Philippines until June 11. This decision was
made following a meeting among immigration officials and Ealexa Padilla, a lawyer
representing the foreign delegates. In the
announcement, it was said that the foreign
delegates had agreed not to issue any further
political statements nor participate in any
political activities while in the country.
============================
==============================
===============
Scott Butcher, a high official of the US
State Dep’t in charge of Indonesian, Philippine and Malaysian affairs, is presently in
Jakarta and should be visiting Dili shortly.
============================
==============================
===============
In an interview today to Portuguese radio
RDP-1, Bishop Belo declared that in the last
few days many people [East Timorese]
have been called for interrogation by the
Indonesian secret service. Belo stated the
interrogations were related to the Manila
conference, but caused by intensified repression due to the upcoming Dili visit, this
Sunday, by a group of American government officials. [Scott Butcher???] Belo could
not provide an estimate of the number of
people interrogated. "This is an inferno.
Repression continues, especially psychological pressure.", said Belo.
============================
==============================
===============
George Aditjondro, speaking over the
phone from his home in Salatiga (central
Java), said to LUSA today that the East
Timor issue is becoming increasingly uncomfortable to Indonesia because of the
negative image it projects internationally.
Aditjondro revealed that Bishop Belo had
called him recently asking him to get the
message to Manila that the conference
should emphasize an appeal for a referendum in ET. "Personally, I believe in a refer-

Page 192

endum supervised by the UN, but we must
also keep in mind what we've learned from
West Sahara where the Moroccan transmigration policy raised questions over the
meaning of a referendum there." said Aditjondro. [...] Aditjondro criticized the
Timorese Resistance leaders for "being too
concerned with obtaining support from the
West." [...]

EAST TIMOR MEET CLOUDS
RAMOS' DEMOCRATIC FACE
Manila, June 5 (Reuter) - A Manila human rights conference on East Timor has
ended with organisers claiming victory over
Indonesian "tyranny" but it raised questions
over Philippine President Fidel Ramos'
commitment to democracy. Human rights
activists said Manila's failed attempt to ban
the meeting and the expulsions of 10 foreign
delegates, including Nobel Peace prize winner Mairead Maguire, brought echoes of late
president Ferdinand Marcos' iron rule. "The
conference showed his (Ramos') commitment to democracy is very superficial," said
Francisco Nemenzo, professor at the University of the Philippines, which hosted the
meeting. "It showed that he was prepared to
suppress democratic rights and even to intrude into academic freedom for the sake of
relations with that despotic regime in Jakarta." The five-day meeting ended on Saturday with a strong condemnation of Indonesia's 1976 annexation of East Timor and a
resolution declaring East Timor an independent nation. "We won the battle, it's
time to win the war," Filipino organiser
Renato Constantino said. Ramos, Marcos'
police chief under martial law, justified the
crackdown on the conference as necessary
to preserve ties with Jakarta and keep the
solidarity of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), to which the two
countries belong. The privately organised
meeting also endangered $700 million in
potential Indonesian investments in the
country, he said. "When he started talking in
dollars and cents, it seemed it was like 1972,
the same bread or freedom argument," said
top human rights lawyer and former senator
Rene Saguisag, referring to the year when
Marcos placed the country under martial
law. Marcos was ousted 14 years later in a
popular revolt. The blaze of publicity generated by Manila's attempt to gag the conference overshadowed announcements that
the economy, sluggish for years, had made a
strong comeback, posting a 4.84 percent
first quarter growth against a measly 0.27
percent growth during the same period last
year. The fiasco over East Timor, an island
Filipinos had heard little about until last
week, also diverted attention from govern-
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ment successes in its war with communist
insurgents. "His (Ramos') credentials as a
democrat have been called into question by
his responses to Indonesian pressure," political analyst Amando Doronila of the Philippine Daily Inquirer newspaper said on
Sunday. "By implication, the president is
telling us that democracy is inconvenient to
development because it alienates sources of
development resources." Other analysts said
the political damage suffered by Ramos was
temporary....

EAST TIMOR MEET ENDS,
SELF-RULE DEMANDED
Manila, June 4 (UPI) -- A four-day forum on Indonesia's controversial annexation
of East Timor ended Saturday with participants vowing to continue to work for the
independence of the former Portuguese colony. "We won the battle, it's time to win the
war," said an emotional Renato Constantino
Jr., chairman of the Filipino group hosting
the Asia- Pacific Conference on East Timor,
as he formally ended the controversial meet.
Participants passed several resolutions that
included calling on Jakarta to recognize that
East Timor is "a country separate from
Indonesia," and pressed for the immediate
release of some 200 political prisoners. "Our
solidarity is one battle won for the East
Timorese," Constantino told reporters. "The
publicity surrounding the conference
brought international attention to the situation there."... However, more than 50 foreigners, some arriving days ahead of the
scheduled start of the conference, were still
able to slip through the dragnet and defied
the government ban on attending the conference. Ramos had threatened 10 of them with
deportation but apparently backed down
from a confrontation that would have forced
him to arrest the participants from the
grounds of the state-run University of the
Philippines, where they were billeted and
where the conference was being held. The
visas of the 10 non-Filipino participants on
the government's deportation list were renewed until June 11, a full week after the
forum ends, on condition that they would
not make any more political statements.
"While Indonesia bandied about that official
relations with the Philippines will be adversely affected...in the end, people's diplomacy triumphed," Constantino said....

EAST TIMOR CONF ENDS
Manila, Philippines (AP) -- Indonesia
should withdraw its troops from East
Timor, and the United Nations should help
end Jakarta's rule over the territory, participants at a conference on East Timor said
Saturday. Speakers at the three-day confer-

ence accused Indonesia of widespread human rights abuses in East Timor, a former
Portuguese colony.... Japanese Roman
Catholic Bishop Aloisius Nobuo Soma said
Indonesia must recognize East Timor's right
to self-determination. The request for help
from the United Nations was in the form of
a resolution passed by the conference....
Manila meeting Recognizes East Timor
"Nation" MANILA, Philippines (Reuter) A conference on East Timor which angered
Indonesia and embarrassed host nation the
Philippines ended Saturday with a call for
Indonesian forces to quit the island and a
resolution declaring it an independent nation. More than 100 delegates also urged the
United Nations to intervene, called for the
release of all East Timorese political prisoners and appealed to donor countries to pressure Jakarta into giving the Timorese their
freedom. The five-day conference bringing
together individuals from 19 countries condemned human rights abuses in the former
Portuguese colony and pledged "to help in
the struggle of the Maubere (East Timorese)
for genuine liberation in any way we can." "I
pledged to do all in my power so that the
United Nations will listen to what we say,
secure freedom for East Timor without delay and hold a free, fair referendum," Japanese Roman Catholic bishop Aloisius Nobuo Soma told the closing session....

MANILA DROPS
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST
TIMOR DELEGATES
Manila, June 3 (Reuter) - The Philippines on Friday dropped efforts to expel
foreign delegates to a human-rights conference on East Timor, allowing them instead
to stay until June 11, a week after the meeting ends. The delegates in return agreed to
leave the Philippines by that date and to
stop taking part in political activities. The
agreement was reached after a meeting between the delegates' lawyer, Alexander
Padilla, and Bureau of Immigration officials
led by Commissioner Zafiro Respicio. "I
really think the government wants to close
this chapter already. It's as simple as that,"
Padilla told reporters after the discussions.
"I feel that this is an arrangement which is
good for our country and good for everybody," Respicio said, adding that the Philippines did not want to make the controversy over the conference worse by enforcing the law "too strictly." Immigration officials said the delegates had been given until
June 11 to leave because some of them had
originally planned to stay that long....
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HOW TO BOTCH A COVERUP
INDONESIA CALLS WORLD
ATTENTION TO ITS E. TIMOR
CRUELTY
Editorial, San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News 9
June 1994:
BURNISH Your Reputation as a Bully:
The Autocrats' Guide.
Chapter 1: Censor international talk of
your government's human rights atrocities.
Case study: Indonesia tries to squelch discussion of its bloody annexation of East
Timor -- inadvertently focusing even more
international attention on it.
In many ways, Indonesia is one of Asia's
economic and social miracles, and Jakarta
deserves recognition for its successes. East
Timor sheds light on the miracle's dark side:
authoritarian, intolerant, cruel government.
Indonesia invaded East Timor, a former
Portuguese colony that had declared independence, in 1975. Thousands were killed in
fighting. Villages were forcibly relocated or
occupied by the army. A famine ensued, and
thousands more died.
The Philippines, Indonesia's next archipelago neighbor, this year planned a
conference on East Timor and invited 34
foreigners to attend. Indonesia couldn't
stand the thought of international critics in
the neighborhood. So it told the Philippines
to shut out the foreigners, or Jakarta would
quit helping Manila mediate an end to a 20year-old Muslim revolt in the Philippines.
The spineless Filipino government
obeyed. Danielle Mitterrand, a human rights
activist and wife of French President Francois Mitterrand, was barred from delivering
a speech. Nobel Peace Prize winner Mairead
Maguire and another Irish delegate were not
allowed to exit their plane in Manila. In a
flash, the story was international news.
To win international respect, Indonesia
should stop trying to shut up its critics. Let
Timor go free.

MANILA CONFERENCE ON
HUMAN RIGHTS IN EAST
TIMOR
LUSA's Crystal Ball. May 30, 1994. Translated from Portuguese
Airport police in Manila today dragged
to an airplane a Sri Lankan human rights
activist who was denied entry to the Philippines to participate in the conference on
East Timor.
According to journalists present at the
scene cited by Agence France-Presse,
Freddie Appuhamy Gamage, 31 years old,

was literally dragged by the police to a Singapore Airlines plane, delaying its departure
by 30 minutes.
Gamage, who shouted "Viva East
Timor!" as he was taken to the airplane, was
denied entry to the Philippines on arrival in
Manila, where he was to participate in the
conference on the Timorese question.
Besides Freddie Gamage, the Philippine
authorities also denied entry to the country
to three other Sri Lankan human rights activists, who boarded the Singapore Airlines
plane without offering resistance.
Over the weekend, the Manila Airport
immigration services refused entry to Nobel
Peace Prize Laureate Mairead Maguire of
North Ireland and North American academic
Susan Castilho, who intended to participate
in the conference on East Timor.
Susan Castilho, 46, professor of American literature at the University of Porto and
translator of books on East Timor, was
expelled from Manila on Sunday, after having admitted that she traveled to the Philippines to participate in the conference.
Initially, Susan Castilho had told the airport authorities that she intended to visit
the Philippines as a tourist.
On Saturday, the Irish Nobel Laureate
Mairead Maguire, 50, and his colleague,
Tom Hyland, were obliged to reboard the
same KLM airplane that had brought them
from Europe to Manila for intending to
participate in the conference on East Timor.
Maguire, who received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1976, told the Agence FrancePresse that he had decided to try to enter
the Philippines, despite knowing he might
be deported, in order to show his solidarity
with the Timorese people.
"We are deeply concerned about East
Timor, where at least one- third of the
population has been killed by the Indonesian forces. We appeal to all people to support the people of East Timor," said
Mairead Maguire.
Following pressure from the Indonesian
government, Philippine President Fidel
Ramos denied entry to the country to the
foreign delegates, including the First Ladies
of Portugal and France, Maria Barroso and
Danielle Mitterrand, who were invited to
participate in the conference on East Timor.
Susan Castilho, representative of the
University of Porto at the conference on
East Timor in the Philippines, today reflected that her and the other deportations
signified that "Timor is not a lost cause."
"The Indonesians are reacting in a paranoid and excessive manner," asserted Susan
Castilho on arrival at the Sa Carneiro Airport in Porto, after having been expelled
Sunday from Manila where she was to have
attended, from Tuesday until June 4, the
conference on East Timor.
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The representative of Porto University
announced that she was going to send a
message, which she would have read at the
meeting, to the Reuter correspondent in
Manila, to be "published in the Philippine
newspapers."
Susan Castilho said that she was
"shocked and saddened by this assault on
academic freedom," adding that "the constraint on the part of the Philippine security
agents was visible, when they told her that
she had to return to Portugal."
"The head of security himself came to
apologize to me," said the Portuguese representative, who called the attitude of the
Indonesians "stupid, in mediatory terms,
once it gave rise to greater attention, in international terms, to the problem of Timor."
Waiting for her at the airport, among others, was Barbedo de Magalhaës, professor at
the University of Porto, one of the authors
of the message which she was to have read
at the meeting.
Barbedo de Magalhaës, activist in defense
of the rights of the Maubere people, noted
that "the Manila Conference has, at this
moment, thanks to the pressure and the
deportations provoked by the Indonesians,
an outcome much greater than if it had not
had any interference."
"The only concern at this moment is the
accusation of treason to their country which
could befall some Philippine members of the
organization which, if tried and judged in
court, could lead to their death sentence,"
asserted the university professor.
"The climate that exists is tense but I
don't believe that these accusations will take
place," he added.
The conference was organized by nongovernmental Philippine bodies, with the
support of the main university of that country and the University of Porto.
"That is why our representative was included on the Indonesians' blacklist," explained Barbedo de Magalhaës.
A list, to which Susan Castilho had access, included the name of the wife of the
French President, deported Sunday, contrary to what happened to Maria Barroso,
whose name was not on that list.
A group of 15 people from various countries today sent a letter to the President of
the Philippines, Fidel Ramos, to protest his
decision to prohibit the entry of human
rights activists to the country.
"We still have hope that this stance can
be reconsidered, so that all together we can
discuss the question of human rights in East
Timor and the right of its people to selfdetermination," read the text, signed by
human rights activists from Europe, Asia,
Australia and North America.
In the letter, disclosed by the Secretariat
of the conference on East Timor, the signa-
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tories said that the positions adopted in
recent weeks by the Manila government
concerning the question of East Timor show
that the Philippine authorities "have been
misinformed by Jakarta" about the subject.
"Certainly, there is much more to tell
than what you were told by the Jakarta
government. With the holding of the conference, we wish but that the side of East
Timor will also be seen in the photography," stressed the text.
Meanwhile, a presidential communiqué
today considered a "pathetic stance" the
abusive use by the organizers of the conference of the name of the wife of the French
President, Danielle Mitterrand, who, according to the authorities in Manila, turned
down the invitation to attend the meeting.
The Manila conference on East Timor
begins on Tuesday, as anticipated, despite
the suspension ordered by a local court, the
organization announced today.
"We are ready to face the consequences,"
said Renato Constantino, President of the
organizing commission of the conference,
which will begin with an introduction of the
participants and with a reading of letters of
support for East Timor's struggle for selfdetermination.
The Philippine government threatened to
deport all the foreigners who intended to
participate in the conference and to arrest
the organizers for violation of precautionary
measures decreed Friday by the court.
The Philippine department of immigration has already prevented entry to the
country by ten foreigners who intended to
attend the conference, including Nobel Peace
Prize Laureate Mairead Maguire of Ireland,
and the North American citizen Susan Castilho, professor of American literature at the
University of Porto.
A communiqué from the department of
immigration justified the action at the Ninoy
Aquino Airport as a "measure designed to
prevent non-Filipinos from making use of
Philippine soil to undermine the territorial
integrity of a neighboring and friendly country."
More than 20 foreigners, meanwhile, are
already in Manila to participate in the conference, among them Pedro Pinto Leite,
President of the International Platform of
Jurists for East Timor, Luisa Teotonio
Pereira, activist in the Committee for the
Rights of the Maubere People, and Shambhu
Chopra, also from the Platform of Jurists.
Those who have already been prevented
from entering the Philippines are on a
"blacklist" by the country's immigration
services, which includes 12 Portuguese, six
Australians, six Indonesians, two Irish, two
French, and also one Briton, one NorthAmerican, one Japanese, and one human
rights activist of undisclosed nationality.
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The list includes the following names:
Reverend Aloisius Nobuo Soma, Reverend
Paul Moore, Carlos Candal, H.J.C. Princen,
George Aditjondro, H.A.C. Prins, Clemente
Faria, Oscar Gonçalves da Silva, Liem Siou
Liong, Carmel Budiardjo, Maria and Mario
Alkatiri, Abilio Araújo, Jose Gueta, Danielle
Mitterrand, Reverend Finau, Reverend Hilton Deakin, Abdurrahman Wahid, Ariel
Bidiuran, Jose Ramos Horta, Jose Guterres,
Joao Carrascalão, Juan Fedever, Agio
Pereira, Marcos de Orleaes, Francisco Fernandes, Rogelio Lobato, Florencio Anunciacao, Porfirio da Costa, Jose Manuel de
Oliveira, Mateus Brito Ximenes and Ventura Valentim.
The Archbishop of Manila, D. Jaime Sin,
today sent a letter to the Bishop of Dili, D.
Ximenes Belo, apologizing for the "absurd
posture" of the Philippine leaders in attempting to boycott the conference on East
Timor.
"As a Philippine citizen and as a brother
in faith, I apologize for the incapacity of my
political leaders to lead the growth of freedom and human dignity in our region," read
D. Jaime Sin's letter, to which LUSA had
access to a copy.
"I know how your people have suffered
these past years following the illegal occupation of East Timor on the part of Indonesia, which resulted in abominable violations
of human rights among your flock," accentuated the Archbishop of Manila in his letter
to Bishop D. Ximenes Belo.
Underscoring that "it is Christ who suffers each time that freedom is shamefully
usurped," D. Jaime Sin said he was "profoundly disappointed by the decision of the
Philippine government to deport the Nobel
Laureate Mairead Maguire and all those who
intended to participate in the Manila conference on East Timor.
"I deplore seeing the political leaders of
my own nation accede to pressures from a
foreign nation," wrote D. Jaime Sin, underscoring that the "decision to suspend the
conference is no more than an unthinking
posture."
In the letter which he sent to the Dili
Diocese, D. Jaime Sin recalled that the Philippine people also suffered due to the
stances of the "dictatorial government" of
President Ferdinand Marcos, deposed in
1986 following a revolt led, among others,
by the current Head of the Philippine state,
Fidel Ramos.
"I am anguished that our leaders so easily
forget that the best way of expressing our
gratitude to God for having found freedom
again is to help those who still suffer to win
their freedom," wrote D. Jaime Sin.
"How short is our memory and how unthinking that we could go back only a few
years after having attained our liberation,"

added the Head of the Catholic Church in
the Philippines, who played an active part
in the fall of the dictatorship of Ferdinand
Marcos.
In closing, D. Jaime Sin asserted that he
was with D. Ximenes Belo and with his
flock in the "struggle for a just and humane
society," and he asked the Bishop of Dili to
accept his "feelings of brotherly concern"
for the situation of the Timorese people.
The Bishop of Dili, D. Ximenes Belo,
today declared his solidarity with the Manila conference on East Timor, appealing to
the participants to denounce the Timorese
situation.
"From here in Dili, I express all my solidarity and support for the Manila conference and I hope that people will discuss the
problems of East Timor," said D. Ximenes
Belo to LUSA by telephone from Macau.
"We know what is going on in Manila
from the news reports of the BBC and I
hope that the Philippine President Fidel
Ramos is not becoming a dictator like Ferdinand Marcos," asserted D. Ximenes Belo.
The Bishop of Dili told LUSA that he
has not yet received the letter which was
sent to him today by the Archbishop of
Manila, D. Jaime Sin, in which the Head of
the Philippine Catholic Church apologized
for the "absurd posture" of the Philippine
government, which has tried through all
possible means to prevent the conference on
East Timor from taking place.
"I don't know anything about the letter,"
said D. Ximenes Belo, acknowledging his
fear that he might not receive the letter from
D. Jaime Sin, because "in East Timor, everything is controlled" by the Indonesians.
"Please make known our solidarity with
the Manila conference," D. Ximenes Belo
asked LUSA, adding that in East Timor,
"the situation is normal."
The "fear" that Indonesia has demonstrated regarding the conference on East
Timor in Manila "demonstrates how weak
the pro-integration arguments are," said
George Aditjondro in an interview with the
magazine Editor, published in Jakarta.
The Indonesian university professor,
who was prevented from participating in the
Manila conference, directed harsh criticisms
towards the Jakarta government in an interview which was published in the June 2
edition of Editor, revealed Tapol, an Indonesian pro-democracy organization, today.
George Aditjondro said that the Indonesian Government has been very sensitive
about the Manila conference, because it is
taking place in a neighboring country which
could possibly demand the departure of
many Indonesians.
"The image, which has been constructed
at great cost, that the majority of people in
East Timor are happy with integration,
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could be put in jeopardy if the conference
takes place," he said.
This is because "the Indonesians could
for the first time meet people like RamosHorta, and possibly others who have access
to East Timor and could present a different
image" than the official one, suggested this
university professor.
George Aditjondro asserted that the
question of East Timor has always been on
the UN agenda since 1975, and although not
always with the same emphasis, that it has
been "as lasting as the question of the Palestinians."
"This is really a problem. Many Indonesians are truly anti- Israel, because they
believe that this country has ignored the UN
resolutions. But people in Indonesia don't
see that in the question of East Timor, it is
we who have ignored the UN resolutions,"
he said.
"This shows that there is a similarity between the destiny of the Palestinians and
the destiny of the Maubere people. The two
depend on global politics," he said.
George Aditjondro also noted that the
problem of East Timor is not having "the
support of a powerful bloc," and also that
Indonesia is seen abroad as a Muslim country, "which means the support of the Arab
countries in votes at the UN."
Concerning the pro-Indonesia movements
in Portugal, this university professor said
that the interest is primarily economic, of
those who "see Portugal as a port of entry
for the South to European markets."
"Through the mediation of Portuguese
firms, Indonesia could also guarantee a port
of entry to Portuguese-speaking countries
like Brazil," argued George Aditjondro.
But the university professor said that
these pretensions, namely those of the enterprises of Tutut, daughter of President
Suharto, were "a mission impossible" because economic missions could not be sent
officially when there are no diplomatic relations between Portugal and Indonesia.
"Thus, this is to say that this paltry intervention in the Philippines is not sufficient. Indonesia would also have to mount a
CIA-style operation in Portugal," he concluded.
George Aditjondro also noted ironically
that "Tutut's p olitical partners in Portugal,"
referring namely to Galvão de Melo, "are
people with the potential to command a
reversal of feeling to the right," but "people
are looking to the left, and Mario Soares is a
social-democrat."
George Aditjondro was the author of a
report on the Santa Cruz massacre in Dili
which concluded the existence of 271 dead,
much higher than the official estimates, and
his reputation was recognized by his own
president Suharto when, in 1986, he was

commended for his work on behalf of the
environment.
The Catholic Bishop of Dili, D. Ximenes
Belo, today gave his "support and solidarity" to the Manila Conference on East
Timor.
Interviewed by telephone from Lisbon
by Commercial Radio, D. Ximenes Belo
commented in the following way on the
prohibition of entry into the Philippines of
persons who were going to participate in the
aforementioned conference: "we are returning to the dictatorial regime of Ferdinand
Marcos."
"The President (Fidel Ramos), who is a
general, is afraid of the Indonesian generals,"
he underscored, adding: "he seems a bit like
a sergeant."
The prelate also noted that the Philippines is "an economically and militarily
weak country which had to give in for economic interests."
On the possibility of moving the conference to another country in the same region,
D. Ximenes Belo stated that "as long as
there are dictatorships in the region, that
won't be possible," adding that "the ideas of
democracy and freedom will be difficult to
put into practice in countries where there
are dictatorships."
In East Timor, "there exists the same
situation," he emphasized, underscoring that
"there is no change."
"As long as we have pressure from the
military here, we can have no change," he
ended.

TRUE BRITS, TRUE TO MASS
MURDERERS
By John Pilger
New Statesman and Society, June 3
When the former Foreign Office official
Mark Higson told the Scott inquiry that his
former colleagues had "lied to each other"
about arms for Iraq, he provided a rare
glimpse of a culture of official lying that is
the produce to unaccountable, corrupt
power. None of this, incidentally, has intruded upon the BBC's ridiculous public
relations series about the Foreign Office
called True Brits.
Lately, and with all the mendacious skills
that helped ensure Britain's secret support
for Saddam Hussein during the 1980s, the
Foreign Office has worked assiduously to
make respectable its current favourite, Suharto of Indonesia. This is not surprising.
The weapons industry, which under Margaret Thatcher became Britain's biggest manufacturer (just as the motor industry used to
be), stands to benefit from "trade" with
Suharto's regime. Britain has now overtaken
the United States as the biggest supplier of
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arms and related equipment to the Indonesian military, which, according to a recent
American study, is "configured primarily to
control dissent."
Indeed, says Amnesty International: "In
nearly 30 years of tracking the Indonesian
government, Amnesty has recorded imprisonment without trial, political murder, killing of petty criminals, execution of the old
and the sick, torture, rape, 'disappearance'
and mass murder on a staggering scale."
As previously disclosed in this space
(NSS, 29 April), members of the public who
write to the government about Indonesia's
genocide in East Timor receive a variety and
deceptions. These are continuing and have
been given impetus by the recent visit of
Foreign Office minister Alastair Goodlad to
Jakarta, where he gave Suharto a "soft loan"
of 80 million British pounds. According to
the official line, the "aid" will be spent on
"railways, ports, bridging, civil aviation,
forestry, telecommunications, radio, television and higher education."
All of this may sound innocuous, but it
isn't. For example, a third of all British telecommunications projects receiving Aid-forTrade funding since 1984 have gone to Jakarta. By an amazing coincidence, the British firms supplying this "aid" are the same
firms supplying the Indonesian military
with communications, radar and electronic
equipment. Moreover, almost everything in
Indonesia is controlled or influenced by the
military.
In replies to MPs, Goodlad has claimed
that Indonesia is "committed to improve its
human rights record and we believe progress
is being made. I encouraged them to continue
their efforts in this direction when I visited
Jakarta last month." Following the minister's
on-the-spot "encouragement", the only free
trade union in Indonesia was banned and
three East Timorese who dared to speak to
foreign reporters on a recent governmentguided tour of East Timor were arrested.
Goodlad also claims that Indonesia is reducing its troop levels in East Timor to "the
average strength for a small province of
Indonesia." In fact, the opposite is true, as a
secret Foreign Office document makes clear.
The document is a report by the British
military attaché in Jakarta of a visit to East
Timor, sponsored by the regime last November. It is headed "Confidential ... not,
repeat not, intended for use in the press."
The secrecy is no doubt explained by the
fact that the British military attaché did his
job well. He asked tough questions and
sifted truth from Indonesian propaganda. In
Dili, the capital, he met the local commander, Colonel Lumintang, who was asked
about Indonesian military strength in East
Timor. At first, the colonel admitted to eight
battalions. Then, under questioning, he
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changed this to ten battalions and admitted
that they were rotated every nine months.
Apart from expressing a vague hope to
"have it all under control in 1995" with only
"indigenous battalions" left, he gave no timetable of the withdrawal claimed by Goodlad.
The military attaché also met the deputy
governor of East Timor. He described this as
"the most unconvincing brief of the visit"
and reported that he was deluged with statistics covering health, employment, productivity, GNP, agriculture, crime, birthrate,
per capita income and so on. "The lasting
impression," he wrote, "was of petty provincial bureaucracy devoting more effort to
the production of statistics than the administration of the province."
With other colleagues from foreign embassies, the British attaché insisted on visiting the Santa Cruz cemetery, where 271
peaceful demonstrators were massacred by
Indonesian troops on 12 November 1991.
His report leaves no doubt that had the
Indonesians wanted to disperse the demonstrators without bloodshed, they could have
done so. "Buses drove [us] past the cemetery," he wrote. "[We] were keen to judge
whether the shootings there two years previously might have taken place because the
area was restricted with no exits along which
the demonstrators could have been dispersed. [We] observed that there were at
least four exits and that the cemetery walls
were not high ... This physical layout
should have allowed well-trained troops to
disperse a demonstration with little bloodshed. This confirmed ... that the Indonesian
armed forces undertake no effective training
in these techniques." In other words, the
massacre in the cemetery was deliberate.
In response to calls for sanctions against
Indonesia, the Foreign Office has maintained
that only "quiet diplomacy" will work in
"speeding up the progress in human rights"
in East Timor. On another issue involving
sanctions, a very different standard applies.
The British government has recently revealed that it is not averse to threatening its
friends in Jakarta if they seriously threaten
Whitehall's most cherished "interests." In an
action before both the World Court and the
United Nations, the principal nuclear powers -- the US, Russia, Britain, France and
China -- are being challenged over the legality of nuclear weapons. Although the case
has received little publicity, the nuclear
powers are taking it extremely seriously,
especially Britain. The British are concerned
that a victory in the World Court or in the
UN could begin to threaten its anachronistic
position on the Security Council. Britain
retains its Security Council seat partly because it is a member of the nuclear club,
even though Japan and Germany have a
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greater claim to the seat as economic powers.
Last November, Indonesia, chair of the
Non-Aligned Movement, suddenly withdrew its support for the UN resolution
following threats by the US, France and
Britain of limited trade sanctions. A senior
British official, Brian Wood, impressed
observers at the UN by the "imposition of
his will" on third-world delegates. An
American official, Caroline Wilson, said:
"Ali Alatas (the Indonesian foreign minister)
assures us that the resolution will not be
voted on this year."
This is ironic. Alatas, a close crony of
Suharto, has lectured the west on the "independence" of Indonesian foreign policy and
its "right" to act exactly as it wishes in East
Timor. Yet, on this issue, he did exactly as
he was told in the time-honoured way of a
western client. If nothing else, this demonstrates the power of the west over an indebted dictatorship that is increasingly dependent on western "aid", capital and technology. There can be little doubt that similar
pressure could begin to free East Timor; and
perhaps those who question the power of
public opinion in the west to embarrass and
move western governments ought not to
forget this.
In the meantime, brave people endure and
fight on. Bishop Carlos Belo, the Catholic
head of the East Timorese church, recently
told a visitor how the Indonesian military
has twice tried to assassinate him. He also
described how the wounded victims of the
massacre in the Santa Cruz cemetery were
"beaten and tortured" in hospital. "The
situation has never been worse," he said. In
1989, Bishop Belo appealed directly to the
world in a letter to the UN Secretary General: "We are dying as a people and a nation," he wrote. He is still awaiting a reply.

JAKARTA POST: TIMOR
CONFERENCE DEBACLE
Jakarta Post editorial, 1 June 1994
For the last several weeks, after Philippines President Fidel Ramos, obviously
under "pressure" from Jakarta, decided to
stop a controversial conference in East
Timor, no day has passed without world
media reports on the conference.
The other day, for instance, one could
watch the television image (and read the
print media's reports) of Northern Irish
Nobel Peace Laureate Mairead Maguire,
who came to participate in the conference,
being escorted back to the plane upon arrival
in Manila for expulsion from the country.
And yesterday we read the report of a
scuffle in front of the Indonesian Embassy
in Kuala Lumpur between Indonesian work-

ers and members of a Malaysian nongovernmental organisation who came to
protest Indonesia's "occupation" of East
Timor. Meanwhile the Manila conference
itself continued to get major world media
coverage.
As we watch those images on the television and read the media reports on the furor
over the conference, one question keeps
nagging in our minds: Is this the kind of
publicity that we really want?
It is easy enough to see that the answer
could well be: "No."
By putting "pressure" on Manila, instead
of stopping the conference as apparently
some of us naively expected, the event has
taken a twist. And, all of a sudden, helplessly, we are having to watch some obscure
conference develop into a media blitz which
is sure to damage our reputation.
A few weeks before for instance, one
never would have expected that Danielle
Mitterand, the wife of French President
Mitterand, who was also blacklisted from
attending the Manila conference, would
accuse Indonesia of a "kind of blackmail"
and of exerting "tyrannical pressure" on her
not to attend.
Moreover, one can also feel the slow
rumble of the tremor rising beneath us, a
growing feeling of disappointment from the
neighbourhood over Indonesia's way of
handling the issue. There's even a hint of a
whisper that Indonesia has applied "big
brotherly" pressure to another Association
of Southeast Asian Nations member under
the pretext of the ASEAN spirit of solidarity.
Whatever the case, damage has been done
and we have to address this. Perhaps, it is
too far-fetched to liken the "Manila incident" to that of the "Dili incident" of November 1991. But there are some similarities.
Among others, one can expect that for a
long time to come, the world's attention will
continue to focus on East Timor because
many people who previously knew nothing
about East Timor are now aware of it. And,
possibly, some of them may raise questions
in the future.
Of course nobody should wash their
hands of the situation by claiming that the
misfortune is not of our own doing and
rather blame it on the Philippines government. Instead, we should admit that mostly
the current view was influenced by our poor
judgment and over-sensitivity to the East
Timor issue.
One lesson we should learn is that it is
time to realise that the world has changed
and a new sense of democratisation and
openness is in the air. Each and every country has its own system. Thus, one should
not expect that the government of any given
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nation would have control over such groups
as non- governmental organisations (NGOs),
or the judiciary, for that matter.
On the government level, one can expect
that the ASEAN spirit of solidarity will
continue to prevail, but one should not take
it for granted that, for example, all ASEAN
NGOs will maintain the same spirit.
In the past Indonesia has played a model
role in ASEAN through a low profile and
strong self-restraint, while continuing to
maintain its dignity. And undoubtedly, the
very success of ASEAN is partly caused by
this kind of stance. Thus, let's heal the
wounds and try to return to the "basics".
--------------On page one of the same issue, the paper
carries a news item across four columns,
headed, MANILA GOES AHEAD WITH
TIMOR CONFERENCE.

'Death of a Nation', the first penetration was
by troops who were parachuted in," they
said. These ordinary people now know that
'Death of a Nation' was made by taking
footage from other films, yet even so, the
film is being shown around the world.
Irawan Abidin explained that the two
journalists visited East Timor at the invitation of the Foreign Ministry. They will visit
several districts including Aileu and it's possible they will also meet Mauhuno and
Mauhudu. Their visit was arranged to pave
the way for a visit to East Timor by some
New Zealand parliamentarians. Pres Suharto
invited the parliamentarians in response to
the protest of New Zealand MPs about the
situation in East Timor

EAST TIMOR UPDATE #34
From the East Timor Alert Network/Canada

SOME COUNTER-PR FOR
NEW ZEALAND
Jawa Pos, 24 May 1994
Extracts only
Comment: This comes across as a typical
gov’t-managed foreign journalists' visit. It
would be interesting to see how the journalists portray the impressions in the New Zealand press.
-------------------Two New Zealand correspondents,
Brandon Burns of The Press and Careen
Floyd of NZ Press Association, spent four
days in East Timor. They were accompanied by Director of Information of the Foreign Ministry Irawan Abidin and a member
of the staff at the Foreign Ministry, Wahid
Supriyadi. Yesterday they visited the chair
of the local assembly, DPRD-I and several
youth training centres. When visiting the
DPRD office, they met with assembly
members from the PDI, ABRI and Golkar.
The member for Golkar said they came
seeking clarifications about the true situation
in East Timor. A lot of data and information
was provided to these journalists for New
Zealand where there is so much negative
information intended to embarrass the Indon
gov’t, esp. regarding democracy and human
rights. Mrs Maria Quintao of Golkar said:
"They weren't carrying out investigations. I
regard them as the most polite journalists
ever to have visited East Timor. None of
their questions were in any way exerting
pressure on us, there was no emotionalism
in their questioning."
They sought to check out what they had
seen in 'Death of a Nation'. They asked how
the first Indon volunteers entered Indonesia
[in 1975]. "I can say that the first volunteers
entered East Timor by road from the border
town of Atambua, whereas according to

INDONESIA BULLIES NEIGHBOUR
OVER TIMOR MEET
East Timor has come an Asian regional
issue for the first time since the Indonesian
invasion almost 20 years ago, thanks to a
conference in the Philippines that the Indonesian government tried to have stopped.
The Asia Pacific Conference on East
Timor (APCET) had been in the planning
stages for more than a year when Indonesian
authorities began putting pressure on their
Philippine neighbours to ban it. Filipino
President Fidel Ramos initially responded
by saying he was powerless to prevent
citizens of a democracy from meeting, but
changed his tune when Indonesia threatened
to cancel a trade fair and an economic cooperation treaty with his country. Ramos
announce that non-Filipinos would not be
allowed to attend the conference because
they were a threat to "national security,"
and sought a court injunction to prevent
APCET from going ahead.
"Banning foreign participants from entry
into the Philippines is a clear surrender to
Indonesian pressure," said APCET organizer Renato Constantino Jr. "Certainly, the
Ramos administration is acting as if the
Philippines is Indonesia's 28th province."
A regional court judge who had a role in
sentencing former opposition leader Ninoy
Aquino to death under the Ferdinand Marcos dictatorship gave Ramos the injunction
he sought, but that ruling was overturned by
the Supreme Court of the Philippines.
Meanwhile, Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Mairead Corrigan Maguire of Ireland was
one of the foreigners arrested when they
landed at the Manila airport that now bears
Aquino's name. Also banned were Danielle
Mitterand, director of the human rights
lobby France- Libertés and wife of the
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French president, members of the Japanese
parliament, three bishops (one of them deceased), Amnesty International's Hong
Kong representative, and Indonesian human
rights activists George Aditjondro and Haji
Princen.
The ban on foreigners was denounced by
the bulk of the Filipino press, and by human
rights groups and scholars from Japan, Malaysia, Australia, Canada, the United States,
Ireland, Britain, France, Portugal, the Netherlands, and Germany. Cardinal Jaime Sin,
head of the Filipino Catholic Church, said he
was "distressed that our leaders have so
easily forgotten that the best way to express
to God our gratitude for a newfound freedom is to help those who are still suffering
to gain theirs. As a Filipino citizen and as a
brother in the faith, I apologize for the ineptitude of my political leaders to spearhead
the growth of freedom and human dignity in
our region," Cardinal Sin wrote in a letter to
East Timor Bishop Carlos Belo.
There was even a protest delegation to
the Philippine embassy in Jakarta, capital of
Indonesia.
Ten foreigners eluded the ban and attended APCET's opening on May 31, with
hundreds of priests and nuns guarding their
way to the conference site. Arrest warrants
were issued for them, but a deal between
APCET lawyers and immigration authorities
allowed them to stay until the conference
wound up. One of the ten was ETAN's
Sharon Scharfe, international secretary of
Parliamentarians for East Timor, who delivered a speech denouncing Indonesia for
genocide against the Timorese people
through a coercive birth control program,
forced abortions, and systematic rape of
Timorese women.
The heavy-handed attempts by the Indonesian and Philippine governments to prevent the conference actually ended up making it a major issue in the Philippines and
Southeast Asia as a whole. In the end, there
were still delegates from 19 countries.
APCET wound up with a ringing denunciation of Indonesia's bloody record in East
Timor and pledges for action by all in attendance.
Malaysian activists attacked
Malaysia, one of Indonesia's closest allies, has seen its second demonstration in
support of East T imor. A year and a half
after a vigil in Penang, activists in the Malaysian capital, Kuala Lumpur, rallied on
May 31 to denounce Indonesia's moves to
stifle discussion of East Timor in the region.
Demonstrators came from a 15 organizations, including the Centre for Orang Asli
Concerns, a support group for the indigenous peoples of Malaysia.
The protest drew an aggressive response,
with the Indonesian embassy organizing a
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mob of counter-protesters who hurled racist
taunts at the protesters (many of whom
were ethnic Chinese and Indians, sizable
minorities in Malaysia. The majority of
Malaysians come from Malay ethnic stock,
like many Indonesians). Malaysian police
may lay charges against the peaceful protesters, but are not considering charges
against any of the violent counter- demonstrators.
AI: more arrests
"At least 11 East Timorese have been detained by Indonesian military forces in recent weeks in connection with their nonviolent political activities," Amnesty International reports. Among the detainees is
José Antonio Neves, an East Timorese student in Java and secretary of Renetil, the
East Timorese student underground movement, who was arrested for trying to send a
fax from East Timor guerrilla leader Konis
Santana to APCET in Manila. Authorities
are denying having arrested Neves, making
AI very concerned for his safety. At least
ten pro-independence activists were also
arrested in Dili, the capital of East Timor.
The arrests "are consistent with a longstanding pattern of short- term detentions
and ill-treatment of real or alleged political
opponents of Indonesian rule," Amnesty
said. Hundreds have been arrested and tortured in the past two years.
Human rights groups may visit Timor
Amnesty International and Human
Rights Watch may be allowed to visit East
Timor for the first time since the 1975 invasion, according a radio announcement by
Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas.
Indonesia may finally be taking its first step
towards honouring resolutions passed at the
last three sessions of the UN Human Rights
Commission calling for free access to East
Timor for human rights groups and relief
organizations. Amnesty responded to the
news with a request to visit, which has not
yet received a reply.
Parliamentarians near and far
More than half of the members of New
Zealand's parliament have called on their
government to reverse its support for Indonesia's occupation of East Timor. A total of
51 of the 99 New Zealand MPs signed a
petition denouncing Indonesia's occupation
of East Timor. The group apparently is also
backed by Governor-General Dame Catherine Tizard, who made a rare foray into
politics when she told the Indonesian ambassador that New Zealanders remained
concerned about human rights violations in
East Timor. Prime Minister Jim Bolger,
however, headed to Indonesia on a trade
mission and assured his hosts that New
Zealand "fully recognizes" the occupation of
East Timor.
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Parliamentarians in Finland also wrote to
Indonesian President Suharto in May. A
letter calling for freedom for the SBSI (Indonesia Prosperity Trade Union) and other
free trade unions was signed by 21 parliamentarians representing all major parties.
Canada awareness
Five hundred people attended a May 28
awareness benefit for East Timor organized
by ETAN/Ottawa, with over $1,000 raised
to support East Timor campaigning and a
whole new crowd informed. Thanks go to
popular local bands Jimmy George and the
Hammerheads and to The Pit for hosting the
event. The benefit came soon after 300
peace activists made the Indonesian embassy the first stop at the annual Ottawa
peace walk.
ETAN/Toronto's Portuguese Committee
also held its second dinner for East Timor
on May 28, with several leading members of
the local Portuguese community, plus Trinity-Spadina MP Tony Ianno, in attendance.
No IMET for Indonesia
The U.S. Congress has closed a loophole
that allowed Indonesian military officers to
receive training in the United States. Congress voted to revoke funding and training
provided to Indonesia under the International Military Education and Training
(IMET) program last year, but the administration continued allowing Indonesian officers into the program if they paid their own
way. The House of Representatives appropriations committee voted to close the
loophole on May 23, saying it was "outraged" that the Clinton administration had
been allowing Indonesian soldiers to train on
a pay-as-you-go basis.
+++++++++++
ETAN Regional Conference
July 16-17, Toronto
CAW Workers Centre, 527 College St.
(west of Bathurst)
To register, or for more information, call
ETAN/Toronto, (416) 531-5850
+++++++++++
*Abe ho Aloz sing for a Free East
Timor*
3-song sampler tape available for just $5
plus $2 postage from ETAN/Guelph, PO
Box 1302, Main Station, Guelph Ont., N1H
6N6, (519) 767-0313.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+++++++++++++++++++++++ East
Timor Alert Network/Toronto PO Box
562, Station P, Toronto, Canada, M5S 2T1
Phone/fax 1-416-531-5850, Email etantor@web.apc.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+++++++++++++++++++++

EAST TIMOR: MANILA
CONFERENCE DEFIES BAN
Green Left #146, June 8, 1994
By Max Lane
MANILA, June 3 - For the last week a
battle has raged here in the Philippines capital for the right to hold the Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor, despite systematic
attempts by the Ramos government to prevent it happening and to keep out foreign
participants.
These attempts have blown up in the
faces of both the Indonesian and Filipino
governments, giving the 500-strong conference massive publicity and dramatically
highlighting the cause of the people of occupied East Timor.
In the last month the Indonesian government has made a sustained effort to force
the Philippines government to stop the
conference, including ordering Indonesian
businessmen not to attend a trade fair in the
Philippines. Initially it seemed that Ramos
would not cooperate with Indonesian President Suharto in stopping the conference, but
would allow the conference to go ahead,
though without allowing in international
guests.
However, on May 27 a previously unknown organisation, the Philippines Indonesia Society Inc, successfully filed an injunction against the conference at the Quezon
City District Court. The conference organisers immediately announced they would defy
the injunction and continue with the conference, but the University of the Philippines
announced that the injunction would force it
to prevent its facilities being used for the
conference. However, the dean of the Faculty of Law immediately appealed against
the injunction in the High Court.
As the battle over the conference raged,
the Philippines media, already covering the
issue daily, launched a wave of criticism of
the Ramos government for its direct and
indirect attempts to sabotage the conference.
On May 30, 10 of the foreign participants held a press conference expressing
their concerns over the genocide of the people of East Timor, and their determination
to attend the conference.
In the wake of the press conference, the
government announced that foreign guests
would be arrested and deported.
The next day, while the Supreme Court
was sitting to hear the appeal against the
banning of the conference, hundreds of people gathered at the University of the Philippines campus, prepared to march to the
Faculty of Law, where the conference was
due to be held. As rumours spread of arrest
orders being issued for the foreign guests, a
cordon of security guards, mainly workers
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and political activists from Mindanao, was
formed around the demonstration.
At the head of the demonstration, in addition to prominent civil liberties lawyers,
were Ronald Llamas of the socialist organisation BISIG and Tony Cabardo of the
SANLAKAS front of mass organisations both well-known political activists who
attended the International Green Left conference in Sydney in April. Also prominent
were conference organisers R.C. Constantino and Gus Miclat, who had led the defiance from the start.
As the demonstration was about to
march, the news came through that the Supreme Court had overturned the injunction
but upheld the government's right to ban
foreign visitors. By this stage many visitors
from Europe, North America and Asia had
already arrived, and promptly participated
in the formal opening of the conference in
the Law Faculty.
On June 1, with even more foreign guests
arriving, this time from Thailand, South
Korea and Japan, the Ramos government
announced that it had issued deportation
orders against 10 foreigners, including three
Australians and one Australian resident Max Lane, Robert Wesley-Smith, Peter
Wesley-Smith and Saskia Kouwenberg.
Others ordered out included people from the
US, Portugal, Argentina, Holland and India.
Further legal moves against the 10 have
failed to get them deported, and in the end
the revocation of the visas of the 10 named
visitors was revoked - a humiliation for the
government and yet more publicity for the
conference.
While many foreign visitors are attending
the conference, others have been kept out.
These include leading East Timorese figures
Jose Ramos Horta of the East Timor front
CNRM (National Council of Maubere Resistance) and Mari Alkatiri of Fretilin. Harold Moucho from Sydney Fretilin was also
banned from entering Manila, as were other
East Timorese from Australia, Nobel Peace
prize winner Mary Maguire from Ireland
and a group of Sri Lankan activists.
The attempt of the Ramos regime to cooperate with the Suharto regime in harassing
the conference has generated enormous criticism of the government. Even Ramos' sister,
a senator, has called for the resignation of
the foreign minister and chief national security adviser.
Highlights of the conference so far, apart
from the highly dramatic opening, were the
appearance on the podium of Ines Almeida
from the Australian-based East Timor Relief
Association, eloquently espousing the cause
of the people of East Timor and calling for
the release of Fretilin leader Xanana Gusmão
from prison in Indonesia.

Other speakers included a spokesperson
from the Indonesian human rights centre, the
Pijar Foundation, who assured the conference of the support of the Indonesian prodemocracy movement for the struggle for
self-determination for East Timor.

EAST TIMOR PROTEST IN
DARWIN
By "Peaceful Protester"
Green Left #146, June 8, 1994
DARWIN - About 20 East Timorese and
Australian protesters rallied in front of the
Indonesian Consulate on May 24. Crosses
with the names of those murdered were
leaned against the front fence of the consulate. We stood in a line, holding banners,
wearing Xanana T-shirts, chanting: "Free
East Timor! Free East Timor Now!"
The building was dark and silent. The
gate was locked. Someone should speak to
the consul-general, I thought. I climbed the
fence (with difficulty) and walked into the
building. I asked the office man if I could
speak to the consul-general.
"No, he's not in", he said. "Who can I
speak to, then?" "Speak to me", he said. So I
asked why the Indonesian government had
threatened the Philippines with "retaliation"
if they held the human rights conference on
East Timor in Manila as planned.
I heard the chants of the others outside.
"Free Xanana! Free East Timor Now!" I
may as well leave, I thought. I went outside.
The fence was over seven feet high: how
would I get out? Two huge policeman ordered: "Get over the fence, now!" "I can't", I
said. "It was hard enough climbing it once.
I'll just zip back inside and ask someone to
unlock the gate for me."
I walked back into the consulate building.
Just as I was asking the office man to let me
out the policemen materialised. Just a moment, they said; we'll have to see if these
people want to press charges. You are trespassing.
A policeman stayed with me while the
other one arranged things with the Indonesian officials. I parted the blinds; through
the windows I could see the line of protesters on the other side of the fence, and the
flash of a full length mirror (take a look at
yourself, Indonesia!). There were other
flashes, camera flashes, as an employee took
several photos of my face.
I was under arrest, I was informed by a
policeman. I walked behind him, out into the
glaring Darwin sun. Someone opened the
gate and I found myself back on Australian
soil - but in deep shit, according to the policemen.
I have already asked why the Indonesian
government would want a conference on
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human rights in East Timor cancelled. I have
another question: how is it that when I trespass on Indonesian property I am arrested
and charged, whilst the Indonesian government which has been trespassing on East
Timor's soil since 1975 - and illegality of
this occupation is recognised internationally
- is patted on the back by the Australian
government?
Indonesia's disregard for human rights
such as freedom of speech and its genocide
of the Timorese people is condoned by
Gareth Evans and Paul Keating and anyone
else who refuses to admit the truth.
The more people who help the world see
what is really happening in Indonesia and
East Timor, the sooner my Timorese friends
can go back to their country and their relations be freed from prison. Please join a
local solidarity group for East Timor, form
your own Student Supporters for East
Timor group as my friends have done at the
local university, or write to: East Timor
Relief Association, GPO Box 38956, Winnellie NT 0811.

PICKETS SUPPORT EAST
TIMOR CONFERENCE
Green Left #146, June 8, 1994
By Jon Land
SYDNEY - Forty people gathered outside the office of the Philippines Department of Tourism here on May 31, protesting against the attempts by the Philippines
government to stop the Asia Pacific Conference on East Timor in Manila from going
ahead. A picket of 15 people was held at the
same time outside the Philippines Airways
office in Brisbane.
Organised by AKSI - Indonesia Solidarity Action and the Australia East Timor
Association, the protests demanded an end
to the Philippines government's efforts to
block the conference. A black list of 40 human rights activists and a total ban on all
foreigners attending the four-day conference
resulted in at least 10 international guests
being deported from Manila.
Harold Moucho, an East Timorese from
Sydney, was one of those deported. "When
I arrived in Manila I was immediately detained by the authorities. They then questioned me for 18 hours, and detained me for
a total of 30", Moucho told Green Left
Weekly.
"They repeatedly asked me for the names
of Fretilin leaders and other East Timorese
attending the conference. They asked me if I
knew whether Jose Ramos Horta, Mari
Alkatiri and others where still planning to
come to the conference."
At first, Filipino authorities did not permit Moucho to contact the Australian Em-
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bassy; it was not until there was a change of
the officers questioning him that he managed
to do so. He said they appeared to be embarrassed by the way the Philippines government had handled the issue under pressure from Indonesia.
"By trying to ban all foreigners from attending the conference, they have attracted
media attention from all over the world. It
has become the `big issue' they had hoped to
avoid", Moucho said.
While the Australian government remained tight-lipped on the issue, a crossparty group of eight federal parliamentarians
called on the Philippines government to
revoke the ban on foreign participants.
The Democrats' spokesperson on foreign
affairs and human rights, Senator Vicki
Bourne, also asked in parliament whether, if
such a conference were held in Australia,
participants wishing to attend from overseas
would be denied entry.
Foreign minister Gareth Evans replied
that they would be allowed in. But in the
last nine months at least three people have
been denied entry into Australia to attend
conferences on human rights and social justice issues. Last August a representative of
OPM (West Papua Freedom Movement)
was refused entry to attend the People-toPeople Conference. In April, Bernard
Tunim, foreign minister in the Bougainville
Interim Government, and Barry McElduff, a
Sinn Fein councillor, were refused entry to
speak at the International Green Left Conference and other public meetings throughout Australia.

INDONESIA BOLSTERS
TIMOR TALKS SUCCESS
The Canberra Times. 6th June 1994. By
Simon Crose
The Indonesian Government's attempt to
block the Asia-Pacific Conference on East
Timor, held last week in the Philippines,
had turned the conference into a greater
success than expected, the assistant executive director of the East Timor Relief Association, Ines Almeida, said yesterday.
Ms Almeida was speaking in Canberra
after returning from the conference in Manila.
She said the Indonesian Government's
pressure on the Philippines Government to
ban, first, the conference and, subsequently,
the participation of international delegates
had created intense interest in the issue
throughout the Philippines.
"East Timor was hitting the front pages
every day and on television there were discussion programs and phone-in programs on
East Timor," Ms Almeida said.
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"Before the conference our discussions
were just another conference but, with all
the publicity surrounding the fuss kicked up
by Indonesia, it made conference achieve its
purpose much more than we expected.
"We can only thank the Indonesian generals for that."
Ms Almeida said she was one of about
10 Australian delegates amongst over 40
overseas delegates to successfully attend the
conference, along with over 100 Filipino
delegates.
"My name was not on the banned list, I
think that made it easier," she said. "They
couldn't really classify who was who because there are a lot of tourists travelling to
Manila."
She said the Indonesian Government had
attempted to meddle in Philippine affairs,
the same abuse of national sovereignty of
which it accuses other countries when they
raise the issue of human rights in East
Timor.
She said she was surprised by the Philippine Government's agreement to carry out
one of the Indonesian demands, the banning
of overseas delegates.
"I thought it was a democratic government but to bow down to the Indonesian
generals like the Philippines Government
did, it was really surprising.
"Indonesia was really stepping on Filipino dignity, this is something they don't
admit."
The ACEPT (APCET) conference was
the first to be held in the Asian region and
Ms Almeida says it signals the beginning of
a new push to coordinate international pressure against the Indonesian regime.
"We have placed East Timor in the region
where it is supposed to be, it is a step forward for us."
The conference established a permanent
group with representatives from the Asian
region. It includes Thailand, Malaysia, Hong
Kong, Japan and Australia.
Ms Almeida said the group would draw
up an action plan designed to promote the
East Timor peace process proposed by the
National Council of Maubere (East
Timorese) Resistance. It was likely future
conferences would be held in other Asian
cities.
The jailed leader of the East Timor resistance movement, Xanana Gusmão, sent a
letter of support to the conference. Written
in mid-May, the letter congratulated Philippine President Fidel Ramos "for not giving
in to Indonesian pressure". Mr Gusmão also
called on Philippine Catholic leader Cardinal
Sin and former President Cory Aquino to
support the East Timorese cause.
Ms Almeida said Mr Gusmão, whose life
sentence was reduced to a 2-year term, was

not interested in any negotiated attempts to
shorten his time in jail.
"If he is to be released it is on the condition that he will sit at the negotiating table in
peace talks with the Indonesian Government
held under the auspices of the UN."

LISBON PROTESTS TO
PHILIPPINES GOVERNMENT
Press release issued 31st May 1994
By Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Lisbon
"The Permanent Representative of Portugal to the United Nations has delivered to
the Permanent Representative of the Philippines a note verbale of protest from the
Government of Portugal with regard to certain circumstances relating to the AsiaPacific Conference on East Timor, which
began today in Manila.
The note verbale contains, among other
points, the Government of Portugal's protest with regard to the fact that Portuguese
citizens who wished to participate in the
Conference were barred from entry to the
Philippines while others were expelled from
that country. Equally the subject of protest
was the subsequent cancellation of an entry
visa for the Member of Parliament, Carlos
Candal, and the fact that the dispatch of a
Portuguese diplomatic observer to the Conference was not permitted. The Government
of Portugal considered these attitudes as
contrary to the good relations existing between the two countries and recalled the
responsibility that falls to the Philippine
authorities with regard to the safety of all
Portuguese citizens that are in their territory.
It will be recalled that, on 26th may, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Jose Manuel
Durão Barroso, characterized publicly as
"absolutely illegitimate" the pressures exercised by Indonesia on the Philippines with
regard to the holding of the above- mentioned Conference, adding that Portugal
"vigorously condemns such an attitude".

APCET PUBLICITY, AT LAST.
The Economist. London. (page 83), June 4
1994
Filipinos rarely pay much attention to
East Timor, so when an obscure group of
liberals decided last year to hold a conference in Manila about nasty goings-on in
what Indonesia considers its 27th province,
nobody showed any interest. But thanks to
official clumsiness, when the conference
opened on May 31st, East Timor had become the centre of a diplomatic row between Indonesia and the Philippines.
Before the rift, relations were friendly:
Indonesia had supplied the Philippines with
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oil and rice during shortages, and recently
mediated between the Philippine government and its Muslim rebels. The Filipinos
have been cultivating Indonesia with an eye
to economic co-operation. Then came the
row over East Timor, an ex-Portuguese colony where 200,000 people may have died
since Indonesia invaded in 1975.
Indonesian guests cancelled their plans to
attend a fancy business gathering to be held
on the Philippines' southern island of Mindanao. The row escalated when the Indonesian industry minister, Tungky Ariwibowo,
failed to turn up for an official meeting with
Fidel Ramos, the Philippines' president. By
then, said an official in the president's office,
"We got the message that they mean business".
Mr. Ramos was stuck between trying to
appease a partner in the Association of
South-East Asian Nations and deflecting
criticism that the president of one of Asia's
most democratic countries was being armtwisted by a military dictatorship. Appeasement won. After a ruling from the
Supreme Court, Mr. Ramos let the conference go ahead, but barred foreign participants from coming. Among those excluded
were Jose Ramos Horta, an East Timorese
resistance leader, Mairead Maguire, a
Northern Irish Nobel peace prize winner,
and Danielle Mitterrand, wife of the French
president.
The Indonesians were somewhat mollified, but the only really happy people were
the conference organisers. The opening
ceremony was crowded with journalists - an
unthinkable eventuality had it not been for
the Indonesians' help.

EAST TIMOR HUMAN RIGHTS
CONFERENCE OPENS
AFTER SUPREME COURT
RULING
Irish Times 1 June 1994.
The Philippine Supreme Court yesterday
cleared the way for a human rights conference on East Timor to open on schedule,
although some foreign participants still face
deportation proceedings.
"The events of the past two weeks have
torn the shroud of silence that has cloaked
the East Timor issue," Mr Renato Constantino, one of the conference organisers, said
in an opening address just hours after the
court ruling.
"The very thing that Indonesia wanted to
prevent the world to know has now gained
worldwide attention."
The court overturned a decision by a
lower court that effectively banned the conference. The lower court had acted in re-

sponse to a petition by the PhilippinesIndonesia Friendship Foundation.
Indonesia, accused by human rights
groups of wide spread killings torture and
detentions since it annexed East Timor in
1976, has bitterly opposed the holding of
the privately organised conference.
Bending to this pressure, President Fidel
Ramos's government banned foreigners from
attending and expelled 11 of them, including
Irish Nobel Peace Laureate, Ms Mairead
Maguire.
But about 25 delegates from the United
States, Japan, the Netherlands, India, Australia, Canada, Malaysia, South Korea, Nepal and Argentina managed to slip through
the net to attend yesterdays opening ceremonies.
"We deplore the fact that President
Ramos has succumbed to (Indonesian President) Suharto's bullying" the foreign participants said in a statement read at the opening
ceremony by an Indian lawyer, Mr
Shambhu Chopra.
"We express our protest at the expulsions."
Although allowing the conference to proceed, the Supreme Court ruling upheld Mr
Ramos's authority to keep out foreigners
who threatened national security.
The government also announced it was
initiating deportation proceedings against 10
of the foreigners. It is not clear why the 10
had been singled out, although conference
sources said it was probably because they
had appeared at a press conference on
Monday.
The Justice Minister, Mr Franklin
Drilon, told reporters a hearing on the deportations would be held this morning. In
the meantime he said: "We are not taking
anyone into custody."
University of the Philippines faculty
members and students linked arms to surround the foreign delegates as they walked
to the conference hall on the campus for the
opening ceremony.
The guard was not needed as authorities
did not intervene. There had been fears the
delegates would be arrested, although university authorities said the government had
promised not to do so. About 400 people
attended the opening in the School of Law.
The foreign delegate have said they will
press on with their efforts to highlight human rights abuses in East Timor no matter
what happens to them.
What legal argument can you put over the
deaths of 255 000 people?" asked Australian freelance journalists Mr Max Lane,
referring to the number of people human
rights groups say have died in East Timor
since 1976 (sic).
Indonesia's rule over the former Portuguese territory has never been internation-
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ally recognised. Several of those expelled
were Portuguese citizens.

HIGGINS MEETS TIMOR
ACTIVISTS
The Irish Times 2nd June
The Minister for Arts, Culture and the
Gaeltacht, Mr. Higgins, who yesterday met
with Mrs. Mairead Maguire and Mr. Tom
Hyland of the East Timor Ireland Solidarity
Campaign at Leinster House, expressed his
solidarity with them following their expulsion from the Philippines on Saturday.
Mrs. Maguire and Mr. Hyland had been
enroute to a conference in Manila designed
to highlight human rights abuses by the
Indonesian authorities in East Timor. The
Minister described their treatment as "outrageous" and said he was delighted to be able
to focus attention " on this intolerable situation" and to discuss with Mrs. Maguire and
Mr. Hyland further developments in their
campaign to highlight the continuing abuses.

EAST TIMOR DELEGATES
DEFY MANILA DEPORTAT ION
MOVES
The Irish Times 2 June.
The following article was accompanied
by a photograph showing East Timor supporters in Manila. The caption read "Local
and foreign conference delegates chant 'Free
East Timor' during a march at the state university in Manila yesterday".
The Philippines failed yesterday to deport foreigners defying a ban against a human rights seminar on East Timor, as President Ramos defied futile efforts to scuttle
the meeting.
The immigration bureau postponed deportation hearings for 10 foreign participants, allowing them to attend the conference and handing organisers their second
victory against the Ramos government.
On Tuesday the Supreme Court overturned a lower court ban on the conference
but upheld Manila's right to bar foreigners
from the seminar.
Organisers, however, said 50 foreigners
had slipped through the immigration net.
Mr. Alexander Padilla, a lawyer for the
organisers, told immigration officials yesterday that summonses sent to the 10 were
legally defective. They included three Australians, two Portuguese, an American, an
Indian, A Hong Kong national, a Canadian
and an Argentinean.
The board of enquiry agreed to reset their
deportation hearing for tomorrow, the day
the four day East Timor conference ends.
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Ten other foreign delegates, including the
1976 Irish Nobel Peace Prize winner Mrs.
Mairead Maguire, have been turned back
since the weekend.
East Timor is a former Portuguese colony
annexed by Indonesia in 1976 in defiance of
the United Nations. Critics accuse Indonesian troops of killing tens of thousands of
East Timorese since then.
The Manila seminar angered Jakarta,
which threatened political and economic
retaliation unless Mr. Ramos quashed the
meeting.
Mr. Ramos rejected allegations that he
had bowed to Indonesian pressure, but said
yesterday Manila risked the withdrawal of
$700 million worth of investments if he
stood idly by.
A critic, Senator Wigberto Tanada, called
Mr. Ramos " a weak-kneed president who
answers foreign dictation with abdication,
barters national honour in exchange for temporary trade benefits".
At the East Timor seminar, he said the
controversy "has upset the false equanimity
in this region", and "forced out into the open
certain questions that have long been swept
under the ASEAN rug of authoritarianism".
Meanwhile the French president's wife,
Ms. Danielle Mitterrand, in a message read
on her behalf at the conference yesterday,
condemned Indonesia's "terror" campaign in
East Timor and alleged that there was western indifference to it.

XANANA REJECTS EXILE
TIMORESE CLANDESTINE FRONT
LEADER CAPTURED
Publico, 21/5/94, abridged
Xanana Gusmão, recently confirmed as
overall leader of the Timorese resistance,
will only leave his prison 'to take part in
peace talks' between Portugal and Indonesia
under the auspices of the UN secretarygeneral. This position of the Timorese leader
was outlined in a document which Xanana
managed to pass out of Cipinang prison,
where he is serving a sentence of 20 years,
and to which the news-agency Lusa had
access yesterday.
In the document, Xanana reveals that he
has rejected two offers of exile. One of these
was made last January through the UN Sp ecial Envoy to Indonesia, Francesc Vendrell.
The other came from the Indonesian authorities themselves, who, Xanana recounts,
made it known to him in Cipinang prison by
means of a message from Lopes da Cruz,
brought by the lawyer Sudjono, appointed
to defend the Timorese leader in his Dili
trial. The destination of the two proposals
of exile are not disclosed.
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As well as putting a place at the negotiating table as a pre-requisite for exile, Xanana
also put a further condition - the freeing of
all Timorese political prisoners.
In the document in which he outlines this
position, Xanana also revealed that he continues to suffer psychological torture, describing provocations and insults to which
he has been subject by 'Indonesian prisoners', and confirmed that successive requests
for a transfer to different block have up to
now met with no response.
Written prior to May 6, the letter refers
to the expectations of the leader for the
latest round of negotiations between Portugal and Indonesia mediated by the UN,
which took place in Geneva.
Xanana referred to his expectations of
each of the parties involved: Indonesia who
would bring to it 'the baggage of that reconciliation, with the intention of undermining
the CNRM peace plan'; Portugal, who he
hoped would continue to be 'the motivating
force in the debate concerning the question';
of the UN, that it would advance 'decidedly
the dialogue towards a plan which would
give perspectives of a solution' and that it
would 'take into account the 'important
elements of the CNRM peace plan.
The document from Xanana was revealed
on the same day as President Fidel Ramos
announced that he had instructed the Filipino Justice Department to deport foreigners who entered the country to attend the
conference in Manila on Human Rights in
Timor.
It is certain that the conference attenders
will not be able to read the letter written to
them by Koni Santana, present head of the
armed resistance in Timor. According to
France Presse, the letter was intercepted by
the Indonesian army who on Thursday last,
captured a Timorese activist who was in the
act of posting it; he was identified as Jose
Antonio Neixis, known as Sama Larua, a
former seminarian and a philosophy graduate, and a Clandestine Front leader who,
according to Jakarta, was one of the principal companions of Xanana Gusmão. The
capture took place in a post office in Malang, in the eastern part of the island of Java,
and coincided with the detention of 10
Timorese students, according to Reuter
sources.

"I WILL THINK OVER YOUR
PHILOSOPHY"
Publico, May 21
byline Carla Batista
Xanana consents to discuss the future of
East Timor with two of the promoters of
the London meeting.

Xanana Gusmão, in good shape psychologically, engages in dialogue for two hours
in prison with two participants in the Reconciliation Meeting.
On 30 April, two promoters of the Reconciliation Meeting in London, Father Constâncio Gusmão and lawyer Jose da Costa
Belo, met with Xanana Gusmão in Cipinang
jail, Jakarta.
The visit had been the subject of lengthy
negotiations with the Indonesian authorities.
When it was finally allowed, Constâncio
Gusmão and Costa Belo asked to be permitted to tape the conversation. When the Indonesians replied that this would only be
permitted if a copy remained with them, the
idea was abandoned.
When the day of the visit arrived, a further condition was imposed: if the conversation was to be in Portuguese or Tetum it
would have to be recorded but if in Bahasa
or English this would not be necessary.
In the event, communication was in Portuguese and Tetum. Given the situation,
Constâncio Gusmão requested insistently
that he also be furnished with a copy of the
recording. When he was back in Lisbon he
duly received two cassettes. The meeting
with the resistance leader had lasted more
than two hours.
Constâncio Gusmão and Costa Belo had
gone to Timor with the intention of transmitting to Xanana 'the spirit of London'
which they maintain 'opens the door to all
Timorese, so that the UN resolutions on
Timor can come to be fulfilled. At first they
were received with some coldness but, by
the end of the conversation, Xanana expressed his willingness to take part in a
future meeting, in Dili, as long as he could go
there 'as a free man'.
During the two hours, they spoke about
many things, but mainly about the future of
Timor. Given the wide ranging nature of the
dialogue, we have decided to quote some
small sections and summarize the rest.
Xanana in spite of some physical frailness (he has lost weight due to a bout of flu,
and has also been suffering a further punishment - deprivation of newspapers - because of his having passed messages to the
outside. He told them, however, that he had
not been maltreated) appeared to be as psychologically resistant as ever and determined
to continue to fight for self-determination
for the territory.
Constâncio Gusmão and Costa Belo
brought some gifts which were much appreciated: two books by Portuguese writers 'Mensagem' by Fernando Pessoa and 'Contos' by Sophia de Melo Bryner along with
copies of the London speeches which he
assured them he would reflect upon.
The greetings from Habib, Indonesian
Ambassador in London:
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I am not anti-Indonesian, I am a friend and you may make a note of this - I am a
friend of the Indonesian people, I am a
friend to all. The problem being that we are
dealing with a question of principle and I, as
a matter of principle cannot accept any
initiative outside the context of the UN.
I know something of Indonesians, in
terms of the government and authorities,
They lie a lot. I do not accept any initiative
outside the UN context because as far back
as 1983 I attempted to enter in dialogue
with Colonel Purwanto and from that time
to this everything which has been outside
the context of the UN has been shown not
to be worthy of trust. We cannot place any
trust in the Indonesian authorities.
Indonesian intransigence:
If we do anything other than proceed
within the framework of the UN, we are
simply admitting our weakness in the face
of our destiny. This I do not accept! Even if
my force was practically exterminated! It is
an imposition of force which I do not accept.
Dialogue must be constructive, it cannot
be imposed by one side upon the other. We
cannot make concessions, without insisting
that the other side also concede. I discussed
this with Bais (secret police) before the trial.
How can there be dialogue, if I make concessions but they do not? If the question of
human rights was not at the heart of my
struggle, there would not be any point
whatsoever in having spent 17 years seeing
my men die and now saying that we could
not struggle any further.
Indonesian bad faith:
Even at the time when radical though was
predominant I used to say: 'I think we
would be able to understand each other if
there was an opportunity for us to sit down
together and discuss the problem' The bad
faith with which they dealt with the process
was inadmissible... During the talks in 1983,
I tried at all costs to safeguard, let's apply
the word, the philosophy of that process up
to that point in August when General
Benny Murdani (Minister for War) said:
'Give yourselves up or I will wipe you out' I
replied 'I didn't come to surrender' They
were unsuccessful in their efforts to exterminate us: we suffered many losses and for
us the period between '84 and '86 was an
extremely tough one.
US support to Indonesia:
I know very well that if it was not for the
technical and military support, and even the
tactical improvement coming from the US
they (the Indonesians) would have been
buried by now.
The London meeting:
The London meeting does not seem to me
to be very much to the point seeing as the
Timor case is before the UN whose Resolu-

tion 82 placed it under the personal responsibility of the Secretary General, overseeing
the continuance of the talks between Portugal and Indonesia even if the results are not
very favorable. but the process is slow and
difficult. In principle I do not accept it [the
London meeting]. To me it seemed quite
inopportune. Indeed I was astonished. I had
always been of the opinion that Abilio
Araújo was a defender of the fundamental
right of our people and suddenly he appears
as the promoter, or accepting the promotion
by the Indonesians, of a reconciliation meeting.
On Timorese reconciliation:
I think this philosophy is an extremely
weak one. Reconciliation with who? The
problem is not one of reconciliation between
Timorese... I know the level of political and
patriotic awareness of our people pretty
well, and their discipline... The process of
reconciliation between Timorese is merely a
political ploy, an aspect of propaganda. The
Timorese inside the territory are reconciled
with each other, apart from a handful who
are living the good life and defend their own
privileges. I will try to understand your
philosophy but, frankly, I have to say that
it is dislocated in time and out of context.
On the role of the UN:
A long time ago, it was necessary to take
initiatives of this type, and I supported
them. At this point, however, we are counting on the UN, even if it is slow. Let us try
to make an effort to achieve something...
I am rather surprised that you are willing
to believe in the Indonesian authorities so
easily. There have been so many UN resolutions which have been simply manipulated
by Jakarta! This really shows, at international level, the bad faith with which they
conduct things (...) There is a greater commitment, there is a real interest on the part
of the UN secretary-general.
On Madame Tutut:
I have heard talk of the participation of a
Bak Tutut [Madame Tutut] -or however
one says it... Can it be that we cannot establish initiatives legally through Ali Alatas and
are forced to go to Suharto's daughter? I
have already said to the Indonesian authorities: 'I will never withdraw from the principles of the right of universal rights and international law.' Now along comes Bak Tutut, or however one addresses her, saying
that she will make an effort to resolve an
issue which pertains to the government and
the international community.
On dialogue between Ali Alatas and
Durão Barroso:
I won't say that I won't reflect on your
philosophy, but I hope that it leads towards
the achievement of the objectives of our
people, the objectives for which they have
undergone such suffering over the last 19

Page 203

years. As to the question of directing the
efforts of all the Timorese towards a solution, I would prefer to see them supporting
talks between Ali Alatas and Durão Barroso./
On war and peace:
I have always fought for the unity of all
Timorese. I even defended the idea of an
amnesty for those involved in the massacre
and suffering of the people, so that the people of Timor might put those hard years
behind them and look forward towards a
time of real peace. The people of Timor are
ready to do all within their power to end the
war, because war is a monster which devours men.
On unity between Timorese:
I support all Timorese on the exterior
who contribute to our unity, because if we
fall for the ploy of our enemy, who wants
to lure us into looking towards another alternative, then we are weakening all of us.
From my point of view, this can only lead
to Indonesia exploiting the situation to
weaken our efforts.
Xanana more flexible:
After Xanana had spoken at length and
had taken a very sceptical view of the meeting in London, Constâncio Gusmão and
Costa Belo laid out the reasons behind it as
they saw them. They distanced themselves
from the Portuguese-Indonesian Friendship
Association and its counterpart in Jakarta
(PPIP) and criticized Manuel Macedo and
Galvão de Melo, for their 'opportunistic and
self-promoting' attitudes.
They said that the decision to set up the
London meeting followed as a result of the
agreement in the talks between Ali Alatas
and Durão Barroso to create 'measures of
confidence' (later they congratulated themselves on the achievements at Geneva,
namely the inclusion of Timorese in the
talks process)
They maintain that "dialogue with all
parties is the only way to achieve the final
objective - self determination for the people
of Timor".
They assure Xanana that they 'are not integrationists' and illustrate this with an expression which Indonesians use to describe
Timorese who work in the Indonesian administration: even these are 'kepala dua' that
is they have two heads - they work with
Indonesia but think with Fretilin
Costa Belo and Constâncio Gusmão on
the London meeting:
The philosophy accepts the UN resolutions. We did not discuss the political statute of the country because this is the task of
the UN, but we contribute towards the implementation of measures of confidence. We
want to initiate, right away, some measures
which could alleviate the tensions and suffering of the people, namely: relaxation of
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social restrictions, freeing of political prisoners, free movement within the country
[permit the population to return to their
places of origin, given that they were forced
to abandon them and move to controlled
zones]; filling of administrative posts with
Timorese staff.
In this phase of the encounter Xanana
appeared more flexible in his attitude. He
spoke for the first time in Tetum. He accepted that 'all of us want the same things
but by different strategies. He mentioned
the possibility of a narrowing of the distance between the two positions but later
questioned himself as to 'whether it would
not be better to follow two separate paths'.
he claimed authorship of the Ramos
Horta plan [on pages 312-324 of the book
'Amanha em Dili']. He requested Constâncio
Gusmão to contact Bishop Ximenes Belo,
whose 'courage' and 'good faith' he praised,
with a view to his being included in future
meetings.
Constâncio Gusmão explained that the
bishop had refused an invitation to the first
meeting (in London), but added that 'the
door is still open to all Timorese'.
Xanana feels that the choice of the name
'reconciliation' was not felicitous: he would
prefer to utilize the word 'talks' [translator's
note: 'dialogo' in Portuguese].Finally, he
manifested a willingness to take part in a
future meeting, in Dili (it would be the
third), as long as he could go there 'as a free
man'.
He also expressed openness towards a
visit by Lopes de Cruz [who he began by
depicting as an integrationist and defender of
the Indonesian viewpoint] 'as long as the
proposal came from him'.
The three men said their good-byes, but
not before taking photographs together.
Xanana returning to his cell, from where he
continues to refuse the exile which the Indonesians are now willing to grant him.

5 EAST TIMORESE FACE
TRIAL FOR ANTI-INDONESIA
PROTEST
IO/Agencies, May 31.
Jakarta -- Five East Timorese, arrested
last month for holding an anti- Indonesia
protest in East Timor, may be tried on
charges of disrupting order, a military
spokesperson said Monday.
"They are now still under investigation
and if they (are) found guilty [sic] then they
will be brought to court," East Timor military spokesperson Major Simbolon said by
telephone from Dili, the largest city here.
The five youths were arrested shortly after they displayed anti-Indonesian banners
during a visit by foreign journalists to Dili
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last month, Simbolon said, adding that they
may be charged with "disrupting public
order and security".
The five were among a group of demonstrators who protested in front of a hotel
where the journalists were staying.
Simbolon did not say when the investigation would be completed.
He said there were still about 300 members of a clandestine pro-independence
group in East Timor, and a number of them
had intended to hold meetings to coincide
with a conference on East Timor in Manila,
but canceled them after foreign participants
were banned from the original conference.

LETTERS THE JAKARTA
POST WILL NOT PUBLISH. I
The following is a letter sent to the Jakarta
Post by John Pilger on March 31. The Jakarta Post has failed to publish it.
Sir,
For more than a month the Jakarta Post
has published articles related to my documentary film, Death of a Nation, about East
Timor. As a newspaper that believes that its
readers have a right to facts not propaganda,
you will, I trust, give me this opportunity
to reply and to make several observations.
In your most recent report (12.3.94), you
stated that "recent charges of further blemishes on Indonesia's record in East Timor
had no noticeable effect on a report issued
by the UN Commission on Human Rights".
This is not true. I was in Geneva for the UN
hearings, and the "consensus statement" was
a cautious document aimed at giving the
Indonesian government a "second chance"
following the harsh condemnation of the
1993 resolution. This document, however,
does not reflect the disquiet felt by members
of the Commission about abuses of human
rights in East Timor, especially the refusal
of the Jakarta government to provide the
names and whereabouts of 207 people
"missing" following the massacre in Dili on
12 November 1991.
A more accurate representation of international feeling on East Timor is contained
in the recent report by the UN Rapporteur
on Torture and Extrajudicial Killings, which
condemns the Jakarta government for torture, illegal killings and detention in East
Timor.
You state that "an attempt to show (my
film) on the eve of the UNCHR meeting in
Geneva was aborted when stern criticism
came from a former Fretilin fighter, Paulino
Gama". This is entirely false. I took my film
to Geneva where it was shown to an audience of more than 100 people, including
members of the UN commission, NGOs and
officials of several governments, including

Indonesia. There was no "stern criticism"
from anyone, only expressions of support
and shock at the suffering of the people of
East Timor. No previous visual presentation, I was informed, had ever had such a
profound and positive effect at the UN in
Geneva. The same was said of the evidence
of the eyewitnesses to a second massacre in
Dili, who appeared in my film and who later
gave personal testimony to members of the
UN Commission.
To my knowledge, none of this has been
reported in Jakarta. Well before my film was
shown, Indonesian government officials
were reported condemning my work, which
they had not seen. This was accompanied
by a smear campaign against me. I understand the need for this; for the truth in my
film is irrefutable, and comes mostly from
available, establishment sources. Only three
minutes of an hour-and-a-half report is devoted to the second massacre in Dili; the
rest is a factual accounting of genocide,
which according to the Foreign Relations
Committee of the Australian Parliament has
caused the deaths of "at least 200,000" East
Timorese.
You have quoted several government officials criticising my "credibility". None has
offered a shred of evidence to support this
slur. My credibility, I have to say, is well
established. In print journalism I have twice
been awarded the highest honour in Britain
for factual reporting. I have won an equivalent award in France and the United States;
and I have twice won the United Nations
Media Peace Prize. For my documentaries I
have won Academy Awards in the UK and
the US. My first Cambodia Film, Year Zero,
is credited with alerting much of the world
to the horrors of the Pol Pot years. Knowing this, your readers will be better placed to
discern smear from fact. The reason my film
has been attacked in Jakarta and elsewhere is
that it tells a truth of which many Indonesians, and others, are unaware.
For example, in your report of 12.3.94
you quote a letter critical of me published in
the British press from a Tory MP, Patrick
Nicholls. As a declared friend of the Jakarta
regime, Mr. Nicholls is entitled to his view.
But I replied to his letter, and its many inaccuracies; and you make no mention of this.
So out of fairness and a regard for the
truth, I hope you will publish this letter;
and I congratulate you if you do. Your readers will be interested to know that they will
shortly have an opportunity to view my
film by satellite, and to make up their own
minds as to its veracity. Be assured that,
like the ghost in Shakespeare's Hamlet, the
issue of East Timor's great suffering will not
go away.
John Pilger

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

[John Pilger added the following note to
the editor:
If you would like me to in any way
change or cut this letter, please don't hesitate to fax me on 44 71 580 7780. I hope
you will publish it in full.

LETTERS THE JAKARTA POST
WILL NOT PUBLISH II
The following letter was sent to the Jakarta
Post on June 9 by Lord Avebury, Chairman
of the Parliamentary Human Rights Group.
Dear Editor,
We were surprised to read in your editorial of Wednesday, May 18, 1994 ("The
Timor Debate") that President Soeharto has
invited a delegation of New Zealand parliamentarians to observe the human rights
conditions in East Timor. The Indonesian
Embassy just replied to a request we made
last November to send a couple of members
from our Group to East Timor, saying that
the authorities are currently too busy to
allow such a visit. This is the third time that
we have requested permission to visit East
Timor, and the third time that such permission has been denied.
We agree with you that Indonesia should
"ensure the world that [it] honestly respect[s] human rights". This means granting
unimpeded access to bodies like ours, which
have taken a consistent interest in East
Timor (as well as Aceh and West Papua)
over many years. We would respectfully
suggest, also, that Jakarta should invite the
UN Working Party on Disappearances to
visit East Timor, as proposed by the UN
Human Rights Commission in February
1993, so that they can look into the fate of
the 250 persons unaccounted for after the
massacre at the Santa Cruz cemetery on
November 12, 1991.
Lord Avebury

BELGIAN ARMS EXPORTS
TO INDONESIA
April 1994
THIS INFORMATION IS INTENDED
TO DEMONSTRATE THE
CONNECTION BETWEEN THE TRADE
OF ARMS AND THEIR ACTUAL USE
IN CONFLICT; SPECIFIC ATTENTION
IS GIVEN TO SMALL ARMS AND
OTHER ARMAMENT SYSTEMS NOT
INCLUDED IN THE UN
CONVENTIONAL ARMS REGISTER
by: Ernst GULCHER
International Peace Information Service IPIS
Italielei 98A, 2000 Antwerp, Belgium
+32-2250022/2310151(fax); email: flemunpeace@gn.apc.org
Introduction

In the past Belgian arms producing companies often sold their products to Indonesia. For reasons of both political and business nature the tendency has been to set up
local production-facilities, often with the
support of Belgian agencies for foreign trade
of development cooperation. In the beginning of the eighties this military-industrial
cooperation reached its height. In the second
half of the decennium the Belgian companies
seem often have lost their positions against
other competitors like the Germans. In the
nineties Indonesia seems not to be a military
market for Belgium any more.
Fireweapons
The Belgian companies 'FN-Herstal' and
'Les Forges De Zeebrugge' (in the past a
100% subsidiary of explosives-producer
PRB) sold in the seventies and eighties
many of their weapon-types to Indonesia.
Most of these are produced locally under
license after the first foreign deliveries.
pistols
In the beginning of the eighties the Indonesian ordnance factory 'Pindad' manufactured the 9mm High-power FN Browning
pistol which is called the 'Pindad P1A9'.
rifles/machineguns
By the end of the eighties at least 3 types
of Belgian FN-rifles were in use with the
Indonesian armed forces: the 7.62mm FAL,
its predecessor, the 7.92mm SAF, as well its
successor, the 5.56mm FNC-carabine. The
Indonesians bought the 7.62mm MAG machinegun and more recently they did the
same with its successor, the modern
5.56mm light machinegun Minimi. As far as
we know al these weapon-types are produced locally under license. According to
Jane's Defence Weekly of 19/4/1986 the
Indonesian armed forces availed of a stock
of some 20000 7.62mm Belgian LT Fal rifles.
The military also acquired the special
machinegun for light airplanes, the 7.62mm
Twin Mag Pod (TMP). The order was
booked around 1980. Since that time this
system has been the standard equipment of
the BO 105 helicopters of the German firm
'Messerschmitt Bolkow Blohm' (MBB)
which has been built in Indonesia under
license by 'IPT Nurtanio'. rockets
By the end of 1986 the international
press said that the Indonesian national military industrial group 'Pindad' was producing
non-guided 70mm rockets and their launchers under licence of the Belgian firm 'Forges
de Zeebrugge' for the Indonesian armed
forces. Three types were mentioned:
LAU97, LAU157 en LAU159. The 'Revue
Internationale de Defense 4/86' (p.483)
shows a photograph of the above mentioned
Indonesian BO 105 helicopter equipped
with these rockets stating that by that time
'Nurtania' had built 42 helicopters of this
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type for the Indonesian army (15), the air
force (15) and the navy (12). Two years
later 90 helicopters had been built. All of
these could carry a variety of weapon systems but the FZ 70mm rocket system appeared to be used as a standard.
Shipbuilding
Three small Belgian shipyards, 'Fulton
Marine', 'Scheepswerven van Langerbrugge'
and 'Chantiers Navals de Meuse et Sambre'
formed in 1973 the 'Belgian Shipbuilders
Corporation' in an effort to strengthen their
export- capabilities. In March 1980 the
group concluded a 1.8 billion Belgian francs
contract with the Indonesian Ministry of
Finances for the construction of 24 wooden
patrol ships for the Indonesian customauthorities. Twelve ships would be built in
Belgium. The components for the others
would be exported to Indonesia and assembled locally by the military 'Surabaya Naval
Shipyard'. Indonesian personnel would be
trained by the Belgian yards which would
also give technical assistance in the assembling-process in Indonesia. These 24 ships
were intended to be part of a group of 300
ships to be used by the Indonesians to implement a large-scale transmigration programme to transport half a million people
from over-populated Java to Sumatra. In the
past such programs failed because the forced
migrants inclined to return secretly to their
former homes in their village of origin.
Press-rumors said that the 'Belgian' patrol
ships would be used to stop this reimmigration process. The Belgian agencies
for development cooperation supported the
export of the ships in the framework of a
global support-programme for the promotion of Belgian small and middle scale firms.
The yard obtained 100 million Belgian
francs in the form of interest-subsidy for
export credits and another 100 million for
the training of Indonesian personnel. In the
end of January 1981 the Minister of Foreign
Trade announced that Belgium would lend
another 350 million Belgian francs to the
Indonesian government to buy industrial
goods in Belgium. The construction of the
first twelve ships started in the beginning of
1981 and was completed one and a half year
later. It created jobs for some thirty people.
The Belgian Indonesia-committee sent in
1980 a letter to several members of the Belgian parliament stating that the ships might
be used by the Indonesian navy in the
blockade of East-Timor to break the resistance of the Fretilin liberation front. This
letter was ignored while in the same period
the Belgian government informed the Indonesian authorities that Belgium would not
any longer resist the Indonesian claims on
East-Timor. Up to that moment the Belgian
authorities had voted in favour of the UNresolutions in which these Indonesian claims
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were put down and which had accused the
Indonesian armed forces to violate the human rights of the local population.

PHILIPPINE LEADER TRIES
TO REPAIR TIES
June 8, 1994, Abridged
Manila (Reuter) - - Philippine President
Fidel Ramos said on Wednesday his government wanted to repair ties with other
countries strained by a ban on foreigners
attending a Manila conference on East
Timor. Ramos told a news conference he
had instructed Acting Foreign Secretary
Tomas Padilla to assure France, Portugal
and Ireland his government had no quarrel
with them even though it barred their citizens from attending the conference. "The
people of the Philippines and the government of the Philippines have no quarrel with
the people and governments of those three
countries," Ramos said. "We will exert effort
to reduce, control or somehow repair the
damage that has been done," he added....

AUSTRALIA DOESN'T WINK
AT EAST TIMOR ABUSES
The New York Times, Wednesday, June 8,
1994
Letters to the Editor
"Timorous on Timor," your egregious
May 24 editorial, gravely misrepresents
Australia's position on East Timor. Although Australia has recognized the sovereign authority of Indonesia over East Timor
since February 1979, our public concerns
and representation over violations of human
rights in the region are well-documented.
Recognition of Indonesia's sovereign authority in no way implies approval of the circumstances of the Indonesian acquisition of
East Timor.
Far from "meekly refusing to challenge
Indonesia" as you state, Australia raises its
concerns with the Indonesian Government
with committed persistence. We have been
unswerving in our call for a process of reconciliation in East Timor, which would involve economic development sensitive to
the needs of the East Timorese and a major
reduction in military presence. This is understood by the Indonesians.
Australia supported the 1993 resolution
of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights critical of the human rights
situation in East Timor. This year Australia
joined the commission's consensus adoption
of the chairman's statement on human rights
in East Timor.
On a practical level, Australian diplomats, official delegations (some parliamentary) and journalists visit East Timor regu-
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larly, and the issue stays prominent in Australia.
Despite difficulties and obstructions,
Australia delivers development assistance
specifically to East Timor, including funds
to improve water supplies and sanitation,
donations to the United Nations Children's
Fund Project and the Red Cross.
Your bizarre suggestion that Australian
diplomats avoid using the words East Timor
for fear of offending Indonesia is simply
fanciful. We use the terminology "East
Timor" bilaterally and in global forums, as
anyone who follows the debate would
know. I might note that your own editorial
languished under a headline in which the
"East" had been lost from Timor.
Don Russell
Ambassador of Australia to the U.S.
Washington, May 27, 1994
_________________________________
__

PARTS OF A CAMPAIGN
To the Editor:
"Timorous on Timor" (editorial, May 24)
is testimony of your continuing campaign
against Indonesia. You once again cast aspersions on Indonesia's role in East Timor
when the historical facts pertaining to the
former colony speak for themselves.
It is incredible that you describe Indonesia's strong protest and expression of concern over what you call a "human rights
conference" to be held in Manila as "crude
pressure," instead of normal and legitimate
diplomatic efforts.
The so-called "human rights conference"
is part of a political campaign against Indonesia waged by a small group of East
Timorese in exile, with the helping hands of
a small group of leftist Filipinos. Such activities are contrary to the spirit of the
agreements on confidence-building measures
reached Sept. 17, 1993, and May 6, 1994,
by Portugal and Indonesia in the dialogue
under the auspices of the Secretary General.
Those activities are also a manifestation of
insensitivity by a small group of Filipinos
to solidarity within ASEAN, the Asian
economic association that has brought
peace, stability and prosperity to the region.
It is inconsistent to make spurious claims
that Indonesia threatened to refuse to be
host to peace talks between the Philippine
Government and the Moro National Liberation Front because of the planned Manila
conference. As Foreign Minister Ali Alatas
confirms: "I have never stated that the talks
would be stopped. What causes a delay is
the search for a suitable time for all sides."
Furthermore, these peace talks have been
postponed to later this year because preparations at a technical level have not been
completed.

The Governments of Indonesia and the
Philippines enjoy a good relationship and
have worked closely to protect their respective national interests. The Indonesian Government remains committed to facilitating
those talks.
Nugroho Wisnumurti
Indonesian U.N. Representative
New York, May 27, 1994.

ESTAFETA - APCET
CONFERENCE
NEWSLETTERS
As most of the material on APCET reported by the international press seems to
be written about and by people who were
_not_ able to attend the conference, readers
of reg.easttimor would be forgiven if they
had the impression that the APCET conference was effectively weakened by Generals
Suharto and Ramos. This is far from the
case. The following are three issues of the
daily newsletter, ESTAFETA, produced by
the conference secretariat. If some of it is a
bit obscure, well, you had to be there.
-- Charlie Scheiner, ETAN/US, delegate
and participant in APCET
============================
==================
ESTAFETA - Newsletter of the AsiaPacific Conference on East Timor
June 2, 1994
SECOND-DAY EVENTS
After the much-publicized opening of the
APCET conference on May 31, the participants immediately went down to business
on the second day, zeroing in on the East
Timor issue. In the morning's first keynote
speech, Sen. Wigberto Tanada chided the
Ramos administration for having given way
to the bullying tactics of the Suharto regime.
The issue of human rights must not be subordinate to any temporary economic benefits that may be gained in our relationship
with other nations, he said. The plight of
East Timor is a source of concern and outrage for any nation that truly values the
human rights of its people.
The second speech was a message of
solidarity from First Lady of France/FranceLibertés President Danielle Mitterand, read
by Mrs. Carmen Diokno, wife of the late
Sen. Jose W. Diokno and human rights advocate. Mme. Mitterand condemned the
extreme measures taken by the Indonesian
government in trying to stop the conference,
and asked what Indonesia feared would be
revealed by the conference. She expressed
her own commitment and concern for the
plight of East Timor.
Chief Justice (retired) and legal scholar
Marcelo Fernan, himself active in the human
rights campaign, offered a speech marked by
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well-researched and convincing positions on
the legal aspects the East Timor occupation.
Any discussion on East Timor, he said, goes
beyond what is legal to what is moral.
Perking up the day was the great Sultan
Lubi Macapuno (a.k.a. Aba Kuaman), who
floored the audience with his wacky antiRameus tirades, witty song lyrics, and wondrous flair with the malong.
The latter half of the second day was devoted to panel discussions. The first tackled
East Timor's legal basis for selfdetermination. Main speaker was IPJET
Secretary-General Pedro Pinto Leite. Mr.
Leite's talk was a reaffirmation of the points
earlier raised by justice Fernan. He delved
on the patently illegal occupation and annexation of East Timor by the Indonesian
government, stating that the latter had violated international laws and principles on
human rights. Reactor Atty. Carlos Medina
Jr. of the Ateneo Human Rights Center
stated that non-intervention on matters
concerning human rights is Indonesia's consistent position in international venues.
Fellow reactor Atty. Yong-Whan Cho of
Lawyers for a Democratic Society stated
that he sees nothing new in Indonesia's arguments as these have been used before by
other colonizers in justifying their acts. The
panel presentation was chaired by Atty.
Sedfrey Candelaria of Law-Asia.
The second panel presentation was a
human rights analysis of the East Timor
issue, led by Atty. Cecilia Jimenez of the
Phil. Alliance of Human Rights Advocates.
She exposed the so-called ASEAN philosophy of human rights for what it truly is: a
convenient excuse for, governments to violate the human rights of their citizens.
"Poppycock," as IPJET President and reactor Shambhu Chopra succinctly described it.
Peter Wesley-Smith, Dean of the Faculty of
Law, University of Hong Kong, also reacted
strongly against the concept of "cultural
relativism" as invoked by ASEAN despots
in defending their human rights records.
Sharon Scharfe of the East Timor Alert
Network and Parliamentarians for East
Timor introduced a dimension not adequately covered in discussions on East
Timor: human rights violations against
women in the form of murder, rape and
forced sterilization. The panel presentation
was chaired by Atty. Eleonor Conda of the
Women's Legal Bureau.
=====================
ESTAFETA - June 3, 1994 THIRD
DAY RECAP
The morning of the third day began with
an introduction of participating organizations and the reading of solidarity messages.
This was followed by the playing of
video-taped messages from two leading
lights of the East Timorese liberation

movement, Jose Ramos Horta and Konis
Santana.
Jose Ramos Horta, Co-Chairperson of
the CNRM, dwelt on the cultural and historic ties that bind East Timor with the rest
of Asia, especially the Philippines: both
countries were colonized, both share a
common faith, and more importantly, both
are undergoing the same struggle for genuine
freedom and independence. He also cited the
potential role that East Timor could play as
a member of the ASEAN and other groups
of nations in the Asian region. He expounded on the CNRM Peace Plan, citing
possible cooperation with Indonesia and
Portugal under the auspices of the UN.
Konis Santana Commander-in-chief of
FALINTIL, stated that the liberation
movement in East Timor is open and flexible
in exploring all possible channels that may
lead to resolution of the conflict. In an admirable gesture of true statesmanship and altruism, Santana declared their willingness to
resolve differences with Indonesia in such a
way that the latter's honor as a nation would
still be kept intact.
APCET participants Max Stahl and Ines
Almeida then took to the stage to offer their
own insights: Ines, regarding her thoughts on
CNRM, and Max, regarding his personal
experiences as a film maker who worked
with the liberation movement in East Timor.
In the afternoon, participants were divided into groups for the workshops on
East Timor solidarity experiences, expressions and options. Topics handled by the
groups included human rights, women, people's diplomacy, church solidarity work,
indigenous peoples, information/education,
and legal aspects of the East Timorese
struggle.
The day was capped by a mass cocelebrated by Bishop Aloisius Nobuo Soma
and the parish priest of the UP chapel.
Bishop Soma delivered a stirring homily
condemning the genocide perpetrated by the
Indonesian army and extolling the faith and
courage of the East Timorese in the face of
prevalent suffering and oppression. He then
made a call of support from the Filipino
faithful for the good fight being waged by
the East Timorese.
The spirit of EDSA was revisited in the
mass' ending with the emotion- filled singing
of Bayan Ko, the adopted hymn of the Filipino anti- dictatorship movement. The song
was sung by the entire congregation amidst
raised fists symbolizing solidarity with the
East Timorese. Bishop Soma's co-celebrant
offered his own touching gesture of support,
criticizing the Ramos government for succumbing to Indonesian pressure, saying that
his fellow-priests were willing to die in defense of human rights and that he would
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devote prayers for the success of the
APCET conference.
-----------------------"Estafeta", the Portuguese word after
which this official newsletter of APCET is
named, literally means the packet containing
the messages carried by young couriers in
the Maubere guerilla fronts. Estafetas may
also refer to the couriers themselves.
Like the message the estafeta bears, APCET's concern is urgent. A matter of life and
death. Actually, more of life: the excitement
and hope that each day, as APCET looks
into the prospects of its solidarity with the
East Timorese and as the Maubere freedom
fighters pursue the strategic goals of
CNRM, the dreams of all peoples in the
world for peace and prosperity would descend upon a firmer ground.
Unlike the East Timorese estafeta, however, the newsletter can still accommodate
the trivial (jokes and all) if only to remind
ourselves that it shall exist only for the
meantime. Until we go back to our respective places to proclaim the liberation of the
Maubere people.
------------------------International conversations:
"One of the worst things is that it is too
hot here in Manila." "How hot?" "At least
33C plus about 20 television lamps plus
about 6O camera flash lights."
"We are impressed with ... no absolutely
flabbergasted with...the circus, the traffic,
the Solomonic indecision, Sultan Macapuno,
it was the best week of my life!"
Overheard in a corner that was less private then the speaker thought: "I hope we
get deported tomorrow." "Why?" "I really
hate offending my, absolutely fantastic,
hospitable, delightful hosts ........ Yes, I
know, of course it's just a cultural difference
but .......... balut ......... please general sorry
general Fidel, send me home tomorrow!"
Anonymous: "Why did the government
have to back down? I was in love with my
security guard."
One, of us is having problems. The person at stake is VERY environmentally conscious. Never buys a newspaper. Always
shares it with others. After all 99.9% is
useless or advertisements = too many logged
trees. But these days ... being on the front
page is not nothing, after all.
Dream: Participant of APCET sleep walk
all the way to East Timor. Arrive at the
mountain. Finds the guerrillas. Whispers.
They smile. The guerrillas. Their eyes twinkle. Their smiles are all over their face. Their
body rejoices. They want to dance. They
are so happy that somewhere in the world
people are caring. Because after all ... they
really want to go home. To their families,
their beloved, their friends. After all they
long so desperately for peace.
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Suggestion for alternative use of Malong
for all those who fell in love (a little bit or
lots that does not matter): step into malong.
First one. Then the other. And who knows
maybe two becomes one? Saskia and eh ...
would be willing to demonstrate upon request. Just approach Saskia, ... not Agnes...
Church: The person next to me had not
been in a catholic church 15 years. The ones
in front never did. I had the impression that
it was not that easy to adopt. Stand. Sit.
Stand. Stand. Sit.. oh no kneel. Stand. Kneel.
Sit. Sit. Etc. Etc. We, who hadn't been to
church for a while, were puzzled too. The
speeches in the church were as strong as in
the UPSET meeting... Towards the end one
of our friends was quite confused too when
we were asked to shake hands: he introduced himself as usual with his name and
was surprised when the person next to him
only said, "Peace be with you." Anyway it
was a great service. And, after all, wasn't
Jesus a great human rights campaigner himself?
Hongkong 29 May 1994: Finally, I
boarded the airplane after a long delay. I sat
back in a very comfortable chair while eating
a good lunch. I happened to pick up a Manila newspaper. The first heading is: "Nobel
Prize Winner Deported." I wanted to step
out of the plane but alas! I didn't have a
parachute so I drank a few whisky. Then we
touched ground and got out of the plane. I
had the feeling that just EVERY SINGLE
uniformed policeman was staring at me.
What to do? The big question now is: "What
to answer?" I opened my mouth and it said:
"I'm a tourist." Three days later,...
MARCELO FERREIRA, International
Union of Deportation (IUD), full member.
IUD is an international organization with
consultative status in the Manila airport
category A. Honorary President: Mr. Fidel
of IUD.
============================
=========
ESTAFETA: June 4, 1994
FOURTH DAY RECAP
The morning of the APCET fourth day
was devoted mainly by knowing our "beloved" Indonesia by heart. No thanks to
Indonesia for making East Timor and West
Papua known to the world by making our
Timorese and Papuan brothers and sisters
suffer and gnaw in pain. But let the cry of
the thousands of innocent children, fathers
mothers, relatives, friends and unknown
victims of human rights violations in this
part of our globe tell us what really has
happened to the almost forgotten people of
East Timor and West Papua.
What are the reasons behind such Indonesian aggression? What are the effects of
such Indonesian occupation to the people of
East Timor and West Papua, to the Asia
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Pacific region, and to the global human
community in general? Until when will the
Timorese and Papuans suffer due to Indonesian imperialism?
The 5Ws and H (who, what, where,
when, how, including how much) of the
Indonesian colonization were extensively
discussed by the panel of speakers JOHN
OTTO ONDAWAME, spokesman for
Organisasi Papua Merdeka (Free Papua
Movement); the former Australian diplomat
in Jakarta, journalist, political commentator
and founder of the AKSI-Indonesian
Solidarity Network MAX LANE; and
Indonesian RASHLAND NASHIDIK
himself as the chair of Pusat Informasi Dan
Jaringan Aksi Untuk Reformasi (Center for
Information and Action Network for
Democratic Reforms), an organization
formed in 1989 by student activists in
Jakarta.
The afternoon session was spent discussing actual solidarity efforts for Free East
Timor. INES ALMEIDA shared their work
in the East Timor Relief Association
(ETRA) and how local and international
solidarity groups who wish to help East
Timor can help. Likewise, PEDRO PINTO
LEITE of the International Platform of Jurists for East Timor (IPJET) discussed their
organization's structure, vision, mission,
goals and on-going tasks on hand for East
Timor.
An IPJET book on East Timor will be
available soon and an invitation to everyone
interested on the East Timor struggle to win
US$1,000 at stake for the lucky East Timor
essayist this coming August.
Moreover, to facilitate worldwide information dissemination and cooperative efforts for East Timor, JEAN INGLIS and
CHARLES SCHEINER of the International
Federation for East Timor (IFET) discussed
their upcoming activities and the E-mail
communication system for a globally coordinated East Timor campaign.
The rest of the afternoon was spent for
workshop discussion on three levels of solidarity work for East Timor: local, Asian and
International networking. Local participants
were divided into two workshop groups: the
Lumads, Moro and Indigenous people on
one hand, and the NGOs and individuals on
the other hand. The workshop groups for
Asia and International networking later have
decided to merge themselves into one group.
The results of the workshop will be reported to us shortly this morning.
A solidarity night culminated the day's
event with a display of both obvious and
hidden cultural talents from local and foreign
participants. With such a display of courage
to sing and dance publicly for East Timor,
how much more should we all sing and
dance together when East Timor has finally
won its victory?

-------------------------AMI HUSIK ESTAFETA OSA NE'E,
MAIBE AMI HEIN ESTAFETA IDA
BO'OT LIU TAN!
(We are leaving this ESTAFETA, but we
await a bigger ESTAFETA!)
Tomorrow, there will be no more
ESTAFETA. As we today witness the curtain call of the Asia-Pacific Conference on
East Timor (APCET), we also bid goodbye
to our dearly beloved ESTAFETA which
served as our voice of freedom for four
days.
ESTAFETA has served its purpose for
the four-day APCET meeting in Manila.
And the spirit of ESTAFETA leaves an
indelible mark in our hearts. As we now
bring the good news of East Timor solidarity to our own homes, we instantly become
estafetas or couriers of the good news of
liberation for our Timorese brothers and
sisters around the globe. As our collective
voice of freedom, ESTAFETA has attempted to sum up our daily conference
activities in simple terms and form. Just like
the real estafetas in East Timor, the children
couriers have dared to facilitate communication lines in the war-torn mountains and
hills of East Timor. And ESTAFETA, in
spite of its simplicity and consciously lacking the minimum standards of an elementary
newsletter, has sincerely offered itself to be
the voice of APCET.
Who will miss ESTAFETA? Certainly,
it's not this two-page paper that we will all
miss but the spirit of common humanity
that embraced us all during the four-day
meeting and the collective history we have
made and written together in this two-page
paper that will make us all remember
ESTAFETA.
Today, ESTAFETA bids you all goodbye and wishes you a safe journey back
home. At the same time, ESTAFETA greets
you hello as it willingly accepts its greater
prophetic mission after APCET: to sow
seeds of hope and freedom for East Timor in
the hearts of every human being in the Asia
Pacific Region and elsewhere in our globe.
Viva ESTAFETA! Viva Timor Leste! La
Luta Continua!
-------------------------SOLIDARITY NIGHT
Solidarity with the suffering people of
East Timor assumed a lively tone during the
Solidarity Night at PCED yesterday.
APCET participants also took a respite
from the hectic conference schedule via a
smorgasbord of songs, poems, dances and
yes, laughter. The delegates duly represented their countries and brought to this
corner of the globe a glimpse of each other's
world. The presentations were gifts of hope
and friendship to the people of East Timor.
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Joel Saracho was the consummate emcee,
glib tongued and master of the moment that
he is.
Kontra Gapi blasted what little space
they had with resonant thumping music.
Equipped with kulintangs and other Filipino
native instrument instead of the usual electric guitars, their music zeroed-in on the
contemporary generation and still eager-tobe swinging generation.
The Mindanao delegation unraveled a
string of dance and music complete with
glittering malongs. Mr. Shambu Chopra of
India revealed a romantic streak and rendered a love song that had the crowd both
swooning and stomping. A tenor, he was
matched only by the deep bass voice of
John of West Papua. The audience's spirit
and exhilaration were reflected by the solidarity songs offered by participants from
East Timor, Malaysia, Korea, Nepal, Australia and the Netherlands. Kevin McBride
of New Zealand shared a peculiar Irish song
and did not forget his brogue. Pedro Pinto
Leite, rid of his juror's accouterments,
donned a magician's robe and with his bewitching aide, illustrated the correlation
between a rope magic trick and the East
Timorese struggle. The already queer turn of
events took on an even stranger quality as a
Bisig and Siglaya alliance produced a songpantomime that scored big in it's objective
to succinctly interpret for the foreigners the
love song.
And, what would be a night of solidarity
if there was not a blood compact ceremony
to forever seal the kinship of the delegates?
Balut, (week old duckling fetuses/eggs) were
passed around and good sports, as well
those duped, partook of this Filipino delicacy (no naming names). However, we must
commend Sharon, who, as a representative
of Canada coming empty-handed to the
evening presentation, paid her debt in full.
She will probably never be able to look at a
baby duck in the eye again.
Finally, while Grupong Pendong (on
tape) sang in the background, everybody
willingly scribbled their names and solidarity messages on a large piece of white cloth.
The cloth will serve as a solidarity poster of
sorts for our East Timorese friends to remember the APCET by. Grupong Pendong
graduated into African and Latin beats,
dancing proceeded and beer flowed
(NASAAN ANG BEER?).
--------------

THE MANILA FOLDER
Editorial, The New York Times, Saturday,
June 11, 1994
Credit President Fidel Ramos of the Philippines with blunt honesty in explaining

why he bowed to Indonesian pressure and
censored a conference in Manila on East
Timor. "What was at stake here?" Mr.
Ramos remarked to reporters. "Some 15
billion pesos [$700 million] worth of investments, projects, enterprises and agreed
partnerships or consortiums."
For that consideration, the Philippine
Government prohibited foreigners from
taking part in the Manila meeting, barring
Danielle Mitterrand, wife of the French
President, and deporting the Irish Nobel
Peace laureate Mairead Maguire.
This mess of pottage has apparently satisfied the Suharto regime in Jakarta, which
wishes everybody would forget its lawless
grab in 1975 of the former Portuguese colony of East Timor. As many as 200,000
people there have perished since Indonesia's
seizure and annexation. One can fault Mr.
Ramos for yielding to Indonesia's economic
threats, but the greater blame and the larger
guilt lie with Manila's powerful and bullying
neighbor.
Still, there is a consolation. Indonesia's
use of a 15-billion-peso club to stifle free
speech in a neighboring democracy has
stirred an uproar elsewhere in Asia. Instead
of rendering East Timor less visible, Indonesian diplomacy has achieved the reverse,
riveting attention on Jakarta's past reluctance to permit unimpeded access by humanitarian and human rights groups to a
people it characterizes as content and submissive. The reality was expressed in a message to Manila from the absent Mrs. Mitterrand, censuring Indonesia's military regime
for relying on "terror, prohibition, gagging,"
and avoiding good-faith negotiations.
More may be known about East Timor in
July, when it will be visited by a U.N. special reporter on human rights. In trying to
manage the news in Manila, Indonesia has
only quickened the world's curiosity about
what it seems to be hiding.

PHILIPPINES BANS
AMERICAN PROFESSOR
29 May 94
MANILA, Philippines (Reuter) - The
Philippines Sunday barred an American
professor from entering the country to attend a meeting on disputed East Timor a
day after expelling a Nobel peace laureate
and an Irish human rights activist. Airport
immigration officials threw out Susan Castillo, 46, after she admitted she had come to
attend the conference, which has angered
neighboring Indonesia. "They told me they
were sorry but I would not be allowed in
because the conference is banned," she told
reporters as officials prepared to escort her
on a plane back to Europe. Castillo, from
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Jackson, Mississippi but who has lived for
23 years in Portugal where she teaches at
the University of Oporto, said she would
file a strong protest with the U.S. embassy
in Lisbon against her expulsion. Immigration officials confirmed the expulsion order.
Castillo was one of 10 foreign delegates
expected to arrive Sunday to attend the
meeting, which opens Tuesday. The government has threatened to bar at least 36
foreign delegates should they come to the
conference, organized to explore why
200,000 Timorese have died since Indonesia
invaded the former Portuguese colony in
1975 and annexed it in 1976. Organizers,
who have said they plan to proceed with the
meeting despite a ban ordered by President
Fidel Ramos, have invited 150 delegates
from 15 nations. Mairead Maguire and Irish
human rights activist Tom Hyland were
expelled after arriving Saturday night.
Maguire, who as Mairead Corrigan shared
the 1976 Nobel Peace Prize with Betty
Williams for their Northern Ireland peace
efforts, said Manila capitulated to pressure
from the "Indonesian brutal dictatorship."
The foreign office said the expulsion was "to
prevent non-Filipinos from making use of
Philippine soil to seek to undermine the
territorial integrity of a friendly neighboring

JAKARTA STUDENT FACING
PRISON FOR PROTEST
[Peace Media Service, June 6] Yenni Rosa
Damayanti, an Indonesian student, is facing
up to six years in jail for her role in a demonstration calling for demilitarization of
Indonesian society.
The demonstration last December called
for the Jakarta government to accept responsibility for the Santa Cruz massacre in
East Timor and the killings of land protesters in Madura and Muslims in West Java.
Protesters also called for the disbanding of
Bakorstanas, the largely extra-judicial military security apparatus.
In a statement to the court, Demayanti
stressed that Indonesia's "security approach" must be changed and society demilitarized and freed from the control of ABRI,
the Indonesian armed forces. "I don't think
that saying 'ABRI, do not hurt the people' is
defaming anyone," she said. She pointed out
that "the theme of disbanding Bakorstanas
had never before been raised openly in a
demonstration ... as soon as the disbandment of Bakorstanas was proposed, only
then did the soldiers come."
Demayanti, 26, has been involved in environmental and land rights issues, as well as
calling for democratization of Indonesia.
While awaiting sentencing, she is in Pondok
Bambu Prison in Jakarta. [Peace News]
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INDONESIA MOVES SIX
TIMORESE POLITICAL
PRISONERS
JAKARTA, June 13 (Reuter) - Indonesia
has moved six political prisoners from East
Timor two months after they staged a protest in front of foreign journalists at their
Dili jail, a justice ministry official said on
Monday. He said the six, jailed for their role
in the 1991 Dili protests in which about 200
East Timorese were shot dead, had been
moved to a prison at Semarang, in east Java.
Relatives were not informed about the
move, exile sources said. "They are being
sent to Semarang because it has better facilities," said a military source who declined to
be named. A justice ministry official at the
jail said by telephone the six, aged between
29 and 44, had arrived on Friday. Indonesia
is under pressure to improve its human
rights record in the former Portuguese colony which it has ruled since a bloody invasion in late 1975. U.N. Sp ecial Rapporteur
on human rights Bacre Waly Ndiaye this
month postponed a visit to the troubled
territory until July after Foreign Minister
Ali Alatas had a heart attack. Several East
Timorese dissidents and captured guerrillas,
including former Fretilin leader Xanana
Gusmão, are currently being held in jails
outside East Timor. Foreign journalists interviewed the six during a chaotic visit to
Dili's main jail in April, despite efforts by
prison staff to prevent the six speaking.
During an earlier visit the six, sentenced to
between five years and life in 1992 after
troops opened fire on protesters at Dili's
Santa Cruz cemetery, had shouted proindependence slogans through the bars.
------------------By way of comment, it should be recalled
that there were other East Timorese prisoners at the jail in Dili who managed to get
their voices heard by the foreign journalists.
They were named in several dispatches as
Afonso Rangel who is serving a three- year
sentence after the so-called 'secret documents' trials, and Dominggus Pereira, regarding whom we have no record of any trial or
conviction. It would be interesting to know
what has happened to them to silence them
before a future foreign visit. TAPOL

THE GERMAN WARSHIPS
AND US MILITARY AID
Tempo, 11 June 1994 Extract only
[Background: The purchase of 39 German warships has led to a fierce controversy
between the Habibie team which negotiated
the deal and the Minister of Finance, Mar'ie
Muhammad, who questions the high costs
involved and the difference between earlier
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and subsequent figures. There is also a great
deal of controversy over the wisdom of the
purchase as the ships are in a bad state,
virtually stripped of accessories and armaments and are in need of huge expenditures
for refurbishment. The Habibie side of the
dispute was not helped by the near disaster
that recently engulfed one of the ships on its
journey to Indonesia in the Bay of Biscay.
The different versions of why the accident
occurred tend to highlight or downplay the
unsuitability of the ships, depending on
who is making the analysis.]
The following extracts come at the end of
an article in Tempo which attempts to set
out the different sides of the controversy:
----------------But besides the waves of the Bay of Biscay, there is another threat to these former
ships of the East German navy, coming
from a different direction. What is it?
The biggest threat comes from Capitol
Hill, the US Congress building. On 25 May,
the US Congress passed a draft law prohibiting the Indonesian armed forces from using
US military training facilities. This could be
the ammunition to revive the Feingold
amendment which would prohibit all supplies of military equipment to Indonesia.
For the moment, the Feingold amendment
has been held back with the help of Senator
Bennett Johnson from Louisiana (the state
where Freeport, the company mining copper in Irian Jaya, is based). In addition, a
compromise has been worked out by the
Clinton administration which prohibits all
transactions regarding small arms with Indonesia but allows major weapons systems to
be supplied, as this is commercially beneficial for the US.
Indonesian military sources in Washington fear that if Indonesia were to react
strongly to the bill that has got through
Congress, this would only help to revive the
Feingold amendment. If this were to happen, the Indonesian military would lose
their supply of spare parts.
These warships from East Germany that
have been purchased by Indonesia depend
to a great extent on supplies from the US,
especially for their electronic equipment and
weaponry. This is also the reason why
these ships purchased cheaply from Germany still require huge outlays

FIVE EAST TIMORESE TO BE
TRIED FOR ANTIINDONESIAN PROTEST
Radio Australia external service,
10 Jun 94
Indonesia is to place on trial five East
Timorese who were arrested in April for
holding an anti-Indonesian protest in the

East Timorese capital, Dili. State Prosecutor
Sudirihosuda said the charges related to
discrediting the Indonesian government. He
said the protest had been aimed at inciting or
spreading enmity, hate or insults towards
the government. Discrediting the government is punishable by up to seven years in
jail. (c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World
Broadcasts.

AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN
MINISTER COMMENTS ON
RELATIONS
Radio Australia external service, 7 Jun 94
Australia's Foreign Minister Gareth Evans says Australia may never know the
precise circumstances of the execution of
five Australian journalists in East Timor in
1975. He was replying to a parliamentary
question on a report that the five television
journalists were mutilated and tortured before being killed by invading Indonesian
troops. Senator Evans said the killings had
been horrific and Australia would not forget
them, but he said Australia had to appreciate that its relationship with Indonesia was
of immense economic and security significance. [Evans] We're not sure that any helpful purpose is served by trying now, after
this lapse of time to try and get some (?further and) better handle on what did occur.
Successive governments in the near aftermath of 1975 did, of course, try very hard
to establish the detailed circumstances of
those executions and detailed protests, notwithstanding some suggestions that have
been made to the contrary, were, of course
made at the time to the Indonesian government by the Australian government expressing our very grave concern at what had happened. I think it is important, while not
forgetting some of the awful things that have
happened, nonetheless to look to the future
and, in particular, to understand the larger
significance of our relationship with Indonesia. (c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World
Broadcasts.

UN TO SEND NEW
RAPPORTEUR.
RDP radio Lisbon in Portuguese, 9 Jun 94
The UN is preparing to send another
rapporteur to East Timor. He is Senegalese
and is expected to be in Dili in July. He is to
search for those who disappeared during the
Santa Cruz massacre [November 91]. Ramos
Horta [resistance's leader abroad] has been
contacted to help with the investigation.
[Horta] They were exploratory demarches
by the UN, aimed at all the interested parties, non-governmental organizations, the
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Indonesian government, the Portuguese
government, so that they can provide information enabling the special UN SecretaryGeneral's special representative, the special
UN rapporteur, to carry out his mandate
fully and effectively. He will travel to Indonesia and East Timor between 3rd and 13th
July, the exact dates for his visit to East
Timor are not known. His mandate covers
an investigation into the disappearances of
12th November 1991, in the Santa Cruz
[cemetery] massacre. He is also to look at
the human rights situation in general, on the
ground; to visit detention centres both in
East Timor and in Indonesia; and he is expected to try to talk to the Timorese clergy,
to prisoners and to all those interested who
contact him. (c) BBC Monitoring Summary
of World Broadcasts.

AI UA228/94 INDONESIA/EAST
TIMOR
EXTERNAL (for general distribution) AI
Index: ASA 21/18/94 Distr: UA/SC
UA 228/94 "Disappearance" / Fear of
Torture 13 June 1994
INDONESIA/EAST TIMOR Filomeno
da Silva Pereira, 37 Francisco Miranda
Branco, 44 Gregorio da Cunha Saldanha,
31 Jacinto das Neves Raimundo Alves, 37
Juvencio de Jesus Martins, 35 Saturnino
da Costa Belo, 29
Six East Timorese prisoners of conscience, jailed after the Santa Cruz massacre
of 12 November 1991, are reported to have
"disappeared" after being removed from the
prison in Dili, East Timor, where they were
serving sentences up to life imprisonment
on political charges.
Amnesty International fears they may be
subjected to torture or ill- treatment. It is
calling on the Indonesian authorities to make
their whereabouts known immediately and
to provide guarantees of their physical and
mental well-being.
Relatives who went to the Comarca
prison in Dili for a regular visit were reportedly told by other prisoners there that the
six had been led away in handcuffs by a unit
of the Police Mobile Brigade in the early
hours of 9 or 10 June. As of 12 June, relatives had been unable to locate the six at
other prisons and military installations in
the city, and the authorities denied any
knowledge of their whereabouts.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The six prisoners named above were sentenced to between five-and-a-half years and
life imprisonment in 1992 for their nonviolent political activities on behalf of East
Timor's independence movement. They are
among some 20 East Timorese prisoners of
conscience currently serving lengthy prison

terms in East Timor or Indonesia, most of
whom were accused of organizing and taking
part in the peaceful pro-independence procession to the Santa Cruz cemetery on 12
November during which Indonesian troops
opened fire. As many as 270 people were
killed at the cemetery and in subsequent
days; and at least 200 others were reported
to have "disappeared".
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please
send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express and
airmail letters either in English or in your
own language:
- expressing urgent concern for the safety
of the six prisoners of conscience named
above (please list all the names), following
reports of their "disappearance" from Comarca prison in Dili on or around 9 June
1994;
- urging the government to make known
their whereabouts as a matter of urgency,
and to act immediately to protect the six
from torture or ill- treatment;
- urging the government to release immediately all those held for their non-violent
political activities.
APPEALS TO
MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
Haji Utoyo Usman S.H. [Salutation:
Dear Minister Utoyo Usman] Menteri Kehakiman Jl. Rasuna Said Kav. 6-7 Kuningan
Jakarta Selatan Indonesia Faxes: +62 21
3141 625 Telexes: 44404 ditjenim ia Telegrams: Justice Minister, Jakarta, Indonesia
MILITARY COMMANDER REGION
IX: (covers Bali, Lombok and Nusa Tenggara including East Timor)
Brigadier-General R. Adang Ruchiatna
[Salutation: Dear Brigadier-General Adang
Ruchiatna] Pangdam IX/Udayana Markas
Besar KODAM IX Udayana Denpasar Bali,
Indonesia Telegrams: Pangdam IX/Udayana,
Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia
PLEASE SEND COPIES OF YOUR
APPEALS TO: His Excellency Mr Junus
Effendy Habibie, Embassy of Indonesia, 38
Grosvenor Square, London W1X 9AD
[Please see the responses to this topic for
the addresses of diplomatic representatives
in other countries]
AND, IF POSSIBLE, TO THE
FOLLOWING:
Lt. Gen. (Ret) Ali Said Chairman, National Commission on Human Rights c/o
Directorat Jenderal Pemasyarakatan Jl. Veteran No. 11 Jakarta Pusat Indonesia
PLEASE SEND APPEALS
IMMEDIATELY. Please do not send appeals after 25 July 1994.
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AI FI228/94 INDONESIA/EAST
TIMOR
EXTERNAL (for general distribution) AI
Index: ASA 21/19/94 Distr: UA/SC
13 June 1994
Further information on UA 228/94 (ASA
21/18/94, 13 June 1994) - "Disappearance" /
Fear of Torture
INDONESIA/EAST TIMOR: Filomeno
da Silva Pereira, 37 Francisco Miranda
Branco, 44 Gregorio da Cunha Saldanha, 31
Jacinto das Neves Raimundo Alves, 37
Juvencio de Jesus Martins, 35 Saturnino da
Costa Belo, 29
The six East Timorese prisoners of conscience named above, earlier reported as
"disappeared", are now understood to be in
custody in the city of Semarang, Central
Java. Indonesian military and Ministry of
Justice officials confirmed on 13 June that
the six, who had been taken from their cells
at Comarca prison in Dili late last week, had
been transferred over the weekend of 11/12
June.
The six had managed stage a small proindependence protest during a prison visit
by foreign journalists in April, and it appears likely that they were moved to avoid
further embarrassment to the Indonesian
authorities during future official visits to
East Timor. The timing of the move suggests that the move might be intended to
prevent the prisoners from meeting the UN
Special Rapporteur on Summary, Arbitrary
and Extra-judicial Executions, who is due to
visit East Timor - but not Semarang - early
in July.
Amnesty International welcomes the official clarification about the whereabouts of
the six, but regrets that the authorities failed
to inform relatives in advance of the move,
thereby causing considerable distress and
concern for the prisoners' safety. It is also
concerned that the prisoners are now being
held hundreds of miles from their homes,
making visits by relatives and friends extremely difficult. Finally, in Amnesty International's view, the six prisoners of conscience and should therefore be released
promptly and unconditionally.
FURTHER RECOMMENDED
ACTION: Please send telegrams, telexes,
faxes, express and airmail letters:
- expressing concern that the authorities
transferred the six prisoners of conscience
named above (please list all the names)
without informing their relatives, thereby
causing distress to the latter, and giving rise
to serious concern for the prisoners' safety;
- expressing concern that the six have
been transferred to a prison far from their
homes, making visits by relatives and
friends very difficult;
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- urging the government to release immediately the six prisoners and all those held
for their non-violent political activities in
Indonesia and East Timor.
APPEALS TO
MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
Haji Utoyo Usman S.H. [Salutation:
Dear Minister Utoyo Usman] Menteri Kehakiman Jl. Rasuna Said Kav. 6-7 Kuningan
Jakarta Selatan Indonesia Faxes: +62 21
3141 625 Telexes: 44404 ditjenim ia Telegrams: Justice Minister, Jakarta, Indonesia
MILITARY COMMANDER REGION
IX: (covers Bali, Lombok and Nusa Tenggara including East Timor)
Brigadier-General R. Adang Ruchiatna
[Salutation: Dear Brigadier-General Adang
Ruchiatna] Pangdam IX/Udayana Markas
Besar KODAM IX Udayana Denpasar Bali,
Indonesia Telegrams: Pangdam IX/Udayana,
Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia
PLEASE SEND COPIES OF YOUR
APPEALS TO: His Excellency Mr Junus
Effendy Habibie, Embassy of Indonesia, 38
Grosvenor Square, London W1X 9AD
[Please see the responses to this topic for
the addresses of diplomatic representatives
in other countries]
AND, IF POSSIBLE, TO THE
FOLLOWING:
Lt. Gen. (Ret) Ali Said Chairman, National Commission on Human Rights c/o
Directorat Jenderal Pemasyarakatan Jl. Veteran No. 11 Jakarta Pusat Indonesia
PLEASE SEND APPEALS
IMMEDIATELY. Please do not send appeals after 25 July 1994.

PROTESTING TOO MUCH
Ramos' democratic credential dented
Far Eastern Economic Review, 16 June
1994. Dateline: Manila. By Sheila Coronel.
[Comment: This article provides evidence
that, as we have felt for several weeks, it
was Suharto's fury at the prospect of a conference on East Timor taking place in an
ASEAN country that forced Alatas to renew pressure on Manila to halt the conference at all costs. TAPOL]
---------------Thank goodness it's over. That's what
President Fidel Ramos must have felt when
a five-day conference on East Timor ended
on 4 June in Manila. But the Philippine
leader did not emerge unscathed from the
international flap surrounding the conference, which planted the seeds for further
problems with Indonesia down the road.
Only about two dozen Asian and European delegates managed to slip through the
Philippine Government's ban on foreigners
attending the privately organised meeting, a
ban ordered by Ramos following severe
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pressure from Indonesia. The conference
ended with an agreement to establish a coalition for East Timor based in the Philippines,
a move that is likely to become a long-term though probably minor - irritant between
Manila and Jakarta. The participants also
proposed a peace plan for East Timor anchored on the gradual withdrawal of Indonesia troops and holding a referendum on
Timorese independence.
Indonesia, whose high-handed opposition
vaulted the obscure conference into the international spotlight, is viewed by most here
as the biggest loser in the fracas. But Ramos
also took a beating for bowing to Indonesian
pressure. His tarnished democratic credentials were salvaged by a Supreme Court
decision - released just two hours before the
conference was scheduled to begin - that
banning the meeting altogether would constitute an infringement on free expression.
That gave Ramos the excuse to allow the
conference thereby mollifying his critics
somewhat.
At the same time, the court upheld the
government's right to bar foreigners from
entering the country on grounds of "national
security and national interest". The decision
legitimised the measures Ramos had taken
earlier to appease Indonesia. These included
turning back 10 foreign delegates who had
flown in for the meeting, among them Irish
Nobel laureate Mairead Maguire. The government banned 34 others, including human
rights activist Danielle Mitterand, wife of
the French president.
The day after the conference opened,
Ramos heaved a sigh of relief. "If you look
at the events taking place," he told reporters, "we have found a Solomonic solution,
thanks to the support of everybody, particularly the Supreme Court."
But in Manila, the president's critics refused to be pacified. "The Ramos administration has ignored ...... the Filipino political culture that has been nurtured on the
principles of liberal democracy" said the
Philippine 'Daily Inquirer'. "By trying to
please Indonesia," insists conference organiser Renato Constantino, "Ramos alienated
the whole world and tarnished not only the
image of the Philippines but also his image
as a leader."
The biggest winner to emerge from the
controversy was the East Timor independence movement. "The many years of international indifference have been shattered,"
said Pedro Pinto Leite of the Holland-based
International Platform of Jurists for East
Timor, one of the conference convenors.
"This would not have been possible with
out the help of the Indonesians. Without
their help, this conference would not have
been such a huge success."

Organisers said the impact of the Manila
conference far exceeded that of previous
meetings on East Timor, including a "peoples tribunal" held in Bangkok in 1992 and a
conference in Macau last year. Indonesia,
which invaded and annexed the former Portuguese colony n 1975, was pilloried in the
international press for trying to scuttle the
conference.
According to Philippine officials, it was
Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas who
informed the Philippine ambassador in Jakarta of the conference in October 1993.
The information reached Ramos, who ordered his security advisor, Jose Almonte, to
handle the matter discreetly. "They asked us
to scrap the meeting," recalls Almonte, "but
we told them we can't do that because it
would go against our core democratic value,
which is freedom of expression. However,
we told them we would mobilise forces to
ensure that the Philippines will not be used
to embarrass Indonesia."
Almonte then held a series of meetings
with conference organiser Constantino, to
ask for assurances that the meeting would
not be inflammatory. "Our meetings were
cordial," says Constantino. "There were no
indications that they would stop the conference or ban people from attending it."
But things changed, Philippine officials
say, when President Suharto decided to take
a hard-line stance. "Suharto took the matter
very personally," says an official who was
privy to the negotiations. "He reacted at the
emotional level. He could not understand
why the Philippines could do this to him
after all he had done for us."
Within a few days in late May, Jakarta
postponed a second round of peace talks it
was hosting between Muslim rebels of
Mindanao and the Philippine Government.
It also told Indonesian delegates to pull out
of a business convention in the Southern
Philippine city of Davao, cancelled 12 jointventure agreements worth US$300 million,
and apprehended 25 Philippine fishing boats
accused of poaching in Indonesian waters.
In response to the pressure, Ramos tried
to ban the conference and barred the entry
of foreign delegates. "We understand Indonesia because we went through a dictatorship and we understand the intensity of
Indonesian's feelings," said Almonte, explaining Manila's actions. Jakarta, however,
was not as appreciative of the wonky ways
of the Philippine democracy. "They could
not understand us because for 27 years,
when Suharto said stop, they stopped," said
Almonta.
But, the presidential adviser asserted, the
whole experience has made PhilippineIndonesian ties stronger because Jakarta
"now has a very good idea of how Philippine democracy works." In the end, he said,
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"the gainer here is our democratic process.
We have shown that here in Asia, we're a
country that may not have one voice on
many issues, but we have one voice on the
basic value of freedom."
Almonte's positive view of the affair did
not convince the president's critics. "Despite his democratic posturing," wrote columnist Amando Doronila, Ramos "has not
made up his mind whether he is a democrat
or an authoritarian."

EAST TIMOR:
INTERNATIONAL JURISTS
PUT JAKARTA UNDER
PRESSURE
By Bob Mantiri
BRUSSELS, Jun 10 (IPS) - The International Platform of Jurists (IPJ) is to host a
second international conference on East
Timor in September to draw Europe's attention to what it calls "Indonesia's crime
against humanity in East Timor".
The conference, to be held in the German
city of Iserlohn, near Essen, will also aim to
influence the Indonesian government to
adopt a more conciliatory approach to East
Timorian demands.
"We want to put pressure on the Indonesian government to recognise the right of self
determination of the East Timorese people
and to force Jakarta to withdraw its troops,"
Pinto Leite, the secretary of IPJ -- which is
based in the Dutch city of Leiden -- said
Friday.
Indonesia invaded the former Portuguese
colony in 1975 and integrated the island a
year later as its 27th province.
Resistance to the takeover has continued
since then and is still going on -- despite the
arrest of resistance leader Xanana Gusmão,
last year. Two years ago, Indonesian troops
killed more than 100 East Timorese demonstrating against the government in Jakarta.
According to Leite, many Asian countries
will be invited to attend the three day German meet which follows up on the IPJ International Conference on East Timor, held
at the end of May in Manila. Leite described
the Manila conference -- which was boycotted by the Philippine government -- as "a
success". The IPJ has the membership of
jurists from 53 countries.
"What we want to get across to the people of Asia, the Pacific and Europe, is that
Indonesia's occupation of East Timor -- a
former Portuguese overseas colony -- is a
clear example of aggression, a crime against
humanity and a violation of international
rights," Leite said.
"I think we have succeeded in attracting
the attention of the people of the Asia Pacific region from the media coverage we have

had," Leite, a Portuguese national who now
resides in Holland, said.
According to Paulino Gama, the president of the Timorese International Secretariat for Human Rights, differences among
resistance groups on what strategy to adopt
to solve the problem with the Indonesians
has sharpened.
While the National Resistance Council
Maubere (NRCM) of Ramos Horta supports the idea of establishing an independent
East Timor through an armed revolution,
Paulino Gama, a former Fretilin commander,
advocates dialogue with the Indonesian government.
"The Indonesian authorities have understood that only direct dialogue with the East
Timorese leadership can be the key for desired harmony and development", Gama
said Friday by telephone.
Gama, who is headquartered in Amsterdam, attended the Manila conference where
he told the 300 participants that "to solve
the East Timorese problem, the resistance
movements will have to take reality into
account.
"The reality is, that the ones who will
suffer most from an armed revolution are the
people in East Timor and not those who are
living abroad. Moreover, it makes no sense
to fight an army equipped with modern
armaments," he said.
According to Gama, who was supreme
commander of the Red Brigade of the special
national Timorese resistance forces, the
climate for a dialogue with the Indonesians
has "improved" since the reconciliation
meetings between East Timorese from Indonesia and those living in Portugal.
Gama was a superior member of the High
Resistance Council and was the defence and
security general secretary of Falintil, the
armed wing of Fretilin, before he surrendered himself to Indonesian troops in January 1985.
He was imprisoned until 1989. Then he
was detained and isolated in the psychiatry
department of an army hospital in Jakarta.
His wife and children were killed by Indonesian troops.
Leite, however, questioned the credibility
of the former Fretilin resistance leader. "It is
curious that the Indonesian government
insisted that he be included in the list of
participants for talks, together with three
others who are known to be proIndonesian," Leite said.
(END/IPS/IP/BM/AF/94)
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WEAPONS REMOVED FROM
GERMAN WARSHIPS
Tempo, 11 June 1994 Extract only
[Comment: An earlier posting from the
same series of Tempo articles about arming
the ships said Jakarta would purchase the
weaponry from the US. Surely the US Congress will not allow weapons to be used in
the ships to replace weapons that were
removed precisely to ensure they are not
used against East Timor. TAPOL]
-----------------The following is an extract from another
of the articles published in Tempo regarding
the controversy over the purchase of 39
German warships:
The warships have indeed been out of
operation and mothballed in harbour without any maintenance for almost two years.
In addition, the condition of the ships was
badly effected when a number of demonstrators managed to get on board and cause a
great deal of damage. On average the ships
are about 15 years old.
Furthermore, the German parliament insisted that the major part of weapons on
board (Sewaco system) should be destroyed. Their reason: that the weapons
might be used against East Timor. This condition was not open to debate, with the
result that when Indonesia purchased the
ships, all the weapons had been dismantled.
This meant that the Government [unclear
which government] was obliged to spend
another $US4 million to destroy the weapons that were on board the ships.

SUHARTO GIRL ARRIVING
FOR SKYWAY DEAL
The Manila Times, June 3, 1994, front page.
[Note: this article, from AFP, is the third
most-prominent front-page article related to
APCET in the Manila Times that day. The
red-headlined lead story is "It's your turn to
free fishers, RP (Republic of the Philippines) tells Indons: 90 Pinoys being held in
Sulawesi," and the second one is "No heads
will roll on Timor, says FVR (Ramos)."
There is also a large photo of Bishop Soma
of Japan and Ceu Pereira of East Timor, two
of the APCET delegates, with conference
organizer RC Constantino. The "No Heads"
article is accompanied by photos of Foreign
Secretary Roberto Romulo and National
Security Advisor Jose Almonte, both of
whom won't be fired. Inside, the paper includes an editorial, two columns, and two
letters to the editor about APCET.
The above description is an effort to
convey the extent of the press coverage of
APCET by the Manila papers. It is typical
of any of the several English-language dailies
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any time over the two weeks before, during,
and after the APCET conference.
-- Charlie Scheiner, ETAN/US]
A DAY after President Ramos said the
East Timor conference had imperiled some
P19-billion worth of Indonesian investments
and joint ventures, Public Works and Highway Secretary Gregorio Vigilar said Indonesian President Suharto's daughter would
visit the Philippines next month.
Siti Hardiyanti Rukmana, Suharto's
daughter, is to present a proposal for a
$450-million "skyway" road project in
Metro Manila.
Vigilar said in a radio interview yesterday
that Rukmana is to arrive "sometime next
month" to present the financing arrangements for the joint venture to Ramos.
Angry Indons
An indignant Jakarta had cancelled a visit
of the Indonesian industry minister to Manila and pulled out from a regional business
conference in Davao City, but Vigilar said he
was confident Rukmana's visit, and the project, would go ahead.
Indonesian embassy spokesmen were unavailable for comment.
Last Wednesday Ramos said the total
cost of the road project involving the Citra
Lamtoro Gung group controlled by Rukmana was $450 million.
Citra sources in Jakarta said a subsidiary,
PT Citra Metro Manila, would be undertaking the project. Ramos said PT Citra would
undertake the project with the governmentcontrolled Philippine National Construction
Corp.
Vigilar said Manila was continuing discussions with PT Citra.
Ground-breaking
"Our target now is to finish the detailed
engineering which has been going on for
several months to try to make the first
ground-breaking by September," he said.
He said the six-lane elevated highway
project, which would link the financial district of Makati with Metro Manila's
densely-populated southern suburbs should
be finished in two years' time.
Vigilar said PT Citra would initially put
in at least 10 per cent of the foreign funding
for the skyway, gradually raising it to 30
per cent which would be converted into
equity once the project is completed.
--Agence France-Presse

TUTUT TO VISIT THE
PHILIPPINES
Tempo, 11 June 1994. Extract only
An article in Tempo of 11 June 1994 reports on APCET with nothing particularly
new in the main body of the piece. One
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paragraph however has some points of interest, especially for friends in Manila:
----------------On the final day of the conference, last
Saturday, it was decided to set up an AsiaPacific Coalition for East Timor with its
secretariat in Manila. If this turns out to be
an active organisation, it could further disrupt the relations between Bina Graha [Suharto's office] and Malacanang [Ramos'
office].
As regards the bilateral relations, this
would be harmful for Manila because Indonesia holds the strongest cards. Indonesian
investment in the Philippines amounts to
$US700 million, not including the roadbuilding project worth $450 million to be
constructed by PT Citra Lamtoroagung. It is
reported that the company's boss, Siti
Hardiyanti Rukmana, [Tutut, the eldest
daughter of Suharto] will be visiting the
Philippines shortly

SIX EAST TIMORESE
PRISONERS DISAPPEAR
FROM DILI JAIL
MEDIA RELEASE from CNRM, June 13.
East Timorese sources have informed
from Dili today 13 June of the disappearance of the 6 East Timorese serving prison
sentences in Dili's Comarca jail for their
alleged involvement in the 12 November
demonstration.
These prisoners are normally visited once
a week by their families on Thursdays. Last
Thursday 9 June the six could still be visited. Catholic priests say mass on Sundays
in the prison. Yesterday, 12 June, a Jesuit
priest noticed the absence of these six prisoners, and was told by other prisoners that
they had been taken away in the early morning hours of Friday. No information about
their whereabouts has so far been provided
to their families by prison authorities.
It is to be noted that at about 1 am on
Friday Dili was affected by a long total
electricity blackout. Some have speculated
that this could have been done on purpose
to prevent any one seeing the prisoners
transfer. Others speculate that their disappearance could be linked to the forthcoming
visit to Dili of UN Commission of Human
Rights Rapporteurs scheduled for early
July.
The prisoners are:
Gregorio Saldanha, 31 years of age, single, sentenced for life;
Francisco Branco, 44, married 7 children,
15 years sentence;
Saturnino Belo, 29, single, 12 years;
Jacinto Neves R. Alves, 37, married 5
children, 10 years;

Juvencio Martins, 35, single, 6 years 8
months;
Filomeno Pereira, 37, single, 5 years 5
months.
This new violation of human rights and
of Geneva Conventions once again illustrate
Indonesian hypocrisy and contempt for
international norms and standards.
Darwin, 13 June 1994.
For further information contact Jose
Gusmão, +61 89 275478

ALATAS RECOVERING, BUT
TO SEEK FURTHER
TREATMENT IN AUSTRAL IA
Excerpts from report
Antara, Jakarta, 10th May: The Foreign
Ministry said on Friday that Foreign Minister Ali Alatas' condition has improved but
he will undergo further treatment in Melbourne, Australia. Through a statement, the
Foreign Ministry said, Alatas had been doing some work from his bed since he was
admitted to the Intensive Cardiac Care Unit
(ICCU) of a Jakarta private hospital more
than two weeks ago. The minister is very
much concerned with a rash of speculation
on his health and has expressed his desire to
meet with the mass media, it said. "However
the medical team attending him advised that
he takes a complete rest," it said... The Foreign Ministry also said Alatas will undergo
further medical tests in Melbourne to look
into the possibility he may have sclerosis.
Sources close to the Foreign Ministry said
Alatas who is widely known as a hardworking chain smoker will leave for Melbourne either later on Friday or Saturday.
(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World
Broadcasts.

NO GUTS, NO HUMAN
RIGHTS
[Cover story in the Philippines Free Press
for June 11, 1994, the most widely-circulated
weekly English-language newsmagazine in
Manila. The cover is a color picture of Australian APCET delegate Rob Wesley-Smith,
holding up a "Free East Timor" poster from
the APCET conference. Typos and misspellings (at least most of them) are in the original.]
There are two main articles:
Superhead: Asia-Pacific Conference on
East Timor
Headline: No Guts, No Human Rights
[This article is accompanied by a photo
of the foreign delegates outside Malcolm
Hall at UP, in front of a "Free East Timor"
banner. Another photo, on a following page,
is of Renato Constantino and is captioned
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"Constantino: We are prepared to face consequences"]
By Arnold Molina Azurin
THE Asia-Pacific Conference on East
Timor pushed through after all at the College of Law's Malcom Hall in the University
of Philippines. Had it not proceeded as
planned because of the repressive order of
President Fidel Ramos against foreign delegates, or because of the devious temporary
restraining order of Quezon City Judge
Marciano Bacalla, the country would have
experienced a de facto suspension of the Bill
of Rights enshrined in the Philippine Constitution.
The collision course between the militant
stand of the conference convenors and Bacalla's order was all too clear and ominous in
the challenge hurled by Renato Constantino
Jr., head of the Philippine sponsor group:
"We asserted our right. We were prepared to
take the consequences of setting aside the
temporary restraining order."
That act of defiance was indeed a close
call for the constitutional rights of Filipinos,
a turning point that was least exp ected by
the Filipino organizers and participants--and
quite a far cry from the original conference
objectives.
Primarily the conference was planned
months ago just to be another learning time
to seek an effective program of action for
the global network of human rights advocates: how best to inform the world community about the bloody struggle of the
East Timorese for self-rule, or how best to
press Indonesia to move closer to the negotiation table and be more respectful of the
series of resolutions of the United nations
supporting the people's right to selfdetermination.
Indeed the conference had been planned
to be no more than an earnest talkathon
among various nongovernment organizations. But most likely with more tears and
battle cries this time from the victims of
Indonesian occupation since 1975. And
more zealous expression of solidarity from
Filipinos and foreign delegates from various
continents.
The government converted the conference
preparations into a clash of wills between
the organizers and its bureaucratic minions
in response to the Indonesian threats and
bluffs. Ramos ate his brave and well-advised
words that he didn't have the power to stop
the gathering because of the constitutional
provisions protecting free speech and peaceful assembly for the redress of the citizens'
grievances.
Ramos's first faux pas was to ban the
foreign delegates, followed by other transparent machinations to muscle in on the
conference organizers and the UP as venue.
In the list of banned foreign delegates were

Danielle Mitterand, wife of French President Francois Mitterand. He also initially
included in the list the Japanese Bishop
Aloisius Nobuo Soma, an act that instantly
drew a critical reaction from the Manila
Archbishop Jaime Cardinal Sin condemning
the blatant blocking moves.
All these maneuvers were clearly seen (or
Ramos did make it obvious) as designed to
appease the Indonesian government which
had expressed extreme displeasure over the
holding of the conference in the Philippines.
Ramos took care to explain the bread issues
compelling his controversial order of banning 41 foreigners from entering the country.
He pointed out Indonesia's pledge to provide the Philippines P19 billion worth of
development projects, including an elevated
expressway from his neighborhood in Alabang to Qurino Avenue in Manila.
And although the Indonesian investments
were not capital-intensive, Ramos said these
would provide 200,000 jobs for Filipinos.
As significant to Philippine economy, according to Ramos, would be the forthcoming
windfall from the joint venture agreements
in the proposed East Asia Growth Area.
This economic collaboration, Ramos lamented, was only aborted on May 26 when
the Indonesian businessmen chose to stay
out of the launching rites in Davao to protest the holding of the conference in the
country.
While Ramos was trying to rationalize
his backtracking on his earlier stand to uphold human rights as embodied in the Constitution--with the use of the carrot and
stick provided by the Indonesian government--his underlings were busy with their
damage-control tactics. Bacalla issued the
hasty and feckless restraining order against
the conference within 20 days, after which
the organizers might try explaining before
his honorable sala why the conference
should ever be convened.
Bacalla's brazen disregard for constitutional rights, conference legal advisers led by
Sedfrey Candelaria and Alexander Padilla
could only regard as a sort of sick joke.
Padilla chose not to challenge it in the Supreme Court because Bacalla's order only
had the force of an argumentum ad baculum.
Instead Padilla charged the Ramos government of being moved by military motives,
hence its reliance on a network of military
officers now holding civilian posts.
Apparently, Bacalla is a former military
lawyer at the Judge Advocate General's
Office, and the Associate Immigration
Commissioner Manuel Roxas, in charge of
the deportation proceedings against the
foreign delegates in the conference, is a retired general. In Padilla's sarcastic logic,
"Colonel Bacalla and General Roxas took
orders from General Ramos, who in turn
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took orders from General Suharto [of Indonesia]."
"It's one big happy family," Padilla said
in reaction to the government's legalistic
though unconstitutional manipulations.
Indeed, President Suharto was happy
about the turn of events in the Philippines.
On June 1, Indonesian Acting Foreign Minister Susilo Sudarman told reporters in Jakarta: "The Philippine reaction has been
good enough and we are happy."
An official statement from the Indonesian
Foreign Ministry later confirmed Indonesia's
gratitude to the Ramos administration for
clarifying its position of not endorsing the
conference's anti-Indonesian theme, despite
the Philippine Supreme Court's flashing the
green light for the conference.
Insofar as the Philippine and Indonesian
governments are concerned, the storm
clouds seem to be vanishing above the Celebes Sea where Filipino fishers have been
harassed and apprehended around the fishing grounds adjoining the offshore limits of
the two countries.
The conference organizers and participants have had their rights upheld by the
Supreme Court as well as an orderly series
of discussions. As to the human rights of
the East Timorese, they remain a dream but
now shared by more people around the
world. For as viewed by the conference
spokesman Joel Saracho, the pre-conference
controversy has been an unexpected
"publicity coup, compliments of Indonesia."
But the whole experience has yet to relax
the frazzled nerves of the UP constituency.
The propaganda war on human rights violations in East Timor had suddenly become a
real and crucial battle for the university's
academic freedom when Bacalla's order was
seen as a direct debasement of the traditional
position of the State University as a bulwark of free inquiry and speech.
The critical moment turned for the worse
with the memo from the UP Diliman Chancellor Roger Posadas that totally banned the
use of the university facilities and premises
for the conference, contrary to the contract
signed by College of Law Dean Pacifico
Agabin. This memo, which virtually surrenders the university's prerogatives mandated
in the Constitution, was defied by Agabin
who had led the petition against the restraining order at the Supreme Court. It also incensed many faculty members enough to
join the human cordon securing the safety
and freedom of the harassed delegates.
Political Science Professor Francisco
Nemenzo Jr. stressed: "It is on grave issues
like this challenge that the university can
give the true meaning and force of academic
freedom, not in the petty issues of the departments. If UP's former presidents Bienvenido Gonzales and Rafael Palma had been
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wishy-washy in the face of pressures from
President Quezon, there would not have
been this great tradition to uphold at all."
============================
=

WHAT THEY SAY
INES ALMEIDA
East Timorese Self-rule Advocate
ONE of the events which highlighted the
question of East Timor in the international
arena, was undoubtedly the infamous massacre of Santa Cruz. November 12, 1991.
The bloodshed by those courageous
Timorese has maintained the focus of East
Timor as it never happened before. The
tragedy continuous, however. As I am
speaking to you here, I believe Timorese are
being arrested somewhere in East Timor.
Last May 29 newspapers in Portugal published a report received from the clandestine
front in East Timor stating that 10 Timorese
were captured and tortured by the Indonesian troops.
There is a Peace Plan devised by the National Council of Maubere Resistance. It is
comprehensive plan which envisages several
stages through which a gradual withdrawal
of the Indonesian armed forces and civil
servants will be processed, and, ultimately,
a referendum will be held in order to safeguard the universal rights of the people of
East Timor, specially in the fundamental
rights to self-determination and independence.
The entire process is to be held under the
auspices of the United Nations, and when
necessary, with the conditions and infrastructures created by the UN itself.
The rationale upon which this Peace Plan
was conceived was precisely based on the
fact that the militarily we, the Timorese, can
not realistically force the Indonesian military to withdraw from East Timor. However, our national leader, Xanana Gusmão
himself have stated in the faced trial he was
subjected to in Dili last year, Indonesia must
now be prepared to accept that it had lost
the political battle in East Timor.
PEDRO PINTO LEITE
Secretary-General, International Platform
of Jurists for East Timor
BEFORE the invasion of the territory,
the Indonesian authorities had begun a campaign on the presumed historical and cultural ties East Timor and Indonesia. The aim
was clear: those ties would be used as an
argument to justify the invasion.
Some countries, sensible for questions related to national unity and territorial integrity, even believed that Indonesian territorial
integrity was at stake: They have thus decided to support a so-called reintegration of
East Timor and gave priority to such "rein-
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tegration" above the right to selfdetermination of its people.
Those presumed ties are, however, nothing more than rewriting history. Indonesia
cannot prove any historical ties of territorial
sovereignty with the territory. Timor has in
fact never been politically submitted to any
of the Empires, Kingdoms and Sultanates
which developed from some of the islands
that nowadays make part of Indonesia. East
Timor did not belong to the Dutch East
Indies either.
East Timor has nothing to do with the
Javanese culture, nor with the Indonesian
language, nor with the Islamic religion: the
visible cultural affinities are only with islands of the eastern Indonesia (they themselves unrelated to Java). The lingua franca
of East Timor, Tetum and other Austronesian languages belong to another group than
Bahasa Indonesia (the Melanesian group)
and all the remaining languages are Papuas.
Catholicism and animism are in fact the only
practiced religions (the growth of the number of Catholics is even a clear manifestation
of the cultural resistance against the occupant).
The question of East Timor is thus of
another kind than those where the principle
of territorial integrity has been successfully
invoked. That is the reason why Indonesia,
contrary to the case of India in relation to
Goa, China in relation to Macao, Argentina
in relation to the Malvinas or Spain in relation to Gibraltar, had never until 1975 set a
claim on East Timor).
JOSE RAMOS HORTA
Representative, National Council of
Maubere Resistance
THE East Timorese leaders in exile, who
for so many years had joined in support of
the struggle of the Filipino people against
tyranny, feel profoundly disappointed and
betrayed by President Ramos' surrender to
the latest blatant interference in Filipino
internal affairs on the part of the Indonesian
dictatorship.
Our high expectations in the supposedly
free and democratic Filipino system had led
us to expect that due respect and consideration would be given to APCET. Our intention in holding the conference had been to
bring together freedom-loving Filipinos and
an international group of well qualified and
distinguished people, able to provide valuable contributions to the process of search
for a solution to the East Timor problems.
As a democratic member of our region, with
its people sharing some deep affinities with
the East Timorese people, the Philippine
seemed a logical venue, able to provide regional inputs helping to find the solution of
an issue of regional concern.

Unlike Jakarta's coarse efforts to impinge
on Philippine policy and create regional
tensions, which it shamelessly accuses us of
trying to do, our intentions are to present
the truth. Is there something wrong inn this?
Why is the Indonesian Government so
afraid of dealing with the truth, to the point
of responding with the present embarrassing
hysteria?
All along we had welcomed the participation of high level Indonesian officials,
including their Foreign Minister, at the Conference, so as to provide them a platform to
present their views. Are they so lacking in
arguments, that they can only respond by
brutally blackmailing the Philippines, trampling on its sovereignty and dignity? The
list of foreign conferees banned by President
Ramos further proves Indonesian interferences in the conduct of Filipino affairs. Why
are no East Timorese collaborates of Jakarta
named among the banned?
SEN. WIGBERTO TANADA
Philippines
AS early as 1975, the UN General Assembly passed a resolution calling on Indonesia to withdraw from East Timor. The
UN has since then categorized East Timor
as a non-self-governing authority whose
people are entitled to exercise their inalienable right to self-determination. In effect,
even the United Nations recognizes a legitimate all forms of opposition to a colonial
presence in a country where people are
fighting for liberation.
In 1992, a UN resolution called on the
UN Secretary General to initiate consultation with all parties to explore all avenues
for achieving a comprehensive settlement of
the problem. But Indonesia rejected the
participation of any East Timorese representative in all future talks and the holding
of a referendum on East Timorese independence. Last year, 22 members states of the
UN Commission on Human Rights in Geneva passed and approved a resolution critical of human rights violations in East Timor,
despite the objections of Indonesia which
was seated as vice-chairman of the same
commission.
This is the record of Indonesia on East
Timor and the record speaks for itself.
Why should we care about the plight of a
relatively obscure and isolated people when
there seems nothing to gain from this as far
as our country is concerned?
We should care because our sense of
worth as human beings obliges us not to
deny other their own humanity and human
existence. When a country goes against the
grain of human decency, it is right to protest
and immoral to compute the cost-benefit of
protesting. To ignore injustice and oppression in to betray our humanity, to fail in our
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adherence to human rights, and to subvert
our conscience which stands for what is
good and just.
BISHOP ALOISIUS NOBUO SOMA
Japan
FIRST of all I would like to recall the fact
that one of the most important tasks of the
United Nations since World War II has been
furthering self- determination of peoples and
the independence of former colonies. The
Indonesian military's occupation of East
Timor has made a mockery of this important mission and has deprived East Timor of
independence and liberation from Portugal
which it was to have obtained.
It is not surprising that in support of the
liberation, self-determination and independence of East Timor, the United Nations
General Assembly passed no fewer than
eight resolutions since 1975 condemning the
Indonesian occupation and calling for the
withdrawal of Indonesian troops from the
territory. The Indonesian Government,
however, ignored all of these.
I would like to take this opportunity to
appeal, with urgency, to the parties involved in this tragic conflict.
First and foremost I appeal to Indonesia.
The republic of Indonesia was founded on
lofty principles, principles which I always
hold in the highest esteem. The Indonesian
military's reckless act of invading East
Timor has done nothing but besmirch the
honor of the good people, the peace-loving
people, of Indonesia. It is my heartfelt wish
that Indonesia, returning to the high ideals
upon which it was founded, and sincerely
embracing the universal principles embodied
in the Charter of the United Nations, will
respect the rights of the people of East
Timor, withdraw its troops from the territory, and turn its efforts to establishing ties
of friendship with its neighbor to the East.
The people of East Timor have had to
walk down a long, terrible road of suffering.
In spite of this they have indicated that
bitterness will not get in the way of friendly
relations with their Indonesian neighbors
once independence has been achieved and
that an independent East Timor will not
pose a threat to Indonesia. I sincerely hope
that Indonesia will listen with courage and
respect to this magnanimous voice of the
people of East Timor and will search for the
concrete means to bring about a solution to
the present conflict.
Next I would like to appeal to the United
Nations. I sincerely hope that the United
Nations will squarely face the injustice of
the present situation, that it will listen to
the perfectly reasonable hopes of the people
of East Timor, and that it will do all in its
power to secure freedom and independence
for them.

==================
[The magazine also includes a two-page
spread "East Timor -- The Facts" compiled
by Carmel Budiardjo and taken from the
New Internationalist magazine. It includes
paragraphs and photos on Population, Language, Economy, Religion, Military, Health,
and Environment, as well as a map.]

TIMOR IS A GOOD TEST FOR
EUROPEAN COMMON
FOREIGN POLICY
ANTONIO VITORINO RECEIVES
THE CDPM
Publico, 27/5/94, abridged
Antonio Vitorino (PS) guaranteed yesterday to the CDPM that the East Timor cause
would receive the 'maximum commitment'
from socialist MEPs. Vitorino, who heads
the list of candidates of the Socialist Party
for the forthcoming euro-elections, said he
was convinced that the Timor question
could represent 'a good test for the Common
Security and Foreign Policy' in that it would
be a measure of the capacity to take on one
of the most important 'specific items' of
Portuguese foreign policy.
Another aspect to which Vitorino gave
special importance was the link between the
treatment of the question of Timor in the
European Parliament and the development
of negotiations under the auspices of the
UN secretary-general, which according to
the predictions of the socialist candidate,
should produce decisive developments during the next term of office of the European
Parliament.
Speaking in a meeting requested by the
CDPM, Antonio Vitorino played down the
fact that East Timor had not been mentioned
in his party's election manifesto, saying that
the document was a generic one and emphasizing that the Timor question would require
the efforts of all Portuguese MEPs and 'was
not to be appropriated by any one party'.
The CDPM had requested meetings with
the heads of the lists of candidates of all the
parties contesting the election but to date
only the PS and newly-formed Politica XXI
had responded.
** End of text from cdp:reg.easttimor

MACEDO ON TIMOR
Diario de Noticias, May 25?
Letter to the editor from Manuel Macedo
(Portugal Indonesia Friendship Association)
TIMOR
On the 23 of this month I read with great
attention a report by journalist Carla Batista, in which she writes of the meeting
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between Timorese, Constâncio Gusmão and
Costa Belo, with Xanana Gusmão, in Cipinang prison. As a work of journalist it is
worthy of the Diario de Noticias in that it
shows the attention with which the case of
Timor is treated in your columns. In the
article, which is an excellent piece of reporting, it was said that Constâncio Gusmão and
Costa Belo had distanced themselves from
the Portugal Indonesia Friendship Association (AAPI) and from its Indonesian counterpart presided over by Madame Tututt,
daughter of President Suharto, and a great
friend of the Timorese people. The same
gentlemen, according to the report, criticized
me as president of AAPI and General Galvão de Melo. As president and founder of
AAPI I wish to make it clear that we do not
have and never have had, the slightest interest in visiting or meeting with Xanana Gusmão, or in meeting with former Fretilin
leaders, nor indeed with the so-called resistance. Our relations are established directly
with our Jakarta counterpart and with the
government in Indonesia.
We think that the problem of Timor has
to be resolved with the sponsorship of the
UN, and between the Lisbon and Indonesian
governments. The problems of the Timorese
are to resolved within themselves.
We never requested to visit Xanana
Gusmão, imprisoned after being condemned
at a trial in Dili, to which journalists of various nationalities, including Portuguese, had
access.
We once again state that we are only interested in the re- establishment of diplomatic relations between Portugal and Indonesia.
We naturally follow with interest the efforts of the Timorese to get on with each
other, and limit ourselves to supporting any
actions which are a means to achieving peace
for the former colony of our country.
I hope that I have made it perfectly clear
that we do not wish, and never have wished,
to meet with Xanana Gusmão or with any
other Timorese faction.
Signed: Manuel Macedo. president of
AAPI

FRIENDS OF TIMOR
PROTEST IN LONDON
AGAINST THE PHILIPPINES
Diario de Noticias, 26/5/94
byline Gilberto Ferraz, abridged
A delegation of influential friends of
Timor presented a formal protest to the
government of the Philippines at its London
embassy. The protest was due to the decision of that government to forbid the entry
into the country of foreign delegates to participate in the conference on Timor which
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will take place next week. Meanwhile, the
'Golf against Apartheid' movement will
begin a boycott of Indonesian golf at the
Pro- Golf championships at Wentworth
Club near London.

SOARES REMEMBERS
TIMOR
Publico 26/5/94
President Mario Soares included several
references to the tragedy in East Timor in a
report on the [anniversary of the 1974 Portuguese] Revolution presented to a group of
students of various nationalities meeting in
the European University Institute in Florence yesterday. He drew attention to the
fact that Indonesia was the only country in
the world with whom Portugal did not enjoy
good relations and expressed his hope that
'the shock of democracy' would come to be
felt there one day.
Along with various references to the 'tiny
illegally occupied country', the Portuguese
President referred to Xanana Gusmão as a
figure 'tortured and imprisoned by the Indonesians'

JAKARTA REPORT SEEKS
EAST TIMOR 'REPAIR'
'The Australian', Wed June 15. by Patrick
Walters, Jakarta. slightly abridged
An Indonesian parliamentary committee
has called on the Suharto Government to
improve human rights in East Timor and to
look for more comprehensive solutions to
the problems affecting East Timor. In an
unusually outspoken submission the DPR
inter-parliamentary cooperation committee
said the government should focus its efforts
and provide " a fundamental improvement
and repair" of human rights in East Timor.
The committees stance is important because it articulates a growing sentiment in
some official quarters in Jakarta that the
Indonesian Government should review its
whole approach to the administration of
East Timor.
The committees report was presented to
the DPR by Mr Salvador Soares, an East
Timorese legislator. He was a member of the
Indonesian delegation to the UN Human
Rights Commission meeting in Geneva.
According to the Jakarta Post, Mr Soares
told the parliament that the problems Indonesia was experiencing on the international
stage regarding East Timor were a reflection
of the internal situation in the province. He
said the Government should listen to the
voices and aspirations of the province’s
formal and informal leaders rather than take
too much notice of international opinion.
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The parliamentary committee has also
called on the authorities to renew efforts to
determine the fate of 56 people unaccounted
for after Indonesian troops opened fire on a
pro-independence demonstration in Dili in
Nov 1991. [then refers to estimates of 100 271 killed]
Mr Soares said there should be better coordination between government agencies in
handling East Timor, particularly concerns
that arose in international forums.
'Repeated accusations of human rights
violations in East Timor do little service to
Indonesia's image', he said.

WHY THE RAMOS REGIME
PUTS THE "NATIONAL
INTEREST" OVER HUMAN
RIGHTS AND SELFDETERMINATION
Statement on the Asia-Pacific Conference on
East Timor from Philippine groups in Canada
12 June 1994
We vehemently denounce the Ramos
government's moves to suppress the AsiaPacific Conference on East Timor (APCET).
Acceding to the wishes of its big brother,
the Suharto regime, it banned foreigners and
sympathizers of the East Timorese resistance movement from entering the country,
and even propped up an instant Philippines-Indonesia Friendship Society to get a
court injunction against the conference.
Alas, the US-backed Ramos administration
once more puts human rights in the back
seat in favor of "the national interest." The
APCET, a gathering of Asians and other
peoples of the world, discussed the East
Timor situation - this, in light of the Indonesian invasion of the country in 1975 which,
with US complicity and British military
support, have left up to 200,000 East
Timorese killed in the guerrilla war against
occupying Indonesian armed forces. Years
after East Timor's "integration" into Indonesia, the people's resistance continues. These
the Indonesian government does not want
the world to know. East Timor is clearly a
thorn in the side for Indonesia as this latter
tries to position itself as a "middle power,"
having already assumed the chair of the
Non-Aligned Movement in 1991-92 and this
year's presidency of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Forum. Thus,
Suharto's pressure on Ramos - in the interest of a "friendly neighboring country." The
Ramos administration quickly jumped to the
aid of its fascist kin, acting as if the Philippines were the 28th province of Indonesia.
This, even as the Indonesian government
said it would no longer continue to host the

peace negotiations between the Philippine
government and the Muslim secessionist
movement; even as it also said it would no
longer attend a conference on the East
ASEAN Growth Area to be held in southern
Mindanao; and even as 250 Filipino fishermen are reportedly being held after their
fishing vessels were recently seized by Indonesian navy ships in seas between eastern
Indonesia and southern Philippines.
Ramos's moves fall squarely within his master plan to turn the Philippines into a
newly-industrialized country by the year
2000. The "national interest" is nothing but
his regime's version of the corporate agenda,
the Medium Term Philippine Development
Plan dubbed Philippines 2000: Pay the
$34.4B debt; never mind health care and
housing! Boost exports; forget about genuine agrarian reform and the environment!
Build industrial estates; bust trade unions
and destroy peasants' associations! And for
such plan, he needs all the support he can
muster from the ASEAN region, especially
from his NIC models even as he allows foreign corporate and financial giants to sap the
country's resources. Human rights - the
people's right to development along with
their civil and political rights - are sacrificed
at the altar of so-called development. The
Philippine solidarity movement in Canada
salutes the Philippine convenors' group of
the APCET for standing firm in its commitment to help expose the real story behind East Timor's "integration" into Indonesia. We are one with them in expressing
solidarity with the Timorese people in their
struggle for self- determination.
PHILIPPINE SOLIDARITY GROUPTORONTO (PSG-TORONTO)
PHILIPPINES-OTTAWA
SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT EFFORT
(POSSE)
CENTRE FOR PHILIPPINE
CONCERNS-MONTREAL (CPCMONTREAL)

JAKARTA'S BUNGLED TIMOR
DIPLOMACY
Editorial, Sydney Morning Herald, 10 June
1994
The Philippines Government has gone
into damage-control mode after a disturbing
episode in which Manila bowed to intense
Indonesian diplomatic pressure to gag a
conference on East Timor. President Fidel
Ramos says his Government wants to repair
ties with other countries strained by a ban
on foreigners attending a Manila conference
on East Timor. The trouble began when
organisers of the Manila meeting invited 150
delegates from 15 nations to discuss allegations that 200,000 Timorese have died since

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

Indonesia invaded the former Portuguese
colony in 1975. This was too much for Jakarta, which felt that the Philippines, an
ASEAN partner, should not be giving aid
and comfort to those who question East
Timor's status as a province of Indonesia.
Abandoning its preference for low-key
diplomacy, Indonesia began twisting arms.
It twisted hard. In mid-May, Jakarta pulled
out of a business development conference in
the southern Philippines and threatened to
abandon its role as an intermediary in peace
talks between Manila and Muslim separtists
in the southern Philippines. Behind the
scenes, Indonesia was wheeling up even
heavier guns. According to General Ramos,
General Suharto's Government threatened to
block up to US$700 million in potential
Indonesian investment in the Philippines,
which has long been the sick man of
ASEAN.
In the end, Jakarta had its way. Ramos,
feeling he could not afford to alienate
ASEAN's largest member, stopped short of
banning the conference but did ban foreigners, including expatriate East Timorese, from
attending the meeting. Danielle Miterrand,
the wife of French President Francois Miterrand, was among 36 people place on a
watch-list of prohibited foreign delegates.
Irish human-rights activist Tom Hyland and
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Mairead Maguire
were expelled when they arrived in Manila.
As it happened, the none-too subtle Indonesian pressure proved counter-productive.
The ban on prominent European delegates
ensured that the conference attracted far
greater world attention than would otherwise have been the case.
It is more than 18 years since Indonesian
troops invaded East Timor and the routine
assurances that things are on the men are no
more persuasive today than they have been
in the past. East Timor remains a festering
sore. Jakarta's policy is to deal harshly with
those Timorese who oppose Indonesia rule
while toughing things out internationally.
The policy is not working. To Indonesia's
evident alarm, criticism is now coming not
only from North America, Western Europe
and Australia, but also from a number of
Asian countries. A number of Japanese
politicians have already expressed concern
about repression in East Timor. Now, there
is criticism from within ASEAN itself. Two
weeks ago Indonesia protested to a Thai
newspaper, The Nation, after it carried two
editorials critical of Indonesian policy on
East Timor.
This episode provides a reminder that in
some ways Indonesia has not changed as
much as we may like to think. The so-called
"New Order" Government of President
Soeharto has shown itself willing on occasion to fall back on the clumsy standover

tactics that were so often employed by the
"Old Order" government of President Sukarno.
Jakarta is unlikely to employ that kind of
tactic on Australia, which, being non-Asian,
is allowed more leeway than a country like
the Philippines. All the same, Foreign Minister Gareth Evans must be hoping the East
Timor lobby will not decide to hold a Manila-style conference in Darwin.

OPEN EAST TIMOR, PLEAD
MPS
The Age, 15 June 1994
AFP, Jakarta -- An Indonesian parliamentary committee has called on the Government to respect human rights in East
Timor and allow international monitoring
groups into the territory, news reports said
yesterday.
"Efforts to solve once and for all the East
Timor issue should at least mean a fundamental improvement and restoration of human rights in East Timor," said the 'Jakarta
Post' daily, citing a report of the interparliamentary cooperation committee read
in Parliament.
The report, ready by native East
Timorese legislator Salvador Ximenes
Soares, urged the Government to pay more
attention to the aspirations of local leaders
in East Timor rather than to foreign opinion.
Indonesia, which unilaterally declared the
former Portuguese colony its 27th province
in 1976, has been under continuous criticism
for its human rights record.
Mr Soares said invitations to visit East
Timor should not be limited to United Nations and Portuguese officials but open to
international organizations, such as Amnesty International and Asia Watch.
Mr Soares said the parliamentary committee also called on Jakarta to continue
efforts to determine the fate of 56 people
unaccounted for since Indonesian troops
opened fire on a pro-independence demonstration in the East Timor capital Dili in
November 1991.

XIMENES BELO
DENOUNCES REPRESSION
Diario de Noticias, 4 June 1994
Translated from Portuguese
The Apostolic Administrator of Dili told
radio Antena 1 that, in the past few days,
"many people have been called in by the
secret services". According to Mnsgr. Ximenes Belo, this wave of repression has
emerged on the eve of the arrival in East
Timor of "a group of US officials".
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EAST TIMOR NOW HAS A
SHADOW-GOVERNMENT
Publico, 3 June 1994. Translated from Portuguese. Abridged
While the working sessions of the Manila
Conference on East Timor were still in progress, the CNRM special representative,
Jose Ramos-Horta gave assurances in
Macau that the Timorese resistance is working on the formation of a shadow government to "take care of Timor's destiny".
The first Timorese leader to refer to the
matter was UDT Chairman Joao Carrascalão, during a press conference in Lisbon, at
the time of the visit to Portugal of Suharto's
adviser Francisco Lopes da Cruz.
Yesterday, perhaps encouraged by the international embarrassment Jakarta brought
upon itself by trying to stop the Manila
Conference, Horta went further. He said
that some members of the shadowgovernment already have the approval of
Xanana Gusmão - "the natural leader of a
Timorese government" - and, in statements
made to LUSA in Macau, justified the move
predicting that the Timor issue would be
resolved within three to five years.
"The political and social problems which
Indonesia is currently facing are going to
worsen", said Horta, "and we are convinced
that it will be very difficult for Jakarta to
continue its occupation". For the CNRM
special representative, it will not be long
before Suharto's are seriously reconsidering
the price of occupation, "the problems
which maintaining the current situation is
causing them, not only in terms of their
image abroad, but also as it affects the internal situation".
Having been refused entry to Manila,
Ramos Horta was speaking in Macau. Unable to be present at the conference, he sent
a video message that was shown yesterday.
In his message, Horta insists on the need to
involve the Timorese resistance in the talks
between Portugal and Indonesia, under the
auspices of the UN Secretary General, and,
in the conciliatory tone of one who now
sees a settlement in the near future, appeals
to Indonesia "to accept our friendship and
olive branch, which we have been offering
for several years".

XIMENES REAFFIRMS
REFERENDUM AND
TIMORESE IDENTITY
Publico, 1 June 1994
By Antonio Marujo Translated from
Portuguese
Nothing will be settled in Timor as long
as the Timorese "are not allowed to express
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themselves freely about their own future",
said Bishop Ximenes Belo, Apostolic Administrator of Dili, during an interview with
the French Catholic-inspired newspaper "La
Croix".
The front cover story of the day before
yesterday's edition of this publication, influential in the French Church, is on Timor,
and it describes Bishop Belo as "de facto
spokesman for a population silenced by
Jakarta's security".
In the interview by Richard Werly, the
paper's special envoy to East Timor,
Bishop Ximenes Belo speaks about the
territory's current main topics and about the
conflict with Indonesia. He insists on the
importance of a referendum as the solution
to the problem of Timor, and criticises the
Church hierarchy for its weak support.
Asked whether "it is realistic" to insist on
the referendum, the Bishop replied that the
difference between the occupied and occupiers is that "We are different from the Indonesians. Our history and our culture are not
the same. Realism demands that the people
of this island are given a voice".
Ximenes Belo says that he is an "implicated witness, because it is impossible to be
otherwise". "It is unacceptable that the
Timorese, the first owners of this land, are
being progressively relegated to being second class citizens. It is unacceptable that the
Indonesian army and police continue to
carry out raids and arbitrary arrests. To
denounce injustice is also part of my duty
as Bishop."
"A generalised climate of fear"
His criticism of the military and Indonesian policy goes further: "The mere presence
of the soldiers increases the tension and
causes a general climate of fear throughout
the island. The transmigration policy, which
allows thousands of Indonesians to come
and install themselves here must stop, so
that jobs created may be for the Timorese."
He refutes the arguments normally used
by the Indonesian authorities: "Integration
with Indonesia is still a dead letter in the
heart of the people as long as the Government treats us as a conquered province."
The Timorese Bishop confessed that,
sometimes, he also feels "cheated, even furious, to see that the drama" of Timor is forgotten. "Timor is far away, and it is undoubtedly too small to arouse unwavering
solidarity". Even "high-ranking Church authorities", often give the "impression that
they are more concerned about caring for the
Indonesian Catholics than echoing" the demands of the Timorese. "I am not speaking
about moral, spiritual, pastoral support,
which is real. I am talking about active support, I mean political." East Timor, says the
Bishop, is still "a taboo subject" for the
Church.
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The future? Everything that happens requires "many changes high up in the State".
In the opinion of Ximenes Belo, "nothing
will really change while the military still
control Indonesia".

TIMOR AT LUSOPHONE
SUMMIT
Brazil & Africans agree, Portugal "Open"
Diario de Noticias, 31 May 1994
By Carlos Albino
Translated from Portuguese
A delegation from Timor is on the point
of being admitted with "observer" status to
the summit meeting of the Community of
Portuguese-Speaking Countries (CPSC).
Brasil and African countries support their
entry, while Portugal keeps the possibility
"open".
The Timorese Nationalist Convergence
formally informed the seven Lusophone
States of its interest in a Maubere delegation
taking part with observer status in the Lusophone Summit, scheduled for 27 and 28
June in Lisbon. Ambassador Jose Aparecido
de Oliveira, the main organiser behind the
diplomatic initiative of Brazil, and as such
has received a plenipotentiary mandate from
President Itamar Franco, confirmed the aims
of the Timorese.
This weekend, a representative of the
Convergence stated at the Belem Centre,
during the debate organised by the Instituto
Portugal Moderno on the CPSC, that the
representatives from Africa and Brazil had
agreed the Timorese should be allowed observer status.
Confronted by the Timorese initiative,
Secretary of State Briosa e Gaia said that
"Given the sensitivity of the issue, Portugal
will keep open the possibility". Yesterday,
Jose Aparecido went further. "We cannot be
indifferent to the question of Timor, because, in addition to the language, we created
a culture of resistance, of which Xanana
Gusmão has become a symbol", the Ambassador said, giving assurances that "Brazil
will accept a Timorese delegation as observers, as long as the requirements are met".
Generally considered to be the "father" of
the Lusophone community, Jose Aparecido
said that "Timor is the eighth proposal of
the seven Portuguese-speaking countries",
adding that "we cannot eliminate what the
conscience has built up over the centuries,
since the glorious navigations". The Ambassador pointed out that after the victory of
Mandela in South Africa, and with the road
to peace being forged in Angola, "there will
be no more place, after the cold war, for cold
peace", and that "Indonesia should face up
to contemporary reality".

HUMAN RIGHTS LIGHT UP
ALCOBACA
Jornal de Noticias, 30 May 1994. Translated
from Portuguese.
About 400 people took part on Saturday
night in Alcobaca (a small town in central
Portugal) in the "Torch Light Procession",
organised by Amnesty International's Portuguese Section, as part of the world wide
campaign against disappearances and extrajudicial executions.
The silent procession, which started in
front of the Alcobaca Monastery and proceeded through the main streets of the town,
ended at the Palace of Justice square. There,
a floral wreath was laid "in memory of all
the victims of human rights violations".
The procession was lit by 80 torches and
dozens of candles, carried by the marchers.
The town's street lighting was only
switched on after the procession, for better
effect.
A group of young Timorese, including
some survivors from Dili's Santa Cruz cemetery massacre, were among the participants.
East Timor featured prominently in this
initiative, as the organisers sent over 100
postcards to the Indonesian head of state
minutes before the start of the march. The
postcards requested an inquiry into the
disappearance of Timorese Professor
Domingos Segundo.

WORLD PRESS FREEDOM
REVIEW: INDONESIA
IPI Report, Vol. 42, No. 12. December 1993
Monthly Magazine of the International
Press Institute
----------------------------------------------------------Indonesia: The re-appointment of Harmoko to serve a third five-year term as Indonesia's Information minister in President
Suharto's 1993-1998 Cabinet offers little
hope for any improvement in press freedom
in the country. Harmoko has always been
uncompromising on the right of state to
control the press through the publishing
license, and continues to demand strict adherence by the media to the state ideology,
the Pancasila. In October, Harmoko's position was further enhanced when he became
chairman of the regime's political party,
Golkar, with the explicit backing of President Suharto.
Nevertheless, there are clear signs that
the press world is beginning to fight back.
At the end of 1992, six lawyers - acting on
behalf of a proprietor whose paper, Prioritas, was closed down in 1987 - filed an
application with the Supreme Court for a
judicial review of the Information Minister's
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1984 regulation granting himself powers to
revoke a newspaper's publishing license.
They argued that the regulation contravened
the Basic Press Law, which ruled out censorship and bans.
The was the first-ever attempt to test the
validity of a Ministerial regulation by means
of judicial review. Although this application
was turned down six months later on procedural grounds, the Supreme Court announced that it was drafting judicial review
regulations which could be used for a second
attempt against the same Ministerial regulation. The publisher announced his intention
to take up the challenge.
The monopolistic role of the journalists'
association, PWI, which is closely allied to
the regime, is also being challenged. Journalists in Yogyakarta have set up their own
Forum of Yogyakarta Journalists and convened a seminar to discuss the country's
press laws. The PWI prevailed upon the
police to halt the event, as it was being organized by a "breakaway group", but the
Bar Association, Ikadin, took over the
event, and it went ahead as planned.
Although there has been no loosening of
press controls, the Indonesian press has
become more lively in its reporting of controversial issues, thanks largely to the conflict over the Presidential succession between President Suharto and the armed
forces. Several new publications have appeared which highlight the political controversies now plaguing the regime.
However, the authorities continue to
warn the press against reporting certain
"sensitive events", such as the widespread
protests and clashes over the issue of the
state lottery, which is opposed by some
sections of the Moslem community.
An Australian journalist from the Melbourne Age was this year refused entry to
cover an international meeting in Bali, despite the fact that he had already received an
entry visa.
The Asian Wall Street Journal, which
sells 3,500 copies daily in Indonesia, disappeared from the newsstands for several days
in October because of a story about Golkar
which was considered detrimental to President Suharto’s image.
The Jakarta Post was reprimanded in October for publishing an article which reflected "negatively" on the Malaysian Finance Minister.
While national and regional newspapers
have passed muster by avoiding any shutdowns, the student press has not been so
fortunate. Ten campus papers have been
forced to close during 1993 for carrying
articles on political affairs deemed to be
outside their "legitimate interests". Control
of the student press has been delegated to
university administrators, acting on behalf

of the regime to keep campuses "free" of
political controversy.
In several instances, journalists' reporting
rights have been infringed and journalists
occasionally suffer physical abuse from
Government officials for writing stories
unsympathetic to their interests. In one
case, eight journalists were prevented from
covering a meeting between the provincial
governor and a visiting Cabinet Minister,
after being ordered off the premises by the
staff of the Central Java governor's office.
The journalists retaliated by boycotting all
events related to the governor's office.
At least 10 books - mostly dealing with
religious topics - have been banned during
the year. In a very well-publicized move in
August, 70 writers and artists called on the
Government to lift the ban on the books of
Indonesia's foremost novelist, Pramoedya
Ananta Toer. Every single book he has written is banned in Indonesia, although translations have been published in many countries
and some of his works are required reading
in Malaysian schools. The Indonesian Attorney-General's Office rejected the request
on the ground that his books "implicitly
contain teachings of (Marxist) class struggle".
Another area of censorship is the broadcasting of songs on television. No fewer
than 20 songs have been banned during the
year. Guidelines issued by the state television company stipulate that pop songs
should avoid using lyrics which could provoke religious or ethnic conflict, which
touch on family breakdown or which contain criticism of the Government.

INTERNATIONAL
FEDERATION FOR EAST
TIMOR (IFET)
The following is the text of a handout that
was distributed at the APCET Conference in
Manila. IFET welcomes groups working on
East Timor from anywhere in the world.
-------------------------------------------------------Secretariat: Kure YWCA 3-1 Saiwai-cho,
Kure, Hiroshima 737, Japan Tel:+81-82321-2414 fax: +81-22-2684
jinglis@igc.apc.org
U.N. Representative: Charles Scheiner
P.O. Box 1182, White Plains, NY 10602
USA Tel: +1-914-428-7299 fax: +1-914428-7383 cscheiner@igc.apc.org
********************** Join IFET!
**********************************
The International Federation for East
Timor was founded in 1991 by East Timor
solidarity groups in Japan, Australia,
Europe and North America to be a clearinghouse for NGO initiatives on East Timor
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and to support those initiatives, particular
in United Nations fora. IFET is accredited
with the U.N. Department of Public Information and has a U.N. Representative in
New York. The secretariat is in Japan.
IFET invites all NGOs concerned with
East Timor -- particularly with ensuring that
the East Timorese people are able, at the
earliest possible moment, to freely exercise
self-determination guaranteed by the U.N.
Charter -- to join IFET, so that
* NGOs in solidarity with East Timor
can maintain the minimal mutual contact to
ensure the effectiveness of our common
struggle.
* We can fully reflect in UN fora the
worldwide support for East Timor.
IFET includes single-issue East Timor
groups, and others with a wider range of
concerns which work on East Timor. At
present, there are 17 members -- which will
expand both in number and in geographic
distribution after APCET. We are primarily
concerned with information sharing and
occasional joint statements to U.N. bodies.
IFET does not receive funding from anyone and depends on membership contributions of affiliating groups to cover the costs
of printing and mailing biannual bulletins
and occasional urgent updates. We hope you
can contribute on a sliding scale -- funded
groups or groups in First World countries
are asked to contribute $100.
One upcoming activity is the United Nations Committee of 24 (Decolonization)
hearings on East Timor in New York on
July 12, 1994. IFET will help NGOs present petitions by providing information and
arranging for someone to present the statement in person. Please let us know as soon
as possible if you are interested.

INDONESIA `MAFIA'
POCKETS WORLD BANK
LOANS
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR,
OPINION/ESSAYS, JUNE 3, 1994

A REPRESSIVE MILITARY
ESTABLISHMENT KEEPS THIS
ASIAN NATION IN ITS GRIP WITH
THE HELP OF $1.6 BILLION IN USBACKED AID EACH YEAR
By Caleb Rossiter and James Fintell
WHAT would you say if you found out
that your government was subsidizing loans
to the Mafia? That your taxes were financing extortion, kickbacks, and brutality? Well,
its happening, not in Chicago or Detroit but
in Indonesia, the powerful Southeast Asian
country of 200 million people, The Indonesian armed forces have become a military
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mafia, maintaining their stronghold on the
economy with $1.6 billion every year in
United-backed loans from the World Bank.
We found that out when interviewing experts on the Indonesian armed forces for our
recent report, titled "Financing Military
Rule." It is an open secret in Indonesia that
high-ranking "financial generals" have patiently constructed a "shadow government"
controlling nearly every corner of civil and
economic life. The army systematically
shakes down the prosperous ethnic Chinese
community through a massive "protection"
racket and runs giant companies in the lucrative forestry and energy sectors, companies
that can scare off the competition with a
single, menacing glance. The profits fuel a
military budget that may be twice as high as
officially reported, and individual officers
receive their share simply by joining the
corporate boards.
One of the sweetest deals is found on
East Timor, the island that the Army brutally invaded in 1975 in a violation of
United Nations orders. Army-owned corporations have a monopoly on every major
import and export and business on the island, so when the army opened fare on
peaceful, unarmed demonstrators there in
1991, killing hundreds, it was simply protecting an illicit investment.
Not only are the Indonesian armed forces
running their nation as if they were one of
the Mafia's infamous "five families," they
are doing it with Western assistance, Indonesia's low-balling of the official military
budget and the protected operations of military corporations break World Bank rules,
but the bank lends on at a high level. The
$1.6 billion in annual World Bank leading to
Indonesia is equal to that country's entire
reported military budget. Why does the
bank do it, in the face of a military economy, dictatorship, human rights abuses, and
an illegal occupation?
Simple. Indonesia's a good customer. As
one official puts it, Indonesia's spotless
record in repaying development loans has
made it "the golden boy of the international
lending community." We even found an
economist who stated, on the record, that
the World Bank recently cooked its own
books, lowering its estimate of the amount
of poverty in Indonesia so as not to offend
the `golden boy.' Indonesia is lectured by
US officials about its human rights record
and then takes its US-subsidized loans and
runs on.
In 1957, a young Senate staffer named
Robert F. Kennedy exposed no-interest
loans to Mafia fronts by Jimmy Hoffa's
Teamsters Union. Today, in an update version of his father's fight to keep criminals'
hands out of the taxpayer's pocket, Rep.
Joseph Kennedy II (D) of Massachusetts
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has emerged as the pointman in attacking the
Indonesian scam.
At the press conference releasing our report on the World Bank and Indonesia,
Congressman Kennedy noted that the armed
forces have "tentacles extending to every
aspect of the economy," and he rejected the
World Bank's "fiction that treats military
spending by developing countries, and our
economic assistance to those same countries, as separate and unrelated issues."
Top -level officials at the World Bank, and in
the Clinton Administration have said that
they agree, in principle, that the bank's loans
should be conditioned on reductions in unnecessary military spending, Now is the
time for them to cut off financing for Indonesia's military mafia until it agrees to play
by the World Bank's own rules.
-------------Caleb Rossiter and James Fintell are Director and research associate, respectively,
at the Project on Demilitarization and Democracy in Washington.
============================
==============================
======
AMENDMENT TO THE
COMMITTEE PRINT OFFERED BY
MR. KENNEDY (and accepted by the Subcommittee)
At the end, add the following:
SEC. 6. MILITARY SPENDING BY
RECIPIENT COUNTRIES; MILITARY
INVOLVEMENT IN THE ECONOMIES
OF RECIPIENT COUNTRIES.
Title XV of the International Financial
Institutions Act (22 U.S.C. 262o) is
amended by adding at the end the following:
"SEC. 1502. MILITARY SPENDING
BY RECIPIENT COUNTRIES;
MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN THE
ECONOMIES OF RECIPIENT
COUNTRIES.
"(a) CONSIDERATION OF
COMMITMENT TO ACHIEVING
CERTAIN GOALS -- The Secretary of the
Treasury shall instruct the United States
Executive Directors of the international
financial institutions (as defined in section
1701(c)(2)) to promote growth in the international economy by taking into account,
when considering whether to support or
oppose loan proposals at these institutions,
the extent to which the recipient government
has demonstrated a commitment to achieving the following goals:
"(1) To provide accurate and complete
data on the annual expenditures and receipts
of the armed forces.
"(2) To end excessive military involvement in the economy.
"(3) To make substantial reductions in
excessive military spending and forces.

"(4) To end corruption involving members of the armed forces.
The Secretary shall submit to the Committees on Banking, Finance, and Urban
Affairs and on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Committees on
Foreign Relations and on Appropriations of
the Senate a re- port on the steps taken to
determine appropriate definitions of the
goals set forth in subsection (a).
"b) STEPS TO ACHIEVE GOALS
REQUIRED -- The Secretary of the Treasury shall instruct the United States Executive Directors of the international financial
institutions (as so defined) to promote a
policy at each institution under which-"(1) the staff will include in its supporting documents for each proposed loan a
report on military expenditures and an assessment of the steps taken by the recipient
government to achieve the goals set forth in
subsection (a);
"(2) the governing body will not approve
proposed loans where insufficient effort has
been made to achieve such goals, except in
cases where the proposed loans are specifically designed to meet the basic human
needs of the poor; and
"(3) a report on military expenditures and
an assessment of the steps taken by the
recipient government to achieve the goals set
forth in subsection (a) will be included in
regular policy consultations with developing
countries.
"(c) CONDITIONAL OPPOSITION
TO LOANS TO INDONESIA -- In furtherance of the policy established by subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of State, shall, not
later than May 1, 1995, submit to the
Committees on Banking, Finance and Urban
Affairs and on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Committees on
Foreign Relations and on Appropriations of
the Senate a report on the performance of
the Government of Indonesia in achieving or
implementing a credible plan to achieve the
goals set forth in subsection (a).".
============================
=============
Explanation from Rep. Joseph Kennedy
II:
Amendment on Military Spending
This amendment addresses a tremendous
drain on the effectiveness of our bilateral
and multilateral assistance funds -- military
spending by developing countries.
Developing countries spend more than
$200 Billion annually on their militaries -more than they receive in economic assistance from the entire world. If we are to
provide such assistance, then we must also
take steps, where we can, to reduce the
drain of military spending on education,
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health infrastructure and other productive
investments.
I have worked with Chairman Frank and
Mr. Bereuter on this issue for several years.
The Department of Treasury has reported
to us recently about what they are doing in
the multilateral development banks to reduce excessive military spending.
The IMF is currently working on a report required by this committee on an economic methodology for measuring military
spending in developing countries. That report will help fill the large information gap
in this area, and will provide the basis for
further efforts.
In this amendment, which is not opposed
by the Treasury, we attempt to take another
modest step forward on the issue.
The U.S. executive directors of the various International financial institutions are
instructed to take into account, when considering loans, the extent to which the recipient government is committing to achieving four goals:
1. To provide accurate and complete data
on the annual expenditures and receipts of
the armed forces.
2. To end excessive military involvement
in the economy.
3. To make substantial reductions in excessive military spending and forces.
4. To end corruption involving members
of the armed forces.
The amendment instructs the U.S. executive directors to promote a similar policy at
their different institutions.
Finally, it requires a report next year
from the Secretary off Treasury on the performance of the government of Indonesia in
meeting these goals. Let me briefly address
four issues:
First, this is not an academic concern.
Today, we are considering funds for Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility.
Pakistan had the largest program in the
original SAF. According to the World Bank,
27 percent of Pakistan's central government
expenditure in 1991 went to the military,
and only 2.6 percent to health and education. India may come into the ESAF program soon as its largest participant. India
spent 17 percent of its budget on the military and only 4 percent on health and education. These are legitimate concerns for us to
raise if we authorize funds to promote poverty reduction and development.
Second, the leadership of the World Bank
and the IMF, and officials at the Department of Treasury have spoken eloquently
over the past few years about how unproductive military spending can undermine our
goals of economic development. But there
has been less evidence that these concerns
are being addressed at the day-to-day operational level at those institutions, where it

can make a difference. This amendment is
intended to move that process along.
Third, I want to say a word about the
goals we set out in the amendment. We have
left them broad, and asked the Treasury to
work with us on the specific definitions. We
have no intent, for example, of forcing governments to reveal details about covert programs, The United States would not do that,
and we cannot demand it of others. We also
realize every country has right to meet its
legitimate needs for external defense, and
that expenditures to meet those needs cannot be considered "excessive". I would like
too work with the Chairman to set out more
guidance on these issues in the Committee,
report and would be happy to work with
other members of the committee on this
matter. Again, I am looking forward to the
report that we requested from the IMF on
how to measure military spending.
Finally, just a word about Indonesia. Excessive military spending and control of the
civilian economy is like pornography. It is
hard to define but you know it when you
see it. Indonesia receives $1.6 Billion a year
from the World Bank, including our taxpayers' dollars. Yet it is an open secret that the
Indonesian military underreports its military
expenditures by somewhere between 25 and
50 percent. The army controls massive private and state run corporations. They systematically shake-down the wealthy ethnic
Chinese business community. The military
maintains a shadow government controlling
life from the national level to the smallest
village.
Despite this, when researchers interviewed officials dealing with Indonesia at
the World Bank and Treasury, they were
told that the size and role of Indonesia's
military is never discussed when we extend
$1.6 Billion in loans.
This is one of the cases that I think the
Committee should examine carefully in the
future as we assess what the Administration
and the Banks are doing on the issue of excessive military expenditures. We are not
requiring opposition to loans to Indonesia
this year, but we are watching closely.
I urge support for the amendment.

TARNISHED IMAGE -INDONESIA SEEKS TO
CONTROL DAMAGE OVER
TIMOR
Part of ASIAN LOBBIES Feature in Far
Eastern Economic Review, June 2, 1994.
Page 30.
Being among "the most underestimated
countries" in the world, as United States
President Bill Clinton himself put it, Indonesia has long been the favourite whipping-
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boy of the U.S. Congress. Pressure on Jakarta has mounted recently, and the Indonesian Embassy in Washington is countering
by revamping its lobbying effort in Washington.
The 1991 massacre of East Timorese by
the Indonesian army in Dili did much to
blacken Jakarta's image on Capitol Hill.
Jakarta has also had to deal with a new Democratic president who is placing heavy
emphasis on human rights in his foreign
policy.
As punishment for the Dili incident,
Congress in 1992 overrode objections from
the Bush Administration and voted to cease
military aid to Indonesia, also threatening to
impose further sanctions. The Clinton administration, too, has taken a hard line
against Indonesia's behaviour in East Timor,
raising the issue at the United Nations and
blocking transfer of second- hand U.S.-made
jet fighters from a third country to Indonesia. U.S. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor, meanwhile, has pressed Jakarta to improve workers' rights, threatening to revoke
trade privileges under the generalised scheme
of preferences (GSP).
In response to these pressures, the Indonesians have dropped their public relations
firm of 16 years, Hill & Knowlton, and
hired a high-powered former assistant U.S.
trade representative and GSP specialist to
deal with the workers' rights issue. Indonesian officials hope that these measures,
along with help from friends of the country
in Washington stepping forward to argue
Jakarta's case, will begin the process of improving its image in the U.S. But the results
of Jakarta's efforts may well illustrate the
limits of what lobbying can achieve, Congressional critics of Jakarta say. Public relations may help up to a point, they argue,
but Indonesia has little chance of making
any real headway until it displays a willingness to make real improvements in the human-rights situation in Timor.
Indonesia's sensitivity over Timor and its
sometimes ham-fisted and counterproductive attempts to control the issue internationally were highlighted recently by Jakarta's reaction to a conference on Timor
scheduled to be held in Manila from May
31-June 4. Its ultimately successful attempt
to pressure Manila into banning attendance
at the conference by Timorese independence
leaders and international human rights activists has raised a storm of protest (see story
page 17).
Jakarta first acknowledged the importance of lobbying in Washington as far back
as 1977, when it hired Hill & Knowlton in
an attempt to rebuild international confidence in its financial system following the
huge scandal that enveloped the state oil
firm, Pertamina. Many have since ques-
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tioned whether Jakarta got its money's
worth: it paid the public relations firm about
US$3 million in 1993. One old Indonesia
hand, an American who himself advises
Jakarta, thinks not. "There was a drop in the
firm's attentiveness and inputs to Indonesia;
it wasn't anticipating issues and coming up
with new ideas to cope with them," the
adviser says.
After the Dili incident, Foreign Minister
Ali Alatas came to Washington for what
was widely seen as an unsuccessful attempt
at damage control. Facing criticism that Indonesian soldiers responsible for the Dili
killings were getting off too lightly, Alatas
recalled the My Lai massacre of Vietnamese
civilians by U.S. soldiers, a comparison
which didn't go down well with his American audience. Alatas was trying to defend
the indefensible, one human rights activist
says, adding: "Alatas was also getting bad
advice."
So far Jakarta has not replaced Hill &
Knowlton. Some political work seems to
have been channelled to public relations
firms Burson-Marsteller and SmithMcCabe, both of which established ties
with Jakarta in 1992. Knowledgeable
sources say Jakarta is still looking for a
more pro-active professional lobbyist, with
experience in political issues.
The GSP specialist chosen by Indonesia's
ambassador to the U.S., Arifin Siregar, is
Doral Cooper of Crowell & Moring International, a firm which lobbies on trade issues.
Cooper started at the USTR's office in 1977
and rose to the rank of assistant before leaving in 1985. Her job included developing and
implementing U.S. trade policy in Asia and
administering the GSP programme.
Siregar is obviously counting on Cooper
to prepare a convincing case to present to
USTR Kantor. When the Bush administration raised the Indonesia workers' rights
issue, Jakarta was advised by law firm
White & Case, which, like Hill & Knowlton,
was hired in 1977. Although Indonesia was
spared sanctions at that time, some Indonesia hands say White & Case, not being experts, were not helpful on the workers'
rights issue.
-- Susumu Awanohara
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BEATING A RETREAT -RAMOS CAVES IN TO
JAKARTA'S PRESSURE ON
TIMOR FORUM
Far Eastern Economic Review, June 2,
1994. Page 17.
By John McBeth in Jakarta, Rigoberto Tiglao in Manila and Colin James in Wellington
It was just another conference of idealists
and embittered exiles, and it would have
attracted no more than a perfunctory nod
from the regional press before sinking back
into obscurity. But Jakarta's all-out opposition to the "Asia-Pacific Conference on East
Timor" in Manila elevated the privately
organized forum to the level of an international incident, threatening the Philippines'
economic and political ties with Indonesia.
In the end, it was Philippine President Fidel
Ramos who backed down, banning foreign
participation in the conference. In doing so,
he dented his own image. The Philippine
leader is now under attack it home and
abroad for compromising the country's democratic ideals.
Political observers are surprised the Philippines was caught flat-footed, given reports that officials were aware of the impending East Timor conference as early as
January 1993. Indeed, in a meeting with
chief organiser Renato Constantino Jr. last
November, presidential security adviser
Jose Almonte said the government could not
intervene because that would violate the
principles Filipinos fought for in the 1986
overthrow of Ferdinand Marcos. Ramos,
however, clearly became alarmed at the
strength of the Indonesian reaction. Using
special powers reserved only for issues
affecting national Security and the vital interests of the state, he barred Sydney-based
resistance leader Juan Ramos-Horta and
seven fellow Timorese participants from the
country. Ramos also instructed the Bureau
of Immigration to deny entry to other foreign participants.
Conference chairman Constantino, a human-rights activist and the son of a wellknown left-wing historian, was bitterly
critical of Ramos' action. "This is a clear
surrender to Indonesian pressure," he said.
"The Ramos administration is acting as if
the Philippines is Indonesia's 28th province." Jakarta, for its part, pronounced itself
satisfied, even if the seminar still goes ahead.
The Philippines is not the only country
to recently raise Indonesian hackles over
East Timor. While former Foreign Secretary
Raul Manglapus was trying to explain Manila's position in Jakarta, New Zealand
Prime Minister Jim Bolger was spending

part of his May 15-17 official visit repairing
fences of his own, after New Zealand parliamentarians drafted a petition demanding
the right of self-determination for East
Timor.
The diplomatic skills followed two tours
of East Timor by foreign journalists, one of
which sparked an impromptu street demonstration and open acts of defiance from political prisoners in the Dili jail. The fires
were further stoked in New Zealand by the
screening of a British TV documentary that
rehashed the recent unhappy history of the
former Portuguese colony, annexed by Indonesia in 1975.
For the Philippines, all early casualty of
a serious rift with Indonesia would have
been Ramos' much-cherished East Asian
Growth Area (EAGA), encompassing Davao and General Santos City in southern
Mindanao and Indonesia's North Sulawesi
province. As it was, the Philippines postponed a May 26-27 bilateral meeting in
Davao after Indonesian officials and businessmen sent word they would not be attending.
Antonio Peralta, economic adviser to the
EAGA, said nine of the 12 joint ventures
due to be signed at the conference were put
on hold. "These were not just at the planning stage," he said. "The money had already been remitted to the banks." Meanwhile, the permissive attitude of Indonesian
authorities towards Filipino fishermen in
their waters changed drastically; about 25
small boats based in General Santos were
impounded by the Indonesians in the space
of a week.
The EAGA concept relies heavily on a
jump-start from the fishing industry and on
an understanding that Filipino enterprises
will get much of their catch from Indonesian
waters. "If the Filipino fishing fleets are
prohibited by Indonesian authorities, then
General Santos' five canneries would have to
close down," said Peralta. Pointing to a
planned protest rally in Mindanao over the
Timor conference, he told the Review: "I've
never seen a community so mad."
For Ramos, the storm was troubling in
other ways. Not only is there all unwritten
rule among the six ASEAN states that they
must avoid becoming embroiled in each
other's internal problems, Jakarta has been
playing a particularly constructive role in
ongoing peace talks between Manila and the
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) -a role that was obviously jeopardised as
well.
East Timor has never been a major issue
in New Zealand, but the TV documentary
and Bolger's impending visit prompted 51 of
the 99 members of parliament to present a
petition to the Indonesian ambassador on
May 5 calling for self-determination for East
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Timor, the withdrawal of Indonesian troops,
a halt in transmigration and an end to human
rights abuses.
By the time Bolger arrived in Indonesia,
New Zealand Governor-General Dame
Catherine Tizard had compounded his difficulties. When the new Indonesian ambassador, Dahlia Soemolang, presented her credentials on May 10, New Zealand's supposedly apolitical head-of-state told her,
"East Timor continues to be of concern to
New Zealanders." The remark was intended
to be private, but it was picked up by New
Zealand's Herald newspaper.
The prime minister refused to personally
pass on the petition to Indonesian authorities, and reiterated Wellington's long-stated
position that East Timor was now part of
Indonesia. He nonetheless raised concerns
about human rights during subsequent talks
with President Suharto.
Suharto responded by giving Indonesia's
version of the events preceding the East
Timor invasion, and then issued an invitation for New Zealand parliamentarians to
see Indonesia's 27th province for themselves. Later, Bolger said he hoped an ongoing dialogue between Indonesia and Portugal
would lead to a "just, comprehensive and
internationally acceptable settlement" of the
Timor question.
Back home, opposition Labour Party
MP Phil Goff, who organised the petition,
scoffed at Suharto's invitation: "Nobody is
going to speak out when, half-an-hour after
the New Zealand MP's have left the country, they [the Timorese] will be subject to
arbitrary detention, possibly torture and
possibly execution."
New Zealand's concern over human rights
in Indonesia manifested itself in 1990, when
it refused to support Jakarta's bid for a seat
on the United Nations Human Rights Commission. But now officials feel Jakarta is
making genuine efforts to clean up its act. In
fact, Wellington is supporting Indonesia's
campaign for a seat on the UN Security
Council, reciprocating the backing it received
when it made a similar -- and successful -bid of its own two years ago.
While New Zealand's attention span was
bound to be limited, the spat with the Philippines over the East Timor conference
threatened to be much more disruptive.
After meeting with special envoy
Manglapus, Alatas declared: "Let's not use
diplomatic language here. Indonesia is disappointed at the Philippine Government's
inability to stop the seminar."
Alatas claimed Manila pledged to ban the
seminar when it was first announced last
year. But in March, Philippine officials sent
word that the administration would not be
able to make good on its promise. Indonesia
was accepting no excuses. "Although we can

fully understand their constitutional constraints," the foreign minister said, "there is
also something else, called national interest."
The 13 groups closely involved in the organsation of the May 31-June 4 conference
include the National Council for Maubere
Resistance, the umbrella group that includes
East Timor's Fretilin resistance Organisation. Also involved are the Netherlandsbased International Platform of Jurists for
East Timor and British Lord Eric Avebury's
Parliamentarians for East Timor.
Few participants of international standing were expected to attend, but that mattered little to Indonesia, which is extremely
sensitive to any criticism of its sovereignty
over East Timor. Of the four Indonesian
invitees, only human-rights activist H. J. C.
Princen and Satya Wacana University lecturer George Aditjondro initially confirmed
they would attend.
Aditjondro is probably the only Indonesian intellectual to hit out openly at Indonesia's policy on East Timor. In March, Australian newspapers published excerpts from
some of his papers on the issue, including
one that gave a much higher death toll for
the 1991 Dili massacre than previous accounts. The Indonesian academic later repeated the claim, originally made in a
Timorese survey published in Lisbon, during all interview with Australian TV in Singapore.
Although he has been accused of being
unpatriotic, Aditjondro says he has not been
the target of any direct government harassment. "I think that is an indication of how
fluid the situation [on East Timor] really is,"
he told the Review. He was, however, removed from a list of prospective speakers at
a planned environmental conference in Dili
aimed at building ties with Timorese groups.
The early May event was later scrapped.
While the Indonesian Government speaks
with one voice, the Foreign Ministry and
the armed forces differ over how best to deal
with Timor. Tired of slapping plaster over a
running sore, civilian officials would prefer a
more creative approach involving a degree of
demilitarisation. The military feels the province is its patch, in large part because of
past sacrifices, while paradoxically conceding - as one general did in April - that it
could be two more generations before most
Timorese accept Indonesian rule.
---------------------------[Comment from Charlie Scheiner: the article was written before the end of the Conference. In actual fact, the conference did
proceed as scheduled, and accomplished
much. More than 20 foreign delegates were
present and participated. And the Philippine government eventually backed down,
lifted the threats of deportation, and re-
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moved those already blacklisted or deported
from the banned list.]

TWO ARRESTED IN
CANBERRA PROTEST EMBASSY FORCED TO
CLOSE
The Canberra Times, 13 June 1994.
By Amanda Uhlmann
Canberra -- Two protesters were arrested
after climbing two pillars in the grounds of
the Indonesian Embassy in front of an Embassy Open Day crowd of about 500 yesterday.
Part of an organised demonstration
against the murder of five Australian
journalists in East Timor in 1975 and
continuing human-rights violations in East
Timor, the two were later arrested for
trespass, breach of the peace and resisting
arrest by Australian Federal police.
Protester Patrick Lucas, of Turner, who
continued a peaceful protest with 10 others
outside the embassy gates, said Indonesian
embassy staff had threatened one of the
arrested protesters with a knife.
The main gates of the embassy were
closed just before 3pm and visitors inside
the grounds (there for Rotary's Embassy
Open Day) were asked to leave through a
side gate.
A dummy was strung up by its heels in
makeshift gallows on the laws outside the
embassy by protest organiser Robert Samsa,
of Sydney.
"It represented the method of execution
of the five journalists," he said.
Shirley Shackleton, the wife of one of the
murdered journalists, said on Radio National
last week that the journalists had been
hacked at with knives while strung up by
their heels and had had their genitals cut off
and stuffed in their mouths before being
killed.
Mr Samsa, a member of the Sydney
Peace Squadron (normally seen on Sydney
Harbour in small craft protesting nucleararmed ships), was dressed in a boiler suit
with a link of ammunition slung around his
shoulders. He said his intention was not
confrontational, but to highlight the humanrights violations of the East Timorese.
Mr Samsa said the idea to climb the pillars was unplanned, "But I think it took a
lot of courage for them to do that," he said.
"They were threatened by the Indonesians."
The squadron, together with members
from Canberra Program for Peace, had deliberately targeted Embassy Open Day for the
protest. "Our intention was to disrupt the
normal operation of the embassy, to highlight what's going on in East Timor and to
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show that it's not business as usual as long
as the East Timorese continue to be imprisoned and killed," he said.

POLICE ATTACKED ME,
SAYS PROTESTER
The Canberra Times, 14 June 1994. By
Jacqueline Fuller.
Canberra -- A protester has claimed he
received injuries while being arrested by
Australian Federal Police in the Indonesian
Embassy grounds on Sunday.
Gareth Smith, of O'Connor, was one of
the protesters arrested at the weekend for
trespass, breach of the peace and resisting
arrest by police after climbing pillars in the
embassy grounds in front of an open-day
crowd of about 500.
The two were part of a protest against
"the way that East Timor is continually
being repressed by a climate of terror
throughout the province and the way in
which ties between Australian and Indonesia
are being drawn ever closer at the expense of
human rights".
Mr Smith claimed he received abrasions
to the forehead, severe bruising of the writs,
diminished feeling in his thumbs, twisted
elbows and a contused and swollen left knee
because of police man-handling.
"I was literally screaming with the pain,"
he said. "It was completely unnecessary."
According to fellow protester Sean
Kenan, Australia is a democratic society and
that means that unfurling a banner and
speaking out in public are legitimate activities.
"I can't see that we did anything wrong,"
he said.
However, Mr Smith said the Indonesians
made it clear that the protesters were "in
Indonesia".\
"It's all very well for Sean to talk about
democracy and unfurling a banner as being
legal but in Indonesia it is not legal and that
was something that we really appreciated
first-hand," he said.
The protesters' actions were a diplomatic
embarrassment to Australia and prompted a
member of the Indonesian Armed Forces to
wield a knife and threaten Mr Smith and Mr
Kenan's lives.

EAST TIMOR: AUSTRALIA
UNDER FIRE
The Canberra Times, 11 June 1994.
By Ian McPhedran, foreign Affairs reporter
in Darwin
Australia is seen by many nongovernment organisations in Asia as the
most culpable nation after Indonesia on the
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issue of East Timor, according to activist
Rob Wesley-Smith.
He said the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Gareth Evans, who arrived in Manila on
Thursday for a five-day visit, would be
questioned about Australian policy on East
Timor, Roberto Romulo.
Mr Wesley-Smith returned to Darwin
from Manila on Thursday after attending
the inaugural Asia-Pacific Conference on
East Timor.
"Most people and governments in the
Asian region have been largely unaware of
the ongoing human rights abuses by Indonesia in East Timor," he said. "This conference
will crack the mythical ASEAN solidarity
on human rights and will help to dispel the
myth that human rights are somehow different in Asia."
Mr Wesley-Smith was one of 10 delegates initially black-listed from the conference after alleged pressure from Indonesia.
He was allowed to participate after guaranteeing to maintain a low profile during the
conference.
Mr Wesley-Smith, who was arrested by
Indonesian authorities in Timor in 1976
when delivering medical supplies to the
guerrillas and is reputedly on Jakarta's black
list, said the manila conference had raised
awareness of East Timor among Asian
NGOs.
The conference resolved to form the Asia
Pacific Coalition on East Timor, which will
be funded for a year and based in Manila.
Senator Evans told the Senate this week
that events in East Timor 1975 had to be
put into perspective when considering Australia's broader relationship with Indonesia.
Mr Wesley-Smith said the APEC leaders'
summit in Jakarta in November would again
bring world focus to East Timor, and he
expected increasing pressure on Indonesia
from the United States after the summit.
"Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas
is questioned about East Timor wherever he
travels, and Indonesian is seen as a pariah
because of East Timor," he said.
A spokeswoman for Senator Evans said
the Manila conference on East Timor would
probably be raised in the foreign ministers'
discussions.

TONGUES STILLED IN
TERRITORY RULED BY FEAR
New Zealand Herald, 30 May 1994
By Kareen Floyd of NZ Press Association
Slightly abridged, excluding some paragraphs on history.
[Comment: An earlier posting, based on
an Indonesian press report, about two New
Zealand journalists in East Timor, suggested
that they were behaving in a way to satisfy

their hosts. They were described then "as
the most polite journalists ever to have visited East Timor". They went on the invitation of the Indonesian Foreign Ministry
which hoped that their reports would
dampen the impact in New Zealand of John
Pilger's film, 'Death of a Nation'. Once again,
however, a propaganda move by Jakarta has
backfired, as the following report reveals.
Both journalists have published hard-hitting
articles, following their visit. The other,
Brendon Burns, published a report in The
Christchurch Press on 26 May, entitled
"Two decades of blood-letting and strife
harden views on East Timor" but as it primarily gives an historical perspective, we
have decided not to post it, for lack of time.
TAPOL]
------------The East Timorese have learned well the
bloody price of free speech. A climate of
fear rules this tropical territory, where the
Indonesian military is still omnipresent.
To its credit, Indonesia admits that it has
made mistakes in East Timor, which it regards as its 27th province.
It has also made huge investments to improve education, health and social facilities.
Yet it seems that no amount of money can
buy the support of all East Timorese or
compensate for the lack of freedom to determine their own future.
In East Timor today, it is not only the
dead who keep their own counsel. To speak
openly is dangerous.
The indigenous East Timorese, who are
of Melanesian extraction as opposed to the
Asian origin of their rulers, smile and return
greetings. Asked about the resistance however, their faces crease with fear.
Even international aid workers, like the
International Committee of the Red Cross
and a group of Catholic nuns, will not talk
about human rights abuses, fearing that to
do so will jeopardise their work.
"Siap mati", a phrase meaning ready to
die, the youth chat softly.
"A lot of children grew up in the mountains, They have no role models, their mothers were raped, tortured and killed and their
fathers disappeared," one woman said.
"In the villages near the mountains there
are mass graves and all kinds of stories
about bones ... these are the stories the kids
heard around the campfires at night."
Soldiers who are stationed in every settlement, still rape and steal food, another
woman says. She claims woman are subjected to enforced contraception.
"These days beatings and electric shocks
are regularly applied to those suspected of
belonging to underground resistance. An
average 20 to 30 people a month are held by
the military for questioning.
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"The beatings and electric shocks go on
today and are increasing again. Outside visitors set off peaks in ill treatment," one man
told me.
Those picked up by the Indonesians are
often not formally arrested. They are jailed,
interrogated and subjected to a re- education
programme about the benefits of Indonesia's
presence in East Timor, then sent back on
the streets.
"The re-education programme is basically
threats to be good, or else," according to one
man. Some are charged or kept in prison
though the number is not clear.
Indonesia is under international pressure
to improve its human rights record in East
Timor.
The Prime Minister, Mr Bolger, in Indonesia earlier this month, raised human rights
concerns but did not take the hard line approach the MPs had hoped for. Instead, he
emerged from talks with President Suharto
endorsing continued Indonesian control of
East Timor and only later revealed that he
had secured an invitation for New Zealand
MPs to visit the territory.
Indonesia has established a human rights
commission for East Timor [this appears to
be a misunderstanding of the National
Commission on Human Rights, TAPOL]
and is also opening it up to foreign journalists.
A journalist from the Christchurch Press
and I are the first New Zealand journalists
allowed in since the 1975 invasion. [Here, I
can recall that a New Zealand TV crew did
visit East Timor in 1983 and produced a
short documentary. Without delving into
our files, I can't remember the name of the
journalist. TAPOL]
The last New Zealand journalist known
to be in East Timor, a cameraman working
for an Australian television crew, was killed
in a pre-invasion foray by Indonesian
troops.
Our tour in East Timor is mainly a guided
one, escorted by protocol officers to visit
aid workers, education facilities, Government and church figures. Our free time is
surreptitiously monitored.
At first glance, it appears many residents
of Dili have a lot of mechanical trouble with
their jeeps and motor scooters. In reality,
these "residents" are plain-clothes intelligence officers who follow us and stop to
"check" their vehicles when we pause to
look at something. Officers on bicycles find
the tires suddenly need attention outside the
shops we enter.
Support for self-determination among the
East Timorese is impossible to quantify
given the security risks. Although fiveyearly elections are held, Indonesia so
firmly considers East Timor its province

that there is no pro-self- determination
party to vote for.
It is interesting to note however that
more than 80 per cent of East Timor's
796,317 population are devout members of
the Catholic Church, which has been outspoken about human rights abuses in East
Timor. Before integration, only 40 per cent
belonged.
Key resistance figures have been captured in recent years, including Xanana
Gusmão who is serving a 20-year sentence
in a Jakarta prison. Xanana, taken by the
Indonesians in late 1992, believes that a
majority of East Timorese still want a referendum on self-determination and has
pledged to die if he is wrong.
"I am not afraid of a referendum," he said
in a defence plea smuggled from prison.
"And if today, under international supervision, the Maubere (a collective of resistance
groups - sic-) were to choose integration, I
would make a genuine appeal to my companions in the bush to lay down their arms
and I would offer my head to be decapitated
in public."
Xanana's replacement in the guerrilla
forces, Antonio Mauhuno, was captured six
months after him. For two years he has
lived with a round-the-clock guard of security forces, but he says he will not give up
the dream of a free East Timor. "Yes, I am
brave. It is an honour," he says.
Xanana's third in command, Jose da
Costa Mauhudo, says he has been 'rehabilitated' and set free after living two years with
guards. He remains under surveillance.
Indonesia still has around 5,000 troops
stationed in East Timor, down from more
than 10,000 when the conflict was most
intense up to 1981. Intelligence units are
attached to each troop battalion. There are
around forty intelligence officers in Dili
alone.
Seven of the eight battalions in East
Timor are officially territorial. They carry
out road works and run development programmes, agriculture training and computer
and mechanic courses for unemployed people.
The Indonesia military commander for
East Timor, Johny Lumintang, admits that
the military has to improve its image in East
Timor before it can win people's support.
"I think because of the trauma of war, it
takes time for us to win their hearts and
minds," he says in an interview. Colonel
Lumintang admits force is sometimes used
against captured resistance members. "I
think this is wrong... but I will not say that
all my soldiers are good, otherwise they will
be a priest or bishop."
Two soldiers have been court-martialled
in the past year for misconduct, he says.

Page 227

Indonesian military still clash with resistance forces on average twice a month. But
Col. Lumintang hopes to withdraw a further
600 troops by the end of this year. Two
battalions of around 1,200 troops were
withdrawn last year.
He denies the use of napalm in intense
military operations during the 1970s although several eye-witness accounts of its
use have been documented. There are also
surviving eye-witness accounts of people
being herded onto the wharf at Dili during
the initial invasion and shot so that their
bodies fell into the sea.
Five hundred people were reported to
have been killed on the first day of the attack.
People were also shoved into buildings
and burned alive, it is said.
Atrocities were committed on both sides,
with Fretilin responsible for at least one
mass grave in Aileu region above Dili.
The saddest fact about East Timor is its
long history of colonial oppression.
[.................... history paragraphs left out]
In contrast [to the Portuguese], the Indonesians have implemented what it calls a
"crash programme" of development, building
a comprehensive network of schools, including a polytechnic, health centres and roading.
Illiteracy has fallen dramatically and average per-capita income has risen from
$US40 in 1976 to US$250, although it is
still below the national average of US$700.
Overall, however, people describe Portugal's rule as benign neglect compared to Indonesia's. Aside from the human rights
abuses, there is criticism of Indonesia’s
resettlement programmes, called transmigration. Some 1,688 East Timorese families
have been resettled within the territory since
1982. And 787 families mainly from Java
and Bali have been moved in.
Indonesia says the outsiders help to
transfer new agriculture skills. Critics argue
that the outsiders threaten traditional culture
and that the transfer of East Timorese is
politically motivated to cut off supply lines
to guerrillas.

PILGER PRAISES ROBINSON
INTEREST IN TIMOR
JOHN PILGER WHOSE REVISED
BOOK, DISTANT VOICES , HAS
BEEN PUBLISHED, TALKS TO
AUDREY MCGEE.
The Irish Times 16th June 1994
Journalist and documentary maker, John
Pilger, whose film Death of a Nation, the
Timor Conspiracy, was shown on RTE
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recently had just come from meeting the
President, Mrs. Robinson.
"She has a attractive personality. I was
interested in meeting her because of her
background and in 1977, in the Senate she
was one of the first to raise the issue of East
Timor.
I thought the combination of that history
of interest in Timor and her declared interests in women's issues was something we
could talk about, so I briefed her on my trip
there," said Pilger, who was in Dublin yesterday to launch the revised version of his
book, Distant Voices, which now includes a
section on East Timor.
Pilger spent just under two weeks in East
Timor last September. He and three others
secretly filmed witness and personal accounts of death and torture inflicted on the
East Timorese since the Indonesian invasion
in 1975, since when about 200,000 people
have died.
In his book and film, Pilger also documents the widespread used of Depo
Provera, a drug which causes sterilisation
when injected into women. He discussed the
sterilisation programme with Mrs. Robinson.
"It's very unusual to find a politician or
former politician with concern for East
Timor and she has it. Ireland's modern image
is as a beacon and promoter of human rights
and I think that's what the institutions and
lots of other people would like to see: a
small country but with a strong voice for
human rights," he said.
I think there is a vacuum in international
affairs where the EU is not speaking with on
voice and I think the smaller countries could
provide that lead. You see, it would only
take one country like Ireland to break ranks
on an issue like East Timor to really accelerate the process of Indonesia's disengagement," said Pilger, who has also filmed and
written extensively on human rights abuses
in Cambodia.
Disguising himself as a tour operator,
Pilger spent two years working on the
documentary on East Timor, picking up on
the international reaction to the Dili massacre in 1991, when 250 mourners were killed
by Indonesian troops at the Santa Cruz
cemetery.
"It compares with Cambodia in a different way. When I arrived in Cambodia, there
was still a stench of death but in East Timor
there was a sense of something that was
even more threatening. It is that there was
so much experience of death there and it has
been left undiscovered for so long.
"I find, in one sense, Timor more troubling because it has been such a long time. It
is like some great unrecorded horror," he
said.
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The Catholic clergy has been keeping
some records. In Kraras, which is known as
the village of the widows to the Timorese, a
Portuguese priest listed the names of 287
people who were massacred during the
summer of 1983. According to the priests
list, children as young as two were shot.
When his film was shown on ITV, there
was 4,000 calls a minute to the switchboard
and the calls continued for two days. He
said he did not believe that there is any form
of "compassion fatigue" among the public.
That, he said, was a concept made up by
politicians as an excuse for their inaction.
Born in Sydney in 1940 Pilger left Australia at the age of 22 because, he said, everybody else did. Now a father of two, he
lives in London and works with Central
Television. He returns continually to the
plight of the people in south-east Asia.
"I do not go in search of misery. I go in
search of the perpetrators of other peoples
misery and try and root out the powers that
are causing the misery in these peoples
lives. Those powers should not be there," he
said, adding that "maverick left-wing
journalist" was one of the nicer titles which
had been attributed to him.

HABIBIE FEARED TIMOR
BACKLASH
DeTIK, 15-21 June 1994. Translated from
Indonesian
Original title: Research Minister Habibie
didn't know anything <Menristek Habibie
tak tahu apa-apa>. Abridged
_Remark: Suharto's defence of Habibie
over the purchase of the ex-East German
navy ships has been extensively reported
already, as has Mar'ie Muhammad's and
armed forces objections. Of interest are the
remarks about East Timor. GvK._
On the occasion of opening naval harbour
building works in South Sumatra and the
simultaneous symbolic transfer of the ships
from Habibie to Eddy Sudradjat and hence
to Feisal Tanjung 9/6, Suharto explained the
deal and said: 'The German government
asked that the deal be kept secret for the
time being. For Indonesia too there was no
need to announce it then, because it would
give rise to criticism and could trigger efforts
to block it by tying it to East Timor'. He
also advised the armed forces not to be disappointed that Indonesia could not yet purchase the latest military equipment: 'but we
don't have to despair, because we have a
doctrine that can face up to any challenge,
from inside or outside'.
---Editor, 16 June 1994. Translated from
Indonesian.

Original title: Behind the Bay of Biscay
disaster <Di balik petaka Teluk Biscay>
Short extract only
Habibie told a parliamentary hearing 7/6:
'You must know, I was instructed at the
time to keep the deal a secret. Nothing written, just told to verbally. I did it, with two
handicaps. Firstly we had to get permission
from the German security council and from
NATO. That is, [they had to be convinced
that] if these ships were given to Indonesia
it would not cause tension in the region.
Imagine how long it took me to fight for
that, without it being published. And just
while I was fighting for this, the East Timor
problem occurred [presumably the Dili massacre in November 1991], a political problem. And yet I was still able to convince
them'.

JIM DUNN'S WEEKLY
COLUMN
Foreign affairs column, Mercury, 18 June
1994
The East Timor issue has again been in
the news, though somewhat overshadowed
by events in Africa and Europe. Two matters deserve comment. The first is a recent
statement by Air Commodore Nicholson,
our Northern Defence Area Commander,
dismissing as nonsense generally accepted
facts about the humanitarian cost of Indonesia's occupation. He ridiculed the assessment that the annexation had cost up to
200,000 Timorese lives, and suggested that
Timorese resistance to Jakarta was in the
same category as the resentment in Queensland to rule from Canberra.
>From these spurious comments it is
tempting to conclude that this official is
determined not to let Indonesia's harsh
treatment of the Timorese - those people
who played a major role in halting the Japanese advance towards Darwin - get in the
way of a cosy relationship with their new
colonial rulers. Developing a working relationship with them is of course one of his
duties, and we could not expect him to engage in public criticisms of his Indonesian
opposite numbers. What he has done, however, is the opposite, and by virtually repeating their own propaganda he has identified himself as a potential friend and ally of
those Indonesian military commanders who
share a responsibility for the rape of East
Timor. His facts about Timor are nonsense:
they appear to be based on disinformation
circulated by Indonesian intelligence. Unfortunately, even if Air Commodore Nicholson
makes no further statements of this kind,
the damage has already been done. In that
sensitive position we need a more balanced,
and discreet, officer.

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

The second matter concerns the recent
NGO conference on Timor in Manila, which
the Suharto regime forced the Ramos Government to attempt to cancel. Although
most foreign delegates were prevented from
attending - including this columnist who was
to deliver a paper at it - in the end the conference did take place. Moreover, Jakarta's
heavy-handed interference outraged Filipinos, who regarded the meddling as an infringement of those precious democratic
rights they prised from the clutches of
President Marcos 8 years ago. The obstruction of foreign participation further embarrassed the Ramos Government, for guests
included Madame Danielle Mitterand, wife
of the French President, as well as bishops
from Japan, the US and Australia (Bishop
Deakin) and a Nobel Prize winner from
Ireland. The Government came under strong
criticism in the Parliament, in the media and
from Cardinal Sin, who in a letter of the
Bishop of East Timor wrote "I apologise for
the incapacity of my political leaders to lead
the growth of freedom and human dignity in
our region".
The end result was that the Timorese
cause for self- determination received an
unexpected boost. It gained publicity far
beyond the expectations of the organisers, at
the expense of ASEAN unity and President
Fidel Ramos' standing as a democrat.
Thanks to Indonesian arrogance East Timor
is still very much a live issue.

PHILIPPINE SUPREME
COURT AUTHORIZES MAN ILA
CONFERENCE ON EAST
TIMOR
LUSA's Crystal Ball. June 1, 1994. Translated from Portuguese
The Supreme Court of the Philippines
today authorized the holding of the conference on East Timor, countering a decision
by the Government of Manila and a ruling
by a court of first instance.
The ruling by the Supreme Court of the
Philippines, to which LUSA had access,
ordered that the court of first instance
"cease and desist from applying its decision" to suspend the holding of the conference on East Timor.
Nevertheless, the Supreme Court ruling
authorized Philippine President Fidel
Ramos to deport the foreigners who travelled to the Philippines for the purpose of
participating in the conference.
"Nothing in this resolution should be interpreted as a stance intended to jeopardize
the constitutional authority of the President
of the Philippines to prevent foreigners
from entering in order to participate in the
conference in the name of national interest

and the security of the country," stated the
ruling.
Barbedo de Magalhaës, coordinator of
Jornados de Timor at the University of
Porto, today considered that it is now "a
winning cause" after all the events that have
surrounded the Manila Conference.
"It was the biggest politico-diplomatic error" by Indonesia, asserted Barbedo de Magalhaës at the press conference to read the
letter which Susan Castilho would have read
at the conference on East Timor in the Philippines, from whence she was expelled on
Sunday.
Commenting on the detention and expulsion orders for the foreign participants in
the conference, Barbedo de Magalhaës declared that "thanks to the strength of the
resistance in Timor and the disastrous intervention by the Indonesian Government in
the Manila conference, this has awakened
the international community to the problem
of self-determination for the Maubere people."
According to the coordinator of Jornados
de Timor at the University of Porto, in the
face of recent events, "conditions have been
created towards which the Assembly of the
Republic should take steps, and not just by
a vote of protest."
"We need to organize, in a short time, an
International Conference in Portugal on East
Timor, inviting people and parliamentarians
from a number of countries and also the
people who were prevented from participating in the Manila Conference," he added.
Appealing to the Portuguese Church to
send "an international appeal for support of
the Timorese Church", Barbedo de Magalhaës also announced that the University of
Porto was going to organize an international
conference on Timor along with an international platform of jurists in Germany, from
September 30 to October 2.
Barbedo de Magalhaës, accompanied by
Susan Castilho, representative of the University of Porto at the Manila Conference,
also noted that "there is no synchronization
between the Minister of Foreign Affairs and
the Minister of Defense in Indonesia."
"While Ali Alatas talks of the possibility
of dialogue with the anti-integration groups,
the Minister of Defense continues to build
prisons and to say that if other clandestine
groups appear, he will crush them," he explained, adding that this thus "proves the
weakness of the Indonesian regime."
As for the current situation in East
Timor, this human rights activist confessed
his concern for the future in asserting that
"Indonesia is going to lose the North, and
anything can happen, from a major openingup to repressions of great brutality."
In the letter which Susan Castilho was to
have read at the Manila Conference, the
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University of Porto congratulated the organizers for having held to "your decision despite the tremendous pressures and even
threats to which you were subjected on the
part of the Indonesian Government and its
agents with a view to cancelling the initiative."
"The extreme courage of the Maubere
people, who resist the Indonesian occupation under the most difficult and harsh conditions, met a similar courage and determination in Manila, in the struggle for freedom,
peace and self-determination for the
Timorese," continued the text, which reiterated the hope that the initiative would contribute "to the liberation of Xanana Gusmão
and of all the Timorese political prisoners."
The Manila conference on East Timor
was inaugurated today by the President of
the organization, Renato Constantino, who
extolled the decision by the Philippine Supreme Court to authorize the meeting.
"We were prepared to face all the consequences, in the face of the prohibition (decreed by the Quezon court), but the Supreme Court supported our rights," said
Constantino.
The Philippine human rights activist was
applauded by the delegates present at the
University of Manila, where the meeting is
taking place, after having declared the business of the conference open.
Moments before the start of the conference, the foreign delegates were applauded
by a human chain of students, nuns and
priests as they proceeded from University
lodgings to the room where the meeting was
being held.
The Philippine government ordered the
detention and expulsion from the country of
the foreign delegates, including the President
of the International Platform of Jurists for
East Timor, Pedro Pinto Leite, but up until
now it is not known if the order was executed.
The Chancellor of the University of Manila, Roger Posadas, indicated that the Cabinet of Philippine President Fidel Ramos
promised that the eventual detentions of
foreigners would not occur inside this establishment of higher education.
The business of the conference is being
covered by about one hundred Philippine
and foreign journalists accredited by the
organization of the meeting.
The Permanent Representative of Portugal at the United Nations today delivered to
his Philippine counterpart a verbal note of
protest from the Lisbon government concerning "the circumstances which have surrounded" the Manila Conference.
According to the Portuguese Minister of
Foreign Affairs, among other points, the
note protested the fact that Portuguese citizens who wanted to participate in the Con-
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ference "have been prevented from entering
the Philippines and that others have been
expelled."
The principal Indonesian human rights
organization, the "Legal Aid Foundation",
today congratulated the Philippine Supreme
Court's decision to annul the prohibition of
the Manila Conference on East Timor.
"This is a very positive decision, and
once again we see demonstrated that the
democratic process in the Philippines is
working," said Hendardi, spokesman for the
organization.
"We can learn a valuable lesson from the
democracy of the Philippines, where there
are mechanisms that prevent the government
from interfering at will in the affairs of civil
society," underscored the Legal Aid Foundation's spokesman.
Hendardi considered, on the other hand,
that the Jakarta government's pressures on
the Philippines to prevent the holding of the
conference on East Timor "contradict" the
principle professed by Indonesia of not
interfering in the internal affairs of other
countries.
The Philippine Supreme Court today annulled a decision by a Quezon court of first
instance which prohibited the holding of the
conference, but authorized President Fidel
Ramos to deport the foreigners who enter
the country to participate in the meeting on
East Timor.
The conference begins today at the University of Manila, and among the participants are about twenty foreign delegates
from various countries including Portugal.

CHAMPION OF THE
FORGOTTEN
Comment; The following article appeared in
the Sunday Tribune. Edited to the section
that deals with East Timor.
The Sunday Tribune 19th June 1994.
BY COLIN KERR.
If it is the function of journalism to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable,
John Pilger should be regarded as one of it's
greatest practitioners. Pilger's award winning
documentaries on atrocities in Cambodia and
East Timor have won him the respect and
admiration of his peers and a series of
awards fro both his written and broadcast
work.
Pilger has been praised as a committed
and campaigning journalist but he dislikes
being labelled and believes journalism does
not need the adverb "crusading" in front of
it. "That's what it should be", he says. "I'm
a political journalist more than a crusading
journalist. Most of my career has been
pointing out the iniquities of power".
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Pilger was in Dublin to launch the revised
version of his book 'Distant Voices' and to
brief President Robinson and Deputy Prime
Minister Dick Spring on the situation in
East Timor. Pilger went there last September to film a documentary, Death of a Nation- The Timor Conspiracy for Central
Television.
What distinguishes the situation in East
Timor from other international conflicts, he
says, is the loss of one third of the country's
population following the Indonesian invasion in 1975. An estimated 200,000 people
have been murdered since then, proportionately greater than those died under Pol Pot
in Cambodia.
In 'Distant Voices' he describes East
Timor as a land of crosses. The book also
describes a place called Kraras, described as
the "village of the widows" because of the
slaughter that took place in the summer of
1983 when a whole community of 287 people were massacred.
"For me", he says, "the brutal death of
200,000 East Timorese, a third of the population, says much about how the modern
world is ordered and how most of us are
pressed to believe otherwise".
The Irish Government, he believes, can
play a significant role in influencing international policy in East Timor and he points
out that President Robinson was one of the
first politicians to raise the issue in the Senate in 1977.
"The Irish government can make all the
difference", he says. "It only needs one
government to break ranks and call on the
European Union to say to the Indonesian
regime if it wants international respectability it will have to give East Timor, the right
to self-determination".
Pilger believes that one day that East
Timor will be free and that public opinion
has a major role to play in mobilising governments to act against the Indonesian regime. "East Timor", he says, "which the
Indonesian Foreign Minister has called 'the
grit in our shoe' will grow to boulder size
proportions".

RAMOS APOLOGIZES TO
MDME. MITTERRAND
Reuter 6/20/94 Manila -- Philippine
President Fidel Ramos has apologized to
French first lady Danielle Mitterrand for
banning her and dozens of foreign delegates
to a controversial recent Manila meeting on
East Timor.... Mrs Mitterrand, head of a
French humanitarian group, was among
foreigners blacklisted by Manila during the
May 1-June 4 conference, although she had
previously told private organizers she was
not coming. "My government sincerely

regrets that your person has been so affected by this situation," Ramos said in his
letter dated June 9 and released by the
presidential palace on Sunday, five days
before the visit of Ramos's wife to Paris.
Ramos, who is to visit France in September,
said the ban was to protect Philippine interests and preserve ASEAN solidarity.

US SPECIAL FORCES TEAM
IN INDONESIA EXERCISE
REUTER [unabridged] June 15, 1994
Jakarta, -- A U.S. Special Forces team is
taking part in ground and air exercises in
East Java as part of a regular programme
with Indonesian forces, military sources said
on Wednesday. Such exercises have not been
affected by U.S. sanctions against Indonesia
for human rights abuses in the former Portuguese colony of East Timor and elsewhere,
they said. "The U.S. has an ongoing series of
exercises, training programmes between
them and Indonesia. This one is the first
with air force and army involvement,” one
foreign source said. The latest two-week
exercise, involving a 12-member U.S. Special
Forces team, a C-130 Hercules transport
plane and about 75 Indonesians, is called
"Balance Iron 94 - 3. "It is the third in a
series held since April 1 and ends on June
30. The U.S. Army has about six exercises a
year with Indonesia and the air force at least
one. More than 16 U.S. Navy ships visited
the country last year, the sources said. The
United States last year curtailed some U.S.
military training for the Indonesian armed
forces and tied a variety of arms sales to
improvements in Indonesia's human rights
record.

EXTERNAL (FOR GENERAL
DISTRIBUTION) AI INDEX:
ASA 21/23/94 DISTR: UA/SC
20 June 1994
Further information on UA 198/94 (ASA
21/12/94, 23 May 1994) - and follow-up
(ASA 21/15/94, 2 June) - Fear of torture/arbitrary detention
INDONESIA/EAST TIMOR:
Jose Antonio Neves {held in Malang,
East Java} Antonio Soares {now released}
Anibal )
Isaac )
Lucas Tilman dos Santos )
Marcos )
Miguel ) originally
Nuno de Andrade Sarmento Corvelho )
detained
Octaviano ) in East Timor
Pantaleao )
Pedro Fatima Tilman )
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Rosalino )
Rui Fernandes )
Amnesty international has learned that
Pedro Fatima Tilman, Miguel and Is (believed to be Isaac), three of the East
Timorese named above, have been brought
to trial at Dili District Court. Two others
are due to be brought to trial on 21 or 22
June, probably from among the group of
those named above. Of those arrested and
detained in East Timor, some are believed to
have now been released.
According to reports none of the three
have been accompanied by legal counsel,
either during interrogation or during their
trial. Pedro Fatima Tilman and Miguel were
arrested on 3 May after they had taken part
in a peaceful pro-independence demonstration in front of the Mahkota Hotel in Dili
during a visit to East Timor by foreign journalists. Isaac is believed to have been arrested at around the same time, also for
taking part in the demonstration.
While the exact legislation under which
the three have been charged remains unknown, they have probably been charged
under Article 154 or 155 of the Indonesian
Criminal Code, which define the expression
of hostility toward the government as a
criminal offence. The state prosecutor has
apparently demanded four years' imprisonment for each of the defendants.
FURTHER RECOMMENDED
ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express and airmail letters in English or your own language:
- expressing concern that five East
Timorese, including Pedro Fatima Tilman,
Miguel and Isaac, are being tried and may be
imprisoned because of peacefully demonstrating against the Indonesian presence in
East Timor;
- expressing further concern that the defendants have been tried in contravention of
both Indonesian and international law, including by being denied access to legal counsel of their own choosing;

- URGING THE INDONESIAN
GOVERNMENT TO
IMMEDIATELY RELEASE ALL
THOSE DETAINED SOLELY
FOR PEACEFUL POLITICAL
ACTIVITIES. EAST TIMOR AN
INDONESIAN INTELLECTUAL
SPEAKS OUT
Papers and statements by George J. Aditjondro
A Development Dossier published by
AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL FOR
OVERSEAS AID

May 1994, 76 pages Introduction by
Herb Feith, Monash University
---------------------------------------------------------------------I would like to purchase ___ copy/ies of
EAST TIMOR: AN INDONESIAN
INTELLECTUAL SPEAKS OUT at
AUD$8.00 a copy (postage included).
Name:____________________________
___________________________________
___ Address:_______________________________
________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
_
I enclose a cash/cheque (payable to
ACFOA) for AUD$_______
Send to: ACFOA Human Rights Office,
124 Napier Street, Fitzroy 3065 Australia
Tel: (61 3) 417 7505 Fax: (61 3) 416 2746

ACTION ALERT FROM THE
EAST TIMOR ACTION
NETWORK/US
June 21, 1994

SUPPORT CONDITIONS ON U.S.
ARMS SALES TO INDONESIA: NO
USE OF U.S.-SUPPLIED WEAPONS
IN EAST TIMOR
Last week, the Senate Appropriations
Committee passed the foreign aid appropriations bill and included a prohibition
against the use in East Timor of U.S. weapons sold to Indonesia. This provision applies to future government-to-government
arms sales, and will send a powerful message to Jakarta.
The bill (H.R.4426*) - the "Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Bill, 1995" - will
come to the full Senate in the next week or
two. Supporters of Indonesia may challenge
the East Timor on the floor, and we should
be ready.
Please call or fax your Senators today.
Ask them to support the bill's provision
prohibiting use of U.S.-supplied arms in
East Timor, because of the ongoing, severe
human rights violations there and because
such use violates the treaty between the
U.S. and Indonesia on the use of U.S.- supplied weapons (see below).
All Senators can be reached through the
Congressional Switchboard: (202)224-3121.
The mailing address is U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510.
Please contact ETAN for more information and to report the results of your calls.
* Senate appropriations bills retain their
House designation numbers. The version of
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the bill passed by the House last month
includes language barring Indonesia from
purchasing military training from the United
States. We hope that both Indonesia-related
clauses will be included by the HouseSenate Conference Committee later this
year, but the current need is to support the
Senate Committee's ban on weapons use.
Excerpt from: "MUTUAL DEFENSE
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND
INDONESIA ON EQUIPMENT,
MATERIALS, AND SERVICES"
(Agreement effected by exchange of notes
signed at Jakarta August 13, 1958; Entered
into force August 13, 1958)
"...2. (A) Any weapons or other military
equipment or services purchased by the
Government of Indonesia from the Government of the United States shall be used by
the Government of Indonesia solely for
legitimate national self- defense, and it is
self-evident that the Government of Indonesia, as a member of the United Nations Organization, interprets the term `legitimate
national self-defense' within the scope of the
United Nations Charter as excluding an act
of aggression against any other state." [Treaties and Other International Acts, Series
4095]"
The United Nations, in two Security
Council resolutions [R.384(1975) and
R.389(1976)] and eight General Assembly
resolutions on the invasion and occupation
of East Timor, concluded that Indonesia was
in violation of the UN Charter and was engaged in an act of aggression. At the time of
the 1975 invasion, the State Department
legal office reached the same conclusion and
said that the treaty was being violated.

LEAFLET "ATTACK" AND
MANILA MEETING
by MAGGIE HELWIG
[*] There has been an upsurge of activity
from the unarmed resistance in East Timor
in recent months; and a corresponding increase in Indonesian military repression.
According to sources in the resistance, more
than 100 people were arrested during May
and early June alone; we know the names of
only a few. Those whose names we do not
know are at particular risk of "disappearance".
In mid-April, the Indonesian government
organised a closely-supervised tour of foreign journalists to East Timor. Despite
heavy military presence, student activists
twice staged small demonstrations, waving
handmade banners and shouting "Viva
Timor Leste" in front of the hotel where the
journalists were staying, and in the yard of
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the Motael Church in Dili. Five young men
who took part -- Lucas Santos, and four
others -- were later arrested and are still
being held. And when the journalists were
taken to Dili's Becora Prison, some of the
nonviolent activists who are still being held
after the Santa Cruz massacre of November
1991 (see the Prisoners for Peace list, Peace
News December 1992), shouted out information about how prisoners were being kept
in solitary confinement and tortured.
In early May, ten activists were arrested
because, according to the Indonesian military, they were organising a demonstration
to take place in Dili on 6 May, the same day
the foreign ministers of Indonesia and Portugal were meeting in Geneva to discuss
East Timor.
Resistance actions later in May were
scheduled to coincide with the first conference on East Timor in the Asia-Pacific region, organised by a coalition of Philippine
and international groups and set to take
place in Manila from 31 May to 4 June. On
20 May, Jose Antonio Neves, an important
member of the unarmed Timorese resistance
in Java, was arrested while trying to mail a
letter to the conference organisers. Then on
29 May, an incident occurred which Indonesian military sources described as a "Fretilin
attack" and "a terrorist action ... they were
ambushing people on the street, going into
people's homes." However, when the army
sources were pressed for details, it became
clear that the "terrorist action" had in fact
been a massive distribution of leaflets
throughout Dili. The Indonesian military
commander in East Timor claims that some
300 people took part; even allowing for
exaggeration, that means that this was the
largest resistance action since the Santa Cruz
demonstration. Most of the arrests during
the last month seem to have been the result
of this action; it is also possible that one of
the organisers has been murdered, though
details are still scanty and unconfirmed.
Finally, in a development probably related in part to the journalists' visit and in
part to the growing strength of the clandestine resistance, the Santa Cruz prisoners in
Dili "disappeared". After days of terror for
their families, it was discovered that they
had been abruptly transferred to a prison in
Central Java. Many of these prisoners have
been receiving regular letters from around
the world, from Peace News readers and
others, and this too may have contributed to
the sudden and secretive transfer. It is also
likely that the upcoming visit of the UN
Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial Execution was a factor, and that the authorities
wanted to ensure that these prisoners could
not speak to the Rapporteur.
Meanwhile, the Asia-Pacific Conference
on East Timor (APCET) was having prob-
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lems of its own. The Indonesian government, determined that the conference should
not take place, started exerting massive economic sanctions on the Philippines, whose
economy is heavily dependent on Indonesia,
until Philippine President Fidel Ramos
agreed to ban foreigners from attending,
released a list naming some 30 people who
were to be stopped at the airport, including
Carmel Budiardjo and Liem Soei Liong of
the London-based human rights group
TAPOL. Nevertheless, about 25 foreign
delegates got into Manila posing as tourists;
ten of them held a press conference and
immediately had their visas rescinded and
arrest and deportation warrants issued
against them.
The next day, when the conference officially opened, the foreign delegates were
escorted into the building by a human ring of
several hundred Philippine activists, and
were accompanied for much of the time by a
circle of priests and nuns. Police surrounded
the building, but made no attempt to carry
out arrests. After several days -- during
which the ten refused to attend their scheduled deportation hearings -- the Philippine
government admitted defeat and renewed all
the rescinded visas.
One of the ten foreigners who faced arrest and deportation was Sharon Scharfe, of
the East Timor Alert Network in Ottawa,
Canada. "APCET was an incredible experience," she says. "With the Indonesian government trying to keep the event from happening, and failing that, to keep the international presence from attending, they actually
raised the profile of the issue of East Timor.
Now everybody in the Philippines knows
what the issues at stake are with East Timor
-- and most of the people I spoke with
(ranging from taxi cab drivers to a Senator)
are sympathetic."
Asia-Pacific Coalition for East Timor, 2
Matulungin Street, Central District, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines.
Letters asking for the release of nonviolent Timorese activists arrested in recent
months can be sent to: Minister of Justice
Haji Utoyo Usman SH, Menteri Kehakiman, Jl. Rasuna Said Kav 6-7, Kuningan,
Jakarta Selatan, Indonesia, fax +62-21-3141625, to Brigadier-General R Adang
Ruchiatna, Pangdam IX/Udayana, Markas
Besar KODAM IX Udayana, Denpasar,
Bali, Indonesia, and to the Indonesian embassy in your country.
Please await further information on
prison addresses for Gregorio da Cunha
Saldana, Francisco Miranda Branco, Filomeno da Silva Pereira, Jacinto das Neves
Raimundo Alves, Juvencio de Jesus Martins
and Saturnino da Costa Belo -- all of whom
have been transferred from Dili.

INDONESIA BANS THREE
LEADING MAGAZINES
JAKARTA, June 21 (Reuter) - Indonesia
banned on Tuesday three leading magazines,
accusing them of publishing articles beyond
their licences and creating conflict, the official Antara news agency said. It quoted
Subrata, director general of press and publications, as saying the three weeklies -Detik, Editor and Tempo -- had lost their
licences to publish after failing to heed previous warnings. "These three media have
been warned several times, but they didn't
take notice of the government's warnings," it
quoted Subrata as saying. The news agency
did not say when the ban took effect. Journalists contacted at Tempo and Editor said
they had received copies of the Antara report but had not yet been informed officially of the ban. Last week Indonesia said a
year-old period of unprecedented press
freedom would continue but warned journalists to adhere to what it called ethical reporting after recent coverage of politics
drew fire from senior officials. Media
sources said they had expected action. Diplomats said the ban would be a setback for
the media and Indonesia's efforts to open up
political debate under long-time president
Suharto. "It will be a big upset to the media
here generally... It says a lot for openness,"
said one. The three magazines have been at
the forefront of broader coverage of controversial activities of senior serving or former
ministers, including the controversial purchase of 39 warships by Suharto's protégé
Jusuf Habibie. Detik's licence to cover legal
and criminal issues was issued in 1986 but it
was reborn last year as a tabloid known for
its daring coverage of sensitive political
matters. With a circulation of more 450,000,
it is by far the most popular of the three.
Tempo has a circulation of 200,000, while
Editor sells 87,000 copies a week. Harmoko
said last weekend that newspapers reporting
on a conflict among officials over the controversial purchase of 39 former East German warships would be "sanctioned". The
deal sparked a debate among military officials over costs. Finance Minister Mar'ie
Muhammad approved only part of the $1.1
billion sought by Research and Technology
Minister Jusuf Habibie for the purchase and
local refit of the ships. Under Indonesian
press laws, the Information Ministry can
revoke the licence of publications. The last
ban was issued in 1990 when the Monitor
tabloid published an article considered blasphemous to Moslems. Publications have
also written in depth about an ongoing bank
trial linking former ministers and state bank
directors with a businessman in the disap-
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pearance of some $430 million from state
bank Bapindo.
[Comment -- although there is a huge
amount of coverage and reaction to the banning of the magazines, East Timor Documents can only include a few articles.]

LIFT THE BAN ON THREE
LEADING INDONESIAN
WEEKLIES
Urgent Action from TAPOL, the Indonesia
Human Rights Campaign, on 22 June 1994:
On 21 June 1994, the Indonesian Government banned the country's three major
weeklies TEMPO, EDITOR and DeTik.
This outrageous attack on freedom of the
press comes in an era when the president,
General Suharto, has frequently talked about
'greater openness'. For the press however,
there are caveats: the need for 'responsible
journalism' and giving primacy to 'national
interests'.
TEMPO, the oldest of the journals, has a
circulation of 200,000. EDITOR, launched
eleven years ago, has a circulation of 87,000.
DeTik which started to appear in its present, punchy format dealing stridently with
a range of political issues two years ago, has
soared in popularity, with a circulation of
450,000.
The issue which led to this assault on the
press is a vigorous discussion in the press
over a controversial deal, concluded by the
czar of Indonesia's armaments industry, B.J.
Habibie, to purchase 39 mothballed warships from the former East German navy.
Although the deal has been portrayed as a
bargain purchase at knock-down prices,
Habibie presented a huge bill for reequipping and refurbishing the ships, bringing extensive business to the companies
under his command and raising suspicions of
kickbacks for Habibie and the Suharto family. Habibie's budget was strongly opposed
by the Finance Minister, Ma'rie Muhammad.
As public pressure on Habibie grew, Suharto warned on 9 June that he would take
action against sections of the press for targeting Habibie: "We cannot let them carry
on like this. If they are deaf to warnings, we
will take action against them." Suharto also
revealed that in its early stages, the deal was
a secret between himself and Germany's
Chancellor Kohl. Habibie who trained as an
engineer in Germany and reached a senior
executive position in Germany's armaments
company, MBB, has extensive personal ties
with the German armaments industry, politicians and businessmen.
Seeping through reporting of the warship
deal are hints that one contentious issue

with the Germans was the likelihood that
the ships might be used against East Timor.
The deal is also known to have angered
the Indonesian armed forces (ABRI) who
were apparently not consulted. Animosity
between ABRI and Habibie is long-standing.
Perhaps the most destabilising aspect of the
reporting about the warships is that it highlights deep rifts within the regime between
Suharto's civilian cronies and ABRI.
But other developments threatening the
stability of the Suharto regime have been
reported in the press, and not only by the
three journals now banned: a banking scandal involving a US$420 million credit to an
obscure businessman supported by topranking government officials, a new even
more open-door policy on foreign investment, and the fiasco of Suharto's attempt to
force the Philippine president to ban a conference on East Timor in Manila earlier this
month. On 2 June, EDITOR published an
interview of the Indonesian academic,
George Aditjondro, strongly criticising the
government's intervention in Manila and
discussing the political machinations by
Suharto's eldest daughter to undermine Portugal's support for self-determination for
East Timor.
Newspaper proprietors and journalists
fear that many more papers could lose their
licences soon, unless they knuckle under and
modify their reporting. After a period of
more open criticism, docility is certain to
take over. There is no time limit to the bans.
TEMPO editor, Mohamad Gunawan said
yesterday: "It will be for ever, at least until
there is a change of personalities upstairs."
Others feel that there will be strong pressure
on the banned journals to conform by giving
undertakings of loyalty to the regime as the
ban will also put hundreds of journalists out
of work. Hence, the need for pressure on
Jakarta to lift the bans is urgent.

AID DONORS TO MEET NEXT
MONTH
On 7-8 July, western donors led by the
World Bank will attend a meeting of the
Consultative Group on Indonesia (CGI) in
Paris to fix this year's financial bonanza for
the Indonesian regime. Last year, the Group
allocated over US$5 billion in economic
assistance. (With a foreign debt of US$90
billion, Indonesia is the second largest
debtor worldwide.) This is an opportunity
to put pressure on governments who will be
at the Paris meeting to call on Jakarta to end
the bans and restore press freedom immediately, as a condition for further economic
assistance. Virtually all European countries
attend as members or observers, as well as
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Japan, the US, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand.
BACKGROUND
1. The bans are in violation of Article 19
of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights: "Everyone shall have the
right to freedom of expression; this right
shall include freedom to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas of all kinds,
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print..."
2. The bans are also in violation of Indonesia's Basic Press Law 21/1982 which excludes the use of censorship and bans
against the press (Article 4). However, all
publications are required to obtain a licence
(SUIPP or Press Publication Business Permit). A licence is issued by the Ministry of
Information.
3. In 1984, Information Minister H.
Harmoko issued a ministerial decree giving
himself powers to withdraw a SIUPP from a
publication that "no longer reflects a
healthy, free and responsible press". Journalists and human rights groups have campaigned for the repeal of this decree which is
in contravention of the 1982 Basic Press
Law and the Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation has filed a case with the Supreme Court
for a judicial review of the decree.
4. Information Minister Harmoko who is
now serving his third term in the post has
rebuffed all such moves. One of the most
trusted of Suharto's ministers, he was last
year chosen to become chair of the regime's
political party, GOLKAR.
5. The Indonesian government has for
many years operated a 'telephone culture',
warning newspapers of issues that should
be or may not be reported. The phones have
been hard at work in the past weeks as the
Information Ministry has admitted that the
banned publications were warned repeatedly
of overstepping the mark.
6. A number of periodicals have been
banned or suspended since the mid-1980s.
Sinar Harapan, a major daily, was banned in
1986 for publishing news about exportimport regulations (it eventually reappeared in a new guise, Suara Pembaruan);
the daily Prioritas was banned in 1987 also
for publishing sensitive economic news; a
popular tabloid, Monitor, was banned in
1990 and its editor sentenced to five years
for 'insulting Islam'; the weekly magazine
Expo was banned in 1984 for publishing the
names of a hundred Indonesian millionaires;
and the economic journal EKUIN, was
banned in 1983 for publishing a story about
Indonesia's decision to cut oil prices.
7. TEMPO was briefly suspended in
April 1982 during the general elections and
was only allowed to resume publication
after giving firm undertakings of 'good behaviour'.
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ACTION REQUESTED
Please protest to the following, calling for
the immediate lifting of the three bans:
President Suharto, Istana Negara, Jl Veteran, Jakarta, Indonesia Fax: c/o Foreign
Ministry: +62-21 36 7782
Mr H. Harmoko, Minister of Information, Jl Medan Merdeka Barat, 9, Jakarta,
Indonesia Fax: +62-21 34-1534 or 36 7782
(c/o Foreign Ministry)
Please write also to your own government if it is likely to be attending the CGI
meeting in Paris, calling for strong pressure
on Jakarta to lift the bans and end further
assaults on press freedom as a condition for
further economic backing to Indonesia.
Send copies of your protests to:
Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation, Jalan
Diponegoro, 74, Jakarta, Indonesia Fax:
+62-21 330140
TAPOL, the Indonesia Human Rights
Campaign

AI UA242/94 INDONESIA
TORTURE FEAR
EXTERNAL (for general distribution) AI
Index: ASA 21/24/94 Distr: UA/SC
UA 242/94 Arbitrary detention / 22 June
1994 Fear of torture
INDONESIA Jannes Hutahaen, workers'
rights activist Parlin Manihuruk, workers'
rights activist Muchtar Pakpahan, trade
union leader Maiyasyak Johan, human
rights lawyer
The four men named above, all of them
officials of non-governmental organizations
campaigning for workers' rights, have recently been accused of "incitement" in connection with a wave of labour unrest in
Medan, North Sumatra in April 1994. It is
expected that all four will be charged under
Article 160 of the Indonesian Criminal
Code, which carries a maximum sentence of
six years in jail.
Jannes Hutahaen and Parlin Manihuruk
were abducted in Jakarta on the evening of
13 June by police officers from Medan, but
it is not known where they are being held.
Amnesty International fears that they may
be denied access to legal counsel during interrogation, and may therefore be subjected
to ill-treatment or other forms of duress.
Muchtar Pakpahan was questioned by
Medan police for three days starting on 14
June; he has now been temporarily released
but is due to report for further questioning
on 23 June. Maiyasyak Johan has been
under intensive interrogation at Medan police headquarters (Poltabes Medan) since 18
June. He has been accompanied by lawyers
throughout and there have been no reports
of ill-treatment.
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Amnesty International fears that the
charges against the four may have been
brought in order to prevent them from
carrying out their non-violent activities on
behalf of workers, and to intimidate others
from engaging in similar work. It believes
that, if convicted, they would be prisoners
of conscience.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Maiyasyak Johan is a human rights lawyer and Executive Director of the Indonesian
Institute for Children Advocacy (LAAI),
which works on behalf of child labourers
and other workers. Muchtar Pakpahan is the
National Chairman of an independent trade
union (SBSI) not recognized by the government, many of whose members have been
subjected to intimidation and arbitrary arrest
in recent months. Jannes Hutahaen is an
officer of the Medan-based labour rights
organization Kelompok Pelita Sejahtera, and
Parlin Manihuruk is an officer of a nongovernmental organization called Pondokan
also based in Medan.
The four men join more than 80 other
workers and activists from the Medan area
charged in connection with the labour unrest
in mid-April. Those in custody include five
officials of SBSI-Medan whom Amnesty
International believes may be prisoners of
conscience arrested solely for their nonviolent trade union activities. (For further
information see Indonesia: Labour Activists
Under Fire, ASA 21/10/94) May 1994.)
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please
send telegrams/faxes/express and airmail
letters either in English or in your own language:
- expressing concern that Maiyasyak
Johan, Muchtar Pakpahan, Jannes Hutahaen
and Parlin Manihuruk have been detained
and may be charged with "incitement" under
Article 160 of the Criminal Code (KUHP),
apparently in connection with their nonviolent activities on behalf of workers;
- asking where Jannes Hutahaen and Parlin Manihuruk are being detained, and seeking assurances that they are accompanied by
legal counsel of their choice at all stages of
interrogation, as required under the Indonesian Code of Criminal Procedure (KUHAP),
and that they are being treated in accordance
with international standards while in detention;
- urging that all those detained in the
Medan area since April 1994 solely for their
non-violent trade union activities be released
promptly and unconditionally.
APPEALS TO
Kolonel (Pol.) Drs Chairuddin Ismail
[Salutation: Dear Colonel] Kapoltabes
Medan Jalan Durian Medan, Sumatera Utara
Indonesia Telegrams: Kapoltabes Medan,
Sumatera Utara, Indonesia

Mayjen (TNI) A. Pranowo [Salutation:
Dear Major General] Panglima KODAM
I/BB Jalan Binjai Medan, Sumatera Utara
Indonesia Telegrams: Pangdam I/BB,
Medan, Sumatera Utara, Indonesia
Ali Said S.H. [Salutation: Dear Chairman] Ketua Komisi Nasional Hak Azasi
Manusia Jalan Veteran No.11 Jakarta Indonesia Faxes: +62-21-3141625 Telegrams:
Ketua KOMNAS HAM/Jakarta/Indonesia
PLEASE SEND COPIES OF YOUR
APPEALS TO: His Excellency Mr Junus
Effendy Habibie, Embassy of Indonesia, 38
Grosvenor Square, London W1X 9AD
[Please see the responses to this topic for
the addresses of diplomatic representatives
in other countries]
PLEASE SEND APPEALS
IMMEDIATELY. Please do not send appeals after 3 August 1994.

`EAST TIMOR WILL BE FREE'
Green Left #147, June 15, 1994
By Jon Land
The first Asia Pacific Conference on East
Timor (APCET), held in Manila, brought
together representatives of human rights and
solidarity organisations from across the
world to speak out against the continued
illegal occupation of East Timor by Indonesia. The repeated attempts by the Indonesian and Philippines governments to stop
APCET from going ahead was defeated by
the mobilisation of Filipino progressive and
left forces, which were central to the organisation and building of the conference.
In the lead-up to APCET, the Indonesian
government threatened to withdraw 19 billion pesos worth of investment, detained
Filipino fishing vessels and issued a range of
other diplomatic threats. In response, President Ramos of the Philippines acquiesced
and banned the entry of all foreigners
attending the conference. He also issued
deportation orders for 10 of the 30 or so
international participants who had
succeeded in entering the Philippines. The
APCET organising committee had a court
order issued against it by a shonky private
group, Philippines-Indonesia Society Inc,
made up of business people and former
generals with close ties to Ramos. This
injunction was overturned by the Supreme
Court on the day the conference started.
The Filipino press lashed out at Ramos
over the handling of the affair, which was
also covered extensively by international
news services. According to Joel Saracho,
media spokesperson for the conference, this
was a "publicity coup, compliments of Indonesia".
APCET was held at the University of the
Philippines from May 31 to June 4. Partici-

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

pants were able to discuss and plan a new
international campaign for the independence
of East Timor. While it will involve the vast
network of solidarity groups worldwide, the
campaign will be centred in the Philippines,
building on the strong and broad support for
East Timor among the Filipino left and progressive movements.
Speakers came from diverse backgrounds:
students, academics, clergy, members of
parliament and representatives of worker
and human rights organisations. Renato
Constantino Jr, chairperson of the APCET
organising committee, spoke of the similarity between East Timor and the Philippines
in the struggle against colonialism and later
against imperialism.
"The Philippines ... due to its colonial
history, looks at itself and the world
through American blue eyes. It is in this
context that it is important for Filipinos to
locate East Timor, its people and their
struggle.
"The struggle in East Timor calls on freedom-loving peoples to support their just
cause. But in addition to moral and humanitarian imperatives, valid enough reasons to
elicit solidarity, we see the East Timorese
people's struggle as a source of strength in
our own struggle for freedom, justice and
democracy. We see similarities and lessons
that may help contribute to our efforts to
reawaken our slumbering mass memory and
add flame to our struggle against imperialism
and neo-colonialism. In turn, we hope that
our own efforts towards liberation will similarly inspire the Maubere people to resolutely keep their struggle for self determination.
"In the concrete, the Philippine broad
progressive movement is thus prepared to
host an international conference on East
Timor not only to bring further attention to
the issue but to bring East Timor to Asia,
particularly South-East Asia, which has
remained largely silent.
"While it is fully our intention to bring
into the conference the active participation
of mainstream political parties and prominent Filipino personalities, the core of our
conference organising group (which will
subsequently be converted into a Filipino
solidarity network for East Timor) is initially composed of all the major progressive
political tendencies, parliamentarians of the
street.
"I cannot underscore enough the fact that
these groups have different visions and ideological perspectives. But I must equally
stress the fact that all are prepared to subsume these differences to points of unity.
All are prepared to seek out areas of common concern to work out common goals.
And in spite of their contradictions, all are
actively seeking to reach consensus on vari-

ous issues and at different levels and act
together. The East Timor question is one
such basis of unity."
Excerpts from a speech by Nino Konis
Santana, head of the Executive Council/Armed Front within East Timor, were
read out to the conference, outlining the
importance of a just and negotiated solution
to achieve peace and independence.
"For the past 18 years, the situation in
East Timor has been without a solution. In
view of the inability of the United Nations
to implement its own resolutions since
1982, in accordance with General Assembly
Resolution 37/30, the secretary general was
mandated to mediate the conflict. However,
the people of East Timor remain on the
sidelines of this diplomatic process.
"History has its own development dynamic. The dynamic of the histories of conflict in the world point to dialogue as the
means most effective to resolve the differences among countries. Friends and enemies
resort to dialogue to resolve their conflicts.
"The people of East Timor are aware that
any attitude of inflexibility by the extremists will not favour a solution to the problem of East Timor. For this reason our
method of struggle is based on moderation
and flexibility, based on complete openness
for dialogue. However, the Indonesian regime remains defiant, inflexible and arrogant.
We remain ready to enter into a process of
dialogue without preconditions with the
view to exploring every possible solution
beneficial to all parties involved.
"To overcome the deadlock, the National
Council of Maubere Resistance [CNRM]
presented a comprehensive peace plan
which offers Indonesia an honourable way
out of the quagmire. This peace plan was
articulated by the CNRM special representative, Jose Ramos Horta, in an address to
the European Union in Brussels in April
1992, the Council on Foreign Relations in
New York in May 1992 and to the United
Nations."
Jose Ramos Horta was one of those on a
black list of 40 people which the Philippines government barred from entering the
country. Others included: Jose Luis Guterres, the chairperson of Fretilin External
Delegation; Joao Carrascalão, chairperson of
UDT (Timorese Democratic Union); Danielle Mitterrand, wife of the president of
France; and Carmel Budiardjo from the British human rights group Tapol.
Horta questioned Indonesia's reaction to
the conference. "Why is the Indonesian
government so afraid of dealing with the
truth, to the point of responding with the
present embarrassing hysteria?
"All along we had welcomed the participation of high level Indonesian officials,
including the Indonesian foreign minister, at
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the conference, so as to provide them a platform to present their views. Are they so
lacking in arguments, that they can only
respond by brutally blackmailing the Philippines, trampling on its sovereignty and
dignity? The list of foreign conferees banned
by President Ramos further proves Indonesian interference in the conduct of Filipino
affairs. Why are no East Timorese collaborators of Jakarta named among those banned?"
A statement read out to the conference
from Guterres was also strongly critical of
the role played by the Indonesian and Philippines governments. "We condemn the
Indonesian government's expansionist and
dictatorial policy of using generals and politicians of other ASEAN countries as their
army corporals and puppets. We strongly
denounce the Indonesian economic blackmail
against the Philippines, but Fretilin deplores
the failure of General Ramos' government to
resist the Indonesian generals' dictates.
"As a south-east Asian and Pacific country, we would like to apply in the future for
membership of ASEAN. But we believe that
ASEAN has to be an organisation of sovereign states, and not an Indonesian bantustan.
We would like economic growth for all its
people, but not at the cost of slavery and
underpaid workers and peasants."
Ines Almeida, an East Timorese from
Australia and representative for the East
Timor Relief Association in Sydney, was
one of the international participants who
managed to avoid deportation and speak at
APCET. She noted the impact the Dili massacre had internationally in getting Indonesia
to take part in negotiations.
"One of the events which highlighted the
question of East Timor in the international
arena was undoubtedly the infamous massacre of Santa Cruz, November 12, 1991. The
blood shed by those courageous Timorese
has maintained the focus on East Timor as it
never happened before.
"The tragedy continues, however. As I
am speaking to you here, I believe Timorese
are being arrested somewhere in East Timor.
On May 29, newspapers in Portugal published a report received from the clandestine
front in East Timor claiming that 10
Timorese were captured and tortured by the
Indonesian troops. Their names were given
and the group accused as having been responsible in the preparation of protests
leading to the May 6 talks in Geneva. According to the document, these were not the
only arrests that took place. So we can expect more bad news soon.
"Dr George Aditjondro, an Indonesian
scholar and university lecturer in research
methodology, in his interview pertaining to
this conference, published by the Indonesian
magazine, the Editor, said the following:
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"`The foreign ministry [of Indonesia] has
recently signed a communiqué in Geneva
[May 6 talks] saying that we [Indonesia] are
ready to have dialogue with anti-integration
groups. On the other hand, there have been
arrests in Java of anti-integration people.
The commander of Korem [Indonesian military command] in Dili has said that if the
clandestine emerge, `I will crush them'.
Crushing people is quite different from dialogue, isn't it? This week people were arrested in Malang.'
"These are words of an Indonesian patriot who is clearly conscious of the need to
look seriously into the question of a solution for East Timor.
"This is perhaps the point I will focus on
today. There is a peace plan devised by
CNRM. It is a comprehensive plan which
envisaged several stages through which a
gradual withdrawal of the Indonesian armed
forces and civil servants will proceed, and
ultimately, a referendum will be held in order to safeguard the universal rights of the
people of East Timor, especially the fundamental rights to self-determination and independence. The entire process is to be held
under the auspices of the United Nations
and, when necessary, with the conditions
and infrastructures created by the UN itself.
"The rationale upon which this peace
plan was conceived is the fact that militarily
we, the Timorese, can not realistically force
the Indonesian military to withdraw from
East Timor. However, our national leader,
Xanana Gusmão himself, has stated in the
faked trial he was subjected to in Dili last
year, that Indonesia must now be prepared
to accept that it had lost the political battle
in East Timor.
"Since then, Xanana's statement was recently supported by the Indonesian armed
forces commander in East Timor, Colonel
Johnny Lumintang. He said in a recent interview with the Jakarta-based foreign journalists, `It is true that we have not got the
sympathy of the people. The problem is
not settled.' His senior, the regional commander, Major General Adang Ruchiatana,
described East Timor `as a pebble in Indonesia's shoe', and added that his armed
forces needed more time to `change the mentality of the people' from a climate of fear.
"It is clear that the Indonesian military
fear that a referendum will not swing the
pendulum to their side. It is a matter of fact
that after almost 20 years resisting this barbaric military occupation, few (if any)
Timorese will vote for integration if it is
done through a genuine act of selfdetermination, whereby the people will
freely be given the chance to choose their
future."
Pro-democracy and human rights organisations within Indonesia are increasing their

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

activity on the issue of East Timor. The
recently formed Peoples Democratic Union,
a national organisation of student, worker
and peasant groups, stated in its founding
declaration strong support for the independence and democratic rights of the East
Timorese nation.
Another human rights organisation,
Yayasan Pijar, which has also campaigned
on East Timor, was able to send (at great
risk) representatives to APCET and received a warm reception on addressing the
conference.
"Our primary reason for coming to this
conference is to extend our solidarity to the
peoples of the world in winning justice and
peace. Our first commitment is to justice:
that the people of East Timor should have
the opportunity to determine their own fate.
Only then can there be peace between Indonesia and East Timor and the violence which
has cost so many lives can be ended.
"We are here in this conference because
we cannot refuse to see that East Timor is
part of the democratic and human rights
struggle in Indonesia. Violence, repression
and coercion in East Timor must be stopped
in the name of our humanity, in the name of
the victims who have fallen on both sides.
The cries of children who have lost their
fathers and mothers, their relatives, is the
same everywhere, in East Timor and in Indonesia."
This sentiment of solidarity and determination was very much the central theme for
the conference, according to Max Lane from
the Australian group AKSI - Indonesia Solidarity Action.
"There is one thing certain of the efforts
of those who organised and attended this
conference and that of the struggle of the
East Timorese people - East Timor will be
free.
"They are united in their commitment to
see that the issue of East Timor remains on
the international agenda, despite all attempts
by Indonesia, backed by influential Western
nations such as Australia, Great Britain and
the US, to force otherwise."

WHAT EAST TIMOR
CONFERENCE ACHIEVED
Green Left #147, June 15, 1994
Five hundred Filipinos and 51 international participants attended the Asia Pacific
East Timor Conference in Manila between
May 31 and June 4. Green Left Weekly
spoke to one of the Australian participants,
MAX LANE, who was in Manila
representing AKSI - Indonesia Solidarity
Action.
Question: Many people thought the conference would not go ahead after the Ramos
government moved to prevent foreigners

attending. What was the conference like in
the end?
The conference was always going to go
ahead. The conveners group in the Philippines comprises most of the major progressive mass organisations as well as many
individuals with a long history of struggle
for democracy, including during the Marcos
dictatorship. There is no way that they
would ever give in to Ramos' bullying or
bluffing.
Question: What about the attempts to
keep out foreign participants?
They were able to keep out several
prominent East Timorese leaders in exile.
But there is no way the government could
keep out everybody. There were scores of
solidarity activists around the world who
were planning to come, and neither the
Ramos nor Suharto governments are efficient enough to be able to keep tabs on everybody.
Many people insisted on coming even
when they knew that they would be deported at the airport. This too resulted in
extra media coverage for the conference and
the East Timor issue. The media were always at the airport to cover the deportations.
Question: What do you think were the
main achievements of the conference?
First of all, the Philippines progressive
movement has been consolidated as a base
for ongoing solidarity with the East
Timorese people. And, in fact, the base goes
beyond the progressive movement now.
The enormous publicity connected with
the conference, the many feature articles and
TV profiles on East Timor, mean that a
quite sizeable section of the Philippines
public now has a very solid understanding
of the issue and a strong sympathy for the
plight of the East Timorese people. Ines
Almeida, an East Timorese from the East
Timor Relief Association who gave a very
rousing speech at the conference, is now a
very popular personality in the country.
Question: What will the Filipino groups
being doing next?
The conveners will, I think, transform
themselves into a solidarity movement for
East Timor. This will make the Philippines
East Timor solidarity movement possibly
the strongest in the world. It will have the
backing of all the major mass organisations.
And then there is the prospect of a miniconference or other actions to coincide with
the holding of a big trade convention in Davao City [in southern Mindanao], which
will be attracting many Indonesian businesses. This is the trade convention which
had to be cancelled because the Suharto
government ordered Indonesian business
people not to attend.
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The Philippines will now be an excellent
base for conducting Asia-wide campaigns in
support of East Timor.
APCET set up an Asian Pacific Coalition
on East Timor, also to be known as
APCET. An interim council was established
with representatives from most parts of the
region. Graham Pitts, from Friends of East
Timor in Perth, and myself, from AKSI in
Sydney, are representing Australia for the
time being. Other regions represented so far
include Japan and East Asia, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore, South Asia, and Indonesia.
It is hoped that many more groups in the
region will also join APCET so that we can
start planning regional campaigns. In the
meantime, most groups want to coordinate
the November 12 commemorations of the
1991 Dili massacre.

TAPOL URGES UK GOV’T TO
PROTEST
TAPOL has written today, 22 June, to the
British Foreign Secretary, Douglas Hurd,
calling on the British Government to protest
to Indonesia about the banning of three Indonesian weeklies. The text of the letter follows:
Dear Mr Hurd,
May I as a matter of urgency call on you
to protest without delay to the Indonesian
Government for its decision to ban three
leading weeklies, TEMPO, EDITOR, and
DeTik. This is an outrageous violation of
freedom of the press, for which there can be
no justification at all. The journals were
engaged in reporting issues of considerable
public interest and have been punished for
daring to highlight a controversy within
government circles about the purchase of
German warships. The decision to clamp
down on the three journals is a violation of
Article 19 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, and also of Indonesia's own Basic Press Law of 1982.
All three journals are highly respected for
their reporting and each enjoy a huge readership.
The British Government has often declared its adherence to the principles of good
governance and human rights in countries to
which it provides economic assistance. It
will be taking part next month in the meeting
in Paris of the Consultative Group on Indonesia. In TAPOL's opinion, this provides
the Government with an excellent opportunity to make it clear well in advance of the
meeting that Indonesia cannot expect to
enjoy largesse from countries like Britain if
it so crudely tramples on freedom of the
press.

May we have your assurance that the Indonesian Government will be urged to lift
the ban on the three journals without delay
and cease to threaten other periodicals by
means of warnings and bans.
Yours sincerely,
Carmel Budiardjo

IN: PRESS BAN -- WHAT IS TO
BE DONE?
From Gerry van Klinken, June 23
Friends,
We've all been impressed with the quality
of Indonesia's weeklies, I had even begun to
think the market they have created would
now be such as to make press 'openness'
indispensable and hence perhaps irreversible. Shows how wrong you can be. My
analysis - let's hear what you think - is that
this has come from Suharto, not from ABRI.
The warning from Harmoko a couple of
days ago sounded ominous, and followed
the extraordinary defence of Habibie by
Suharto over the 39 East German ships.
Conflict between ABRI and the Palace appeared to have reached some sort of climax
over this issue, so much so that Suharto felt
he had to take sides openly rather than see
his protégé receive a public mauling at the
combined hands of ABRI and the Finance
Department. The secrecy surrounding the
ships deal suggests perhaps a lot may have
been about to come out that didn't favour
Habibie. The fact that the Finance Department (Mar'ie Muhammad) has become involved against Habibie in this issue also
boded ill for the President. Another issue
where a similar dynamic appears to be at
work - technocrats who up till now have
been the President's main source of legitimacy turning against him - is Bapindo. Public focus on Sumarlin and Sudomo is creating
a Marcos-type scenario. Although Sudomo
could just as well be pictured as a case of
ABRI 'collusion' with the conglomerates, he
tends to be seen as a Suharto man. This
raises the possibility that Eddy Sudradjat of
ABRI may challenge the SIUPP cancellations - 'press openness' has all along been
ABRI-led, after all.
This is a major development which demands some kind of international response.
Buyung Nasution was on Australian radio
this morning saying the banning was like the
action of Louis XIV before the French
Revolution, and calling on Gareth Evans
(Aus Foreign Minister) to cancel his visit to
Indonesia. Anybody have any further reactions?
----- Gerry van Klinken
Faculty of Asian and International Studies
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Griffith University, Nathan Q 4111,
Australia
tel/fax (ring first) +61-7-3713854
email G.VanKlinken@ais.gu.edu.au

EAST TIMOR: FIDEL RAMOS
ADMITS GIVING IN TO
INDONESIAN THREATS
LUSA's Crystal Ball. June 1, 1994. Translated from Portuguese
Philippine President Fidel Ramos today
admitted that Indonesia threatened to exercise economic and diplomatic reprisals if the
Manila government authorized the participation of foreigners in the conference on
East Timor.
Speaking at a press conference, Fidel
Ramos acknowledged that, in the decision to
prohibit the participation of foreigners in
the conference on East Timor, he considered
Indonesia's threats to cancel investments in
the Philippines worth $700 million (about
119 million Contos).
The Philippine President, who refused to
respond to the journalists' questions, limiting himself to reading a statement, noted
that Indonesia also threatened to withdraw
its support for the resolution of the Muslim
revolt in the southern Philippines led by the
Moro Liberation Front.
"We cannot allow the Philippines to be
used as a platform for the production of
political propaganda against a friendly nation and a member of ASEAN," affirmed
Fidel Ramos.
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) includes Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and
Brunei.
Fidel Ramos was accused by Senator
Arturo Tolentino, former Philippine Secretary of Foreign Affairs, of having made the
wrong decisions regarding the conference on
East Timor.
"We saw all this against us, such that we
forgot the position of the United Nations on
East Timor and even ignored our own constitution," declared Arturo Tolentino.
Senator Wigberto Tanada accused Fidel
Ramos of being a "president on his knees,
who would trade the national honor for
temporary commercial benefits."
But Member of the House of Representatives and former Secretary of Defense
Juan Ponce Enrile publicly defended the
position of President Fidel Ramos, affirming
that, for the Philippines, friendship with
Indonesia is more important.
"If I had to choose between Portugal and
Indonesia, I would choose Indonesia," said
Juan Ponce Enrile.
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US REGRETS MEDIA BAN S
AFP, 23 June 1994, Abridged
Jakarta -- The US embassy expressed regret Thursday at the decision by the Indonesian government to close down three of
the country's most widely-circulated weeklies.
"The US strongly supports freedom of
the press throughout the world," a spokeswoman said. "We therefore regret the Indonesian government's decision to cancel the
publishing licences of three Indonesian journals.
Head of the Legal Aid Foundation, Buyung Nasution, has called on President Clinton to take action against President Suharto
for closing the three weeklies.

XANANA GUSMÃO SOCCER
TROPHY
Announcement June 23, by Agir Pour Timor
A soccer tournament held on June 11-12
in Bourges (France) featured a "Xanana
Gusmão Challenge".
The trophy, a statue featuring a black
soccer player with blonde hair (sic), was
won this year by ACOP (Association of
Drivers Originally from Portugal) of Bagnolet. It will be put back in the challenge at
next year's tournament on May 1st. The
club which will keep the trophy 3 consecutive years will have won it definitively.
The soccer tournament, involving 6 clubs,
was organised by CCPF, the Co-ordination
of Portuguese Collectivities in France. The
idea of a "Xanana Gusmão Challenge" was
an initiative of CCPF. The trophy, worth
about FF 2,000 (US $ 350), was paid partly
by CCPF, partly by Agir pour Timor and
partly by the Caixa Geral de Depositos/France. CCPF and Agir pour Timor are
part of the current campaign "4 months for
East Timor".
The exhibition of the trophy will make
East Timor better known among soccerloving people. Every club received a small
notice explaining who Xanana Gusmão is.
ACOP, this year's winner, was especially
proud to have won it as they organised a
solidarity dinner (with East Timor) last
year.
[Apologies from a non-soccer specialist
for any mistake in describing the principle
of a "challenge"!]
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INDONESIA SHUTS THREE
OUTSPOKEN MAGAZINES
By Philip Shenon. New York Times, Thursday 23 June 1994
Singapore, June 22 --An era of relatively
political openness and press freedom in
Indonesia appeared to end this week as the
Government of President Suharto shut
down three influential magazines, including
the country most prominent newsweekly,
and warned other publications that they
could soon share a similar fate.
Diplomat and human right advocates said
the closing of the magazines was the most
serious blow to the freedom of the press in
Indonesia in decades and would harm the
international standing of the Suharto Government in a time when it seemed to be otherwise improving.
The publications are Tempo, which began publication in 1971 and was considered
the nation pre-eminent newsmagazine.
Detik, a year old magazine praised by readers for its daring investigative reporting, and
Editor, another newsweekly. They were
notified last Tuesday that their publication
licenses had been revoked by the Government.
The United States Embassy in Jakarta,
the Indonesian capital, issued a statement
expressing "regret over the Indonesian Government's decision to cancel the publishing
licenses." President Clinton is expected to
travel to Indonesia in November for a meeting of the leaders of Asian and Pacific countries.
Fikri Jufri, editor in chief of Tempo, said
in a telephone interview from Jakarta that
there was no hope of resurrecting the publication, "at least not in this regime".
"Tempo becomes history, and I’m surprised and I'm saddened" he said, adding
that the move would chill the reporting of
other Indonesian publications, a view shared
by diplomats and human rights groups.
In their willingness to challenge the Government of President Suharto, who has held
power in Indonesia for a quarter of century,
the three publications had no rival among
Indonesian's daily newspaper which are far
more timid in their coverage of the Government. News broadcasts on Indonesian television and radio have been traditionally been
subjected to tight government control.
The Information Ministry said Tuesday
in Jakarta that it closed Tempo after the
magazine, which had a circulation of about
190.000 failed to heed several warnings
about its news coverage. The director of the
ministry's press department was quoted in
the news report from Jakarta as saying that
recent article in Tempo "haven't reflected

the life of a sound press, a free and responsible press."
The ministry said the other two publications were being shut down for "administrative" reasons involving their supposed failure to operate according to terms to their
licenses.
The shutdown of the three magazines
appeared to offer new evidence of the growing influence of the Indonesian Technology
Minister, B.J. Habibie, a close friend of Mr
Suharto and possible successor who was in
the subject of unflattering scrutiny in
Tempo and elsewhere after he arranged the
purchase of 39 ships from the former East
Germany Navy. The purchase had been
opposed by senior officers of the Indonesian Navy.
Detik, which means a second of time, began publishing in February 1993, and
aroused the anger of the Government because of a series of recent articles implicating senior officials and friends of President
Suharto in the country's worst banking
scandal, a $ 436 million swindle of Government's funds.

EUROPEAN ELECTIONS:
WHAT'S GOING ON
LUSA's Crystal Ball. June 2, 1994. Translated from Portuguese. abridged
The theme of "East Timor" has emerged
among the top-of-the-lists of the principal
parties in direct contact with the population
on this the fourth day of the European electoral campaign.(....)
The question of Timor joined the campaign themes through the voice of the
"Number One" candidate of the PPM for
the European Parliament. In Porto, Paula
Marinho defended a greater negotiating
power for Portugal in the disagreements
with Indonesia.
"Portugal's problem is always the same:
it doesn't have a strong enough voice in the
international landscape," said Paula
Marinho, underscoring that the country
ought to get greater influence together with
Community partners, "who have demonstrated so little solidarity with the Maubere
people." (....)

EAST TIMOR: PROTESTS
LUSA's Crystal Ball. June 2, 1994. Translated from Portuguese
Indonesia is playing the card of ethnic
destabilization in the Southeast Asian region, "The Asian Wall Street Journal" accused today, referring to Jakarta's position
in relation to the conference on East Timor
which is taking place in Manila.

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

An editorial in the newspaper stated that
the countries of Southeast Asia "have always acted correctly in utilizing geopolitics
only as a complement to the growth of trade
and of their economies."
"The Asian Wall Street Journal" considered that "the demonstration of Jakarta's
strength suggests that this discipline has
been broken."
"President Suharto's tactics of ethnic destabilization have not succeeded in getting
results, and the conference on East Timor
and the agencies of social communication
attracted a much greater world-wide prominence than what could have been imagined,"
wrote the newspaper.
"The Asian Wall Street Journal" considered that "one can clearly say that as a consequence of what happened, millions of
people who were not aware of the question
of East Timor now know about it."
"The disastrous Indonesian diplomacy
should be a warning to the other countries in
the region. Nothing could be worse for the
prosperity of the nations of Southeast Asia
than the use of ethnic minorities as pawns in
differences between nations," concluded the
newspaper editorial.
The Bishop of Nagoya, D. Aloisius Nobuo Soma, today appealed in the Manila
Conference for the UN to adopt a more
aggressive stance in relation to application
of the resolutions condemning Indonesia's
invasion of East Timor.
The Japanese prelate, initially prevented
from participating in the International Conference on the Violation of Human Rights in
East Timor which began Tuesday in Manila,
arrived today in the Philippine capital in a
"Thai Airways" airplane, accompanied by
the Italian priest Renato Stefani.
On arriving at the site of the conference,
D. Nobuo Soma told journalists that the
prohibition to enter the Philippines was
lifted thanks to intervention by the
Archbishop of Manila, D. Jaime Sin.
"Most important is that we increase the
number of people interested in the problem
[of East Timor]," affirmed D. Nobuo Soma.
D. Nobuo Soma was greeted warmly by
the delegates present at the conference on
entering the "Malcolm" room at the University of Manila.
The British journalist Max Stahl took
part on the third and penultimate day of this
meeting to discuss the massacre which occurred in the Santa Cruz cemetery on November 12, 1991, when Indonesian troops
fired indiscriminately on the Timorese, provoking the deaths of about 200 people.
Max Stahl, who filmed the massacre, accused the Indonesian troops of having attacked the Timorese without any provocation and of having murdered many of the
survivors of the massacre, crushing their

heads with stones and giving poison to others, saying that they were treating them
with medications.
The Timorese resistance is forming a
"shadow" government which will be able to
take hold of the destiny of East Timor at
any moment, Jose Ramos Horta told LUSA
today in Macau.
The coordinator of the National Commission of Maubere Resistance (CNRM) indicated that several members of the "shadow"
government had already earned the consent
of Xanana Gusmão, who "will be the natural
leader of a Timorese Executive."
Insisting that he himself was not part of
the team, Ramos Horta excused himself
from revealing the names of the candidates
for an East Timorese government, but indicated that "many of them are in the interior
of the territory."
"There are many Timorese already graduated or who are taking higher-level courses,
equally in Indonesian and foreign universities, who will have a place in an East
Timorese government," he said.
Jose Ramos Horta, who was in Macau
for contacts with the Timorese community
resident in the territory, insisted that the
question of East Timor could resolve itself
in a period of three to five years.
"The political and social problems that
Indonesia faces at present will aggravate
themselves in the meantime and we are convinced that it will be very difficult for Jakarta to maintain the occupation of East
Timor," he said.
"The time will come when the Jakarta
government will prefer to end the occupation of East Timor, considering the problems that the maintenance of the present
situation causes them, not only in terms of
their external image, but even in relation to
the internal situation," the director of
CNRM told LUSA.
"When this happens, we will be prepared
to take hold of the destiny of East Timor,"
he emphasized.
Jose Ramos Horta indicated that the
Timorese resistance intended to organize
actions for sensitization to the situation in
East Timor in the countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
which includes the Philippines, Malaysia,
Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore and Brunei.
At the end of July, Timorese activists
will participate in a conference on human
rights in Southeast Asia, which will take
place in Bangkok, noted Jose Ramos Horta.
The President of the Philippines, Fidel
Ramos, today guaranteed that he would not
dismiss the Minister of Foreign Affairs nor
those responsible for national security for
their performance in the question of the
conference on East Timor.
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In accord with a communiqué issued by
the Presidency of the Philippines, Fidel
Ramos told a group of newspaper directors
that he would evaluate the members of his
cabinet on the basis of their overall performance.
"We are not going to appoint or dismiss
anyone on the basis of the question of East
Timor," he said.
Several Philippine newspapers recently
have published criticisms of the administration of Fidel Ramos for having prohibited
the entry of foreigners into the country to
attend the conference on the violation of
human rights in East Timor.
Thirty-four foreigners were prevented
from entering the Philippines, among them
Danielle Mitterrand, wife of the French
President, and the Irishman Mairead
Maguire, awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
1976.
Despite the prohibition, the congress,
which began Wednesday, expects the participation of 50 foreigners.
Timorese guerrillas attacked Indonesian
targets on the outskirts of Dili this week,
resistance sources today revealed to LUSA.
The same sources said that details on the
guerrilla action were still unknown, but indicated that the attack was connected with the
holding of the Manila conference on East
Timor.
According to Indonesian sources in Jakarta, the guerrilla action was confirmed to
the local press by the commander of the
Indonesian forces in East Timor.
Colonel Johny Lumintang asserted that
government troops succeeded in suppressing the Timorese guerrilla action, without
giving further details on the incident.
The Indonesian army arrested three
Timorese, allegedly for being involved in the
struggle for East Timorese independence,
military sources revealed today.
The three Timorese were imprisoned
Monday when they were preparing to demonstrate in support of the Manila conference on the violation of human rights in East
Timor.
"They wanted to show the international
community that Fretilin still exists," said a
captain of the Timor military command.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
(U.S.) RECOMMENDATIONS
TO INDONESIA
Abridged translation of Lusa news of June
23:
A.I. recommended Indonesia to create an
independent and impartial organism to conduct a thorough investigation of all humanrights violations in ET "including those associated with the [Nov 91] ET massacre". It
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was also recommended that all those responsible for human-rights violations be
tried and duly punished. This recommendation is included in a report released today in
Washington, entitled "Human Rights and US
Security Assistance". This report examines
the human-rights behavior of those foreign
governments currently receiving defense
assistance from the US. This is the third
A.I. report of its kind. The report expresses
particular concern with the impunity of
human-rights violations in the world, and
states that "such impunity is nearly universal in Asia". It is said that the changes in the
US relations with China send the wrong
message to Asian leaders: that the US is
more interested in verbal statements about
human rights than in taking concrete measures to eradicate violations. (...) It is also
said that military assistance may result in
more human-rights violations, unless accompanied by strict demands. "If human
rights are a priority," says the report, "then
the US must reflect this priority firmly in
its foreign policy, both in verbal declarations
and in careful monitoring of the uses of US
security assistance. The report recognizes
the importance of the blooming Asian
economies as important to Clinton's economic plans, and that economic considerations may render difficult the inclusion of
human- rights policies in US military assistance programs. It is noted that after the
State Department’s partial weapon ban to
Indonesia because of human-rights violations in ET, and Congress's IMET cut, the
State Department in reality has violated "the
spirit of the IMET cut by silently allowing
the Indonesian government to purchase
military training in the US." It is added that
the House of Reps recently supported the
Appropriation Committee resolution that
purchased military training must be
stopped. Examining Indonesia's h.r. record,
the report states that Suharto's regime continues to impose "severe restrictions to
freedom of expression and association, both
in Indonesia and in ET," and that "virtually
all forms of dissent can be considered subversive." A.I. is particularly concerned with
prevailing h.r. abuses where the Indonesian
government faces armed resistance, namely
Aceh, Irian Jaya, and ET, the latter having
been "illegally occupied by Indonesia in
1975." Referring specifically to the Nov. 91
massacre in Dili, and the subsequent official
inquiry by the government, the report notes
that the officers received only light sentences, that "in spite of the large number of
dead none of the officers was accused of
murder," and that "extrajudicial executions
and 'disappearances' still continue." (...) The
report states that while the UN special
'rapporteur' for torture has issued 11 concrete recommendations, Indonesia has im-
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plemented only one of those: the designation in 1993 of a 25-member National
Commission for Human Rights. It is said
that while it is too soon to evaluate this
Commission, it represents a "first step" in
the right direction. However, the Commission's "mandate, composition, and legal
statute indicate that [the Commission] does
not follow the UN standard regulations." It
is said that while Indonesia has invited the
UN 'rapporteur' for another visit this year,
restrictions regarding access to ET by human rights organizations, including A.I. and
the International Committee of the Red
Cross, still stand. The report includes eight
recommendations to Indonesia: (1) that
extrajudicial executions be stopped; (2) that
the UN Code of Conduct regarding governmental use of lethal weapons be respected;
(3) that all forms of torture be explicitly
prohibited; (4) that all prisoners are guaranteed access to lawyers, medical doctors, and
family members; (5) that declarations obtained under torture not be used as evidence;
(6) that the anti-subversion law be eliminated, and the so-called 'national interest'
not be invoqued against freedom of speech;
(7) that all detainees be registered; and (8)
that an independent organism be created to
examine the h.r. abuses in ET. (...)

3 TIMORESE SENTENCED
FOR ORGANIZING AN AN TIINDONESIAN
DEMONSTRATION:
Rough translation of the Lusa news of June
23:
Three Timorese youths were given a 20month sentence for organizing an antiIndonesian demonstration during a visit by
foreign journalists in April. The Dili District
Court found Pantaleao Amaral (18 y.o.),
Miguel de Deus (20), and Isak Soares (22)
guilty of "planning actions of hostility and
hatred against the Indonesian government."
The three youths were among the ten detained after the protest in Dili on April
14th, in front of the hotel where 28 invited
foreign journalists were staying. Last
Wednesday, two other Timorese, Augusto
Mouzinho and Simiao Soares da Silva, answered in court for having raised the flag of
the Timorese Resistance.

MALAYSIANS DEBATE
HUMAN RIGHTS IN EAST
TIMOR:
Rough translation of the Lusa news of June
23:
Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) - Malaysian
human-rights activists will conduct Friday a

debate about East Timor, in which videos of
atrocities committed by Indonesian military
in ET will be shown. The debate is organized by the Front of Malaysian Action, a
coalition of 30 NGOs. The Front noted this
will not be such a wide-impact event as the
recent international conference in Manila.
Among the invited speakers is Hussein Ali,
the president of the Malaysian Popular
Party (an opposition party). In a statement
released today by the debate organizers, the
Malaysian government is criticized for having recognized Indonesia's occupation of ET,
and it is said that "after 19 years of occupation, which has already caused 200,000
victims, one should not continue to tolerate
the hateful presence of Indonesia in East
Timor." "The Indonesian government must
realise that more and more people in Southeast Asia support the struggle of the East
Timorese people, despite the silence of our
own government concerning the brutal occupation of ET," add the organizers.

RAMOS SAYS SUHARTO TO
VISIT MANILA SOON
Reuter, 6/22/94
Manila -- President Fidel Ramos said on
Wednesday Indonesian President Suharto
has accepted an invitation to visit the Philippines, despite strained ties after Manila
hosted a meeting on Jakarta-ruled East
Timor. "Plans are being firmed up for the
return visit of President Suharto, who accepted the invitation I extended when I was
in Jakarta last year," Ramos told reporters,
referring to his official trip to Indonesia in
1993. The two countries will open two days
of talks in Menado on the Indonesian island
of Sulawesi on Thursday to define their
maritime boundaries and to solve potential
conflicts involving their territorial waters.
"The holding of this meeting should remove
any doubts of any strains on our relationship," Ramos said....** End of text from
cdp:reg.easttimor

PROTEST MAR AUSTRALIAN
PROMOTION IN INDONESIA
Reuter, 6/24/94 Jakarta -- A huge Australian trade and cultural promotion in Indonesia has been marred by protests over troubled East Timor and a government ban on
three Jakarta weeklies, organisers and witnesses said on Friday. An Australian mimeartist unfurled a banner during a performance in front of Australian Deputy Prime
Minister Brian Howe at a Jakarta shopping
mall on Friday. Howe and other Australian
and Indonesian officials walked off. "Indonesia, Australia. Hands off East Timor," the
banner read. "I feel that the oppression of
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the East Timorese is a stain on our government's record and...the Indonesian army's
presence there amounts to genocide,"
Wayne Freer, a member of the acting troupe
Etcetera, told reporters later. He said he was
acting independently of the Australia Today
promotion, a month-long extravaganza that
will climax next week with the arrival of
Prime Minister Paul Keating.... Friday's
protest followed an earlier incident at an
aboriginal dance display when leaflets were
circulated attacking last Wednesday's ban on
three outspoken publications.... Organisers
of the Australia Today promotion have
emphasised both protests were independent
of the organised events. "This was totally
unauthorised. We are here to promote Australia. It was a personal viewpoint that was
expressed," said organiser Tim McDonald
after Freer's protest in front of impassive
officials and bemused shoppers.... In an
apparently connected incident, local television officials have barred crews from the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation's international services, Australia Television,
from using satellite links to beam footage of
the promotion to Australia....

INDONESIA JAILS THREE
EAST TIMORESE OVER
PROTEST
Reuter, 6/24/94
Jakarta -- Indonesia has sentenced three
East Timorese to 20 months in jail each for
staging a small demonstration in front of
visiting foreign journalists in Dili, a court
spokesman said on Friday. Pantaleon
Amaral, 18, Ishak Soares, 20, and Miguel de
Deus, 20, were found guilty on Thursday of
expressing anti-Indonesia sentiments during
the April visit, the spokesman said by
phone from Dili. "They were found guilty
of expressing anti-Indonesia sentiments in
front of the public on April 14," the
spokesman told Reuters. He said they were
arrested in April and brought to court on
June 16. Since Indonesia invaded East Timor
in 1975 it has faced a dwindling band of
guerrillas and widespread local resentment
against its rules. Dissidents said up to 50
East Timorese had been rounded up in recent weeks, including the leader of a student
underground movement.

WORLD BANK URGED TO
ACT ON PRESS BANS
The following letter was faxed today to the
President of the World Bank, Mr Lewis Preston:
24 June 1994

Lewis Preston, President The World
Bank 1818 H Street NW, Washington DC
20433 Fax: 0101 202
Dear Mr Preston,
On 21 June, the Indonesian Government
withdrew the publishing permits of three
leading Indonesian weeklies. This intolerable
clampdown on freedom of the press is by
far the gravest attack on the media in Indonesia for several decades.
The banned weeklies are TEMPO, which
has a circulation of around 200,000,
EDITOR, with a circulation of around
80,000, and the weekly tabloid, DeTik,
which has become extremely popular since
it started appearing in its present format
less than two years ago and has a circulation
of 450,000.
To add to the gravity of the situation,
four other publications, the dailies MEDIA
INDONESIA, JAKARTA POST and
SINAR PAGI, along with a fortnightly,
FORUM KEADILAN, were summoned to
the Information Ministry this week and
given warnings about their reporting.
All these publications are serious journals
which report, investigate and comment on
political and economic affairs, covering a
wide range of topics. Their coverage of matters relating to development programmes
and policies are of particular concern to
agencies like yours, engaged in projects
which, as you will surely agree, should be
open to the constant scrutiny of a watchful
press. It is a matter of public record that the
three weeklies were banned precisely because they were closely scrutinising the use
of public funds for the purchase of 39 warships from Germany.
The clampdown on democratic discourse
seriously undermines the efforts of many
groups and individuals in Indonesia to redirect development into a more sustainable
course. As a large number of World Bank
documents have stressed, public participation and the accountability of decisionmakers are crucial if development is to be
equitable, socially just, and culturally and
environmentally appropriate. In recent
years in Indonesia, public criticism of environmentally destructive and polluting industries has been the single most important
factor in the limited progress that the country has made towards setting standards,
enforcing new regulations and improving
public welfare and environment quality. The
Indonesian Government's recent actions to
limit freedom of expression threaten to undermine these gains and pose a severe obstacle to international assistance programmes
aimed at promoting sustainable development.
We believe that the World Bank should
be particularly concerned about this grave
infringement of press freedom and hope you

Page 241

will agree that it is within your brief to express a view on the matter to President
Suharto, and urge him to restore permits to
the three publications so that they can continue to operate without further interruption.
We would respectfully suggest that this
matter should be taken up as a matter of the
greatest urgency, especially as the World
Bank will be chairing this year's meeting of
the Consultative Group on Indonesia in
Paris early next month. It is our considered
view that you should make it clear to the
Indonesian government that the usefulness
of this meeting will be seriously compromised by the clampdown on the press and
that the meeting should therefore be postponed until the journals have been allowed
to resume publication unhindered.
Yours sincerely,
(signed: Carmel Budiardjo)
For TAPOL
And jointly signed by:
Teresa Birks, Down-to-Earth, International Campaign for Ecological Justice in
Indonesia
Nicholas Hildyard, The Ecologist
Paula Whiting, Environmental Investigation Agency
Stuart Wilson, Forest Monitor Hasrul
Junaid, SKEPHI, Indonesian Network for
Forest Conservation (Jakarta)
Carmel Budiardjo, TAPOL, Indonesia
Human Rights Campaign
Harriet Lamb, World Development
Movement
Marcus Colchester, World Rainforest
Movement

INDONESIANS CANCEL EXPO
VISITS
'The Australian', June 24, 1994. David Nason - abridged.
Security concerns at home and in Australia are believed to have forced governors of
four Eastern Indonesian provinces to cancel
their attendance at a three day international
trade fair beginning in Darwin today.
Sources in Indonesia and Darwin said
yesterday that Indonesian security agencies
had ordered the governors of Central Sulawesi, East Nusa Tenggara, Maluku and
West Sumatra not to join a 400 strong Indonesian contingent which includes several
provincial vice-governors at the Northern
Territory Expo.
The reasons were threefold
* Fear of domestic turmoil in the eastern
provinces following this weeks decision by
the Suharto government to shut down 3
influential news publications
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* Concern about demonstrations by supporters of East Timorese independence at
the Expo
* Bomb threats against airlines last Saturday
Indonesian sources said an all-points bulletin had gone out from Jakarta warning
regional authorities to prepare for civil disturbances in the wake of the media crackdown. The cancellations by the governors,
all within the last 48 hours, were confirmed
yesterday by the Northern Territory's Minister for Asian Relations and Trade, Mr
Stone, who could not explain why they had
occurred.
'I do not have an answer but I will be
seeking an answer because I expected the
governors to be here', he said. A spokesman
for Senator Evans, Minister of Foreign Affairs, was also unable to explain the cancellations.
But information officer at Indonesia's
Darwin consulate, Mr Rachmat Murni, said
the governors 'did not permission' to travel
to Australia.
This was because of the bomb threats
against airlines and because the governors
had "too much work" in Indonesia associated with budget planning. Mr Murni denied
the threatened protest action by activists
supporting East Timorese independence
was a factor. He had no knowledge of any
security concerns in Indonesia.
About 60 demonstrators staged a rowdy
demonstration on Wednesday night outside
a government reception for Indonesian Expo
visitors hosted by the Northern Territory
Chief Minister, Mr Perron. The protestors
threatened further disruption tomorrow at
Expo.
Organizers said they would reserve the
right to evict 'troublemakers who provoke
embarrassment'. "We will not accept trouble
from anyone", Expo director, Simon Latimer
said. He said he would not tolerate the kind
of protest action seen at last year's Expo,
where demonstrators wearing T-shirts emblazoned with pro East Timor slogans stood
silently in front of one Indonesian exhibit
for five hours.

INDONESIA'S PRESS
PROHIBITION
Editorial, the 'AUSTRALIAN', June 23, 1994
The Indonesian Government's decision to
ban three news magazines, including the
authoritative Tempo, has abruptly interrupted a period of relative press freedom.
Limited freedoms within the region are not
unusual but Indonesia's decision is dismaying precisely because its press had been
enjoying a wider latitude consistent with
economic openness. A sudden narrowing is
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hardly likely to ease the internal tensions
that have been the subject of disagreeable
press reporting. One point is clear - this
decision should be reversed as soon as possible. It is a serious political error. It will
hurt Indonesia at home and abroad. It raises
serious questions about the ability of a leadership in transition to pursue the broad
modernisation necessary for Indonesia's
national potential to be realised. Plainly, this
was a decision taken at the highest level, by
President Suharto.
The media ban are the first in four years.
In fact, after President Suharto was elected
to his sixth five-year term in March last
year, greater media openness was encouraged. Certainly there has been enough subject matter - a banking scandal, race riots in
Sumatra, demonstrations by students and
workers, and East Timor policy. Tempo
especially has been leading critical coverage
of the activities of former and serving ministers whose decisions have clear public importance as Indonesia's economic and social
transformation continues. Most recently,
the press has focused on a defence purchase
decision by the Minister of Research and
Technology, Mr B.J. Habibie - with news
magazines reporting high-level criticism of
it.
An element of this criticism, and its disclosure to the press, may well be manoeuvring ahead of a change in leadership, likely
in 1998 when President Suharto’s term expires. The fact that Mr Habibie is ambitious, close to Mr Suharto, and yet opposed
by military elements may sharpen both
public criticism of him and Mr Suharto's
sensitivity to it. In any event, because there
is neither precedent nor mechanism for a
leadership succession, there is the risk that
energies best directed outwards to modernisation and bilateral relations may increasingly be consumed by internal rivalry. The
decision to ban critical media may be an
index of this rising political temperature.
And it can only strengthen Indonesia's critics abroad.
Its timing could not be worse for Indonesia's external relations. Australia's Prime
Minister, Mr Keating, is to visit Jakarta
next week in connection with our largest
ever trade promotion in Jakarta - a promotion symbolising our wish to deepen and
secure the bilateral against isolated disagreements. And the United States President
Clinton's expected arrival for the summit
meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum is only four months away.
With Australian encouragement, the US
administration had been showing signs of
taking a more conciliatory approach to Jakarta on questions of human and labour
rights - despite the existence of a congressional lobby critical of the Indonesian re-

cord. although both leaders appears likely to
go ahead with their visits, they are also
likely to find bi- lateral relations with Jakarta more troublesome.
Australia's position is particularly difficult. Despite many points of difference,
Indonesia is vital to our regional interests.
And over the past view years bilateral relations have improved greatly. Mr Keating
has gone so far as to say the IndonesiaAustralia tie is the one through which the
entirely of our regional interests must be
interwoven. Yet no bilateral relationship can
flourish without trust and confidence on
both sides. And the nature and timing of this
decision by Jakarta suggest lack of concern
for its inevitable impact on relations with
Australia. So our Government may have to
ask whether its expectations of this bilateral
relationship are realistic.

U.S.-HUMAN RIGHTS:
AMNESTY U.S. DENOUNCES
SECURITY AID
WASHINGTON, Jun 22 (IPS) - The
administration of President Bill Clinton is
providing security assistance to countries
which commit serious human rights abuses,
according to a report by the U.S. section of
Amnesty International released Wednesday.
The group called on the administration to
develop a foreign policy "which promotes
human rights rather than one which can
contribute to their abuse."
The report covers 19 U.S. security assistance recipients and singles out Israel,
Egypt, Colombia, and Turkey which together receive the vast majority of U.S. military aid.
"The U.S. government must announce to
recipients of security aid that torture and
murder have consequences, that impunity is
unacceptable and that, if there is no justice,
there will be no security aid," said the director of Amnesty's U.S. section William
Schulz.
Israel and Egypt, which receive 1.8 and
1.3 billion dollars, respectively, in U.S. military aid each year, both engage in the systematic use of torture against detainees,
according to Amnesty.
Two other major arms recipients, Colombia and Turkey, are believed to use the
aid to violate or suppress human rights,
according to the report.
Amnesty says that in Colombia, the largest recipient of U.S. military aid in the
Americas, the aid is being used as much or
more for counter-insurgency than it is to
combat drug trafficking -- the purpose for
which it was intended.
In a recent unprecedented action, Amnesty International called on Washington to
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suspend all military assistance to Colombia
because of the use to which the aid is being
put.
Similarly, military aid to Turkey, the
third largest recipient of U.S. security assistance after Israel and Egypt, is used to support Ankara's increasingly violent counterinsurgency campaign against the Kurds.
"Foreign-supplied helicopters, airplanes
and bombs have been used to kill Kurdish
villagers, including women and children in
southeastern Turkey," according to Schulz.
"The United States is obligated to determine whether or not this equipment is U.S.
supplied, and, if so, to put a stop to the
practice of using it to terrorise the Kurds,"
he said.
"Instead, President Clinton in his communications with the Turkish government
displays a brash insensitivity to the human
rights violations being committed there," he
said.
Amnesty's concerns in Turkey include
widespread and systematic torture by police, sometimes resulting in death, political
killings, almost on a daily basis, and detention without charge or trial, according to the
report.
"The U.S. public will not tolerate its tax
monies used to murder innocent people in
other countries. Amnesty International will
continue to monitor and hold the U.S. government accountable for every dollar in security aid that contributes to human rights
abuses," said Schulz.
The report also notes ironies in the new
terminology introduced by the Clinton administration to categorise its aid programme.
Most military aid is now administered
under two programmes -- 'Building Democracy' and 'Promoting Peace.' The latter also
includes a sub-programme called 'Narcotics,
Terrorism and Crime'.
Countries also receiving U.S. security assistance or substantial arms sales covered in
the report include Chad, Kenya, Malawi,
Indonesia, the Philippines, South Korea,
Thailand, Kuwait, Morocco, Saudi Arabia,
Tunisia, Bolivia, Brazil, Peru, and Venezuela.
Amnesty USA went on record this
month in support of legislation making it
illegal for Washington to fund the training of
military personnel who have been implicated in human rights violations and to ensure that the government consult with nongovernmental groups in making that determination about specific officers.
The administration has come under criticism in the past year for continuing to permit Indonesian officers to take part in
Washington's International Military Education and Training Programme despite a ban
on providing Jakarta with any U.S. military
aid.

The ban was spurred by the 1991 massacre by the Indonesian Army of East
Timorese in the former Portuguese colony's
capital, Dili.
The Clinton administration is trying to
get the ban repealed, arguing that Indonesian
officers should be encouraged to take part in
the military training programme so they
could learn acceptable human rights practices. (END/IPS/JL/YJC/94)

ROCKERS RALLY TO
ISLAND'S CAUSE
Telegraph Mirror, Sat. June 25, 1994
By James Compton and Fred Pawle
MELBOURNE - Singer Paul Stewart
from rock band Painter And Dockers is
unlike other musicians who sign up with
fashionable political or social causes. While
other pop stars use their concerns to bask in
valuable publicity and enhance their images,
Stewart puts his energy into one of Australia's most controversial and daunting causes
- East Timor.
This month he releases a compilation
CD, featuring Midnight Oil, Crowded
House, Frente and Nicola Quilter and the
Choir of Faith and Hope, to raise money for
children orphaned by the Indonesian occupation of the island. His interest in the subject is more than casual.
Stewart's brother Tony, a journalist for
Channel Seven, disappeared on October 16,
1975 after filing a report about the fear the
Timorese had of an imminent Indonesian
invasion. In all, six Aussies disappeared
during the invasion but no Australian government since has asked for an explanation
from Indonesia.
Recently reports surfaced that the Australian were hung upside down, castrated
and had their genitals stuffed in their
mouths.
The United Nations refuses to accept Indonesia's claim of rule over East Timor and
opposition to it comes from the 20,000 East
Timorese in Australia, the Vatican and Portugal, the island colonial ruler until it withdrew in 1975.
The CD, called All In The Family, has attracted interest from record distributors in
the United States, Britain and Europe. The
money raised by its sales will set up the
Oan Kiak scholarship fund to pay for the
education of children living in Timor's first
three orphanages. Before 1975 children who
were orphaned were embraced by extended
families.
The invasion decimated these extended
families, says anthropologist Patsy
Thatcher.
"The Oan Kiak scholarship fund is like
my fantasy come true", she says. "In 1990,
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when I first went to Timor, I visited some
orphanages quite by chance. I was absolutely astonished because in the past the
Timorese had no orphanages.
"If a child was orphaned it belonged to
the extended family, which automatically
absorbed it.
"There are about 20,000 orphans in
Timor, which means that not only are their
parents dead but their extended family network must have been wiped out."
Education is available to all Timorese but
it is taught in Indonesian. Agio Pereira, who
also performs on the CD, says the schools
teach literacy but are mainly used for indoctrination.
"It is a process of Indonesianisation," he
says. "It is typically colonial, the ruler trying to brainwash the new generation."
The orphanage are run by the Catholic
church which, Pereira says, creates a dilemma for the Indonesian government.
"The Vatican has refused to integrate the
East Timor Catholic Church into the Indonesian conference of churches," he says.
"It is totally independent of Indonesia, it
belongs directly to the Vatican. "With 90
per cent of East Timorese being Catholic,
this causes a problem for Indonesia.
Last month the jailed leader of the East
Timorese resistance movement, Xanana
Gusmão, was offered his freedom in political asylum in the former Portuguese colony
of Guinea-Bissau, Africa.
But, Pereira says, Gusmão refused to relinquish his principles of freedom for East
Timor.
After 18 years, life under Indonesia has
not improved for the Timorese. Fernando
Pires, who in 1990 returned to his homeland
for the first time since 1975, says the only
people to have benefited from the invasion
are Indonesian migrants.
"If you look at it in a material sense and
the army sense, there are more roads for
tanks and trucks and the military but if you
look at the people's point of view, life has
not improved," he says.
--FILM INSPIRES A SONG FOR
FREEDOM
Nicola Quilter had no idea she would be
so affected by John Pilger's latest film Death
Of A Nation - The Timor Conspiracy when
she saw it two months ago.
In fact the 22-year-old singer and actor
was almost completely unaware of the trouble in the tiny island off the north coast of
Australia.
She emerged from the cinema determined
to help redress the lack of awareness in this
country.
"I was so moved by it that I went home
and wrote the song Cry Freedom," Quilter
said.
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At that time, Quilter had no idea Paul
Stewart was putting together the compilation CD All In The Family to help the children of East Timor.
"It was late one night when Nicola called
up and said 'You don't know me from a bar
of soap but I've got this song - listen'," said
Stewart.
"And she played it to me over the phone
and I thought it was just what we needed to
round off the album."

MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT
ACCUSED OF COMPLICITY
WITH JAKARTA
free translation of Lusa news of June 25:
Malaysian human-rights activists accused
their PM Mahatir Mahamad of complicity
with Jakarta regarding the occupation of
East Timor, while simultaneously condemning the Serbian occupation of Bosnia. "East
Timor is Asia’s Bosnia. We cannot continue
condemning the situation in Bosnia while
looking away from what is going on in ET,
on our own doorstep," said the opposition
parliamentarian Wong Wing On, speaking at
the ET meeting Friday in Kuala Lumpur.
The meeting was an initiative of the Front of
Malaysian Action, a group of 30 NGOs.
The meeting was criticized by the Jakarta
government. According to the Indonesian
agency Antara, The Indonesian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs stated that the ET meeting
could "perturb the solidarity and good relations between Indonesia and Malaysia."
Malaysia is a predominantly Muslim country, with 1,500 people in the U.N. forces in
Bosnia, and has been harshly critical of
Western countries for their "indecision"
toward the Serbian aggression. Wong Wing
On said that he has presented a motion at
the Kuala Lumpur parliament in which he
requests that the Malaysian government
condemn the annexation of ET by Indonesia,
and that it puts pressure upon Jakarta to
withdraw its forces from the territory. During the meeting, the ASEAN was also criticized for what was called its complicity
with the illegal occupation of ET by Indonesia. "ASEAN should not be a club that protects Asian Serbs," said Syed Husseim Ali,
president of the opposition Malaysian
Popular Party (Parti Rakyat Malaysia).
"Everything is done in name of the solidarity between ASEAN members, but ASEAN
should not be used to conceal human-rights
violations and genocide.", Ali added. In the
Kuala Lumpur ET meeting, a film was
shown which included several accounts of
the alleged atrocities perpetrated by the
Indonesian military in ET.
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MALAYSIA WANT TO BAR
MEETINGS ABOUT HUMAN
RIGHTS IN ET
free translation of Lusa news of June 26:
The Malaysian minister for foreign affairs declared today that his government
wants to bar Malaysian citizen participation
in meetings about human rights in ET. Abdullah Ahmad Badawi allegated wanting to
avoid at all cost any tensions in MalaysianIndonesian relations, and criticized the initiative of the Front of Malaysian Action.
Badawi stated that Malaysia is a democratic country whose Constitution guarantees
freedom of speech on any subject. However,
Badawi advised that Malaysian citizens
should take care in their opinions regarding
ET, so as to avoid jeopardizing relations
with Indonesia. Badawi stated that his government considers ET to be an internal matter of Indonesia, and that the friendship ties
with Indonesia are vital to Malaysia.
In a document entitled "East Timor: Forgotten Killing Fields in Southeast Asia," the
Front of Malaysian Action denounced the
Indonesian military and government as responsible for over 200,000 deaths in ET
since 1975. Early this month, a group of
people of the Front of Malaysian Action
demonstrated in front of the Indonesian
embassy in Kuala Lumpur, protesting the
killings in ET and demanding ET's independence. Some of these people alleged that
the Indonesian embassy security forces
charged violently against the protesters.

PORTUGUESE
AMBASSADOR FERNANDO
REINO DOES NOT BELIEVE
IN THE "CONFIDENCEBUILDING MEASURES"
LUSA roughly translated, June 25:
Ambassador Fernando Reino spoke Friday night before about 20 people, at the
occasion of the release of a petition campaign opposing the visit by Indonesian delegations to Portugal. Reino stated he does not
believe in the confidence-building measures
mediated by the U.N. Reino said of himself
that he "may be the Portuguese diplomat
who knows best the Indonesian bad faith."
According to Reino, "the confidencebuilding are mere stopgap measures. The ET
question can only be resolved through public pressure and its solution is extremely
simple: to let the Timorese freely express
their will."
Luis Paulo of the CDPM, however clarified that there is no intention to oppose the

UN process of creating confidence-building
measures.
Reino also defended that in the next revision of the Portuguese Constitution, the
statement not be removed that Portugal's
objective as ET's administrator is to lead the
territory to self-determination and independence.
Luis Paulo of CDPM stated that the objective of this petition is to "help stop the
ongoing normalization process pushed by
Indonesia which could result, in the medium
term, in the reestablishment of diplomatic
relations between Portugal and Indonesia."
Two Timorese -- Joao Dias and Aviano
Faria -- provided personal accounts of the
November 12, 1991, massacre in the Santa
Cruz cemetery, in which they were present.
The petition campaign is entitled "Indonesia fora de Maubere" (literally, "Indonesia
out of Maubere) and will attempt to reach a
national level. It will circulate throughout
the country, and will then be sent to the
minister of foreign affairs, Durão Barroso.
The reason for this petition was the recent visit to Portugal of a delegation of 41
Timorese, headed by ambassador Lopes da
Cruz, which culminated during the May 13
religious celebrations in the Fatima sanctuary. According to those promoting the petition, "such visits are not innocent nor spontaneous," but rather are aimed at promoting
the image of Indonesia in Portugal.

MALAYSIAN EAST TIMOR
MEETING RAISES HACKLES
AP in Jakarta and Reuter in Kuala Lumpur
Dates: 24, 25 and 26 June 1994 Abridged
Friday:
(AP) The Indonesian government on Friday denounced a private conference on East
Timor to be held in Kuala Lumpur, saying it
would jeopardise Malaysian-Indonesian
relations, said Irawan Abidin, foreign department spokesman.
Abidin said the conference organised by
the Malaysian Action Front is expected to
be attended by 30 other Malaysian NGOs.
(AP) Indonesian, which caused a diplomatic incident last month with the Philippines over a conference on East Timor, is
repeating the ruckus, this time with Malaysia.
On Saturday, Indonesia's politically
powerful military warned Malaysia not to
allow a forum in East Timor (to take place).
"It is clear that the forum is not an ordinary
meeting to discuss East Timor because there
is a certain interest to damage the image of
Indonesia and the armed forces," said armed
forces spokesman, Brig.Gen. Syarwan
Hamid.
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Syarwan repeated a warning earlier this
week by Indonesia's foreign office. He accused the organisers of trying to destroy the
image of Indonesia's army by showing a
video of an attack by the military on protesters in the East Timor capital of Dili on
Nov 12 1991 in which dozens of protesters
were killed.
(Reuter) Malaysia's foreign minister said
his government was not aware of plans to
hold an international forum on East Timor in
Kuala Lumpur, the national newsagency
Bernama reported Sunday.
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said the government had no knowledge of any plan by
the Malaysian Action Front to hold such a
forum and had not given its approval. He
said Malaysia's policy of non-interference in
the East Timor issue was clear and known
to Indonesia.

EXTERNAL (FOR GENERAL
DISTRIBUTION) AI INDEX:
ASA 21/26/94 DISTR: UA/SC
27 June 1994
Further information on UA 198/94 (ASA
21/12/94, 23 May 1994) - and follow-ups
(ASA 21/15/94, 2 June; ASA 21/23/94, 20
June) - Fear of torture / arbitrary detention
INDONESIA/EAST TIMOR
Jose Antonio Neves {held in Malang,
East Java} Antonio Soares {now released}
Anibal ] Isaac Soares (note full name) ]
Detained Lucas Tilman dos Santos ] in
Marcos ] East Miguel de Deus (note full
name) ] Timor Nuno de Andrade Sarmento
Corvelho ] Octaviano ] Pantaleao Amaral
(note full name) ] Pedro Fatima Tilman ]
Rosalino ] Rui Fernandes ]
Three of the East Timorese activists
named above, Isaac Soares, Miguel de Deus
and Pantaleao Amaral have now been sentenced to 20 months' imprisonment for their
part in staging a demonstration during a visit
to East Timor by foreign journalists in April
1994. A spokesman for the court in Dili,
capital of East Timor, told the press that on
23 June the three were found guilty of "expressing anti-Indonesia sentiments in front
of the public on April 14". According to
reports, the three were not accompanied by
legal counsel, either during interrogation or
during their trial.
Amnesty International considers that the
three, and all those named above, are prisoners of conscience. It urges the Indonesian
Government to release them immediately
and unconditionally.
FURTHER RECOMMENDED
ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express and airmail letters in English or your own language:

- expressing concern that three East
Timorese, Isaac Soares, Miguel de Deus and
Pantaleao Amaral, have been sentenced to
20-month prison sentences for participating
in a peaceful demonstration during a visit by
foreign journalists to East Timor in April;
- expressing further concern that the defendants have been tried in contravention of
both Indonesian and international law, including by being denied access to legal counsel of their own choosing;
- urging the Indonesian Government to
immediately release all those detained solely
for peaceful political activities.

BLOODY JAKARTA INCIDENT
The following is a speedily done translation
of a document received from Jakarta today
by participants at the demonstration denouncing the press bans:
This is a Chronology of the Bloody Jakarta Incident that took place in Jakarta
today, Monday 27 June 1994 near the
square where the National Monument
(Monas) is situated. This document was
present at 13.00 hours today to the National
Commission on Human Rights by members
of the demonstration, led by Bastaman with
nine others, including Clara Sinta, the daughter of Rendra who took part in the demonstration side by side with her father:
BLOODY JAKARTA
CHRONOLOGY OF ACTION AND
MILITARY VIOLENCE
For a fifth day, protests calling for the
revocation of the bans of TEMPO.
EDITOR and DeTik have continued. Supporters of press freedom, artists, journalists,
students and NGO activists have continued
with their actions. A peaceful demonstration
was attacked by the military with many
casualties.
9 - 10 am: Demonstrators gathered outside the departmental store, Sarinah. This
location was chosen because other places in
the capital which have been used as meeting
places for activists were surrounded by
troops.
10 am: After about three hundred people
had gathered, including students and young
people from various cities - Jakarta, Bandung, Bogor, Cianjur, Garut, Jombang, Surabaya, Yogyakarta, Salatiga, artists from the
Theatre Workshop and others - the leadership called on the crowd to start marching.
After saying prayers and singing songs of
struggle, the crowd moved away from Sarinah in an orderly fashion. The leadership
stressed the importance of maintaining order
and discipline because of the possibility of
provocations from other demonstrators.
10 - 10.30 am: The march from Sarinah
along Jalan Thamrin was orderly. Whilst
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singing songs of struggle, the demonstrators
also sought to avoid creating traffic jams. As
the march proceeded, leaders explained the
three objectives of the action: a struggle for
freedom of expression, the repeal of the
press-licencing system and the revocation of
the Minister of Information's order withdrawing the licences from TEMPO,
EDITOR and DeTik.
10.30 am: The crowd stopped in front of
the Kresna statue, outside the Main Post
Office, about 200 metres from the Department of Information. The people in charge
wanted to get the demonstrators back into
ordered ranks because they realised that
another group of people dressed in black
camouflage had gathered outside the Information Department; a few days previously,
this group had said they would physically
attack demonstrators who denounce the
withdrawal of the press licences.
We then picked a delegation of people to
negotiate with the security authorities. But
before this could proceed, members of the
delegation were beaten. The crowd of people waiting peacefully were attacked with
batons. These troops wearing black T-shirts
bearing the word Opsih mercilessly attacked
the demonstrators. Even after the demonstrators started to retreat and as they
reached Jalan Thamrin, the beating continued. Some demonstrators who turned down
another road, Kebon Sirih, were also beaten
and kicked, causing blood to flow. Even
street traders on the side-walk were attacked.
The following people - those we have
been able to identify so far -were arrested:
1. Semsar Siahaan, artist - whose leg was
beaten and swollen.
2. Dini Farida, Cianjur LBH (Legal Aid
Institute) who fainted
3. Effendi Saman, Nusantara LBH, whose
head was bleeding.
4. Hadi Ciptono, of KASUM Surabaya,
whose head was bleeding
5. Yudhi, GMNI, his head was bleeding
6. Rahadian, Cianjur LBH
7. Beathor Suryadi, of Pijar Foundation
8. 15 members of the Theatre Workshop
(names given)
9. Este Adi, journalist from JakartaJakarta, who was arrested after having his
face smashed in. His camera was destroyed.
10. WS Rendra, leader of the Theatre
Workshop
11. Selamat, of the free trade union, SBSI
12. Unang Margana, Cianjur
13. Aap Suhnedra, Cianjur
14. Soleh, Cianjur
15. Abong, Cianjur
16. Entah, Cianjur
17. Iding, Cianjur
18. Seven members of GMNI (nationalist
youth organisation) Bandung (names given)
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19. [This number is skipped]
20. Eight persons from the Bogor group
(names given)
21. Eli from Garut
22. Ferry, Bandung
23. [Number skipped]
24. Linda, UI - Universitas Indonesia
(Jakarta)
25. Dita, UI
26. Dewi, UI
27. Mery, IISIP [probably Islamic University Political Science Faculty]
28. Heru. UI
29. Dian, Lampung
The crowd was forced to scatter in all directions because of the violence used by the
military. Many people were injured and
many were arrested but nothing is yet
known about their fate.
11.00 am: Another group of about 200
people managed to reach the Department of
Information. WS Rendra was among this
group. These people were also attacked by
the security forces. Rendra was hit. Some
twenty members of this group were intending to sit in front of the Department reading
poetry. Even so, they were forcibly driven
away and arrested.
Additional information: Two as yet identified foreign journalists were kicked by the
army.
The number of people arrested and
whose presence situation is not known: 56
persons
Jakarta, Monday 27 June, 12.15 pm

STOP ARMY VIOLENCE,
REVOKE THE PRESS BAN S
INDONESIA'S DONOR
COUNTRIES MUST ACT BY
NOT ATTENDING CGI
TAPOL, the Indonesia Human Rights Campaign, today 27 June 1994, issued the
following Press Release:
TAPOL, the Indonesia Human Rights
Campaign, today called on human rights and
solidarity organisations around the world to
support the growing campaign in Indonesia
to end the press ban on three major Indonesia weeklies and end the iniquitous presslicencing system. It also called for strong
denunciation of the armed forces for its
violent attack today on peaceful demonstrators. It called on solidarity groups to press
their governments to refuse to attend next
month's meeting of the World Bank-led
Consultative Group on Indonesia in Paris
which is due to determine this year's allocation of foreign assistance to Indonesia.
Last week, three weeklies, TEMPO,
EDITOR and Detik, were banned after the
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Information Minister withdrew their publishing licences.
For TAPOL, Carmel Budiardjo said:
"Today, a bloody incident occurred in
Jakarta when more than fifty people were
arrested and many injured as hundreds of
baton-wielding troops attacked peaceful
demonstrators who were calling for the
revocation of bans on three leading Jakarta
weeklies. Troops were under orders to halt
the wave of protests throughout the country
at the bans and nationwide calls for an end
to the press licencing system which is a
grave infringement of freedom of expression."
Postpone the CGI meeting!
On 7 and 8 July, countries which provide
massive financial assistance to Indonesia
will attend a meeting of the Consultative
Group on Indonesia (CGI) which is chaired
by the World Bank to fix this year's allocation. Aid has been running at about US$5
billion and could top that amount this year.
TAPOL, along with SKEPHI, the Indonesian Network for Forestry Conservation,
and six development and environmental
NGOs in the UK, has called on the World
Bank to postpone the meeting until the
weeklies have been allowed to resume publication unhindered. It urged the World Bank
President to press President Suharto to
restore the permits to publish of the three
weeklies. In their letter addressed to the
Bank's President, Lewis Preston, they said:
"The clampdown on democratic discourse seriously undermines the efforts of
many groups and individuals in Indonesia to
redirect development into a more sustainable
course... We believe that the World Bank
should be particularly concerned about this
grave infringement of press freedom."
It is well known that the World Bank is
itself unhappy about the huge sums of
money being demanded by Suharto's crony,
the powerful Minister for Research and
Technology, B.J. Habibie, for the purchase
and refurbishment of almost the entire East
German Navy, an issue which was under
scrutiny by the weeklies when they were
banned.
TAPOL has called on solidarity organisations throughout the world to press their
own governments to refuse to attend the
CGI meeting because of the grave attack by
the Indonesian government on press freedom. Central to the latest attack on the
press by the government is its attempt to
stifle criticism of Habibie's huge budget
proposal for the deal to purchase 39 warships from Germany.
TAPOL has also called on East Timor
solidarity groups in all countries to support
this demand. Press freedom is of crucial
importance in ensuring the dissemination of
information to unmask the myths spread

about East Timor by the Suharto regime.
Moreover, the sale by Germany of 39 warships contravenes the UN position on East
Timor which rejects the illegal annexation; it
ignores the fact that the sale reinforces the
armed forces which are in illegal occupation
of East Timor and should be denounced.

MESSAGE TO ALL EAST
TIMOR SOLIDARITY GROUPS
ON PRESS BAN
From TAPOL, June 27
The struggle for press freedom taking
place in Indonesia at present is of crucial
importance to all groups working for East
Timor. It has become a crucial part of the
struggle for democracy in Indonesia and, as
we spell out in our Press Release issued
today, it directly involves issues with which
the East Timor solidarity movement must
concern itself.
It is also important to realise that most
solidarity groups around the world are
working specifically on East Timor, with
few concentrating on Indonesia in general. It
therefore behooves the East Timor solidarity movement to take up issues of a more
general nature regarding democracy and
press freedom in Indonesia.
International solidarity needed to support the press freedom movement in Indonesia will therefore depend to a considerable
extent on East Timor solidarity groups.
Please do what you can to use this important moment and take up the issues suggested in our Release. Most groups are in
countries whose governments will be attending the CGI meeting in Paris. Please consider
what action you can take to press the World
Bank to postpone the meeting and to call on
your governments not to attend.

'RECONCILED' TIMORESE
WANT UN INVOLVEMENT
Publico, 10/6/94
Translated from Portuguese
Abilio Araújo, instigator of the so-called
'Timorese reconciliation process' spoke
yesterday with the Catalan Francesc Vendrell, Boutros Ghali's aide with responsibility for the Timor question. Abilio Araújo
had gone to New York with the express aim
of seeking support from the UN for the
'reconciliation' which he is joint promoter,
along with Francisco Lopes da Cruz, Suharto's ambassador with responsibility for
Timor.
Before entering Vendrell's office, Araújo
told TSF Radio that UN involvement in the
reconciliation process 'could help the two
governments [Portugal and Indonesia] who
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have been negotiating the matter under the
auspices of the UN secretary-general, to
come to an agreement which is in accord
with the aspirations of the people of Timor'.
Referring to the UN's silence with respect to the first and, up to now, only 'reconciliation' meeting which took place in
London early this year, Araújo said it was
regretful that the New York-based organisation had not been linked to the process 'from
the start' and guaranteed that the United
Nations would have a different stance on a
future second meeting.
This conviction of Abilio Araújo was
based on one of the ten points contained in
the UN secretary-general's statement arising
from the recent round of negotiations between Durão Barroso and Ali Alatas.
Boutros Ghali said in the statement, dated
May 6 1994, that 'dialogue between
Timorese should be encouraged' and that
this was 'an important contribution' towards
the efforts being made under his auspices.
'I welcome the involvement of the UN in
the process' added Araújo, before his meeting with Vendrell, anticipating a positive
response to the appeal which had brought
him to New York. This was not the first
contact between the head of the Timorese
outside Timor involved in the 'reconciliation'
process and Boutros Ghali's representative.
When he passed through Lisbon in preparation for the ministerial meeting in May on a
schedule which also took him to Jakarta and
Dili, Francesc Vendrell had raised the question of Abilio Araújo being included among
those he met with in Portugal.

RARE SLIP BY DELORS DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES
SHOCKED BY LACK OF
PORTUGUESE PROTEST
Source: Diario de Noticias, 9/6/94
Dateline: Lisbon
Translated from Portuguese. Abridged
The form in which Jacques Delors legitimized the committee which included Ali
Alatas in the ranks of human rights heroes,
resulted in some irritation yesterday in parts
of the Portuguese Palacio de Necessidades.
The President of the European Commission is in danger of ending his Brussels mandate in a spate of unexpected criticism. Diplomatic circles in Lisbon who follow the
Timorese question attentively, were yesterday visibly irritated by Delors's slip when
he, by his presence, was responsible for
conferring legitimacy on the most recent title
gained by the dictatorial regime in Jakarta, of
'promoter of the universal standards of the
rights of man'.
The Portuguese observers compared the
minimal commitment shown by Delors to-

wards the North-South Centre, which is
based in Lisbon, with the unexpected consideration accorded to the Swedish-based
organisation responsible for including Alatas
on a roster with Nobel Peace Prize winner
Oscar Arias and South African and Czechoslovak civil rights activists when he attended
its press conference at the European Commission headquarters and they remarked on
the extension of Stockholm's interest in
Sumatra oil.
The Portuguese observers further considered that Delors was ill-advised, at the very
least, to have sponsored a whitewash of Ali
Alatas at a time when Portugal had put forward the Timorese bishop, Ximenes Belo,
as a candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize and
would have expected his unequivocal support for this proposal.

'INDONESIA WILL
RECOGNIZE THE TIMORESE
RESISTANCE' - LUIS
CARDOSO, RESISTANCE
REPRESENTATIVE
Expresso, 10/6/94
Byline Mario Robalo. Translated from Portuguese
Indonesia is ready to talk with the
Timorese Resistance, but rejected the presence of a permanent UN delegation in East
Timor, last May, during the meeting between Ali Alatas and Durão Barroso. This
revelation was made by Luis Cardoso, National Council for the Maubere Resistance
(CNRM ) representative in Portugal.
Cardoso, nominated for the post last year
by Ramos Horta, studied in East Timor up
to 1974 and completed secondary schooling
there. From Bobonaro, a town close to the
frontier with the western part of the island,
which belongs to Indonesia, he is a forestry
engineer by profession, having graduated
from the Instituto Superior de Agronomia in
Portugal. His father was a nurse and a militant of the UDT.
Expresso: The Manila Conference took
place, which would appear to show that
Indonesia was thwarted in its attempts to
have it suspended. What is the likely outcome for both the Resistance and for Indonesia?
Luis Cardoso: When the Resistance decided, in conjunction with the Filipino solidarity groups, that it would hold a conference on Timor in what is almost the heart of
the ASEAN region, it was aware that this
would be seen as a blow coming from within
the ranks of its own allies. But the conference also served to show the world the type
of regime that Indonesia is. A regime which,
at the same time as it claims to respect hu-
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man rights in East Timor, tries everything in
its power to block a conference on human
rights.
Expresso: Was the attitude of Suharto in
threatening the Filipino regime that there
would retaliation in the fields of diplomatic
and economic relations, a sign of force or of
weakness within ASEAN?
LC: Indonesia acted out of desperation
because it finds its own area being constantly invaded by people who are fighting
on the Timor issue. Jakarta wanted to make
ASEAN into a fortress for itself and right
now it sees a significant movement in favour
of East Timor within its 'control posts',
which is upsetting for it in spite of its continuing to be the dominant power in relation
to its ASEAN partners...
Expresso: Where does this power come
from?
LC: Basically from its military and economic strength. Also from its being a member of the Non-aligned Nations Movement,
through which it has come to have a powerful voice in terms of foreign policy, and
indeed it was one of the founders.
Expresso: You referred to Indonesia's
military power in the zone.
LC: Indonesia's military power comes
from its main ally, the US, which has been
supplying it with arms for a long time...
Likewise the European Union countries,
England, Germany and its natural ally Holland.
Expresso: Ambassador Lopes da Cruz
recognizes the presence of six or seven battalions of Indonesian troops in East Timor,
of which only one is said to be combatting
guerrillas, who are claimed by him to be
non-operational...
LC: This is propaganda, and the Portuguese people will still remember what used
to happen in the colonial war. Our reply is
the following: the troops which are in
Timor-about 30,000 according to our estimates - are there because there is a strong
armed resistance at this moment. Konis
Santana has stated that the guerrillas have
been operating in the Centre-South zone for
example where they have never been militarily active in the past. Furthermore, although
the Indonesians claim to be demilitarizing
the territory, Konis Santana has already
referred to the fact that there have been
battalions who have left by sea only to return overland from the western part of the
island.
Expresso: The so-called 'reconciliation
meetings' promoted by Abilio Araújo, who
was recently expelled from Fretilin, appear
to weaken the external wing of the resistance.
LC: These meetings, as Xanana Gusmão
has already said, are extemporary and de-
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flect from the real struggle of the people of
Timor.
Expresso: So, in your opinion, is there a
need to promote meetings between the Resistance and the Jakarta government?
LC: Basically, the East Timor question is
based on the violation of a fundamental right
of its people: the right to self-determination.
Jakarta must recognise its error and conform
to international norms. In the CNRM Peace
Plan, it is stated that the right to selfdetermination must be recognised, and that
in a later phase a referendum should be held,
which Indonesia has already tried to reject.
Expresso: But Ambassador Lopes da
Cruz claims that the people no longer talk of
the need for self-determination or of being
liberated from Indonesia ....
LC: This is a mediocre mental attitude, as
there is nobody who does not desire to be
free. Why then do they not hold a referendum in East Timor to see if he is telling the
truth?
Expresso: What guarantees do you have
that the people are really in favour of independence?
LC: The guarantees are given by the people's struggle itself. The people have been
fighting for almost 20 years. If they wanted
to desist they would already have done so.
Expresso: And how many guerrillas do
the people support?
LC: As Xanana Gusmão has said, it is all
the people.
Expresso: Does the Timorese Church
support this struggle? Bishop Ximenes Belo
has recently adopted positions more favorable to the Resistance. Has the Resistance
now come to have a relationship with the
bishop?
LC: Bishop Belo's situation is that of one
who cares for the soul of the people, predominantly Catholic, and this means that he
feels the necessity for the people to be free.
There is an enormous responsibility on him
in his accepting this role, insofar as he see
the entire Timorese Church being oppressed. This has lead him to become a
spokesman for those people for those who
complain of oppression and ill-treatment ...
Expresso: But is there or isn't there a relationship between the Church and the Resistance?
LC: All the people form part of the Resistance. The Church assumes the role of
defender of the Rights of Man.
Expresso: Ambassador Lopes da Cruz arrived in Lisbon last month with an Indonesian passport. Does this seem like a concession on the part of the government?
LC: I can understand the Portuguese government here. The objective of the visit had
overall a religious character, which Indonesia
wished to take advantage of as a propaganda
opportunity.

East Timor Documents, Volume 27. February 16 - April 7, 1994.

Expresso: And what does the Resistance
think of Portugal's position overall, seeing as
it was criticized two years ago by Ramos
Horta?
LC: The Coordinating Committee of the
Resistance diplomatic Front, which is
headed by Ramos Horta, has recently
praised the present Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Durão Barroso, for having surrounded himself with a team well-versed in
the situation, and who have shown themselves to be active of late ...
Expresso: But can the government resolve the Timor question through successive
vetoes on talks between ASEAN and the
EU, or with one more statement, as happened recently over the Manila Conference,
or indeed in the interminable meetings between Durão Barroso and Ali Alatas?
LC: Portugal has carried out its part,
which seems to us a very active one. The
results have not been , as we would wish,
immediate... In the world of diplomacy
things have an other kind of calendar. It is
clear that it is necessary to take other measures. For example at EU level. Portugal
should put pressure on those countries
which actually sell weapons to Indonesia
which then uses them for genocide in Timor.
Expresso: But what force has Portugal
got to put pressure on England to stop the
sale of arms and war planes to Jakarta?
LC: It has the moral force of its position
as administering power for Timor. In other
words, Portugal should take the view that a
part of its territory is being used by Indonesia to unload all that military hardware ...
Expresso: Your reply suggests to me the
following: the Timorese who favour reconciliation propose that Portugal should put a
diplomatic representative in Timor. What's
more, Jakarta appears willing to accept this
...
LC: What Timor needs is a UN delegation ...
Expresso: And why does it not yet have
one?
LC: At the May meeting between Durão
Barroso and Ali Alatas, this was raised.
However, Indonesia rejected the idea.
Expresso: And the Resistance would be
willing to talk to Suharto?
LC: What is happening at the moment is
that there is that Indonesia itself has an
intention of receiving representatives of the
Resistance.
Expresso: Is this a sign of weakness, of
tiredness?
LC: Basically Indonesia thinks that it has
lost the war in East Timor.
Expresso: The diplomatic war?
LC: Even the military war. At the end of
18 years they still have not defeated the
guerrillas. For those who said they could
take Timor in one day, and for the military

in particular, this is an affront. We think
that Indonesia will recognise the Timorese
Resistance.
Expresso: But this meeting would be outside the UN ambit.
LC: No, it would be within the framework of the UN resolutions.
Expresso: And when is this is exp ected
to come about?
LC: At the beginning of the coming year.
Expresso: And who would attend?
LC: On the Resistance side , it would be
the Coordinating Committee of the Diplomatic Front, led by Ramos Horta.
Expresso: Xanana Gusmão will not be
present?
LC: No, his presence is not anticipated at
this meeting as yet, seeing as Indonesia will
not accept the presence of members of the
Resistance from within Timor.
Expresso: What do you intend to bring to
that meeting as your primary objective?
LC: There is the CNRM Peace Plan,
which is already in existence, and envisages
a demilitarization of the territory, the Indonesian administration being withdrawn and
consequent entry of a UN delegation, and in
a concluding phase, the holding of a referendum.
Expresso: Who has transmitted this willingness on the part of Jakarta to hold this
meeting?
LC: It was decided at the last meeting between the two ministers of foreign affairs of
Portugal and Indonesia.
Expresso: At diplomatic level what work
is being carried out by the Resistance?
LC: At this moment, in the US, there is a
lobby at work on both public opinion and
the Senate, and it is supported by the Portuguese government.
Expresso: What form does this support
take?
LC: The government would be best
placed to answer that.
Expresso: Last week, Ramos Horta,
overall head of the CNRM in the exterior,
revealed the existence of a Resistance
'shadow government'. Why at this moment
and what role is it expected to play?
LC: This matter had been under scrutiny
by the CNRM for quite some time, with the
intention of preparing its active personnel to
take up the government of Timor after Indonesia has pulled out. Basically, this would
need to be set up with people who are in
Timor, including those who are presently
working in the Indonesian administration.
This can also be seen as a response to Indonesia which has been claiming that after its
departure, the Resistance would not be able
to provide personnel to govern the country.
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INDONESIAN CENSORSHIP
Jornal de Noticias, 14/6/94
Original Lang.: Portuguese Oporto -The Indonesian Minister for Information
has threatened to punish some newspapers
for publishing 'provocative news which
violates journalistic ethics'. Last Friday the
director of Tempo magazine (which was
closed down by censors in 1974) was summoned to the minister's office because of an
article which revealed that Jakarta had purchased 39 war ships from the former East
Germany. The article had been criticized by
various Indonesian leaders including President Suharto who commented that this type
of news could perturb national stability.

APPEALS IN JAKARTA
Publico, 15/6/94. Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- Salvador Ximenes Soares, an
Indonesian MP of Timorese origin, presented a report last Monday of the committee with responsibility for relations with
foreign parliaments, which contains an appeal for human rights to be respected in East
Timor.
'The efforts to resolve the East Timor
question once and for all should, at the very
least, result in an improvement and a restoration of human rights' reads the report presented by Salvador Ximenes Soares before
the plenary of the Jakarta parliament.
The report invites the Indonesian leaders
to pay more attention to the aspirations of
the Timorese leaders and appeals for the
opening up of the territory to international
human rights organisations such as Asia
Watch and Amnesty International.
The timeliness of this latest report was
brought out yesterday when the executive
director of Asia Watch, who was in Jakarta,
was refused permission to visit East Timor.
The report of the Indonesian parliamentary committee also calls for the authorities
to step up efforts to investigate the fate of
the 56 people who disappeared - this is the
official number given by Jakarta, far below
that calculated by various international organisations - after the events of November
1991.

CD FOR TIMOR
Blitz, 14/6/94
Translated from Portuguese. Abridged
Lisbon -- Midnight Oil and Crowded
House have collaborated on a CD .All in the
Family/ said a spokesperson for the Australian-based Timorese Association, the association responsible for the release of the
album. All profits will go to Timorese or-

phans and will be placed in a Dili bank account in the name of Bishop Ximenes Belo,
who has accepted responsibility for the
administration of the fund.
The line-up for the album includes Mario
Abrantes (.Oan Kiak/, a traditional Timorese
tune played on a bamboo flute), Midnight
Oil (.Kolele Hai/, a song used in the funeral
ritual .wake the dead/ which is based on a
text by Francisco Borja da Costa and Coro
Xanana), Frente! (.Cuscatlan/), Agio Pereira
(.I'm still fighting/) along with many leading
Australian rock artists.

DIPLOMATIC QUANDARY,
TIMOR AND GALLICIA WANT
A PLACE WITH THE SEVEN
Publico, 16/6/94
byline Joaquim T de Negreiros Translated from Portuguese
Lisbon -- Lusophone diplomatic circles
have been faced with a dilemma, because of
the requests for observer status at the summit of the seven Portuguese-speaking countries made by the Timorese Resistance.
How can a place be given to a nonautonomous territory at a meeting of heads
of state and governments? Saying yes would
be complicated. Answering no, more difficult still. One solution may be the provision
of five places at the table for representatives
of the Timorese political movements, and
identifying them as such.
East Timor may be represented by a
delegation of 'representatives of the
Timorese political movements' at the summit to take place on 28 June in Lisbon of the
heads of state of Portugal, Brazil and the
five African Lusophone countries.
The matter was raised yesterday at a
meeting of the Permanent Organising Working Group which has responsibility for the
preparations for the summit. The problem
was treated with caution and no definitive
decisions have as yet been taken. East
Timor (along with Galicia) requested in a
letter signed by Ramos Horta, CNRM representative, that it be present at the summit
with 'observer' status. In such a meeting
between heads of state and government, the
condition of 'observer' presupposes the
statute of 'observer country'. But East
Timor is not a country and does not even
enjoy the situation of autonomy which can
be invoked by Galicia.
The presence of an 'observer' accordingly,
would be complicated. Closing the door on
the Timorese would be more difficult still.
With this scenario, Portugal, whose place in
the Working Group is occupied by Ambassador Antonio Monteiro, is likely to look
favorably on the Timorese presence. Identified as 'representatives of the Timorese
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political movements' there is likely to be
five places at the table for Timorese representing respectively the CNRM, the two
FRETILIN tendencies and two UDT tendencies.
The announcement of the 'claim' by the
Timorese and by Galicia was made by the
Brazilian ambassador in Portugal, Jose
Aparecido de Oliveira, a figure who has been
the most public face of the Community of
Portuguese-speaking Countries project.
Aparecido, speaking at a press conference on Tuesday, read the letter from
Ramos Horta requesting a place at the table
with the Seven. He also revealed that Galicia
had identical aspirations.
The summit, set to take place on 28 June,
will be preceded by a meeting of the foreign
ministers of the countries involved which is
scheduled for 27 June.

MALAYSIA NOT AWARE OF
EAST TIMOR FORUM
KUALA LUMPUR, June 26 (Reuter) Malaysia's foreign minister said his government was not aware of plans to hold an
international forum on East Timor in Kuala
Lumpur, the national Bernama news agency
reported on Sunday. Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said the government had no knowledge of any plan by the Malaysian Action
Front (MAF) to hold such a forum in Kuala
Lumpur and had not given its approval. On
Saturday, Indonesia's official Antara news
agency quoted Indonesia's military spokesman, Brigadier General Syarwan Hamid, as
saying that ties between Malaysia and Indonesia could be affected by the forum.
Antara said the forum was organised by the
MAF, a private umbrella body for about 30
public interest and religious organisations.
Abdullah said Malaysia's policy of noninterference in the East Timor issue was
clear and known to the Indonesian government. he told reporters the issue was the
internal affair of Indonesia which should be
allowed to resolve it. Indonesia and the Philippines came close to a diplomatic row last
month after Manila refused to ban a privately-organised conference on East Timor,
a former Portuguese colony annexed by
Indonesia in 1976.- REUTER

INDONESIA AGAINST
MALAYSIAN FORUM ON EAST
TIMOR
JAKARTA, June 25 (Reuter) - Indonesia's military spokesman said on Saturday
ties between Malaysia and Indonesia could
be affected by a planned forum on East
Timor in Kuala Lumpur. "It is clearly not an
ordinary meeting to discuss East Timor
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because there are some who wish to tarnish
the image of the government and the military," Brigadier General Syarwan Hamid
was quoted as saying by the official Antara
news agency. Indonesia and the Philippines
came close to a diplomatic row last month
after Manila refused to ban a privatelyorganised conference on East Timor, a former Portuguese colony annexed by Indonesia in 1976. The Kuala Lumpur forum is
organised by the Malaysian Action Front, a
private umbrella body for about 30 public
interest and religious organisations, Antara
said. "The forum plans to screen a videotape
of the 'Dili incident' and the tape will surely
be processed so that it will be suitable to
their interests," Syarwan said. Indonesia has
admitted 54 people were killed when soldiers opened fire on a funeral procession in
Dili, East Timor in 1991 but the actual death
toll is believed to be higher. Syarman said
the Kuala Lumpur meeting would not be
good for both Indonesia and the military. "It
could upset the solidarity and good relations
between Indonesia and Malaysia as partners
in ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian
Nations)," he said. "It could also sharpen
the participants' differences over Indonesia."
"Malaysia was disappointed over the convening of the Manila conference...it should
take a similar stand on this forum," he said.

INDONESIAN FORCES
BREAK UP PROTEST, UP TO
40 HELD
27 Jun 94
JAKARTA, Indonesia (Reuter) - Security forces broke up demonstrations in central Jakarta for press freedom Monday,
kicking and beating protesters with long
rattan sticks before leading them away. Up
to 40 people, some with cuts and leg injuries, were detained after two separate demonstrations over last week's ban on three
publications brought central Jakarta to a
halt. Traffic jammed and hundreds on curious onlookers milled about. "Freedom!
Freedom!" screamed one protester as police
beat him with rattan sticks before leading
him away. Police declined to confirm the
arrests. It was the first reported violence
between protesters and security forces since
the government closed down the weeklies
last Tuesday. Some foreign and local journalists were jostled by police and military
officials as they tried to take photographs of
the clash, the latest in a string of protests to
wrack Indonesia since late last year. The
long-serving government of President Suharto last Tuesday banned the hugely popular Detik tabloid, the long-established
Tempo and the financially-troubled Editor.
Diplomats said the weeklies had offended
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ministers close to Suharto through increasingly daring reporting. Jakarta Police Commander Major General Hindarto said the
protests were stopped because the protesters had no permit. He declined to answer
questions. The government last Tuesday
closed down the three weeklies, accusing
them of contravening publishing licenses.
The banned weeklies had given unprecedented coverage of controversial activities of
senior serving and former ministers, including the purchase of 39 East German warships by Technology Minister Jusuf
Habibie, a Suharto protégé.

INDONESIA POLICE CRUSH
PROTEST
27 Jun 94
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Riot police and soldiers attacked with clubs Monday to break up a peaceful demonstration
by journalists, artists and students against
the government's ban on three publications.
As about 150 protesters marched toward
the Department of Information, troops
moved in with their rattan rods. Several
protesters had their legs broken and one
artist, identified as Sensar Siahan, was bleeding from a head wound. Police also went
after 200 more protesters who were already
gathered in front of the department building.
About 60 protesters were arrested, including
the poet and essayist W.S. Rendra, said the
Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation. Members
of the human rights group went to the police
station and met with the arrested. Police
gave no figures on the number arrested or
injured. The foundation said many protesters were hurt and at least four suffered head
wounds. The protests against the closure of
two weekly magazines and a tabloid newspaper have been going on since early last
week. Demonstrators have accused the government of reversing moves toward greater
democracy.
Manizar, a reporter for one of the banned
magazines, Tempo, said police and soldiers
were lashing out wildly against the protesters. "Even after they were prostrate on the
floor, they were kicked and beaten," he said.
Unlike in three previous demonstrations,
police and soldiers appeared to be under
strict orders to stop the protest and discourage future demonstrations. Last Tuesday, the government revoked the publishing
licenses of Tempo, the magazine Editor and
the weekly Detik on grounds their reports
were upsetting national stability by pitting
government officials against each other. In
one article, for example, Detik said that Vice
President Try Sutriso would be made Indonesia's next president, although the Indonesian constitution calls for a consultative

assembly which has not yet occurred. Carrying banners denouncing the ban, the protesters had marched down a main thoroughfare to within 500 yards of the Department
of Information when troops attacked. Brig.
Gen. Wiranto, chief of staff of the Jakarta
military command, accused the protesters of
disturbing peace and order and causing traffic jams. "If you do not want to be arrested,
then you should not join the protest, or
even better don't cover it," Wiranto told
journalists. He said those arrested would be
tried. The earlier demonstrations had dispersed peacefully after some of the demonstrators were able to see Subrata, directorgeneral for press development and graphics.
The ban appeared to be a direct order of
President Suharto, who had warned previously that strong measures would be taken
against any media deemed trying to create
instability in the country.

UPDATE ON FOREIGN AI D
BILL--SENATE MAY VOTE
TOMORROW
June 28, 1994
The foreign aid appropriations bill, which
contained a provision against the use in East
Timor of U.S. weapons sold to Indonesia
when it was passed by the Senate Appropriations Committee, may be coming to a
vote by the full Senate tomorrow, Wednesday, June 29. If you have not already done
so please call/fax your senators asking that
they support the provisions against the use
of U.S. supplied weapons in East Timor. A
copy of the original alert follows.

LETTER TO PRESTON ON
CGI FROM CANADA
28 June 1994
Lewis Preston, President The World
Bank 1818 H Street NW, Washington DC
20433 Fax: (202) 477-1305
Dear Mr Preston,
We are writing to ask that the World
Bank signal its concern regarding the recent
attacks on the freedom of the press in Indonesia. The East Timor Alert Network is a
national association of Canadians working in
support of the right of East Timor to selfdetermination. ETAN was founded in 1987
by the Canadian Council of Churches.
As you know, the Indonesian government has seen fit to ban three leading publications: Tempo, DeTik and Editor. All three
have published materials that are mildly
critical of the Indonesian government, and
have advocated greater democracy for the
world's fourth-largest country.
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These publications are far from radical.
They represent some of the most popular
periodicals in Indonesia.
On the morning of June 27, in Jakarta, a
large crowd gathered to protest the government's decision to ban the three publications. The crowd was attacked with rattan
canes by soldiers, who arrested at least 40
people and injured hundreds more. This is
an inexcusable crime by a government
against its own citizens, exercising peacefully their right to freedom of expression.
In our view, the international community
should do all it can to support the banned
publications and the people who are rallying
to support the freedom of the press. We
would ask that the World Bank signal its
concern by postponing the annual meeting
of the Consultative Group on Indonesia,
scheduled for July 7 and 8 in Paris. The
meeting should not go ahead until the three
publications are allowed their right to publish freely, without government interference.
Last year the CGI granted Indonesia $5
billion in development aid. There should be
no disbursements this year until the three
are allowed to publish again, and violent
actions against Indonesian citizens cease.
When the Suharto regime crushes dissent so
blatantly, how can we justify continuing to
bankroll repression?
By withholding these funds until the Indonesian government grants the fundamental
right of freedom of the press and freedom of
expression, the world community can send a
clear signal and help the people, rather than
government, of Indonesia. Surely that is the
goal of development aid.
Mr Preston, we appeal to you to take a
leadership role in this matter by postponing
the CGI meeting.
Yours sincerely,
David Webster
East Timor Alert Network/Canada
Toronto

AGREEING TO DISAGREE
Far Eastern Economic Review, 30 June,
1994.
By Renato Constantino, Jr.
(Section called: The 5th column)
- Renato Constantino Jr. is chairman of
the Philippine Host Convenors Group of
the Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor.
The conference was held at the University
of the Philippines in Quezon City from
May 31 to June 4. He is also a board member for both the Freedom from Debt Coalition and Initiatives for International Dialogue.
-------------Little could we have known when we
first planned it that our Asian-Pacific Con-

ference on East Timor would become an
issue even larger than that which we were
debating. But that's precisely what happened, thanks to Presidents Suharto and
Ramos.
Today the conference has ended but the
questions it raised are still simmering.
Ramos maintains that good bilateral relations with Indonesia and the accompanying
economic benefits were the paramount considerations behind his decision to try to
close our conference. And to be fair, he did
inform Suharto in the beginning that under
the Philippine Constitution - which guarantees freedom of speech and assembly - the
conference could not be stopped.
The purpose of the conference, held in
Manila, was to discuss the situation in East
Timor. Once Suharto exerted pressure on
Malacanang Palace to stop it, however, the
conference assumed much broader significance. This indeed was only heightened by
Ramos's weak-kneed response. For the handling of the issue calls into question not
simply the human-rights situation on East
Timor but Indonesia's respect for his own
constitution. In short it makes us wonder
what sort of relationship ASEAN implies.
The Ramos government thought, mistakenly, that banning foreign participation
would kill any interest in the conference. It
proved to be a gross miscalculation. Ridiculous deportation orders were issued for
Danielle Mitterand, wife of French President Francois Mitterand; Nobel Laureate
Mairead Maguire; Portuguese MP Carlos
Candao etc. Such was the government's
thoroughness that they put Bishop Finnau
of Tonga on their list, though the bishop had
died six months earlier. Yet despite the ban,
foreign delegates flew in if only to make
their statements, knowing full well that they
ran the risk of deportation. The government's vigilance notwithstanding, 51 delegates from 20 countries participated.
It might even be argued that Ramos handling of the situation lent the proceedings a
prominence that they might otherwise not
have enjoyed. This was a blessing for those
of us concerned with human rights because
our conference was the first experience of
South-South solidarity of its kind. Although
the Philippines ranks among the poorest in a
region known for its economic tigers, we
Filipinos are nonetheless proud of our democratic traditions and commitment to human rights and civil liberties.
The official reaction to the conference
only confirmed us in the belief that the issue
of human rights can never be left solely in
the hands of governments. This is not to say
that we are not for ASEAN’s laudable efforts to prevent the North from recolonising
the South under new forms of domination.
But mass extermination of a people and
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torture are wrong wherever and whenever
they occur. Just as the Philippines supported Indonesia in the latter's war of liberation against the Dutch, so to do we today
support the struggle of the East Timorese
for self-determination.
What does this imply for ASEAN? At
the moment, the Philippines remains the
odd man out in a region of authoritarian
states. Imperfect thought it may be, the
Philippine nation stands out as the lone
democracy in ASEAN. As such, this poses
problems in its relationships with other
members, the most glaring example of which
was the pressure President Suharto brought
to bear on President Ramos to ban our meeting. Still, there are among these authoritarian
states movements working towards the
attainment of democratic rights. That is their
internal task. If they succeed, it will make
our relations smoother.
Regardless of whether its members are
democratic or authoritarian, ASEAN has
legitimate reasons for banding together in
face of the increasing global economic intervention by Northern economies into those
of the south. We thus acknowledge that
ASEAN’s cooperation is needed in the economic sphere to develop economies that
relate well with one another; to foster an
economically stronger region that can stand
up collectively to impositions from the
North inimical to their interests. Such regional solidarity, however cannot be
strengthened if one country tries to bully
another. Nor can it be achieved at the expense of a helpless and hapless people.
What ASEAN needs is unity in diversity
- unity that is necessary so that the nations
of the South can defend themselves from the
inroads of the North if only because what is
good for advanced countries is not necessarily beneficial for developing countries.
These hard economic truths we recognise.
But in dealing with such issues, is it too
much to hope that human compassion for
our fellow men be somehow included in the
equation? Or that leaders of a country are
not asked to violate their own constitutions?
Our conference has now concluded. If
there has been one helpful side effect from
the flap between Manila and Jakarta, it is
that it served only to draw more attention to
the issue of East Timor itself. Many of the
governments of ASEAN doubtless would
prefer to maintain their conspiracy of silence with Indonesia. But the peoples of the
region will not. No one need remind us that
even within ASEAN there exist many different cultures, religions, and ethnic groups.
Bu what we do need to find is a way of
living together as a community. History is
instructive here; the more freedom the individual has in any society, the better that
society can deal with the contradictions
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posed by this diversity. The sooner
ASEAN learns the lesson, the happier all its
people will be.

NO WAY BACK FOR TIMOR:
EVANS
The Age, 27th June, 1994
By Mark Baker, political editor, Canberra
The Foreign Minister Senator Evans, has
declared that it is impossible for East Timor
to regain its independence because this
would lead to the disintegration of Indonesia.
Senator Evans said that the 1975 invasion
of East Timor had distressed Australians
but it was irreversible and it was quixotic for
people to believe otherwise.
His comments, on the eve of a three-day
visit to Jakarta by the Prime Minister, Mr
Keating, are likely to fuel further controversy about Australia's acceptance of Indonesia takeover of the former Portuguese
territory.
Senator Evans could not confirm whether
Mr Keating would raise last week controversial closure of three leading Indonesian
news magazines during his talks tomorrow
with President Suharto.
He said it was up to Keating to decide
whether to convey the Governments concerns about the media crackdown.
"I personally believe he will raise the issue but I don't think it would be fair or appropriate to speculate on how, when and
where," he said in an interview on Channel
10's 'Meet the Pres'.
Mr Keating will open a business forum
being attended by executives of more than
200 Australian companies as part of the
biggest trade and cultural promotion ever
staged by the Australian Government.
But there are fears that the visit will be
overshadowed by continuing tensions in
Jakarta over the magazine closures. Indonesian human rights groups last week called on
Mr Keating to cancel his visit in protest at
the moves.
Senator Evans said yesterday that while
the crackdown was disappointing and counterproductive for Indonesia's international
interests, it was just "part and parcel of the
bumps and grinds" of a big society in the
process of transition.
On East Timor, Senator Evans said Australia and the international community had
accepted that the Indonesia takeover could
not be turned back.
"Successive governments have made the
decision long ago that that's simply irreversible and I think it's quite quixotic to
think otherwise," he said.
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"The stakes are simply perceived, I
think, as too high in terms of potential impact on the disintegration of the country if
this precedent were set.
"Certainly that's the way it's perceived in
Indonesia, and I don't think that kind of
revisiting of sovereignty is going to be possible."
Senator Evans said that if there was ever
going to be "massive mood change in international opinion on East Timor it would
have occurred after the 1991 Dili massacre:
"That simply didn't happen."
But he said the impossibility of reversing
the takeover did not mean that Australia
would not continue to press for better human rights standards, sensitive development
and greater autonomy for the territory.
"And we do that in spades every time we
talk to the Indonesians," he said.
=======================
A summary note: Agio Pereira of East
Timor Relief Association responded to Sen.
Gareth Evans yesterday (Mon, 27/6) at
17:15 hrs, in the drive time, South Australia
ABC/Radio program. The program is hosted
by Gerry Nichols, a very popular current
affairs program.
Agio Pereira criticised Gareth Evans hypocrisy by noting that GE has just released
a book lecturing on how the United Nations
should manage its affairs for better executing
its role as a platform to solve conflicts via
peaceful means; however, Agio Pereira said,
by making such a negative statement, Gareth
Evans only reinforce the position of those,
like Indonesian government, who violate the
UN Charter.
Agio recalled in his interview that East
Timor has deserved ten resolutions passed
in the UN, eight from the GA and two by
the Security Council. The operative section
of the Security Council resolutions were
very similar to those passed to force Iraq
out of Kuwait.
Agio also stated that he understands GE
paranoia about the possibility of East
Timor's international status to change in the
near future, because this would represent a
problem to the Timor Gap Treaty which
involves billions of dollars already, and,
above all, the entire area of the Timor Gap
lies within the range of East Timor national
maritime boundary if one is to apply the
Law of the Sea Convention which gives 200
miles to each territory.
Agio also noted that the international
community is gradually focusing on the East
Timor issue with more hope for a solution.
He recalled that in the last May 6 round of
Talks between the governments of Portugal
and Indonesia under the auspices of the UN,
even the Foreign Affairs Minister of Indonesia, Ali Alatas accepted to receive a delegation of the Resistance. It seems, Agio

noted, that Gareth Evans is more committed
to the occupation of East Timor then Alatas
himself.
Agio stressed also that Gareth Evans sees
the issue of East Timor from a different
angle; the "reality" of East Timor being antiIndonesia. He stressed that defending ET
rights is not against Indonesia at all. It is in
fact a question of defending the United Nations Charter and fundamental rights.
When the journalist asked Agio about
whether the Timorese should give up hope
in obtaining support from Australia, Agio
replied by saying that the Timorese believe
that the attitude of the Australian people
stands in contrast to the attitude of consecutive Australian governments, and, he said,
this is an objective view.

40 HELD AS INDONESIAN
TROOPS CANE
PROTESTERS
Sydney Daily Telegraph (28/6/94)
Jakarta: Indonesian security forces broke
up demonstrators for press freedom in central Jakarta yesterday, kicking and beating
protesters with rattan canes before leading
them away. Up to 40 people, some with
cuts and leg injuries, were detained after
separate demonstrations over last week's
ban on three publications. The protests
brought central Jakarta to a halt. "Freedom!"
"Freedom!" screamed one protester as police beat him. Journalists were jostled by
police and military officials as they tried to
take photographs of the clashes. Police declined to confirm the arrests. It was the first
reported violence between protesters and
security forces since the government closed
the weeklies last Tuesday. The violence
came just one day before Prime Minister
Paul Keating’s' arrival. Media sources and
activists said protests would increase, with
a large demonstration planned for tomorrow
at Indonesia's parliament. The long-serving
government of President Suharto last Tuesday banned the popular Detik tabloid, the
long-established Tempo, and the financially
troubled Editor.
Diplomats said the weeklies had offended
ministers close to the president through
increasingly daring reporting.

INDONESIAN PROTESTERS
ATTACKED AND CANED BY
SOLDIERS
Demonstrations sparked by ban on country's leading magazines
ACTION ALERT From the East Timor
Alert Network/Canada -- 28 June 1994
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Indonesian soldiers attacked thousands of
protesters yesterday, using rattan canes. At
least 40 people were arrested, including the
country's best-known poet, with at least
100 injured. Another demonstration was
planned for Wednesday morning (Tuesday
night, Eastern Time), despite the fears of
renewed violence.
The demonstration was called to protest
a recent ban on three of the most popular
publications in Indonesia: Tempo, DeTik
and Editor. The three had their publishing
licences revoked by the government of
President Suharto for publishing articles
advocating greater democracy in the world's
fourth-largest country.
Four more publications have been warned
that they may lose their licences if they do
not mute criticism of the press ban.
Tempo, DeTik and Editor are far from
radical anti-government papers. Like other
Indonesian publications, they have been
mildly critical at best. Tempo, for instance,
has appeared with a blank page where it had
originally promised to publish an article
about students from Indonesian-occupied
East Timor. "But now even such a silent
press is banned," Tempo director Goenawan
Muhammad (a former editor of the respected magazine) told the English-language
Jakarta Post today. "If a careful press is
banned, what else is there left?"
The protests, however, have now gone
beyond demands for freedom of the press to
encompass the call for greater freedom for
all Indonesians. "This is not only a matter of
Tempo," Goenawan said. If people have
taken to the streets to protest, it is not to
give Tempo another chance to circulate. The
issue at stake is freedom."
Solidarity group wants aid frozen
In a letter sent today to the chairman of
the World Bank, the East Timor Alert Network/Canada (ETAN) called for donor
countries to link their aid to Indonesia to the
publishing licences of the three weeklies.
"When the Suharto regime crushes dissent
so blatantly, how can we justify continuing
to bankroll repression?" the letter asked.
ETAN called on the World Bank and the
government of Canada to postpone the annual meeting of countries and agencies that
give aid money to Indonesia, scheduled to
take place in Paris on July 7 and 8. Last
year, the meeting gave Indonesia approximately $5 billion. "By withholding these
funds until the Indonesian government
grants the fundamental right of freedom of
the press and freedom of expression, the
world community can send a clear signal and
help the people, rather than government, of
Indonesia," ETAN wrote. "Surely that is the
goal of development aid."

Indonesia is a major recipient of Canadian
aid. Last year, it ranked second among bilateral Canadian aid recipients.
ETAN is a national association of Canadians working in support of the right of East
Timor to self-determination. It also has a
concern for democracy in Indonesia, believing that a democratic Indonesia would move
towards granting that right. ETAN was
founded in 1987 by the Canadian Council of
Churches.
ACTION ALERT:
We appeal to supporters to write or fax
in support of the demand to postpone the
annual meeting of the Consultative Group
on Indonesia (CGI). Ask that the meeting be
postponed.
If this is not possible, Canada should use
the CGI meeting as a platform to press for
human rights and freedom of the press in the
strongest possible terms, and not make any
aid pledges itself. We understand that Canada plans to pledge between $30 million and
$40 million. This should not go ahead until
the three publications are given the right to
publish freely.
Letters asking for this have already been
sent by Agir pour Timor (France), TAPOL,
the Indonesian Human Rights Campaign
(UK), Down to Earth Campaign for Ecological Justice in Indonesia (UK), World
Rainforest Movement, SKEPHI Indonesian
Network for Forest Conservation (Indonesia) and many others. The press ban has
been criticized by Reporters sans Frontieres, Article 19 International Centre
Against Censorship, the Indonesian Legal
Aid Institute, and hundreds of journalists
and writers in Indonesia.
The U.S. government has expressed its
opposition to the press bans. "The US
strongly supports freedom of the press
throughout the world," a spokeswoman at
the American Embassy in Jakarta told
Agence France-Presse. "We therefore regret
the Indonesian government's decision to
cancel the publishing licences of three Indonesian journals."
Canada, meanwhile, has said nothing.
Please write to:
1. Lewis Preston, President The World
Bank 1818 H Street NW, Washington DC
20433 Fax: (202) 477-1305
2. Andre Ouellet Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Trade House of
Commons Ottawa Ont. K1A 0A6 Fax:
(613) 995-9926
3. Please send a copy of your letter to
ETAN PO Box 562, Station P Toronto
M5S 2T1 Fax: (416) 531-5850 E-mail: etantor@web.apc.org
4. To protest the press ban itself, you
can send faxes to Poerwanto, the Indonesian
Ambassador to Canada, at (613) 563-2858,
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or to the Indonesian Consulate in Toronto at
(416) 591-6613.

GUELPH U. AID TO
INDONESIA PROJECT
CANCELED
From ETAN/Canada, June 28
The Canadian government has decided to
cancel the Sulawesi Regional Development
Project (SRDP), a CIDA-funded aid project
in Indonesia administered by Guelph University. Government officials cited pressure
from Canadians concerned about Indonesia's
human rights record, particularly with regards to East Timor.
The campaign against SRDP, the largest
university aid-to-Indonesia project in Canada, involved large numbers of individuals
and organizations, including the East Timor
Alert Network and OPIRG-Guelph. Last
year an external peer review report by
Meyer Brownstone, former chief of
OXFAM - Canada and Clovis Demers, vicepresident of the International Centre for
Human Rights and Democratic Development, recommended SRDP be canceled on
human rights grounds, but the university
had been fighting to keep it afloat.
Similar campaign are being conducted at
Simon Fraser University and other schools
with programs in Indonesia.
More details on this victory will be provided soon.

PROTESTS AT NT TRADE
EXPO
Green Left #149, June 29, 1994
By Sally Anne Watson
DARWIN - More than 400 Indonesian
visitors have arrived to attend the Northern
Territory 1994 Trade Expo. On June 23, the
day before the expo opened, a large number
of Indonesian businessmen attended a cocktail party at NT House and met with Chief
Minister Marshall Perron. A lively protest
of 60 Timorese and Australian supporters
gathered outside waving banners and shouting "Free East Timor!" and "No Blood for
Oil".
Local politicians lowered their eyes - embarrassed and not commenting - as they
sidled past the rally. None accepted the
leaflets explaining the cause of the protest.
"As you drink your cocktails, remember
you are also drinking the blood of my people!", one person called. Another pointed
out one of the Indonesians walking into the
building: "He was one of the supervisors of
the enforced work gangs in East Timor".
Protesters moved on to the Indonesian
consul-general's house and lined up in front
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of the fence. Higher ranking invited officials
could be seen through the glass foyer doors,
eating the best of the food, while about 50
men - presumably not so as "important" as
the others - ate in the garage, talking in low
voices. Representative of CNRM (National
Council of Maubere Resistance) Jose Gusmão addressed the Indonesians in their own
language.
"I am Jose Gusmão, the cousin of Xanana
Gusmão", he said. The chatter ceased.
"Fighting for freedom is in our blood. We
will never surrender, no matter what. If you
are free to accept these information leaflets,
say so, and I will send my young son to give
them to you. He is not afraid. However, if
you are not free, we understand." No-one
moved. "We want you to join us to fight the
common enemy, the Indonesian military
dictatorship."
The following day, Timorese and Australians entering the expo wearing T-shirts with
"Free Xanana" and "Fighting Indonesia's
Brutal and Illegal Occupation of East
Timor" were followed closely and escorted
out of the area when found distributing information leaflets to the public. One activist
kept handing out leaflets outside the gate
and was arrested and charged with trespass.
"The Expo is a fraud", said East Timor
activist Robert Wesley-Smith. "The Indonesian businessmen here do not represent
private business in Indonesia; it is all set up
by the Indonesian government."
Four Indonesian governors have indicated
they are not attending the Trade Expo for
security reasons. According to Jose Gusmão, the governors are staying home due to
internal problems within Indonesia, and so
that they don't see the extent of support for
East Timor independence in Australia.

CAMPAIGN STARTS AGAI NST
CRACKDOWN ON
INDONESIAN PRESS
Green Left #149, June 29, 1994
By Wardoyo
JAKARTA - Journalists, students and
democracy activists have held demonstrations in several Indonesian cities protesting
against the Suharto regime's closure of the
country's three weekly news magazines,
Tempo, Detik and Editor. The closures were
announced by the Ministry of Information
on June 21.
No specific reasons were given for the
banning, except that "the publications had
already been warned". Almost all of the
Indonesian middle class and business class
rely on Tempo, Detik and Editor as their
major source of political analysis and comment. They have a combined circulation of
over 800,000.
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A naval ship scandal involving technology and research minister Habibie and
amounts of over $1 billion, the massive
Indonesian Development Bank scandal involving former minister Sudomo and tens of
millions of dollars; open speculation of who
will be next president; front page coverage
of the murder of trade union leaders; discussion of the new Peoples Democratic Union
(PRD) - all these issues have panicked Suharto, who has now carried out his threat of
June 9 that he would take "firm action"
against those media fanning the controversy
over Habibie's ship project.
Within half an hour of the news of the
bans, activists were beginning to organise
using the phones and faxes of NGOs and
student groups. A press statement by the
Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation (YLBHI)
called the move illegal and unconstitutional.
It referred to the banning as a "disaster" for
the process of democratisation.
The PRD called the banning an "arbitrary
abuse of power", indicating the repressive
character of the regime. The PRD stated that
the magazines had provided society with
"honest, truthful and objective reporting
essential to the process of democratisation".
On June 22 two spontaneous rallies of
YLBHI activists and journalists from
Tempo and Detik converged on the Ministry of Information carrying banners reading
"Hang Harmoko" (the minister for information). Officials refused to meet with the
demonstrators.
On June 23, a thousand journalists, students and prominent intellectuals converged
again on the ministry and called for Harmoko to meet with their representatives.
Eventually senior officials met with prominent human rights lawyers Adnan Buyung
Nasution, Mulyana W. Kusuma and H.J.
Princen as well as Muslim parliamentarian
Sri Bintang Pramukas and representatives of
the magazines. The officials reaffirmed that
the banning were legal and proper.
Outside, the demonstration continued
peacefully, though with some skirmishes
when rattan-armed police attempted to force
protesters to the opposite side of the street.
Protests also took place on June 23 in
Bandung, Salatiga, Solo, and Surabaya in
Java and in Medan and Padang in Sumatra.
In Bandung, security forces blocked journalists, supported by students from the Bandung Islamic University, marching to the
provincial parliament. In Salatiga some 300
students and leading intellectuals from Satya
Wacana Christian University, including
George Aditjondro and Arief Budiman, held
a rally.
No support for ban
Other sections of the press reacted angrily, although many have opted for a cautious approach. Media Indonesia, a news-

paper that many consider will be the next
banned, printed an editorial comprising a
black square in which there was nothing but
two teary eyes.
Jakarta Post described the decision as
"truly shocking". But the newspaper added
that democratisation was now "unstoppable". The prestigious and traditionally cautious Kompas daily editorialised that the
ban was a "blow to openness".
On June 22, Jakob Oetama, national head
of the Newspaper Publishing Association,
called on the government to reconsider the
ban. The head of the Indonesian Journalists
Union, Tribuana Said, called on the government to issue new licences as soon as possible.
The chairperson of the government's own
National Human Rights Commission, Ali
Said, called the ban a step backwards, saying
that the mass media play a significant role in
upholding human rights and democracy. The
Forum Demokrasi group and Ali Sadikin of
the Petition of 50 also made statements
condemning the ban.
Brigadier General Syarwan Hamid, head
of Armed Forces Public Information, said
that the move was regrettable and didn't
need to have happened. He stated that conflicts were inevitable in the process of
openness and that both government and
society should take advantage of this in a
passive manner.
Another indication of the armed forces
distancing themselves from the ban is that
no army units have been present at the recent demonstrations in Jakarta, only police
units.
Beginning of end?
Sugeng Bahagijo, chair of the Peoples
Democratic Union, told Green Left Weekly
that Suharto had made a strategic error and
that this could mark the beginning of the end
for his rule. It is clear that the ban was precipitated by the coverage of differences
within the government over Habibie's purchase of 39 former East German naval ships.
Habibie is considered to be one of the possible successors to Suharto and a very close
confidant.
Suharto himself stepped into the controversy over the project by denying that
Habibie had acted without consulting anybody in the government and explaining that
he had been acting on Suharto's instructions.
The Indonesian navy had already stated it
was not consulted.
However, coverage of the Habibie scandal
was just the last straw. Increasing activism
on the part of students, workers and farmers
has brought a range of new issues onto the
political agenda which have been more and
more boldly reported in the media. The
bolder reporting has spread to cover several
major financial scandals. The Suharto clique,
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of which Harmoko and Habibie are key
figures, has been more exposed. Under this
increased pressure, Suharto panicked.
There has never been such widespread
opposition to the government on any issue.
Moreover, now establishment institutions
have felt directly what students, workers
and others have been feeling for a long time.
As one senior and experienced Indonesian
journalist told Green Left Weekly, "Now
more people will begin to realise that human
rights are an issue for everybody, not just
former political prisoners and students".

AUSTRALIA'S ECONOMIC,
MILITARY LINKS WITH
JAKARTA STRENGTHENED
Green Left #149, June 29, 1994
By Jon Land
Australia's biggest trade and business
promotion ever held overseas was opened
by foreign affairs and trade minister Gareth
Evans in Jakarta on June 14. The $8 million
project has displays by some 500 businesses.
During the three weeks of the trade fair,
Paul Keating will head the largest delegation
of Australian federal and state ministers ever
to visit Indonesia. The Northern Territory is
holding a similar but smaller trade fair,
which is expected to attract investors from
across South-East Asia, including some 450
Indonesian business people.
Australian companies are well placed to
take advantage of Indonesia's recent changes
to foreign investment laws, which from June
2 allow 100% foreign ownership. Mining
and engineering firms like CRA, BHP and
Transfield have developed extensive interests throughout Indonesia and have been
joined by other major firms such as Lend
Lease in the recent period.
Oil and gas companies have high hopes
for projects in the Timor Gap. Deposits in
this region have been estimated at 100 million to 1 billion barrels of oil plus a further
50,000 billion cubic feet of natural gas.
The Jakarta trade fair represents the culmination of steps in recent years by the
Australian government and business to develop a much closer relationship with the
Indonesian elite. Patrick Walters, the Jakarta
correspondent for the Australian, comments, "At no other time in the almost 50
year history of Australia-Indonesia relations
have Jakarta and Canberra put more effort
into the strengthening of political, economic
and cultural ties".
Less well publicised has been the extension of military cooperation between the
Australian Defence Forces and ABRI (Indonesian armed forces). Major-General Peter
Arnison, soon to be second in command of

the ADF, on June 16 announced proposals
for joint exercises and an extensive tour by
ADF heads later this year.
Part of this will involve a visit by Air
Commodore Peter Nicholson to the eastern
provinces of Indonesia. Nicholson and 15
other officers will tour the commands responsible for the islands east of Bali, including illegally occupied East Timor. In the
June 9 Canberra Times, Nicholson is quoted
as stating, "Human rights is not as big a
problem as it is made out to be and the figure of 200,000 people killed on the island
[East Timor] is simply not true".
The elite Indonesian Kopassus commando forces which train regularly at the
SAS base near Perth have been documented
by church, human rights and solidarity
groups as involved in torture and murder in
East Timor and throughout Indonesia. Joint
naval exercises took place last August off
the coast from Darwin. Officer exchange
programs are increasing.
Nicholson's comments mirror those of
successive Australian governments which
have preferred to put oil dollars and trade
before human lives.

U.S.-INDONESIA: U.S.
'REGRETS' CLOSURE OF
JOURNALS
WASHINGTON, Jun 22 (IPS) - The
U.S. State Department said Wednesday it
"regrets" the government's closure in Indonesia of three popular journals.
Washington's mild reaction distressed
human rights activists here. Mike
Jendrzejczyk, Washington director of Human Rights Watch/Asia (HRW/Asia), called
the reprimand "very disappointing."
He said the weak response showed that
the administration of President Bill Clinton
"is reluctant to disrupt U.S.-Indonesian
relations in any way before the November
meeting" of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum near Jakarta.
On Tuesday, the Ministry of Information revoked the publishing licences of
Tempo and Editor, both weekly news
magazines, and Detik, a weekly tabloid with
a circulation of almost 500,000.
In what is being described here as the
worst press crackdown in years, the government said the publications were "sowing
discord" and threatening national stability. It
also said they had violated the country's
'Journalistic Code of Ethics'.
The bans set off a street protest in Jakarta Wednesday in which hundreds of human rights activists and journalists marched
in front of the ministry.
The government's action followed articles
appearing in all three journals about the
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controversy over the purchase and refurbishing of East German warships by B.J.
Habibie, the influential Minister of Research
and Technology.
The journals had also given extensive
coverage to the corruption trial of businessman Eddy Tansil who has ties to top levels
of the government of President Suharto.
The bans are seen here as a major reversal
in a lengthy liberalisation process which has
offered the country's journalists unprecedented freedom.
The director of HRW/Asia, Sidney Jones,
noted that coverage of the Habibie controversy and the Tansil case would have been
"off limits" several years ago.
"It looks as though press freedom in Indonesia is still a matter of personal whim,"
she said. "None of these publications threatened national security. They offended the
politically powerful, and that's what go
them shut down."
"By this action, the Indonesia government has not only effectively killed three of
the most widely read and courageous publications in the country. It has also killed it
own carefully constructed image of openness," she said.
The move follows other recent actions
curbing freedom of expression, HRW/Asia,
formerly known as Asia Watch, said.
Last Friday, a high court in Jakarta increased the prison sentences given to 21
students convicted in May of "insulting the
President" during demonstrations last November. They will now have to spend 14
months in jail instead of the six months to
which they were originally sentenced.
At the same time, the sentence against a
demonstration organiser was lengthened
from four to five years.
At the end of last month, Jakarta tried to
get the government of Philippine President
Fidel Ramos to cancel an international conference on East Timor.
The latest moves may have repercussions
here where the U.S. Congress is debating the
future of U.S. military aid and sales
Congress cut off military aid to Indonesia
in 1992 in reaction to a Nov. 1991 massacre
by Indonesian troops of East Timorese
demonstrators in the Dili, the capital of the
former Portuguese colony forcibly annexed
by Jakarta in 1976.
The House of Representatives voted this
year to ban all U.S. training of Indonesian
troops, including that which is paid for by
the Indonesians themselves. The Senate is
likely to vote on a similar measure this
week, as well as a ban on the use of U.S.
military equipment in East Timor.
After taking a strong human rights stand
on Indonesia after taking office in January,
1993, the Clinton administration appears to

Page 256

have eased pressure on Jakarta over the last
year.
Last year, it blocked the transfer of U.S.made jet fighters by Jordan to Indonesia
and, for the first time, backed a resolution
on East Timor at the U.N. Human Rights
Commission in Geneva. It also threatened to
withdraw the country's preferential trade
status due to its poor record on respecting
workers' rights.
But as Clinton has given more priority to
Asia and boosting U.S. exports, Washington
has backed off confrontation with Jakarta.
Indonesia is now rated at the top of a Commerce Department list of ten of the most
promising "emerging markets" for U.S. business. It also suspended until September its
investigation on workers' rights.
A major consideration, according to analysts here, is Indonesia's chairmanship this
year of APEC, the five-year-old forum
which Clinton hopes will lay the foundations for a trans- Pacific economic community.
Jendrzejczyk told IPS Washington's 'regret' falls far short of the seriousness of
developments in Jakarta. "We think the U.S.
should call in the Indonesian ambassador
with a protest and raise this case in Paris
when Indonesia's donors meet next month,"
he said.(ENDS/IPS/JL/94)

HOW THE WEST FUNDS
SUHARTO'S REPRESSION
Green Left #149, June 29, 1994
By Jon Land
A controversial report released in the US
has exposed funding of the Indonesian military through World Bank loans. These loans
have the full backing of the US government,
which has the controlling vote over World
Bank projects. Titled Financing Military
Rule: The Clinton Administration, the
World Bank, and Indonesia, it shows in
detail how the Clinton administration and
World Bank have chosen to ignore the issue
of the military economy in Indonesia.
Researched by the Project on Demilitarization and Democracy, a Washington-based
NGO, the report looks at the dominating
role of the Indonesian military in economic
and political affairs.
Hundreds of firms and national companies are controlled by the military. They are
concentrated into four major business
groupings, one for each of the military
branches: Inkopad (army); Inkopal (navy);
Inkopau (air force); and Inkopak (police).
The Ministry of Defence also has an umbrella body called the Tri Usaha Bhakti,
which links other military business holdings.
Powerful military commands such as
KOSTRAD (Strategic Reserve) control their
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own companies and monopolies. The report
gives the example of P.T. Denok as a ``classic military firm, run by the armed forces to
increase its own budget and provide officers
with personal profits''.
Denok was established and run by General Benny Murdani, who as head of the
military command that administered East
Timor after the 1975 invasion, controlled
the lucrative coffee trade of East Timor.
From 1977 to 1983, Denok netted at least
$30 million in profits for Murdani.
The report contrasts this situation with
the guidelines supposedly used by Congress
and the World Bank in assessing loans to
developing countries. Such loans and aid are,
according to these guidelines, intended to
promote democracy, economic efficiency
and the reduction of military involvement in
civilian affairs.
The Project on Demilitarization and Democracy argues in the report that World
Bank loans directly benefit the military
business monopolies which exist in all strata
of the Indonesian economy. Loans ``intended'' to improve infrastructure and the
livelihood of all Indonesians are used to
maintain the corrupt military regime.
The report points out that the repressive
attitude of the military to labour, environment and land rights disputes is due to the
fact that so many serving and retired generals are at the head or on the board of staterun or private firms: ``... the armed forces'
vigorous promotion of anti-strike and antilabour regulations is not simply a reflection
of a conservative political and social ideology, but also reflects their corporate interests as a major institutional owner of capital''.
It is estimated that the official military
budget reported to international agencies is
25-50% below the actual budget. Over the
last 10 years, the annual World Bank loans
to Indonesia of US$1.6 billion have been
roughly equivalent to Indonesia's stated
military budget. The Project on Demilitarization and Democracy cites an International
Monetary Fund econometric study, which
shows that military dictatorships use foreign aid to cover budget expenses, which in
turn allows them to increase spending on
their armed forces.
The report criticises the World Bank and
US government for turning a blind eye to
this practice. ``Despite ringing endorsements by top international and US officials
of the concept of reducing the world's $US1
trillion in annual military expenditures by
conditioning World Bank loans on countries'
willingness to demilitarize, operational personnel working on Indonesia and other
countries have been given no concrete guidance on how to implement this concept and
thus have not done so.

``The Clinton administration has not
taken concrete steps to make US approval
of World Bank and International Monetary
Fund loans contingent on reduced military
spending. There is a reluctance among US,
as well as Bank and Fund, personnel to
challenge borrowers' claims that any discussion of military spending is an infringement
on national sovereignty.''
It is standard World Bank practice for
any loan to be accompanied by a formal
agreement known as a Letter of Conditionality. Indonesia is the one country that does
not have to sign Letters of Conditionality.
One expert quoted in the report says Indonesia is ``the golden boy of the international
lending community'', partly because of its
timely repayments. The World Bank
chooses to overlook the absence of the letters.
While the Clinton administration has
called for Indonesia to improve its labour
code and human rights record, it is not out
of pure humanitarian concern that these
issues have been raised. There are other
forces at play pressuring Congress on relations with Indonesia.
There are the US manufacturing and textile industries competing with cheap imports from Indonesia. Under the Generalised
System of Preferences (GSP), Indonesian
textile imports enjoy millions of dollars in
tax exemptions each year and flood the US
textile market. There is growing opposition
to this from the domestic textile industry.
Then there is the activity of human rights
and social justice groups around issues such
as freedom for East Timor. They have
grown in size and become more vocal and
better organised.
Indonesia was the largest recipient of US
military aid at the time it invaded East
Timor in 1975. This funding actually increased under Carter (1977-81).
Indonesia is in the process of modernising and expanding its air force. Apart from
British supplied Hawk jets, all of Indonesia's fighter and ground attack jets are US
made, consisting of 12 F-16s, 14 F-5s and
28 A-4s.
The US has also supplied 12 OV-10
``Bronco'' observation aircraft, which have
been modified to carry bombs and rockets.
They have been used extensively in saturation bombing campaigns throughout East
Timor.
The Indonesian state-owned aviation
company, IPTN, has also signed a $117
million contract with Boeing for surveillance
and radar technology. A joint venture between Bell helicopters and IPTN has been
finalised, with much of the work to take
place at IPTN's own facilities.
Following the massacre in Dili in November 1991, demonstrations and lobbying
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from solidarity and human rights groups
forced the Bush administration to reconsider
its direct military aid to Indonesia. Military
aid was suspended in the wake of worldwide condemnation.
The Indonesian government carried out
investigations in order to appease international scrutiny. Several minor officers and
soldiers involved were ``reprimanded''. (The
charges against them were very minor. One
officer served his sentence while on holiday
in Bali.) Military aid was gradually renewed.
While on the campaign trail for the US
presidential election, Clinton harangued
Bush for his ``coddling of dictators''. His
administration was to take a more humane
stance in the crumbling New World Order.
US foreign policy, however, has not dramatically changed for the better. Clinton
remains committed to supporting repressive
regimes, especially those of strategic importance or with large amounts of investment
from US corporations.
Indonesia is sure to remain an important
strategic and economic ally for the US. Telecommunications, mining and engineering
corporations based in the US are watching
the developments in Indonesia closely.
There are billions of dollars of investment at
stake.
Despite the posturing by Clinton on human rights in the region, the military regime
in Indonesia will continue to be bankrolled
by the World Bank and US.

SOLIDARITY RALLY TO
FOCUS ON AUSTRALIA'S
ROLE
Green Left #149, June 29, 1994
By Nick Fredman
SYDNEY - When hundreds of young activists gather here from Friday to Sunday,
July 8-10, for the Resistance national conference, international solidarity will be high
on the agenda. Campaigning against Australian imperialism's plans in the Asia-Pacific
region will be a particular focus, and will be
highlighted by a pre-conference rally at
Town Hall on Thursday, July 7, at 4.30pm.
Entitled ``Stop Australian intervention For peace and justice in the Asia-Pacific
region'', the rally will be addressing Australia's support for wars, occupation and repression in Bougainville, East Timor, West
Papua and Aceh, and the lack of human
rights in Indonesia and the Philippines.
``The Australian government and big
business are desperately propping up authoritarian rule in the region'', solidarity
activist Max Lane, who will be speaking at
the rally, told Green Left. ``To get the profits they're greedy for, they have to compete
with the US and Japan. They can't compete

economically, so they're competing politically by being the most unqualified supporters of these regimes.''
Lane recently attended the Asia Pacific
Conference on East Timor (APCET) in
Manila. ``The conference signalled the beginning of an Asia-wide campaign in support of East Timor with a solid base in the
Philippines progressive movement. Together with the international campaign and
the growing democracy movement in Indonesia, APCET showed that Indonesia's occupation is doomed.''
Other speakers at the rally, many of
whom will also be guest speakers at the
Resistance conference, will include East
Timor, Bougainville and West Papua solidarity activists, Peti Lafanama from Melanesian Solidarity (PNG) and Ma Cecilia
Leano from the Philippines progressive
movement.
``As well as Resistance activists and
other young people attending the conference, solidarity groups such as the Australia
East Timor Association, the Bougainville
Freedom Movement and Aksi - Indonesia
Solidarity have been invited to participate'',
Samantha Lazzaro, one of the rally organisers told Green Left. ``This action is just part
of the ongoing campaign against Australian
militarism and exploitation of the region.''
Resistance is demanding:
* Australia and Papua New Guinea out
of Bougainville;
* Indonesia out of East Timor;
* Self-determination for West Papua and
Aceh;
* No Australian military aid to the Indonesian dictatorship;
* Democracy and human rights in the
Philippines.
For more information, contact Resistance
on (02) 690 1230.

SENATE STARTS DEBATE
ON EAST TIMOR BILL TODAY
From ETAN/US, June 29
The U.S. Senate began debate this morning on H.R.4426, the Foreign Assistance
Appropriations bill for Fiscal 1995. The bill
includes a section prohibiting the use in East
Timor of lethal weapons sold by the U.S. to
Indonesia.
The floor discussion on this bill may last
2-3 days. There is a good chance that a proSuharto Senator will offer an amendment to
weaken or remove the provision on East
Timor.
PLEASE CALL YOUR SENATORS
OFFICE TODAY (202-224-3121) AND
ASK THEM TO SUPPORT SENATOR
LEAHY'S PROVISION ON US ARMS
SALES TO INDONESIA.
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Below is a fax we just sent to a number
of Senators which points out the basic issues:
---------------------On June 29, the Foreign Assistance Appropriations Bill (H.R.4426) will come up
on the Senate floor. One of the provisions of
this bill restricts the use of lethal weapons
sold to Indonesia under FMS, preventing
their use in the occupied territory of East
Timor. We hope you will support this provision.
As you know, Indonesia invaded East
Timor in December, 1975. Their invasion
and occupation, which have resulted in
200,000 deaths (one-third of the East
Timorese population), have been condemned by the U.N. Security Council and
many human rights groups.
A 1958 treaty between the United States
and Indonesia prohibits the use of U.S.supplied arms for aggressive purposes. Furthermore, U.S. laws prohibits sale of weapons to egregious human rights violators.
Nevertheless, arms sold to Indonesia by the
U.S. have been used for much of the violence against the East Timorese people, and
continue to be to this day. Although current
State Department policy is not to allow
small arms sales to Indonesia, some warplane and warship-armament sales are on
the horizon; these could be used to continue
the reign of terror.
We encourage you to support Senator
Leahy's initiative to reinforce current U.S.
law and explicitly disallow the use of such
weapons in East Timor. If it is challenged on
the Senate floor, we hope you will speak for
and vote for this very important measure.
Last week, the Indonesian government
banned the publication of three major
newsweeklies -- the equivalent of closing
down Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News and
World Report. Earlier this month, they bullied the Philippine government into trying to
suppress a conference on East Timor in
Manila. Jakarta is trying to hide their atrocities from the world community. Don't let
them. Thank you very much.
Sincerely,
Charles Scheiner
Coordinator, East Timor Action Network/US
For more information, contact ETAN at
cscheiner@igc.apc.org.

KEEP TIMOR ALIVE SAY S
BISHOP BELO
THE IRISH CATHOLIC 23RD JUNE
REPORTER BRIGID A. RYAN
Out spoken critic of Indonesian occupation in East Timor, Catholic Bishop Dr.
Carlos Belo has sent warm wishes to those
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people expressing solidarity with the
Timorese and urged them, including the
dedicated campaigners in Ireland, to keep
the issue of East Timor alive.
In response to a question from journalist
and film-maker, John Pilger, Bishop Belo
said, "more films please, keep the issue
alive".
John Pilger was in Ireland to 're-launch'
his book Distant Voices, which carries a
new section on East Timor, the island he
entered under the cover of a travel agent,
Adventure Tours, to film sections of the
documentary shown recently on RTE,
Death of a Nation : The Timor Conspiracy.
"Bishop Belo sounds in good heart, his
voice sounds strong," John Pilger told the
Irish Catholic.
Since the Indonesian invasion in 1975,
the Catholic Church a refuge for East
Timorese coming to terms with the brutal
Jakarta regime. From being only a fraction of
the populations during centuries of Portuguese colonialism, registered Catholics make
up about 90% of the islands 750,000 people. The growth has been attributed largely
to the Catholic Church's vocal leadership
that has spoken out in defence of the ordinary people.
During his time in East Timor John Pilger
was assisted by the clergy. It is impossible
to travel in East Timor without getting some
help form the Church which has become the
open centre of resistance, he said.
Mr. Pilger told The Irish Catholic that he
was very encouraged by his visit to Ireland,
"a country which has a caring tradition,
network of concern for a whole variety of
human rights issues".
Irish people must encourage their government to break ranks with its European
partners, speak about arms supplies to Indonesia and I think that it will do so, he
said.

JAMES DUNN SPEAKS TO
NEW ZEALAND PARLIAMENT
free, abridged translation of Lusa news of
June 30:
James Dunn, former Australian advisor
for East Timor, spoke today before the New
Zealand parliament commission for foreign
affairs. Dunn was Australia's foreign ambassador in ET for three years during the Portuguese administration. Dunn stated that ET
had suffered the largest population loss of
any country since World War II, after the
Indonesian invasion, and added that in some
villages the entire population had been exterminated. Dunn referred 60,000 dead in
the first year following the invasion. Dunn
stated that the population loss in ET was
far worse than even that in Vietnam, Cam-
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bodia or Ethiopia. According to Dunn, the
200,000 dead cited by Amnesty International and other organizations are underestimated. To support this claim, Dunn said
that in 1975 prior to the invasion, the ET
population was 688,000, and was growing
at 2% per year. This growth rate would
have reached a million people in 1994, but
instead there are only 650,000 East
Timorese today.

SENATE VOTE ON EAST
TIMOR
CONGRESSIONAL PRESENTATION
FOR PROMOTING PEACE FY 1995
Coming deals
Earlier this year, in the wake of the Feingold amendment, the State Department imposed a ban on small arms sales to Indonesia. Although it is not yet clear which items
the ban covers or how long it will stay in
force, it represents the first time that such
an across-the-board prohibition has been
imposed on any type of weapons sale to
Indonesia. Some administration officials say
that the ban will be used as political cover
for approval of upcoming large-scale weapons sales, including a pending deal for F-16s.
(There is good reason for skepticism about
the ban, given the reaction of the State Department and the Pentagon to the 1992
IMET cutoff. Despite warnings from Senators Leahy and Pell that they were defying
Congressional intent, they have continued to
train Indonesian officers - the only difference is that now Jakarta foots the bill.) But
regardless of officials' current intentions, the
small arms ban sets an important precedent:
it represents tacit acceptance on the part of
the State Department of the principle that
withholding weapons sales can advance
human rights. Now the issue becomes: what
kind of sales should be withheld? And, why,
if Jakarta's armed forces continue to defy
the Security Council, should the US provide
them with any weapons sales at all? Since
the 1991 massacre , the State Department
has licensed more than 250 military sales to
Indonesia. The items sold have ranged from
machine guns and M-16s to electronic components and communications gear and spare
parts for attack planes. Every shipment
sends a political message that the Indonesian
armed forces and their illegal occupation of
East Timor still enjoy US government support. The US should end those sales and
inform the UN Secretary General that it is
now willing to support enforcement of the
Security Council resolutions. This would
mean supporting the call of Bishop Belo of
East Timor for a UN - supervised referen-

dum in which the Timorese would freely
choose their own political status.
--April 21, 1994 Hearing before the Foreign Operations Subcommittee of the House
Appropriations Committee. Assistant Secretary for Human Rights and Humanitarian
Affairs John Shattuck
Shattuck: I think the situation in Indonesia is certainly not one of significant human
rights improvements, although a great deal
of work is being done, both affirmative and
shall we say restrictive in terms of that area.
We have recently, as I indicated in my testimony, developed a new small arms or
conventional weapons policy, which bars
the sale of lethal weapons, small arms, that
might be used for internal security purposes
in Indonesia. As you probably also know
the transfer of F5s from Jordan to Indonesia
recently was denied. So there are some very
firm measures that have been adopted with
respect to Indonesia.
Obviously in a country such as Indonesia
where the United States has a wide range of
interests, just the interest of promoting
human rights and democracy, but also security interest as well. These interests are
going to be balanced, and the balance is being
struck by making sure that small arms sales
which could be used to put down and discourage the exercise of human rights in Indonesia are not going to go forward. While at
the same time, arms sales that affect the
strategic interests, to the extent that we can
be reasonably confident that they will not
directly impact on the human rights situation, will go forward because of the important security [unintelligible word]. With
respect to the International Military Educational and Training program, we are now
really looking at these programs particularly
in their expanded fashion as a way of producing greater input into foreign militaries
on human rights and democracy and civilian
control. Now in the case of Indonesia, civilian control is one of the ultimate objectives
obviously in respect to the Indonesian military. For that reason we see the IMET program as an important component and an
affirmative component to try to move forward with Indonesia on human rights and
democracy.
SHATTUCK: The ban on arms sales is
to Indonesia not East Timor, we are talking
about the entire country. affects small arms
and lethal crowd control equipment. Small
arms being essentially hand-held conventional weapons which are distinguished from
strategic weapons -- planes, large strategic
items. I'd be happy to submit for the record
a definition to give you a precise explanation. But the whole thrust of the policy is to
insure that those weapons that might be
used on the ground for crowd control and
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other actions of the kind that we saw in Dili,
in East Timor in 1991 and such horrendous
human rights abuses are not provided to
Indonesia.
LOWEY: And how would you feel about
the Feingold amendment?
SHATTUCK: We make a distinction between the strategic weapons, as I said earlier
in my statement that the United States has a
number of interests in Indonesia, including
strategic interests. So therefore to the extent
that we are talking about banning strategic
weapons as opposed to small conventional
weapons that can be used to abuse human
rights. But we have worked closely with
Senator Feingold and with others in the
Congress to address this issue through the
arms ban that I have described to you.

U.S. BANS SMALL ARMS SALES TO
INDONESIA
Apr 29, 1994 in cdp:disarm.armstra
The State Department, reacting to pressure from Congress to condition U.S. weapons sales to Indonesia on improvements in
human rights, has banned the export of small
weapons to Jakarta. According to a State
Department official, the policy was adopted
in early January and was "a response to
human rights violations not exclusive to East
Timor." Indonesian troops killed 100
Timorese mourners in a cemetery in November, 1991.
"We would look disfavorably at an application to export small to medium arms" to
Indonesia, the official, who requested anonymity, said. While a formal list of banned
arms has not been put together, automatic
weapons, mortars, ammunition and "lethal
crowd control weapons" would be included.
"These are general guidelines and every
weapons system has not been listed," the
official noted. The "low-key" policy, as it
was called, is an attempt to "balance" U.S.
concerns for human rights with its long-time
ties to Indonesia. "Considering that Indonesia is a strategic ally and that we have access
to their ports,. . . we set the policy to attempt a balance," the official said. "We value
our relationship" with Jakarta, the source
noted.
However, while praising the administration's ban, some human rights and arms
control analysts are still wary of U.S. policy. Despite rejecting a Jordanian request to
transfer American-made F- 5E aircraft to
Indonesia last summer, the State Department has not ruled out future sales of hightech weapons to Jakarta. For example, Indonesia has been mentioned as a possible
recipient of used F-16 aircraft under an Air
force proposal to sell-off older jets.
"We might consider the transfer of larger
weapons systems," the State Department

analyst said, "taking into consideration
technology transfer, regional stability and
human rights issues." When pressed for
specifics, the official said a sale will "probably not [occur] in the current session of
Congress due to opposition there."

INDONESIA MAY BUY U.S.BUILT F-16 JET FIGHTS
JAKARTA, March 24 (UPI) Indonesia
plans to buy more advanced U.S.-made F-16
jet fighters in a bid to strengthen the existing
combat capability, the official Antara news
agency reported Thursday. Air Force Chief
Marshal Rilo Pambudi told Antara that the
purchase would be completed in 1996. He
said additional F-16 jet fighters were needed
to bolster the Air Force's capability in helping maintain security in the entire territory
of Indonesia, however, he did not say how
many F-16 aircraft would be purchased.
Indonesia also is scheduled to take delivery
of 24 Hawk jet fighters from Britain in
1996. The Indonesian Air Force currently
operates modern jet fighters, including the
U.S.-built F-16 Fighting Falcon. Last year,
the United States rejected Jordan's request
of authorization to sell four used U.S.-made
F-5 jet fighters to Indonesia. Washington
targeted Jakarta's widely-criticized human
rights record in the former Portuguese colony of East Timor. For the same reason,
Washington last year also decided to cut off
its military education training aid to Indonesia.

U.S. ASSURES INDONESIA
ON FUTURE ARMS SALES
Defense News February 28, 1994 /March
21, 1994
By RICHARD C. BARNARD, Defense News
Staff Writer, Staff Writer Philip Finnegan
contributed to this report from Washington.
SINGAPORE U.S. government officials
have been quietly reassuring the Indonesian
government in recent months that requests
to approve weapon sales will be viewed
favorably despite the rejection of the transfer of used F-5 jets to Indonesia, according
to several American industry sources here.
"As with other [Association of Southeast
Asian Nation] countries, we are inclined to
treat favorably Indonesian defense procurement requests provided the proposed transfers meet our standard criteria," said a State
Department official in Washington. Those
criteria include human rights, proliferation,
regional arms balances, Indonesian security
requirements and the support of U.S. strategic interests. U.S. officials have been working to clarify this policy to the Indonesian
government, the official said. There also
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have been some minor sales of U.S. defense
items in recent months although license
requests for small and light arms and lethal
crowd control items will not be approved,
he said. These reassurances about future
arms sales followed the State Department's
rejection on July 19 of a transfer of four to
seven F-5E fighters from Jordan to Indonesia in response to human rights concerns in
East Timor, a former Portuguese colony
occupied by Indonesia in 1975. When the
U.S. government sells arms abroad, it normally stipulates that any transfer to a third
party be approved by the United States.
The State Department stressed, at the time
that it rejected the sale, that further sales
would be reviewed on their merits. The
State Department's actions followed a June
2 letter by four U.S. senators urging an end
to the sales. The senators are Claiborne Pell,
D-FRI., chairman of the House Foreign
Relations Committee; Edward Kennedy, DMass.; Tom Harkin, D-Iowa; and Russell
Feingold, D-Wis. Although the U.S. government is willing to consider further defense sales to Indonesia, congressional critics of the Indonesian human rights record
continue to push for an outright ban on
sales. Legislation supporting a ban on sales
to Indonesia has been included in the Senate
1994 foreign assistance bill by Feingold.
In Irian Jaya, Freeport McMoran operates one of the world's biggest copper
mines. Beyond the huge commercial interests, the US also wants to maintain a strategic relationship with Indonesia. Said ambassador Barry: "Our forces exercise and train
with each other on a modest but useful scale
throughout the year. "And the Indonesian
government has granted access to the navy
to contract for repair work at PT Pal shipyards in Surabaya, East Java." This is not to
say that all is plain sailing in US-Indonesia
relations. As Mr Hubbard told The Asia
Society in a speech in New York last month,
the US wanted to put "both opportunities
and frictions in proper perspectives". There
are still serious differences between the two
countries over human rights abuses in East
Timor, working conditions and right of
workers to organise. But following the new
approach, the US government suspended a
formal review of workers' rights in Indonesia
last February. It will reassess the situation
in August to see if Jakarta has done enough
to improve workers' rights before deciding
whether to continue giving it trade privileges
under the Generalised System of Preferences
(GSP). Although Indonesian exports to the
US under the GSP scheme make up only a
small part of their bilateral trade, nonrenewal will be a political blow for Jakarta.
The extension of GSP benefits will be a test
case of the improved ties between the US

Page 260

and Indonesia, currently chairman of the
Non-Aligned Movement and host for the
second summit of leaders of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Co-operation forum. Said Dr
Dewi: "The political symbolism of GSP
renewal is important. Non-renewal will be
bad for Indonesia's image." American diplomats in Jakarta thus far are satisfied that the
Indonesian government is making serious
efforts to enforce compliance with the legal
minimum wages in the private sector. They
are also pleased that the military had shown
restraint in putting down the riots in Medan
last month, when workers there went on a
rampage over better wages and working
conditions. It is against this backdrop that
the Clinton administration is pushing for a
review of the congressional ban on funds to
train Indonesian military officers in the US.
The training programme was suspended in
the wake of the shooting of anti-government
protestors in East Timor in 1991, when
many Indonesians felt they were treated
more like adversaries than allies of the US.
In its protest then, the US also blocked the
transfer of US-made F5 fighter jets from
Jordan to Indonesia. But this is now water
under the bridge, after President Suharto
reprimanded the military officers who were
responsible for the carnage. Washington's
new approach towards Indonesia balancing
economic and strategic interests with its
human rights ideals is consistent with its
desire to forge closer ties with the region.

ABRI TO SHIFT TRAINING
FROM US ACADEMIES
From Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian Date
18 June 1994
ABRI (Indonesian Armed Forces) officers will no longer have US-oriented education, and they will have to study somewhere
else. Where will they receive their training?
"Australia," said one source at the ABRI
headquarters. "Australia is not only closer,
but it also offers more areas of studies,"
added the source. The efforts to shift the
officers' education to the continent of kangaroos are made in anticipation of the US
Congress' move. Last month, the US Congress endorsed a clause in its Foreign Assistance bill stipulating that ABRI officers will
not be allowed to attend US military academies. This means that if the bill becomes
law, ABRI officers will no longer be allowed
to study in the country with the most powerful armed forces in the world. The ABRI
has sent its officers to the United States
since the 1950's. The trouble started with
the outbreak of the 12 November 1991 Dili
incident.
Following the incident, the US Government decided to stop the International Mili-
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tary Education and Training (five preceding
words in English) program for Indonesia.
Before that, the US Government spent 4.5
billion rupiah annually to pay the scholarships for ABRI officers studying there.
(passage omitted) Navy Commodore
Yuswaji, chief of the Defense and Security
Department's Public Relations and Foreign
Relations Bureau, said that there are alternative countries to send ABRI officers for
training. "If we cannot study in the United
States, there are other countries like Australia and Britain," he said. Is military training
in the United States better? A high-ranking
officer said military training in Australia is
adequate because overseas training is basically aimed at widening one's horizon and
doing comparative studies. "The pure military science taught in the United States is
hard to be applied here because they use
sophisticated military equipment," said the
officer, who has studied in the United States
several times.

NORRIS CALLS FOR BAN ON
AID TO INDONESIA BECAUSE
OF GENOCIDE IN EAST
TIMOR
THE IRISH TIMES; WEDNESDAY 29TH
JUNE 1994
Comment; The following article appeared in
to-days edition of the Irish Times. I have
only included the the initial part of the article
that deals directly with East Timor. The full
text is available on request. N.B. Please note
the Mr. Georg Hansen of DACS agrees with
Senator Norris.
BY MAOL MUIRE TYNAN, POLITICAL
REPORTER
There is a "moral imperative" on the international community to ensure that not a
cent of tax-payers money is given in aid to
Indonesia because of its campaign of genocide in East Timor, Senator David Norris
has told a Foreign Affairs sub-committee.
At yesterdays sub-committee discussions on Ireland's overseas development aid
"ODA", Mr. Norris said Indonesia was
engaged in the annihilation of a small, defenceless nation. The dissemination of armaments to devoloping countries was also a
disgrace, he said.
Mr. Georg Hansen, leading the Development Aid Committee Secretariat view of
Irish overseas aid on behalf of the OECD,
told the meeting he fully agreed with Mr.
Norris. Aid was necessary for the many
Indonesian living in poverty but whether it
should go to non-representative governments was "another thing", he said.

INDONESIA MOVES TO
STIFLE CRITICISM BOTH AT
HOME AND ABROAD
New York Times, June 29, 1994, page A13.
By PHILIP SHENON
SINGAPORE, June 27 - The Indonesian
Government, which bans most public debate
among its own people over the disputed
territory of East Timor, is pressing its
smaller Asian neighbors to keep quiet, too.
Last month the Philippines gave in to
threats from Indonesia and barred foreign
visitors, including Danielle Mitterrand, the
wife of the French president, from attending
a conference in Manila on human rights
abuses in East Timor, a former Portuguese
colony that was invaded and annexed by
Indonesia in 1976.
Now the Indonesians have turned their
diplomatic guns on Malaysia, warning that
ties between the two countries could be
damaged by a planned East Timor forum to
be held this year in Kuala Lumpur, the Malaysian capital.
Brig. Gen. Syarwan Hamid, a spokesman
for the Indonesian military, was quoted by
the Indonesian press agency as saying the
Malaysia conference "is clearly not an ordinary meeting" because some of the participants "wish to tarnish the image of the Indonesian Government and the military." A
spokesman for President Suharto's Government said the conference could "upset the
solidarity and good relations" between Indonesia and Malaysia.
So far the Malaysian Government has responded to the Indonesian protests by
pleading ignorance. Government spokesmen
in Kuala Lumpur say they have no information about the East Timor conference, which
is being organized by Malaysian public
interest and religious groups, The date of the
conference has not been announced.
Diplomats in Kuala Lumpur say that if
the Indonesian protests continue, Malaysia
will almost certainly heed the warnings from
its neighbor and cancel the conference. With
more than 190 million people spread across
the world's largest archipelago, Indonesia
dwarfs surrounding nations.
International attention to human rights
abuses in East Timor, where as many as
200,000 people have died since the Indonesian invasion, has hindered plans by the
Suharto Government to secure a far greater
role for Indonesia on the world stage.
In recent months the Government has
ushered groups of foreign jour- nalists and
United Nations officials into East Timor in
hopes of proving that the situation is better
than is usually reported.
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The decision last month by President
Fidel V. Ramos of the Philippines to appease Indonesia by barring dozens of foreigners from taking part in the five-day M anila conference created a furor in the Philippines, which otherwise promotes itself as a
bastion of democracy and free speech in
Southeast Asia.
Mr. Ramos described the forum as "inimical to the national interest" and conceded
that he had given in to the Suharto Government because of concerns that the conference could affect Indonesian investment in
the Philippines. Despite the ban, many
foreigners managed to attend on tourist visas. Mrs. Mitterrand, president of a French
human rights group, stayed home, telling
reporters in Paris that Indonesia had applied
"tyrannical pressure on us and on the Philippine Government to keep me from going
to that meeting."
As it tries to stifle foreign criticism about
East Timor, the Indonesian Government
continues to deal harshly with its critics at
home, as was clear again on Monday as
police officers in Jakarta, the Indonesian
capital, used rattan sticks to break up a
street protest over a Government ban on
three of the country's most influential magazines.
Witnesses said dozens of people had
been detained as they joined a crowd of
about 150 people marching on the offices of
the Information Ministry, which issued the
order last week to shut down the magazines,
including Tempo, a national newsweekly.
Diplomats and human rights groups said
the three magazines had been banned because of their reporting on corruption in
President Suharto's Cabinet.

Page 261

